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CATEVA MONEDE BIZANTINE RARE DESCOPERITE IN
DOBROGEA SI PROBLEMA INFLUENTEI BIZANTINE
IN BALCANI IN SECOLUL AL VII-LEA

Andrei Gandil®"

Abstract

This small collection was brought to our attention several years ago
with the note that the coins had been found in Dobrudja (Romania) and
collected due to their rarity. Although this is a plausible hypothesis in light of
other finds from the region, no other information could be obtained. This is all
the more regrettable as the coins in question are very rare finds not just in
Dobrudja but also in the entire region of the Balkans. Even without much
needed archaeological context such finds can still shed some light on the fate of
the eastern Balkans during the seventh century, after the collapse of the
Byzantine rule in the Danube region. The small group of coins includes a
decanummium of Maurice, issued at Carthage in the second half of his reign
(592-597) and initially attributed to a temporary mint at Constantine
(Numidia). The decanummium issued at the beginning of Heraclius’ reign
(610-612) and the half-follis of Constans II (652-657) were also struck by the
mint of Carthage. The latest coin of the group is a half-follis of Constantine IV,
issued at Constantinople in the last decade of his reign (674-685).

Given the rarity of such coins it would be useful to undertake a brief
survey of similar finds from the Balkans and to explore their significance in the
broader historical context of the region. Indeed, the historical value of these
finds is twofold. The first is chronological, as the coins are new additions to a
very thin inventory of seventh-century coin finds in the Balkans. The second is
geographical, most coins in the group being minted in North Africa, very far
from the Eastern Balkans. This provides additional perspective on the
circulation of goods and people across the Mediterranean world and its
peripheral regions. As far as chronology is concerned the most interesting pieces
are undoubtedly the coins dating to the second half of the seventh century, the
half-folles of Constans II and Constantine IV. The decanummia of Maurice and
Heraclius belong to the phase of coin circulation which began in 498 with the
reform of Anastasius and lasted without any significant interruptions until the
second decade of the seventh century when the monetary economy of the
Balkans collapsed along with the Byzantine power in the region. Archaeological
evidence from major Byzantine settlements in Dobrudja is unequivocal: the last
phase of occupation ended during the reign of Heraclius and coin circulation
ceased around 615.

A certain degree of continuity has been noted on the Black Sea coast
where a drastically reduced coin circulation carried on for another decade or so
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in important coastal settlements such as Tomis, Callatis, Mesembria and
Agathopolis, although isolated finds are known from Danubian fortresses as
well. Crushed by a taxing war with Persia followed by the almost immediate rise
of Islam, Early Byzantium could not muster the strength and resources to
maintain its positions on the Danube frontier. The Avars and the Slavs whose
attacks had already damaged the frontier took control of the former provinces of
the Balkans and played a major role in the failed siege of Constantinople in 626.
During the brief respite between the final victory against Persia (628) and the
decisive defeat at Yarmouk (636), which launched the Arab blitzkrieg in the
Middle East, we witness a modest revival of the coin circulation. With the wealth
gained after seizing the Persian royal treasury Heraclius even attempted a
monetary reform meant to return the copper follis to the weight standard in use
at the beginning of his reign. The measure was short lived and so was the
infusion of fresh coin in the Balkans. Most of the recorded find spots are located
on the Black Sea coast although gold hoards are known from the hinterland,
such as the deposit found at Gorna Orjahovica in Moesia Secunda, as well as
north of the Danube, at Udesti in barbaricum.

There are very few analogies in the Balkans for the half-folles of
Constans IT and Constantine IV. Stray finds without archaeological context have
been reported in Scythia, at Constanta, Isaccea, Mangalia and Silistra, as well as
in the province of Moesia Secunda. The density of finds appears to be higher as
one gets closer to Constantinople, if we judge by the the number of finds known
further south at Mesembria on the Black Sea coast or in the provinces of
Haemimons and Rhodope. There is insufficient evidence to reach a conclusion
at this point but the overall contraction of the Byzantine monetary economy and
the declining political reach are quite apparent. By this time, the influence of
Constantinople and its monetary footprint extended mainly in the regions close
to the city and on the Black Sea coast where the Byzantine fleet remained
unchallenged until the creation of the Bulgar state. The fact that imperial
propaganda continued to claim the Danube as legal frontier stands in sharp
contrast with the actual state of its former provinces in the Balkans. At the same
time, we should not ignore repeated Byzantine efforts to maintain some degree
of influence in the region, although the dwindling resources of the empire could
no longer support an ambitious political agenda like the one in place a century
earlier. A few gold and silver coins as well as official seals testify to such efforts,
whose numismatic traces can also be found across the Danube river in
barbaricum. The region was still in contact with the Byzantine Empire, albeit
much reduced compared to the sixth century when significant quantities of
Byzantine coin flowed north of the Danube frontier. If bronze coins can be taken
as evidence of communication and possibly trade in low-value items, not the
same can be said about the large hoards of silver hexagrams, whose frequency is
particularly high in the lands north of the Danube. They are a clear reflection of
the empire’s diplomatic initiatives during this period of profound political and
cultural transformation in the Lower Danube region. In the former provinces of
the Balkans seventh-century emperors used not just diplomacy but also brute
force to restore imperial control. The campaign ordered by Constans II against
the Slavs in the 650s is well known and so are Constantine IV’s own attempts to
stop the expansion of the Bulgars in the Balkans. Although both initiatives
eventually failed to achieve their goal they did leave behind significant
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numismatic traces which help us better understand the balance of power in the
region.

The second unique feature of this small collection, as already
mentioned, is the fact that three of the coins were issued by the mint of
Carthage. Finds of coins produced by western Byzantine mints are very rare in
the Balkans, where the local currency was supplied by the mints of Propontis -
Constantinople, Nicomedia and Cyzicus, as well as Thessalonica, especially
influent in the western part of the peninsula. The mint of Carthage had a more
significant presence during the reign of Justinian I when the reconquest of
North Africa and Italy reopened the Byzantine network of communication and
exchange in the wider Mediterranean. Some coins ended up in the western Black
Sea region, with further circulation being noted in the hinterland, as well as in
the lands beyond the Danube frontier. Coins may have arrived with goods from
the West, well documented in many Balkan settlements, or with troops
transferred during the decades when the empire was engaged on several fronts
at the same time. However, the combined proportion of coins struck by western
mints accounts for less than two percent of all finds from Dobrudja.
Paradoxically, the percentage is higher for the seventh century, but this does not
reflect an intensification of contacts with the Mediterranean as much as being a
direct consequence of the fact that mints such as Nicomedia and Cyzicus had
been shut down during the reign of Heraclius. Only the mint of Constantinople
supplied fresh coin with the modest contribution of mints from North Africa,
Sicily and peninsular Italy.

Furthermore, the Persian invasion, soon followed by the Arab conquest
of the Eastern Mediterranean, must have seriously disrupted communication
between east and west in the Byzantine world. We should not forget, however,
the central role that Sicily gained in the second half of the seventh century, when
Constans IT abandoned his imperial residence in Constantinople and moved the
capital to Syracuse. If the decanummia of Maurice and Heraclius may have
arrived in Dobrudja before the dramatic events which marked the
Mediterranean world in the seventh century, the half-follis of Constans II dates
from the 650s when Byzantium had already lost all provinces in the Levant as
well as Egypt. The presence of such a coin in Dobrudja betrays efforts to
maintain a certain degree of communication in an increasingly fragmented
Byzantine world. This hypothesis is strengthened by a larger inventory of
seventh-century coins issued by North African mints. A hoard found in
Constanta (Tomis), published more than half a century ago, included coins from
Heraclius to Constantine IV. Among them two dodecanummia and a piece of six
nummia from Alexandria, a half-follis from Carthage and another one issued in
Rome. We can assume that the coins arrived in Tomis by sea close to 680, which
indicates that long-distance communication between the two regions had not
been completely severed. To be sure, this is not a unique find, several other
single finds being known, especially dodecanummia of Alexandria found at
Constanta, Mangalia and Silistra, on the Danube. The fact that the Danube
region was still integrated in the larger network of communication and exchange
is testified by finds from the lands north of the river. The most significant finds
are the follis of Constans II from Carthage found at Novaci in Walachia and the
coins from Carthage, Alexandria and Syracuse from the Obarseni hoard in
Moldavia, indicating that the empire’s connection to the world north of the
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Danube went beyond the level of diplomatic contacts reflected in the
contemporary hoards of silver hexagrams found in the region.

In conclusion, this small collection adds precious data to the small
dossier of seventh-century coin finds in the Balkans and helps clarify some
aspects related to the history of the region during a dark period of cultural,
political, and economic transformation which marks the transition from
antiquity to the Middle Ages.

Key words: Dobrudja, Balkans, Constans II, Constantine IV, Carthage.

Monedele ce fac subiectul randurilor de fatd s-au aflat pana nu demult in
custodia Muzeului National de Istorie a Romaniei, iar putinele informatii pe care le
avem legate de provenienta pieselor indicd zona Dobrogei. Desi ipoteza este perfect
plauzibild in lumina altor descoperiri din zond, nu detinem detalii mai precise privind
locul de descoperire. Lipsa unui context adecvat este cu atit mai regretabila cu cat
piesele reprezinta descoperiri deosebit de rare, nu doar in spatiul dobrogean, dar si in
contextul mai larg al provinciilor balcanice. Chiar si in lipsa unui context arheologic,
asemenea descoperiri au darul de a adauga cateva date importante despre destinul
Balcanilor rasariteni, zond rdmasi intr-un con de umbra dupa retragerea de facto a
administratiei bizantine in secolul al VII-lea. Seria este deschisda de un decanummium
emis In numele imparatului Mauriciu in monetéaria din Cartagina catre sfarsitul domniei
acestuia (592-597), atribuit initial unui atelier temporar stabilit la Constantina in
Numidia (Bellinger 1966). Tot din atelierul nord-african provin decanummium-ul emis
la inceputul domniei lui Heraclius (610-612) si jumatatea de follis emisa de succesorul
sau, Constans al II-lea, undeva intre anii 652 si 657. Scurta enumerare este incheiata de
o emisiune constantinopolitand, o jumaétate de follis a imparatului Constantin al IV-lea,
datand din ultimul deceniu de domnie (674-685).

Data fiind raritatea pieselor si aportul lor la istoria zonei in secolul al VII-lea,
considerdam utild o scurtd trecere in revista a descoperilor similare din Balcani, cu
privire speciald asupra Dobrogei. Aceasta ne va prilejui si cateva observatii de ordin
istoric. Monedele de fata au, de fapt, o dubld semnificatie istorica. Prima este de ordin
cronologic, ele venind sa umple un gol in istoria monetara a regiunii, iar cea de-a doua
este de naturd geografica, majoritatea monedelor fiind emisiuni nord-africane ajunse
in spatiul balcanic pe firul circulatiei mai largi de persoane si bunuri in Mediterana,
Egee si Marea Neagri (Morrisson 2008 635-644). In ceea ce priveste cronologia
pieselor, fara indoiald ca cele mai interesante sunt emisiunile din a doua jumatate a
secolului al VII-lea, de la Constans al II-lea si Constantin al IV-lea. Cele doud monede
de la Mauriciu si Heraclius, considerand ca au ajuns in spatiul pontic nu mult dupa
emitere, apartin perioadei de circulatie monetara revitalizata de reforma lui Anastasius
in 498 si continuata, fara intrerupere, pana in deceniul al doilea al secolului al VII-lea
(Gandila 2008; Custurea 2005). Toate descoperirile arheologice dobrogene din cetati
importante care au produs un esantion monetar considerabil, precum Capidava
(Gandila 2007), Noviodunum (Poenaru Bordea et alii 1997), Argamum (Iacob si
Poenaru Bordea 2000), Halmyris (Poenaru Bordea 2003 142-189), sau Histria (Nubar
1960) indica finalul ultimei faze de locuire bizantina timpurie in vremea imparatului
Heraclius. Practic circulatia monetara pare sa se fi prabusit aproape complet in zona
dunareana si in centrul provinciei undeva in jurul anului 615.

Fard a enumera in detaliu descoperirile monetare care au facut deja obiectul
mai multor repertorii mai vechi si mai noi (Custurea 1986; Chiriac 1993; Iacob 2000;
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Curta 2005; Mihaylov 2008), notam totusi faptul ca elemente de continuitate, la un
nivel mai modest, pot fi semnalate in zona litorald, pentru inca un deceniu si jumatate,
in puncte importante precum Tomis (Isvoranu si Poenaru Bordea 2003), Callatis
(Iliescu 1958; Poenaru Bordea et alii 1998; Gogu 2001), Mesembria (Theoklieva-
Stoycheva 2001 43-46) si Ahtopol (Iordanov et alii 1998), desi ocazional astfel de piese
apar si pe linia Dunarii (Custurea 1986; Oberldnder-Tarnoveanu 1996). Apdsat de un
lung razboi cu persii, urmat aproape imediat de expansiunea araba in estul
Mediteranei, Imperiul Bizantin nu a mai gasit resursele necesare pentru a-si mentine
pozitiile pe linia Dundarii (Barnea 1990). Slavii si avarii, ale caror atacuri deja
subrezisera serios frontiera dunareana, s-au facut stdpani pe majoritatea provinciilor
bizantine din Balcani, apoi au jucat un rol activ in marele asediu al Constantinopolului
din 626. In scurtul rigaz dintre victoria finald impotriva Persiei (628) si infrangerea
decisiva de la raul Yarmouk (636), care a declansat blitzkrieg-ul arab in Orientul
Mijlociu, observam o timida revenire a monedei bizantine la Dunarea de Jos, fara ca
aceasta sa insemne automat reluarea circulatiei monetare. Revirimentul prilejuit de
victoria in fata imperiului rival, precum si confiscarea tezaurului regal persan, s-au
reflectat si in plan monetar, Heraclius incercand o ambitioasa reforma menita sa
readuca follis-ul de bronz la etalonul in uz la inceputul domniei. Monedele acestor ani
au circulat in spatiul mult mai restrans al litoralului Marii Negre si mai putin in
interiorul Balcanilor sau in zona dunareand, desi sunt cunoscute tezaure de aur,
precum cel de la Gorna Orjahovica (Morrisson et alii 2006 147) dar si adanc in
barbaricum, la Udesti (jud. Suceava) (Morrisson et alii 2006 427).! Studii recente
asupra situatiei inregistrate in nord-estul Bulgariei confirma aceasta stare de lucruri
deja observata in cazul Dobrogei (Mihaylov 2010; Gandilda 2008).

Pentru jumatatile de follis de la Constans al II-lea, respectiv Constantin al IV-
lea, sunt putine analogii disponibile in zona de care ne ocupam. Descoperiri izolate de
monede de bronz de la Constans al II-lea si de la Constantin al IV-lea au fost semnalate
la Constanta, Noviodunum, Mangalia si zona Silistrei precum si in spatiul Moesiei
Secunda (Mihailov 2008; Iordanov 1981 31, tabelul 1). Densitatea descoperirilor pare
sa fie direct proportionald cu proximitatea fata de capitala imperiului, dacd judecdm
pe baza esantionului abundent de la Mesembria, de unde sunt cunoscute si tezaure
(Morrisson et alii 2006 142-143), in comparatie cu datele din asezarile situate mai la
nord pe litoralul Marii Negre. Aceeasi impresie este lasata de comparatia dintre
descoperirile din asezari fara acces la mare din nord-estul Bulgariei, fata de cele din
sud-estul Bulgariei (Mihailov 2010; Tenchova 2011). In cifre absolute, numirul de
monede de la Constans al II-lea si Constantin al IV-lea este mai mare in provincii
precum Haemimontus sau Rhodope, aflate mai aproape de Constantinopol, decat ceea
ce se inregistreaza in Moesia Secunda sau Scythia. La nivel procentual, in cadrul
intregului esantion bizantin timpuriu, situatia s-ar putea confirma, insa stadiul actual
al cercetdrii nu ne permite avansarea unor cifre concrete.

In orice caz, contractia circulatiei monetare in Balcani devine cat se poate de
evidentd in a doua jumatate a secolului al VII-lea, cand influenta capitalei bizantine nu
se mai proiecteaza decat in zonele limitrofe sau de-a lungul litoralului, unde flota
bizantind ramane superioara cel putin pana la crearea statului bulgar. Faptul ca
propaganda imperiald continua sa considere linia Dunarii drept granita nu trebuie sa

1 In publicatiile mai noi si mai vechi datarea celor trei solidi a lisat loc unor confuzii, fiind
inaintate mai multe atribuiri si datari, mai cu seama pentru cea mai tarzie dintre piese; datarea
corectd, pe baza ilustratiei (Gogu 2001 fig. 7, no. 228), fiind 616-625, pentru care vezi si
Somogyi 2008 106-107.
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ne distraga atentia de la adevarata situatie geo-strategicd din nordul Balcanilor
(Chrysos 1987). In aceeasi misuri, nu trebuie neglijate nici eforturile bizantine de a-si
apara interesele in regiune, chiar daca resursele diminuate ale Imperiului nu mai
permiteau sustinerea unei agende de anvergura celei vehiculate in antichitatea tarzie.
Cele cateva monede de aur si argint, dar mai cu seama sigilii oficiale, constituie
marturii ale acestor eforturi bizantine de a mentine o anumita influenta in nordul
peninsulei, inclusiv in zonele de la nordul Dunérii (Damian 2004; Oberlinder-
Tarnoveanu 2002a; Poenaru Bordea si Ocheseanu 1986 193-194). Descoperiri izolate
de monede de bronz, precum cele de la Novaci, Resca si Barlad, la sud si est de Carpati,
precum si tezaure ca cel de la Obarseni (jud. Vaslui) (Morrisson et alii 2006 422-423),
vin sa intregeasca aceasta imagine. Astfel de descoperiri riman insa exceptionale si
apar pe fondul unei reduceri drastice a penetratiei monetare in barbaricum, o palida
amintire a demersurilor mult mai consistente derulate in cursul secolului precedent si
care au lasat marturii numismatice considerabile la estul si sudul Carpatilor (Chiriac
2013 79-141).

Dacad aceste monede de valoare redusa pot indica traficul de persoane si posibil
marfuri marunte, tezaurele de hexagrame descoperite indeobste in barbaricum, in
spatiul Olteniei si Munteniei (Galati, Dragasani, Priseaca, Vartopu si Piua Petrii),
reflectd si mai clar initiativele diplomatice ale Bizantului in aceasta epoca de profunde
transformari politice si culturale in zona subcarpatica (Iacob 2000; Oberldnder-
Tarnoveanu 2002b; Oberlinder-Tarnoveanu 2004a; Somogyi 2008). In zona fostelor
provincii balcanice, imparatii Constans al II-lea si Constantin al IV-lea nu au folosit
doar diplomatia, ci si forta armelor pentru a restabili controlul politic asupra zonei de
care pana la urma depindea insisi surpavietuirea capitalei bizantine. Sunt cunoscute
actiunile intreprinse in deceniul al saselea de Constans al II-lea impotriva slavilor din
Balcani, precum si initiativele lui Constantin al IV-lea de a stopa ascensiunea puterii
bulgare in nord-estul peninsulei (Madgearu 1997 144-149). Desi, in lumina
evenimentelor ulterioare, ambele actiuni au fost finalmente sortite esecului, acestea au
lasat in urma o serie de marturii numismatice care ne ajuta sa intelegem mai bine
demersurile bizantine din zona (Iacob 2000 493-494, tabelul IV). Faptul ca in Balcani
nu apar tezaure de hexagrame asa cum sunt cunoscute la nordul Dunarii poate indica
faptul ca nu erau necesare astfel de plati politice. Descoperirile izolate de hexagrame,
precum cele de la Valea Teilor, Niculitel si Agighiol si de solidi de la Istria, Lunca si
Silistra, reflectd mai degraba plata soldatilor care au participat la campaniile
intreprinse de Constans al II-lea sau Constantin al IV-lea (Damian 2015 141-142).

Cea de-a doua particularitate majora, pe care o semnalam in randurile de mai
sus, este originea pieselor, trei dintre ele fiind emise de atelierul din Cartagina.
Descoperirile de monede emise de ateliere vestice sunt deosebit de rare in Balcani,
numerarul din zond provenind in proportie covarsitoare din atelierele Propontidei -
Constantinopol, Nicomedia si Cyzic, precum si Salonic, in special pentru jumatatea de
vest a Peninsulei Balcanice. Descoperiri mai degraba exotice, ele nu sunt insa unice in
spatiul dobrogean si au atras deja atentia specialistilor (Poenaru Bordea si Donoiu
1983 241-243; Oberlander-Tarnoveanu 1996 105, n. 35). O prezenta ceva mai
substantiala a atelierului din Cartagina este semnalata in timpul domniei lui Iustinian,
cand recucerirea Africii de Nord si a Italiei a prilejuit reluarea circulatiei monetare
bizantine in spatiul mai larg al Mediteranei (Gandila 2008 319, tabelul 1). Unele piese
au ajuns si in vestul Marii Negre, depasind uneori granita dunareana (Oberlander-
Tarnoveanu 2001 317, n. 31; Oberlander-Tarnoveanu 2004b 68, n. 70), sau inaintand
in interiorul provinciilor balcanice (Iurukova 1964), impreund cu marfuri legate de
annona militara si importuri nord-africane, bine-cunoscute din descoperiri
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arheologice vest-pontice (Mocanu 2012 ; Minchev 1983), sau ca urmare a transferului
de trupe de pe un front pe altul in deceniile in care imperiul a fost angrenat simultan
pe mai multe teatre de razboi. Chiar si asa, monedele din ateliere vestice acopera mai
putin de doud procente din totalul descoperirilor. Aparent paradoxal, proportia creste
in cadrul esantionului din secolul al VII-lea, fapt care nu reflectd atat intensificarea
legdturilor cu vestul lumii bizantine, cat faptul ca majoritatea atelierelor care alimentau
in mod traditional zona balcanica fuseserd deja inchise in prima jumadtate a secolului.
Astfel, numai atelierul constantinopolitan furniza piese de bronz, cu aportul modic al
atelierelor din nordul Africii, Sicilia, sau Italia peninsulara.

Mai mult decat atat, odata cu expansiunea persana, apoi araba, in estul
Mediteranei, cdile de comunicatie cu provinciile vestice, aflate incid sub stapanire
bizantind, trebuie sa fi fost ingreunate substantial. Trebuie retinut insa si faptul ca
Sicilia capatase o importanta strategica deosebitd, Constans al II-lea luand in calcul
chiar mutarea definitivda a capitalei de la Constantinopol la Syracusa. Daca
decanummium-ul de la Mauriciu si posibil cel de la inceputul domniei lui Heraclius vor
fi ajuns in Balcani inaintea evenimentelor dramatice ce au marcat lumea
Mediteraneand a secolului al VII-lea, jumatatea de follis de la Constans al II-lea
dateaza din deceniul al saselea, cand Imperiul Bizantin pierduse deja toate provinciile
levantine, precum si Egiptul. Prezenta unei astfel de piese in Dobrogea poate indica
anumite eforturi de a mentine un nivel de comunicare intr-o lume bizantind tot mai
dezarticulata (Prigent 2006). Ipoteza este intaritd de repertoriul mai larg, ce include
descoperiri mai vechi de monede din secolul al VII-lea emise in ateliere nord-africane.
Acum mai bine de o jumaitate de secol a fost semnalat un tezaur, posibil fragmentar,
descoperit in Constanta, care cuprindea cinci piese de la Heraclius la Constantin al IV-
lea, dintre care doud dodecanummia si un exemplar in valoare de sase nummia din
Alexandria, o jumatate de follis cartagineza si o piesa similara emisa de atelierul din
Roma (Dimian 1957 197). Tot de la Constanta provine si o jumaétate de follis
cartagineza emisa intre 663 si 668 (Poenaru si Donoiu 1983 238, no. 4). Este de
presupus ca aceste piese au ajuns in Dobrogea pe calea rutelor maritime si reprezinta o
buna dovada ca acestea erau inca functionale in jurul anului 680 (Cosentino 2007). De
altfel, nu avem de-a face cu o descoperire singulara, penetratia monedei in zona vest-
pontica, afectata serios de inchiderea atelierelor Propontidei, fiind suplinita partial de
atelierele nord-africane. Sunt cunoscute descoperiri de 12 nummia alexandrine de la
Constanta, Mangalia, dar si de la Silistra, care continua sa pastreze puternice legaturi
cu Imperiul (Oberlander-Tarnoveanu 1996 104, n. 30; Gogu 2001 297, n. 31; Isvoranu
si Poenaru Bordea 2003 158, n. 250), precum si exemplare emise la Roma si Ravenna
descoperite tot in spatiul dobrogean (Poenaru si Donoiu 1983 237-238).

Descoperiri similare din nord-vestul Balcanilor, in zona Dunarii Mijlocii si a
Dalmatiei, unde piesele emise in ateliere vestice cunosc o circulatie mult mai intensa,
ofera o perspectiva mai larga asupra schimbarilor economice si administrative operate
de Imperiul Bizantin ca urmare a pierderilor masive de teritoriu din prima jumatate a
secolului al VII-lea (Radié si Ivanisevi¢ 2006 145-149; Mirnik si Semrov 1997-1998
196-201). Faptul ci zona dunareana nu a fost ocolita complet de traficul venit dinspre
Mediterana se confirma si prin descoperiri de la nordul Dunarii. Follis-ul cartaginez de
la Constans al II-lea descoperit la Novaci, in barbaricum (Oberlinder-Tarnoveanu
2004 357), precum si piesele emise la Cartagina, Alexandria si Syracusa, ce faceau
parte din tezaurul de la Obarseni, deja mentionat, indica faptul ca Imperiul, si mai cu
seama zona pontica, continua sa aiba legaturi cu spatiul nord-dunarean, care depaseau
adesea sfera platilor diplomatice reflectate in tezaurele contemporane de hexagrame.
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In concluzie, grupul de monede aflat vremelnic in custodia MNIR vine si
adauge date noi si pretioase la fondul de descoperiri rare de monede din secolul al VII-
lea emise in ateliere vestice, nuantand totodata unele observatii de ordin istoric pentru
deceniile pline de incertitudini si prefaceri culturale si politice ce marcheaza tranzitia
de la antichitate la evul mediu timpuriu in zona Balcanilor rasariteni.

Catalog

1. Mauriciu (582-602)
AE K 3.85g, 16mm.
Cartagina, V4 follis.
MIBEC 124d, a. 592-597.
Fig. 1

2. Heraclius (610-641)
AE M 3.17g, 16mm.
Cartagina, V4 follis.

MIB III 2374, a. 610-612.
Fig. 2

3. Constans II (641-668)

AE M 4.75g, 21mm, surfrapata.
Cartagina, V2 follis.

MIB III 198a, a. 652-657.

Fig. 3

4. Constantin IV (668-685)
AE M 2.98g, 22mm.
Constantinopol, /2 follis.
MIB I1I 87, a.674-685.

Fig. 4
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