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158 Despre o locuinta dacicd mai neobisnuitd de la Simleu Silvaniei, Salaj-Romania

Cuvinte-cheie: Depresiunea Simleului, Simleu Silvaniei, asezare dacica, casa dacica, statueta din lut.

Rezumat: Importanta cercetarii rezida mai ales in abordarea, aproape exhaustiva, pentru intdia oara, a unei terase dacice din cadrul
asezarii civile dacice de la poalele Dealului Cetate de la Simleu Silvaniei. Cunoscuta doar din numeroase cercetari perieghetice si
sondaje de mica anvergura, urmele acesteia se intind semicircular, pe 1,5 km lungime, la baza Dealului Cetate, unde exista centrul
militar-politic si poate si religios al asezarii. Prezenta unei astfel de constructii in asezare, pe o terasa dominanta ca altitudine, poate
sugera existenta unei aristocratii civile. Procentul mare de oase provenind de la animale salbatice (peste 30%) este un argumentin
acest sens. in apropiere au fost descoperite si urme care presupun existenta unui atelier metalurgic (fragmente de creuzete si zguri).
Abundenta materialelor arheologice ceramice doar in incaperea 3 si raritatea in nr. 1 si 2 sunt indicii privind exploatarea spatiului
locuit. Prezenta ,fusaiolelor” si a micii statuete din ceramica, in incaperea nr. 4, amenajata la nordul constructiei, poate fi un indiciu
privind existenta unui loc sacru special amenajatin cadrul constructiei. Principalele analogii morfologice apropiate pot fi cautate tot
la Simleu Silvaniei in cercetarile din punctele Cetate si Observator, chiar daca numarul incaperilor e mai mic in aceste cazuri. Cea mai
buna analogie este cea a constructiei cu 4 incaperi cercetatd la Luncani/Piatra Rosie, care avea dimensiuni totale de 25x5 m.

Keywords: Depression of Simleu, Simleu Silvaniei, Dacian Settlement, Dacian House, Dacian burnt clay figurines.

Abstract: The importance of the research lies in that for the first time it approaches almost exhaustively a Dacian terrace within the
Dacian civil settlement at the foot of the Cetate (Citadel) Hill in Simleu Silvaniei. Known only from numerous small-scale fieldwork and
surveys, its traces extend semi-circularly, on a 1.5 km length, at the foot of the Cetate Hill, where the military-political and perhaps
religious centre of the settlement lay. The presence of such a construction in a settlement on a dominant, high-altitude terrace can
suggest the existence of a civil aristocracy. The large percentage of bones coming from wild animals (above 30%) could substantiate
this argument. Nearby, traces were discovered that also suggest the existence of a metallurgical workshop (fragments of crucibles
and slags). The abundance of ceramic archaeological materials only in room 3 and the rarity of it in rooms 1 and 2 are indications of
the use of living space. The presence of “spindle whorls” and the small ceramic statuette in room no. 4, located at the north of the
construction, may be an indication of the existence of a sacred place specially built within it. Close analogies are known at Simleu
Silvaniei as a result of the archaeological research done at the points of Cetate (Citadel) and Observator (Observatory), even if the
number of rooms is smaller in these cases. The best analogy is the construction with four rooms investigated at Luncani/Piatra Rosie,
which had a total size of 25x5 m.
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Contextul descoperirii

Perieghezele anterioare, 1989-1992, 1995-1999 (Pop
1999a; Pop 1999b), 2001-2007, au relevat existenta
unor amenajdri antice de anvergura in pantele
dealurilor (terase antropogene) ce marginesc strada
Andrei Muresanu propriu-zisa (Pop et al. 2006).

incepand cu data de 17 iulie 2007 au fost efectuate
lucrari de supraveghere arheologica la obiectivul
proiectat, in baza autorizatiei de supraveghere
arheologica nr. 254/2007 emisa de Ministerul
Culturii. Lucrdrile efectuate pentru amenajarea zonei
construibile au constat in excavdri mecanice pentru
degajarea solului pietros din panta dealului care
coboard pand la strada A. Mureganu.

In momentul aparitiei vestigiilor arheologice
excavdrile mecanice au fost stopate si au fost
facute demersuri pentru continuarea lucrarilor
sub forma unei sapaturi arheologice preventive in
baza autorizatiei nr. 288/2007 emisa de Ministerul
Culturii.

Cadrul fizico-geografic

Masivul Mdgura Simleului domina zona nord-vesticd a
Depresiunii Simleului (Pop 2001; Pop 2008), iar orasul
Simleu Silvaniei (fig. 1) se intinde la poalele Mdgurii,
spre sud, pe malul raului Crasna. Strada A. Muresanu,
amplasatad la baza Mdgurii, mai precis la baza unui
deal din componenta acesteia, Dealul Cetate, la vest de
acesta, suprapune un segment din mai vechea asezare
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Fig. 1. Amplasarea orasului $imleu Silvaniei pe harta Romaniei.
Fig. 1. Location of Simleu Silvaniei on the map of Romania.

The context of the discovery

Previous field research, 1989-1992, 1995-1999 (Pop
1999a; Pop 1999b), 2001-2007, revealed the existence of
extensive ancient human presence on the slopes of the hills
(anthropogenic terraces) that border the present-day Andrei
Muresanu Street (Pop et al. 2006).

Starting with the 17% of July, 2007 archaeological
surveillance works were carried out at the site, based on
the Archaeological Surveillance Authorization no. 254/2007
issued by the Ministery of Culture. The works were done in
order to prepare a construction site through the mechanical
excavation of the rocky soil from the hill slope that
descends to the A. Muresanu Street.
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Fig. 2. $imleu Silvaniei (captura Google). Nr. 1 - locul descoperirii; nr. 2 -
Dealul Cetate.

Fig. 2. Simleu Silvaniei (Google capture). No. 1 - place of discovery; no. 2 -
Cetate Hill.

civila dacicd ce se dezvolta pe firele de apa care
izvorau din masivul deluros (fig. 2).

Istoricul cercetarii

Despre locuirea civild dacicd de pe strada A. Muresanu
primele indicii au apdrut in anul 1976 (Matei 1979,
19), dar in ceea ce priveste zona Investigata de noi
cercetarile de teren din anii 1989-1992, 1995-1999
(Pop, Bejinariu 1997), 2001-2008 (Marcu-Istrate et
al. 2008; Pop, Culic 2008; Marcu-Istrate et al. 2009;
Pop 2009b; Pop 2009c) au relevat existenta unor
amenajari antice de anvergura in pantele dealurilor,
terase antropogene, ce marginesc strada propriu-zisa.
Unele terase ating si lungimea de 100 m si latimea
actuala de cel putin 20 m. Tn aceste terase, de altfel,

As soon as the archaeological vestiges turned up, the
mechanical excavations were stopped, and steps were
taken to continue the works in the form of a preventive
archaeological excavation under the authorisation no.
288/2007 issued by Ministry of Culture.

The physical geographic framework

The Mdgura Simleului Hill Range dominates the north-western
area of the Simleului Depression (Pop 2001; Pop 2008), with
the town of Simleu Silvaniei (fig. 1) lying at the foot of the
Mdgura, towards the south, on the bank of the Crasna river.
The A. Muresanu Street is located at the base of the Mdgura,
more precisely at the base of one hill that is part of the range,
the Cetate (Fortress) Hill. To the west, the street overlaps

with a segment of an older Dacian civilian settlement that
developed on the water springs of the hilly range (fig. 2).

The history of the research

The first clues about Dacian civilian habitation on the A.
Muresanu Street appeared in 1976 (Matei 1979, 19), but
as far as the area investigated by us is concerned, field
research from 1989-1992, 1995-1999 (Pop, Bejinariu
1997), 2001-2008 (Marcu-Istrate et al. 2008; Pop, Culic
2008; Marcu-Istrate et al. 2009; Pop 2009b; Pop 2009c)
revealed the existence of extensive ancient human presence
on the slopes of the hills, anthropogenic terraces, which
border the present day street. Some terraces reach a length
of 100 m and a current width of at least 20 m. These
terraces later have been prepared for the construction of
current households; however, this only partially affected
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au fost amenajate ulterior si gospodariile actuale,
afectand insa partial amenajdrile si locuirea antica.
Atat la gospodaria cu nr. 33 cat sila cea cunr. 35 au
fost identificate nivele de locuire dacicd incadrate
cronologic intre sec. I a. Chr. - I p. Chr.

Stratigrafia sectorului

Terasa dacica identificatd cu aceastd ocazie are trei
faze de amenajare (fig. 3). Primei faze 1i apartin
complexele C 3-6 peste care a fost nivelat un strat de
rocd locala maruntitd (fig. 4). A fost apoi amenajat
complexul C 11 (locuinta compartimentatd) cu
celelalte complexe apartindtoare (C 7-10, 11/1, 12).
in cea de a treia fazi a fost amenajat complexul C 13
(cuptorul de mari dimensiuni)

Complexe arheologice descoperite

Complexele arheologice au fost numerotate incepand
cu 1 pand la 13. Cercetarea preventiva a identificat 14
complexe arheologice dacice (sec. I a. Chr. - prima jum.
a sec. I p. Chr.): gropi menajere (3), locuinte (2), vetre
de foc (3), cuptoare menajere (3), pereti arsi de locuintd
(2), depunere de vas (1). Dintre acestea se detaseaza
clar complexul C11 (locuinta? compartimentatd, 4
Tncdperi numerotate de la Sud la Nord) in care a fost
descoperit un destul de bogat material arheologic Fig. 3. Vedere de ansamblu cu zona cercetatd.
exclusiv ceramic, dar si trei fusaiole din lut dintre care Fig. 3. Overview of the researched area.

una bogat ornamentata si o statuetd feminind din lut

ars.
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Complexul C 1: complex de locuire, adancire de 0,4 m
n interiorul C 11, in zona m 16,5-20, spre profilul estic
al S 1. Umplutura sol maroniu cu pigmenti ceramici

(fig. 4).

Complexul C 2: vatra de foc cu diametrul de 1,1

m, surprinsd intre m 16-17 la -2,5 m. Are crusta

arsi pana la 10-12 cm grosime. In zona vetrei a

fost descoperita ceramica dacica lucrata cu mana.
Complexul apartine de fapt de C 11, fiind instalatia de
foc din Incaperea 3 (fig. 4).

Complexul C 3: groapa de provizii cu diametrul de

1,2 m, surprinsa intre m 13,5-14,7 la -2,65 m inspre
profilul estic. Are fundul la -4,05 m, deci adancimea
de 1,2 m. In complexul C 3 a fost descoperitd ceramici
dacicd lucratd cu mana si la roatd, dar si oase de
animale nearse. Complexul pare anterior fatd de C

11, fiind o groapa cu umplutura de sol maroniu cu
pigmenti, dar spre bazd avand un strat subtite de
cenusa care suprapune un nivel de arsura rosie gros de
0,25 m (fig. 4).

Complexul C 4: cuptor cu diametrul de 0,8 m, surprins
Tntre m 12-13 la -2,65-2,95 m inspre profilul estic. Are
crusta arsd pana la 10-15 cm grosime. In zona vetrei

a fost descoperita ceramica dacica lucratd cu mana.
Complexul pare de fapt anterior fatd de C 11, fiind o
instalatie de foc amenajatd intr-o groapa cu diametrul
de 1,75 m si adancimea de 0,45 m cu umplutura de sol
negru cu pigmenti (fig. 4).

Complexul C 5: groapa de provizii cu diametrul de 1,25
m, dar profil neregulat, surprinsad intre m 8,5-10,2 la

the ancient arrangements and habitations. Both within the
households under no. 33 and 35 Dacian habitation levels
were identified, chronologically set between 1°t century BC
and 1 century AD.

The stratigraphy of the sector

The Dacian terrace identified on this occasion has three
phases of levelling (fig. 3). The first phase belongs to the

C 3-6 features over which a layer of shredded rock was
poured for levelling (fig. 4). The C 11 feature (a partitioned
dwelling) was then prepared with other features belonging
to it (C 7-10,11/1, 12). In the third phase, the C 13 feature
(a large oven) was levelled.

The discovered archaeological complexes

The archaeological features were numbered from 1 to 13.
Preventive research identified 14 Dacian archaeological
features (1% century BC - first part of 1% century AD):
landfills (3), dwellings (2), hearths (3), domestic ovens

(3), burnt walls of dwellings (2), vessel deposits (1). Of
these, the C11 feature (divided dwelling, four rooms,
numbered from South to North) stands out clearly. Here,
a rich archaeological, exclusively ceramic, material was
discovered, with three clay spindle whorls, one of which is
richly ornamented, and a burnt clay female statuette.

Feature C 1: dwelling feature, 0.4 m deep inside C 11, in the
m 16.5-20 area, towards the eastern profile of S 1. It was
filled with brown soil with ceramic pigments (fig. 4).

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



About an unusual Dacian dwelling from Simleu Silvaniei, Sdlaj-Romania 163

-240 - 2,80

~ / ]
Y / @ @ O- 2,40-2,95 / /

N\ -2,65-4.55

AR pid i

el \ ' -2.65-4,65 t D T
N ; \ 265285

SIMLEU  SIVANIEL - Seeeet
Str. A. MURESANU
intre nr 33 si35 FOTLILIEIZI5 €8 PROFIL 7777777770 C10 PROFIL  @zz77777777777 C2 PROFIL

® PROFIL  ESTIC
VIS

R €13 PROFIL QJ_-’ C7 PROFIL

v [VR—VY

16

|
L G|
2,
e

3

B 3

Fig. 4. Planul general al cercetdrii. Legenda: 1 - umplutura cu piatra sfarmatd, nisip, alunecare de pe pantg; 2 - nivel de culturd, sol
cenusiu tasat cu putini pigmenti; 3 - cenusa cu nisip, lemn ars, oase, ceramica, lentile de sol negru; 4 - arsura rosie, chirpici; 5 - arsura
rosie, oase de animale, ceramica in cenusd; 6 - sol maroniu argilos cu pigmenti (bolta cuptor); 7 - sol negru cu pigmenti; 8 - arsura rosie
de vatra de cuptor; 9 - sol maroniu cu materiale arheologice (C11) si sol caramiziu cu lemn ars, chirpici, arsura; 10 - nisip maroniu;

11 - cenusd; 12 - arsurd rosie; 12 - sol maroniu cu pigmenti ceramici; 13 - piatrd sfarmata si nisipuri nivelate; 15 - perete din lut ars la
negru; 16 - lut galben; 17 - perete din lut ars la rosu; 18 - fragmente ceramice; 19 - vatra de foc; 20 - vatrd de cuptor.

Fig. 4. General research plan. Legend: 1 - filling with crushed rock sand, landslide; 2 - he level of the archaeological culture, gray soil with
few pigments; 3 - ash with sand, burnt wood, bones, ceramics, black soil lenses; 4 - red burn mark, adobe; 5 - red burn mark, animal bones,
ceramics in ash; 6 - clayed brown soil with pigments (oven roof); 7 - black soil with pigments; 8 - red burn mark of an oven hearth; 9 - brown
soil with archaeological materials (C11) reddish soil with burnt wood, adobe, burn mark; 10 - brown sand; 11 - ash; 12 - red burn mark;

13 - brown soil with ceramic pigments; 14 - crushed rock, levelled sands; 15 - clay wall burnt black; 16 - yellow clay; 17 - wall made of clay
burnt red; 18 - ceramic fragments; 19 - hearth; 20 - oven hearth.
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-2,65 m tnspre profilul estic. Are fundul la -4,65 m,
deci adancimea de 1,55 m. In complexul C 5 a fost
descoperita ceramica dacica lucrata cu mana, dar si
oase de animale nearse. Complexul pare anterior fata
de C 11, fiind o groapa cu umplutura de sol cu cenusa,
cu pigmenti, dar spre buza avand un strat de arsurd
rosie gros de 0,25-0,30 m (fig. 4).

Complexul C 6: groapa de provizii cu diametrul la

gurd de 1,5 m si apoi de 1,2 m, dar profil neregulat,
surprinsd intre m 5,4-7 la -2,65 m inspre profilul estic.
Are fundul la -4,55 m, deci adancimea de 1,45 m.

n complexul C 6 a fost descoperitd ceramica dacici
lucratd cu mana, dar si oase de animale mari nearse.
Complexul pare anterior fata de C 11, fiind o groapa
cu umplutura de sol cu cenusa si nisip, cu pigmenti
ceramici, de lemn ars, dar si lentile de sol negru

(fig. 4).

Complexul C 7: cuptor cu diametrul de 0,8 m, surprins
tntre m 18,7-19,5 la -2,3 m n profilul vestic. Are
crusta arsd pand la 5 cm grosime si peretii pastrati
pe niltimea de 0,3 m. In zona complexului a fost
descoperita ceramica dacicd lucratd cu mana si la
roatd, dar putind. Complexul pare contemporan cu C
11, fiind o instalatie de foc amenajata tn exteriorul
acestuia cu umplutura din roca sterild sfarmata si
bolta arsa de cuptor prabusita (fig. 4).

Complexul C 8: vatra de foc cu diametrul de 1,3 m,
surprinsa intre m 6,9-8,4 la -2,6 m in profilul vestic al
S 1. Are crusta arsd pand la 10 cm grosime, vatra fiind
amenajati pe pietre locale de micasist. In zona vetrei
a fost descoperita ceramica dacicd lucratd cu mana si

Feature C 2: hearth with a 1.1 m diameter, caught between
m 16-17 at -2.5 m. It has a burnt crust of 10-12 cm
thickness. Dacian hand-made ceramics were discovered in
the area of the hearth. The complex belongs to C 11, being
the hearth of room 3 (fig. 4).

Feature C 3: a 1.2 m diameter supply pit, caught between
m 13.5-14.7 at -2.65 m towards the eastern profile. It

has a bottom at -4.05 m, thus a depth of 1.2 m. In the

C 3 feature, Dacian hand- and wheel-made pottery and
unburnt animal bones were discovered. The feature seems
to precede C 11, being a pit filled with brown soil with
pigments, but to the base, it has a thin layer of ash that
overlaps with a red, burnt level of 0.25 m thickness (fig. 4).

Feature C 4: a 0.8 m diameter oven, caught between m 12-
13 at -2.65-2.95 m towards the eastern profile. The crust
burnt to a 10-15 cm thickness. Dacian hand-made ceramics
were discovered in the area. The feature seems to precede
C 11, being an oven arranged in a pit of 1.75 m in diameter
and 0.45 m in depth, filled with black soil with pigments
(fig. 4).

Feature C 5: a stock pit with a diameter of 1.25 m, of an
irregular profile, caught between m 8.5-10.2 at -2.65 m
towards the eastern profile. It has a bottom at -4.65 m,
thus a depth of 1.55 m. Within feature C 5, Dacian hand-
made pottery and unburnt animal bones were discovered.
The feature seems to precede C 11, being a pit filled with
ash-filled soil with pigments, but to the opening with a red,
burnt layer of 0,25-0,30 m thickness (fig. 4).

Feature C 6: a stock pit with a diameter at the opening of
1.5 m then a diameter of 1.2 m, but an irregular profile,
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la roatd, oase de animale. Complexul apartine de C 11,
fiind instalatia de foc din incaperea 1(fig. 4).

Complexul C 9: perete ars (chirpici si lemn ars mdrunt)
despartind tncaperile 1 si 2 ale complexului C 11.
Latimea arsurii este de pana la 0,2 m si grosimea de
0,1-0,2 m. A fost surprins tntre m 9-10 ai S 1 (fig. 4).

Complexul C 10: vatra de foc cu diametrul de 1,1

m, surprinsa intre m 10,65-11,85 la -2,6 m inspre
profilul vestic al S 1. Are crusta arsa pana la 10-12

cm grosime, vatra fiind amenajatd pe pietre locale de
micasist. In zona vetrei a fost descoperita ceramici
dacicd lucratd cu mana si la roata si o cute masiva din
piatrd. Complexul apartine de C 11, fiind instalatia de
foc din incdperea 2 (fig. 4).

Complexul C 11: locuinta de suprafata
compartimentatd amenajatd pe terasa antropogend
cu lungimea orientatd aprox. S-N surprinsd intre

m 6-21,8 cu nivelul de cdlcare la -2,6 m. Lungimea
vesticd surprinsa este de 10 m, iar cea estica de

9 m. Constructia avea cel putin patru tncaperi si
dimensiunile probabile de 16x3,5 m. Inciperea 1: 4? x
3,57 m; incdperea 2: 4x3,5 m; incdperea 3: 3,4x3,5 m;
Tncdperea 4: 4x3,5 m. Primele trei incdperi erau dotate
cu instalatii de foc, iar pentru cea de-a patra nu putem
face precizdri In acest sens deoarece panta accentuata
a terenului a dus la degradarea in timp a terasei
dacice afectand nu doar complexul C 11.

Limita vestica a locuintei C 11 este data foarte
clar de peretele ars surprins pe lungimea de 10 m.
Acesta are o latime medie de 0,25-0,3 m, pastrat

About an unusual Dacian dwelling from Simleu Silvaniei, Sdlaj-Romania

caught between m 5,4-7 at -2.65 m towards the eastern
profile. It has a bottom at -4.55 m, thus a depth of 1.45 m.
In feature C 6 Dacian hand-made ceramics and large bones
of unburnt animals were discovered. The feature seems to
precede C 11, being a hole filled with ash and sand, with
ceramic pigments, burnt wood, and black soil lenses (fig. 4).

Feature C 7: a 0.8 m diameter oven, caught between 18.7-
19.5 m at -2.3 m in the western profile. The crust has been
burned to a 5 cm thickness and the walls were preserved
at a height of 0.3 m. In the area of the feature, hand- and
wheel-made Dacian ceramics were discovered, but few in
number. The feature seems contemporary to C 11, the oven
having been arranged outside of it with a filler of sterile
crushed rock and a burnt vault (fig. 4).

Feature C 8: a hearth with a 1.3 m diameter, caught
between m 6.9-8.4 at -2.6 in the western profile at S 1. It
has a burnt crust up to 10 cm thickness, the hearth having
been built on local mica schist. In the area of the hearth
hand- and wheel-made Dacian ceramics and animal bones
were discovered. The feature belongs to C 11, being the
hearth of room 1 (fig. 4).

Feature C 9: a burnt wall (adobe and small burnt wood) that
divides rooms 1 and 2 of feature C 11. The width of the
burning is up to 0.2 m and its thickness is 0.1-0.2 m. It is
caught between m 9-10 of S 1 (fig. 4).

Feature C 10: hearth with a diameter of 1.1 m, caught
between m 10.65-11.85 at -2.6 m towards the western
profile of S 1. It has a burnt crust up to 10-12 cm thickness,
the hearth having been built on local mica schist. Around
the hearth Dacian hand- and wheel-made ceramics, and a
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pe 0,1 m tnaltime, iar intre m 13-14,2 s-a pastrat
chiar talpa carbonizata a peretelui din care ,pleca”
si compartimentarea (tot pe talpa din lemn) dintre
incdperea 2 si 3.

Inventarul constructiei consta in sol negru-maroniu
cu multd cenusd, chirpici si ceramica dacicd lucrata
cu mana (oale, cesti-opait, strachini, fructiere) si la
roatd (fructiere, kantharoi, boluri, strachini), dar si
fragmente ceramice pictate celtice specifice sec. I a.
Chr. (fig. 4, 5, 6).

Complexul C 11/1: perete ars (chirpici compact cazut

si lemn ars mdrunt) in zona peretelui incaperii 2 al
complexului C 11, intre m 12-13 spre profilul vestic al
sectiunii. Dimensiunile arsurii sunt de pand la 0,7 m si
grosimea de 0,1-0,2 m (fig. 4).

Complexul C 12: este de fapt un vas spart pe loc,
Tn exteriorul complexului C 11, la vest de acesta la
m 15-16,15. Vasul este un chiup modelat cu mana
descoperit la -2,5 m (fig. 4).

Complexul C 13: cuptor de mari dimensiuni, cu
diametrul exterior de 2 m si cel interior al crustei
arse de 1,3 m. A fost surprins intre m 17,7-19,8 la
-2,4 m pe mijlocul sectiunii. Are crusta arsa pana la
10 cm grosime si peretii si bolta prabusite pe crusta.
Peretii se pare ca au fost realizati din lut galben care
s-a pastrat la baza conservata a cuptorului. In zona
complexului a fost descoperitd putind ceramica dacica
lucratd cu mana si oase mici de animale. Complexul
nu este contemporan cu C 11, fiind o instalatie de
foc amenajatd in peste peretele vestic al acestuia.

large stone chest was discovered. The feature belongs to C
11, being the hearth of room 2 (fig. 4).

Feature C 11: a partitioned surface dwelling built on the
anthropogenic terrace with a length, oriented approximately
towards south-north, caught between m 6-21.8 with a
treading level at -2.6 m. The measured western length is
of 10 m, and that of the east of 9 m. The construction had
at least four rooms and the probable dimension of 16x3.5
m. Room 1: 4x3.5 m; room 2: 4x3.5 m; room 3: 3.4x3.5

m; room 4: 4x3.5 m. The first three rooms were equipped
with hearths, for the 4™ room we cannot make any guesses
regarding the hearth as the large slope of the terrain has
led to the degradation of the Dacian terrace over time,
affecting not only feature C 11.

The western boundary of the C 11 dwelling is obvious given
the 10 m long burnt wall. This has an average width of
0.25-0.3 m preserved at the 0.1 m height. Between m 13-
14.2 even the carbonised sole of the wall from which the
partitioning of rooms 2 and 3‘leaves’ was preserved. The
inventory of the building consists of black-brown soil with a
lot of ash, adobe, hand-made (pots, cups-oil lamps, bowls,
fruit bowls) and wheel-made (fruit bowls, kantharoi, bowls)
pottery, but also painted Celtic ceramic fragments specific
of the 1<t century BC (fig. 4).

Feature C 11/1: a burnt wall (solid fallen adobe and small
burnt wood) in the area of the wall of room 2 of feature C
11, between m 12-13 towards the western profile of the
section. The dimensions of the burning are up to 0.7 m with
a thickness of 0.1-0.2 m (fig. 4, 5, 6).
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Fig. 5. Detalii din cadrul complexului 11.
Fig. 5. Details within feature 11.

Umplutura complexului este din roca sterild sfarmata
si boltd arsa masiva de cuptor prabusitd (fig. 4).

Materiale arheologice descoperite

Materialul consta cantitativ preponderent in
ceramicd, specifica epocii dacice clasice, dar mai

ales secolului I a. Chr. Ceramica descoperita este in
general fragmentata si doar in complexul C 11 au
fost descoperite recipiente intregibile. In general
majoritatea ceramicii este confectionata cu mana,
doar cca 15% la roata olarului. Formele lucrate cu
mana sunt reprezentate de oale (majoritare) strachini,
vase cu picior, cesti-opait si cani. Ceramica modelata
la roata cuprinde, la randul sdau, o anume varietate:

Fig. 6. Detalii din cadrul complexului 11.
Fig. 6. Details within feature 11.

Feature C 12: is a vessel broken on the spot within feature
C 11 to the west from this at m 15-16.15. The vessel is a
sizeable hand-made amphora at -2.5 m (fig. 4).

Feature C 13: is a large oven with an outer diameter of 2
m and an interior diameter of the burnt crust of 1.3 m. It
is caught between m 17.7-19.8 at -2.4 m on the middle of
the section. It has a burnt crust of 10 cm thickness with
the walls and vault collapsed on the crust. It seems that
the walls were made of yellow clay that was preserved at
the preserved base of the oven. In the area of the feature
Dacian hand-made pottery and small animal bones were
found. The feature is not contemporary with C 11, the
oven having been built on top of the western wall of it. The
feature is filled with sterile crushed rock and the collapsed
massive roof of the oven (fig. 4).
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fructiere, kantharoi, cani, urcioare, boluri, cupe. A mai
fost descoperita si ceramicd celticd pictatd cu alb si
rosu, de import (doud fragmente).

Dintre complexele descoperite se detaseaza clar
complexul C11 (locuintd compartimentatd) in care a
fost descoperit un destul de bogat material arheologic
exclusiv ceramic, dar si trei fusaiole din lut, dintre care
una bogat ornamentata.

O prezenta insolita si extrem de interesantd si
importantd o constituie descoperirea, in incaperea

nr. 4, a unui statuete feminine dacice din lut ars,
reprezentatd stdngaci precum majoritatea celor
descoperite pand acum in Dacia preromana (fig. 7).
Piesa este cea de-a doua descoperitd pand acum in
nord-vestul Romaniei, un prim exemplar (masculin)
fiind gasit la Marca-Cetate in campania de sapaturi din
anul 1972 (Dumitrascu, Lucdcel 1974). Statueta de la
Simleu are ndltimea de 72 mm si ldtimea maxima,

Tn zona bratelor deschise, de 42 mm. Grosimea piesei
este de 16 mm in zona bazinului si a gatului. Capul
personajului a fost reprezentat rotund in care au fost
,stampilate” stangaci ochii, nasul si gura. Gatul estte
aproape inexistent. Bratele au fost modelate ca niste
extremitdti conice lungi de max. 15 mm. Sanii nu au
fost reprezentati deloc. Picioarele scurte, comparativ
cu restul corpului, de doar 20 mm lungime au fost
reprezentate despartite, iar labele acestora excesiv

de mari si grosolan realizate. Sexul personajului este
dat de reprezentarea triunghiului pubian, realizat de
asemenea stangaci, prin cateva impunsaturi. Lutul din
care este modelata piesa este specific locului, cu paiete
de micd, nisip si pietricele (Pop 2010).

Uncovered archaeological materials

Materials from a quantitative point of view it
predominantly consists of pottery, especially from the 1<
century BC. The discovered pottery is generally fragmented,
only in feature C 11 were whole vessels found. Most found
pottery was hand-made only approximately 15% having
been made at the potter’s wheel. The hand-made forms

are represented by pots (majority), bowls, vessels with legs,
mugs, oil-lamps, and cups. Pottery made at the potter’s
wheel consists of a variety of vessels: fruit bowls, kantharoi,
mugs, urns, bowls, and cups. There was also imported Celtic
pottery found, painted with white and red (two fragments).
Of the discovered features, C 11 clearly stands out
(partitioned dwelling) where a fairly rich exclusively ceramic
archaeological material was found, with three clay spindle
whorls, one being richly ornamented.

An unusual, fascinating, and important discovery, in room
no. 4, was the Dacian feminine statuette of burnt clay,
represented in a clumsy way, as were most statuettes
previously discovered in pre-Roman Dacia. The item is the
second of its kind discovered till date in north-western
Romania (fig. 7), a first statuette (male) having been found
at Marca-Cetate during the 1972 excavation campaign
(Dumitrascu, Lucacel 1974). The statuette from Simleu
has a height of 72 mm and a maximum width, in the area
of its open arms, of 42 mm. The thickness of the piece

is 16 mm in the area of its pelvis and neck. The head of
the character is rounded with the eyes, nose and mouth
clumsily “stamped” on. The neck is almost non-existent. The
arms are modelled as conical extremities of max. 15 mm
in length. The breasts are not represented at all. The legs
are short, compared to the rest of the body, of only 20 mm
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Materiale osteologice descoperite

S-a urmarit identificarea speciilor de animale cu care
locuitorii agezdrii au venit in contact. Metodologia de

cercetare arheozoologicd pentru acest studiu a cuprins:

identificarea anatomicd, identificarea taxonomica,
analiza tafonomica, osteometria, estimarea varstei de
sacrificare, cuantificarea datelor'.

Resturile faunistice adunate in anul 2007 sunt in
numar redus. Din cuprinsul a patru complexe au fost
adunate 39 fragmente osoase si dentare apartinand
mamiferelor, si reprezintd resturi menajere. Unul
dintre fragmente are urme lasate de foc, sapte au
urme de transare si trei au fost roase (au urme lasate
de coltii cdinilor). Nu au fost identificate oase in
conexiune anatomica. Oasele sunt fragmentate, motiv
pentru care s-au facut masuratori numai pe trei dintre
ele. Oasele lungi si Intregi lipsesc si nu a fost posibila
estimarea taliei la greaban pentru niciuna dintre
speciile identificate.

Nu au fost identificate resturi provenind de la animale
nevertebrate si nici oase de la pesti si pasdri. Cele

39 resturi care compun esantionul provin de la sase
specii de mamifere domestice si doua specii sdlbatice:
bovina domestica (Bos taurus), oaia (Ovis aries), capra
(Capra hircus), porcul (Sus domesticus), calul (Equus
caballus), cdinele (Canis familiaris), cerbul (Cervus
elaphus) si mistretul (Sus scrofa). Distributia resturilor
pe complexe arheologice si specii de mamifere

! Analiza osteologicd a fost realizatd de lector dr. Simina Margareta
Stanc din cadrul Universitatii ,A.I Cuza” din Iasi, careia fi multumim pe
aceasta cale.
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in length, split apart, with excessively large and rough feet.
The sex of the character is given by the representation of

the pubic triangle, also done clumsily, through a few pricks.
The clay from which the item is moulded is specific to the

area with adjustments made with mica, sand, and pebbles
(Pop 2010).

Uncovered osteological materials

The identification of animal species with which the
inhabitants of the settlement came into contact was
sought. The archaeozoological research methodology for
this study included: anatomical identification, taxonomic
identification, taphonomic analysis, osteometry, estimation
of age at the time of slaughter, quantification of data®.

The remains of the fauna collected in the year 2007 are low
in number. From the contents of two features, 39 bone and
dental fragments belonging to mammals, being household
waste, were collected. One of the fragments has traces

left by fire, seven have traces of cutting, and three have
been gnawed (traces left by dog fangs. No anatomically
connected bones were found. The bones are fragmented,
which is the reason why measurements were done only on
three of them. Long and whole bones are missing, and it
was not possible to estimate the size at the withers for any
of the identified species.

No remains from invertebrate animals or fish and bird
bones have been identified. The 39 pieces constituting the
sample come from six domestic mammals and two wild

! The osteological analysis was done by Lecturer Simina Margareta
Stanc, PhD from “A.l.Cuza” Unversity of lasi to whom | we are very grateful.
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Tabelul 1. Distributia resturilor de mamifere identificate, pe complexe arheologice.
Table 1. Distribution of identified mammalian remains on archaeological features.

Specie / Species

Complex/ Feature 3

Complex/ Feature 5

Complex/ Feature 6

Complex/ Feature 11

Bos taurus 1 1 4 2
Ovis aries/Capra hircus 0 3 5 1
Sus domesticus 1 0 2 0
Equus caballus 0 2 1 2
Canis familiaris 1 0 0 0
Cervus elaphus 0 0 1 4
Sus scrofa 0 5 1 2
Total resturi / total remains 3 11 14 11

Tabelul 2. Cuantificarea resturilor de mamifere identificate in esantion (NR-numar resturi identificate; NMI-numar minim indivizi

estimati).

Table 2'. guantiﬁcation of mammalian remains identified in the sample (NR-number of identified remains; NMI-estimated minimum number

of individuals).
Specie / Species NR % NMI %
Bos taurus 8 20,51 2 15,38
Ovis aries/Capra hircus 9 23,08 2 15,38
Sus domesticus 3 7,69 2 15,38
Equus caballus 5 12,82 2 15,38
Canis familiaris 1 2,56 1 7,69
Cervus elaphus 5 12,82 2 15,38
Sus scrofa 8 20,51 2 15,38
Total resturi / Total remains 39 100 13 100
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identificate apare Tn tabelul 1. Cele mai multe resturi,
cat si cea mai mare diversitate de specii, se observa
pentru complexul 6. Cele mai putine resturi provin din
complexul 3.

Distributia procentuald a resturilor pe specii animale
nu a fost realizatd pe complexe, ci pentru intregul
esantion. Cele mai multe resturi provin de la bovina
domestica si ovicaprine (pentru grupul mamiferelor
domestice), respectiv, mistret (pentru grupul
mamiferelor sdlbatice) (tabelul 2).

Bos taurus. Pentru vita domestica au fost identificate
opt resturi osoase, care au fost atribuite la doi indivizi,
unul imatur (de circa 1 an) si altul matur (mai mare de
2,5 ani). A fost mdsuratd numai o falangd proximala
(lungime 67 mm, latime capat proximal 30 mm,
latime capat distal 28 mm si latime minima diafizd 24
mm).

Ovis aries/Capra hircus. De la ovicaprine provin noua
fragmente, de la doud exemplare mature; pe baza unui
fragment de maxilar care poartd dentitie s-a estimat
varsta de 1-1,5 ani pentru unul dintre exemplare. A
fost masurat un fragment de humerus pentru care
latimea capatului distal este 31 mm, iar latimea
articulard distald 29 mm.

Sus domesticus. Pentru porc au fost identificate trei
fragmente, care au apartinut la doi indivizi imaturi;

pe baza fragmentelor care poartd dentitie s-a estimat
varsta de 6-9 luni pentru un exemplar, respectiv 13-14
luni pentru al doilea.

About an unusual Dacian dwelling from Simleu Silvaniei, Sdlaj-Romania

species: cattle (Bos Taurus), domestic sheep (Ovis aries),
domestic goat (Capra hircus), domestic pig (Sus domesticus),
horse (Equus caballus), dog (Canis familiaris), deer (Cervus
elaphus) and boar (Sus scrofa). The distribution of the
remains within archaeological features and mammalian
species appears in Table 1. The most remains and the
greatest diversity of species were observed within
feature 6 - the least of the remains within feature 3. The
percentage distribution of the remains based on animal
species was not done on features, but the whole sample.
Most remains come from cattle and ovicaprine (within
the domestic mammal sample) and boar (within the wild
mammal sample) (Table 2).

Bos taurus. Eight cattle bone remains were identified, which
were attributed to two individuals, one immature (of about
1 years old) and a mature one (older than 2.5 years). Only a
proximal phalange was measured (67 mm in length, 30 mm
proximal end width, 28 mm distal end width and 24 mm
minimum diaphysis width).

Ovis aries/Capra hircus. Nine fragments come from
ovicaprines, from two mature specimens; the age of one
specimen, on the bases of its maxillary that has a dentition,
was estimated to 1-1.5 years old. A humerus fragment was
measured the distal end width of which was 31 mm and the
distal joint width 29 mm.

Sus domesticus. Three fragments of domestic pig were
found, which belong to two immature individuals; based on
fragments which have dentition the age of one individual
was estimated to 6-9 months, respectively 13-14 months
of the other.
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Canis familiaris. De la cdine provine un fragment de
craniu de la un individ matur.

Equus caballus. Pentru cal au fost identificate cinci
fragmente, de la doi indivizi, unul imatur (mai mic de
2 ani) si altul matur (mai mare de 5 ani).

Sus scrofa. Cele 8 fragmente osoase provin de la doi
indivizi, unul matur (individ mascul de 3-4 ani) si altul
imatur (circa 2 ani). Pe un fragment de mandibuld a
fost masurata lungimea seriei dintilor molari (81 mm)
si lungimea, respectiv latimea dintelui molar M3 (45
mm, respectiv 18 mm).

Cervus elaphus. De la cerb au fost identificate 5
fragmente, care au apartinut la doi indivizi (unul
imatur si altul matur).

Elemente de cronologie relativa si absoluta

In general materialele ceramice descoperite se
Tncadreaza cronologic in secolul I a. Chr. (Matei, Pop
2001), doar detaliile tipologice si ceramica celtica
pictata fiind argumente in sprijinul datarii oferite
(Florea 1998, 233-239). De asemenea, statueta din lut
este caracteristica secolului I a. Chr.

Cercetarea preventiva a identificat 14 complexe
arheologice dacice (sec. [ a. Chr. - prima jum. a sec. I
p. Chr.): gropi menajere (3), locuinte (2), vetre de foc
(3), cuptoare menajere (3), pereti arsi de locuintd (2),
depunere de vas (1). Dintre acestea se detaseaza clar
complexul C11 (locuinta compartimentatd) in care a

Canis familiaris. One skull fragment of a mature individual
comes from a dog.

Equus caballus. Five horse fragments were identified,
belonging to two individuals, one immature (younger than 2
years old) and a mature one (older than 5 years).

Sus scrofa. The eight bone fragments come from two
individuals, a mature one (male, 3-4 years old) and an
immature one (around 2 years old). The length of the molar
teeth (81 mm) and the length and width of the molar tooth
M3 (45 mm and 18 mm respectively) were measured on a
mandible fragment.

Cervus elaphus. Five deer fragments were identified as
belonging to two individuals (an immature and a mature
one).

Elements of relative and absolute chronology

In general, the discovered ceramic material chronologically
falls within the 1% century BC (Matei, Pop 2001), with only
the typological details and the Celtic painted ceramics
supporting the dating given (Florea 1998, 233-239).
Similarly, the clay statuette is also characteristic of the 1<
century BC (Sirbu 1993, 58-61).

Preventive research identified 14 archaeological Dacian
features (1% century BC - first half of 1<t century AD):
landfills (3), dwellings (2), hearths (3), domestic ovens (3),
burnt walls of dwellings (2), vessel deposits (1). Of the
discovered features, C 11 clearly stands out (partitioned
dwelling) where a relatively rich, exclusively ceramic
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0 1 2 3 &4 Scm

Fig. 7. Figurine dacice din lut descoperite n judetul Salaj. 1 - Marca-Cetate; 2 - Simleu Silvaniei - strada A. Muresanu; 3 - Simleu
Silvaniei-Cetate.

Fig. 7. Dacian clay figurines from county Salaj. 1 - Marca-Cetate; 2 - Simleu Silvaniei-strada A. Muresanu; 3 - Simleu Silvaniei-Cetate.
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fost descoperit un destul de bogat material arheologic
exclusiv ceramic, dar si trei fusaiole din lut dintre care
una bogat ornamentatd. Piesa care se remarcd este o
statueta intreagd din lut ars reprezentand schematic
un personaj de sex feminin. A mai fost descoperita si
ceramica celticd pictata de import (doud fragmente).

Concluzii

Importanta cercetdrii rezida mai ales in abordarea,
aproape exhaustiva, pentru intdia oard, a unei terase
dacice din cadrul asezdrii civile dacice de la poalele
Dealului Cetate de la Simleu Silvaniei (Dumitrascuy,
Cabuz 1971). Cunoscuta doar din numeroase cercetdri
perieghetice si sondaje de micd anvergurd, urmele
acesteia se ntind semicircular, pe 1,5 km lungime, la
baza Dealului Cetate (Pop 20093, 16-26), unde exista
centrul militar-politic si poate si religios al agezdrii
(Pop 2006, 35-39). Prezenta unei astfel de constructii
n agezare, pe o terasd dominanta ca altitudine, poate
sugera existenta unei aristocratii civile. Procentul
mare de oase provenind de la animale salbatice (peste
30%) este un argument in acest sens. In apropiere

au fost descoperite si urme care presupun existenta
unui atelier metalurgic (fragmente de creuzete si
zguri, Pop 2002). Abundenta materialelor arheologice
ceramice doar in tncdperea 3 si raritatea in nr. 1 si

2 sunt indicii privind exploatarea spatiului locuit.
Prezenta ,fusaiolelor” si a micii statuete din ceramicd,

n Incdperea nr. 4, amenajatd la nordul constructiei,

poate fi un indiciu privind existenta unui loc sacru
special amenajat n cadrul constructiei. Principalele
analogii morfologice apropiate pot fi cdutate tot la

archaeological material was found, with three clay spindle

whorls, one being richly ornamented. The noteworthy piece
is a whole, burnt-clay statuette schematically representing
a female character. There was also imported Celtic painted
pottery discovered (two fragments).

Conclusions

The importance of the research lies in that for the first
time it approaches almost exhaustively a Dacian terrace
within the Dacian civil settlement at the foot of the

Cetate (Citadel) Hill in Simleu Silvaniei (Dumitrascu, Cabuz
1971). Known only from numerous small-scale fieldwork
and surveys, its traces extend semi-circularly, on a 1.5 km
length, at the foot of the Cetate Hill (Pop 2009, 16-26),
where the military-political and perhaps religious centre of
the settlement lay (Pop 2006, 35-39). The presence of such
a construction in a settlement on a dominant, high-altitude
terrace can suggest the existence of a civil aristocracy.
The large percentage of bones coming from wild animals
(above 30%) could substantiate this argument. Nearby,
traces were discovered that also suggest the existence

of a metallurgical workshop (fragments of crucibles and
slags, Pop 2002). The abundance of ceramic archaeological
materials only in room 3 and the rarity of it in rooms 1 and
2 are indications of the use of living space. The presence
of ‘spindle whorls’ and the small ceramic statuette in room
no. 4, located at the north of the construction, may be an
indication of the existence of a sacred place specially built
within it. Main, close morphological analogies can also

be searched for at Simleu Silvaniei in research done at

the points of Cetate (Citadel, Pop 1995, Pop 1999b) and
Observator (Observatory), even if the number of rooms is

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



Simleu Silvaniei in cercetdrile din punctele Cetate (Pop
1995; Pop 1999c¢) si Observator, chiar dacd numadrul
Tncdperilor e mai mic in aceste cazuri. Cea mai bunad
analogie este cea a constructiei cu patru incdperi,
cercetatd la Luncani/Piatra Rosie, care avea dimensiuni
totale de 25x5 m (Glodariu 1983, fig. 5/1-2).

Cunoscutad din numeroase cercetari perieghetice,
urmele acesteia se intind semicircular, pe 1,5 km
lungime, la baza Dealului Cetate, unde exista
centrul militar-politic si poate si religios al asezdrii,
identificabild ipotetic cu Dacidava, pomenita de
geograful antic Ptolemeu (Dumitrascu 1971).
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