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GREEK COUNTERMARKED COINS FROM DOBRUJA
FROM THE 1st - 3rd CENTURY AD
Steluța Marin, Virgil Ioniță
Abstract

Over time, we collected all kinds of images and data of coins that
aroused our interest at one point. They were part of different private collections
of which nothing is known today. The coins come from the region of Dobruja,
offering through their presence new features of the movement of people and
money during the Roman period. Thus, we describe some coins from Tyras, from
Istros and Odessos, from Nicaea and Prusias ad Hypium, from the province of
Bithynia, but also isolated issues from Topirus, Amisus Pontus and Caesarea in
Cappadocia. Some pieces wear countermarks with legends such as , PR,
or the monogram
attributed to the city of Antioch in Pisidia; others are
punched with an imperial head attributed to Vespasian by an unknown mint.
Key words: countermark, monogram, Tyras, Istros, Tomis, Odessos, Nicaea,

Prusias ad Hypium, Topirus, Amisus Pontus, Antioch in Pisidia, Caesarea in
Cappadocia.
Over the years, we had the chance to collect all kind of images and data of coins that
aroused our interest at one point. At the beginning, we were not aware of the historical
value of these specific coins, but with the development of our research interest we managed
to integrate them into a study that put in a new light this numismatic evidence. The coins
were part of different private collections, of which nothing is known today. Therefore, we
sometimes only have a photo, sometimes even just one photo of one monetary face or a
detail, without any technical data. We considered it important to render them even so, due
to the fact that these coins were found in Dobruja region, maybe even in the area of the
Greek cities on the western Pontic coast. Their presence in the Dobruja area offers some
general features of the monetary circulation in this region during the 1st-3rd century AD.
CATALOG
Unspecified mint, first half of the 1st century AD – countermarked by Tyras, Nero’s reign,
54-68 AD ( / bunch of grapes).
Ob. Trace of a laureate head to right. In the middle, a circular countermark of 6.5 × 7.5
mm, with a bunch of grapes, around which is render the legend   –  –  – .
Rv. Completely erased.
Howgego -.
1. AE 18 mm; green patina; ex collection. Pl. 1, 1.
Tyras, Domitian (81-96 AD) – countermarked by Tyras, Trajan’s reign, 98-117 AD (bunch of grapes).
Ob. [ ]. Laureate head to the right. In front of the head,
rectangular countermark of 6 × 7 mm, with a bunch of grapes.
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Rv. The goddess of the city to the left, with a mural crown, sitting on a throne with a
backrest, she holds in her outstretched right hand a wreath and the left arm on the backrest
of the throne.
Anohin 63; Zograph 1957, 44; RPC II 493; Howgego 411 (countermark).
2. AE 23 mm; ex collection. Pl. 1, 2.
Tyras, Domitian (81-96 AD) – countermarked by Tyras, Trajan’s reign, 98-117 AD (bunch of grapes).
Ob. [ ]. Laureate head to the right. In front of the head, a rectangular
countermark of 5 × 7 mm, with a bunch of grapes.
Rv. The goddess of the city to the left, with a mural crown, sitting on a throne with a
backrest, she holds in her outstretched right hand a wreath and the left rests on the
backrest of the throne.
Anohin 63; Zograph 1957, 44; RPC II 493; Howgego 411 (countermark).
3. AE 21-23 mm; ex collection. Pl. 1, 3.
Tyras, Domitian (81-96 AD) – countermarked by Tyras, Trajan’s reign, 98-117 AD (bunch of grapes).
Ob. [ ]. Laureate head to the right. In the front of the head,
rectangular countermark of 5 × 7 mm, with a bunch of grapes.
Rv. The goddess of the city to the left, with a mural crown, sitting on a throne with a
backrest, she holds in her outstretched right hand a wreath and left arm on the backrest
of the throne.
Anohin 63; Zograph 1957, 44; RPC II 493; Howgego 411 (countermark).
4. AE 7.38 g; 22 mm. Classical Numismatic Group, Inc., Electronic Auction 440 / 20.
03.2019, lot 291; from Richard Baker Collection. Pl. 1, 4.
Tyras, Antoninus Pius (138-161 AD) – countermarked by Tyras, Septimius Severus’s reign,
193-211 AD (bunch of grapes).
Ob. [ ]  […]. Laureate bust to the right. On the bust, a rectangular
countermark of 5 × 7 mm, with a bunch of grapes with short tail.
Rv. -.
Anohin 487 obverse, general type; Howgego 411 (countermark).
5. AE 21 mm; ex collection. Only the image of the obverse was preserved. Pl. 1, 5.
Tyras, Iulia Domna (193-217 AD) – countermarked by Tyras, Maximinu’s reign, 235-238
AD (bunch of grapes).
Ob. [ ] . Draped bust to the right. Pearled circle. Down in front of
the bust, a rhomboid countermark of 4 × 5 mm, with a bunch of grapes made of several
grape berries.
Rv.  – . In field to the right, letter . The fluvial God Dniester, lies down,
depicted frontally, to the right, his right arm rests on a vessel, an amphora turned upside
down from which the water springs and a brach upward in the left hand. Pearled circle.
Anohin -; Howgego 412 (countermark)
6. AE 23 × 24 mm; ex collection. Pl. 1, 6.
Tyras, Domitian (81-96 AD) – countermarked by Tyras, Trajan’s reign, 98-117 AD (wheat ear).
Ob. [ ]. Laureate head to the right. In the left field, a rectangular
countermark of 4 × 7 mm, with a wheat ear.
Rv. [ – / – , in field. In exergue, ]. An eagle sitting frontally, slightly to the
right, with the head to the left, with spread wings.
Anohin 485, general type; Howgego 407 (countermark).
7. AE 4.52 g; 20 × 21 mm; ex collection. Pl. 1, 8.
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Unidentified mint, first half of the 1st century AD - countermarked by Tyras, 2nd century
AD (wheat ear, / head of Hadrian, head of Antoninus Pius).
Ob. Trace of a head to the right. Two countermarks were applied:
- in the middle,  a rectangular countermark of 4 × 11 mm with a wheat ear;
- in the upper right field,  an oval countermark of 5 × 7 mm, with the mark (AP
ligatured).
Rv. Completely erased. Two countermarks were applied:
- in the right field,  an oval countermark of 8 × 11 mm, with a laureate head to the
right, that presents stylistic similarities with Hadrian.
- in the left field,  an oval countermark of 9 × 12 mm, with a laureate head to the
right, that presents close features to Antoninus Pius.
Nechitailo, Michailov 2000 47-48, no. 126-128.
8. AE 7.86 g; 22 mm. From the bid of the Antinumus auction house, Ukraine. Pl. 1, 9.
Roman Empire (?) – countermarked by Tyras and Istros, 1st century AD (bunch of grapes,
 ).
Ob. Trace of a head to the right. In the field, two countermarks were applied:
- in the middle, a very small rhomboid countermark of 3 × 4 mm, with a bunch of grapes;
- in the left field, a rectangular countermark of 4 × 10 mm, with the inscription  ,
with  ligatured.
Rv. Extremely erased.
Howgego -.
9. AE 25 mm, ex collection. Pl. 2, 10.
Monetary issues from Istros, 1st century AD (Nero?),
countermarked by Tyras, Nero-Vespasian period, years 54-79 AD (bunch of grapes)
Istros, Nero (54-68 AD) (?)
Ob. Head of an emperor to the right, with unidentified attribute behind him (a scepter?).
Rv. . An eagle with closed wings, standing on a dolphin, to the left.
10. AE  5.57 g; 20 × 21 mm,on the obverse, a small countermark of 3 × 4 mm, with a bunch
of grapes; First Auctions 500, dated by the authors between the years 30-100 AD. Pl. 2, 11.
11. AE  6.60 g; 18 × 19,5 mm; on the obverse, a small countermark of 3 × 4 mm, with a
bunch of grapes; provenance: Izvoarele, com. Lipnița, Constanța County; inv. no. MINAC
83638; Talmațchi 2017 390, no. 56, fig. 2. Pl. 2, 12.
Istros, pseudo-autonomous coin of Apollo type, Nero’s reign (54-68 AD) ?.
Ob. Apollo’s head to the right.
Rv. . An eagle with closed wings, standing on a dolphin, to the left.
12. AE  4.85 g; 20 × 21 mm; on the obverse a small countermark of 2 × 3 mm, with a bunch
of grapes; First Auctions 499, dated by the authors between the years 30-100 AD. Pl. 2, 13.
13. AE  5.90 g; 20 mm; on the obverse, a small countermark of 3 × 4 mm, with a
bunch of grapes; Roma Numismatics Ltd., Auction XVIII / 29th of September, lot 303,
from the William Stancomb Collection, purchased in July 1999. The authors consider
that it is a die flaw on the obverse. Pl. 2, 14.
14. AE  6.75 g; 20 mm; on obverse, two small countermarks, with a bunch of grapes,
each one of 3 × 3 mm; the coin is intentionally cut; provenance: Dobrogea passim.
Talmațchi 2017 391, no. 57, fig. 2. Pl. 2, 15.
Istros, pseudo-autonomous coin of Demeter type, Nero’s reign (54-68 AD)? - countermarked
by Tyras (bunch of grapes) and Tomis (trophy), beginning of 2nd century AD.
Ob. Demeter’s head with veil and wheat ears to right. Two countermarks were applied:
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- in the middle, a rhomboid small countermark of 3 × 5 mm, with a bunch of grapes.
- in the right field, an oval countermark of 5 × 6 mm, with a trophy.
Rv. . An eagle with closed wings, standing on a dolphin, to the left.
15. AE  4.98 g; 21 mm; First Auctions 498, dated by the authors between the years
30-100 AD. Pl. 2, 16.
Callatis, pseudo-autonomous coin of Demeter type, Nero’s reign, 54-68 AD.
Ob. Demeter’s head with veil and wheat ears, to the right. Pearled circle.
Rv.  /  / , inside a wreath of wheat ears, which ends down.
16. AE  6.37 g; 21 mm; London Ancient Coins Ltd, Auction 39/ 18.11.2014, lot 22. Pl. 2, 17.
17. AE 6.87 g; Auktionshaus H. D. Rauch GmbH, Auction 90/ 04.06.2012, lot 54. Pl. 2, 18.
Roman Empire, Claudius (41-54 AD), sestertius - countermarked by Tyras (bunch of
grapes, ), with Q and  (?), 1st century AD.
Ob. Head to right. Four countermarks were applied:
- in the upper right field, a very small circular countermark of 5 × 6 mm, with a bunch of grapes;
- in the lower right field, a rectangular countermark of 4 × 9.5 mm, with the inscription Q;
- in the right field, a countermark of 4 × 8 mm with the letter A (?);
- in the left field, a rectangular countermark of 5 × 10 mm, with the inscription .
Nechitailo, Michailov 2000 49, no. 133.
18. AE 15.2 g; 32 mm. Pl. 2, 19.
Unidentified coins, countermarked by Istros ( ), 1st - 2nd century AD
Ob. Trace of a head. In the middle, a rectangular countermark (unknown dimensions),
with the inscription  , with letters  ligatured.
Rv. -.
19. AE ? mm; ex collection. The photo of the reverse was unavailable. Pl. 3, 20.
Ob. Illegible. In the middle, a rectangular countermark (unknown dimensions), with
the inscription  , with letters  ligatured.
Rv. -.
20. AE ? mm; former collection. The photo of the reverse was unavailable. Pl. 3, 21.
Ob. Trace of a head. In the middle was applied a rectangular countermark of 5.5 × 13
mm, with the inscription  , with letters  ligatured.
Rv. Illegible.
21. AE 6.41 g; 20 × 21 mm; First Auctions 695/2. Pl. 3, 22.
Ob. Illegible. In the middle was applied a rectangular countermark of 5 × 12 mm, with
the inscription  , with letters  ligatured.
Rv. -.
22. AE 22 mm; former collection. The photo of the reverse was unavailable. Pl. 3, 23.
Ob. Trace of a head. In the middle was applied a rectangular countermark of 5.5 × 11
mm, with the inscription  , with letters  ligatured.
Rv. Illegible.
23. AE 3.98 g; 22 mm; First Auctions 695/1. Pl. 3, 24.
Ob. Illegible. In the middle was applied a rectangular countermark of 4 × 14 mm, with
the inscription  , with letters  ligatured.
Rv. Illegible.
24. AE 4.82 g; 29 mm; First Auctions 695/3. Pl. 3, 25.
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Pseudo-autonomous coins from Istros with the legend  , Vespasian’s reign (69-79 AD)
Apollo on omphalos / Dionysus type
Ob. Apollo sitting on omphalos to the left, holding in his right hand a branch downward,
his left hand on a lyre. Pearled circle.
Rv.  - . Dionysus sitting, depicted frontally, with his head to left; he holds in his
right hand a kantaros; his left hand on a tyros; at his feet, on the left side, a panther.
Pearled circle.
25. AE  3.53 g; 19 mm; First Auctions 509, dated by the authors between the years
140-180 AD. Pl. 3, 26.
26. AE  3.27 g; 18 × 19 mm; First Auctions 510, dated by the authors between the
years 140-180 AD. Pl. 3, 27.
Bust of Athena / winged caduceus type
Ob. Athena’s bust with Corinthian helmet and aegis to the right. Pearled circle.
Rv.  - . A winged caduceus. Pearled circle.
27. AE  3.95 g; 18 × 19 mm; First Auctions 511, dated by the authors between the
years 140-180 AD. Pl. 3, 28.
28. AE  2.95 g; 16 mm; First Auctions 512, dated by the authors between the years
140-180 AD. Pl. 3, 29.
29. AE  2.21 g; 16 mm; First Auctions 513, dated by the authors between the years
140-180 AD. Pl. 3, 30.
Tomis, pseudo-autonomous coin of Hermes / winged caduceus type, from the reign of
Vespasian to Domitian, 69-96 AD.
Ob. Bust of Hermes with petasos to the right. Pearled circle.
Rv.  /  –  / . Winged caduceus. Pearled circle.
30. AE  2.46 g; 15 mm; with reference to Regling 2535. Classical Numismatic Group
Inc., Electronic Auction 329/ 25.06.2014, lot 244. Pl. 3, 31.
Odessos, Augustus (27 BC-14 AD) - countermarked by Odessos, 1st century AD (head of
Claudius, head of Domitian).
Ob. Head to the right. Pearled circle. In the field, down, were applied two oval countermarks:
- in the left field, one of 7 × 9 mm, with laureate head of emperor, to the right, that
presents stylistic analogies with Claudius;
- in the right field, one of 7 × 9 mm, with laureate head of emperor, to the right, that
presents stylistic analogies with Domitian.
Rv. [ –  /  – ], around a cornucopiae, in the middle of a laurel wreath.
RPC Supp. 2, 1801.6.
31. AE 8.547 g; 24.4 mm. Forum Ancient Coins, Web Shop, no. 12928. Pl. 4, 32.
Odessos, Augustus (27 BC-14 AD) - countermarked by Odessos, 1st century AD (head of
Claudius, head of Domitian).
Ob. Head to right. Pearled circle. In the field, down, two oval countermarks were applied:
- in the left field, one of 6 × 9 mm, with a laureate head of an emperor to right, who
resembles with Domitian;
- in the right field, one of 8 × 10 mm, with a laureate head to the right, who resembles
with Claudius.
Rv. [ –  /  – ], around a cornucopiae, in the middle of a laurel wreath.
32. AE  11.00 g; 24.5 mm; from the Richard Baker Collection. Classical Numismatic
Group Inc., Electronic Auction 434 / 12.12.2018, lot 199. Pl. 4, 33.
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Odessos, Great God type pseudo-autonomous coin from the time of Augustus (27 BC-14 AD) –
countermarked by Odessos, 1st century AD (head of Claudius, head of Domitian).
Ob. Bearded head of the Great God to the right, with taenia on the head. Pearled circle.
In the field, down, two oval countermarks were applied:
- in the left field, one of 6 × 9 mm, with the laureate head of an emperor to the right,
who resembles with Domitian;
- in the right field, one of 8 × 10 mm, with the laureate head of an emperor to the right, who
resembles with Claudius.
Rv. […]. The Great God on a horseback, riding to the right.
Regling 2209, pl. IV, 14.
33. AE 10.09 g; 25 mm. Classical Numismatic Group Inc., Electronic Auction 143 /
12.07.2006, lot 28. Pl. 4, 34.
Topirus, Antoninus Pius (138-161 AD), countermarked by Topirus, Caracalla, 211-217 AD ( ).
Ob. [ •  •  • •  – ]. Laureate head to the right. In the center,
down, a circular countermark of 6 mm, with the monogram , composed of the letters
 , indicating the name of Marcus Aurelius Antoninus, meaning Caracalla.
Rv. [  ]  – []. Herakles seated on a rock to left, holding a
club set on ground in his right hand and leaning left on rock covered with lion's skin.
BMC Thrace 175, no. 4 var. reverse, as general type; Howgego, 621 (countermark).
34. AE 23 mm; ex collection. Pl. 4, 35.
Amisus Pontus, Hadrian - countermarked by Amisus Pontus, post-Elagabal (Capricorn).
Ob. Completely erased. In the middle, was applied a circular countermark of 6 mm,
with a Capricorn to right.
Rv. Extremely erased. Only the shape of three forested mounds is distinguished, one
next to the other, having in front of them: an ox for sacrifice in the left field, a burning
altar in the middle and a temple, having inside the statue of Zeus, on the right; in
exergue, a sea monster turned to the left.
Waddington 1904 63, no. 90, pl. IX, 10, years 134/135 AD; Howgego 297 (countermark).
35. AE 21 mm; ex collection. Pl. 4, 36.
Nicaea, Domitian ? (81-96 AD) – countermarked with the legend , 2nd century AD.
Ob. [    ]. Laureate head to the right. In front of the
head, a rectangular countermark of 3.5 × 15 mm, with the legend .
Rv. [   ]. The Abundance (?) standing to the left,
holds on the left arm a cornucopiae and in the right hand spread down a branch.
Waddington 1910 405, no. 59, pl. LXVII, 13; Gerasimov 1946 77, pl. 31/7-8; Howgego,
568 (countermark).
36. AE 33 (?) mm; ex collection. Pl. 5, 38.
Roman Empire, Augustus, Divus type (Tiberius, 14-37 AD) - countermarked with the letters
R, Nero’s reign (54-68 AD).
Ob. [….] G [….]. Radiate head of Augustus to the left. In the center, down, a
rectangular countermark of 9 × 9 mm, with the letters R.
Rv. Erased, illegible.
BMC I/ 140-142 (Tiberius); RIC I/ 98-99 (Tiberius); Martini 2002 33, 202-204; Pangerl 87.
37. AE 10.45 g; 27 mm; ex collection. Pl. 5, 41.
Roman Empire, Claudius (41-54 AD) – countermarked with the letters R, Nero’s reign (54-68 AD).
Ob. [...] L R G [...] . Head to the left. Up in the center, a rectangular countermark of 9 × 9 mm, with the letters R. In front of the head, it was
applied again, but unsuccessfully, being partially visible.
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Rv. Completely erased.
RIC I / 127-128; Martini 2002 33, 202-204; Pangerl 87.
38. AE 8.97 g; 28 mm; from Richard Baker Collection, years 1990. Classical Numismatic
Group Inc., Electronic Auction 439 / 06.03.2019, lot 230. Pl. 5, 42.
Nicaea, Trajan (98-117 AD) - countermarked by Pergam, Antoninu’s Pius reign, 138-161
AD (bearded head of Asklepios).
Ob. [  ] [ ]. Laureate head to the right. Pearled circle. In the
left field, a circular countermark of 5 × 6.5 mm, with a bearded head, identified with Asklepios.
Rv. , down. An altar with two doors. Pearled circle.
RPC III / 1150 (incerti of Bithynia); Howgego 4 (countermark).
39. AE 4.00 g; 19 × 20 mm; ex collection. Pl. 6, 43.
Nicaea, Antoninus Pius (138-161 AD) - countermarked by Nicaea, Caracalla’s reign, 211-217 AD
(imperial head).
Ob. [….], letters traces. Laureate head to the right. Pearled circle. In the right side, a
circular countermark of 6 × 6.5, with the head of an emperor, to the right.
Rv. , down. An altar with two doors. Pearled circle.
Waddington 1910 407, no 69 var., pl. LXVIII, 3, with  /  / .
Howgego 65 (countermark).
40. AE 5.72 g; 22 × 23 mm; ex collection. Pl. 6, 45.
Nicaea (?), Domitian (81-96 AD) - countermarked by an unidentified mint, Caracalla’s reign,
211-217 AD (imperial head).
Ob. [...]. Laureate head to the right. In the right field, a round countermark of 5 × 7
mm, with the head of an emperor to the right.
Rv. Completely erased, traces of an unidentified representation.
Howgego 65 (countermark).
41. AE 11.70 g; 24 × 28 mm; ex collection. Pl. 6, 46.
Nicaea (?), Domitian (81-96 AD) - countermarked by an unidentified mint, Caracalla’s reign,
211-217 AD (imperial head).
Ob. […]. Laureate head to the right. In the right field, down, a round countermark of 10
× 12 mm, with the laureate head of an emperor to the right.
Rv. Completely erased.
Howgego 65 (countermark).
42. AE 19.00 g; 32 × 33 mm; ex collection. Pl. 6, 47.
Nicaea, Septimius Severus (193-211 AD) - countermarked by Nicaea, Caracalla’s reign, 211217 AD (winged Nike).
Ob. [   ] – [ ]. Laureate head to the right. Pearled circle. In the
left field, an oval countermark of 9 × 11 mm, with winged Nike to right, holding a wreath in
her hands.
Rv. [] –  – . Tyche standing frontally, with the head to the left, holding a
cornucopiae in her left hand, with her right hand resting on a rudder. Pearled circle.
Waddington 1910 439, no. 322 obverse, cf. pl. LXXV, 21; unpublished reverse; Howgego
254 (countermark).
43. AE 25-26 mm; ex collection. Pl. 6, 48.
Nicaea, Caracalla (211-217 AD) ? – countermarked by Nicaea, Philip the Arab’s reign, 244249 AD (winged Nike).
Ob. 59
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Rv. [ –  – ]. Dionysus standing to the left, in his right hand a kantaros and in
the left hand a tyrsos. In the left field, above, an oval countermark of 8 × 10 mm, with a
winged Nike to the right, holding in her hands a wreath.
Waddington 1910 453, no. 432-437.
44. AE 27 mm; former collection. Pl. 6, 49.
Nicaea, Gordian III (238-244 AD) – countermarked by Nicaea, Philip the Arab’s reign, 244249 AD (winged Nike).
Ob.  . Laureate and draped bust to the right.
Rv. . Abundance standing frontally, to the left, holds in the right hand
a patera and on the left arm, a cornucopiae. In the right field, an oval countermark of 6
× 9 mm, with a winged Nike holding a wreath to the right.
Waddington 1910 487, no. 703, pl. LXXXIV, 37.
45. AE 5.75 g; 23 mm; Savoca Numismatik, Auction 18th Blue Numismatik / 30.03.
2019, lot 685. Pl. 6, 50.
Prusias ad Hypium, Domitian (81-96 AD) ? - countermarked by Prusias ad Hypium, 2nd
century AD ( , imperial head / ).
Ob. […]. Laureate head to the right. The following countermarks were applied:
- in front of the head, a rectangular countermark of 4 × 7 mm, with the monogram
with the letters  (Howgego 608);
- in the left field, an oval countermark of 6.5 × 8 mm with imperial head to the right
(Howgego 217).
Rv. Extremely erased, so that nothing can be distinguished. Down a rectangular
countermark of 7 × 7.5 mm, with the monogram
with the letters  (Howgego 630).
Waddington 1912 604, no. 7-8 for the obverse as a general type.
46. AE 27 mm; ex collection. Pl. 7, 51.
Prusias ad Hypium, Domitian (81-96 AD) - countermarked by Prusias ad Hypium, 2nd -3rd
century AD ( , imperial head / ).
Ob. [ ]  []. Laureate head to the right. Two
countermarks were applied:
- in front of the head, one rectangular of 6 × 5 mm, with the monogram
with the
letters  (Howgego 608);
- in the left field, one oval of 6.5 × 8 mm, with an imperial head to right (Howgego 217).
Rv. Extremely erased, so that nothing can be distinguished. Down a rectangular
countermark of 7 × 7 mm, with the monogram , with the letters  (Howgego 630).
Waddington 1912 604, no. 7 for obverse, as general type.
47. AE 10.15 g; 26 × 27 mm; ex collection. Pl. 7, 52.
Prusias ad Hypium, Domitian (81-96 AD) - countermarked by Prusias ad Hypium, 2nd3rd century AD ( , imperial head).
Ob. […]. Laureate head to the right. The following countermarks were applied:
- down, over the bust, the traces of two rectangular countermarks can be seen; the first one,
shorter, of 5 × 5 mm, with a monogram that cannot be clearly distinguished; the second
one, longer, of 5 × 5 mm, with the monogram
with the letters  (Howgego
608).
- in the right field, an oval countermark of 7 × 9 mm, with an imperial head to the right
(Howgego 217).
Rv. Extremely erased, so that nothing can be distinguished.
Waddington 1912 604, no. 7-8 for obverse, as a general type.
48. AE 18.60 g; 30 × 31 mm; ex collection. Pl. 7, 53.
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Prusias ad Hypium, Domitian (81-96 AD) – countermarked by Prusias ad Hypium, 2nd
century AD ( , ).
Ob. […]. Laureate head to the right. The following countermarks were applied:
- in front of the head, up, a rectangular countermark of 5 × 6 mm, with the monogram
, with the letters  (Howgego 608);
- in front of the head, down, a rectangular countermark of 4 × 5 mm, with the
monogram, with the letters  (Howgego 630).
Rv. Athena (?) walking to the right.
Waddington 1910 - .
49. AE 5.33 g; 22 mm; ex collection. Pl. 7, 57.
Prusias ad Hypium, Domitian (81-96 AD) – countermarked by Prusias ad Hypium, 2nd
century AD ( , ).
Ob. […  …]. Laureate head to the right. In the right field, a rectangular monogram of
4 × 6.5 mm, with a monogram with the letters  (Howgego 608).
Rv. A four columns temple, of which only the fronton is visible. In the field, down, a
rectangular countermark of 6.5 × 7.5 mm, with the monogram
, with the letters
, of different form (Howgego 630).
RPC II / 687, as general type.
50. AE 10.08 g; 26 mm. The coin was part of the bid of the auction house Kölner
Münzkabinett Tyll Kroha Nachfolger UG, Auction 3 / 25.06.2017, no. 240. Pl. 7, 58.
Prusias ad Hypium, 1st-2nd century AD - countermarked by Prusias ad Hypium, Elagabal,
218-222 AD (? / imperial head).
Ob. The trace of a laureate head to the right. In the right field, in front of the head, a
circular countermark of 7 × 8 mm, with a laureate head of an emperor, to the right,
with letters traces on the left part, ?.
Rv. -.
Howgego 109 (countermark).
51. AE 25 mm; ex collection. Pl. 8, 59.
Caesarea in Cappadocia, Lucius Verus (161-169 AD) - countermarked by the Apollinaris XV
Legion, 164-166 AD ( ).
Ob. [ ]. Laureate, draped and cuirased bust to the right. Down, on the
bust, a rectangular countermark of 4.5 × 7 mm, with the letters literele  ( ligatured).
Rv.    . In exergue, […]. The mount Argaeus with a conical
peak, with a star. Pearled circle.
RPC IV, 3 online 8011; Sydenham, Caesarea Suppl. 361c corr.; Howgego 741 (countermark).
52. AE 20 mm; ex collection. Pl. 8, 60.
Caesarea in Cappadocia, Antoninus Pius (138-161 AD) - countermarked by the Apollinaris
XV Legion, 164-166 AD ( ).
Ob. [] […]. Laureate head to the right. Down, on the bust, a rectangular
counter-mark of 4 × 6.5 mm, with the letters  ( ligatured).
Rv.    . In exergue, […]. The mount Argaeus with a conical peak,
with a star. Pearled circle.
RPC IV, 3 online 8011; Sydenham, Caesarea Suppl. 361c corr. Howgego 741 (countermark).
53. AE 7.95 g; 19 mm; from the Richard Baker Collection; Net Classical Numismatic Group,
Inc., Electronic Auction 439 / 06.03.2019, lot 246. Pl. 8, 61.
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Unidentified coin - countermarked by Antiochia, Pisidia (?), the beginning of the 2nd
century AD, especially Trajan’s reign, 98-117 AD ( ).
Ob. The traces of a head to the right. In the field, a rectangular countermark of 5 × 7.5
mm, with the monogram
, with the letters  .
Rv. -.
Howgego 724 (countermark).
54. AE 22 × 24 mm; ex collection. Pl. 8, 62.
Roman Empire, Nero (54-68 AD) - countermarked by an unknown mint, 1st century AD
(imperial head of Vespasian).
Ob. Laureate head to the left. In front of the head, a circular countermark of 6 × 7.5 mm, with
massively laureate head of an emperor, to the right, which has similar features to Vespasian.
Rv. -.
Howgego 106 (countermark); Martini 2002 34, 209-210.
55. AE 23 × 26 mm; former collection. Pl. 8, 64.
The first coins in our catalog bear the countermarks applied by Tyras in the 1st-3rd
century AD, in different historical circumstances, especially in the first part of the interval.
The first of the countermarks is the one with a bunch of grapes accompanied by the
 legend (Plate 1, Fig. 1). It seems to be the earliest, due to the fact that it does not
appear later, probably being issued on the occasion of a certain event. It could be situated
in the second half of the 1st century AD, after the passing of the city under the authority of
Rome, on which occasion the city adopts a new calendar era in 57 AD. The coin on which
the countermark was applied, it can be from anywhere, because it was very wiped-out in
comparison with the other pieces in our catalog. A few years later, in Nero's time, his legate,
Tiberius Plautius Silvanus Aelianus, rejects the attack of the Scythians who besieged the
city of Chersonese (62 AD) (DID II 56). During these actions, it is likely that Tyras, as well
as Olbia, would have accepted the protection of the imperial troops for the safety of the city
and its citizens. In these circumstances, they would have received Roman garrisons and
now the fortress of Charax in Crimea would have been erected (DID II 58; Rostowzew
1902). The presence of Roman troops in Tyras is a plausible reason for countermarking old
coins, given that a new cash infusion brought by soldiers appears on the local market.
It is not excluded a link between the application of the countermark with the 
legend / a bunch of grapes and Nero’s monetary reform, initiated in the year 67 AD. His
initiative will be continued by Vespasian with regard to the silver coin, in his time being
issued significant amounts of denarii that will reach the Moesia region through troops
stationed on the Danube line, following the annexation of Dobruja within the province. The
application of the countermark was aimed at revalidation of the old bronze cash, in order to
be used on the local market of the city. The action is not isolated, but on the contrary, it will
be repeated every time it will be necessary to extend the validity of old bronze coins. If, in
Rome, whenever a monetary reform took place, the old cash was withdrawn from the
market and restruck, here in the north, but also in Dobruja, the Greek cities continued to
keep the old coins in circulation, on which they applied a countermark, without
withdrawing them from circulation for reuse. The method was determined by the fact that
a very limited quantity of cash was running on the market, as evidenced by the monetary
findings in the area (Vertan 2002, for Dobruja).
Most of the pieces (Plate 1, Fig. 2-4), countermarked only with a bunch of grapes,
are issued by Tyras, during Domitian's reign. The countermark would have been applied
later, in Trajan's time, as the sources suggest. From this period, an inscription mentions the
presence of troops, vexillationes, from all the three legions of the Moesia Inferior province:
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I Italica, XI Claudia and V Macedonica, in the city from the bank of the Dnister river (DID
II 122). During Dacian wars, but also after their end, the emperor strengthened the defense
of the Danube border, by creating new stations of the fleet on the river, classis Flavia
Moesica, in Barboși, he renewed the troops designated since Nero's time with the
surveillance of the northern coast of the Black Sea, at Tyras and Olbia. We must also
remember that in the year 107 AD Trajan initiates a new monetary reform, with the
purpose of withdrawing the old cash from circulation, prior to Nero's reform, regardless of
metal (Petac 2010 21-22). One of its effects was the disappearance of the republican denarii
in the monetary deposits in Dobruja that had significant proportions in the treasured mass
in the previous period (80%), or the reduction of their share both in the hoards of the
province of Dacia and in the south of the Danube. Probably the countermark with a bunch
of grapes was applied in this context, in order to allow the extension of the validity of the
previous coins, from Domitian.
A similar stamp was applied by the city on a local coin from Antoninus Pius (Plate 1,
Fig. 5). Although we do not have the reverse, the image is significant for the features that are
similar to earlier countermarks. Its application may not necessarily be related to the presence
of Roman troops in the city, but to the effects of the imperial economic initiatives, such as the
deflationary policy promoted by Commodus, characterized by the periodical alteration of the
alloy, especially in 192 AD (Petac 2010 33). Also, Septimius Severus initiates a new monetary
reform at the beginning of 194 AD, in order to cover all the current expenses. After the
reform, he issues impressive amounts of denarii, which have a low title of silver at around
500 - 475 ‰. However, its effects will be disastrous in the long run. The stylistic resemblance
of the countermark found on the coin of the Antoninus Pius with the previous ones indicates
that it was applied rather during the time of Septimius Severus.
The city of Tyras will use the countermark with a bunch of grapes on a coin from
Iulia Domna (Plate 1, Fig. 6). From a stylistically point of view, it is completely different,
having the rhombic form of a group of grape berries. A similar stamp was also applied on
a local coin from Severus Alexander, as Zograph illustrates in his work on the city's
monetary issues (Zograph 1957 no. 119a/3; pl. X, or. 4). At the same time, we have only
the photo of a slightly different countermark (Plate 1, Fig. 7), but which can be
stylistically situated in the same period as that of Severus Alexander's time (Howgego
412). The Russian numismatist explained that the application of these late countermarks
would have taken place during the period of Maximinus, as a response determined
perhaps by the arbitrary fiscal measures imposed by him1. In his opinion, the city was
later destroyed by the massive raid of the Goths in 238 AD.
Thereupon, it can be concluded that the city used the countermark with a bunch
of grapes periodically, at times when it was necessary to revalidate the old coins: Nero,
Trajan, Septimius Severus, Maximinus. However, this was not the only punch used.
On the Domitian monetary issues another countermark appears, the one with a
wheat ear, which was punched during the Trajan’s reign. Zograph, and later Howgego, claim
that it would also belong to the city of Tyras, which would have used it on small and medium
value coins, as opposed to those of higher value, which were countermarked with a bunch of
grapes (Howgego 407). We present a piece from a former private collection, coming from the
Dobruja area; it is an issue from Domitian, whose bust is clearly visible on the obverse, with
traces of an eagle depicted frontally, on the reverse (Plate 1, Fig. 8). Zograph argues that these
two punches would have regulated the circulation in Tyras, being applied to previous issues,
due to the fact that the monetary issues were interrupted between Domitian and Hadrian2. In
He even observes a „depression” in the activity of the coin mints from Moesia Inferior province, which
cannot be confirmed, for example, in Tomis. (Zograph 1957 43; DID II 227).
2 Zograph 1957 77-80, where it turns out that the application of countermarks is not accidental. Each
countermark is intended for specific issues: the one with the wheat ear is rendered on Domitian's coins,
which have either an eagle or a club on the reverse.
1
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contrast to the one with a bunch of grapes, the wheat ear countermark would have been used
only for Trajan, at the beginning of the 2nd century AD.
In the hope to find a more accurate attribution for the wheat ear countermark, we
have illustrated a piece presented in the online bid of an auction house in Ukraine, a
completely erased bronze coin, which was punched with four countermarks (Plate 1, Fig.
9). The editors of the coins consider that this is a Thracian issue, which would date from the
first half of the 1st century AD, from the transition period, which would have been
countermarked by Tyras. But its shape and the trace of the bust on the obverse suggest it to
be an unidentified bronze coin (maybe even from Tyras) from the first part of the 1st
century AD. The earliest of the countermarks seems to be the one with the wheat ear, which
we located in Trajan's time, in connection with his monetary reform (107 AD).
Next to it, we have a stamp with the monogram , whose explanation is not very
clear at the moment. In Howgego's catalogue, such a monogram is recorded (Howgego 606),
but in his opinion, it was punched on the Roman bronze coins of the SC type from Claudius
or Nero. We should note that a similar countermark, with the same mark, was applied on a
pseudo-autonomous coin from Tomis, goddess of the city / Dioscuri’s bonnets type (Regling
2529) (Gramaticu 2009 153, 386, no. 111/pl. 44). Due to the presence of the 
magistrate's name on the reverse, the coin is dated during the reign of Claudius (Regling
2581), confirming the observation of the English numismatist.
Therewith, relevant is the finding of a coin issued by Antiochia ad Orontes, very
worn, which is part of a hoard constituted of such pieces to which are added coins from
Commagene, but also one from Laodiceea ad Mare (Brunk 1980 67). The coin is an
imperial issue of the city, unidentified, because it is very worn (Brunk 1980 65, no. 93). On
the obverse, in front of the bust, were punched two countermarks, of which the first one,
with the figure III C belonging to a legion, III Cyrenaica (Brunk 1980 72); next to this was
added another rectangular one, with the monogram . The latter has not been attributed
by the author; he assumes that it could come from A (ugustus) IMP (erator), but does not
exclude the possibility of being applied by a Roman legion as well (Brunk 1980 table I, 1).
Despite the different shape of the punch, the resemblance of the writing way of the two
monograms is surprising. The coin is part of a hoard composed of worn pieces, which were
punched in a proportion of 55% with countermarks belonging to some Roman legions. It
seems that this operation would have occurred during the Trajan’s Parthian campaign,
when several legions (at least four) had spent the winter in Antioch (Brunk 1980 76). The
counter-marking would have aimed to validate the old, very used coins, which was still in
circulation in the city and surroundings. The presence in the hoard of a coin punched with
the monogram , after applying the countermark belonging to the III Cyrenaica legion (116
AD), as well as the writing similarities of the monograms, determines us to consider that
the mark on the coin illustrated by us could be applied by a Roman legion. By virtue of this
analogy, we propose to place the mark on our piece at the end of Trajan's reign.
The third countermark appears to be the one on the reverse, in the right field, with
a laureate head that looks stylistically similar to Hadrian. The mint of Tyras begins to strike
coins after those of Domitian only in the time of this emperor. The countermark with the
imperial head was applied to extend the validity of the previous issues existing on the local
market in circulation along with the new one issued with its name. The hypothesis of
Hadrian's visit to the city of the Dniester River is not sufficiently supported by the historical
data, but there was certainly a concern of the emperor for its development.
The last of the countermarks, the one in the left field, presents an imperial head
with features related to those of Antoninus Pius. Its application during the emperor’s time
is not surprising, given the measures taken by him for the prosperity of the city. Now,
Marcus Antonius Hiberus, the first governor of the Moesia Inferior, from the years 138-139
AD, is mentioned in an inscription from Tyras that concerns the tax privileges granted to
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citizens, to be exempted from taxes on the import and export of the tariffed goods (DID II
142; Karyshkovskij, Klejman 1994 273). The imperial dedication was probably accompanied
by special ceremonies and honors given to the emperor. Also, Antoninus Pius strengthens
the city’s garrison, but also in the rest of the cities on the Northern coast of the Black Sea,
supplementing them with troops from the Moesia Inferior army. In Tyras, there are
inscriptions in Latin dedicated by the city’s garrison, both to the emperor and his associate,
Marcus Aurelius. His measures were probably provoked by the events of 150 AD, when the
Sarmatians from the east of Don and the Tauric Scythians attacked Olbia and other
northern cities, protected by Roman troops. The armed forces from the garrison rose
against them, being helped by new detachments sent to their aid; they defeated the
barbarians and restored peace in the area (DID II 141-142). In this context, at one point, it
was necessary to apply the countermark with the imperial portrait.
The next bronze coin (Plate 2, Fig. 10) is very wiped-out, which makes it impossible
to identify the original type. On the obverse, were applied two countermarks, which are
unique in the numismatic literature due to the mode of impression. The first one is the very
small one, 3 × 4 mm, with a rhomboid bunch of grapes. Initially, at a superficial glance, it
may be confused with a punching flaw, but its identification on several pieces from Istros
(Plate 2, Fig. 11-16), as well as its application approximately in the same place, down on the
obverse, on the neck to the personage, determined us to try to attribute it. Interesting is the
fact that it was used mainly on coins struck at Istros in a certain period, as evidenced by the
pieces collected so far. Exceptions are two Roman pieces: ours, which could be an issue
from the first half of the 1st century AD, very worn, maybe even from Augustus and another
one, from Claudius, on which it can be distinguished the imperial head (Plate 2, Fig. 19)
(Nechitailo, Michailov 2000 49, no. 133). In the lot of Istros pieces, there are two coins with
the head of an emperor to the right, with an attribute difficult to identify (scepter?), behind
him (Plate 2, Fig. 11-12) and four other pseudo-autonomous pieces, of which three with the
head of Apollo on the obverse, and the third, with the face of veiled Demetra to the right
(Plate 2, Fig. 13-16), all with the city’s emblem, eagle on a dolphin, on the reverse. On
careful analysis, it can be observed that they have the same advanced degree of wear, some
having the legend wiped-out on the reverse and all are countermarked with the small
punch with bunch of grapes. From a stylistic point of view, they are very similar, both in the
rendering of the emblem and the personages, especially in the case of pseudo-autonomous
ones. Apollo has common features with Demeter, being different only by the absence of the
veil on the head of the goddess. As for the emperor's head, he has similarities in terms of
allure and profile with Nero, as shown on the imperial coins. In conclusion, we can
hypothesize that this series of coins was issued in Istros during Nero's time, during the
legation held by Tiberius Plautius Silvanus Aelianus, who marked by his activity the history
of the cities on the northwestern coast of the Black Sea.
The countermark with bunch of grapes could have been applied to the Istros
coins during his expedition to the north, at which point he rejected the Tauric Scythians
who had besieged Chersonese. This explains the return of the countermarked coins
from the north in the Dobruja region and their circulation until late. Some of the pieces
were found in Izvoarele, Lipnița commune, Constanța County (Talmațchi 2017 390, no.
56, fig 2) or in Dobruja passim (Talmațchi 2017 391, no. 57, fig. 2).
This is also the case of the Istros pseudo-autonomous coin of Demeter type, which
will be countermarked with a 5 × 6 mm oval punch, with a trophy (Plate 2, Fig. 16). It is
very likely that the trophy punch was applied after the end of Trajan's first Dacian war and
the victory of the Adamclisi battle. To such a conclusion, it also leads to the fact that the
first countermark, which could be dated around 62 AD, is visibly wiped than the one with
the trophy, indicating the existence of a long period of time between the two applications.
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These conclusions are also indirectly supported by a pseudo-autonomous issue
from Callatis, with Demeter's face, which presents the same stylistic features as those of
the Istrian coins, confirming its dating during the Nero period. We have introduced in the
illustration plates of the article two coins of this kind, in order to highlight the analogies
between the monetary issues of the West-Pontic coin-mints (Plate 2, Fig. 17-18). Even the
Callatian coins of this type have circulated a lot, because we have countermarked pieces
during Traian's time with the letters . It is known in literature that the punch with
the letters  was applied by the mint of Tomis, in the time of Traian, but for the one
with the trophy, very rarely, we have no precedent. We consider that it was also used by
Tomis, but earlier, immediately after Trajan's victory (102 AD). The other, with the letters
, is more widespread; it seems to be used later, given the implementation of Traian's
monetary reform in 107 AD (Gramaticu 2009 158).
The last countermarked piece with the small punch with a bunch of grapes is a
sestertius from Claudius (Plate 2, Fig. 19), taken from the literature, which could give us some
clearer clues regarding its dating (Nechitailo, Michailov 2000 49, no. 133). Thus, on the very
wiped-out piece are present: the small countermark with bunch of grapes, next to some with
the letters , Q and . The first of the countermarks seems to be the one with the
inscription Q, which would have been applied on the coins from Claudius by the Roman
imperial authorities, it being mentioned by H. Mattingly (BMC I XXXV). He argues that it
was used on an as of this emperor, with Minerva on the reverse. The second one is the
countermark with the inscription , which is supposed to have been applied by Tyras
when it comes under Roman authority, probably after 57 AD (Zograph 1957 32; Howgego
571). It was applied by the city on the worn imperial coins, sestertii and asses from Claudius.
At the time of the expedition of Tiberius Plautius Aelianus in the north of the Black
Sea, the city applies the small punch with bunch of grapes on all the pieces available (Roman
Empire, Istros) to recognize their value and facilitate their circulation on the local market (62
AD). Here, we must recall that it was followed in the conditions of Nero's monetary reform,
by the countermark with the letters  / bunch of grapes (after 67 AD).
The last one is the countermark with the letter A, whose meaning is not known
to us. Due to the fact that it is just a drawing, there is a possibility that the monogram
may be incompletely rendered. Initially, we thought it might represent a value sign, as
Olbia applied on its coins in the early 170s AD (Howgego 746). But the weight of 15.2 g
and the diameter of 32 mm do not allow this, because an assarion, represented by the
letter A, weighs about 3.14 g. Also, it could be the incomplete variant of the mark ,
present on another bronze coin, that I already discussed above. By virtue of this
comparison, there is the possibility that it was applied by a Roman legion, a fact for
which it could be dated to the end of Trajan's reign, after the end of the Parthian Wars.
It is interesting that on our very wiped-out piece (Plate 3, Fig. 10) it is present next
to the small punch with a bunch of grapes, an inscription of 4 × 10 mm, with the legend
 . We must take into account that it is a very worn Roman issue of 25 mm, which
arrived here from the north of the Black Sea (due to the presence of the bunch of grapes).
Therefore, it is possible that the legend of   was applied by Istros under the conditions
of the Nero’s monetary reform, in the year 67 AD, at the latest at the beginning of
Vespasian's reign. It is noticed that there is not a long period of time between the two
applications, because the first punch is very clear, not being erased or worn.
We should note the fact that this legend is punched on the reverse of a few
pseudo-autonomous issues from Istros: some of the Apollo on omphalos / Dionysus type
(Plate 3, Fig. 26-27) and others of the bust of Athens / winged caduceus type (Plate 3,
Fig. 28-30). Both were pounched with the legend of  , which made us wonder about
their dating and the connection with the Istros countermark. They were dated by the
authors between 140-180 AD, without any argument (First Auctions 2012 76-77, nos.
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509-510, nos. 511-513). However, some elements seem to indicate an earlier dating of
them. The image of Apollo on omphalos is present in the iconography of the coins of
Istros from the beginning of the 1st century AD, being an issue that marks the transition
from the autonomous issues3 to those of the imperial period, when they are resumed at
different times of the 1st century AD4. Also, starting with Augustus, the winged caduceus
is increasingly used in Roman monetary iconography. In the North-Pontic area, Olbia
uses a winged caduceus to countermark its pseudo-autonomous issues from Tiberius
(Howgego 389) or from the Flavian period until late (Howgego 390).
If we compare the legend   of the countermark punched on the Roman coin
with the one on the reverse of the pseudo-autonomous issues from Istros, we find small
stylistic differences in the rendering of the ligature ( ). Therefore, we consider that the
pseudo-autonomous coins of Apollo on the omphalos / Dionysus type and those with the
Athena bust / winged caduceus are slightly later than the used punch. The existence of
imperial denarius issues during Vespasian (BMC II 25-26, nos. 137-141: Rome, 74 AD),
which present on the reverse a winged caduceus, leads us to advance the idea that pseudoautonomous coins could have been struck in Istros, starting with the reign of this emperor.
The hypothesis regarding the dating of the Istros coins at Vespasian is indirectly
supported by the existence of a pseudo-autonomous piece from Tomis, with a winged
caduceus on the reverse, which has similarities in style (Plate 3, Fig. 31). Following its
comparison with the coins with the imperial bust of the Tomitan mint, it can be located
by virtue of the artistic features, as well as the way of writing the legend  in
the time of Vespasian, maybe Titus, but no later than Domitian (Regling / 2590-2591,
2594). The hypothesis is not hazardous if we think that starting with 69 AD, Dobruja
enters in the province of Moesia, at this moment being taken a series of administrative
and military measures: the Danube line is strengthened, military units are brought in,
the Danube fleet is reorganized (IstRom 2010 299-300).
A coin with the bust of Athena / winged caduceus was found in the surroundings of
Babadag, Constanța County5, and another one is preserved in the collection of the Museum
of National History and Archeology in Constanța6. By virtue of the style and the presence of
the lunar sigma in the legend on the reverse, the issue was placed, unfortunately, in a wide
interval, between the end of the 1st century AD and the beginning of the 2nd century AD
(Preda 1958 118-119).
The issue with Apollo on omphalos / Dionysus is stylistically followed by
another issue, whose reverse   legend is replaced by  – 7. This coin can
be dated to the period immediately preceding Trajan. Such a late piece was found in
Istros, during the excavation campaign of 1954, being dated by the author at the
beginning of the Roman era, based on the legend and its lunar sigma8. By comparison
with the countermark  , with the pseudo-autonomous piece from Tomis, with a
winged caduceus on the reverse, it can be stated that the coins that bear the legend
  can be dated in the time of Vespasian. These coins are of medium and small size,
Gramaticu, Ioniță 2007 40, argues that the Istros mint issues coins with Apollo on omphalos on the
obverse and the emblem of the city on the reverse, without any name of magistrate, even before
Burebista's expedition to conquer the Pontic cities; they were followed after the death of the GetoDacian king by this type issues bearing the name of the magistrate .
4 First Auctions 2012 110, no. 685, publishes a coin that according to the stylistic features would be
dated in the first half of the 1st century AD.
5 Preda 1958 113, no. 5: AE 2.61 g; 15.5 mm; inv. MNA 441.
6 Talmațchi 1999-2001 143, no. 4: AE 2.08 g; 15 mm; inv. MINAC 21800.
7 First Auctions 2012 76, no. 508: AE  3.11 g; with the legend  –  on the reverse.
8 Preda 1958 113, no. 6: AE 3.14 g; 17.5 mm; inv. MNA 435, and page 114.
3
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which means that Istros issued them in order to ensure the demands for small cash for
the daily needs of the market.
The Istros mint uses the countermark with the name of the city whenever the
validity of the old cash in circulation will be extended. The countermark is intended for
the Roman or foreign coins which are extremely wiped-out and on which no sign that
guarantees its value can be distinguished. The Istros authorities applied this punch with
the name of the city in order to give the metal a value. Concerning the dating, the first
countermark with   (Plate 2, Fig. 10) is placed at the end of Nero’s reign, after the
monetary reform from 67 AD or during Vespasian's time, when Roman troops were
brought to Dobruja to ensure the protection of the Danube border against the Barbarian
attacks. This fact is also supported by the existence of the pseudo-autonomous coins of
Apollo on the omphalos / Dionysus type and the one with the Athena bust / winged
caduceus monetary issues, which bear a similar legend.
From the illustration (Plate 3) it appears that over the years several countermarks have been used. They are stylistically different and they can be differentiated by
the writing manner of the legend (  or  , later), of the letters and by the
rendering of the ligature in the form
instead of (Nero-Vespasian). C. Preda edits
such a piece, completely wiped-out, on which this countermark appears, rendered in a
certain stylistic way, with the ligatured letters T, the second letter having a specific
round form (Preda 1998-2003 339, no. 7). The author dates the 20 mm coin, found in
Sinoie, Mihai Viteazu commune, Constanța County, during the 1st century AD. Given the
preceding Roman coin and the writing differences, with the final  in the  , we
prefer to place this type of countermark in a period prior to Trajan, perhaps during
Domitian’s reign, when there are disturbances in the area related to the Dacian conflicts.
In our catalog, there is described such a coin from a former collection, very wiped-out
and without any technical data, which could be placed now (Plate 3, Fig. 20).
Most of the pieces (Plate 3, Fig. 21-24) were printed with a slightly different
legend, with the ligature written differently. They have dimensions between 20-22
mm and are also very worn, being visible only the shape of a head on the obverse. There
is no element that makes it possible to identify their issuer, thus they may be of a
different origin, being probably struck in other mints than Istros one. Therefore, it is
possible that they were countermarked in the period of Trajan, after his reform of 107
AD, which aimed to eliminate old pieces, prior to Nero's reform. On the other hand, the
presence in the area of the Roman troops involved in the fighting with the Dacians from
the south of Dobruja, made this initiative necessary. The variety of the punches
indicates that a large countermarking action took place at one point.
The last coin (Plate 3, Fig. 25) bears a distinct punch from the others, in terms
of size, but also the way of writing, which is quite unclear. The piece has circulated a lot,
because this is the only way to explain the reduced weight of 4.82 g at a size of 29 mm.
It is possible that it dates from the 1st century AD, remaining in circulation until
exhausted. The application of the countermark could be dated by the form of the punch
in the time of Septimius Severus, in the first part of his reign, after the monetary reform
from 194 AD. Its preserving in circulation does not surprise us, if we consider the
period of Marcus Aurelius, after the 170 AD incursion of the Costoboci people in
Dobruja, which produced massive damages to Istros, but also to the other Greek cities
on the Pontic coast. Due to the limited resources, the method of capitalization of any
old coin in circulation by countermarking was used.
In our study, we also included a few coins, found on the online sites, which were
issued by Odessos during Augustus. That can also relate to the early countermarking by
the Greek cities (Plate 4, 32-34). The first two pieces are punched with the emperor's
head on the obverse and the cornucopiae on the reverse, while the third piece appears to
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be a pseudo-autonomous issue, of the Great God / rider type. The coin is stylistically very
similar to the first two, so it is placed at the same time. In addition to the common style
elements, they were punched on the obverse with two voluminous countermarks, with
imperial laureate heads to the right. If we analyze the degree of wear of the coins, it can
be seen that the punches were applied when they were already in circulation for a long
time, being quite worn-out. At the same time, it is noted that there is a time interval
between the use of the first and the second countermark, as they have different degrees of
deterioration.
As it can be seen from the first image, the oldest of the countermarks seems to be
the one with an imperial head, from the lower left field, which has features similar to
those of emperor Claudius. The countermark of 6 × 9 mm, is depicted on the other pieces
in the lower right field. The operation would have been determined, as in the case of the
city of Tyras (with the  legend on the sestertii and the asses from Claudius), by the
necessity of renewing the validity of the city's monetary issues. As in this mint, in Odessos
after the first issue of Augustus, the city will only start striking coins again in Domitian's
time. The punch with the imperial head was intended to extend the validity of the
previous coins existing on the local market. In Claudius' time, the coastal region will
come under Roman administration, once the province of Thrace was established (46 AD)
(IstRom 2010 298). The application of the countermark is probably related to this fact,
guaranteeing the validity of the coins in the new political situation.
The second countermark of 6 × 9 mm, has a laureate imperial head, which
presents traits similar to Domitian's face. It was punched much later, during this
emperor’s reign, having the same explanation of the extension of the validity of the
pieces after the entry of Greek cities in the administrative structure of the province of
Moesia Inferior, as Odessos starts to issue coins with the portrait of the emperor
Domitian now. The application of the countermark allowed the circulation of the old
coins next to the newly issued ones, with the imperial portrait of the Domitian on the
obverse. Recent research would have advanced the hypothesis that these coins were
countermarked at the beginning of the 1st century AD, with the heads of Augustus and
the Thracian king Rhoemetalkes I (12 BC - 12 AD) (Vekov 2014 135, 143, 153, no. 3032). The degree of deterioration of the coins, the difference between the wear of the
countermarks and that of the pieces and the presence of a laurel wreath on the imperial
heads suggest a later dating of the punches. Their use shows that they were used
whenever a new guarantee of the value of the worn coins was needed.
In continuation, we describe a coin from a former private collection, which
comes from the Dobruja area (Plate 4, Fig. 35). It is an issue struck by Topirus during
Antoninus Pius' period, with Herakles sitting on a rock on the reverse. On the obverse
was punched a countermark with the monogram , which would read the letters 
, representing the abbreviated name of Caracalla: Marcus Aurelius Antoninus
(Howgego 621). It was applied during his time on the previous issues of the city of
Antoninus Pius, probably to extend their validity under the conditions of the striking of
new coins with the portrait of emperor Caracalla9.
Another piece, with the same origin, is so wiped-out that on the obverse there is
nothing more distinguished, being punched with a 6 mm countermark, with a
Capricorn to the right (Plate 4, Fig. 36). On the reverse, the form of a representation is
barely visible. The wiped-out image has analogies to a coin issued by Amisus Pontus in
Hadrian's time: three wooded hills, with in front of them an animal for sacrifice, an
altar and a temple. This identification is also supported by the presence of the
Between Antoninus Pius and Caracalla, no issues of the city with the portraits of other emperors are
attested.
9
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countermark with a Capricorn on other issues of the city as well. The countermark was
applied on an earlier coin, from Tiberius, an example being the coin published by W.
Stancomb in his catalog (Plate 4, Fig. 37) (Stancomb 1044; Howgego 298). The
Capricorn is depicted next to another countermark, with a winged Nike standing to the
right, raising a wreath in her right hand. This would have been applied by Nicaea in
parallel with Amisus in a period subsequent to the reign of Tiberius (Howgego 253).
Also, the countermark with a Capricorn to the right is used by Amisus as well on
the city’s coins of the Severan era, the latest being a piece from Elagabal (219/220 AD)
(Howgego / 299). Howgego argues that the Capricorn punch belongs to the city of
Amisus itself, being used from time to time by authorities to celebrate Augustus, who
freed the city from the tyrant Straton (Howgego 298). The punching of the
countermark on our very worn coin, which could be dated in time of Hadrian, suggests
a late dating of the countermarking operation, which Amisus would have carried out in
a period after Elagabal’s reign (post 220 AD).
Another very wiped-out piece from the Dobruja region bears a lesser known
countermark of 3.5 × 15 mm, with the inscription  (Plate 5, Fig. 38). Tonzos is
the personification of a river that appears on the coins issued by Hadrianopolis, in
Thrace, hence the hypothesis that the legend would have been applied by this city
sometime at the beginning of the 2nd century AD10. Despite its state of pronounced
degradation, our coin was probably struck in Nicaea during Domitian's time. On the
other hand, Ch. Howgego, following Th. Gerasimov observes that the inscription was
rend on a dupondius from Augustus and on a provincial coin from Trajan. In the online
bid of the auction houses, I found a piece from Domitian from Nicaea (Plate 5, Fig. 39),
much better preserved, with a different reverse, with a personage to the left (Spes?)11.
The punch was also applied on a much earlier issue, from Maroneea during Nero's time
(Plate 5, Fig. 40)12, which shows that it is possible to have earlier pieces countermarked
with this inscription. Its use probably took place at the beginning of the 2 nd century AD,
under the conditions of the application of Trajan’s monetary reform, from the year 107
AD, in the settlement that preceded the construction of the city of Hadrianopolis in
Thrace, which at that time did not have its own issues. Also, by applying this punch, it
was allowed to use them in the monetary circulation on the local market, a fact
suggested by the Trajan’s provincial coin itself.
The next piece is a Roman issue from Augustus of the Divus type, very worn,
wearing a 9 × 9 mm countermark, with a monogram consisting of the letters R (Plate 5,
Fig. 41). In the online bid of the auction houses, we identified a wiped-out as from
Claudius, on which the same countermark was applied twice, firstly in front of the
emperor, but failed, being partially visible, a second time, even on his head (Plate 5, Fig.
42). It seems that this punch was used on the early Roman coins, worn due to the long
circulation, in Nero's time, at the end of his reign, after the monetary reform of 67 AD or
in the period immediately following, during Vespasian's reign, which continues to apply
the previous measures. For the interpretation of the letters R, it was advanced the
hypothesis that they would come from the formula (opulus) R(omanus), following the
initiative of the Roman authority (Martini 2002 33, 202-204; Pangerl 87).

Gerasimov 1946, p. 77, pl. 31/7-8; Howgego 568. This is Tundja, which flows into the Marița river.
Classical Numismatic Group Inc., Electronic Auction 439/ 06.03.2019, lot 236: Nicaea, Domitian
– countermarked by Hadrianopolis - AE 21.70 g; 35 mm; with a rectangular countermark of 3.5 ×
12.5 mm; from the Richard Baker Collection. Waddington 1910 406, note 2.
12 Classical Numismatic Group, Inc., Electronic Auction 123 / 28.09.2005, lot 67: Maroneia, Nero –
countermarked by Hadrianopolis - AE 7.71 g; 24 mm, with a rectangular countermark of de 3.5 × 15
mm; from the Ian Roper Collection. RPC I / 1732.
10
11
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Next, we have a group of pieces from Nicaea, Bithynia, which were countermarked with different punches during the Roman period. Thus, a countermark rarely
encountered is that of a bearded male head to the right, which was identified by Ch.
Howgego with the god Asklepios (Howgego 4). It is punched on an assarion coin from
Nicaea struck in the time of Trajan, on the reverse of which it can be distinguished an
altar with two doors, below which the legend  is depicted (Plate 6, Fig. 43). Also,
here it is illustrated a fragment from the obverse of a coin about which we didn’t
manage to preserve any information (Plate 6, Fig. 44)13. Despite the lack of any data,
from the photo, it can be observed that it is the same type of countermark, with
Asklepios's bearded head, but applied with a slightly different punch.
The countermark would have been used by Pergam, Mysia, on his own coins
minted during the emperor Trajan (on the pseudo-autonomous ones, but also on those
with his portrait), but also on the issues circulating on the local market of the city, such
as Nicaea. Given the advanced degradation of the coin from Nicaea, as well as of the
issue illustrated by Howgego, it can be assumed that the countermarking operation
took place at the latest, during Antoninus Pius's reign, when the city's monetary issues
were resumed. Between Trajan and Antoninus Pius, the mint of Pergam would not have
struck coins with the imperial portrait. The resumption of their striking made it
necessary to apply the countermark on the previous coins to allow its use alongside the
new issues with the head of Antoninus Pius.
The next piece, very worn, is also from Nicaea, issued during the time of Antoninus
Pius, having the same type of reverse, with a two-door altar and the legend  /
 /  (Plate 6, Fig. 45). On the obverse, a small countermark of 6 × 6.5 mm,
with an imperial head to the right, very wiped-out, was rendered. Howgego records this
type of punch, showing that it was massively applied to Nicaea on its own issues during the
Severan dynasty. He states that the punch with an imperial head was applied on the
obverse over another countermark of the fortress, with the winged Nike to the right, which
holds a wreath (Howgego 254). The latter was punched on local issues struck before the
year 209 AD, which means that the countermarking operation with Nike took place
starting with Caracalla's reign. Over the one with Nike, was punched the countermark with
the imperial head that can be attributed to the same emperor. It is not excluded that its
application is related to the passage of the Roman troops through the area and the time
spent by the emperor at Nicomedia during the winter of 214/215 AD. The state of
degradation of our coin suggests a long circulation and the possibility of countermarking it
in the time of the Severan dynasty.
We situated here two other coins, extremely worn, originating from some former
collections. The coins were found in Dobruja and they could have been countermarked by
the cities from Bithynia, on the occasion of the troops of emperor Caracalla passing
through this region. Thus, we presented a worn piece from Domitian, which may belong to
Nicaea mint (Plate 6, Fig. 46). On the obverse, it bears a small punch of 5 × 7 mm, with the
head of an emperor, to the right. The coin is very wiped-out, revealing a long circulation,
even after the application of the countermark. Another piece, with a similar worn state, was
punched with a countermark of 10 × 12 mm, depicting the laureate head of an emperor to
the right (Plate 6, Fig. 47). It is an issue from Domitian, which I have assigned, with
reserves, to Nicaea or to another mint from Bithynia. Interestingly, the piece has remained
in circulation for so long that the emperor's head on the obverse or the one on the

The data are no longer known and we do not have the complete photograph of the piece that was
countermarked. We decided to illustrate it in order to highlight the fact that there are several
countermarks variants.
13
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countermark can hardly be distinguished, despite its rather large shape. It is quite possible
that the punch was applied in another city from the same province.
The mint of Nicaea resume the countermarking with an imperial head at a later
period, during the reign of Gordian III. Howgego mentions a coin from Maximinus,
countermarked with both punches (Nike and imperial head), as evidence that the operation
occurred before the late countermarking with Nike, in the time of Philip the Arab
(Howgego 65).
The countermark with an imperial head to the right was applied by Nicaea on his
own issues and later as well, after Gallienus's reign, when 19 pieces with this punch were
mentioned (Howgego 66). Unlike the previous ones, from Caracalla and Gordian III, it was
applied only on the reverse, this being a distinct element of separation.
In our study, we also have a coin from Nicaea (Plate 6, Fig. 48), found in the
Dobruja region: an issue from Septimius Severus, which is punched on the obverse with a 9
× 11 mm oval countermark, with winged Nike to the right, raising a wreath in her right
hand. The reason for its application is not very clear. It was punched only on local issues
struck before the year 209 AD, which means that the countermarking operation, with the
Nike punch, starts with the Caracalla’s reign. The English numismatist assumes that Nike's
choice refers rather to the name of the city, rather than being linked to a certain victory of
the city (Howgego 254).
A countermark with the winged Nike, in the same posture, was applied at a later
time, on the Nicaea coins, starting with Caracalla and ending with Gordian III (Howgego
255). Unlike the early countermark from the Severians, it was applied only on the reverse
of the coins. We only have the reverse of a coin that was found in our area, which was
careless photographed, but it is important considering the monetary type and the
countermark (Plate 6, Fig. 49). The high degree of wear of our piece suggests an earlier
dating, perhaps during Caracalla's time, when several representations of Dionysus on
coins are attested (Waddington 1910 453, no. 432-437).
For comparison, we have added a coin from the online bid of an auction house, from
Gordian III (Plate 6, Fig. 50), which reveals the same features as our punch. By virtue of the
impeccable state of preservation of the coin from Gordian III, it can be stated that the punch
was applied after at the end of the reign of this emperor or shortly after, in the time of Philip
the Arab, without yet knowing the reason for this action. It is not excluded, that application of
the Nike to be related to some games dedicated to the imperial cult,  ,
whose existence prove was inscribed on the reverse of a coin from Philip the Arab
(Waddington 1910 731). Another fact that can support this hypothesis it is given by the
reverse of a piece from Otacilla Severa, on which is impressed an image of the winged Nike,
holding a wreath, to the left (Waddington 1910 733). Coins from Nicaea were found
throughout Dobruja, both in Greek cities and in smaller local settlements. Most of them are
grouped during the Severan period (EIAVR 190-191, s.v. Nicaea).
In our lot we have several pieces that also come from Bithynia, but from another
city, from Prusias ad Hypium, thus indicating an intense movement of people and
goods with this southern province. We present summary data of some pieces found
here, which were issued during Domitian's time (Plate 7, Fig. 51-54, 57). As it can be
seen, they are very worn, because they have been in circulation for a long time. Their
origin is also confirmed by the countermarks applied by the same mint. The first one is
the one with the monogram
, with the letters O TP, identified in the literature
as coming from the legend  , which was applied during the reign
of Trajan (Howgego 608). M. J. Price considers that the moment of applying the
countermark would be in the first years of the emperor's reign, when he did not have
his own monetary issues (Price 1967 38). His opinion is contradicted by the new issues
of the city with Trajan's head, which have appeared in recent years on the online sites of
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the auction houses (Plate 7, Fig. 55-56)14. These were countermarked with the same
monogram
that renders the title of the emperor. Consequently, the countermarking
operation took place only after the monetary reform of Trajan from 107 AD. The
monogram was applied on all the issues prior to 107 AD, on the wiped-out coins from
Domitian, but also on the most recent ones from Trajan.
The second countermark is the monogram
, with the letters , that
renders the name of the city (Howgego 630). M. J. Price considers that it would have
been applied in the last years of Domitian's reign to his pieces to certify that they were
struck at Prusias ad Hypium. The city’s monetary issues of his time carry some legends
such as   (Waddington 1912 603-604, no. 6-7) or 
, the last one mentioning the carrying out of some games dedicated to Zeus
(Καπετωλιος) as part of the imperial cult, after 86 AD (Price 1967 39). The argument of
the English numismatist does not match the two illustrated coins from Trajan. On the
reverse, the name of the city is only given by two letters:  - , with an altar in the
middle. But they are not countermarked with the punch bearing the name of the city.
From the state of preservation of the coins from Domitian and of the countermarks, it
appears that the monogram with the name of the city
was applied after the one with
the title of emperor Trajan, after a short period. The countermarking operation would
have taken place when the city was visited by Hadrian in 124 AD, this being named in
an inscription dedicated to the locals,  (Waddington 1912 602). It is known
that the visit of an emperor accompanied by military troops determines the authorities
to take such measures, extending the validity of worn coins found on the local market15.
The hypothesis is supported by the fact that the punch was used only on coins so
wiped-out that they are illegible, in order to certify the commercial value of the piece of
metal. Keeping these pieces in circulation indicates that the city's resources were quite
limited, fact which did not allow them to withdraw the coins from the circulation.
We should note that several punches were used, as shown in the photograph of
a coin from Domitian in our lot (Plate 7, Fig. 57), with Athena to the right on the
reverse16, to which we added another piece from the online trade (Plate 7, Fig. 58). It
can be seen that the letters  and  are quite visible, while the letter  is less clear ( ).
The third countermark, bearing the portrait of an emperor to the right, was
subsequently applied in the time of the Antonines (Howgego 217). Howgego states that
Price would have identified the imperial bust as belonging to an empress, Faustina II
(Price 1967 39). From our illustration, it appears that there are several punches with
imperial heads, they being stylistically different. The first punch of this type has stylistic
similarities with the emperors from the Antonines dynasty, Antoninus Pius, perhaps
Marcus Aurelius (Plate 7, Fig. 51). Our opinion is supported by the fact that the punches
used previously, with Trajan's monograms and the name of the city are clearly rendered.

Gorny & Mosch Giessener Münzhandlung, Auction 118 / 15.10.2002, lot 1726: AE 6.14 g; 22 mm;
Numismatik Naumann (formerly Gitbud & Naumann), Auction 43 / 01.05.2016, lot 623: AE 7.01 g;
22 mm; with reference to RPC III 1103.
15 Howgego 4. An example is the stationing of Caracalla and his troops at Nicomedia during the
winter of 214/215, when the authorities carried out countermarking operations of old coins, worn out
due to their circulation, with a punch with the emperor's face (Howgego 67).
16 Our coin is similar with an unpublished monetary issue from Domitian found in the bid of an auction
house, bearing on the reverse the depiction of the goddess Athena, walking towards right, holding a
spear in her right hand and a shield in the left hand, alongside a confusing form of the legend
 . Saint Paul Antiques, Auction 2 / 18.03.2017, lot 205: AE  7.94 g; 25 mm.
14
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The countermarking operation took place in the time of Antoninus Pius, perhaps at
Marcus Aurelius, being determined by the need to renew the validity of worn coins.
The second punch with imperial head (Plate 7, Fig. 52-53) is very similar to those
used at Nicaea (Howgego 65) or Nicomedia, during Caracalla's time. In the last city, the
Roman troops spent the winter (214/215 AD), the emperor celebrating here his birthday,
on April 4th, 215 (Howgego 67). Therefore, it is possible that a similar countermark, with
Caracalla's head, may have been used by the city itself, when the emperor visited the town
(Waddington 1912 602). This conclusion is determined by the stylistic similarities of the
countermarks from the Bithynian cities, but also by the fact that the previous punches, with
monograms, are much more worn, wiped-out, indicating that the application of the
imperial head was made later than that of the previous one, from the Antonine period.
We assigned the following coin to the Prusias ad Hypium mint, by virtue of the
countermark with the imperial head accompanied by the traces of some letters (Plate 8,
Fig. 59). In the time of Elagabal the mint used to countermark the worn coins existing
on the market, during the emperor's visit to the city (Waddington 1912 602; Price 1967,
40). The punch consists of Elagabal's head to the right, having behind his head the
letters , the initials of the name Antoninus. The advanced state of degradation of the
coin, but also of the countermark reveals that the piece arrived in our area much later,
after countermarking, remaining in circulation for a long time.
Another piece from our lot, of a reduced size, of about 20 mm, comes from
Caesarea in Cappadocia and it was issued in the time of Lucius Verus (Plate 8, Fig. 60).
On the obverse was applied a countermark with the letters  , partly in the ligature,
belonging to the XV Apollinaris legion. In the bid of the auction houses, there is also a
coin from Antoninus Pius, bearing the same punch (Plate 8, Fig. 61) (Howgego 740,
with the punch from no. 741). The monetary issues were countermarked during the
years 164-166, on the occasion of Lucius Verus' military expedition to the east during
the emperor's campaign against the Parthians, which resulted in the restoration in
Armenia of a dynasty favorable to Rome.
The following coin found in Dobruja’s area is interesting because of the countermark it carries (Plate 8, Fig. 62). Although we have only one photo of the obverse, it can
be seen that the coin is completely wiped-out, being punched only with a mark
, in
which the letters   can be distinguished. In his catalog, Ch. Howgego publishes
an equally worn coin, with the identical monogram and without any trace of the previous
image (Plate 8, Fig. 63). By virtue of combining the mark
with other countermarks
(with the bust of the god Men on the horn of the moon, Howgego 18-19), he proposes an
attribution of the issue to the city of Antioch in Pisidia (Howgego 724). The letters in the
monogram confirm the attribution of the English numismatist, but it remains a question
mark. Why a city that comes under Roman authority since the time of Augustus, that
strikes coins with Latin legends since the 1st century AD, would have countermarked a
monogram with Greek letters, as it seems at first sight. Therefore, we remain reserved
until full identification of the monogram. Based on the combination of countermarks
with the representation of the god Men with more exactly dated ones, for example, the
one with the R legend, applied on coins from Titus (Howgego 588), we propose that
the application of our countermark be dated towards the end of the 1st century AD and
later. However, the degree of wear of the illustrated coins determines us to place them
after the reform of Trajan in 107 AD, this being the reason for their punching. Coins from
Antioch in Pisidia have been reported in Dobruja region, but they date back to Gordian
III and Gallienus (Vertan 1981 284-285).
For the last bronze coin in our catalog, we have only the photograph of an
obverse, without other data (Plate 8, Fig. 64). On it is rendered the head of emperor
Nero, on which was applied a countermark with a massive laureate head, to the right. In
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the bid of the auction houses, we found a Roman coin, an as from Claudius, which was
stamped with an identical punch (Plate 8, Fig. 65)17. R. Martini argues that it is Herakles'
head to the right (Martini 2002 34, 209-210). At first, we were tempted to identify him
with this hero, but the fact that he is laureate suggests that this is the image of an
emperor. On the other hand, the massive countermarked head has features very similar
to those of emperor Vespasian. This means that the punch was applied during his reign
by an unspecified mint on earlier imperial Roman coins.
If we compare the two pieces, it is noticeable that the issue of Nero is much more
used than the earlier coin of Claudius. It is likely that it remained in circulation for a
longer period of time, fact also supported by the high degree of wear of the punched
countermark. As for the mint that would have countermarked the pieces, we have no
clue. The moment of its application stands after Vespasian's struggles against the Jewish
revolt and after his proclamation as emperor on July 1st, 69 by the Roman legions in
Roman Egypt and Judea. The conflict continued, with hostilities led by his son, Titus,
ending with the siege and destruction of Jerusalem. The countermark was applied by one
of the cities in the area affected by the passage of the imperial legions. R. Martini shows
that there is the possibility that it was punched by the Roman legions established on the
Danube line, brought to fortify the border of the empire (Martini 2002 34). Following the
example of the other countermarks with imperial heads applied by the cities of the SouthPontic region, we consider that it is rather a city located in the southern area, affected by
the passage or stationing of the Roman troops involved in the war against the Jews.
From the description of the pieces above, it can be seen that in the territory of
Dobruja there were coins struck in the most remote regions of the Roman world. They do
not necessarily reflect a trade with the cities from the Asia Minor provinces, but
especially the movement of people.
Most findings are from the south, from the cities of Bithynia, from Niceea and
Prusias ad Hypium. Among other unusual findings on the territory of Dobruja, there is a
coin from Aspendus, Pamphylia, from Macrinus. It is true that it was found in a 4th
century tomb along with a Gloria Exercitus type coin dating from the 4th century AD
(Ocheșeanu 1972 487).
It is obvious that these bronze coins remained in circulation for a long time,
sometimes even a few decades. They were used every day in daily transactions, so they
were subjected to an accelerated process of wear in a relatively short time. It is noted
that, especially from the first half of the 1st century AD, the extremely worn pieces were
countermarked by the authorities in order to extend their validity or reconfirm their
value. In the Greek cities, the countermarking has the same purpose, to allow the use on
the local market of worn coins (coming either from his mint or from other cities or
imperial issues) with a value equivalent to those existing in commercial exchanges at one
time. It can also be observed that countermarked coins are most often of medium size,
most often about 20 mm. They were used in petty transactions in the daily life of the city,
their absence being often felt in circulation.

Classical Numismatic Group, Electronic Auction 408/25.10.2017, lot 466. AE  8.97 g; 28 mm;
with reference to RIC I / 113. Pl. VIII, 64.
17
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