LA RASCRUCE DE VREMURI * TRANZITIA DE LA ANTICHITATE LA EVUL
MEDIU TIMPURIU iN ZONA PORTILOR DE FIER ALE DUNARII - UN PUNCT DE
VEDERE NUMISMATIC

Ernest Oberlinder-Tdmoveanu

Studiul dedicat lui Octavian Iliescu, adeviratul intemeietor al cercetdrii gtinfifice si
sistematice a descoperirilor monetare bizantine din Romania isi propune si urmareascd evolufia
societdtii din zona Porilor de Fier ale Dunirii, in vremuri de riscruce, in momentul trecerii de la
Antichitate la Evul Mediu. Am ales ca obiect de studiu una din cele mai importante zone
strategice ale Europei, zona Portilor de Fier, a cirei control asigura dominatia asupra Europei de
Sud-Est gi Centrale, statutul de mare putere europeani. Cercetarea noastrd se bazeazi pe
exploatarea izvoarelor numismatice, in strins# legituri cu cele literare si arheologice. Studiul se
bazeaz¥ atit pe prelucrarea datelor mai vechi, publicate de o serie de cercetitori, evident
reinterpretate, in lumina instrumentelor cele mai recente ale numismaticii si bizantine, cét si pe
folosirea unui important material documentar inedit, rezultat in urma studiilor intreprinse de noi
in colectlile muzeale si particulare. in vederea infelegerii corecte a fenomenelor din spatiul nord-
duniirean, cercetarea noastr a avut si descoperirile din zonele invecinate de la sud de Duniire,
situate in nordul Bulgariei si nord-estul Serbiei actuale, teritoriile provinciilor Dacia Ripensis si
Moesia I. O astfel de abordare ne-a fost impus3, nmu numai de evolutia comuné a teritoriiior de pe
ambele maluri ale Dunirii din aval de zona Portilor de Fier, dar si de faptul ci in Antichitatea
tarzie §i Evul Mediu timpuriu regiunea alcituia o unitate economic3, determinatd de
complementaritatea resurselor naturale i structura convergenti a axelor principale ale refelei de
comunicatii militare §i civile. Comunitatea de evolutie a fost intdriti de existenta unui numir
considerabil de latinofoni i apoi de vlahi la sud de Dunire, inruditi cu etnia dominanti de la
nord de Dunére, roméniil.

Prima publicare sistematici, la un standard gtiinfific acceptabil, a descoperirilor din
pericada secolelor VII-XI din spatiul roménesc o datordm lui Ir. Dimian, care a realizat in 1957 un
repertoriu at tezaurelor gi partial, al descoperirilor izolate din zana cuprinsi inire Carpajii
Meridionali si Dunire?. Incepand cu anii ‘70, odati cu reinnoirea radicald a cunogtinfelor asupra
monetdriei romane térzii §i bizantine, datoriti aparifiei unor lucriri capitale ale cercetitorilor A.
Bellinger, Ph. Grierson, D. M. Metcalf, Cécile Morrisson gi W. Hahn, incepe o riou faz¥ in studierea
sistematicd a descoperirilor monetare din secolele VII-XI din zonele dintre Tisa, Dunire, Olt gi
Carpati, ca de alifel, de pe intreg teritoriul rominesc. Semnalul a fost dat de O. Iliescu, prin

! Pentru contextul istoric al epocii vezi: D. Tudor, Legdturile dintre Imperiul romano - bizentin §i teritoriul din stinga
Dunirii in sec. IV - VI, in Istoria Rominiei, vol. I, Comuna primitivd. Sclavagismul. Perioada de trecere la feudalism, Bucuresti,
1960, pp. 654 - 665 (mai departe abreviat IR.); O. Toropu, Romenitatea tirzie i strdrominii in Dacia traiand subcarpaticd,
Craiova, 1976, pp. 30 - 37 (mai departe abreviat, Romanitaiea.); M. Rusu, Transilvania §i Banatul in secolele VI - IX, in
Banatica, 4, 1977, pp. 200 - 201; Idem, Avars, Slavs, Romanic Population in the 6% - 8% Centuries (mai departe abreviat
RBAPMPOTR), ed. M. Constantinescu, $t. Pascu gi P. Diaconu, Bucuresti, 1975, pp. 152 - 153 si A. Bejan, Banatul in
secolele IV ~ XII, Timigoara, 1994, pp. 32 - 69. Mai recent, vezi I. Bamea, Sur les rapports avec Byzance du territotre situé
au Nord du Bas - Danube durant la période Anastase I= - Justimien Ir (491 - 565), in Etudes Byzantines et Post -
Byzantines, 2, 1991, pp. 47 - 57 si C. M. T4tulea, Romula — Malva, Bucuresti, 1994, pp. 120 - 176.

Vezi de asemenea, Gh. Stefan, Justiniana Prima §i stdpinirea bizantind la Dundrea de Jos in secolul al Vi-lea, in Drobeta,
1,1974, pp. 65 - 70 §i P. Sanpetru, Orage 5i cetiifi romane kirzii la Dundrea de Jos, Bucuregti, 1994, passim.
2Ir. Dimvian, Céteva descoperiri monelare bizantine pe teritoriul R.P.R., in SCN, 1, 1957, pp. 189 - 216, passim.
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republicarea unor descoperiri editate anterior pe baza unor cataloage depasite>. In contrast cu
studiile amintite mai sus, este cel consacrat de Iudita Winkler si C. Biloi, privind descoperirile
din zona Sucidava-Orleat. Publicat dupd o viziune extrem de invechit si folosind pentru
identificarea monedelor cataloage de multd vreme dep3site, tucrarea are doar meritul de a fi
strdns la un loc un material important, dar prelucrarea stintificd a acestuia rdmane, in
continuare, in sarcina cercetitorilor ulteriori. Amintim, de asemenea, studiul lui C. Preda dedicat
“circulatiei” monedelor bizantine pe teritoriul Roméniei®, Pe ldrigh termanul, extrem de
discutabil, de “circulatic monetari” pe care autorul incerca si-1 acrediteze, contrar realititilor
economice §i sociale locale evidente, din secolele VI-XIII, din cea mai mare parte a zonei de la
nord de Duniire, lucrarea citati se caracterizeazi si prin preluarea mecanici a unor date mai
vechi, care nu au fost actualizate, chiar §i acolo unde informatiile sau materialul disponibile
permiteau o asemenea aducere 1a zi a informatiei. Cu toate acestea, articolul menfionat reprezinti
prima incercare de a aduna la un loc toate descoperirile monetare din secolele VI-XIV de pe
teritoriul actual al Romaniei, inclusiv, pe cele din Banat gi Oltenia.

De asemenea, este demn de semnalat articolul lui O. Toropu si O. Stoica din 1974, care
aducea la cunogtinta cercetiitorilor nn numir considerabil de descoperiri monetare bizantine din
Oltenia din perioada secolelor VI-XIV, oferind, in acelagi timp, un set de date stiintifice gi tehnice
completeé. Foarte important, ca sursi de reconstituire a istoriei teritoriilor dintre Dunire si
Carpatii Meridionaii in secolu! al VII-lea weste studinl dedicat de B. Mitrea tezaurului de
hexagrammata descoperit la Priseaca (com. Priseaca, jud. Olt)”.

Dinamica circulatiei si apoi a pitrunderii monedelor in Oltenia in secolele: VII-XI a facut
obiectul unei prime mari incerciri de sintezi realizati de catre O. Toropu®. Din picate, partea
destinatd analizei semnificatiei istorice a documentelor numismatice in aceastid lucrare a fost
excesiv de dependentd de o serie de scheme preconcepute, iar in alte cazuri, prezentarea
materialului nu dep#geste, cu mult stadiul, unei simple campilatii. Aceasta este cu atit mai
regretabil, cu cat autorul a avut acces i la numeroase descoperiri de piese izolate sau tezaure
inedite. Din pacate, din motive greu de infeles, datele pe care le-a publicat O. Toropu au fost,
adesea, mult prea sumare.

Pentru documentarea privind situafia din Banat, putem aminti publicatia privind
descoperirile monetare de la Orgova. Pe lAngh analiza situajiei din pericada roman3 Maria
Chitescu si Gh. Poenaru Bordea au oferit §i o discufie critici asupra materialului numismatic
datand din secolete VI-XI, publicat anterior?..

O sintez foarte important3 privind pAtrunderea monedei bizantine timpurii, din secolele
VI-VII, o datorAm cercetitorului iejean V. Butnariul®, Autorul a ficut un efort remarcabil nu
numai de a aduna un material vast, risipit in zeci de publicatii, dar s-a striduit si recupereze
toate datele posibile asupra descoperirilor deja publicate, s reatribuie monedele i si le redateze,
in funcfie de cele mai recente cataloage de referinji. Pe aceasts cale, V. Butnariu a reusit si dea

3 O. lliescu, Monede romane gi bizantine, ponduri, cantare, plumburi comerciale, in Cultura bizantingd in Rominia, Bucuregti,
1971, pp. 117 - 191, passim i Idem, Emisiune menetard la Antiochia in aprilie — innie 540, in BSNR, 68 - 69, 1973 - 1975,
121 - 123, pp. 115 - 116.

¢ ludita Winkler si C. Baloi, Circilatia monetard in agezdrile antice de pe teritoriul comunei Orlea, in AMNapocensis, 8, 1971,
PP- 161 - 172 5i in AMNapocensis, 10, 1973, pp. 181 - 212.

5 C. Preda, Circulatia monedelor bizantine in regiunea carpato — dundreand, in SCIV, 23, 1972, 3, pp. 375 - 415, passim.
Lucrarea citatd a fost reluatd partial §i intr-o versiune in limba englezii Idem, The Byzantine Coins - An Expression of
the Relations between the Empire and the Populations North of the Danube tn the 6% - 13% Centuries, in RBAPMPOTR,
pp. 219 - 234,

¢ O. Toropu 5i O. Stoica, Monede bizantine descoperite in Oltenia, in Drobeta, 1, 1974, pp. 159 - 168.

7 B. Mitrea, Date noi cu privire la secolul al Vil-lea, Tezaurul de hexagrame bizantine de la Priseaca (jud. Olt), in SCN, 6, 1975,
pp- 113 -125.

# O. Toropu, Romunitatea., pp. 93 - 217 i tabelele din anexele 1 - 27, passim.

® Maria Chifescu gi Gh. Poenaru Bordea, Contribufii la istoria Diernei in lumina descoperirilor monetare din sipiiturile
arheologice din 1967, in BSNR, 75 - 76, 1981 - 1982, 129 - 130, pp. 169 - 208, in special pp. 198 - 200.

V. Butnariu, Rispindirea monedelor bizantine din secolele VI ~ VII in teritoniile carpato — dunirene, in BSNR, 77 - 79, 1983 -
1985, 131 - 133, pp. 199 - 235, passim.
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noi coordonate istorice unei surse de informatii care parea ingropati sub noianul uitirii. Acolo
unde a fost posibil, autorul a studiat direct piesele i, chiar, a publicat monede inedite, provenite
din diferite colectii publice gi private. Putem afirma ci nici o noull cercetare asupra descoperirilor
monetare din tot spatiul Dundrii de Jos, din epoca mentinnats, nu poate fi realizats fird a recurge
la aceste adevirate mine de informatii.

La inceputul anilor ‘90, C. Chiriac s-a remarcat prin incercarile sale de a reinterpreta
semnificatia istoricd a unor tezaure din secolele VII-X provenite de la nord de Dunére, inclusiv
din Muntenia. Tot in acei ani a ap¥rut si controversata monografie a lui G. L. Duncan, dedicati
circulafiei monetare din provinciile balcanice ale Imperiului Roman st Bizantin in perioada 294-
57812,

Recent, a fost publicat 0 nou sintezi arheologico-istoric, datoraty lui Al. Madgearu,
privind zona dintre Dunire gi Carpali in secolele VI-IX13, autorul folosind intens descoperirile
monetare ca sursi de reconstituire a istoriei politice, sociale §i culturale a epocii: precum gi o alta
consacratd vietii economice la Drobeta in secolele II-VIi4.

Este de prisos si subliniem valoarea extraordinari ca sursd de informatie a cronicii
descoperirilor monetare din Romania publicate in paginile periodicelor Studii si Cercetdri de
Istorie Veche si Arheologie, Dacia si in Buletinul Societitii Numismatice Roméane, incepand din
anul 1958 de citre B. Mitrea gi continuati in prezent de ciitre Gh. Poenaru Bordea. La fel de
importdnte date am putut extrage si din seria de descoperiri editate de citre O. Iliescu in
publicatia Cregterea Colectiilor a Bibliotecii Academiei Roméne.

Am considerat util si incepemn analiza raporturilor dintre populatia din aria cuprinsa
intre Tisa, Dunire, Olt si Carpali cu lumea Sud-est europeand incepand cu ultimul sfert al
secolului al VI-lea, odatX cu aparitia avarilor, ca mare putere la Dunérea de Jos §i cu inceputul
instaldrii statornice a slavilor: pe teritoriile extracarpatice. Cele dous evenimente au avut drept
consecin{3d declangarea proceselor de modificare a structurii etmice gi a echilibrului politic in
Balcanils, Aparitia relativ recent3 a unor lucriiri importante, cum ar fi cele ale lui V. Butnariu gi
Al Madgearu ne scutesc de o prezentare detailatd a evolutiei raporturilor dintre Imperiu gi
enclavele sale nord-dunirene in prima parte a secolului al VI-lea. Pentru a infelege mai bine
procesul de eroziune al structurilor socio-economice romano-bizantine gi fenomenul de
demonetarizare al economiei care s-a petrecut in secolul al VII-lea, consideram ci trebuie si
coboram cu analiza pana in anti 565-578, in vremea lui Justinus al II-lea, a cirui guvernare anun{
onoul perioada istorici la Dunirea de Jos.

Pentru zona Olteniei, din vremea domniei lui Justinus al Il-lea (565-578) am avut la
dispozifie un lot de 113 monede. Esantioanele provenite din Oltenia §i cele din celelalte
descoperiri din Dioceza Daciilor au urmitoarea structur cronologic:

OLTENIA DIOCEZA DACIILOR!®

565-566 - 4 ex. (truii Incert) Jex.

1. Chiriac, Despre tezaurele monetare bizantine din secolele VIl - X de la Est §i Sud de Carpafi, in Pontica, 24, 1991, pp. 373
-378,

2 G. L. Duncen, Coin Circulation in the Danubian Provinces of the Roman Empive AD 294 - 578, Londra, 1993, pp. 72-73 5i
116 - 117.

13 Al. Madgearu, Continuitate i discontinuitate culturald la Dundrea de Jos in secolele Vil - VIII, Bucuregti, passim (in
continuare abreviat CDCD].), pp. 68 - 89,

W1 Stingd, Viafa economicd la Drobeta in secolele Il - VI p.Ch., Bucuresti, 1998, pp. 152-155, nr. 217- 247, 268-270, 189-190,
194, 196, 199-201, 207-208.

5 [n ceea ce priveste prezenta slavilor si avarilor of. Maria Comga, Socio — Economic Organization of the Daco - Romanic
mnd the Slav Populations on the Lower Danube during the 60 — 8% Centuries, in RBAPMPOTR, pp. 171 - 200; D. Gh. Teodor,
Slavit la nordul Dundrii de Jos in secolele VI - VII d. H., in ArhMold., 17, 1994, pp. 223 - 251, precum §i recentei sinteze a
lui Al. Madgearu, CDCDY., passim.

1 Ivana Popovi{, Index nummorum, in Numizmatidar, 7, 1984, pp. 91 - 92. Autoarea a sintetizat datele privind
emisiunile monetare cuprinse in 20 tezaure din secolul al V1-lea descoperite in cuprinsul Diocezei Daciilor, cele mai
multe, chiar in zona invecinatii Porfilor de Fier (Boljetin, Bosman, Cari¢in Grad A - G, Dobra, Malo Golubinje,
Klinovéc, Ni§, Veliko Oragije, Pincum - Veliko GradiSte, Pirot, Slatinska Reka, Suva Reka, Taliata - Veliki Gradac gi
Tekija).
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566-567 - 4 ex. 4 ex.
567-568 - 3 ex. 8 ex.
568-569 - 22 ex. 17 ex.
569-570 - 16 ex. 20 ex.
570-571 - B ex. 29 ex.
571-572 - 7 ex. 11 ex.
572-573 - 3 ex. 6 ex.
573-574 -5 ex. B ex.
574-575 - 7 ex. 23 ex,
575-576 - B ex. 8 ex.
576-577 ~ 7 ex. Jex.
577-578 - 2 ex. Sex.
568-578 (7) - 1 ex. -

574 578 -1 ex. -
565-578 - 12 ex. -

In cadrul descoperirilor din Oltenia, esantionul de la Drobeta este destul de consistent
numeric. El este alcituit din 24 monede?’, care se repartizeazi astfel:

565-566 (?) -~ 1 ex.

566-567 - 0 ex.

567-568 - 1 ex.

568-569 — 3 ex.

569-570 - 3 ex.

570-571 - 4 ex.

571-572 - 1 ex.

572-573 - O ex.

573-574 - 0 ex.

574-575 - 2 ex.

575-576 - 3 ex.

576-577 - 0 ex.

577578 - 0 ex.

568-578 (?) - 1 ex.

565-578 - 5 ex.

Dup¥ parerea noastrs, cele cateva perioade lipsite de monede nu sunt suficent de lungi,
pentru a dovedi in mod clar ipoteza distrugerii Drobetei in timpul domniei lui Justinus al II-lea,
cum s-a presupus anterior's,

De la Sucidava avem la dispozitie un lot sensibil mai mare, decét cele din perioadele
precedente, el cuprinzind 47 monede®®. Din punct de vedere cronologic, ele se repartizeazi, dupa
cum urmeazi:

17 Lotul analizat de noi cuprinde mai multe exemplare deciit cele prezentate de I. Sting#, op. cit., pp. 154-154, rwr. 228-
243. Piese se piistreazi in colectia MPF si au fost identificate de noi in anii 1987-1990. Este vorba de nr. de inv. 5398 (K,
THE), a. 564 - 565, 5416 (K, THE), a. 567 - 568, 5269, 5400 5i 5219 (M, CON; M, CON si K, CON), a. 568 - 569, inv, 5236,
5235 gi 5264 (M, CON; M, NIK si K, THE), a. 569 - 570, inv. 5399, 5401, 5404 i 5414 (M, MOMIL - CON; M, CON; M,
NIK si K, THE), a. 570 - 571, 5393 (M, NIK), a. 571 - 572, 5231 5i 5237 (K, THE), a. 574 - 575, inv. 5255, 5402 §i 5394 (M,
NIK; M, CON si K, THE), a. 575 - 576, 5298 (K, THE), anii 568 ~ 578, 5393, 5410 5i 5417 si dou# piese de optime de follis
(pentanoummia) din colectia Filialei Craiova a Inst. de Tracologie (E, CON, doud ex. 5i E, NIK, K, THE, doui ex.), anii
565 - 578. Identificarea intre aceste monede a pieselor menjionate anterior de citre C. Preda este imposibili, vezi in
acest sens observatiile noastre de la nota nr. 120. In mod paradoxal, O. Toropu, Romanitatea,, p. 34 afirmé cif la Drobeta
nu se cunosc descoperiri monetare din timpul lui Justinus al O-lea. Faptul a fost pus de autor pe seama unei indotelnice
distrugerii a cetitii.

180, Torapu, Romanitatea., p. 37 §i M. Davidescu, Drobeta., p. 227.

19'V. Butnariu, in BSNR, 77 - 79, 1983 - 1985, 131 - 133, pp. 221, nr. 97 5i 227, nr. 24 - 47. Autorul citeaz3, din plin,
literatura mai veche privind descoperirile din aceasti zoni.
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565-566 - 2 ex.

566-567 - 2 ex.

267-568 - 0 ex.

568-569 - 12 ex.

569-570 - 3 ex.

570-571 - 3 ex.

571572 - 2 ex.

572-573 - 3 ex.

573-574 - 4 ex.

574-575 - 4 ex.

575-576 - 3 ex.

576-577 - 3 ex.

577-578 - 1 ex.

565-578 - 4 ex.

Mai multe monede de la Justinus al II-lea gisite in Oltenia au fost publicate, de-a lungul
anilor. Intre acestea, putem s4 le amintim pe cele de la: Ostrovul Corbului (com. Hinova, jud.
Mehedinti)®, Balta Verde (com. Gogosu, jud. Mehedinti}?!, Romula (Regca, com. Dobrosloveni,
jud. Ol)2, Studina (com. Studina, jud. OIt)2, dintr-o localitate neprecizati din fostul judet
Romanati?#, Calafat (jud. Dolj)?s, Ghindeni (jud. Dolj)*%, Giurgita (com. Giurgita, jud. Dolj)Z,
Terpezita (com. Lazu, jud. Dolj)®, Valea Stanciului (fost Béarza, jud. Dolj)?*, Dobrusa (com.
Stefdnesti, jud. Valcea)®, Raureni (com. suburbani a mun. Rdmnicu Valcea, jud. Vilcea)* gi din
zona Ramnicului Valcei?2.

Alte 27 de piese provin din localitii neprecizate din Oltenia. Frecvenia monedelor din
acelagi nominal, atelier i an, pare sa indice faptul c4 printre ele se afl3 si fragmente de tezaure
dispersate®,

Numairul de descoperiri din Banat este si el destul de mare. Lotul de 19 monede, despre
care avem date complete are urmitoarea structuré cronologici:

565-566 - 0 ex.

566-567 - 0 ex.

567-568 - 5 ex.

568-569 - 0 ex.

569-570 - 4 ex.

570-571 -1 ex.

Y E. Nicolae, Descoperiri de monede antice gi bizantine, in BSNR, 88 - 89, 1994 - 1995, 142 - 143, p. 272, nr. 29,

21 D. Berciu gi E. Comga, in MCA, 2, 1956, p. 402; C. Preda, in 5CIV, 23, 1972, 3, p. 395 si V. Butnariu, in BSNR, 77 - 79,
1983 - 1985, 131 - 133, p. 217, nr. 13,

2 M. lonescu, in BSNR, 67 - §9, 1973 - 1973, 121 - 123, p. 331, nr. 13 §i V. Butnariu, in BSNR, 77 - 79, 1983 - 1985, 131 -
133, p. 222, nr. 132

B Piesd ineditd, aflatd in colecjia MRC, nr. inv. 4639.

 Piesd inedité, aflatd in colecfia MJIOT, nr. inv. 216.

% Gh. Poenaru Bordea si C. Voicu, in SCIVA, 26, 1975, 1, p. 154, nr. 10 5i V. Butnariu, in BSNR, 77 - 79, 1983 ~ 1985, 131
-133, p. 224, nr. 176.

% lbidem., pp. 153 - 154, nr. 5 - 6 5i V. Butnariu, in BSNR, 77 - 79, 1983 - 1985, 131 - 133, p. 219, nr. 62 - 63.

# Q. Toropu $i O. Stoica, in Drobeta, 1, 1974, p. 164 si V. Butnariu, in BSNR, 77 - 79, 1983 - 1985, 131 - 133, p. 221, nr.
65 - 66.

3 Piesh ineditd, aflatd in colectia MOC, nr. inv. 1 9184,

B 0. Toropu, Romanitatea., p. 206,

¥ Idem §i O. Stoica, in Drobeta, 1, 1974, p. 165; C. Preda, in SCIV, 23, 1972, 3, p. 400 si V. Butnariu, in BSNR, 77 - 79,
1983 - 1985, 131 - 133, p. 219, nr. 43.

30, lliescu, in SCN, 2, 1958, p. 453, nr. 12; C. Preda, in SCIV, 23, 1972, 3, p. 407 5i V. Butnariu, in BSNR, 77 - 79, 1983 -
1985, 131 - 133, p. 222, nr. 133.

3 Piese inedite, aflate in colectia MJIVL, nr. inv. 4906 - 4907,

# Piese inedite, aflate in colectia MOC, nr. inv. 1 7617/3, [ 27030, 1 14067, 1 7611, I 27032, 1 3584 b, 1 27036, 1 14060/4, |
14066/1, 1 14066/2, 1 27031, 1 7616/2, 1 7616/1, 13590 a, 1 2924, 1 7668/1, 1 3411, 1 10904, 1 14060/3, 1 14061 /1, 1 7617 /1,
114064, 17617/4,17616/3,114061/2,17617/2 5i 1 3584 a.
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571-572 - 2 ex.

572-573 - 0 ex.

573-574 - 2 ex.

574-575 - 2 ex.

575-576 - 1 ex.

576-577 - O ex.

577-578 -1 ex.

567-578 - 1 ex.

Din timpul domniei lui Justinus al II-lea provin doui piese de la Orgova (jud. Mehedinti).
Una din ele a fost emis# la Nicomedia, in anul 567-568, iar cealalt} la Constantinopol, in anul 571-
57234, Un follis al acestui impirat a fost gisit la Moldova Veche (Moldova Nous, jud. Carag-
Severin)®. De la Giarmata (com. Giarmata, jud. Timig) provine un follis emis la Nicomedia, in
anul 574-575%. La Arad a fost descoperit un follis batut la Nicomedia, in anul 570-571%. De la
Bor¢a®, in Banatul jugoslav provine o jumitate de follis de la acest imparat. O altd moned3 de la
Justinus al II-lea, probabil tot un bronz, a fost descoperitsi la Banatski Brestovac, in Banatul
iugoslav®. Piesele se pistreazi in colecia Muzeului Banatului din Timisoara, dar lipsa unor
detalii in descrierea lor ne impiedici s le putem identifica intre celelalte monede de acelagi fel
din patrimoniul institufiei. Tot in- Banatul jugoslav este mentionat descoperirea unui follis de la
Justinus :al II-lea in localitatea I'otporanj-Crkvine®. 11 monede de bronz, patru folles si sapte
jumiitate de folles provenite din localiti}i neprecizate din Banatul istoric se pastreazi in colecfia
Muzeului Banatului din Timigoara#!. Avand in vedere faptul ci majoritatea provin din fosta
colectie Zs. Ormos, este de presupus c3 o buni parte au fost descoperite ia zona Orgovei si
Moldovei Vechit.

Din Banat provin trei monede de aur de la Justinus al Il-lea. Astfel, un solidus
constantinopolitan al acestui suveran, emis in anul 567-568 a fost descoperit intr-o Jocalitate
neprecizati din Banatul iugoslav®. Din localitai neprecizate din Banatul istoric provin alte dou
piese, un solidus i un tremissis, pastrate in colectia Muzeului Banatului®.

La sad de Dunire, in zona delinlitatd de Morava si Timok sunt mentionate extrem e
pufine descoperiri izolate de monede de la Justinus al II-lea. Acest fapt este, in evidentd,
contradicfie cu realitifile locale. 23 monede provin de la Viminacium. Este vorba de 22 piese de
bronz-doi folles, 20 de jumiitate de folles si un solidns®. QO piesi de jumitate de follis a fost

M E. Chirild gi 1. Stratan, Descoperiri monetare antice g bizantine in Banat (1), in Studii si Comunicéri - Brukenthal, 19,
1975, p. 84; B. Miltrea, in Dacia, N.S., 21, 1977, nr. 129 si V. Butnariu, in BSNR, 77 - 79, 1983 - 1985, 131 - 133, p. 221, nr.
97 - 98.

3 Monedi ineditd din col. Dr. E. Sachelarie, din Drobeta - Turnu Severin, tipul MIB, 43 a, CON, a. 570 - 571.

% B. Miltrea, in Dacia, N.5,, 11, 1967, p. 389, nr. 74; C. Preda, in SCIV,, 23, 1972, 3, p. 402 gi V. Butnariu, in BSNR, 77 - 79,
1983 - 1985, 131 - 133, p. 219, nr. 64. Autorul afirmi ci moneda provine de la Giarmata, jud. Murey, localitate
inexistent {n acest judet.

¥ B. Mitrea, in Dacia, N.S,, 7, 1963, p. 597, nr. 45; C. Preda, in SCIV., 23, 1972, 3, p. 395 §i V. Butnariu, in BSNR, 77 - 79,
1983 - 1985, 131 - 133, p. 217, nr. 6.

% 1. Berkeszi, Délmagyarorszdg éremleletey, in TRE, SN., 23, 1907,1 - 2, p. 11.

¥ Iidem., p. 12,

4 Liljana Baki¢, 20 vekove novca u jugostocnom Banabu, Visad, 199, p. 30, nr. 108. Moneda este din tipul MIB, 11, 43 a,
CON, a, 577 - 578.

41 Monede inedite, MBT, nr. de inv. 11 $i 820. Ele fac parte din tipurile MIB, II, 43 a, CON, a. 567 - 568, 43 d, CON, a.
570 - 571 §i 573 - 574, 46 a, NIK, a. 575 - 576, 68 a, THE, a. 567 - 568 (2 ex.) §i 569 - 570, 70 ¢, THE, a. 569 - 570 (2 ex.) 5i
a. 574 - 575 (2 ex.). Nu excludem posibilitatea ca cea mai mare parte a pieselor s3 reprezinte o parte a unui tezaur. Una
din piesele de 'z follis provine de la Bor&a,

4] Berkeszi, in TRE, S.N., 23,1907, 1 - 2, p. 28 §i 30.

8 ]7..inana Baki¢, 20 vekove., p. 30, nr. 107 (mai departe abreviat 20 vekove.). Moneda este din tpul MIB, 11, 3 a, CON, a.
567 - 568.

# Monede inedite din colectia MBT, nr. de inv. 67, tipul MIB, 11, 4, CON, a. 567 - 578 si nr. de inv. 71, tipul MIB, I, 11,
CON, a. 565 - 578.

V. IvaniSevi¢, Vizantijski novic (491 - 1092) iz zbirke Narodnog Muzeja u Poarevaéu, in Numizmaticar, 11, 1988, pp. 93 -
94, nr, 32 - 53
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descoperits la Hajdu¢ka Vodenica%, In cursul sipaturilor arheologice de la Justiniana Prima-
Cari¢in Grad au fost descoperite doud jumititi de folles de la Justinus al Il-lea, bitufi la
Thessalonic anii 568-569 gi 574-575¢7.

Informatiile lacunare privind circulafia monedelor lui Justinus al II-lea in zona dintre
Morava si Timok sunt, intr-o oarecare misurd, completate de datele provenite din studiul cétorva
tezaure locale, a ciror ascundere a avut loc in perioada 565-578. acest sens, citim tezaurul
descoperit la Piret. El consti din 11 monede de la Justinus al [I-lea, toaie emise ia Constantinopot
in anul 570-57148. Un alt tezaur este cel descoperit in cursul cercetirilor arheologice din fortificatia
de la Boljetin. El consti din sase monede, una de la Justinianus I gi restul de la Justinus al II-lea.
Ultima monedd dateazi din anul 577-578%. Un tezaur, mai important, este cel descoperit in
fortificatia de la Slatinska Reka. El reuneste 22 de monede datind din intervalul 539-576. 10
monede au fost emise in timpul lui Justinus al II-lea, trei dintre ele sunt folles, iar restul sunt
jumatafi de folles®.

Monedele perioadei 565-578 din Oltenia si Banat urmeazi destul de aproape evolutia
masei monetare, atit in cuprinsul Diocezei Daciilor si Thraciei®!, dar el este sensibil deosebit de
structura descoperirilor din Muntenia §i Moldova, ilustratd de graficul publicat de Al
Madgearu®2. Pentru a putea judeca obiectiv valoarea documentars a lotului de monede de la
Justinus al II-lea provenit din Oltenia, trebuie s4 avem in vedere si evolutia raportului dintre
solidus si follis in oursul anilor 565-578. In primii doi ani de dninnie s-a p#strat vechiul curs legal
de 216 folles pentru un solidus, mai exact, 12 livre de bronz pentru 4,55 g de aur, valabil inc din
anul 550. Prima modificare, cu un pronuntat caracter inflalionist s-a petrecut in anul 566. Cu acest
prilej, follis-ul a inceput s fie cotat, iu mod legal, la 525 folles pentru un solidus. Cu acest prilej,
follis-ul a pierdut 59% din valoarea sa reali in raport cu solidus-ul, chiar daca legal sciderea
valorii era numai de 50% (dup noile prevederi legale, un solidus era echivalent cu 25 livre de
bronz, fat4 de 12 anterior). Cursul descendent al follis-ulid i secolul al Vi-lea a atins apogeul
intre anii 570-578. In urma acestui puternic puseu inflationist, solidus-ul era echivalat cu 720 de
folles, ceea ce reprezenta o pierdere reali a 28% din puterea sa de cumpirare, desi in mod legal
pierderea recunoscuti era de numai 17% (dup# noul curs, un solidus era echivalent cu 30 de livre
de bronz, fati de 25 anterior)®.

fn primii trei ani ai domniei se observi o reluare lents a afluxului monedelor in zonele de
dincoace de Dunire, dupi declinul puternic remarcat fn ultima parte a guvernirii lui Justinianus
I. Dinamica pétrunderii monedelor spre capetele de pod bizantine urmeazd o dublid sinusoida.
Existd doud apogee foarte clar conturate, in anii 568-570 gi in anii 574-576. Cea de-a doua crestere
este mai inodests decit prima, reprezentind numaj circa 50% din amploarea celei precedertte, iar
in termen reali, procentul de cregtere a fost sensibil mai redus, daci avem in vedere deprecierea
accentuatd a monedei de bronz bizantine in raport cu aurul. Ele vor fi urmate de perioade de
declin masiv. Primul se plaseazy in anul 572-573, fiind nrmat de: un alt punct critic in anul 577-
578. Momentele de apogeu urmeazi indeaproape curba efortului militar bizantin in Balcani i a
intensificirii presiunii avaro-slave. Totugi, trebuie si subliniem si faptul c#, partial, ele reflectd
impactul pe piata monetar3d din Oltenia a celor den# unde de soc inflatipnist din 566 §i 570.

% V1. Popovié, in Numizmatiar, 5, 1988, pp. 134 - 135, nr. 12.

# Idem, in J. Guyon, G. Cardi in Carifin Grad, vol. I, ed. N. Duval si V1. Popovi¢, Belgrad-Roma, 1984, p.'90, nr. 4 si p.
101, nr. 1-2,

8 V1. Popovié, Pefits trésors et trésors démembrés de monnaies de bronze protobyzantins de Serbie, in Numizmatitar, 7, 1984,
pp-69-70,nr. 1-11.

9 [bidem., pp.71-72, nr. 1 - 6.

% Al. Jovanovié, Un petit trésor de monnaies de bronze de la forteresse protobyzantine prés de Slatinska Reka, in NumizmatiZar,
7,1984, pp. 31 - 38, nr. 1 - 20.

51 Vezi i Cécile Morrisson, La circulation monétaire dans les Balkans a I'épogue justinienne et post — justinienne, in Acta XIII.
Congressus Internationalis Archaeologiae Christianae - Radovi XIII. Medunarodnog Kongresa za Starokr$éansku Arheologiju,
Split - Porecka, 25.9 - 1.10. 1998, Vatican - Split, 1998, pp. 925 - 926 5i 929.

52 Al. Madgearu, CDCDJ., p. 73.

S W. Hahn, MiB, I, pp. 15 - 16.
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Ambele faze de declin pot fi puse in legiturid cu conflictul cu avarii si slavii, aceste evenimente
fiind bine documentate §i de unele din tezaurele din zona sirbeasc# a Portilor de Fier, cum ar fi
cel de la Slatinska Reka®4.

Inainte de a discuta citeva aspecte de istorie economici gi sociald a teriteriilor oltenesti in
cursul celui de al treilea sfert al secolului al VI-lea, am dori si atragem atentia ¢4 numéirul aparent
mare de monede de la Justinus al II-lea nu trebuie interpretat, in mod automat, ca rezultatul unei
perioade infloritoare, de linigte i avant economic. Laturile-etalon din Oltenia gi Dioceza Daciilor
au urmdtoarea structura:

OLTENIA DIOCEZA DACIILOR

Folles - 54 ex. - 47,78% Folles-54 ex. - 40%.

Jumiitate de follis - 54 ex. - 47,78% Jumiitate de follis - 81 ex. - 60%.
Optime de follis - 4 ex. - 3,53% Optime de follis - 0 ex.

Neprecizat -Tex. - 08% -

Diferenfele dintre cele dou# loturi se datoreazd, in primul rénd, practicilor legate de
procesul de tezaurizare. Deosebirile au fost determinate intr-o mici misurd de nivelul de
dezvoltare diferit! a economiei monetare pe cele doud maluri ale Dunirii. Cu toate acestea, nu
trebuie exclusa posibilitatea ca teritoriile de la nord de fluviu sa fi depins in aceastd perioadd mai
pufin de atelierul Praefecturii Illyricum-tui, Thessalonic, care bitea exclusiv piese de jumiitate de
follis. Pe de alti parte, structura celor doui loturi reflecti un proces de “egalizare” a gradului de
dezvoltare economic¥ si sociald a teritoriilor provinciei Dacia Ripensis de pe ambele maluri ale
fluviului, “egalizare” produs, in mare misuri, prin distrugerea masiva a structurilor socio-
politice urbane sub lovituriie avaro-slave.

O bun# parte din sporul numeric al monedelor din aceasti epoci este dat de cresterea
spectaculoasd a ponderii nominalurilor mirunte, in primul rAnd a pieselor de jumitate de follis,
care alrituiesc 47,74% din lotul analizat si a celor de optime de follis (pentanoummia), care
reprezintd 3,60%. Cele dou3 nominaluri, impreuns, alcituiesc 51,35% din totalul pieselor care
provin din Oltenia. Dupd pirerea noastrs, cresterea volumului monedelor din descoperirile
periocadei 565-578 are lirectd legaturi cu pusenl inflafionist pe care-l1 cunoaste Imperiul bizantin
in aceastd vreme. Inflajia s-a caracterizat prin sporirea volumului emisiunilor de bronz,
degradarea raportului follis/solidus gi cregterea prefurilor.

Sporirea numirului de descoperiri in capetele de pod impeniale din Oltenia trebuie pusé
in legituri si cu intensificarea activitifii militare in zona Portilor de Fier si la Dunirea mijlocie,
prilejuite de rdzboaiele cu gepizii, avarii §i slavii. Este lesne de binuit c# in aceastd confruntare au
fost antrenate, suh o formi sau alta, si garnizoanele bizantine de la nord de fluviu. Suspendarea
subsidiilor citre unele triburi barbare ordonati de Justinus al II-lea, inci de la inceputul domniei
sale, a fost urmati de suplimentarea cheltuielilor alocate armatei, inclusiv a plitilor in monede de
bronz. In ciuda acestor remarci, care sunt destinate mai ales unor istorici si arheologi, tentafi si
interpreteze simplist semnificatia numirului absolut de piese monetare dintr-o perioad
oarecare, nu putem nega existenfa unor dovezi destul de clare ale dezvoltirii economiei
monetarizate in enclavele bizantine din sitdul Olteniei i Bamatului. Indiciul cel mad elocvens al
acestei situatii este dat chiar de cregterea numirului de jumititi de follis si aparifia celor de
optiiri de follis (pentanoummia), nomiinaluri tipice pentru grupurile umane care practicau
schimburile cotidiene de bunuri si servicii de valoare redus3, specifice societdfilor urbanizate din
lumea bizantini5s.

Mult mai greu de explicat este absenta din cadrul descoperirilor din Oltenia a pieselor de
aur, dacd se t{ine cont de cresterea volumului general al emisiunilor din metal galben intre anii

4 V1. Popovic, Les témoigns archéologiques des invasions aoaro - slaves dans I'Hlyricum byzantin, in MEFR, 87, 1975, 1, p. 467
gi [dem, in CRAI, 1978, 3, pp. 617, 619 - 620,

5 Asupra supraviefuirii formelor de viafd urbani la nord de Dunire in cursul secolelor IV - VI, cf. O. Toropuy,
Romanitatea., pp. 77 ~ 78 si E. Popescu, Cifeva preciziiri privind continuitatea urband intre Antichitate si Evul Mediu, in RdJ,
41,1988, 11, pp. 119 - 123.
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565-578, de sporirea cheltuielilor militare si de faptul c istoria zbuciumati a epocii favoriza
procesul de ascundere al tezaurelor sau pierderea pieselor.
Ca loc de provenients monedele cele doud esantioane prezint¥ urmitoarea structura:

OLTENIA DIOCEZA DACIILOR
Constantinopol - 40 ex. - 36,03%. 39 ex. - 28,88%.
Nicomedia - 22 ex. - 18,90%. 17 ex. - 12,59%.

Cyzic - 4 ex. - 3,60%. Jex. -2,22%.
Antiochia - 2 ex. - 1,80%. 1ex. -0,07%.
Thessalonic - 38 ex. - 33,33%. 75 ex. - 55,55%.

Carthagina - 1 ex. - 0,9% -

Moneda Militaris Imitativa - 1 ex. - 0,9% -

Atelier neprecizat - 3 ex. -

In vremea domniei lui Justinus al Il-lea, ponderea atelierelor provinciale va depgi, pentru
prima oari, locul ocupat pani atunci, in mod tradifional, de monedele metropolitane pe piaja
monetard din enclava bizantind din sudul Olteniei si Banatului. Produsele monetariilor
provinciale reprezinid 60,97% din lotul studiat de noi. Schimbarea se datoreaza prezentei masive
a pieselor de jumiitate de follis bitute la Thessalonic, care reprezinti 33,33% din totalul lotului
studiat. De la sfarsitul domniei lui Justinianus I, dar mai ales in vremea lui Justinus al Il-lea,
atelierul de la Thessalonic se specializeazi in erniterea acestui nominal, productia sa ajungénd,
curdnd, sd domine circulatia jumitatilor de folles in toat# regiunea balcanici. Rolul predominant
al atelierului de la Thessalonic in domeniul pieselor de o jumitate de follis a fost favorizata gi de
reducerea volumului emisiunilar similare ale Constantinopolului, Nicomediei §i Cyzicului.
Sporirea ponderii monedelor de la Thessalonic poate fi considerat4 si o dovadi a cregterii rolului
administratiei Praefecturii Hyricum-lui, cireia ii erau subordonate trupele din sudul Olteniei, in
finanjarea efortulni de rizboi in a doua parte a secolnlui al VI-lea, cu atit mai mult, cu cat centrul
confruntirilor de pe limesul balcanic, s-a mutat spre Duniirea Mijlocie gi in zona Portilor de Fier.
Pe locul al doilea intre monedele provinciale din Oltenia se situeazil piesele emise la Nicomedia
(18,90%). Lor le urmeaza emisturile de la Cyzic, cu 3,60%, si de la Antiochia, cu 1,80%. Pentru
prima oard, lotul de monede bizantine din Oltenia cuprinde §i 0 monedi emis# la Carthagina,
precum $i una a “Monetariei mobile militare”, agsa numitele Moneda Militaris Imitativa. Prezenta
lor este importanti ca element documentar, pentru ilustrarea raporturile cu Africa bizantini, sau
cu migcérile de trupe, dar rolul lor in circulatia curents era numai simbolic, 0,90%, fiecare.

Pe feritoriul Olteniei sunt cunoscute noud monede de la Tiberius al II-lea Constantinus
(578-582). Loturile etalon pentru Oltenia si Dioceza Daciilor se repartizate cronologic, dup4 cum
urmeaza:

OLTENIA DIOCEZA DACIHLOR
578-579 ~ 2 ex. 5ex.

579 -1 ex, 0ex.

579-580 - 2 ex. Oex.

580-581 - 2 ex. lex.

581-582 - 0 ex. 2 ex.

578-582 - 4 ex. -

Doud dintre monedele lui Tiberius al Il-lea Constantinus provin de la Drobeta®. La
Sucidava sunt mentionate cinci piese de bronz¥. Intre ele am socotit i un follis atribuit anterior,

% Piese inedite, aflate in colectia MPF, nr. de inv. 5382 (M, NIK), a. 580 - 581 si 5434 (E, CON), anii 578 - 582. Este
posibil, ca acestea s# fie identice cu monedele lui Tiberius al ll-lea Constantinus mentionate de citre O. Toropu,
Romanitatea., p. 201 3i C. Preda, in SCIV, 23, 1972, 3, p. 410.

¥ C. Preda, in SCIV, 23,1972, 3, p. 398 5i V. Butnariu, in BSNR, 77 - 79, 1983 - 1985, 131 - 133, pp. 221, nr. 95 gi 225, nr.
48 - 50. Ultimul autor 4 si bibliografia mai veche a descoperirilor:de monede de la Tiberius al II-lea Constantinus
provenite din zona Sucidavei. La acestea trebuie s3 adiugsm inc3 un exemplar inedit aflat in colecfia Scolii Generale
din Orlea, inv. 5659, cercetat de noi in primavara anului 1991. Este vorba de o piessi de ¥4 follis, XX, CON; A, fir dat,
tip MIB, 11, nr. 30 a, databil intre anii 578 - 582.
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in mod ipotetic, lui Phocas, de citre prof. D. Tudor®. In schimb, am scos din lista descoperirilor
monetare atribuite acestui impirat, un tremissis gisit, inainte de 1953, la Celeiu, care a fost de
mai multe ori mentionat in literatura de specialitate, ca fiind o moned4 de la Tiberius al [i-lea
Constantinus®, Moneda este, in realitate, o emisiune de la Mauricius Tiberius.

O pies3d de la Tiberius al II-lea Constantinus a fost descoperitd in cursul cercetdrilor
arheologice din fortificatia romano-bizantind de pe Ostrovul Banului®®, La Giurgifa (com.
Giurgita, jud. Dolj) este mentionati descoperirea nnei manede de o jurnitate de follis de la acest
impérats. O altd moneda provine dintr-o localitate neprecizati din Oltenias?,

In vechiul registru de inventar al Muzeului Banatului din Timigoara este menfionati
primirea unei monede de bronz de la Tiberius al II-lea Constantinus, proveniti dintr-o localitate
neprecizati din Banatul istoric®, Din investigatiile noastre rezulti c4 o asemenea monedi nu se
mai afl} in colecfia institufiei timigorene. Credem ci 1. Berkeszi a identificat gresit ca fiind a lui
Tiberius al II-lea Constantinus o menedA de la Mauricius, pornind de Ia tectura numelui TIB sau
TIBER, care se intilnegte gi pe emisiunile lui Mauricius Tiberius.

P4ni in prezent, in zona dintre Morava si Timok nu s-au publicat descoperiri izolate de
monede de la Tiberius al II-lea Constantinus, dar credem ci asemenea monede nu pot lipsi.

fn schimb, in zona mentionati se cunosc citeva tezaure a ciror ascundere a avut loc in
timpul domniei acestui impirat. Intre acestea le mentionim pe cel din fortificatia de la
Transdierna-Tekija, situat# pe malul opus Orgovei-Dierna. Din cele 24 d: monede ale sale, una
apartine lui Tiberius al II-lea Constantinus, fiind emisi in anul 578-5796. Un alt tezaur
contemporan este cel de la Veliko Orajje, din zona marelui centru romano-bizantin de la
Horreum Margi. Tezaurul contine 34 de monede, dintre care numai una de la Tiberius al II-lea
Constantinus. Ea este datati emise in anul 578-579¢. Din fortificatia romano-bizantini de la
Pincum-Veliko GradiSte provine un tezaur de 17 monede, dintre care una de la Tiberius al [I-lea
Constantinus, emisa in anul 580-5816¢,

Doi tremisses de la Tiberius al Il-lea Constantinus au fost descoperifi in localitdfi
neprecizate din districtul Plevna, in zona de granit4 dintre provinciile Moesia Secunda si Dacia
Ripersiss?.

Numirul de monede de la Tiberius al I-lea Constantinus provenite din Oltenia este cu
mult mai mare decét, acela datind din ultirnii ani ai domniei lui Justinus al II-lea. Valoarea real3
a acestor piese este, de departe, cu mault mai mare, avind ™n vedere faptul c3 in cursul :anului 578
579, noul suveran a intreprins o importantd masur# deflationistd. Valoarea follis-ului in raport de
solidus a fost substanfial méritd. Prin decizia imperiald moneda de bronz gi-a reluat rata de
schimb legala avuti intre anii 512-538 si 550-566, adici 216 folles pentru un solidus. Cregterea cu
30% a puterii de cumparare a follis-ului a fost insofiti si de restabilirea vechiului raport dintre
solidus gi bronz, care a fost stabilit la 12 livre de metal, fajd de 30 de livre anterior (+40%)%,

% D. Tudor, in Dacia, N.S., 7 - 8, 1937 - 1940, p. 398, nr. 14. O pirere similari a fost exprimatd verbal de clitre Gh.
Poenaru Bordea, ea fiind mentionati de catre V. Butnariu, in BSNR, 77 - 79, 1983 - 1985, 131 - 133, p. 233, nota nr. 51.
5 Piesa a fost donath C.N. - BAR de citre regretatul profesor D. Tuder. Moneda nr. de inr. 1076 i nr. de inv. 51474

8 C. Preda, in SCIV, 23, 1972, 3, p. 403; M. Davidescu, Drobeta., p. 215 i V. Butnariu, in BSNR, 77 - 79, 1983 - 1985, 131
=133, p. 221, nr. 77. Dintr-o eroare, ultimul autor menjioneazA aceasti descoperire de dou ori, o dati ca provenind de
pe “Insula Banului”, p. 220, nr. 77 $i altidatd, ca fiind gisitd pe *Ostrovul Banului”, p. 221, nr. 77.

61 0. Stoica gi O. Toropu, in Drobeta, 1, 1974, p. 164 si V. Butnariu, in BSNR, 77 - 79, 1983 - 1985, 131 - 133, p. 219, nr.
67.

62 Piesdl ineditd din colecfia MOC, nr. inv. [ 14066/6 (M, NIK), a. 580 - 581.

¢ Muzeul Banatului, Registrul vechi ul colectiei imismatice, vol. 1, nr. de inregistrare 959. Piesa a fost donat¥ in 1878
de ciitre Kosztyal Béla.

# V1. Popovic, in Numizmatitar, 7, 1984, pp. 72 - 75, nr. 1 - 24.

¢ Dobrila Gaj - Popovi¢, in Numizmatitar, 7, 1984, pp. 23 - 26, nr. 1 - 34,

& V1, Popovic, in Numizmatitar, 7, 1983, pp. 75 - 77, nr.1-17.

¢ Teodora Kovadeva, in Numizmatika, 24, 1990, 4, p. 17, nr. 19 - 20.

@ W. Hahn, MIB, 11, p. 15.
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Lotul din Oltenia contine atat folles, cat gi jumiititi de folles gi, in mod surprinzitor, chiar
un exemplar de o optime de follis. Monedele lui Tiberius al IlI-lea Constantinus descoperite in
Oltenia provin din atelierele de la Constantinopolis, Thessalonic, Nicomedia gi Antiochia.

Descoperirile monetare menfionate par si indice o oarecare stabilizare, poate, chiar,
revenire a situatiei din Oltenia bizantini, dupi evenimentele din anii 572-576. Evolufiile din
capul de pod Nord-dunirean par si se fi datorat unor factori politico-militari strict locali. Ea se
deosebeste net de cea care se constati la sud de Duniire, unde pozitia autoritdfilor imperiale pare
sd fi cunoscut, in continuare, momente foarte critice. Afirmafia noastrs este dovediti de existenfa
unor tezaure ascunse in aceastd perioadi, cum ar fi cele de la: Augusta-Harlec®, Transdierna-
Tekija, Horreum Margi-Veliko Oragje si Veliko Pincum-Gradiste. Toate aceste descoperiri confin
extrem de pufine monede de la Tiberius al Il-lea Constantinus, care se adaugi, dupé o pauza
relativ indelungats, unor emisiuni mai vechi, de la Justinus al II-lea si de la precursorii séi.

Monedele lui Mauricins Tiberius (582-602) descoperite irx Oltenia deschid o noud etapé,
cea finald a circulajiel monetare in zona enclavelor bizantine de la nord de Dunire. Cercetarea in
detaliu a acestor descoperiri, ca si pe cele emise de urmasii sii, este foarte importanti pentru a
infelege mai bine cronologia desirdmirii limesului bizantin in sectorul cuprins intre viirsarea
Oltului in Duniire si Portile de Fier. Lotul din Oltenia analizat de noi cuprinde 51 monede, la care
se adaugd un esantion reprezentativ din Dioceza Daciilor. Monedele se repartizeazi dupa cum
urmeazi:

OLTENIA DIOCEZA DACIILOR
582-583 - 7 ex. 0 ex.
583-584 — 6 ex. 1ex.
584-585 - 2 ex. 1 ex.
585-586 - 1 ex. 0ex.
586-587 - 4 ex. 2 ex.
587-588 - 3 ex. 1 ex.
588-889 - 4 ex, 1 ex.
589-590 - 0 ex. 2 ex.
590-591 - 4 ex. 1 ex.
591-592 - 3 ex. 0 ex.
592-593 - 4 ex. (unul incert) 1ex.
593-594 - 0 ex. 0 ex.
594-595 - 3 ex. 1 ex.
595-596 - 2 ex. 3 ex
996-597 - 3 ex. 0 ex.
597-598 - O ex. 0 ex.
598-599 - 1 ex. 0 ex.
599.600 - 1 ex. 0ex.
600-601 - 0 ex. 0ex.
601-602 - 0 ex. 0 ex.
583/584-602 - 1 ex. -
582-602 - 3 ex. -

Cele doui loturi indica adancirea procesului de evolufie divergent a circulajiei monetare
in teritoriile vecine Poriilor de Fier, situate la Nord si sud de Dunire. Dupi cum am mai ar4tat,
fenomenul incepuse deja la sfarsitul domniei lui Justinianus I i s-a accentuat in timpul lui
Justinus al II-lea gi Tiberius al [-lea Constantinus.

# 5. MaSov, Kisnoantiten kastel i ranovizantiskijat grad Augusta pri selo Hirleé, obStina Kozloduj (Lokalizrane, izvoni,
topagrafija i ukrepitelna sistema), in IMSZB, 16, 1990, pp. 21 - 45. Autorul menjioneaz descoperirea unui tezaur de 40 de
monede de bronz §i una de aur. Ultima moned4 dateazé din a. 582,
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Din zona Drobetei provin 14 monede, printre care §i un solidus ugor de 20 de siliquae™.
582-583 - 3 ex.
583-584 -1 ex.
584-585 - 0 ex.
585-586 - 0 ex.
586-587 - 0 ex.
587-588 - (h ex.
588-589 - 1 ex,
589-590 - 0 ex.
590-591 - 1 ex.
591-592 - 2 ex.
592-593 - 1 ex. (incert)
593-594 - 1 ex.
594-595 - D ex.
595-596 - 1 ex.
596-597 - 1 ex.
597-598 - 0 ex.
598-599 - 1 ex.
599-600 - 0 ex.
600-601 - Q ex,
601-602 - 0 ex.
583/584-602 - 1 ex.
Lotul de monede de la Mauricius Tiberius descoperit in zona Sucidavei cuprinde 20
monede, intre care §i un tremissis™. Cele identificate precis se repartizeazi astfel:
582-583 - 3 ex.
583-584 - 2 ex.
584-585 - 1 ex.
585-586 - 1 ex.
586-587 - 2 ex.
587-588 - 2 ex.
588-589 - 1 ex.
589-590 - 0 ex.
590-591 - 1 ex.
591-592 - 0 ex.
592-593 - 2 ex.
593-594 - O ex.
594-595 - 1 ex.
595-596 - 0 ex.
596-597 - 1 ex.
597-598 - 0 ex.
598-599 - 0 ex.
599-600 - 0 ex,
600-601 - 0 ex.

7 Piese inedite, pdstrate in colectiile MPF, nr. inv. 5250 (M, CON), a. 582 - 583, 5225 (K, CON), a. 582 - 583, 5283 (K,
THE), a. 582 - 583, 5281 M, CON), a. 588 - 589, 5259 (M, THEUP), a. 590 - 591, 5387 (M, CON), a. 591 - 592, 5406 (M,
CON), a. 591 - 592, 5212 (M, NIK), a. 592 - 593 (?), 5411 (K, THE), a. 594 - 595, 5413 (K, THE), a. 595 - 5%, 5277 (M,
THEUP), a. 596 - 597, 5465 (K, THE), a. 598 - 599, ale MNIR, nr. de inv. 238.864 (Sol., 20 siliq., CON), anii 583/584 - 602
si in col. dr. E. Sachelarie, din Drobeta - Turnu Severin (K, THE), a. 583 - 584. Lipsa unor defalii ne impiedica si
identificdim monedele lui Mauricius Tiberius mentionate anterior de citre O. Toropu §i C. Preda, vezi §i observagiile
noastre de la nota nr. 120.

71 V. Butnariu, in BSNR, 77 - 79, 1983 - 1985, 131 - 133, p. 227, nr. 51 - 63. Tot acolo si bibliografia mai veche privind
descoperirile de monede de la Mauricius Tiberius de la Sucidava.
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601-602 - 0 ex.

582-602 - 3 ex.

Monede de la acest impirat au fost descoperite la: Gogogsu {com. Gogosu, jud.
Mehedinti)”2, Ostrovu Mare (com. Gogosu, jud. Mehedinti)3, Caracal (jud. Olt)”4, Popoviceni
(com. Goicea Micj, jud. Dolj)5, zona Craiovei’ si zona Rdmnicului Vélcei””. Nou# piese provin
din localiti{i neprecizate din Oltenia”.

[ixistenfa unui presupus tezaur continind monede de la Constantinus I la Mauricius,
descoperit la Ostrovul Mare?, nu are nici 0 acoperire in realitate, ea fiind datorati unei lecturi
neglijente a unui text foarte clar al lui Al. Birc#cils®.

Alte patru piese de jumitate de follis datind din a doua jumitate a secolului al VI-lea
imprecis identificate pot apartine lui Justinus al II-lea sau lui Mauricius Tiberius. Trei piese
provin de la Sucidava®! gi una de la Romula-Regca (com. Dobrosloveni, jud. Olt)®.

Cateva descoperiri de monede de la Mauricius Tiberius sunt mentionate pe teritoriul
Banatului. O moneda a acestui impérat a fost gasitd la Orsova (jud. Mehedinti)®. Ea face parte
din colecjia Muzeului Banatului din Timigoara, dar lipsa detaliilor suplimentare face imposibila
identificarea acesteia, cu una din cele doud monede de la Mauricius Tiberius, aflati in
patrimoniul acestei institutii®$. Una dintre acestea provine dintr-o localitate neprecizati din
Banatul istoric. Este mentionati de asemenea existenfa unor descoperiri de monede de la
Mauricius Tiberius in cursul sipaturilor arheologice de la Banatska Palanka-Sapaja®.

Un solidus de la Mauricius Tiberius provine din localitatea Cesterek, din Banatul iugoslav
(fost Csosztelek, din vechiul comitat Torontal)ss.

La sud de Dunire descoperiri izolate de la Mauricius Tiberius au fost publicate numai de
la Viminacium, unde se cunosc trei piese, datate in anii 587-588, 590-591 i 592-593%7, Dupd
pirerea noastra acest nivel al informatiei nu reflects, nici pe departe, situatia din teren.

Din zona séubeascd a Portilor de Fier provin doul tezaure a ciror ascundere s-a petrecut
in timpul domniei lui Mauricius Tiberius. Cel mai important este cel descoperit in cetatea de la
Veliki Gradac. Tezaurul confine 107 monede, dintre care numai dou exemplare din timpul lui
Mauricirs. Cea mai recentd moned4 din tezaur dateazi din anul 594-5958. Contemporan cu
aceastdl descoperire este tezaurul de la Bosman, care numirs 17 monede. Emisiunile din vremea
lui Mauricius Tiberius sunt bine reprezentate, prin nou# piese, dintre care ultima dateazi din
anul 594-5958°,

2 Al. Bircicild, in SCN, 1, 1957, p. 421, nr. 1, MPF, nr. de inv. 5282 (M, CON), a. 597 - 598.

B D. Berciu, in MCA, 1, 1953, p. 589 - 591; C. Preda, in SCIV, 23, 1972, 3, P. 405 si V. Butnariu, in BSNR, 77 - 79, 1983 -
1985, 131 - 133, p. 221, nr. 104.

™M Piesa inedity, aflat¥ in colectia MRC, nr. inv. 7784 (M, CON), a. 590 - 591,

7 Gh. Poenaru Bordea §i C. Voicu, in SCIVA, 26, 1975, 1, p. 154, nr. 9 5i V. Butgariu, in BSNR, 77 - 79, 1983 - 1985, 131 ~
133, p. 222, nr. 120,

7% Piese inedite din colectia O. Ciocgan, din Craiova (M, CON), a. 587 - 588 si (K, THE), a. 588 - 589.

7 Piesd inedithi din colectia MJIVL, nr. de inv. 4584 (K, THEUP), a. 594 - 595.

7 Piese inedite, péistrate in colectia MOC, nr. de inv. 1 14066/3 (K, CON), a. 582 - 583, I 14066/7 (K, NIK), a. 582 - 583, 1
27034 (M, CON), a. 583 - 584, 1 14068 (K, CON]), a. 586 - 587, 17613 (K, CON), a. 588 - 589, 14062 (M, THEUP), a. 590 -
591, 114066 (K, KYZ), a. 592 - 593, 7614 (K, CON), a. 595 - 59 si I 40074 (K, THE), a. 599 - 600.

™ M. Davidescu, Drobeta., p. 206.

8 Al Barcicild, in SCN, 1, 1957, p. 419.

01 D, Tudor, in Dacia, 11 - 12, 1945 - 1947, p- 204, nr. 74 - 76.

€2 B. Mitrea, in SCIV, 14, 1963, 2, p. 474, nr. 52.

B, Berkeszi, in TRE, S.N., 23, 1907, 1 - 2, p. 30 §i C. Preda, in SCIV, 23, 1972, 3, p. 405.

8 Monede inedite, MBT, nr. de inv. 11, tipul MIB, I, 67 D, CON, a. 586 - 587 si nr. de inv. 80, tipul MIB, 11, 84 D, KYZ,
a. 597 - 598.

8 Liljana Bakié, 20 vekove., p. 13.

8 (). Gohl, in NumKdzlany, 13, 1914, 1, p. 17. Moneda face parte din tipul Sabatier, 1, 239, pl- 24, nr. 10, ceea ce {i
corespunde tipului MIB, II, 6, CON, a. 583/4 - 602.

¥V, Ivanidevid, in NumizmaliZar, 11, 1988, p. 94, nr. 54 - 56.

% Dudica Mini¢, in Numizmaticar, 7, 1984, pp. 39 - 49, nr. 1 - 107,

¥ V1. Kondi¢, in Numizmaticar, 7, 1984, pp. 51 - 56, nr. 1 - 17.

133

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



ERNEST OBERLANDER-TARNOVEANU

Doui tezaure ascunse in anul 595-596 provin din nord-vestul Bulgariei, de la Rakita si
Reselec®. Un tremissis izolat de la Mauricius Tiberius a fost descoperit la Sadovec (distr. Plevna),
iar un solidus al aceluiagi impérat a fost g#sit intr-o localitate neprecizati din districtul Plevna®.

Repartitia cronologici a monedelor pe ansamblul regiunii Portilor de Fier si din fiecare
fortificatie mai importanti, lnati in parte, ca i numirul lor, pot oferi o serie de indicii asupra
situatiei politico-militare a enclavei bizantine de pe malul nordic al Punirii, a evolutiei limesului
in acest sector. Pe ansamblul Oltentei primii doi ani ai domniei lui Mauricius par si continue, san
chiar, si dezvolte tendintele care au avut loc in anii 579-582. Numzrul monedelor din primul an
de la Drobeta este considerabil. $i la Sucidava, emisiunile din primii ani de domnie ai lui
Mauricius Tiberius sunt, de asemanea bine reprezentate. Firi indoiali, afluxul important de
monede la nord de Dundre intre 582-584 constituie consecinia picii bizantino-avare, ca §i a
situdirii finuturilor din sudul Olteniei in afara raidurilor sklavinilor, care au afectat provinciile
bizantine din Dioceza Thraciei Ih anii 581-584.

Situafia va cunoagte o modificare radicald, odati cu reaprinderea conflictului dintre avari
§i bizantini, in toamna amului 584%2. Degi nementionate de izvoarele contemporane, se pare ci-de
data aceasta luptele vor fi afectat gi cetdfile de la Drobeta si Sucidava, ca si pe cele din intregul
sector sud-dunirean dintre Singidunum-Viminacium-Augusta. La Drobeta, sirul descoperirilor
monetare se intrerupe intre anii 584-587, iar la Sucidava, intre anti 585-588. Pe ansamblul Olteniei,
nu cunoagtern nici o descoperire monetart dia anul 585-586. Mutarea centruluri operatiunilor spre
Risirit, in Scythia Minor, in estul si centrul Balcanilor a permis reluarea patrunderii monedelor
de bronz spre Oltenia bizantind, inc# inainte de anul 587, data incetirii atacurilor avaro-slave i a
incheierii p#cii.

In lumina descoperirilor monetare accesibile studiului, se pare ci refacerea viefii in zona
principalelor capete de pod bizantine, dupi evenimentele din anii 584-586 s-a desfisurat foarte
greu, mai ales la Sucidava, unde seria monedelor se reia rumai in anul 588. De altfel, in aceasta
fortificatie afluxul de monede va continua, la un nivel modest, pani in anii 596-597. Lotul de la
Sucidava prezinti numeroase cezuri - anii 589-592, 593-594 si 595-596. La Drobeta monedele
incep si reapara intre anii 588-589 gi vor cantinua s# ajungé, cu unele scurte intreruperi pané spre
598-599. Ca si in cazul Sucidavei, volumul numerarului care pitrunde la Drobeta este mult redus,
fatd de nivelele medii atinse anterior, degi, dup# 585 statul bizantin a fost afectat de un nou puseu
inflationist. Incepand din acest an valoarea follis-ului a fost redus# cu 54%, in noile conditii, un
solidus valordnd, in mod legal, 600 folles, sau 25 livre de bronz (in acest caz, devalorizarea fiind
de numai de 50%)%. $i la Drobeta girul monedelor se intrerupe numai intre anii 589-590 si 594-
595. Dnpé cum se remarcd destul de ugor, cele doud momente de intrerupere coincid, semn ca
motivele care au dus la aceasts situatie nu erau strict locale, ci au afectat intreaga arie cuprinsi
intre Portile de Fier gi virsarea Oltului in Duniire. PAni in prezent, att in Oltenia, cét §i in Serbia
de Nord-est, lipsesc total monedele din anii 593-594, 597-598 si post 600. In Banat ultima moned3
cunoscuts dateazi din 597-598.

Evenimentul care a produs incetarea pitrunderii monedelor din anul 589-590 nu poate fi
identifieat in izvoarele contemporane, care menfioneazj instalarea stirii de pace dintre bizantini
§i avari intre anii 587 si 593. Cu toate acestea nu trebuie si excludem posibilitatea unui atac al
sklavinilor. Acegtia, desi erau formal supusi ai avarilor, au efectuat adesea incursiuni pe cont
propriu, cu sau fir¥, acordul tacit at gaganului din Pannonia.

Cea de-a doua intrerupere poate fi pusé in conexiune cu declangarea de citre avari a unui
nou val de ostilitdti contra posesiunilor bizantine din Balcani. Cu ocazia acestui conflict, grosul
trupele avare s-au deplasat pe direcfia Singidunum-Viminacium-Bononia, deci prin imediata

% Yordanka Youroukova, Trouvailles monélaire de Sadovetz, in Die antiken Befestigungen von Sadovec (Bulgarien). Ergebnisse
der deutsch - bulgarisch - dsterreichische Ausgrabungen (1934 - 1937), Miinchen, 1992, ed. Wanda Uenze, pp. 306 - 308.

91 Teodora Kovadeva, in Numizmatika, 24, 1990, 4, p. 17, ar. 21 - 22,

%2 Asupra situatiei politice din zona nordic4 a Balcanilor, in timpul domniei lui Mauricius Tiberius cf. Al. Madgearu,
CDCDJ., pp.19-23.

3 W. Hahn, MIB, I, p. 16.
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vecinitate a Olteniei bizantine. Cu toate acestea, incepand cu anul 594, aria operatiunilor s-a
mutat in Moesia Secunda si in Muntenia, destul departe de Oltenia. In ciuda unor dificultiti
politico-militare din ultimii ani ai domniei lui Mauricius Tiberius, incetarea patrunderii
monedelor gpre posesiunile bizantine de la nord de Dundre in :utii 596-597 si 598-599 este greu de
explicat. Principalul motiv, care face dificil4 teoria abandonirii fortificatiilor din Oltenia, il
constituie modificarea neagteptati a raporturilor de forfe dintre cele dou3 tabere aflate in conflict
pentru controhul Dunirii. Incepand din primdvara anului 596, dupi ce a anihilat, in prealabil,
centrele sklavinilor din Muntenia, armata imperiald a trecut la ofensivd in sectorul Viminacium-
Sirmium. Bizantinii nu s-au limitat numai la recuperarea teritoriilor de la sud de Dunire. Armata
imperiald a intreprins actiuni militare viguroase si 1a norit de flaviu, cu scopul de a distruge
nucleul puterii avare, situat in zona dintre Dunire si Tisa. Avarii infrAnti au cerut pace, situaie
care s-a mentinut pani in toamna anului 597. Noul atac al avarilor din iarna anului 597-598 a
vizal numai Scythia Minor. El s-a incheiat prinir-un tratat de pace, care stabilea Dunirea, drept
frontierd intre cele douid puteri. In 599 bizantinii au traversat fluviul, in dreptul cetifii
Viminacium, zdrobind fortele avarilor i aliatilor lor din nordul Serbiei si Banat. In 601 trupele
imperiale lichidau o incercare de infiltrare a avarilor in zona Portilor e Fier. Din acest mament,
pand la sfargitul domniei Iui Mauricius Tiberius izvoarele istorice, care s-au pastrat, nu mai
menfioneaz3 existenfa unor noi conflicte cu avarii in zona in amonte de Portile de Fier. in
contextul celor expure mai sus, pare probabil ca intreraperea afluxului de monede spre Drobeta
gi Sucidava intre anii 596-599 s3 se datoreze mai degraba pirasirii fortificatiilor de cea mai mare
parte din garnizoanele lor, mobilizate 33 participe la operafiunile militare, care s-au desfidgurat, in
cea mai mare parte in imediafa lor vecinitate, in regiunea Portilor de Fier, sau in vestd
Munteniei®.

Analiza descoperirilor monetare rdméne pani in prezent cea mai importanti sursd de
informatii privind evolufia mesului bizantin la nord de Dunare in ultimele dous decenii ale
secolului al VI-lea si inceputul secolului al VII-lea, avind in vedere faptul c# izvoarele scrise nu
mentioneazd, in mod direct soarta lor, iar rezultatul cercetdrilor arheologice nu poate fi folosit,
atat datoritd metodelor de sipiituri intreprinse la Drobeta si Sucidava in anii “20-'50 ai secolului
nostru, cat gi datorita faptului ci s-au publicat prea putine date privind cercetdrile mai recente,
care s3 prezinte in mod corect descoperirile din ultimele nivele de viefuire romano-bizantina.

Seria monedelor provemnite din cele doud fortificatii importante, ca si din intreaga zoni a
Olteniei indicd un proces, cvasi-continuu de pitrundere a numerarului bizantin pana in ultimii
trei ani ai domniei lui Mauricius Tiberius, ceea ce poate fi interpretat i ca o dovad3 a continudrii
functiondirii limesudui, pe tronsamri dintre Drabeta si Sucidava, in ciuda gravelor dificultiti prio
care au trecut provinciile balcano-dunirene in aceastd epoca. Ca si in cazul fortificatiilor de la
Singidunum §i Viminacium, si la Drobeta, si intr-o oarecare misuri si a celei de la Sucidava, este
clar ¢ administratia si armata an mai gisit resurse de restabilire a functionalititii sistemudnt,
chiar daci este evident faptul ci dupi 587, revenirea s-a ficut la parametri inferiori celor dinainte
de 578. Fird a minimaliza sensul intreruperilor destul de frecvente care se remarci in lotul
monetar din Oltenia din vremea ini Mauricius Tiberius, eredem ci cea mai mare parte a
teritoriului a rdmas sub control bizantin si populatia a pistrat formele anterioare de viafs, adica
pe cele de tip urban gi organizare specifici posesiunilor imperiale pina spre anul 614-615%.
Desigur, cezurile in succesiunea descopeririior au o semniiicajie care nu poate fi ignorais, dar
trebuie s& subliniem faptul, ci nu este sigut, c3 in toate cazurile, ele indic3 incetarea controlului

% Imaginea tradilionali a istoriografiei noasire este aceea c3 incetarea girului de descoperiri monetare este silnptomul
abandondrii cetiifilor bizantine, cf. D. Tudor, in IR, vol. I, p. 661, O. Toropu, Romanitatea., pp. 37 §i 117 - 118 si M.
Davidescu, Drobeta., p. 227,

% D. Tudor, in IR, vol. I, p. 664 5i O. Toropu, Romanitatea., p. 37 plaseazd incetarea viefuirii in principale centre
bizantine din Oltenia intre anii 597 - 598 si 600. In viziunea autorilor, acestei incetdri a circulatiei monetare ii
corespunde, implicit, §i incetarea controhilui imperial. fn ambele cazuri, argumentul numismatic a jucat un rol
important in datarea evenimentului.
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bizantin. Cel mai adesea aceste intreruperi indici doar o intrerupere a contactelor cu restul
provinciei cireia i erau atagate sau cu restul teritoriilor imperiale.

In Oltenia monedele incep sa apara din nou dupi 602, iar in cazul Drobetei existi dovada
reluirii pAtrunderii monedelor §i dupa 610. Cu toate acestea, modestia descoperirilor ulterioare
ne face s4 presupunem ci dupi anul 598-599 numai o mic¥ parte a trupelor stationate anterior in
aceasti cetate s-au intors in vechea gamizoani, sau au fost inlocuite cu o alti unitate, eventual cu
foederaii barbari de origine anti, ale ciror urme de cultur¥ materiald a fost descoperitd in céteva
ageziri din sudul Olteniei%.

Mai delicat4 este interptetarea situatiei de la Sucidava, unde ultima descoperire monetard
certd dateaz3 din anii 596-597. Din picate, inforanafiile privind acest centru bizantin sunt confuze
gi precare. D. Tudor afirma c4 ultimele monede descoperite datau din 597-598 si c# agezarea,
abandonati, a cizut prad3 unui violent incendiu%. Nu este clar, dac# in stratul de cenugé au fost
gasite monede, in situajii strdtigrafice neechivoce. C. Preda menfioneazi descoperirea la
Sucidava a unei monede de la Phocas, presupusi a fi un follis emis la Antiochia, din anul 606-
607. Dup¥ cum am mai aritat deja, moneda in discufie, este mai degrabid o emisiune de la
Tiberius al II-lea Constantinus. In orice caz, este greu de gisit un motiv plauzibil al abandonirii
de ciitre autoritifile bizantine a unui punct strategic de valoarea celui de la viirsarea Oltului in
Duniire, intr-o perioada in care, intre 597-602, Imperiul bizantin relua cu succes actiunile ofensive
in zona dintre Portile de Fier si Sirmium, recucerind o serie de fortificafii importante, ciun ar fi:
Viminacium, Singidunum i Sirmium gi la nord de fluviu®. Pan4 la publicarea sistematicd a
intregului material numismatic de la Sucidava i imprejurimi, credem ca data sfargitului
controlului bizantn asupra celor mai importante fortificatii bizantine din zona olteneascd a
Portilor de Fier riméne o problemi deschis, care isi agteapti rezolvarea.

Semnul cel mai clar al declinului economiei monetarizate, ca gi a sistemului economic,
social gi politic pe care se baza civilizaia provincials bizantin il constituie reducerea drasticd a
numirului de descoperiri. Raportarea valorii tuturor monedelor lui Mauricius cunoscute in
Oltenia Ia rata de schimb oficial de 1 solidus = 600 folles® ofer4 cea mai elocventi dimensiune a
reducerii nivelului raporturilor dintre posesiunile bizantine de 14 nord de Dundre si restul
Imperiului.

Monedele lui Mauricius Tiberius provin din cele mai importante ateliere imperiale care
functionau in spatiul Propontidei §i Syria. Rolul acestor ateliere in aprovizionarea teritoriilor de
la nordul gi sudul Dunirii din Dioceza Dacia este clar ilustrat de proportiile ocupate in cele doud
loturi etalon:

OLTENIA DIOCEZA DACILOR
Constantinopol - 23 ex. - 46%. 10 ex. ~ 71,42%.
Thessalonic - 14 ex. - 28%. 2ex. -14,28%.
Nicomedin - 5 ex. - 10%. -

Antiochia - 4 ex. - 8%. 2ex. - 14,28%.

Cyzic-2 ex. - 5%. -

Neprecizat - 2 ex. - 4%.

Supravietuirea economiei monetarizate tn capul de pod bizantin din Oltenia in perioada
582-600 este ilustrati atat de prezenta celor mai diverse nominaluri de bronz, inclusiv piesele de
jumiitate de follis. Lotul din anii 582-602 din Oltenia gl reshil Diocezei Daciilor are urmatoarea
structuri pe nominaluri:

OLTENIA DIOCEZA DACHLOR
Follis - 20 ex. - 40,81%. Follis - 11 ex. - 78,57%.
Jumdtate de follis - 29 ex. - 59,18%. Jumitate de follis ~ 3 ex. - 21,42%.

% Asupra acestor ageziri cf, Maria Comga, in RBAPMPOTR, p. 173.
% D. Tudor, in IR., vol. I, p. 664.

% M. Rusy, in REAPMPOTR, pp. 128 - 129.

% W. Hahn, MIB, 111, p. 16.
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Solidus de 20 siliquae - 1 ex. -

Continudnd un proces inceput deja in vremea lui Justinus al II-lea §i in cadrul lotului
monetar din vremea lui Mauricius Tiberius, majoritatea pieselor de jumiitate de follis din Oltenia
provin din monetiria de la Thessalonic. Este iie notat prezenta in cadrul descoperirilor de la
Drobeta a acelui solidus usor, de 20 siliquae. Moneda reprezinti un unicat, nu numai la nordul
Dunidrii de Jos, dar constituie o raritate §i intre descoperirile din zona septentrionald a
Balcanilor'®, Solidi ugori vor deveni mai comuni in spafinl nostru intre 602-610. Astfel, un
solidus ugor, de 20 de siliquae de la Phocas a fost descoperit la Sibed (com. Ceausu de Campie,
jud. Mureg)!9, iar un altul la Histrial%2. Mai multe aparitii sunt semmmnalate in stepele de la Nord de
Caucaz si in sudul Rusiei §i Ukraina, mai ales in tezaurul de la Maloe PereS¢epino, in zama
Poltava.!® Cercetiirile recente au dovedit c3 solidi usori au fost emigi nu pentru comertul cu
“barbarii”, cum s-a crezut multds vreme, ci pentru plata stipendiilor si tributurilor pentru
conducétorii uner popoare “aliate” de la periferia septentrionald a Imperiuhii bizantin®,
Aparitia unei astfel de monede de la Mauricius Tiberius la Drobeta, intr-c pozilie cheie de
limesul dundrean, ar putea indica amplasarea in zonid a unui grup de foederati “barbari”
insircinafi cu apirarea zonei, ih conditiile degarnisirii frontierei de vechile garnizoane, deplasate
pe frontul din zona Viminacium-Singidunum, in vederea operatiunilor militare contra avarilor.

Tendintele de reducere a afluxului de monede noi spre zona de dincolo de Dunire vor
continua §i ge vor accentua in vremea dommuiei lui Phecas (602-610). Din timpul aceatui impérat se
cunosc doar trei descoperiri monetare certe in Oltenia. Este vorba de un follis descoperit la
Argetoaia (com. Argetoaia, jud. Dolj)1%, din p4cate prea sumar mentionat, ca si exemplarul de la
Récarii de Jos (com. Bridesti, jud. Dolj)1%. Cel mai complet suntem informati asupra follis-ui emis
in anul 607-608 la Nicomedia, provenit dintr-o localitate neprecizati din fostul judef Romanatil®.
Dupa cum am arétat deja, moneda provenitd de la Sucidava, atribuit ipotetic lui Phocas!®, pare
54 fie mai degrabi o eihisivme de la Tiberius al II-lea Constantinus.

In Banat se cunosc numai dous descoperiri de monede de la Phocas. Un follis provine de
la Banatsko Novo Selo (Satu Nou), in vecinitatea orasului Panéevo, in Banatul jugoslavi®, Tot in
aceastd parte a provinciei, la Krusica, a fost descoperit nn solidus de la Phocas!10,

1 In Bulgaria de Nord este cunoscut numai un solidus de 23 de siliquae de la Mauricius Tiberius in tezaurul nr. C de
la Sadove, cf. Yordanka Youroukova, Contribution numismatique & la définition du caractére des agglomérations du Vle sigcle
dans les Balkans, in Mélanges de numismatique, d’archéologie et d’histoire offerts a Jean Lafaurie, Paris, 1980, p. 280.

M Moneda de la Sébed a fost publicatd de mai multe ori, incepand cu K. Horedt, Conéribufii la istoria Transilvaniei in
secelele IV - XHI, Bucuresti, 1958, p. 107. Dupi C. Preda, in SCIV, 23, 1972, 3, p. 408 i V. Butnariu, in BSNR, 77 - 79,
1983 - 1985, 131 - 133, p. 222, nr. 135, era vorba de un solidus de la Justinianus 1, dar in realitate este 0 emisiune de la
Phocas.

2 Colectiv, Sanfierul arheologic Histria, in SCIV, 3, 1954, 2, p. 247, Suzana Dumitriw, Descoperiri monetare, in Histria —
Monografie arheologicd, vol. 1, red, E. Condurachi, Bucuresti, 1954, p. 465, nr. 471 si C. Preda, Urme de viatd la Histria in
secolele XIT - XIII, in SCIV, 5, 1954, 4, p. 532. Este vorba de un solidus de 22 de siliquae, tipul MIB, II, 19, CON, a. 607 -
609.

108 ]. Smedley, Seventh — Century Byzantine Coins in Southern Russia and the Problem of Light Weight Solidi, in Studies in
Early Byzantine Gold Coinage, New York, 1988, pp. 113 - 114, nr. 6.

104 [hidem., pp. 128 - 129,

1% B. Mitrea in Dacia, N.S., 10, 1966, p. 412 5i V. Butnariu, in BSNR, 77 - 79, 1983 - 1985, 131 - 133, p. 217, nr. 7. Piesa
este socotitd de acelasi autor, ca provenind, cand de la Tangireni (com. Tangiireni, jud. Gorj), cind de la Argetoaia, p.
223, rr. 158. In realitate este vorba de aceeasi moneda de la Argetoaia.

1® D. Tudor, in Apulum, 5, 1964, p. 253; C. Preda, in SCIV, 23, 1972, 3, p. 407 i V. Butnariu, in BSNR, 77 - 79, 1983 -
1985,131 - 133, p. 222, nr. 128.

177 Piesdl ineditd, pistratd in colectia MJIOT din Slatina.

¥8 . Tudor, in Dacia, 7 - 8, 1937 - 1940, p. 398, nr. 4 §i C. Preda, in SCIV, 23,1972, 3, p. 398.

W Moneda inedit, pastratd in colecfia MNIR, cust. CN - BAR inr. 7282. Piesa face parte din tipul MIB, II, nr. 69 a, NIK,
a.609 - 610.

1 [, Berkeszi, in TRE., S.N., 23, 1907, 1 - 2, p- 24. Moneda a fiicut parte din colecfia Zs. Ormés, find donats MBT. Piesa
nu se mai afla in prezent in colectia acestei institufii. Moneda a fost mentionati de B. Mitrea, in SCN, 6, 1975, p. 120, nr.
18, cu precizarea locului de descoperire, ca fiind cel consemnat de L. Berkeszi, C. Preda, in SCIV, 23, 1972, 3, p. 400,
indicind, in mod gresit, localitatea Crugevita, com. Sichevita, jud. Caras - Severin, ca loc de provenienta.
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Pana in prezent, la sud de Dunire, in regiunea cuprinsi intre Morava §i Timok nu sunt
mentionate descoperiri de monede de la Phocas.

In lumina datelor de care dispunem, reducerea numirului descoperirilor din anii 602-610
in QOltenia pare si {i fost doar un fenomen trecitor. De pe teritoriul Olteniei provine un numir
destul de mare de exemplare emise de Heraclius (610-641). Lotul din aceast¥ perioadi se cifreazi
la 11 exemplare, dintre care zece de bronz, bitute, mai ales, in primii ani de domnie.

610-611 -1 ex.

611-612 ~ 0 ex.

612-613 - 4 ex.

613 -1ex.

613-614 - 1 ex.

614-615 ~ 1 ex.

610-641 ~ 3 ex.

De la Drobeta provin doi folles constantinopolitani, dintre care unul emis in anul 612-613,
far celalalt, in anul 613-614111. Cate un follis metropolitan datat in anul 612-613 a fost descoperit la
Craiova,'2 J]a Almaj (com. Almij, jud. Dolj}113, precum i intr-o localitate neprecizati din acelagi
judej™s. O piesd constantinopolitand de o jumitate de follis de la Heraclius, surfrapaté peste un
exemplar mai vechi de la Phocas, provine de la Cioroiu Nou (com Cioroiagi, jud. Doljj"5. Din
pacate, nu detinem alte detalii privind datarea ei. Din localit4{i neprecizate din Oltenia provin
trei monede de bronz de la acest impé#rat. Una datat in anul 610-611 a fost emis# la Nicomedia®s.
Ceilalti doi folles au fost bituti la Constantinopol in anii 612-613 si, respectiv in 614-61517,
Probabil cd una din aceste: monede este identici cu cea descoperitd de cdtre D. Tudor, in cursuh
sdpaturilor sale din agezarea romanic# provincials de la Cioroiul Nou (com. Cioroiagi, jud. Dolj),
care, ulterior, s-a amestecat cu restul pieselor din colectia Muzeului Oltenieil?®.

Doi solidi de la Heraclius si Heraclius Constantinus (613-638) provin din dou# localitafi
neprecizate din Oltenia. Unul din ei se pistreaz3 in colecia CNBAR, aflatd in prezent la BNR1,
iar cealalta se afla, inainte de 1981, intr-o colectie particulari din Craioval?.

Pe teritoriul Banatutui se cunosc de asemenea un destul de mare de descoperiri de
monede de la Heraclius §i Heraclius Constantinus. Spre deosebire de situatia din Oltenia, in
majoritate, ele constau, din in emisiuni de aur sau argint. Din localitifi neprecizate din aria
Banatului istoric, provin patru folles, emisi in anul 612-613, 613-614, iar ceilalft doi intre 615/6-
623/4121, Este posibil ca unele dintre ele si provini din zona Orsova si Moldova Veche, cici cele
mai multe piese bizantime de bronz din patrimoniul Muzeului Banatului vin din colectia Zs.
Ormos, care a strans numeroase monede de acest fel din zona menfionat#!?2, In literatura mai
veche este menfionati descoperirea unei monede de bronz la Beba Veche (com. Beba Veche, jud.
Timig), fira s& avem gi alte detalii asupra acestei piesel®,

11 Piese inedile, aflate in colectia MPF din Drobeta - Turnu Severin nr. de inv. 1 5433 gi [ 5248.

12 0. Toropy, in MO, 24, 1972, 9 - 10, p. 707; C. Preda, in SCIV, 23, 1972, 3, p. 399; O. Toropu §i O. Stoica, in Drobeta, 1,
1974, p. 163 - 164; B. Mitrea, in BSNR, 67 - 69, 1973 - 1975, 121 - 123, p. 325 si V. Butnariu, in BSNR, 77 - 79, 1983 -
1985, 131 - 133, p. 220, nr. 40 .

M CF. Q. Toropu, Romanitalea., p. 205; B. Mitrea, in BSNR, 124 - 128, 1976 - 1980, p- 594 5i V. Butnariu, in BSNR, 77 - 79,
1983 - 1985, 131 - 133, p. 217, nr. 3.

M V. Petac, Descoperiri inedite de monede antice gi bizantine, in BSNR, 86 - 87, 1992 - 1993, 140 - 141, p. 319, nr. 3.

113 C. Preda, in SCIV, 23, 1972, 3, p. 398; O. Toropu si O. Stoica, in Drobeta, 1, 1974, p- 163, nr. 17 si O. Toropu,
Romanitateq., Anexa nr. 17 5i V. Butnariu, in BSNR, 77 - 79, 1983 - 1985, 131 - 133, p- 218, nr. 31,

116 Pies# ineditd, pistratdl in colectiile MO, nr. de inv. 114066/5.

107 Piese inedite, pastrate in colectiile MO, nr. de inv. 17615 5i I 14 074/1.

18 D, Tudor, in MCA, 8, 1962, p. 552.

19 Piesa este pastrata in colectia C.N. - BAR, pv. 1675.

12 Monedi ineditd, pAstratd intr-o colectie particulara.

121 Monede inedite, pastrate in colectia MBT, nr. de inv. 250/5 5i 80 (3 ex.). Ele fac parte din tipurile MIB, III, 159 b,
CON, a. 612 - 613, MIB, 111, 161, CON, a. 615/6 - 623/4 (2 ex.) 5i MIB, I11, NIK, a. 613 - 614.

12 [, Berkeszi, in TRE, S.N., 23,1907, 1- 2, p. 28 §i 30.

13 . Gohl, in NumKazlény, 11, 1912, 1, p. 10,
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Dintre descoperirile de monede de aur, o mentionm pe cea a unui solidus de la Heraclius
si Heraclius Constantinus, care provine de la Mehadia (jud. Carag-Severin)!, localitate situata in
valea Cernei, destul de aproape de Drobeta. La Ostrovo!® si la Batko Petrovoselo, in Banatul
iugoslav, an fost gasiti solidi de la Heraclius si Heraclius Constantinus, din care ultimul datat
intre 616-6251%. De la Seitin (com. Nidlac, jud. Arad) provine un solidus ugor al celor doi
impiratil”. Solidi asem#nitori au fost descoperifi la Sanpetru German (com. Secusigiu, jud.
Arad)', la Sekic, in Banatul iugoslav1??, precum gi intr-o localitate neprecizati din fostial comitat
Torontal'®. in Banat mai sunt menionate gi alte descoperiri de monede de aur de la Heraclius,
dar din picate nu dispunem de informatii suplimentare asupra acestora, care sd ne permiti
identificarea nominaluhui, atelierului si datei emiterii. O asemenea pies provine de la Krstur, in
nordul Banatului iugoslavi3l.

Toate monedele prezentate mai sus, despre care avem informatii mai detailate sunt
emisiumni din anii 616-625 ale atelierului de la Constantinopol. Cu foarte putine excepfii, cum este
cazul solidus-ului usor de la Hajdaddorog {com. Hajda-Bihar), datat intre 610-61312, majoritatea
monedelor de aur de la Heraclius descoperite in mormintele avarice de pe teritoriul actual al
Ungariei si lugoslaviei dateazi din pericada 616-6251%. Vezi in acest sens si solidus-ul ugor de 20
de siliquae provenit de la Szentes (comit. Csongrad)!34. Aceasti observatie este foarte importants,
cici este de naturi si permiti atribuirea si datare corects a unei intregi serii de descoperiri de
solidi, atribuiti anterior lui Constaus al II-lea, Constaniinus :al IV-lea, Heraclius i Tiberius. Se
pare ci atat I. Berkeszi, O. Gohl, cat si L. Huszar au confundat, adesea, monedele lui Heraclius gi
Heraclius Constantinus, tipul MIB, III, nr. 31-37 (a. 629-632), cu cele din tipul MIB, III, nr. 26-28,
ale lui Constans al II-lea §i Constantinus (a. 654-657). Cele doui categorii au aparent un desen
asemindtor, dar mai multe elemente distinctive. Confuzia se datora atat desenelor simplificate
din plangele catalogului lui ]. Sabatier, cat si insuficentei experienfe in domeniul monetdriei
bizantine a celor trei numismaji maghiari, care puteau avea probleme de atribuire a pieselor a
cdror legendd nu era prea clari. Faptul este evident in cazul unei monede de la Heraclius si

1% Exemplar inedit, pdstrat intr-o coleclie particulard. Moneda face parte din Hpul MIB, III, 11, CON, a. 616 - 625.

12 (. Gohl, in NumKszldny, 13, 1914, 1, p. 18. Moneda de la Heraclius §i Heraclius Constantinus este socotitd ca
ficAnd parte din tipul Sabatier, I, pl. XXXIV, nr. 18, care ar corespunde unei emisiuni de la Constans al Il-lea i
Constantinus al IV-lea, ceea ce evident este o eroare. Solidus - ul de la Ostrovo ar putea s& apartini tipurilor MIB, 111, 8
- 38, emise intre anii 613 - 632, Avand in vedere faptul c& majoritatea solidilor lui Heraclius i Heraclius Constantinus
provenifi din spafiul avaric dateazi din anii 613 - 625, consideraAm plauzibil ca §i moneda in discufie si dateze din
aceiagi perioada.

126 (3, Gohl, in NumKaézlény, 13, 1914, 1, p. 17. Moneda face parte din tipul Sabatier, I, p. 274, 48 bis, ceea ce corespunde
cu tipul MIB, III, 21, CON, a. 616 - 625, Este posibil ca moneda s# provind gi de la Petrovaselo, com. Recas, jud. Timig,
cici autorul di ca loc al descoperirii “Petroszell6”, firs s menfioneze comitatul. Dous localitifi cu acest nume se
giseau in vechile comitate Timig si Bacs - Bodrog, actualmente in Yugoslavia,

17 B. Mitrea, in Dacia, N.S., 16, 1972, p. 373, nr. 95 gi V, Butnariu, in BSNR, 77 - 79, 1983 - 1985, 131 - 133, p. 223, nr.
149. Autorul considers, in mod eronat, ci moneda a fost emis#t de Constantin al IV-lea (663 - 685).

18 E. Ddrmer, in SCIV, 11, 1960, 4, pp. 425 5i 429 - 431;B. Mitrea, in Dacia, N.S,, 6, 1962, p. 541, nr. 49. Moneda a fost
identificata cu ajutorul ilustrajiei publicatid de K. Horedt, in IR, vol. I, p. 718, fig. 180, nr. 6 - 7. Ea face parte din tipul
MIB, 111, 65, CON, a. 616 - 625,

122 L. Huszar, Das Miinzmaterial in den Funden des Vilkerwanderungszeit im mittleren Donaubecken, in ActaArchHung,, p.
96, nr. CXCIIL. Autorul face trimitere la Sabatier, I, nr. 48 bis, ceea ce corespunde tipului MIB, 111, 65, CON, a. 616 - 625.
13 O, Gohl, in NumKazlény, 13, 1914, 1, p. 17. Greutatea de 3,74 g€ ca §i marcajul BOXX, indici in mod clar faptul c&
avem de a face cu un solidus ugor de 20 siliquae, MIB, III, 65, CON, a. 616 - 625 si nu cu un solidus cu greutate
normalé, cum ar l4sa s& se intrevadé trimiterea ficutd de autor la catalogul lui Sabatier, L, p. 274, nr. 48.

U F, Milleker, Délmagyarorszag., 11, p. 123 ~ 124 si L. Huszér, in ActaArchHung,, 5, 1954, 1 - 2, p. 98, nr. CCLXIHL.

12 A, Kralovénszky, A hajdiidorogi VII. szdzadi avar temeld (elozetes ismertetés), in A Debreceni Déri Miizeum Evkﬂnvye,
1989 - 1990, p. 129, fig. nr. 3. Moneda este un solidus ugor de 20 de siliquae, tipul MIB, II1, 63, CON, a. 610 - 613.

18 O listd a acestor descoperiri, fird comentarii numismatice, la J. Szentpéteri, Az avar kori hadcsereg legfelsobbvezetd
rétege a régiszeti forrdsok tikrében, in Tisicum - A Jisz - Nagykun - Szolnok Megyei Mazeumok Evkénvye, 8, 1993, pp.
163 - 180.

M L. Huszér, in ActaArchHung,, 5, 1954, 1 - 2, p. 97, nr. CCLIV. Moneda a fost publicati cu referinja Sabatier, I, nr. 48

bis, dar greutatea de 3,85 g a piesei indici faptul ¢ este vorba de un solidus usor, tipul MIB, III, 64 sau 65, CON, a. 616
-625.
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Heraclius Constantinus descoperitd in 1870, intr-un mormant avaric, situat pe traseul ciii ferate
Timigoara-Arad, intre localitifile Carani (com. Santandrei, jud. Timis) si Orfigoara (com.
Orfigoara, jud. Timig). Autorul citat este destul de confuz asupra identitifii emitentilor si locului
de descoperire, O dat#, cand mentiona c¢# piasele provin de la Carani, I. Berkeszi vorbea de cite
un solidus de la Constans al II-lea §i Constantin al IV-lea. In celslalt caz, el afirma ci s-au
descoperit doi solidi de tip Constans al II-lea i Constantin “Pogonatul”1%, Una din monedele de
la Ortisoara se piastreazi in colecfia Muzeului Banatului din Timigoaral%*, Ea este o emisiune de la
Constantinopol de la Heraclius §i Heraclius Constantinus, datdnd din anii 613-616'%’. In aceiasi
situatie sunt si cei doi solidi descoperifi la Ostrovo, in Banatul iugoslav, mentionati de O. Gohl. i
aceastd descoperire este publicatd de doud ori in paginile aceluiasi articol. O dati autorul
vorbesgte de recuperarea a doi solidi, dintre care unul era perforat. Piesa perforatd a fost
identificatd ¢a fiind o emisiune de la Heraclius si Heraclius Constantinus, dar trimiterea la
catalogul de veferinti corespunde unei monede de la Constans al II-lea, asociat cu Constantinus,
iar cealalts, de la Constans al II-lea, Constantinus, Heraclius i Tiberius!, Pe pagina urmitoare
este mentionatd descoperirea a doi solidi perforati de la Constans al II-lea, Constantinus,
Heraclius gi Tiberius. Agsa cum am nrdtat deja mai sus, una din piese apartine sigur lui Heraclius
si Heraclius Constantinus.

O cercetare atent# a descoperirilor de monede de aur din mediul avar, aratd cd numirul
descoperirilor databile dupa 625 esta foarte mic, iar al celor ale urmagilar lui Heraclius, respectiv
Constans al II-lea §i Constantin al IV-lea este, in realitate, infim. Faptul se explici ugor, daci avem
in vedere faptul ci puterea lor a scizut rapid, dup¥ infrangerea suferiti sub zidurile
Constantinopolului, cu prilejul asediulai dm anul 626. Din acest mement avarii au fucetat sd mai
reprezinte 0 ameninfare pentru securitatea Imperiului bizantin gi, implicit, s4 mai primeasci
tributul anual. Numerarul ajuns in “Avaria” prin intermediul plifilor politice a constituit
principala sursi a ofrandelor fumerare, iar cand acest aflux a incelat, practica depunerii de
monede in morminte a intrat in declin, ciici piesele obtinute prin intermediul relatiilor
comerciale, sau prin emisiuni de tip imitativ s-au dovedit a fi insuficiente. Dup pirerea noastra,
cele mai multe monede atribuiie anierior lui Constans al II-lea, asociat cu Constantin (al IV-lea),
cum ar fi si solidus-ul de la Szeged (comit. Csongrad), din Ungaria!®, apartin, de fapt lui
Heraclius si Heraclius Constantinus.

Avénd in vedere Irecventa sporiiZ a descoparirilor de monede de aur din pericada 610-
625 din Banat credem c si solidus-ul cu emitent neprecizat gisit intr-un mormént avaric de la
Igrig (com. Sanpetru Mare, jud. Timig)!4® apartine tot aceloragi emitenti.

Pe ling4 numeroasele emisiuni de aur, descoperirile monetare banitene din timpul lui
Heraclius confin gi citeva piese de argint, respectiv, hexagrammata. O astfel de moned# provine
de la Sannicolaul Mare (com. Sannicolaul Mare, jud. Timis)!4! si de la Arad’2. Moneda de la Arad

135 Vezi TRE, S.N., 6, 1890, p- €5, F. Milleker, Délmagyarorszag., Il, p. 172, ca provenind de la Orfisoara. Piesele sunt
mengionate gi de I. Berkeszi, in TRE, S.N., 23, 1907, 1 - 2, P- 28 5i 29, care le publicé de dou#t ori. O dat, ca provenind
de la Carani (fost Merczyfalva) p. 28 i alta datd ca fiind gisitii la Orfigoara, p. 29. Informatiile mai vechi sunt reluate de
D. Csallany, in AE,, 1943, p. 167; Idem, in ActaArchHung., 2, 1952, p. 238; L. Huszér, in ActaArchHung., 5, 1954, 1 - 2,
p. 91, nr. CLV; D, Protase, Problema., p. 173; C. Preda, in SCIV, 23, p. 397 §i V. Butnariu, in BSNR, 77 - 79, 1983 - 1985,
131 - 133, p. 218, nr. 28 si p. 221, nr. 100 - 101. Primii trei autori vorbesc de monede de la Constans al Ii-lea si
Constantin al IV-lea, in timp ce V. Butnariu, men{ioneaza cate 0 moneda de la Constans al 11-lea i Constantin al IV-lea.
1% Moneda inediti, MBT, nr. de inv. 69.

1% Ea face parte din tipul MIB, 111, 8, CON, a. 613 - 616.

12 ¢y Gohl, in NumKs&zl6ny, 13, 1914, 1, p. 18. Moneda da la Heraclius i Heraclius Constantinus este socotitd ca
facAnd parte din tipul Sabatier, I, pl. XXXV, nr. 18.

¥ L. Huszér, in ActaArchHung,, 5, 1954, 1 - 2, p. 95, nr. CLXXXVIIL, 412. Greutatea monedei datét de autor este extrem
de redus, de numai 2,54 g, fard se mentioneze o eventualll tliere a piesei, sau c ar fi vorba despre un miez de bronz al
unui solidus subaerat.

1 B. Gohl, in NumKézlny, 13, 1914, 1, p. 17 5i L. Huszar, in ActaArchHung,, 5, 1954, 1 - 2, pp. 74 - 75, nr. XLVL

u11, Berkeszi, TRE, SN., 23, 1907, 1 - 2, p- 38; C. Preda, in 5CIV, 23, 1972, 3, p. 408; B. Mitrea, in Dacia, N.S., 16, 1972, p.
373, nr. 94; Idem, in SCN, 6, 1975 5i V. Butnariu, in BSNR, 77 - 79, 1983 - 1985, 131 - 133, p. 222, nr. 143,

12, Moneds ineditd, aflatd in coleclia MNIR, din custodiile CN - BAR, pv. 7953, tipul MIB, IiI, 138, CON, a. 615 - 625..
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dateazi din anii 615-625 si dupi toate aparentele, si cealaltd piesd trebuie si dateze tot din anii
anteriori marelui asediu avar al Constantinopolului.

La sud de Duniire, in zona dintre Morava gi Timok sunt menfionate cAteva descoperiri de
la Heraclius. Un solidus emis la Constantinopol in anii 610-613 provine de la Viminacium!%, iar
un semissis al acestui imparat a fost gasit la DraZmirovac, agezare situati in valea Moravei, la
Sud de marele centru bizantin'44,

Descoperirile de monede de ia Phocas, precum si cele de Ia Heraclius si asociafii sdi sunt
extrem de importante, nu numai pentru istoria circulatiei monetare din Oltenia si Banat, dar gi
pentru intelegerea istoriei politice a zonelor aflate regiunea de la nord de fluviu, cuprinsa intre
varsarea Tisei, Portile de Fier gi Olt. Lipsa uner descoperiri monetare din perioada 602-610 la
Drobeta i Sucidava nu trebuie interpretati ca o dovada clari a incetérii controlului bizantin si,
cu atat mai putin, al abandonirii lor dupi riscoala trupelor de pe frontul dunirean condusi de
centrionu]l Phocas. Aparenta absenii a unor monede iu fortificatii, sau in vechea colecfie a
Muzeului Olteniei din Craiova este un fapt explicabil, atdt prin numirul mic de monede de la
Phocas ajunse dincolo de fluviu, cat si prin modul aleatoriu in care s-au constituit loturile de
monede bizantine studiate de noi. Dupa pérerea nonstri, descoperirile de monede de bronz de la
Phocas mentionate in Oltenia sunt o dovada ci fenomenul penetratiei monetare continua si se
desfisoare dupad anul 602, chiar dac3 pe o scard mult redusd. Absenta monedelor lui Phocas nu
reprezint, in mod necesar, nici chiar un iadiciu :al ncetdrii, fie si momentane a circulatiei
monetare, ci numai a reducerii dinamicii ei, pe misura ruralizirii intregului spatiu bizantin din
regiunea dintre Balcani si Duniire. Chiar in cazul reducerii drastice a aprovizionirii cu humerar
nou, in zona capului de pod bizantin din Oltenia se mai gdsea incd in circuiatle o cantitate
importantd de monede de bronz, nu numai din a doua jumitate a secolului al VI, dar chiar si din
epoca secolele II-IV, care putea satisface necesitifile unei economii monetare modeste.

Rehraren destul de marcaii a pitrunderii la nord de Dunine :a monedelor de bronz in
primii patru ani ai domniei lui Heraclius, pus¥ clar in evidénti atit la Drobeta, cét si de lotul de
la Muzeul Olteniei si cel de la Muzeul Banatului. Esantioanele disponibile studiului arati ci zona
de dincolo de fluviu rimisese inci in atenjia autorititilor irnperiate si ci acestea mai erau
capabile in anii 610-615 s& profite de orice moment favorabil pentru a-gi pune in valoare aceste
drepturi.

Interpretarea economica si istaric a situatiei din Banat este. mai complicatd, cici in mad
cert zona se afla sub controlul ferm al avarilor dupa 602, iar centrele bizantine sud-dunirene
invecinate, cum ar fi de exemplu Viminacium, gi-au incheiat ultima fazi a existentei lor urbane
spre 610-614. Numdrul destui de mare de monede de bronz din primii ani ai domnici lui
Heraclius (pani in 614), depiseste cu mult nivelul atins in vremea lui Mauricius Tiberius. El
atinge un volum care poate fi comparat cu cele provenite din Oltenia. De asemenea trebuie s4
subliniem existenta in zon¥ a unor monede mai tarzii, din anii 615-624, care lipsesc in Oltemia.
Toate aceste date pot indica menjinerea unor relatii destul de active intre teritoriile de la virsarea
Tisei cu Imperiul bizantin, in perioadele de raporturi pagnice intre cele dous puteri. Pe de alt3
parte nu trebuie exclus3 ipoteza conform cdreia numirul mare de monede de bronz din Banat se
datoreazi aducerii acestor piese de citre participantii locali la raidurile de prad¥ in Balcani, sau
de citre prizonierii bizantini, colonizati in zorijs. in lumina unei analize a tuturor descoperirilor
contemporane, putem admite, ci anumite forme de economie monetard au mai supraviejuit o
vteme in Banat, in primele decenii ale secolului al VII-lea. Descoperirile de monede foarte vechi,
grecegti, celtice si romane imperiale din secolele -V aflate in numir foarte mare in mormintele
germamnice §i avarice, indicd faptul cii populatia strdngea si folosea sistematic asemenea piese. Nu
putem exclude total faptul, ca i aici, ca i in provinciile bizantine, vechiul numerar si fi avut gi in

WY, Ivanidevié, in Numizmati¢ar, 11, 1988, P- 94, nr. 59.
W M. Vasi¢, L'or monnayé., 111, p. 306, nr. 107,
5 Asupra coloniziirilor de prizonieri romanic practicate de avari, cf. M. Rusu, RBAPMPOTR, p. 130.
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secolele VI-VII o functie monetard, mai ales in perioadele de crizd, cind vechile surse de
aprovizionare nu erau disponibile.

Deja dupid 610, dar mai ales intre anii 616-625 o mare cantitate de monede de aur va
ajunge in Banat, ca armare a redistribuirilor interne, intre diferitele centre de putere zonale din
Qaganatul avar, a stipendiilor gi tributului primit de la Imperiul bizantin. Marele numér de solidi
ugori din anii acegtia descoperiti in Banat par s indice faptul ci aristocrafia avard, sau a
populajilor asociate, a benefieiat de importante plifi politice, in astfel de monede, destinate cu
predilectie ceremonialului. Acestei perioade ii corespund gi ultimele monede de bronz care se
mai pot inscrie intr-un fenomen economic gi monetar coerent. Ca gi inainte de 610, cele mai multe
piese de aur din mediul avan nu mai aveau nici o funcfie monetari, ele fiind tezaurizate i folosite
ca simboluri ale prestigiului social, fiind reduse la sursa de materie primi pentru confecfionarea
unor somptuoase bijuterii, sau ca obiecte rituale, respectiv, ca ofranda funerari. Este posibil ca gi
monedele de argint, 5i unele piese de bronz s4 fi avut aceeasi soarts, avand fn vedere faptul ci
mormintele populatiei de condifie sociald din epoca avard contin adesea si piese de argint sau
bronz celtice, dacice sau romane.

Si in Oltenia, ca gi in tot spatiul balcanic, lovitura cea mai grea pentru stipanirea bizantini
§i pentru structurile economice, sociale gi culturale legate de acest element politic au fost date de
puternicele invazii avaro-slave incepute in 614. Ele au vizat distrugerea sistematici a tot ceea ce
mai ramisese inca viabil din structura urbani gi militari bizantina din interiorui p#rtii de Nord i
centrale a Peninsulei balcanice. Degi pacea va fi restabilitd vremelnic, in 619, avarii si slavii au
reusit sd nimiceascd majoritatea centrelor de rezistentd, iar cele care au supravietuit, ca agezdri
modeste, gi-au pierdut orice functie militwrae,

Descoperirile monetare cercetate de noi arati in mod clar faptul c4 si la Drobeta
momentul final al formei “clasice” a existentei limesului romano-bizantin s-a incheiat in jurul
anului 614-615. Acest fapt pare s se fi petrecut, probabil, i in unele zane de la sud de Dunire,
cum ar fi de exemplu, Viminacium. In tezaurele descoperite pe teritoriul Diocezei Daciilor,
ultimele monede de bronz de la Heraclius dateazi din anul 613.

Ca si in primii ani ai secolului at Vl-lea, in perioada de dupi 610 circulatia monetarad din
Oltenia este din nou dominatd autoritar de citre emisiunile atelierului din capitald. Dintre
atelierele provinciale nu se mai intilnesc decit monedele atelierului de la Nicomedia.

Canstantinopol - 8 ex.

Nicomedia - 2 ex.

Neprecizat - 1 ex.

Declimal procesului circulaiei monetare in zona limitrofi Portilor de Fier este ilustrat i
de reducerea nominalurilor folosite.

OLTENIA DIOCEZA DACHLOR
Folles - 8 ex, Follis - 4 ex.

jumiitate de folles - 1 ex. jumitate de foles - 2 ex.
Solidus - 2 ex. -

Neprecizat (AE) - 1 ex. -

Lotul monetar studiat este alcatuit in proportie covarsitoare din folles, cea ce constituie un
semn al simplificirii si rarefiarii raporturilor economice i sociale cotidiene mediate de mened4.

Cu toate acestea, trebuie sa atragem atentia, c4 spre deosebire de Banat si regiunile de la
nordul Dunirii Mijlocii, numiirul de descoperiri de monede de aur de la Heraclius din Oltenia
este foarte redus, serrn ci regiunea situati la est de valea Carnei a rdmas in afara evolufiei care
avea loc in anii 610-625 pe teritoriile actuale din Banat, nordul Serbiei, Croatiei si Ungaria.

Pe lingd emisiunile atelierelor imperiale din secolele VI-VII in Oltenia au pitruns si
imitatii ale monedei bizantine de aur emise de regatele germanice. P4n4 in prezent cunoagtem
doar o singuri piesa de acest gen, dar o cercetare sistematici a colectiilor publice gi particulare ar

16 Al Madgearu, CDCD]., p. 24.
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putea oferi i alte surprize. Moneda la care ne referim este o imitatie “fouré” a unui solidus de la
Justinus al Il-lea (?), proveniti de la Romula-Regca (com. Dobrosloveni, jud. Olt)'¥”. Dupé parerea
noastrd piesa provine dintr-un atelier gepidic de la Duniiea Mijlocie. Iinitatii gepidice ale
monedelor de aur romane-bizantine se intdinesc in Serbia de Nord, unde, de aitfe], la Sirmium, a
funcfionat temporar chiar si 0 monetirie a acestui regat barbar. Aparitia in cadrul descoperirilor
din Oltenia a emisiunilor monetare imperiale de bronz de provenient4 italiani, ca gi prezenfa
unui solidus de la Vitigis in tezaurul de la Hajdutka Vocdienica, face destul de plauzibild speranta
depistirii unor viitoare descoperiri ostrogotice, aduse ca pradi de trupele care au participat la
luptele din Italia, sau patrunse anterior, cand o parte din teritoriile dintre Sava gi Drava au ficut
parte din Regaiul lui Theodoricus. Asemenea emisiuni se cunosc in regiunile invecinate, de
exemplu in Banat, nordul Serbiei, Croatia gi Bosnial4, In colectiile Muzeului Banatului din
Timisoara se pistreazi un tremissis ostrogotic emis in numele lui Anastasius I, in timpul lai
Theodoricus, la Roma, in anii 492-51814, De asemenea, dupd cum am mai ar#tat, la sud de
Dunire se intalnesc destul de frecvent imitatii de origine gepidic¥ ale emisiunilor de aur de la
Theodosius al II-lea la Anastasius I.

Desi pe la mijlocui deceniaiui al doilea al secoluiui al VII-lea dominatia bizantind asupra
capului de pod din Oltenia lua sfarsit, ca i procesul circulafiei monetare, existd o serie de dovezi
cd in a doua jumiitate a secolului al VIi-lea, cel putin o parte a zonei va stabili o un gen de relaie
speciald cu imperin! bizantin. Descoperirile izolate de monede de bronz, dovedesc ci
pitrunderea lor la nord de Dunire se va relua sporadic in timpul lui Constans al II-lea (642-668).
Este vorba de o jumitate de follis emis intre anii 647-655, provenit, probabil din zona Romula-
Resca (com. Dobrosloveni, jud. Olt)15e.

Monedele de bronz emise de urmasii lui Heraclius constituie aparitii exceptional de rare
in cadrul descoperirilor de la nord de Dunire, cici dupd anul 626 afluxul de monede bizantine
spre aceasti zoni devine extrem de modest. In colectia Muzeului Banatului se pistreazd mn follis
de la Constans al II-lea, provenit dintr-o localitate neprecizati din Banatul istoric!s!. Moneda a
fost initial inregistrati de 1. Berkeszi ca fiind un follis de la Constantinus al TV-leai52, Piesa face
parte dintr-o donatie din anui 1887 a iui Zs. Ormds, ale cirui monede bizaniine de bronz
proveneau, in marea lor majoritate din descoperiri de la Orsova si Moldova Veche. De aceea
credem cd ar fi posibil ca gi acest follis s& provind dintr-o localitate din zona dunireand a
Banatului montan.

Dupd cum am aritat mai sus, in literatura de specialitate mai veche, pe teritoriul
Banatului sunt menfionate o serie de descoperiri de monede de aur de la Constans al II-lea si
Constantin al TV-lea, dar in cele mai multe cazuri avem de-a face cu piese de la Heraclius gi
Heraclius Constantinus. In fapt, in colectia Muzeului Banatului se pistreazi doar o singurd
moneda de aur de la acest suveran. Este vorba de un semissis constantinopolitan de la Constans
al II-lea’™. Moneda a fost descoperiti la Checea (com. Cernei, jud. Timig)}®. Din picate,
emisiunile de semissis nu pot fi datate precis, ipul lor rimé&nénd neschimbat de-a lungul intregii
domnii, din 642 p&n3 in 668. Mult mai precis datat poate fi sclidus-ul descoperit la Beba Veche

17 Piesa se piistrez in colectia MRC, nr. de inv. 7247. Pe avers poartd legenda . VIVSVTI/INV)VICVY, iar pe rv. I)CTI
- VVVCRESTCOLIH. In exerg4 apare inscriptia ICOI. Moneda céntireste 2,60 g §i are 21,5 mm.

8 Vezi in acest sens Z. Demo, Novac germanskifs vladara druge pol. 5. do druge pol. 6. st. u numizmatickoj zbirci Arheoloskog
muzeja u Zagrebu, in Arheolodki Vesnik, 32, 1981, pp. 454 - 481. J. Petrovi¢, Numizmaticki izvestaij. 1. Minimi iz Budve, in
Glasnik Zemaljskog Muzeja u Sarajevu, S.N., pp. 97 - 109 si P. Kos, The Mometary Circulation in the Southeastern Alpine
Region ca. 300 B.C. - A.D. 1000 (Situla, 24), Ljubljana, 1986, passim, Idem, Die Fundmiinzen der Romischen Zeit in
Slowenien, Berlin, 1988, passim.

149 Moneda inediti, MBT, nr. de inv. 5. Piesa face parte din tipul MIB, 1, 11, ROMA, a. 492 - 518.

13 Piesd inedith, aflath in colectiile MO, nr. de inv. 13590 b.

151 Moned3 ineditd, MBT, inv. 11, tipul MIB, II1, 166 sau 171, CON, a. 643 - 655.

152 Registrul de inventar, caietul nou, inr, nr, 2326,

1% Moned4 ineditd, MBT, nr. de inv. 66. Piesa face parte din tpul MIB, III, 50, CON, 642 - 668. Ea este perforatd
modern.

154 . Berkeszi, In TRE, SN, 23, 1907, 1 - 2, p. 24 5i D. Csallany, in ActaArchHung., 2, 1952, p. 235, dar cu identificare
gresits, ca fiind un “quinarius” de la Constantinus al I'V-lea.
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{com Beba Veche, jud. Timig)!%>. Dupi trimiterea la catalogul lui W. Wroth moneda dateazi din
anii 642-647. Lui Constans al II-lea si Constantin al IV-lea ii aparfine unul din cei doi solidi
descoperiti la Ostrovo!%, in Banatul iugoslav.

In aceiasi serie a descoperirilor nord-dunirene de monede de la Constans al Il-lea putem
semnala jumitatea de follis emis la Carthagina intre anii 651/652-655/656, descoperit la Novaci
(com. Mihéilesti, jud. Giurgiu)'® si pe cei doi folles de la Constans al II-lea (641- 668), provenifi
din zona Barlad®. Unul dateazi din anul 642-643 si celilalt din 656-657.

Tot in timpul lui Constans al II-lea se plaseazi si ingroparea tezaurului de la Obargeni
{com. Voinesti, jud. Vaslui)!®. Ultimele monede bine datate din aceasta descoperire sunt din anul
641-642, dar unele piese ar putea fi chiar mai tirzii, pand in jurul hu 656.

O noti aparte descoperirilor monetare din cea de-a doua jumétate a secolului al VII-lea
din Oltenia o confer# destul de numeroasele prezente de hexagrammata de argint, cele mai multe
reunite in tezaure. Un fragment de tezaur din care s-au pastrat doar doui liexagrammata de la
Constans al II-lea si Constantin al IV-lea, Heraclius gi Tiberius provine de la Vartopu {com.
Vartopu, jud. Dolj)10. O alti descoperire este cea de la Drigisani (jud. Valcea), din care se cunosc
trei hexagrammata de la Constans al II-lea, emise intre anii 659-668161,

Cele mai complete informatii sunt oferite de descoperirea de la Priseaca (com. Priseaca,
jud. Oltye2. Spre deosebire de tezaurele de la Vértopu si Driigdsani, cel de la Priseaca a fost
recuperat, probabil, in intregime. EI cuprinde 141 hexagrammata, doi cercei de timpl¥ “stelai” si
vasul in care a fost depus, un vas-borcan lucrat cu ména, aparfinand culturii Koréak. Monedele
au fost emise de Constans al II-lea si Constantin al IV-lea (668-685). Descoperirea de la Priseaca a
fost publicatd exemplar, in urmi cu 25 de ani de ciitre prof. B. Miirea, ea fiind utilizata: pe larg i
de alfi cercetdtori care au studiat emisiunile de argint bizantine din cea de-a doua jumitate a
secolului al VII-lea, cum ar fi, de exemplu P. Yannopoulos1é gi W. Hahn1é4,

Trecerea anilor ne obligi, la 0 nou¥ ordonare a materialatui, in lunaina noilor progrese ale
numismaticii bizantine. Conform catalogului lui W. Hahn, tezaurul de la Priseaca are urmatoarea
compozitie:

Constans al II-lea - 10 ex.

1. MIB, III, nr. 149-anii 654-659 - 1 ex. 165

2. MIB, III, nr. 150-anii 654-659 - 1 ex.166

3. MIB, III, nr. 152-anii 659-668 - 8 ex.167

Constantin al IV-lea - 131 ex.

4. MIB, I, nr. 62 A-anii 668-668 - 1 ex.168

15 P. Harsanyi, A szegedi miuzeumba kenilt régipénz-leletek, in NumKdzldny, 11, 1912, 1, p. 12; D. Csallany, in
ActaArchHung,, 2, 1952, p. 238 5i C. Preda, in SCIV, 23, 1972, 3, p. 390. Piesa este identicA cu un solidus cu emitent
neprecizat, descoperit la Beba Veche, menjionat de O. Gohl, in NumKbzlony, 13, 1914, 1, p. 10. Moneda este
considerati ca ficdnd parte din tipul BMC, [, 1 -~ 10, ceea ce ar putea corespunde tiputui MIB, III, 3 - 4 sau 6 - 7, CON,
a. 642 - 647,

156 O, Gohl, in NumKozlsny, 13, 1914, 1, p. 18. Moneda de la Heraclius 5i Heraclius Constantinus este socotitd ca
facdnd parte din tipul Sabatier, I, pl. XXXIV, nr. 18, ceea ce corespunde cu tipul MiB, IIl, 32, CON, a. 662 - 667.

157 C. Preda, in SCN, 3, 1960, p. 591, nr. 28.

38 E, Oberlinder-Tarnoveanu gi Elena Popugoi, op. cit., pp. 230, nr. 7 - 8.

¥ Ir, Dimdan, op. cit., p. 196 i V. Butnariu, op. cit., p. 230.

160, B. Mitrea, in Dacia, N.S., 21, 1987, p. 380 si V. Butnariu, in BSNR, 77 - 79, 1983 - 1985, 131 - 133, p. 224, nr. 173 -
174.

161 Idem, in SCN, 6, 1975, p. 118, nota nr. 17; CH, 1, 1979, p. 60, nr. 192 5i V. Butnariu, in BSNR, 77 - 79, 1983 - 1985, 131
-133, p. 230.

162 B. Mitrea, in SCN, 6, 1975, pp. 113 - 125 5i V. Butnariu, in BSNR, 77 - 79, 1983 - 1985, 131 - 133, p. 230.

19 P. Yannopoulos, L'hexagramme — Un monnayage byzantin en argent du VIl siécle, Louvain - la - Neuve, 1978, passim.
164 W. Hahn, MIB, 111, passim.

165 B. Mitrea, SCN, 6, 1975, catalog, nr. 2.

166 [hidem, catalog, nr. 1.

167 Ibidem, catalog, nr. 3 - 8.

168 [bidem, catalog, nr. 13.
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MIB, III, nr. 62 B-anii 668-669 - 4 ex.16?
MIB, III, nr. 63 B-anii 669-674 - 1 ex.1”®
MIB, III, nr. 63 C-anii 669-674 - 54 ex.11
MIB, III, nr. 66-anii 674-681 - 42 ex.172

. MIB, I, nr, 67-anii 674-681 - 31 ex.1

Cele mai vechi emisiuni dateazi din perioada anilor 654-659 (1,41%), urmate de cele din
anii 659-668 (5,67%). Componenta majord a tezaurului este constituitdi de monedele lui
Constantin al IV-lea (92,90%). Intre acestea cele cinci monede databile intre sfargitul anului 668 si
prima parte a lui 669 reprezintd doar 3,54% din structura tezaurului. Pericada de acumulare
masivél incepe In anii 669-674. Aceasts fazi este reprezentats in tezaurul de la Priseaca prin 55
hexagrammata, alcituind nu mai putin de 39% din structura descoperirii. Acumularea va
continua apoi, in ritm accentuat intre anii 674-681. Din aceastd ultima faz¥ dateazs 51,77% din
piesele tezauruiui.

Un hexagrammon de la Constans al II-lea gi Constantin al IV-lea provine dintr-o localitate
neprecizatd din Oltenia!”, dar credem ci nu trebuie total exclusi posibilitatea ca ea si fi facut
parte din tezaurul de da Vartopu.

O privire mai atentit asupra descoperirilor de la Priseaca i Drigégani, despre care avem
mai multe date, indica in mod destul de evident ci procesul acumulirii lor a fost asemanitor. A
fost vorba de un evolutie organici, desfiginatd de-a lungul a mai multor decenii. Tezaarele
constau din asamblarea unor sume punctuale, reprezentate de monede provenind din emisiuni
compacte din punct de vedere cronologic. Daci tinem seama de faptul ci in cea de-a doua
jumitate a secolului al VII-lea hexagrammata au pierdut functia lor initiald, aceea de monede
destinate plitilor militare, cu caracter exceptional’”s, devenind monede destinate distributiilor
legate de ceremonialul imperial, vom intelege mai bine functia §i semnificatia acestor tezaure. fn
timpul lui Constans al Il-lea si Constantin al IV-lea secventa emisiunilor de hexagrammata era
dictats de evenimentele majore din viata familiei imperiale, jubileele, asocierea sau indepértarea
unor colegi de la exersarea puterii supreme, monedele de argint fiind oferite anturajului de la
Curte sau unor conducitori politici straini, aliafi ai Imperiului.

Date suplimentare asupra rolului acestor piese se pot obtine si din studierea repartitiei
tezaurelor de hexagrammata. Descoperirile publicate arati o concentrare a lor in afara granitelor
imperiale. Se cunosc tezaure importante in Siberia Occidentald, in Caucaz, in finaturile de Ia
nordul Dunirii §i centrul Balcanilor, in teritorii de mare importanti strategics, multe dintre
acestea, cunoscute ca fiind locuite de populatii aliate cu Bizantul (armenii, gruzinii, lazii, abhazii,
turcii occidentali gi sarbii)”6. Difuziunea largi a hexagtammelor in zonele din afara granitelor
bizantine a fost favorizati si de voga pe care au cunoscut-o in secolul al VII-lea fastuoasele
garnituri vestimentare, bijuterii i vesela de argint, a ciror sursd de materie primi au constituit-o,
adesea, chiar monedele bizaniine fopite.

Tezaurele de la Priseaca si Dragisani, ca si cele contemporane de la Gala$i!”, in sudul
Moldovei, sau Zemiansky Vrbovok, in Slovacial™, sunt consecin{a acumulirii de citre aceiagi

©ENE W

169 Ihidem, catalog, nr. 9-105i 11 - 12.

0 [bidem, catalog, nr. 14.

171 fhidem, catalog, nr. 15 - 68.

172 Ibidem, catalog, nr. 69 - 110.

7 Ihidem, catalog, nr. 111 - 141.

™ Piesa inedit din colecfia MO, nr. de inv. | 1619 (CON, MIB, 11, 152, anii 659 - 668).

1% Vezi in acest sens W. Hahn, MIB, Iil, p. 99.

176 P, Yannopoulos, op. cit., pp. 102 ~ 108, P. Radomérsky, Byzanstké mince z pokladu v Zemianskom Vrbovku, in Pamatky
Archeologitke, 44, 1953, pp. 109 - 127; 1. Gedai, Fremde Miinzen im Karpatem aus dem 11 - 13 Jahthundert, n
ActaArchHung., 21, 1969, p. 107, sub denumirea de Nemesverbok si Vesna Radié, Nalaz srebrnog novca careve Irakhija i
Konstansa Il iz 2birke Narodnog Muzeja u Beogradu, in Numizmatitar, 17, 1994, pp. 75 - 34.

177 Asupra tezaurului cf. Ir. Dimian, in SCN, 1, 1957, pp. 196 - 197,

™ P. Yannopoulos, op. cit., p. 105. Tezaurul se compune din 16 miliarensia gi un hexagrammon de la Constans al Il-lea
(MIB, 111, nr. 152, anii 659 - 668), precum si dintr - un hexagranunon de la Constantin al [V-lea {MIB, I11, nr. 63, anii 669
- 674).

145

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



ERNEST OBERLANDER-TARNOVEANU

proprietari, sau de citre familiile acestora a unor sume primite periodic, sub forma unor plij
politice, ca rezultat a unor servicii prestate autoritifilor imperiale. Se remarcd o importantd
concentrare a tezaurelor de hexagrammata in Oltenia. Tot aici se cunoagte un tezaur de mare
valoare, constind din bijuterii si piese de hornaganent din argint, descoperit la Cosoveni (com.
Cogoveni, jud. Dolj)®. Lor le putem adiuga numeroase alte descoperiri de prestigiu: fibule
digitate, catarame, cercei “stelati” etc. Toat4 aceastd concentrare de piese excepfionale pare si
indice existenfa in sudu i centrul regiunii a unui cantru de putere, a unei asa numite “Rormanii”
sau “Sklavinii”1#, Jegate din punct de vedere politic i militar de Imperiul bizantin. Spre aceasti
zond s-au dirijat importante sume, sub forma de subsidii, intre anii 659-68181, Credem ci aceste
plagi s-au facut in schimbul asiguririi inchiderii accesului dinspre Pannonia gi Dacia, pe céile de
comunicafii strategice de pe viile Oltului, Jiului sau Cernei, spre teritoriile de la Sud de Balcani,
ca §i a sprijinirii armatei imperiale cu contingente, in timp de rizboi. Este posibil ca Imiperiul s4 fi
ncercat si-gi asigure, pe aceastli cale gi securitatea aproviziondrii cu sare a teritoriile sale din
interiorul Balcanilor, mai ales a celor din zona Serdika, care depindeau de salinele din Oltenia.

In lipsa unor menfiuni directe in izvoarele contemporane, restabilirea unor raporturi
politice dintre Imperiul bizantin si teritoriile nord-dunidrene din seciorul cuprins intre Olt si
Portile de Fier poate fi interpretatd numai pe baza unor date oferite de descoperirile monetare.
Este destul de evident cd sporirea interesului autoritifilor imperiale pentru teritoriile din Oltenia
face parte dintr-un proces rnai larg, care a vizat i zona Gurilor Dunirii, inclusiv sudul Moldovei.
El 5-a produs in contextul declinului autorititii Qaganatului avar, dupi infrangerea suferiti in
anul 626, mai exact dupa victoria repurtati pe frontul persan in 629182, Autoritatea bizantini in
zona Portilar de Fier a fost revigoratid de campania din anul 658 a impi#ratulul Constans al Il-lea
contra “Sklaviniilor” din interiorul Balcanilor, din Thracia sau din Macedonia, care a reafirmat
forfa armatei imperiale §i interesul politic asupra vechilor posesiuni , ocupate de triburile
slavilor. Nu intAmplatar dupa 659 incep s pitrundi la nard de Dunire hexagrammele, care
alciituiesc cel mai vechi “strat” in structura tezaurelor de la Drigisani, Priseaca, Vartopu, Galati
si Zemiansky Vrbovok (Namesverbok).

incetarea acestor raporturi s-a produs in contextul unor tulburéri grave care am avut loc irr
jurul anului 680, dupd cum o arati datarea unora din tezaurele mentionate mai sus. Cauza
ascunderii monedelor, ca si a altor bunuri de valoare in zona dintre Olt si Portile de Fier trebuie
cdutatd in consecintele policice §i militare ale invariei bulgarilor din anii 680-681, dar ar fi gregit
sd o plasdm direct in contextul migratiei spre Balcani a acestei populafii, aga cum au afirmat unii
cercetitori'®. Deplasarea unui grup tribal, reunind un numir relativ pujin numeros de oameni,
pe un front de aproape 1000 de kilametri, de la virsarea fluviului gi pand la Dunirea de Mijloc
este infirmati, nu numai de izvoarele scrise, dar era imposibil4 i din punct de vedere fizic. Nici

17 Asupra acestui tezaur, cf. . Nestor si C. S. Nicoldescu - Plopsor, Der vilkerwanderungszeitliche Schatz Negresau, in
Germania, 22, 1938, 1, pp. 183 - 195.

8 Pe baza descoperirilor arheologice se poate pune in evidenti faptul ci in secolul al saptelea pe teritoriul Olteniei se
aflau dou#d grupuri de slavi. Unul, venit dinspre Pannonia, cunoscut prin cercetitrile arheologice de la Simian, Ostrovul
Banului §i Gura Viii, P. Diaconu si P. Roman, Citeva urme de viefuire din secotul VII in Insula Banului, Craiova, 1967 gi
Maria Comga, in RBAPMPOTR, p. 174 gi un altul, venit din riisirit, apartindnd culturii Hlincea I, cf. Ibeadem., pp. 175 -
176.

1M Al Madgearu, CDCD]., p. 164.

12 Asupra restabilirii controlului bizantin asupra centrului gi nordului Balcanilor in perioada cuprinsd intre anii 630 i
mijlocul secolului al VII, cf. P. Petrov, in Jsiorija na Balgarija, vol. I, pp. 41 - 42 §i E. Oberlinder-Tarnoveanu, Monngies
byzantines des VIIe - Xe siécles décowverles i Silistra dans la collection de 'académicien Péricle Papahagi conservées au Cabinet
des Médailles du Musée National d'Histoire de Rowumanie, in CN., 7, 1996, p. 104.

183 Maria Comga, Die Slmwen im karpatisch — donaulindischen Raum im 6. - 7. [h., in ZfA, 7, 1973, 2, p. 219, Eadem, Unele
consideratii privind situatia de la Dundrea de Jos in secolele VI - VI, in Apulum, 12, 1975, p. 174, Eadem, Slawett und Awaren
auf Rurmdnischen Bode, ihre Beziehungen zu der Bodenstindigen romanischen und spiteren frilrumdinischen Bevilkerung, in Die
Viélker Siideuropas im 6. bis 8. Jahrhundert, ed. B. Hinsel, Mtinchen, 1987, p. 223 si Eadem, Betrahungen tiber das Diadem von
Bilteni im Zusammenhangen mit den Ereignissen der Jahre 670/680, in Problemi na prabilgarskata istortja i kultura, Sofia, 1939,
p- 83; B. Mitrea, in SCN, 6, 1975, p. 124; D. Gh. Teodor, Romanilaiea carpato - dundreand §i Bizanful, Iagi, 1981, pp. 22 5i 38
-39.
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ipoteza unei pretinse incerciri de patrundere a bulgarilor, prin valea Oltului, spre Pannonia'$,
nu este, nici ea foarte plauzibila. Tot putin probabile sunt si incercdrile de a lega ascunderea
tezaurelor din Oltenia de politica de deplasare a unor triburi slave sau a altor populatii practicatd
de bulgari.1®5 Deportirile la care face aluzie cronica lui Nikephoros!® s-au petrccut mai tirziu, in
secolul al VIII-lea.

Dupé parerea noastra, atacul bulgar spre zona Portilor de Fier s-a produs, ulterior anului
681, dupd imstalarea lor in Nord-estnt Balcanilor. Campania ru a vizat incercarea acestor nomazi
turanici de a se instala in stepa pannonic3, ci a fost dictats de necesitatea elimindrii din zona
Duniirii de Jos a oricirei forte politice aliati cu Bizantul, pentru a inldtura posibilitatea atacirii pe
dous fronturi a noului stat. frc acest sens, grupul de tezaute databile post 681 din Oltenla, se
inscriu intr-un orizont mai larg de descoperiri contemporane, care apar in zonele periferice ale
Imperiului bizantin, cum ar fi cele de la Messembria®” i Serdika (Sofia)!#, dovedind intentia lui
Asparouch de a elimina eveniualele baze de atac iinperiale. Nu este de excius, ca la acest scop s
se fi addugat si dorinta bulgarilor de a asigura controlul ciilor de acces dinspre “Avaria”, spre
centrul politic al formatiunii lor statale, care treceau pe la nordul si prin sudul regiunii Portilor de
Fier ale Dundrii. Atacul, fir3 sacces, contra avanpostului bizantin de la Serdika urmirea
instalarea noilor veniti in centrul Balcanilor si intr-o pozitie cheie a marelui drum trasbalcanic. Pe
de alts parte, este posibil ca ascunderea seriei numeroaselor tezanre din Europa de Sud-est si
Centrald incheiate cn monede de la Constans al II-lea la Canstaniin al IV-lea care apar pe un
spafiu uriag din Slovacia de Sud, pani in nordul Serbie!® gi in Macedonial® si de la Dunirea
Maritimi, la litoralul vestic la Mirii Negre si la Balcani poate si fi fost si un rezultat al
tulburdrilor produse de migcirile de populati, in special slave, care au fost deplasaie din vechile
lor agezidri, situate in teritoriile Nord-pontice, de la Dunirea de Jos si Balcani, ca urmare a
inaintérii bulgarilor spre Sud-vest $i a instalirii lor in Nord-estul Peninsulei Balcanice.

Pani in prezent nu cunoastem nici o descoperire de monede de la Constantinus al IV-lea
in Banat. Solidi de la Sanpetru German (com. Sucusigiu, jud. Arad)!®! gi Seitin {com. Seitin, jud.
Arad)*? atribuiti de V. Butnariu acestui impirat sunt, in realitate emisiuni de la Heraclius i
Heraclius Constantinus. De aitfel, in mediile avarice din lingaria nu cunoagtem decét o singuré
descoperire sigur3 de la Constantinus al IV-lea, cea de la Tétipuszta (com. Fejér)1%, in fapt, una
din ultimele emisiuni bizantine cunoscute din secolele VII-VIII in tot bazinul pannonic.

Dupii cum o dovedeste o0 moned de bronz de la Tiberius al Ill-lea Apsimams (698-705),
descoperitd in cursul sapiturilor arheclogice din 1928 din castrul de la Drobeta, evenimentele
grave care s-au petrecut in spatiul dintre Olt, Duniire si Carpati dupi instalarea bulgarilor in
Balcami nu au Intrerupt complei relatiile care se stabiliserd inire locuitorii acestei regiuni gi
Imperiul bizantin in cursul celei de a doua jumititi a secolului al VII-lea. Piesa menfionata este
un follis constatinopolitan emis in anul 700-7011%,

La nord de Dnnire, pie langd moneda Ini Tiberius al Ill-lea de la Drobeta, emisiuni ale
acestui impérat se mai cunosc numai la Berezeni (com. Berezeni, jud. Vaslui)1%. Este vorba tot de
un follis, dar bitut la Ravenna. In literatura mai veche mai este mentionati o descoperire de la

™ C. Chiriac, in Pontica, 24, 1991, pp. 375 - 376.

5 Al Madgearu, CDCDJ,, p. 132,

1% Nikephoros, in FHDR, vol. II, p. 627

W Cf. Y. Youroukova, in Nesebir, vol. L1, Sofia, 1980, pp. 186 - 190.

18 Eadem, in Byzbulg., 3, 1969, p. 255.

¥ Tezaurul de bijuterii de argint de la Stejanovci, confinea §i un hexagrammon de la Constans al [I-lea, cf. D. Mini¢, in
Sirmium, 4, 1982, p. 45.

W Vezi tezaurul de la Valandovo, publicat de Vesna Radi¢, in Numizmatitar, 17, 1994, pp. 78 - 80.

W E. Ddmer, in 5CIV, 11, 1960, 2, p. 425; B. Mitrea, in Dacia, N.S,, 6, 1962, p. 541; C. Preda, in SCIV, 23, 1972, 3, p. 408 5i
V. Butnariu, in BSNR, 77 - 79, 1983 - 1985, 131 - 133, p. 223, nr. 144.

1% B. Mitrea, in Dacia, N.5,, 16, 1972, p. 373.

1% L. Huszar, in ActaArchHung,, 5, 1954, 1 - 2, p. 101, nr. CCLXXXV1, 484. Moneda face parte din tipul MIB, 11, 4 C,
CON, a. 669 - 674.

14 Piesa ineditd, pastratd in colectiile MPF, nr. de inv. 15268 (MIB, I, 73).

1% [r, Dimian, in SCN, 1, 1957, p. 197.
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Tiberius al Ill-lea, in Transilvania, la Mediag (jud. Sibiu) 1%. Moneda a fost atribuita de citre Ir.
Dimian acestui suveran, dar, din picate, o serie de neconcordanfe care apar intre descrierea
piesei si trimiterea la catalogul de referintd fac ca aceasti atribuire si nu fie sigurd. Fard
descifrarea legendei, unele particirlaritifi ale tipului nu sunt suficierite pentru a atribui piesa lui
Tiberius al Ill-lea, cici reprezentiri aseminitoare se regisesc pe emisiunile mai multor impérafi
care au domnit intre anii 668-741, mai exact intre sfarsitul domniei lui Constantin al IV-lea si
inceputnl domniei lui Lean al IIl-lea.

Unii autori au mentionat descoperirea unui solidus de la Theodosius al Ill-lea (715-717), la
Govora (jud. Valcea)'?”. In realitate, dupa cum am aritat deja, este vorba de o confuzie grosolana.
Piesa in discutie este 0 emisiune din secolul al V-lea, de la Theodosius al II-lea (408-450).

In zonele, mai mult sau mai pufin apropiate de Oltenia sunt mentionate citeva
descoperiri de monede bizantine de la inceputul secolului al VIII-lea se cunosc la Dunirea
Mijlocie, in zonele controlate de avari din Pannonia gi in Banat. In cazul Pannoniei, este vorba de
un solidus de la Anastasius al II-lea (713-715), descoperit la Oszény (com. Komarom)!%. Aceastd
descoperire este importants, cici ea incheie séria descoperirilor de monede bizantine in mediile
avare tarzii din Ungaria. In Banat, un solidus de 1a Theodosius al Ill-lea (715-717) face parte dm
tezaurul de la Veliki Gaj'%.

Ultima descoperire de monede bizantine din Oltenia din prima jumitate a secolului al
VIIl-lea este reprezentaty de un {follis de la Leon al Ill-lea si Constantin (720-741), emis la
Constantinopol. Piesa provine, de asemenea de la Drobeta-Turnu Severin2.

Desi rare, gi despirtite de mari intervale lipsite de descoperiri, monedele lui Tiberius al
Ill-lea si Leon al lll-lea si Constantin au a importan{a istorici exceptionali. Ele pun in lumind
faptul cd asemenea Dobrogei, si unele zone din Oltenia au continuat si menfind anumite
raporturile cu teritoriile bizantine si dupi instalarea bulgarilor in Balcani. Aceste contacte au fost
favorizate, fdr3 indoiald, de faptul ci timp de doud secole teritoriul a facut parte din Ineperiul
bizantin, iar in cea de-a doua jumitate a secolului al VIl-fea au restabilit raporturile politice cu
Bizanful. Structura de rezistenti a acestor relatii era asigurati de existenfa unei importante
populatii romanice, crestine, care se considera legaté cultural si religios de Imperiu si pozitia
strategicA a zonei. In Oltenia avern dovada continuirii existenfei unor forme mai avansate de
organizare politico-militard ale populatiei romanice, dotate, in secolul al VII-lea, inclusiv, cu
unele fortificatii, ehiar in conditiile unar vremelnice hegemonii avare sau slave. Zona Portilor de
Fier, ca si valea Oltului, ca 0 zond tampon, situats la periferia Imperiul bizantin, “Avariei” si
“Bulgariei” avea un rol important in contextul raporturilor de forfe dintre marile puteri regionale.
Oltenia aveau marele avantaj ci era sitnati destul de aproape de Serdika, punct cheie al
sistemului defensiv bizantin de la frontiera de Nord-vest si punct strategic in centrul sisternului
de comunicatii al Balcanilor. Zona Portilor de Fier gi valea Oltului erau canale de comunicatie
idealu spre lumea avari3, devenit3, o posibild contrapondere contra unui vecin tot mai periculos,
cum era Bulgaria la inceputul secolului al VIII-lea. Prezenta monedelor lui Tiberius al Ill-lea,
Anastasius al H-lea, Theodosius al Ill-lea §i Leon al Ill-lea si Constantin in Oltenia, Banat i
Pannonia ar putea constitui dovada unei incerciiri de apropiere intre cele doud puteri, in timpul
conflictului bizantino-bulgar din timpul lui Terbel. Cercetirile recente au dovedit ci extinderea
controlului bulgar la nordul Dunarii de Jos gi spre Dunirea Mijlocie s-a produs destul de tarziu,
spre inceputul secolului ai IX-laa201.

19 Ibidem., p. 197. Datele sunt preluate §i de citre C. Preda, in SCIV, 23, 1972, 3, p. 403.

197 Q. Toropu gi O. Stoica, in Drobeta, 2, 1976, p. 114.

1% Katalin Bironé Sey, in Magyar Numizmatikai Tarsulat Evkénvye, 1972, p. 135. Informafia este preluata gi de Ana -
Maria Velter, in SCIVA, 39, 1988, 3, p. 267, nr. 75.

1% Asupra structurii i localiziirii acestei descoperiri vezi E. Oberlinder-TArmoveanu §i Al S4sianu, Un trésor de
monnaies byzantines du Xle siécle trouvé en Transylvanie, in SCN, 10, 1990, pp. 98 - 99.

0 Piesd inediti, pastrata in colecfiile MFF, nr. de inv. 15408 (DOC, I, 2, nr. 29a - d.)

1 Vezi mai recent St. Brezeanu, La “Bulgarie d’au del de I'Ister” i la lumire des sources médiévales, tn Et.Balk., 1984, 4, pp.
121 - 135 gi N. - 5., Tanagoca §i T. Teotoi, L'extension de la domination bulgare au nord du Danube aux VIlle - Xe siécles
(L'historiographie roumaine du probléme), in Et.Balk., 1984, 4, pp. 110 - 120.
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Dupi follis-ul lui Leon al llI-lea i Constantin descoperit la Drobeta, pentru moment, imp
de aproape un secol nu mai cunocastem nici o descoperire monetard in Oltenia. Seria
descoperirilor monetare din aceastd provincie se reia odati cu ultima parte a domniei lui
Theophilos (829-842), mai exact cu emisiunile de iplles ale acestui impirat batute intre anii 835-
842. O asemenea piesd provine de la Silcuta (com. Calopir, jud. Dolj)22. Alte monede identice
provin din localitdfi neprecizate din Oltenia®®, desi despre un exemplar s-a afirmat ci ar fi fost
descoperit ju irnprejurimile Craioveizos.

Monedele lui Theophilos cunoscute p&nd acum in Oltenia fac parte dintr-o serie mai
cuprinziitoare de descoperiri din teritoriile de la nord de Dunire, care, la rdndul lor se inscriu
intr-un fenomen mai larg, cuprinzind nordul Mirii Negre si Baicanilor, litoralul oriental al
Adriaticii gi, chiar, Furopa Central#2. Desi izvoarele care se referd la evenimentele din aceastd
epoci nu sunt atdt de explicite, pe cat le-am fi dorit, sporirea brusci a numiirului de descoperiri
de monede de la acest impirat trebuie si aib4 legiturd directd cu evolutia de Iungi durats a
raporturilor bizantino-bulgare?%. Sub Theophilos s-a ajuns la e imbunétitire si o stabilizare a
relatiilor dintre cele dou# puteri, care a insemnat, printre altele, si inceputul refacerii vechii refele
de legituri economice dintre regiunile balcanice §i anatoliene, dezmembrati in serolele VII-VIIL
Acest fapt a redeschis accesul negustorilor §i misionarilor bizantini teritorii anterior multd vreme
interzise. Largirea raporturilor bizantino-bulgare a fost ins3 paralel4 si cu sporirea fortei militare
a §i a influenfei politice a Imperiului nu numai in nordul Mirii Negre, in Crimeea, dar si in
centrul Europei, in Moravia Mare. In acest context, frecventa relativ ridicati a descoperirilor din
Oltenia, ca gi a celor din Dalmatia nu trehuie si ne mire, ciici ambele zone asigurau cele mai
lesnicioase cdi de acces dinspre teritoriile bizantine spre Moravia Mare, un nou centru de putere
apirut la Dundrea mijlocie. Cresterea numirului de descoperiri de monede de bronz de la
Theophilos in tot arealul nordic al Balcanilor, ca si dincolo de Duniire poate s# aib4 legatur3 si cu
dezvoltarea economici si sociald a locuitorilor din aceste regiuni, faptice ficea mai lesnicioasa
acceptarea de ciitre acegtia a numerarului marunt?”. Pe langa factorii amintifi mai sus, o analiza
temeinici a mecanismelor care au permis reaparifia monedei de bronz bizantine la Nord de
Balcani nu trebuie s& facad abstraciie nici de modificirile produse incepand cu anii 829-842 in
politica monetar¥ a Imperiului bizantin, Este vorba, pe de-o parte, de reluarea emiterii pe scard
largd a monedelor de bronz in timpul lui Theophilos, dar si de variatiile volumului acestor
emisiuni, ca urmare a pcliticii monetare oscilante & succesorilor sdi. Este tot mai clar faptul ca
descoperirile monetare din zona Dunirii de Jos reflects destul de fidel gi evolutia generala a
ritmului $i volumului baterii monedelor de bronz imperiale.

ANEXA

REPERTORIUL DESCOPERIRILOR MONETARE DIN SECOLELE VI - VII DiN OLTENIA
SI BANAT

Oltenia
Descoperiri de manede de bronz
1. Almij (com. Almij, jud. Dolj) - Heraclius.
2. Argetoaia (com. Argetoaia, jud. Dolj) - Phocas.

#2 Q. Toropu gi Q. Stoica, in Drobeta, 1, 1974, p. 161, moneda este din tipul Cécile Morrisson, CBNP, 1L, p. 527, nr. 32,
CON, anii 835 - 842.

™ Exemplar inedit din colectia MO, nr. I 7612. Piesa este dublu perforats, lateral, fiind probabil refolosita ca aplica.

™ B. Mitrea, in Dacia, N.S., 11, 1967, p. 389, nr. 77, pl. [1, nr. 4. O. Toropu si O. Stoica, op. cit., p.166, nota nr. 11.

5 Vezi §i D. M. Metcalf, op. cit., pp. 29 - 33.

% E. Oberlinder-Tarnoveanu, in CN., 7, 1996, p. 108.

7 [bidem., p. 108.
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18.
19.
20.
21.

Ll S

N®

e o

Balta Verde (com. Gogosu, jud. Mehedinti) - Justinus al II-lea.

Calafat (zona jud. Dolj) - Justinus al H-lea.

Caracal (zona, jud. Olt) - Mauricius Tiberius.

Cioroiu Nou (com. Cioroiagi, jud. Dolj) - Heraclius.

Craiova (zona jud. Dolj) - Mauricius Tiberius; Heraclius.

Dobrusa (com. Stefiinesti, jud. Valcea) - Justinus al II-lea.

Drobeta (Tumu Severin, jud. Mehedintj) - Justinus al Il-lea; Tiberius al Il-lea
Constantinus; Mauricius Tiberius; Heraclius; Tiberius al III-lea Apsimaros; Leon al IlI-
lea si Constantin.

. Ghindeni (com. Malu Mare, jud. Dolj) - Justinus al II-lea.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.

Giurgita (com. Giurgita, jud. Dolj) - Justinus al II-lea; Tiberius al II-lea Constantinus.
Gogosu (com. Gogosu, jud. Mehedinti) - Mauricius Tiberius.

Orlea (orasul Corabia, jud. Olt) - Justinus al II-lea; Mauricius Tiberius.

Ostrovul Banului (com. Simian, jud. Mehedinti) - Tiberius al [I-lea Constantinus.
Ostrovul Corbului (com. Hinova, jud. Mehedinti) - Justinus al II-lea.

Ostrovu Mare (com. Gogosu, jud. Mehedinti} - Mauricius Tiberius.

Popoviceni (actualmente parte a satului Goicea, com. Goicea, jud. Dolj) - Mauricius
Tiberius.

Récarii de Jos (com. Bridesti, jud. Dolj) - 'hocas.

Réamnicul Vélcea {(zona jud. Vilcea) - Justinus al II-lea; Mauricius Tiberius.

Raureni (com. suburbani a mun. Ramnicul Valcea, jud. Valcea) - Justinus al II-lea.
Romula (Resca, com. Dobrosloveni, jud. Olt) - Justinus al Il-lea; Justinus al Il-lea -
Mauricius Tiberius; Constans al [I-lea.

. Sucidava (oragul Corabia, jud. Olt) - Justinus al II-lea; Tiberius al II-lea Constantinus;

Mauricius Tiberius; Justinus al II-lea - Mauricius Tiberius.

. Studina (com. Studina, jud. Olt) - Justinus al Il-lea.
24,
. Valea Stanciulni (fost Barza, jud. Dolj) - Justinus al II-lea.
26.
27.
. Localitifi neprecizate din Oltenia (zona Sucidava 7) - Justinus al II-lea; Tiberius al II-lea

Terpezita (com. Lazu, jud. Dolj) - Justinus al II-lea.

Localitate neprecizats din jud. Dolj - Heraclius.
Localitati neprecizate din fostul jud. Romanati - Justinus al Il-lea; Phocas.

Constantinus; Mauricius Tiberius; Heraclius.

Descoperiri de.monede de aur
Craiova (zona jud. Dolj) - Heraclius §i Heraclius Constantinus.
Drégasani (jud. Vélkcea) - tezaur - Constans al II-lea (AR).
Drobeta ~ Mauricius Tiberius(sol. de 20 sil.).
Priseaca {com. Priseaca, jud. Olt) - tezaur - Constans al II-lea, Constantin al IV-lea,
Tiberius gi Heraclius si Constanin al IV-lea (AR).
Romula (Regca, com. Dobrosloveni, jud. Qlt) - Imitafie gepidici (?) dupa un solidus de
la Justinus al II-lea.
Sucidava {orasul Corabia, jud. Olt) - Mauricius Tiberius (trem.).
Vartopu (com, Vartopu, jud. Dolj) - tezaur - Constans al II-lea si Constantin al IV-lea,
Tiberius si Heraclius (AR).
Localitdti neprecizate din Oltenia - Mauricius Tiberius; Heraclius si Heraclius
Constantinus.

Banat
Descoperiri de monede de bronz
Arad (jud. Arad)-Justinus al 1l-lea.
Bac¢ko Petrovoselo (YU) - Heraclius §i Heraclius Constantinus.
Banatska Palanka (Sapaja) (YU) - Mauricius Tiberbis.
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Banatski Brestovac (YU) - Justinus al II-lea.

Banatsko Novo Selo (YU) - Phocas.

Beba Veche (com. Beba Veche, jud. Timis) - Heraclius.

Bor¢a (YU) - Justinus a] II-lea.

Giarmata (com. Giarmata, jud. Timig} - Justinus al II-lea.

9. Orsova (jud. Mehedinfi) - Justinus al II-lea; Mauricius Tiberius.

10. Ostrovo (YU) - Heraclius si Heraclius Constantinus.

11. Moldova Veche (Moldova Noui, jud. Carag-Severin) - Justinus al II-lea.

12. Potporanj - Crkvine - Justinus al II-lea.

13. Localitti neprecizate din Banat - Justinus al II-lea; Mauricius Tiberius; Heraclius gi
Heraclius si Heraclius Constantinus (Orgova si/ sau Moldova Veche, jud. Mehedinfi ?).

® RGO

Descoperiri de monede de aur de argint
Arad (jud. Arad) - Heraclius si Heraclius Constantinus.
Beba Veche (jud. Timis) - Heraclius si Heraclius Constantinus.
Carani (com. Santandrei, jud. Timig) sau Orfigsoara (com. Or}igoara, jud. Timig) -
Heraclius si Heraclius Constantinus.
4. Cesterek (YU) - Mauricius Tiberius.
Checea (com. Cernei, jud. Timis) - Constans al [I-lea.
Igris (com. Sanpetru Mare, jud. Timig) - Heraclius si Heraclius Constantinus (sol.
usor).

Sl

oW

7. Krstur (YU} - Heraclius 5i Heraclius Constar:tinus (sol. ugor).

8. Krusica (YU) - Phocas.

9. Mehadia (jud. Carag-Severin) - Heraclius gi Heraclius Constantinus.

10. Sannicolaul Mare (com. Sannicolaul Mare, jud. Timis) Heraclius si Herachus
Constantinus (?) (AR}

11. Séanpetru German (com. Secusigiu, jud. Arad) - Heraclius si Heraclius Constantinus
(sol. usor).

12. Seki¢ (YU) - Heraclius si Heraclius Constantinus (sol. ugor).

13. Seitin (com. Nédlac, jud. Arad) - Heraclius si Heraclius Constantinus (sol. ugor).

14. Localititi neprecizate din Banat -Justinus al II-lea (sol.+trem.)..

15. Localiate neprecizatdi din fostul comitat Torontal - Heraclius si Heraclius
Constantinus (sol. usor).

16. Localiate neprecizati din Banatul yugoslav - Justinus al II-]ea.

At the Tourning Point of the Ages — From the Late Antiquity to the Early Middle Ages in the
Danube Iron Gates Area ~ A Numismatic Aproach
(Abstract)

This study dedicated to Octavian Iliescu, the true founder of scientific and systematic
research of the finds of Byzantine coins in Romania, aims to contribute, from a numismatic point
of view, at a more correct understanding of some economic, social and political phenomena
related to the dissolution of the Roman-Byzantine civilisation and to the emergency of the
mediaeval civilisation in the territory of the Danube Iron Gates, north of the river. This approach
is based both on the processing of older data, published by several researchers, evidently
reinterpreted in the light of the latest Byzantine numismatic literature, and on the use of
significant unpublished finds, resulted from the studies conducted by us in several nmseum and
private collections. Our research has covered also the finds in the neighbouring areas south of the
river, situated north - western Bulgaria and north - eastern parts of present day Serbia, on the
territories of the former provinces of Daeis Ripens is and Moesia 1. Such an approach seems only
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natural when taking into account the common evolution of the territories on both banks of the
Danube downstream the Iron Gates area, as well as the fact that in late Antiquity and the early
Middle Ages the region emerged as an economic unity brought about by the complementary
natural resourres and the convergent main roads of the military and civil communication
network. The presence of a large number of inhabitants used to speak Latin, north of the Danube,
related to the dominant Romanic population, south of the river, brought the similarity of the
developmentpattern even closer.

The first systematic publication, with acceptable scientific standards, of the Byzantine
monetary finds from the 6t - 13t centuries on the Romanian territory is owed to Ir. Dimian, who
in 1957 carried out a repertory of hoards and, in part, of the isolated finds in this region. Since the
‘70s, as the knowledge on late Roman and Byzantine coinage was radically renewed, due to the
publication of some crucial works of the researchers of A. Bellinger, Ph. Grierson, D. M. Metcalf,
Cecile Morrison, and W. Hahn, has started a new phase in the systematic investigation of
monetary finds centuries in the territories between the mouths of Tisza river, the Danube and the
Olt rivers and the Carpathians, as a matter of fact, from all over Romania. O. Iliescu gave the
signal, by republishing some finds previously published on the basis of ouhdated catalagues.
Contrary to the studies mentioned above, there is one published by Iudita Winkler and C. Biloi,
regarding the finds in the Sucidava - Orlea area. Published under an outdated form, and using
for the identification of coins long ohsolete catalogues, the work has the only merit of gathering a
significant material, but its scientific processing continues to remain the task of future
researchers., At the same time, we remind C. Preda’s study dedicated to the “circulation” of
Byzantine coins on Romania’s territory. Besides Including the highly controversial term of
“monetary circulation”, which the author tried to accredit, in spite of obvious local economic and
social realities, from the 6t - 13% centuries, from most part of the atea north of the Danube, the
work mentioned is characterized also by ilie mechanical takeover of some older data, that were
not updated, even where the available data and material allowed such an updating of the
information. In spite of all that, the article mentioned represents the first attempt to bring
togeiter all the monetary finds from lie 6% - 14% centuries on the present territory of Romania,
including those from Banat and Oltenia.

At the same time, it is worth mentioning O. Toropu and O. Stoica’s article from 1974, that
made known iv the researchers a considirable mnnber of Byzantine monetary finds in Oltenia
from the 6t - 14th centuries, providing, at the same time, a set of complete scientific and technical
data. Very important as source of historical reconstruction regarding the territories between the
Danube and the Southern Carpathians in the 7t century is the study dedicated by B. Mitrea to the
hexagrammata hoard discovered at Priseaca (Priseaca comm., Olt county). The dynamics of
circulation and then of the penetration of coins to Oltenia in the 4% - 11t centuries was the
subject - matter of the first great attempt of synthesis by O. Toropu. Unfortunately, the part
comprising the analysis of the historical significance of numismatic documents in this paper was
excessively dependent on a series of preconceived patterns, and in other cases, the presentation
of the material dves not surpass the level of a simple compilation. That is even more regrettable
as the author had access also to many finds of isolated pieces or unpublished hoards.
Unfortunately, for obscure reasons, the data published by O. Toropu more often than not were
too concise. Data on the situation irt Banat can be found inm the publication regarding the
monetary finds at Orgova. Besides the analysis of the situation from the Roman Age, Maria
Chitescu and Gh. Poenaru Bordea provided also a critical discussion on the numismatic material
from the 6t - 11 centuries, published previously.

A very important synthesis regarding the penetration of the early Byzantine coin, from
the 6 - 7th centuries, is owed to the Iassy researcher V. Butnariu. The author made a remarkable
effort not only for gathering a vast material, spread in tens of publications, bat he also strove to
recover all the possible data on the finds already published, to reassign the coins and redate
them, according to the most recent reference catalogues. This way, V. Butnariu succeeded in
provides new historical coordinates to a sonrre of information that seemed buried and leng
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forgotten. Wherever possible, the author studied the pieces directly, and, even published original
coins, from different public and private collections. We may assert that any new research on the
monetary finds in the entire area of the Lower Danube, from the age mentioned, cannot be
achieved without resorting to these real welis of information. n the early ‘90s, C. Chiriac has
been remarked for his attempts to reinterpret the historical significance of some hoards from the
7t - 10th centuries originating north of the Danube, including those of Oltenia. In the same period
also the controversial monograph hy G. L. Duncan was issued, which was dedicated to the
monetary circulation in the Balkan provinces of the Roman and Byzantine Empires between 294
and 578. Recently, a new archaeoclogical and historical synthesis was published, due to Al
Madgearu, regarding the area between the Danube and the Carpathians in the 6t - 9* centuries,
the author using to a large extent the monetary finds as source of reconstruction of the political,
social, and cultural history of the age. At the same time one dedicated to the economic life at
Drobeta in the 2nd — 6t centuries was issued.

We considered it useful to begin our analysis regarding the relations between the
population in the area between the riversTisza, Danube, Olt and the Carpathians Mountains and
the south - east European world after the second half of the 6% century, in the wake of the
emergence of the Avars as a great power at the Lower Danube and the start of the processes of
changing the ethnic structure and the political equilibrium in the Balkans. Relatively recently
some important works were issued, such as those by V. Butnariu and Al. Madgearu, that spare us
a detailed presentation of the evolution of the relations between the Empire and its north -
Danubian enclaves in the first part of the 6t century. In order to understand better the way the
Roman - Byzantine socia - economic structures underwent a process of erosion and the
phenomenon of demonetisation of the economy that occurred in the 7t century, we consider that
we have to go down to 565 - 578, to the time of Justinus II, whose reign announces a new
historical age at the Lower Danube.

In the case of the Oltenia area, from the time of the reign of Justinus II (565 - 578) a
sample of 113 coins were available. The samples originating in Oltenia and those from the other
finds in the Diocese of Dacias have the following curonological structure:

OLTENIA DIOCESE OF DACIAS
565 - 566 - 4 sp. (uncertain) 3sp.
566 - 567 - 4 sp. 4 sp.
267 - 568 - 3 sp. 8 sp.
968 - 569 - 22 sp. 17 sp.
569 - 570 -~ 16 sp. 20 sp.
570 -571 - 8sp. 29 sp.
571 -572 - 7 sp. 11 sp.
572-573 - 3 sp. 6 sp.
973 -574 - 5sp. 8 sp.
574 -575 - 7sp. 23 sp.
575 -576 - 8 sp. 8 sp.
576 - 577 - 7 sp. 3 sp.
577 -578 - 2 sp. 5 sp.
568 - 578 (7) - 1 sp. - Sp.
574 - 578 - 1sp. - sp.
565 - 578 - 12 sp. - sp.

Within the Oltenia finds, the Drobeta sample is rather large in number. It is made up of 24
coins, distributed as follows:

565 - 566 (?) - 1 sp.

566 -567 -  0sp.

967 -568 -  1sp.

568-569 - 3 sp.

569-570 -  3sp.
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570-571 -  4sp.

571-572 - 1sp.

572-573 - Osp.

573-574 - Osp.

574-575 -  2sp.

575-576 -  3sp.

576 -577 -  Osp.

577 -578 -  Osp.

568 - 578 (?) - 1 sp.

565-578 - 5sp.

In our opinion, the few periods lacking coins are not long enough to clearly prove the
hypothesis of Drobeta being destructed diuming the reign of Justinus I, as previously thought.

From Sucidava we have at our disposal a much larger sample than those from previous
periods, comprising 47 coins. Chronologically they are distributed as follows:

565 - 566 - 2sp.

566 - 567 - 2sp.

567 - 568 - 0 sp.

568 - 569 - 12 sp.

569 - 570 - 3sp.

570-571 - 3sp.

571-572 - 2sp.

572-573 - 3sp.

573-574 - 4sp.

574 -575 - 4 sp.

575 - 576 - 3sp.

576 -577 - 3sp.

577 -578 - 1sp.

565-578 - 4sp.

A few coins from Justinus II found in Oltenia have been published over the years. We
may remind those from: Ostrovul Corbului (Hinova comm., Mehedinfi county), Balta Verde
(Gogosu comm., Mehedinti county), Romula (Regca, Dobrosloveni comm., Olt county), Studina
(Studina comm., Olt county), from an unspecified locality from the former county of Romanafi,
Calafat (Dolj county), Ghindeni {Dolj county), Giurgita (Giurgita comm., Dolj county), Terpezita
(Lazu comm., Dolj county), Valea Stanciului (former Birza, Dolj county), Dobrusa (Stefinegti
comm., Vilcea county), Raureni (suburb comm. of Ramnicul Valcea city, Vélcea county) and
from the Ramnicul Vilcei area. Other 27 pieces come from unspecified localities in Oltenia. The
occurrence of coins from the same denomination come from unspecified localities in Oltenia. The
occurrence of the same coins from the same denomination, mint, and year seems to indicate that
they include fragments of stray hoards.

The number of finds in Banat is rather large too. The sample of 19 coins, on which we
have full data has the following chronological structure:

265 - 566 - 0 sp.
566 - 567 - 0 sp.
567 - 568 - 5 sp.
568 - 569 - 0sp.

569 - 570 - 4 sp.
570-~571 - 1sp.
571 -572 ~ 2sp.
572-573 - 0Osp.
573-574 - 2sp.
574 -575 - 2sp.
575-576 - 1sp.
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576 -577 - Osp.

577-578 - 1sp.

567 -578 - 1sp.

From the reign of Justinus II come two coins at Orsova (Mehedinti county). One of them
was issued at Nicomedia, in 567 - 568, and the other at Constantinople, in 571 - 572. A follis of
this emperor was found at Moldova Veche (Moldova Noui, Carag - Severin county). From
Giarmata {Giarmata comm., Tirnig county} comes a follis issued at Nicomedia, in 674 - 575. At
Arad was uncovered a follis struck at Nicomedia, in 570 - 571. From Bor¢a, in the Yugoslavian
Banat comes half of a follis from this emperor. Another coin from Justinus II, probably also a
bronze, was uncovered at Banatski Brestovac, in the Yugoslaviarr Banat. The pieces are kept in
the collection of the Museum of the Banat in Timisoara, but the lack of certain details in their
description prevents us from identifying them among the other coins of the same kintl in the
collection of the institution. Also in the Yugoslavian Banat was mentioned a follis find from
Justinus II in the locality of Potporanj - Crkvine. 11 bronze coins, four folles and seven and a half
folles coming from unspecified localities in the historical Banat are preserved in the collection of
the Museumr of the Banat irv Tirnigoara. Taking into: account that most come from the former
collection Zs. Orm®s, it seems that a large part of them was uncovered in the area of Orgova and
Moldova Veche. From Banat come three gold coins from Justinus II. Thus, a Constantinople
solidus ef this sovereign, issued in 567 - 568 was uncovered in an unspecified locality in the
Yugoslavian Banat. From unspecified localities from the historical Banat come other two pieces, a
solidus and a tremissis, preserved in the collection of the Museurn of the Banat.

South of the Danube, in the area delimited by Morava and Timok are mentioned
extremely little stray coin finds from Justinus 1. That obviously contradicts local realities. 23
coins come from Viminacium. They are 22 bronze pieces - two folles, 20 halves folles and a
solidus. A piece of half of follis was uncovered at Hajdutka Vodenica. During itie archaeological
excavations at Justiniana Prima-Cari¢in Grad were uncovered two halves of folles from Justinus
II, struck at Thessalonica in 568 - 569 and 574 - 575. The lacunose data regarding the circulation
of the coins of Justints I in the area between Morava and Timok are, to a cerlain extent,
completed by the data coming from the study of several local hoards, whose concealment took
place in 565 - 578. In this sense, we mention the hoard uncovered at Pirot. It consists of 11 coins
from Justinus II, ali issued at Constantinople in 570 - 571. Another hoard is the onc uncovered
during the archaeological researches from the fortification at Boljetin. It consists of six coins, one
from Justinianus I and the rest from Justinus II. The last coin dates from 577 - 578. A more
important hoard is the ane uncovered in the fortification at Slatimska Reka. It reunites 22 coins
dating from 539 - 576. 10 coins were issued during the reign of Justinus II. Three of them are
folles, and the rest are halves of folles.

The coins from 565 - 578 in Oltenia and Banat follow closely thc evolution of the
monetary mass, both within the Diocese of the Dacias and Thracia, but it differs significantly
from the structure of the finds in Wallachia and Moldavia, illustrated by the diagram published
by AL Madgearu. In onder to be able to judge with objectivity the documentary vaiue of the
sample of coins from Justinus II coming from Oltenia, we have to take into account also the
evolution of the ratio between solidus and follis in 565 - 578. During the first two year of reign
was preserved the old legal exchange rate of 216 folles for a solidus, more exactly, 12 bronze
pounds for 4.55 g of gold, in use as early as 550. The first change that resulted in a serious
inflation took place in 566. On that occasion, the follis began to be legally equalled to 525 folles
for a solidus, On that occasion, the follis lost 59% of its real value as against the solidus, even it
legally the decrease in its value was only 50% (according to the new legal provisions, a solidus
used to be equivalent to 25 bronze pounds, as against 12 previously). The decreasing exchange
rate of the follis iu the 6% century reached its peak in 570 - 578. Fallowing this strong inflation,
the solidus was equalled to 720 de folles, which represented a real loss of 28% of its purchasing
power, although legally the admitted loss was only 17% (according to the new exchange rate, a
solidus was equailed to 30 bronze nounds, as against 25 previously).
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In the first three years of reign one can notice a slow resuming of the flow of coins in the
areas on the other side of the Danube, after the strong decline remarked in the last part of the
reign of Justinianus I. The dynamics of the introduction of coins to the Byzantine bridgeheads is
chatacierized by a donble sine. Tirere are two very clearly defined peaks, in 568 - 570 and in 574 -
576. 1 consider that these peaks have also a certain connexion with the payments of the five years
donnativa for the army, which occurred in 569-570 and 574-575. The second growth, more
moderate than the first one, representing only about 50% of the size of the previous one, and in
real terms, the growth percentage was much lower, if we take into account the strong
depreciation of the Byzantine bronze coin as compared with gold. They were followed by periods
of plummeting decline. The first took place in 572 — 573, being followed by another critical
moment in 577 - 578. The peak moments follow closely the curve of the Byzantine military effort
in the Balkans and of the stronger pressure of the Avars and the Slavs. Nevertheless, we have to
emphasize that, partially, they reflect the impact an the monetary market in Oltenia of the two
inflationary shock waves from 566 and 570. Both phases of decline can be linked to the conflict
with the Avars and the Slavs, as these events are well documented and to certain hoards from the
Serbian area of the Iron Gates, such as the one at Slatiriska Reka.

Before taking into consideration aspects of economic and social history of the Oltenia
territories during the third quarter of the 6% century, we would like to point out that the
apparently large number of coins froin Jostirus II is not to be interpreted automatically as a result
of a flourishing, peaceful period of economic boom. The standard samples from Oltenia and the
Diocese of Dacias have the following structure:

OLTENIA DIOCESE OF DACIAS

Folles - 54 sp. - 47.78% Folles - 54 sp. - 40%.
Half of follis - 54 sp. - 47.78% Half of follis - 81 sp. - 60%.
Eighth of follis - 4 sp.-3.53% Eighth of tollis - 0 sp.
Unspecified -  1sp.-0.8% Unspecified - 0 sp.

The differences between the two samples are firstly due to the legal practices linked to the
hoarding process. The dilferences were caused to a small extent by the different development
level of the monetary economy on the two banks of the Danube. In spite of all that, it is possible
that the territories north of the river fight have depended during this time less on the mint of the
Prefecture of the Ilyricum, Thessalonica, that used to strike exclusively pieces of half of follis. On
the other hand, the structure of the two samples reflects a process of “equalizing” of the degree of
economic and social development of the territories of the province of Dacia Ripensis on both
sides of the river, an “equalizing” to a large extent generated by the massive destruction of the
urban socio - political structures under the blows from the Avars and the Slavs. A large part of
the increase in number of the coins from that age comes from a dramatic increase in the share of
small denominations, first of all the pieces of half of a follis, making up 47.74% of the analysed
sample and the eighth of follis (pentanournmia), representing 3.60%. Together, the two
denominations, make up 51,35% of all the pieces from Oltenia. In our opinion, the larger amount
of coins from the 565 - 578 finds is directly linked to the inflationary wave that occurred in the
Byzantine Empire at that time. The inflation was characterized by an increase in the amount of
bronze issues, the degradation of the follis/solidus ratio and higher prices.

The increase in the number of finds v the imperial bridge heads in Oltenia must have
been generated also by a more intense military activity in the area of the Iron Gates and the
middle Danube, brought about by the wars against the Gepidae, the Avars and the Slavs. One
can only suspect that in this confrontation were drawn some way or another also the Byzantine
garrisons north of the river. The cut in subsidies to some Barbarian tribes ordered by Justinus I,
ever since he had come to power, was followed by an increase in subsidies to the army, including
bronze coins payments. In spite of these remarks, that are meant above ail for hisioriars and
archaeologists, tempted to interpret in a simplified manner the significance of the absolute
number of monetary pieces from a certain period, we cannot deny the existence of rather clear
evidence of the development of the monetarized economy in the Byzantine enclaves in souih
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Oltenia and the Banat. The most eloquent sign of this situation is given by the very increase in
the number of half of follis and the emergence of those of eighth of follis (pentanoummia), typical
denominations for the human groups that used to practise the daily exchanges of low value
goods and services, charactetistic of the urbanized societies in the Byzantine world. Much harder
to explain is the absence from the Oltenia finds of gold pieces, if one takes into account the
increase in the general amount of gold metal issues between 565 and 578, the higher military
expenses, and the fact that the timadtuous history of that age favoured the process of hoani
concealment and coin loss.

From the point of view of their place of origin, the coins of the two samples have the

following strurcture:
OLTENIA DIOCECE OF DACIAS
Constantinople - 40 sp. - 36.03%. 39sp. - 28.88%.
Nicomedia - 22 sp. - 18.90%. 17 sp. - 12.59%.
Cyzicus - 4 sp. - 3.60%. 3 sp. - 2.22%.
Antioch ~ 2sp.-1.80%. 1 sp. — 0.07%.
Thessalonica - 38 sp. - 33.33%. 75 sp. - 55.55%.
Carthage - 1sp.-0.9% -

The “Moneta Militaris Imitativa” - 1 sp. - 0.9% -

Unspecified mint - 3 sp. - 2.7% -

During the reign of Justinus II, the share of provincial mints surpassed, for the first time,
the place traditionally occupied by metropolitan coins on the monetary market in the Byzantine
enclave in south Oltenia and the Banat. The products of provincial mints represent 60.97% of the
sample analysed by us. The change is due to the massive presence of the pieces of half of follis
struck at Thessalonica, representing 33.33% of the total of the analysed sample. By the end of the
reign of Justinimnms 1, but especially during the time of Justinus II, the Thessalonica mint
specialized in issuing this denomination, and soon its production began to dominate the
circulaion of halves of folles over the entire Balkan region. The prevailing role of the
Thessalonica mint in the field of the pieces of half of follis was favoured also by a smaller amount
of similar issues of Constantinople, Nicomedia and Cyzicus. The higher share of Thessalonica
coins can be considered also a proof of the more important role of the administration of the
Prefecture of the Illyricum, controlling the troops in south Oltenia, in the financing of the war
efforts during the second part of the 6% century, 50 much more as the centre of hostilities on the
Balkan limes, moved towards the Middle Danabe and in the Iron Gates area. The second position
among the prmvincial coins in Oltania is occupied by the pieces issues at Nicomedia (18.90%).
Next come the issues at Cyzicus, with 3.60%, and at Antioch, with 1.80%. For the first time, the
sample of Byzantine coins in Oltenia comprises also a coin issued at Carthage, as well as one of
the one of the “Military Mobile Mint”, the so - called Moneta Militaris Imitativa. Their presence
is important as documentary element, to illustrate the relations with Byzantine Africa, or with the
troop manoeuvres, but their role in the current circulation is only symbolic, 0.90% each.

On the territory of Oltenia are known nine coins fromn Tiberins II Constantinus (578 - 582).

The standard samples for Oltenia and the Diocese of Dacias are distributed e chronologically, as
follows:

OLTENIA DIOCESE OF DACIAS
578 - 579 - 2 sp. 5 sp.

579 - 1sp. 0 sp.

579 - 580 - 2 sp. 0 sp.

580 - 581 - 2 sp. 1 sp.

581 - 582 - 0 sp. 2 sp.

578 - 582 - 4 sp. -

Two of the coins of Tiberius II Constantinus come from Drobeta. At Sucidava five bronze
pieces are mentioned. They include a follis previously assigned, hypothetically, to Phocas, by
Professor D. Tudor. Instead, we deleted from the list of monetary finds assigned to this emperor,
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a tremissis found before 1953, at Celeiu, that was more times mentioned in the relevant literature,
as a coin from Tiberius II Constantinus. In reality, the coin is an issue from Mauricius Tiberius. A
piece from Tiberius H Constantinus was found during the archaeological researches in the
Roman - Byzantine fortification of Ostrovul Bamilni. At Giugita (Giurgita comm., Dolj county)
is mentioned the discovery of a coin of half of follis from this emperor. Another coin comes from
an unspecified locality in Oltenia.

In the old inventory book of the Musewn of the Banai in Timigoara is mentioned a bronze
coin recejved from Tiberius II Constantinus, originating in an unspecified locality in the historical
Banat. From our investigations it results that such a coin no longer exists in the collection of the
Timigoara institution. We think that 1. Berkeszi wrongly identified a coin from Mauricius as
belonging to Tiberius II Constantinus, starting from the reading of the name of TIB or TIBER,
which can be found also on the issues of Mauricius Tiberius.

Until now, in the area betwean Morava and Timok no stray coin finds from Tiberius Il
Constantinus were published, but we think that such coins cannot lack. Instead, in the mentioned
area are known a few hoards whose concealment took place during the reign of this emperor. Of
these we mentian the ope in the fortification of Transdierna - Tekija, situaterd an the bank
opposite Orgova -~ Diemna. Of the 24 coins of his, one belongs to Tiberius II Constantinus that was
issued in 578 - 579. Another contemporary hoard is the one from Veliki Ora$je, from the area of
the great Roman - Byzantine cenire of Horreum Margi. The hoard camprises 34 coins, of which
only one from Tiberius II Constantinus. It is dated, being issued in 578 - 579. From the Roman -
Byzantine fortification of Pincum-Veliko Gradiste comes a hoard of 17 coins, of which one from
Tiberius II Constuniinus, issued in 580 - 581. Two iremisses from Tiberins I Constantinus were
found in unspecified localities in the district of Pleven, in the border area between the provinces
of Moesia Secunda and Dacia Ripensis.

The number of coins from Tiberius II Conswntinus coming fromx Oltenia is much latger
than that dating from the last years of the reign of Justinus II. The real value of these pieces is by
far much higher, taking into account the fact that in 578 - 579, the new sovereign took an
impartant deflationary measure. The value of the follis as against the soliflus was considerably
increased. By imperial decision the bronze coin resumed the legal exchange rate of 512 - 538 and
550 - 566 that is 216 folles for a solidus. The increase by 30% of the purchasing power of the follis
was accompauied by the restoring of the old ration between solidus and bronze, which was
established at 12 metal pounds, as against 30 previously (+40%). The Oltenia sample comprises
both folles, and halves of folles, and, surprisingly even a piece of an one eighth of follis. The coins
of Tiberius I Constamtinus found in Oltenia come from the mints nf Constahtinople,
Thessalonica, Nicomedia and Antioch.

The monetary finds mentioned seem to indicate a certain stabilization, perhaps even the
retum to the siiuation in Byeantine Oltenia, after the events of 572 - 576. The developments in the
north - Danubian bridgehead must have been due to strictly local political and military factors. It
is very different from the one found south of the Danube, where the position of the imperial
authorities seem to have known further crifical moments. Out statement is proved by the
existence of hoards concealed during this period, such as: Augusta - Harlec, Transdierna - Tekija,
Horreum Margi-Veliko Orasje and Veliko Pincum - Gradiste. All these finds comprise extremely
few coins from Tiberius II Constankinus, that add, after a relatively long pause, to older issues,
from Justinus I and from his predecessors.

The coins of Mauricius Tiberius (582 - 602) found in Oltenia mark the beginning of a new
stage, the final one, of the monetary circulation in the area of the Byzantine enclaves north of the
Danube. The thorough analysis of these finds, as well as that of those issued by his successors, is
very important for a better understanding of the chronology of the break up of the Byzantine
limes ih the region between the Olt flow into the Darmbe and the fron Gates. The Oltenia sample
analysed by us comprises 51 coins, and a representative sample from the Diocese of Dacias. The
coins are distributed as follows:
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OLTENIA DIOCESE OF DACIAS
582 - 583 - 7 sp. 0sp.
583 - 584 - 6 sp. 1sp.
584 - 585 - 2 sp. 1sp.
585 - 586 ~ 1 sp. 0sp.
586 - 587 ~ 4 sp. 2sp.
587 - 588 - 3 sp. 1sp.
588 - 589 - 4 sp. 1sp.
589 - 590 - 0 sp. 2 sp.
590 - 591 - 4 sp. 1sp.
591 - 592 -3 sp. 0sp.
592 - 593 - 4 sp. (uncertain one}) 1sp.
593 - 594 - 0 sp. 0 sp.
594 - 595 - 3 sp. 1 sp.
595 - 596 - 2 sp. 3 sp.
596 - 597 - 3 sp. 0 sp.
597 - 398 - 0 sp, 0 sp.
598 - 599 - 1 sp. 0 sp.
599 - 600 -1 sp. 0sp.
600 - 601 - O sp. 0 sp.
601 - 602 - O sp. 0 sp.
583/584 - 602 - 1 sp. -
582 - 602 - 3 sp. -

The two samples point to the deepening of the process of divergent evolution of the
monetary circulation in the territories next of the Iron Gates, situated north and south of the
Danube. As already mentioned, the phenomenon had begun by the end of the reign of
Justinianus I and grew more intense during the reigns of Justinus Il and Tiberius II Constantinus.

From the area of Drobeta come 14 coins, including a light solidus of 20 of siliquae.

582 - 583 - 3 sp.

583 - 584 - 1 sp.

584 - 585 - 0 sp.

585 - 586 - 0 sp.

586 - 587 - 0 sp.

587 - 588 - 0 sp.

588 - 589 - 1 sp.

589 - 550 - 0 sp.

590 - 591 ~ 1 sp.

591 - 592 - 2 sp.

592 - 593 - 1 sp. (uncertain)

593 -594 -1 sp.

594 - 595 - 0 sp.

595 - 596 - 1 sp.

596 - 597 - 1 sp.

597 - 598 - 0 sp.

598 - 599 - 1 sp.

599 - 600 - 0 sp.

600 - 601 - O sp.

601 - 602 - 0 sp.

583/584 - 602 - 1 sp.

The sample of coins from Mauricius Tiberius found in the area of Sucidava comprises 20
coins, including one tremissis. Those identified accurately are distributed as follows:

582 -~ 583 - 3 sp.
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583 - 584 - 2 sp.

584 - 585 - 1 sp.

585 - 586 - 1 sp.

586 - 587 - 2 sp.

587 - 588 - 2 sp.

588 - 589 - 1 sp.

589 - 590 - 0 sp.

590 - 591 - 1 sp.

591 - 592 - 0 sp.

592 -593 - 2 sp.

593 - 594 - 0 sp.

594 - 595 -1 sp.

595 - 596 - 0 sp.

596 - 597 - 1 sp.

597 - 598 - 0 sp.

598 - 599 - 0 sp.

599 - 600 - 0 sp.

600 - 601 - 0 sp.

601 - 602 - 0 sp.

582 -602 - 3 sp.

Coins from this emperor were uncovered at: Gogogu (Gogosu comm., Mehedinti county),
Ostrovu Mare (Gogosu comm., Mehedinti county), Caracal (Olt county), Popoviceni (Goicea
Micid comm., Dolj county), the area of Craiova and the area of Ramnicul Vélcea. Nine pieces come
from unspecified localities in Oltenia. The existence of a presupposed hoard comprising coins
from Constantinus 1 at Mauricius, uncovered at Ostrovul Mare, has no real correspondent, as the
confusion comes from an erroneous reading of a very clear text by Al. Bircicild. Other four
pieces of half of follis dating from the second half of the 6% century, inaccurately identified may
belong to Justinus I or to Mauricius Tiberius. Three pieces come from Sucidava and one from
Romula - Regca (Dobrosloveni comm., Olt county).

A few coin finds from Mauricius Tiberius are mentioned on the territory of the Banat. A
coin of this emperor was found at Orgova (Mehedinti county). It is part of the collection of the
Museum of the Banat in Timigoara, but the lack of further details makes it impossible to identify
it as one of the two coins from Mauricius Tiberius, belonging to the heritage of this institution.
One of these comes from an unspecified locality in the historical Banat. At the same time some
coin finds from Mauricius Tiberius were uncovered during the archaeological excavations at
Banatska Palanka - Sapaja. A solidus from Mauricius Tiberius comes from the locality of
Cesterek, from the Yugoslavian Banat (former Csdsztelek, from the old county of Torontal).

South of the Danube the stray finds from Mauricius Tiberius were published only from
Viminacium, where there are three pieces, dating from 587 - 588, 590 ~ 591 and 592 - 593. In our
opinion, this level of information does mot reflect in the least the situation on the ground. From
the Serbian area of the Iron Gates come two hoards whose concealment occurred during the reign
of Mauricius Tiberius, The most important one was that uncovered in the stronghold at Veliki
Gradac. Tke hoard comprises 107 coins, of which only two pieces from the reign of Mauricius.
The most recent coin from the hoard dates from 594 - 595. Contemporaneous with this find is the
hoard at Bosman, counting 17 coins. The issues from the time of Mauricius Tiberius are well
represented, by nine pieces, the last of which dates from 594 - 595.

Two hoards concealed in 595 - 596 come from north - western Bulgaria, from Rakita and
Reselec. An isolated tremissis from Mauricius Tiberius was found at Sadovec (district of Pleven),
and a solidus of the same emperor was found in an unspecified locality in the district of Pleven.

The chronological distribution of the coins within the whole region of the Iron Gates and
from each more important fortification, taken separately, as well as their number, may provide a
series of clues as to the political and military situatien of the Byzantine enclave on the north bank
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of the Danube, on the evolution of the limes within this region. Over the entire Oltenia the first
two years of the reign of Mauricius seem to go on, or even, to develop the trends that occurred in
579 - 582. The number of coins in the first year from de la Drobeta is rather high. Also at
Sucidava. the issnes from the first years of reign of Mauridius Tiberius are also well represented.
Undoubtedly, the intense inflow of coins to the north of the Danube between 582 and 584
constitutes the consequence of the Byzantine - Avar peace, as well as that of the position of the
lands in south Olteria ouiside the attacks from the Sklavins, that affected the Byzantine
provinces in the Diocese of Thracia in 581 - 584.

The situation would ¢hange dramatically when the confrontation between the Avars and
the Byzantines was reswned m the autumn of 584. Although unspecified by coatemporary
sources, this time the battles must have affected also the strongholds at Drobeta and Sucidava, as
well as those in the entire region south of the Danube between Singidunum - Viminacium -
Augusta, At Drobeta, the series of tonetary finds is interrupted between 584 and 587, while at
Sucidava, between 585 and 588. Over the entire Oltenia, we do not know one single monetary
find from 585 - 586. The shift of the centre of operations towards the East, in Scythia Minor, in
the east and centre of ithe Balkans made it possible to resume tite introduction of bronze coins
towards Byzantine Oltenia, before 587, the year when the Avar - Slav attacks ceased and a peace
was concluded. In the light of the monetary finds accessible to study, life in the area of the main
Byzantine bridgeheads, after the events of 584 - 586 nwst have returaed to normal rather
difficultly, especially at Sucidava, where the series of coins was resumed as late as 588. As a
matter of fact, in this fortification the inflow of coins would go on, at a slower pace, up to 596 -
597. The Sucidava sauiple presents many caesuras - the years 589 - 592, 593 - 594 and 595 - 5%6.
At Drobeta the coins began to reappear between 588 and 589 and would continue to come in,
with short interruptions, up to 598 - 599. As in the case of Sucidava, the amount of money that
penetrated Drobeta was much lower then the average levels reached previously, aithough after
585 the Byzantine state was affected by a new inflationary wave. From that year on the value of
the follis was lowered by 54%; under the new conditions, a solidus had the legal value of 600
folles, or 25 bronze pounds (in that case, the devaluation was ohly 50%). Also at Drobeta the
series of coins was interrupted only between 589 - 590 and 594 - 595. It is obvious that the two
moments of interruption coincide, which proves that the reasons for such a situation were not
strictly local, as they -affected the entire area between the Iron Gates and the Olt mouth to the
Danube. Until the present day, both in Oltenia, and in north - east Serbia, there are no coins from
593 - 594, 597 - 598 or after 600. In Banat the last acknowledged coin dates from 597 - 598.

The events that led to the cease in the penetmtion of coins from 589 - 590 cannot he
identified in the contemporary sources that mention the peace was established between the
Byzantines and the Avars between 587 and 593. Nevertheless, we should bear in mind the
possibility of an attack from the Sklavins. The latter, although formally subjects to the Avars,
would often conduct forays on their own, with or without the tacit consent from the gagan in
Pannonia. The second interruption may be connected to the outbreak of a new wave of hostilities
by the Avars against thu Byzantine possessions in ifie Balkans. On ihat occasion, the hulk of Avar
troops followed the Singidunum - Viminacium - Bononia path that is in the close vicinity of
Byzantine Oltenia. Nevertheless, from 594 on, the field of operations moved to Moesia Secunda
and to Watlachia, rather far from Oltenia. [it spite of these political and military difficulties of the
last years of the reign of Mauricius Tiberius, it is hard to explain why the coins ceased to
penetrate the Byzantine possessions north of the Danube in 596 - 597 and 598 - 599. The main
reason for not embracing easily the theory of the Oltenia fortifications being abandoned is the
unexpected change in the balance of forces between the two conflicting parties as regards the
control of the Danube. Starting with the spring of 596, after having annihilated the centres of the
Sklavins in Wallachia, the imperial army began the offensive ih the Viminaclum - Sirmium
region. The Byzantines did not limit themselves to recovering the territories south of the Danube.
The imperial army conducted strong military actions also north of the river, with a view to
destructing the core of the Avar power, situated in tite are between the Danube and the Tisza.
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The defeated Avars asked for peace, a condition maintained up to the autumn of 597. The new
attack of the Avars from the winter of 597 - 598 aimed only at Scythia Minor. It ended with a
peace treaty that established the Danube as the border between the two powers. In 599 the
Byzantines crossed the river, by the stronghold of Viminacium, crushing the forces of the Avars
and of their allies north of Serbia and Banat. In 601 the imperial troops made futile an attempt by
the Avars 'to infiltrate in the area of the Iron Gates. From that moment on, until the end of the
reign of Manricius Tiberius the historical sources that were preserved fail to mention the
existence of new conflicts with the Avars in the area upstream the Iron Gates. In view of those
tackled above, the interruption in the inflow of coins towards Drobeta and Sucidava between 536
and 599 must have been caused by the fortifications being abandoned by most garrisons,
summoned to take part in the military operations unfolding mostly in their close vicinity, in the
region of the Iron Gates or in west Wallachia.

The analysis of monetary finds remains to this day the most important source of
information on the evolution of the Byzantine limes north of the Danube during the last two
decades of the 6t century arrd the beginning of the 7%, if one takes into account that written
sources fail to mention directly their fote, and the results of archaeologicai researches cannot be
used, both because of the methods of the excavations conducted at Drobeta and Sucidava during
the ‘20 - ’50 of the 20t century, and because of the fact that we have few published data on more
recent reseniches, that could accumately present the finds from the last levels of Roman -
Byzantine existence. The series of coins coming from the two important fortifications, as well as
from the entire area of Oltenia point to an almost uninterrupted process of penetration by the
Byzantine coinage nntil the last ihree years of the reign of Mauricurs Tiberius, which can be
interpreted also as a proof of the continuation of the limes functioning within the segment
between Drobeta and Sucidava, in spite of the serious difficulties undergone by the Balkan -
Danubian provinces during that age. As in the case of the fortifications at Singidunum and
Viminacium, and at Drobeta, and to a certain extent also of that at Sucidava, it is obvious that the
administration and the army found resources of restoring the system to its former state, even if
aften 587, the resumption of a normal life failed to achieve the standards ustial before 578. With
no intention of minimizing the meaning of the rather frequent interruptions remarked in the
Oltenia monetary sample from the fime of Mauricius Tiberius, we do think that most part of the
territory remained under Byzantine rule and the population preserved previous forms of life, that
is the urban ones and the organization characteristic of the imperial possessions up to 614 - 615.
Certainly, the caesuras in the succession of finds have a relevance that cannot be ignored, but we
should point ont that it is not sure that in all cases they indicate an end of Byzantine rule. More
often than not these interruptions indicate only a cuat in contacts with the rest of the province they
were attached to, or with the rest of the imperial territories.

In Oltenia the coins hegin to reappear after 602, and in the case of Dobrndja there is the
proof of the fact that coins were penetrating again, also after 610. In spite of all that, the scarcity
of subsequent finds niakes us believe that after 598 - 599 only a small part of the trcops stationed
previously in this stronghold returned to the old garrison, or were replaced by another unit,
possibly by Barbarian foederati of Ant origin, whose traces of material culture was uncovered in
a few settlements in south Oltenia. More delicate is the interpretation of the situation at Sucidava,
where the last certain monetary find dates from 596 - 597. Unforrunately, the data on this
Byzantine centre are confusing and precarious. D. Tudor pointed out that the last uncovered
coins dated from 597 - 598 and that the settlement, having been abandoned, fell victim to a
violent fire. It is unclear whether in the ash layer were found coins, in usequivocal stratigraphic
conditions. C. Preda mentions the uncovering at Sucidava of a coin from Phocas, supposed to be
a follis issued:at Antioch, from 606 - 607. As already mentioned, the coin in question is rather an
issue from Tiberius II Constantinus. At any rate, it is hard to tind a plausible reason for the
Byzantine authorities abandoning a valuable strategic point like that at the Olt outflow into the
Danube, during a time when, between 597 and 602, the Byzantine Empire successfully resumed
the offensive actions in the are between the Iron Gates and Siroduin, thus reconquering some
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important fortifications, such as: Viminacium, Singidunum and Sirmium, and north of the river.
Until the systematic publication of the entire numismatic material from Sucidava and its
neighbourhood, we think that the end of the Byzantine control over the most important
Byzantine fortifications in the Oltenia area of the Iron Gates remains an open issue that has to be
resolved. The clearest sign of the decline of the monetarized economy, as well as of the economic,
social, and political system on which used to rely the Byzantine provincial civilization is the
dramatic decrease it the number of finds. The ratio between the value of all the coins of
Mauricius known in Oltenia and the official exchange rate of 1 solidus = 600 folles eloquently
illustrates how much the relations between the Byzantine possessions north of the Danube and
the rest of the Empire deteriornted.

The coins of Mauricius Tiberius come from the most important mints that used to
function within the space of Propontida and Syria. The role of these mints in supplying the
territories north and south of the Danube in the Diocese of Dacia is clearly iflustrated by the
proportions of the two standard samples:

OLTENIA DIOCECE OF DACIAS
Constantinople - 23 sp. - 46%. 10sp. - 71,42%.
Thessalonica - 14 sp. - 28%. 2 sp. - 14.28%.
Nicomedia - 5 sp. -10%. -

Antioch - 4sp. - 8%. 2 sp. -14.28%.
Cyzicus - 2sp.- 5%. -

Unspecified - 2sp. - 4%. -

The survival of the monetarized economy in ilie Byzantine bridgehead in Oltenia between
582 and 600 is illustrated by the presence of the most diverse bronze denominations, including
the pieces of half of follis. The sample from 582 - 602 in Oltenia and the rest of the Diocese of
Dacias has the following structure according to denominations:

OLTENIA DIOCESE of DACIAS
Follis - 20 sp. - 40.81%. Follis - 11 sp. - 78.57%.
Half of follis - 29 sp. - 59.18%. Half of follis - 3 sp. - 21.42%.

Solidus of 20 siliquae - 1 sp. -

Continuing a process already begun during the time of Justinus II and within the
monetary sample from the time of Mauricius Tiberius, most pieces of half of follis in Oltenia
come from the mint at Thessalonica. it is worth mentioning the presence within the finds at
Drobeta of that light solidus, of 20 siliquae. The coin is unique, not only north of the Lower
Danube, but it is a rarity also emong the finds in ihe septantrional area of the Batkans. The light
solidi would become more common within our space between 602 and 610. Thus, a light solidus,
of 20 siliquae from Phocas was discovered at Sibed (Ceausu de Campie comm., Mures county),
and another one at Histria. More occurrences are signalled in the steppes north of the Caucasns
and south of Russia, and the Ukraine, and above all in the hoard at Maloe Pere3¢epino, in the
area of Poltava. Recent researches proved that light solidi were issued not for trade with the
“Barbarians”, as believed for a long time, but in order to pay the stipendia and tributes for the
rulers of some “allied” peoples at the northern periphery of the Byzantine Empire. The
occurrence of such a coin from Mauricius Tiberius at Drobeta, in a key position from the
Danubian limes, couald point in the settling in the area of a group of “Barbarian” foederati
charged with protected the area, following the removal from the border of the old garrisons,
shifted to the front in the Viminacium - Singidunum area, with a view to the military operations
against the Avars.

The tendencies of slowing down the inflow of coins towards the area beyond the Danube
would go on and strengthen up during the reign of Phocas (602 - 610). From the time of that
emperor only three certain monetary finds are knewn in Oltenia. It is a follis uncovered at
Argetoaia (Argetoaia comm., Dolj county), unfortunately too concisely mentioned, as well as the
sample from Récarii de Jos (Bridesti comm., Dolj county). Most available data are on the follis
issued in 607 - 608 at Nicomedia, originating in an unspecified locality from the former county of
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Romanati. As already mentioned, the coin coming from Sucidava, hypothetically assigned to
Phocas, seems to be rather an issue from Tiberius II Constantinus.

In Banat are known only two coin finds from Phocas. A follis comes from Banatsko Novo
Selo (Satu Nou), next to the town of Pangevo, in the Yugoslavian Banat. In the same part of the
province, at Krugica, a solidus from Phocas was uncovered.

Until the present day, south of the Danube, in the region between Morava and Timok coin
finds from Phocas are not mentioned.

In the light of the available data, the decrease in the number of finds between 602 and 610
in Oltenia must have been only a passing phenomenon. from the territory of Oltenia come a
rather large number of sainples issued by Heraclins (610 - 641). The sample from that time rises
to 11 samples, of which ten bronze ones, struck, above all, during the first years of reign.

610 - 611 - 1 sp.

611 - 612 - 0 sp.

612 -~ 613 - 4 sp.

613 -1sp.

613 - 614 - 1 sp.

614 - 615 - 1 sp.

610 - 641 - 3 sp.

From Drobeta come two Constantinople folles, of which one issued in 612 - 613, and the
other, in 613 - 614. A Metropolitan follis dated in 612 - 613 was found in each of these localities:
Craiova, Almij (Alm%j comm., Dolj county), as well as in an unspecified locality in the same
county. A Constantinople piece of half of follis from Heraclius, overlapping an older sample from
Phocas, comes from Cioroiu Nou (Cioroiasi comm., Dolj county). Unfortunately, we do not
possess further details regarding its dating. From the unspecified localities in Oltenia come three
bronze coins frorn this omperor. one dates from 610 - 611, and was issued at Nicomedia. The
other two were struck at Constantinople in 612 - 613 and, 614 - 615, respectively. Probably one of
these coins is identical to that found by D. Tudor, during his excavations in the provincial
Romanic settlement of Cioroiul Nou ( Cioroiagi comm., Dolj county), that, subsequently,
intermingled with the rest of the pieces in the collection of the Museum of Oltenia. Two solidi
from Heraclius and Heraclius Constantinus (613 - 638) come from two unspecified localities in
Oltenia. One of them is preserved in the CNBAR collectien, found at presenf at The National
Bank of Romania (BNR), and the other one belonged, before 1981, to a private collection in
Craiova. :

On ihe territory of the Banat are also known a large number of coins from Heraclius and
Heraclius Constantinus. Unlike the situation in Oltenia, they consist mostly of gold and silver
issues. From unspecified localities from the area of the historical Banat, come four folles, issued in
612 - 613, 613 - 614, while the other two from 615/6 - 623/4. Itis likely that some of them come
from the area of Orgova and Moldova Veche, as most Byzantine bronze pieces in the heritage of
the Museum of the Banat come from the collection of Zs. Ormés, who collected many coins of
this kind from the mentioned area. The older literature mantions the discovery of a bronze coin at
Beba Veche (Beba Veche comm., Timis county), but further details on this piece do not exist. Of
all the gold coin finds, we mention a solidus from Heraclius and Heraclius Constantinus,
originating in Mehadia (Caras ~ Severin county), the locality situated in the valley of Cema,
rather close to Drobeta. At Ostrovo and at Batko Petrovoselo, in the Yugoslavian Banat, were
found solidi from Heraclius and Heraclius Constantinus, of which the last between 616 and 625.
From Seitin (Nadlac comm., Arad county) comes a light solidus of the two emperors. Similar
solidi were found at Sanpetru German (Secusigiu comm., Arad county), at Seki¢, in the
Yugoslavian Banat, as well as in an unspecified locality in the former county of Torontal. In Banat
are mentioned also other gold coin finds from Heraclius, but unfortunately, we have no
supplementary data on them, which we might allow us to identify the denomination, the mint
and the date of the issuing. Such a coin comes from Krstur, in the northern part of the
Yugoslavian Banat.
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All these coins presented above, on which we have more detailed data are issues from 616
- 625 by the Constantinople mint. With very few exceptions, like the case of the light solidus at
Hajdudorog (Hajda - Bihar county), dated between 610 and 613, most gold coins from Heraclius
found in the Avar graves on the present territory of Hungary and Yugoslavia date from 616 -
625. Relevant in this sense is also the light solidus of 20 siliquae coming from Szentes (Csongrad
county). This remark is very important, as it may allow the correct assignment and dating of the
whole range of solidi previously assigned to Constans II, Constantinus IV, Heraclius and
Tiberius. It seems that both I. Berkeszi, O. Gohl, and L. Huszér often confounded the coins of
Heraclius and Heraclius Constantinus, the type MIB, III, no. 31 - 37 (629 - 632), with those of the
type MIB, 1II, no. 26 - 28, of Constans H and Constantinus (654 - 657). The two categories
apparently have a similar pattern, but more distinctive elements. The confusion comes from both
the simplified patterns in the plates of J. Sabatier’s catalogue, and the insufficient experience in
the field of Byzantine mint of the three Hungarian numismatists, which drad a hard time
assigning the pieces whose legend was not clear enough. That is obvious in the case of a coin
from Heraclius and Heraclius Constantinus found in 1870, in an Avar grave, situated on the
route of the Timisoara - Arad railway, between the localities of Carani (Sintandrei comm., Timig
county} and Ortigoara (Orfigoara comm., Timig county). The quoted author does not write down
clearly the identity of the issuers and the place of discovery. Once, when he mentioned that the
pieces come from Carani, I. Berkeszi referred te a solidns from Constans:fl and Constantinns IV.
In the other case, he asserted that two solidi of the type of Constans II and Constantine
“Pogonatus” were found. One of the coins from Ortigoara is preserved in the collection of the
Musenm of the Banai in Timigoara. K is an issue from Constantinople from Heraclius and
Heraclius Constantinus, dating from 613 - 616. The same goes for the two solidi found at
Ostrovo, in the Yugoslavian Banat, mentioned by O. Gohl. Also this find is published twice in the
pages of the same article. At one tirne the anthor mentions the recovery of two solidi, of wihich
one was perforated. The perforated piece was identified as an issue from Heraclius and Heraclius
Constantinus, but the reference to the catalogue corresponds to a coin from Constans al II-lea,
associated with Constantinus, and the other one, fvtom Constans II, Constaniinus, Heraclius and
Tiberius. On the next page is mentioned the uncovering of two perforated solidi from Constans
I, Constantinus, Heraclius and Tiberius. As we already mentioned above, one of the pieces
certainly belengs to Heractius and Heractius Canstantinus.

A thorough research of gold coins found in Avar territory shows that the number of finds
datable after 625 is very small, and of those of Heraclius’ successors, that is Constans II and
Constantinus IV is, in fact, almost negligible. That can be explained easily if we take into account
the fact that their power weakened rapidly, after the defeat suffered under the walls of
Constantinople, during the siege from 626. From that moment on the Avars ceased to represent a
menace tor the security of the Byzantine Empire, anti, implicitly, to receive annual tribute. The
money arrived at “Avaria” through political payments constituted the main source of funerary
offerings, and when this inflow ceased, the practice of depositing coins in graves was less and
less used, as the pieces obtained by means of commercial relations, or by imitating issues proved
to be insufficient. In our opinion, most coins previously assigned to Constans II, associated with
Constantine (IV), such as the solidus from Szeged (county of Csongrad), in Hungary, in fact
belong to Heraclius Heraclius Constuntinus. Faking into account the high occurn:nce of gald coim
finds from 610 - 625 in Banat we think that also the solidus has no specified issuer found in an
Avar grave from Igris (Sanpetru Mare comm., Timis county). Besides the many gold issues, the
Banat monetary finds from the time of contain also a few silver pieces, hexagrammata,
respectively. Such coins come from Sannicolaul Mare (Sannicolaul Mare comm., Timig county)
and from Arad. The coin from Arad dates from 615 - 625, and it appears that also the other piece
must date from the period before the great Avar siege:of Constantinople.

South of the Danube, in the area between Morava and Timok are mentioned a few finds
from Heraclius. A solidus issued at Constantinople in 610 - 613 comes from Viminacium, and a
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semissis of this emperor was found at DraZmirovac, a settlement situated in the valley of Morava,
south of the great Byzantine centre.

The coin finds at Phocas, as well as those at Heraclius and his associates are extremely
importanr, not only for the history of monetary citculation in Oltenia and Banat, but also for
understanding the political history of the areas in the region north of the river, between the
outflow of Tisza, the Iron Gates and the Olt. The lack of a monetary find from 602 - 610 at
Drobeta and Sucidava is nat to be interpreted as clear evidence of an end to the Byzantine rule,
and much less, one of their being abandoned after the revolt of the troops om the Danubian front
led by the centurion Phocas. The apparent lack of coins in fertifications, or in the old collection of
the Museum of Oltenia in Craiova is can be explained, both by the small number of coins fram
Phocas arrived beyond the river, and by the random manner in which the samples of Byzantine
coins were constituted, at least those studied by us. In our opinion, the finds of bronze coins from
Phocas mentioned in Olterria are evidence that the phenomenon of the monetary penetration
continued to unfold after 602, even if on a smaller scale. The lack of coins from Phocas does not
necessarily represent a sign of even a temporary cease of the monetary circulation, but rather its
slowet dynamics, as the entire Byzantine territory in the region between the Balkans and the
Danube was becoming rural. Even in the case of a dramatic decrease in new money supply to the
area of the Byzantine bridge head in Oltenia there still existed in circulation a high amount of
bronze coins, not only from tiie second half of tha 6% century, but even from the age of the 2nd-4t%
centuries that might meet the needs of a modest monetary economy. The intense resuming of the
penetration north of the Danube of bronze coins in the first four years of the reign of Heraclius,
clearly emphasized both at Drobeta, and by the sample at the Museum of Oltenia, and that at the
Museum of Banat. The samples available for study show that the area beyond the river had
remained under the scrutiny of the imperial authorities, but they were no longer able in 610 - 615
to profit from every favourable momant in ordar to exert their rights.

The economic and historical interpretation of the situation in Banat is more complicated,
as certainly there was under a tight control of the Avars after 602, and the neighbouring south -
Damuibian Byzantine centres, like Viminacium, had ended the last phase of their urban existence
by 610 - 614. The rather large number of bronze coins from the first years of the reign of
Heraclius (until 614), exceeds by far the level reached in the time of Mauricius Tiberias. It reaches
a figure that can be compares to those coming from Oltenia. At the same time we have to reveal
the existence in the area of later coins, from 615 - 624, lacking in Oltenia. All these data may point
to the maintaining of rather active relations between the territories from the outflow of Tisza and
the Byzantine Empire, during the times of peaceful relations between the two powers. On the
other hand, one has to bear in mind the hypothesis that the large number of bronze coins from
Banat is due to the bringing of these pieces by the local participants in the spoils in the Balkans,
or by the Byzantine prisoners, colonized in the area. In the light of an analysis of all the
contemporary finds, we may assert that certain forms of monetary economy survived a little
longer in Banat, during the first decades of the 7t century. The finds of very old Greek, Celtic and
imperial Roman coins from the 1st - 4t centuries found in lacge numbers i Germanic and Avar
graves, indicate the fact that the population used to gather such pieces and would use them
systematically. We should not overlook the fact that also here, like in the Byzantine provinces,
the old denomination might have had also in the 6t ~ 7t centuries a monetary function,
especially during crisis periods, when old supply sources were not available. Soon after 610, but
especially between 616 and 625 a large amount of gold coins would enter Banat, as a result of the
internat redistributions, between the varieus regional power centres in the Avaric Qaganat, of the
stipends and the tribute received from the Byzantine Empire. The large number of light solidi
from those years found in Banat seems to indicate the fact that the Avar aristocracy, or that of the
associaied popuiations, took the advantage of significant political payments, in such coins, meant
above all for ceremonial. Also the last bronze coins that may be associated to a coherent economic
and monetary phenomenon date from that period. As before 610, most gold pieces from Avar
territory no longer had any monetary function, as they were iioarded and osed as symbols of

166

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



La rdscruce de vremuri — Tranzitia de la Antichitate la Evul Mediu...

social prestige., having been reduced to source of raw matter for making sumptuous jewels, or as
ritual objects, namely as funerary offering. The silver coins, and some bronze pieces, might have
had the same fate, taking into acconnt the fact that the graves of the population with a good
social position from the Avar age often contain Celtic, Dacian or Roman silver or bronze pieces.

Also in Oltenia, like in the entire Balkan space, the heaviest blow to the Byzantine rule,
and to the economic, social and cultural structures linked to this political element came from the
strong Avar - Slav invasions begun in 614. They aimed at destroying systematically everything
that had remained yet viable from the Byzantine urban and military structure inside the northern
and central part of the Balkan Peninsula. Although peace was temporarily restored in 619, the
Avars and the Slavs succeeded in crnshing most strongholds, while those that survived, as
modest settlements, ceased any military function. The monetary finds studied by us clearly show
that at Drobeta the final stage of the “classic” form of the existence of the Roman - Byzantine
limes ended by 614 - 615. That must have happened also in some areas south of the Danube, such
as Viminacium. In hoards uncovered on the territory of the Diocese of Dacias, the last bronze
coins from Heraclius date from 613.

As in the first years of the 6% century, after 610 the monetary circulation in Oltenia was
again dominated authoritatively by the issues of the mints in the capital. Of the provincial mints,
there are only the coins of the mints at Nicomedia.

Constantinople - 8 sp.

Nicomedia ~ 2 sp.

Unspecified - 1 sp.

The decline of the process of monetary circulation in the coterminous area of the Iron
Gates is illustrated also by the reduction in the denominations used.

OLTENIA DIOCESE OF DACIAS
Folles - 8 sp. Follis - 4 sp.
half of folles - 1 sp. half of folles - 2 sp.
Solidus - 2 sp. -

Unspecitied (AE) - 1 sp.

The monetary sample studied is made up mostly of folles, which means that the daily
economic and social relations mediated by the coin simplified and rarefied. In spite of all that, we
should point out that, urilike Banat and the region north of the Middle Danube, the number of
gold coin finds from Heraclius in Oltenia is very small, which means that the region situated east
of the valley of Cerna missed the evolution occurred in 610 - 625 on the present territories of
Banat, northern Serbia, Croatia, and Hungary. Besities the issues of the imperial mints in the 6 -
7h centuries in Oltenia, also imitations of the Byzantine gold coin issued by the Germanic
kingdoms got in. Until the present day we know a single piece of this kind, but a systematic
research into public and private collections could provide also other surprises. The coin we refer
to is a “fouré” imitation of a solidus from Justinus II (?), coming from Romula - Resca
{(Dobrosloveni comm., Olt county). In our opinion, the piece comes from a Gepidic mint from the
Middle Danube. Gepidic imitations of Roman - Byzantine gold coins can be found in northern
Serbia, where, as a matter of fact, at Sirmium, even a mint of this Barbarian kingdom functioned
temporarily. The occurrence within the finds in Oltenia of imperial bronze monetary issues of
Italian origin, as well as the presence of a solidus from Vitigis in the hoard at Hajduc¢ka Vodenica,
tenders plausible enough the hope of finding further Ostrogothic finds brought as spoils by the
troops that took part in the battles in Italy, or that penetrated earlier, when a part of the territories
between Sava and Drava beionged to the Kingdom of Theodoricus. Sueh issues are known in
neighbouring regions, for example in Banat, northern Serbia, Croatia and Bosnia. The collections
of the Museum of the Banat in Timigoara include an Ostrogothic a tremissis issued in the name of
Anastasius I, in the titne of Theodoricns, at Rome, in 492 — 518. At the same tinie, as we nave
shown, south of the Danube occur rather frequently imitations of Gepidic origin of the gold
issues from Theodosius II to Anastasius I.
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Although by the middle of the second decade of the 7% century the Byzantine rule over
the bridge head in Oltenia ended, as the process of monetary circulation did, there is evidence
enough that in the second half of the 7t century, at least a part of the area would establish some
kind of a special relation with the Byzantine Empire. The stray finds of bronze finds prove that
their penetration north of the Danube would be sporadically resumed in the time of Constans Il
(642 - 668). It is a half of a follis issued between 647 and 655, probably coming from the area of
Regca (Dobrosloveni comm., Olt county). The bronze coins issued by Heraclins’ successors are
exceptionally rare occurrences within the finds north of the Danube, as after 626 the inflow of
Byzantine coins to this area became very scarce. The collection of the Museum of the Banat
includes a follis from Constans II, originating in an unspecified locality in the historical Banat.
The coin was at first registered by 1. Berkeszi as a follis from la Constantinus IV. The piece is part
of a donation from 1887 by Zs. Ormés, whose most Byzantine bronze coins came from finds at
Orgova and Moldova Vedhe. That is why we think that also this follis could have come from a
locality in the Danubian area of the mountainous Banat.

As mentioned above, in the old relevant literature, on the territory of Banat are mentioned
a few finds of gold coins from Constans it and Constantinus IV, but in most cases the pieces
come from Heraclius and Heraclius Constantinus. In fact, the collection of the Museum of the
Banat includes a single gold coin from that sovereign. It is a Constantinople semissis from
Constans II. The coin was discovered at Checea (Cernei comm., Timis connty). Unfortunately, the
semissis issues cannot be dated precisely, as their type remained unchanged during his entire
reign, from 642 to 668. Much more precisely can be dated the solidus found at Beba Veche (Beba
Veche comm., Thnig county). According to the reference to W. Wroil's catalogue, the coin dates
from 642 - 647. One of the two solidi uncovered at Ostrovo, in the Yugoslavian Banat belong to
Constans Il and Constantinus IV,

The same saries of north - Danubian finds from Constans II includes the half of follis
issued at Carthage between 651/652 and 655/656, found at Novaci (Mihiilegti comm., Giurgiu
county) and the two folles from Constans II (641 - 668), originating in the area of Barlad. One
dates froim 642 - 643 and the other from 656 - 657. Also during the reign of Constans Il took place
the burying of the hoard from Obarseni (Voinegti comm., Vaslui county). The last well-dated
coins from that discovery are from 641 - 642, but some pieces could be even date from later times,
by 656.

A special characteristic of the monetary finds from the second half of the 7% century in
Oltenia is represented by the presence of a high number of silver hexagrammata, most of them
gathered in hoards. A fragment of a hoard from which have been preserved just two
hexagrammata from Constans II and Constantinus IV, Heraclius and Tiberius comes from
Vartopu (Virtopu comm., Dolj county). Another find is that from Drigisani (Valcea county), of
which we know three hexagrammata fram Constans II, issued between 659 and 668. The most
complete data are provided by the discovery from Priseaca (Priseaca comm., Olt county). Unlike
the hoards from Vartopu and Drigasani, the one from Priseaca was probably recovered entirely.
It comprises 141 hexagrainmata, two “starred” temple earrings, and a vessel in which was
deposited a hand made jug, belonging to the Kor¢ak culture. The coins were issued by Constans
Il and Constantinus IV (668 - 685). The find from Priseaca was flawlessly published 25 years ago
by Professor B. Mitrea, being used on a large scale also by other researchers who studied the
Byzantine silver coins from the second half of the 7% century, such as P. Yannopoulos and W.
Hahn.

As years passed by, we find it mecessary to perform a new ordering of the material, in the
light of the new progress of Byzantine numismatics. According to W. Hahn’s catalogue, the
hoard from Priseaca has the following structure:

Constans I - 10 sp.

10. MIB, III, no. 149 - years 654 - 659 - 1 sp.

11. MIB, III, no. 150 - years 654 - 659 - 1 sp.

12. MIB, III, nv. 152 - years 659 - 668 - 8 sp.
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Constantine IV - 131 sp.

13. MIB, I1I, no. 62 A - years 668 - 668 - 1 sp.

14. MIB, I11, no. 62 B - years 668 - 669 - 4 sp.

15. MIB, 11], no. 63 B - years 669 - 674 - 1 sp.

16. MIB, I1I, no. 63 C - years 669 - 674 — 54 sp.

17. MIB, I1I, no. 66 - years 674 - 681 - 42 sp.

18. MIB, I}, no. 67 - years 674 - 681 - 31 sp.

The oldest issues date from 654 - 659 (1.41%), followed by those from 659 - 668 (5.67%).
The major component of the hoard is constituted by the coins of Constantinus IV (92.90%). These
include the five coins that can be dated between the end of 668 and the first part of 669. They
represent only 3.54% of the structure of the hoard. The period of massive accumulation began in
669 - 674. That phase is represented by the hoard from Priseaca by 55 hexagrammata, making up
less than 39% of the find bulk. The accumniaiion would go on later in the same strong rhythin
between 674 and 681. From that last phase date 51.77% of the pieces of the hoard. A
hexagrammon from Constans II and Constantinus IV comes from an unspecified locality in
Oltenia, but we think that it could have belonged to the hoard from Vartopu.

A thorough research into the finds from Priseaca and Drig¥sani, on which we have more
data, clearly point to the fact that the process of their accamulation was similar. It was an organic
evolution, unfolded over more decades. The hoards consist of the assemblage of punctual sirmus,
represented by coins originating in chronologically compact issues. If we take into account the
fact that in the second half of the 7t century hexagrammata lost their-original function, from the
time of Haraclius, namely that of coins destined for exceptional miiitary payrnents, as they
turned into coins destined for imperial ceremonial distributions, we shall understand better the
function and significance of these hoards. During the reign of Constans Il and Constantinus IV
the sequcnge of hexagrammata issues used to: be dictated by the major everits in the life of the
imperial family, the jubilees, the association or distancing of certain colleagues from the exertion
of the supreme power, silver coins being provided to the Court representatives or to certain
foreign politicai rulers, allied with the Empire,

Further data on the role of these pieces can be obtained also from studying the
distribution of hexagrammata hoards. The finds published show their being concentrated outside
the imperial borders. We have accounts on important hoards iun Western Siberia, in the Caucasus,
in the lands north of the Danube and the centre of the Balkans, in territories of crucial strategic
importance, many of which are known to have been inhabited by populations allied with the
Byzantium (the Arnenians, the Gruzians, Lazes, Abhazians, the westarn Tarks ane the Serbs).
The wide spreading of hexagramma in the areas outside the Byzantine borders was favoured also
by the popularity in the 7t century of the sumptuous garbs, jewels, and silver plates and dishes,
whose raw matter were often melted Byzantine coins. The hpards from Priseaca and Drigésani,
as well as those contemporaneous from Galati, in southern Moldavia, or Zemiansky Vrbovok, in
Slovakia, originate in the accumulation by the same owners or by their families of sumns received
perlodically nnder the form of political payments, as a result of services to the imperial
authorities. It is worth mentioning an important concentration of hexagrammata hoards in
Oltenia. That same place holds a very precious hoard consisting of silver jewellery and harness
pieces uncovered at Cosoveni (Cosoveni comm., Dolj county). They are joined by many other
prestigious finds: digited fibulas, buckles, “starred” earrings, etc. All this concentration of
exceptional pieces seem to point to the existence in the south and centre of the region of a power
cenfre ol a so - called “Romania” or “Sklavinia”, linked frem a political and military viewpoint te
the Byzantine Empire. To this area were directed important sums, under the form of subsidies,
between 659 and 681. We think that these payments were made in exchange for ensuring the
closing of the access frem Pannonia and Dacia, on the strategic coramaunication roads on the
valley of the Olt, the Jiu or the Cerna, to the territories south of the Balkans, as well as for
supplying contingents to the imperial army, in wartime. The Empire must have tried to ensure
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this way also the salt supply to its territories inside the Balkans, especially to those in Serdika,
depending on the Oltenia salt mines.

As contemporary sources lack direct accounts, the restoring of the political relations
between the Byzantine Empire and the north - Danubian territories in the sector between the Olt
and the Iron Gates may be interpreted only on the basis of data provided by monetary finds. It is
rather obvious that the keenest interest of the imperial authorities for the territories in Oltenia is
part of a wider process, aiming also at the area at the Mouths of the Danube, including southern
Moldavia. It occurred in the context of the decline of the authority of the Avar Qaganat, after the
defeat suffered in 626, more exactly after the victory won on the Persian battlefield in 629. The
Byzantine authority in the area of the Iron Gates was revigorated by the campaign in 658 of the
Emperor Constans II against the “Sklavins” inside the Balkans, in Thracia, or in Macedonia, that
once again revealed the strength of the imperial army and the political interest in the old
possessions, occupied by Slav tribes. 1t was no coincidence that after 659 began to penetrate north
of the Danube hexagramma, making up the oldest “layer” of the structure of the hoards from
Drégigani, Priseaca, Vartopu, Galati and Zemiansky Vrbovok (Nemesverb6k). These relations
ended during serious turmoil occurrad by 680, as proved by the dating of certain hoards
mentioned above. The cause of concealing the coins, as well as other valuables in the area
between the Olt and the Iron Gates must lie in the political and military consequences of the
Bulgarians’ invaslon in 680 - 681, but it would be a mistake to place it directly in the cantext of
the migration south of the Balkans of this population, as claimed by certain researchers. The
moving of a tribal group, gathering a relatively small number of people, over a territory of almost
1000 kilometres, from the mouth of the river to the Middle Danube is denied by written sources,
being also impossible physically. Neither the hypothesis of a supposed attempt by the Bulgarians
to penetrate the valley of the Olt, towards Pannonia appears to be plausible. Equally unlikely are
also the attempts to link the concealment of the hoards in Oltania to the policy of moving certain
Slav tribes or other populations practiced by the Bulgarians. The deportations accounted in the
Nicephore’ ¢hronicle occurred later, in the 8t century.

In aur opinion, the Bulgarian attack towards the Iron Gates took place by 681, aftér their
settling in the north - eastern part of the Balkans. The campaign did not aim the attempt by these
Turanic nomads to settle in the Pannonian steppe, but it was entailed by the necessity to remove
from the area af the Lower Danube of any political force allied with the Byzantium, in order to
make it impossible to attack on two fronts the new state. In this sense, the group of hoards that
can be dated after 681 in Oltenia, belong to a wider range of contemporary finds occurring in the
peripherical areas of the Byzantine Empire, such ‘as those from Messemhria and Serdika (Sofia),
proving Asparouch’ intention of removing the possible imperial attack bases. This goal must
have added to the desire of the Bulgarians to ensure the control of the access roads from
“Avaria”, towards the political centre of their state, crossing the north and south of region of the
Iron Gates of the Danube. The failed attack against the Byzantine stronghold at Serdika aimed at
the settling of the newcomers in the centre of the Balkans, and in a key position of the great trans
- Balkan, On the other hand, the concealment of a series of numerous hoards fram Scuth -
eastern and Central Europe ended with coins from Constans II to Constantinus IV occurring over
a huge territory from southern Slovakia to northern Serbia and in Macedonia and from the
Maritime Danube to the western seacoast of the Black Sea and to the Balkans could have been
also a result of the turmoil generated by the movements of the populations, especially the Slav
ones, that were shifted from their old settlements, situated in the north - Pontic territories, from
the Lower Danuhe and the Balkans, following the advanee of the Bdlgarians south-westwands
and their sefttling in the north - eastern part of the Balkan Peninsula.

Until now we have no account of any coin from de la Constantinus IV in Banat. The solidi
from the German Sanpetru (Sucusigiu camm., Arad county) and Seitin (Seitin cornm., Arad
county) assigned by V. Butnariu to this emperor are in fact issues from Heraclius and Heraclius
Constantinus. As a matter of fact, in Avar areas in Hungary we kniow a single certain find from
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Constantinus [V, that from Tétipuszta (Fejér county), in fact one from the last Byzantine issues
known from the 7t - 8t centuries in the Pannonjan basin.

As proven by a bronze coin from Tiberius III Apsimaros (698 ~ 705}, uncovered during the
archaeological excavations from 1928 in the camp at Drobeta, the serious events that took place in
the territory between the Olt, the Danube and the Carpathians after the settling of the Bulgarians
in the Balkans did not completely cut the relations established between the inhabitants of these
regions and the Byzantine Empire during the second half of the 7t century. The piece mentioned
is a Constantinople follis issued in 700 - 701. North of the Danube, besides the coin from Tiberius
III at Drobeta, issues from this emperor are known only at Berezeni (Berezeni comm., Vaslui
county). It is also a follis, but struck at Ravenna. Itu older literatire there is an account of a find
from Tiberius III, in Transylvania, at Mediag (Sibiu county). The coin was assigned by Ir, Dimian
to this sovereign, but unfortunately, it is there is a few incongruities occurring in the description
of the piece and the reference to the catalogue render this assignment very unlikely. Without the
deciphering of the legend, certain peculiarities of the type are not enough for assigning the piece
to Tiberius III, as similar representations can be found on the issues of more emperors who
reigned between 668 and 741, more exactly by the end of the reign of Constaniinus IV and the,
beginning of the reign of Leon IIl. Some authors mentioned the discovery of a solidus from
Theodosius 11 (715 - 717), at Govora (Valcea county). In reality, as already mentioned, it is
nothing but a gross confusion. The piece in question is an issue from the 5% century from
Theodosius II (408 - 450).

In the areas more or less close to Oltenia are mentioned a few finds of Byzantine coins
from the beginning of the 8t century known at the Middle Dannbe, in the areas under the rule of
the Avars in Pannonia and in Banat. In the case of Pannonia, it is a solidus from Anastasius II
(713 - 715), uncovered at Oszény (Komarom county). This find is important, as it closes the series
of finds of Byzantine coins in the late Avaric discoveries in Hungary. In Banat, a solidus from
Theodosius III (715 - 717) belongs to the hoard at Veliki Gaj. The last find of Byzantine coins in
Oltenia from the first half of the 8% century is represented by a follis from Leon IIl and
Constantine (720 - 741), issued at Constantinople. Also tiis piece cames from: Drobeta - Turnu
Severin. Although rare, separated by long time spans with no coin finds from Tiberius III and
Leon III and Constantine they have an outstanding historical importance. They shed light on the
fact that like Dobrudja, also some areas in Oltenia continued to maintain certain relations with
the Byzantine territories also after the settling of the Bulgarians in the Balkans. These contacts
were undoubtedly favoured by the fact that for two centuries the territory belonged to the
Byzantine Empire, while in the second half of tie 7% century they resumed political relations
with the Byzantium. The strong point of these relations was ensured by the existence of an
important Christian Romanic population that considered itself linked culturally and religiously
to the Empire and the strategic position of the area. In Oltenia we have the evidence of a
continuing existence of more advanced forms of political and military organization of the
Romania population endowed in the 7t century also with some fortifications, even under the
conditions of temporary Avar or Slav hegernonies. The area of the Iron Gates, as well as the
valley of the Olt, as a buffer zone situated at the periphery of the Byzantine Empire, the “Avaria”
and “Bulgaria” played an important role in the balance of forces between the great regional
powers. Ollenia had the great advantage that it was situated close to Serdika, a key position of
the Byzantine defensive system at the north — western border and a strategic point in the centre
of the communication system of the Balkans. The area of the Iron Gates and the valley of the Olt
used to be ideal communication paths fo the Avar world turned into a possible counter — weight
against an ever more dangerous neighbour, like Bulgaria at the beginning of the 8t century. The
presence of the coins from Tiberius III, Anastasius II, Theodosius III and Leon Il and Constantine
in Oltenia, Banat and Pannonia might constitute the proof of the attempt at closer relations
between the two powers, during the Byzantine - Bulgarian conflict from the time of Terbel.
Recent researches showed that the extension of the Bulgarian rule north of the Lower Danube
and to the Middle Danube occurred rather late, by early 9t century.

171

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



ERNEST OBERLANDER-TARNOVEANU

After the follis from Leon Il and Constantine uncovered at Drobeta, for the moment, for
almost a century we do not know any other monetary find in the area of the Iron Gates of the
Danube. The series of monetary finds from this province was resumed during the last part of the
reign of Theophilos (829 - 842), more exactly with the issues of folles by this emperor struck
between 835 and 842.
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