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Abstract: This article refers to a situation encountered in one of the pits belonging to a Wietenberg settlement: the
discovery of scattered child bone remains. The excavation of this site was possible due to the construction of the
highway ramp to link the Sebes—Turda segment with the E81 road. Rescue archaeological excavations of the Bronze
Age (Wietenberg culture) settlement were carried out in 2015 in the Northern part of Aiud city, near the former
landfill site. In the settlement, 31 features (surface dwellings, hearths and pits) were researched. Along with these
structures, artifacts such as ceramic vessels, miniature clay chariots and wheels, loom weights, stick-heads, stone
hammers, axes and grinders and bronze objects were found. The few human bones were found in a pit (Cx. 1) dug
near one of the dwellings (Cx. 5). They were dismembered and scattered through the potsherds belonging to different
vessels. The osteological analysis concluded that the bone remains belong to a perinatal child. This discovery brings
into discussion some subjects which lately have gained importance in the field of archaeology, such as the deposition
of human bones in pits inside the settlements, disarticulated human bone remains and the funerary treatment of
children. At the same time, the archaeology of children started to grow in importance since scholars became more
interested in social roles of people at different ages. Based on osteological discoveries, one can analyze the social
implication of child remains deposition in such a feature, as long as a difference is made between the body of a child
and that of an adult in terms of which funerary treatment the society used to apply.

Rezumat: Acest articol are ca scop prezentarea unei situatii intdlnite in asezarea Wietenberg de la Aiud, si anume
descoperirea unor oase umane apartindnd unui copil, care nu sunt in pozitie anatomicd, imprdistiate Intr-o groapd.
Asezarea din epoca bronzului de la Aiud a fost cercetati tn anul 2015 ca urmare a diagnosticului ficut de arheologi de
la Muzeul National al Unirii din Alba lulia tn vederea construirii tronsonului de autostradi Sebes-Turda. Situl a fost
identificat in zona tn care urmeazi sd fie construitd breteaua de legaturd tntre drumul E81 si autostradd, in partea de
Nord a orasului Aiud, in apropierea fostei gropi de gunoi. Aici au fost identificate si cercetate un numdr de 31 de
complexe care apartin culturii Wietenberg: locuinte de suprafatd, vetre si gropi. In aceste complexe au fost descoperite
diferite artefacte, cum ar fi: vase ceramice, care si rofi miniaturale din ceramicd, cifei de vatrd, capete de bat, ciocane,
topoare si rdsnite din piatrd, precum si citeva obiecte din bronz. Cele citeva oase umane au fost identificate in una
dintre gropi, numerotatd Cx. 1, fiind amplasatd in apropierea locuintei Cx. 5. Oasele nu se aflau in pozitie anatomicd,
acestea fiind imprdstiate in groapd, printre cioburile care apartin mai multor vase ceramice care au diferite forme si
decoruri. Prin intermediul analizelor osteologice s-a stabilit cd ele apartin unui copil de vdrstd peri natald, aceastd
situatie aritdndu-ne atitudinea comunitdtii fatd de nou ndscuti. Aceastid descoperire naste in acelasi timp alte discutii
care au inceput sd ia amploare in ultimul timp in domeniul arheologiei: diferentierea sociald a copilului si a nou-
ndscutului in cadrul comunitdtii din care ficea parte prin prisma tratamentului funerar. Totodatd, odatid cu dezvoltarea
ramurii arheologiei copilului, bazati pe descoperirile funerare, se poate face o diferentiere intre tratamentul funerar
aplicat copiilor dintr-o anumitd comunitate si adultilor, ca mijloc de diferentiere intre categoriile sociale.
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INTRODUCTION

The Bronze Age settlement was discovered in 2014 as the result of archaeological
diagnosis conducted by a team from the National Museum of Union Alba Iulia, due to
the construction of the highway ramp to link the Sebes—Turda segment to the E81 road.
Geographically, the site is placed in the flood plain of River Mures from Turda-Alba
Depression, which is located between the Apuseni Mountains and the Transylvanian
Plateau (Pl. 1/1-2). The rescue excavations were carried out in 2015 near the former
landfill site from the Northern part of Aiud (P1. 1/3).

Researches highlighted the presence of a Middle Bronze Age settlement, with
artefacts representative for the Wietenberg culture. The Eastern and Northern limits of
the site were identified in the perimeter of the road ramp, while in South and Southwest
the settlement continues outside the construction project. The orientation of the surface
dwellings suggests that they were built along a watercourse tributary to Mures, which
in prehistory most likely flowed in their proximity. This small river was spotted in
some trenches from the Western part of the researched area. The archaeological deposit
consists of a black, loamy soil of 0.20 m up to 0.75 m thickness. The Bronze Age level
was identified between 0.55 and 0.90 m depth from the nowadays stepping level. The
thickness differences which occurred in the Bronze Age dwellings are a consequence of
the swampy-loamy soil on which the wooden and daub dwellings were built. Towards
the central area it gets thicker, up to 0.75 m, probably due to the weight of the walls and
roofs of the houses.

In the settlement 31 features were identified: surface dwellings of big
dimensions (some of them of 16 m length), hearths (usually placed near a corner or a
wall of the building) and pits. Eight of the rectangular dwellings are built close to
each other, oriented ENE-WSW (Cx. 19, Cx. 18, Cx. 17, Cx. 9, Cx. 5, Cx. 14, Cx. 15 and
Cx. 16). Another dwelling (Cx. 7) was built in the Northern part of the site, outside the
group we mentioned. In this feature, numerous daub fragments with prints from the
logs and rods that formed the wooden structure were preserved, as well as the
remains of a small, oval hearth, at 0.60 m depth. Beneath this dwelling, 7 storage pits
were identified (P1. 2/3).

DESCRIPTION OF THE PIT WITH HUMAN REMAINS (Cx.1)

The pit has an oval shape in planum, with straight walls and flat base in section. It was
dug into the sterile, gray, loamy soil, in the proximity of the dwellings Cx. 5, Cx. 9 and
Cx. 7. In the filling of the pit there were numerous potsherds belonging to several
vessels of different dimensions and shapes, animal bones, shells and human bones. The
few human bones were disarticulated, being scattered through the other materials.
Dimensions: 1.03 m/1.21 m diameter; 0.42 m depth (Pl. 3).

OSTEOLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS

In the pit Cx.1 there were discovered several bone fragments both of animal and
human origin. Among them, there were identified two diaphysis fragments that
cannot be attributed to a human with certainty. The ones which are certain to be
human are a left femur and a right ilium belonging to a child. The age was determined

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



A Pit with Child Bone Remains from the Bronze Age Settlement at Aiud ... 147

on the basis of the femur length (79.77 mm), which means that it had a perinatal age.
The surface of the two osteological elements did not reveal any pathology! (P1. 3/6).
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PL. 1. 1. Location of the site in the Carpathian Basin (Google Earth image); 2. Location of the site in
Alba Iulia-Turda Depression (Google Earth image); 3. Location of the site in the flooding area
of River Mures and the nearby villages (Google Earth image).

1 Osteological observations made by Claudia Radu, Molecular Biology Center, Interdisciplinary
Research Institute in Bio-Nano Sciences, “Babes-Bolyai” University, Cluj-Napoca.
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Pl 2. General view of the settlement with the features near Cx.1: 1. Surface dwelling Cx. 7;
2. Surface dwelling Cx. 9; 3. Plan of the settlement; 4. Feature Cx.14b; 5. Feature Cx. 5b.
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