
Cercetări numismatice, XV, Bucureşti, 2009, p. 107-132 

EARLY BVZANTINE COIN CIRCUIATION 
IN MACEDONIA SECUNDA* 

Maja Hadji-Maneva 

Cirkulacija na ranovizantiski pari vo Makedonija Sekunda 

Vo pochetokot na 6-ot vek, najgolem de] od teritorijata na Republika Makedonija, zafakjala 
provincijata Makedonija Sekunda. Generalno, taa gi opfakjala srednoto techenie na rekata Vardar, 
techenieto na rekta Bregalnica na istok i techenieto na Crna Reka niz Pelagonija na zapad. Glaven grad 
na Makedonija Sekunda bi! Stobi, koj voedno bil eklezijastichki cetar na Provincijata, vo koja istoriskite 
izvori gi zabelezhale iminjata na ushte shest gradovi: Bargala, Arg, Pelagonija, Astrajon, Kelenidin i 
Zapara. Pokraj urbanite naselbi, preku arheoloshkite iskopuvanja i rekognosciranja na terenot e 
potvrdeno postoenje na okolu 150 mali ukrepeni naselbi, rudarski naselbi, utvrdeni planiski zbegovi, 
krajpatni iii visoki regionalni strazi, kako i mal broj na vojnichki tvrdini za smestuvanje na mobilni 
voeni odredi i kaj povekjeto e konstatirano zhiveenje vo 6-ot vek, megju drugoto i preku naodite na 
ranovizantiski pari. 

So dosegashnite istazhuvanja na prostorot na Makedonija Sekunda se registrirani 10 

ranovizantiski ostavi, deponirani vo periodot na Justinijanovoto vladeenje. Porani ostavi ne se otkrieni, 
shto e razbirlivo, bidejkji stanuva zbor za relativno miren period vo odnos na ovaa teritorija, pa i onie 
upadi koi se zabelezhani od antichkite avtori verojatno ne ostavile nekoi seriozni posledici. Na samiot kraj 
na chetvrtata decenija od 6-ot vek situacijata pochnala da se menuva, Varvarite se pochesto go 
pominuvale dunavskiot limes, a napadite vrz romejskite utvrduvanja predizvikale sokrivanje na lichnata 
sopstvenost. Megju ostavite od Makedonija Sekunda najran e naodot od Oreshe (kat. br. 1), chii najmladi 
moneti se datirani vo 537-538, a koj se povrzuva so upadot na Kutrigurite vo 539-540 godina. 

Slednite dve decenii teritorijata na Makedonija Sekunda verojatno ostanala nadvor od nekoi 
pogolemi napadi na varvarite. Vsushnost, toa bile godini za koishto e karakteristichna naglasena 
graditelskata aktivnost, podiganje novi tvrdini iii obnovuvanje na starite tvrdini, a so cel da se podobri 
odbranata i da se zaprat napreduvanjata na Varvarite kon Tesalonika, chija odbrana bila od vitalno 
znachenje. Od ista prichina, vo periodot pomegju 535 i 540 godina bile reorganizirani provinciite, bila 
sozadadena novata prestolnina na Ilirik, Justinijana Prima (vo 535 godina) i bila zgolemena aktivnosta 
na kovnicata vo Tesalonika. Ovaa kovnica zapochnala da pushta vo optek pogolemi emisii na pari, 
glavno mali bakarni nominali, koishto, se chini, prvenstveno bile nameneti za lokalna upotreba vo 
provincijata Makedonija. Pokraj toa, karakteristichno za ovaa teritorija vo Justinijanoviot period e 
prisustvoto na moneti od kovnicata vo Kartagina, koishto svedochat za procesot na vrakanje na 
vojskata na Velizarij od Afrika, preku Italija vo Makedonija i Trakija, okolu 540-541 godina. Site ovie 
aktivnosti pridonele kon efikasnosta na odbranbeniot sistem, koj se chini deka posle upadot od 539 
godina, dvaeset godini uspeshno funkcioniral. 

Pri krajot na Justinijanovoto vladeenje, vo 559 godina, povtorno se sluchil upad na hunskite 
Kutriguri. Edinstvenata ostava so zlatni pari, hronoloshki e bliska so ovoj nastan, bila otkriena na 
lokalitetot Brestovi (kat. br. 3) vo atarot na s. Smojmirovo. Lokalitetot ne bi! podlozhen na sistematski 
arheoloski iskopuvanja, no preku rekognosciranje bilo konstatirano deka stanuva zbor za 
docnoantichka naselba. Ostavata sodrzhi pet solidi emituvani od Justinijan I, od koi chetiri se 
proizlezeni od konstantinopolskata kovnica, a eden od tesalonikiskata kovnica, so terminus post quem 
542-565 godina. 

Vo odnos na ostavite so bakarni pari, slikata e mnogu pojasna. lmeno, poslednite emisii vo 
ostavite: Vodovrati (kat. br. 4), Skachinci (kat. br. 5), Popadija (kat. br. 6), Drenovo (kat. br. 7) i 
Stepanci (kat. br. 8), sodrzhat moneti so vrednost od 16 numii, datirani vo vremenski interval od deset 
godini, pomegju 552 i 562 godina. Vo istata grupa verojatno pripagjaat i naodite od Demir Kapija (kat. 
br. 9) i Selce (kat. br. 2). Sokrivanjeto na ovie ostavi so pogolema sigurnost mozhe da bide povrzano so 
spomenatiot upad na Kutrigurite vo 559 godina. Vo toj kontekst, ne e zanemarliv nitu brojot na 
edinechnite naodi na shesnaesetnumiski frakcii otkrieni na arheoloshkite lokaliteti vo ovoj region, pa 
stanuva ochigledno deka vo ovoj period se sluchuvala intenzivna distribucija na tesalonikiski bakarni 

• The shortened version of this text was read at the XIV Intemational Numismatic Congress in Glasgow, 2009. 
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denominacii, najverojatno direktno povrzana so potrebata od podmiruvanje na troshocite za odbrana 
na drzhavata od upadite na varvarskite pleminja. 

Na teritorijata na Makedonija Sekunda dosega se registrirani 42 lokaliteti na koi se konstatirani 
edinechni naodi od prvata polovina na 6-ti vek (karta 1). Monetite na Anastasij I se prisutni na petnaeset 
lokaliteti, monetite na Justin I na sedum, eden naod na moneta od vremeto na sovladetelstvoto megju 
Justin i Justinijan I, i duri trieset i tri lokaliteti na koi se otkrieni moneti na Justinijan I. 

Do 538 godina dominanten snabduvach za Makedija Sekunda bila konstantinopolskata 
kovnica od kade shto vo najgolema mera bile isprakjani 40 numiski denominacii (tabela 1). Na ova 
mesto sakam da naglasam deka neprisustvoto na pomali denominacii vo ovoj period ne znachi i 
nepostoenje na lokalna trgovija so poevtini stoki. Rechisi redovna pojava na lokalitetite vo Makedonija 
Sekunda e otkrivanjeto na docnorimski moneti vo sloevi odredeni kako ranovizantiski, shto znachi 
deka paralelno so ranovizantiskite pari vo cirkulacija bile docnorimskite bronzeni moneti od 4. i 5. vek 
koi ja nadopolnuvale ovaa praznina. Po reformata na Justinijan vo 538 godina i intenziviranjeto na 
aktivnosta na Tesalonika, ovaa kovnica postepeno go prezela primatot vo snabduvanjeto na 
provincijata. Megju monetite ne se otkrieni 16 numii od t.n. primitiven stil, tuku najranite primeroci 
poteknuvaat od periodot po 538 godina. Od 552 godina, pa se do krajot na vladeenjeto na Justinijan, 
uchestvoto na tesaloniskite bakarni pari vo cirkulacijata iznesuva rechisi 100%, shto od edna strana 
govori za lokalniot karakter na trgovijata vo ovoj period, no i za reorganizacija na odbranata, koja shto 
vo poslednite desetina godini od vladeenjeto na Justinijan, se chini deka vo najgolem del ja socinuvalo 
lokalnoto naselenie. Imeno, Makedonija Sekunda e edna od retkite oblasti kade shto ima zgolemeno 
prisustvo na 16 numiski denominacii emituvani od Tesalonika, a koi vo najgolem del poteknuvaat od 
ostavite otkrieni vo pomali utvrdeni naselbi iii voeni utvrduvanja. Na istite lokaliteti kade shto se 
otkrieni ostavite, megju edinechnite naodi e dominantno prisustvoto tokmu na onaa denominacija. Od 
taa pricina, smetam deka postoi moznost lokalnata vojska da bila isplakjana so bakarni pari. 

Ako se sporedat rezultatite dobieni od analizata na kovnicite od monetite koi poteknuvaat od 
ostavi (grafikon 1) i onie od edinechni naodi (grafikon 2), se dobivaat slichni rezultati, bidejkji ostavite 
ne sodrzhat shtedeni pari, tuku niv gi sochinuvaat moneti koi bile povlecheni od optek i zasolneti. Isti 
kovnici se prisutni i vo dvata tipa na naodi, a malata prednost na konstantinopolskata kovnica megju 
monetite od ostavite e razbirliva koga se ima vo predvid faktot deka se raboti glavno za 40 numii koi se 
pogolemi i poteshko se gubat. Od ista prichina megju edinechnite naodi ima blago zgolemuvanje na 
monetite na Tesalonika, koi glavno se pomali denominacii, pa sledstveno na toa i polesno mozhat da se 
izgubat. Ostanatite istochni kovnici Nikomedija, Kizik i Antiohija imaat pomal procent na zastapenost, 
koj e voobichaen i za drugite provincii vo Ilirik, a prisustvoto na edinstvenata zapadna kovnica, 
Kartagina se tolkuva kako rezultat na dvizhenje na vojskata i nejzino prefrlanje od Italija na Balkanot. 

Vo pogled na zastapenosta na moneti koi bile emituvani od odredeni vladeteli, se 
zabelezhuvaat mali razliki pomegju edinechnite naodi i ostavite. Pokraj toa shto justinijanovite moneti 
se otkrieni na najgolem broj lokaliteti vo Makedonija Sekunda, tie se i kvantitativno najzastapeni. 
Vremeto na Justinijan od edna strana e vreme na prosperitet, zasileni gradezhni aktivnosti, no i vreme 
koga, kako rezultat na vojnite i zgolemenoto troshenje na pari zapochnale inflatorni procesi. I pokraj 
toa shto brojnosta na negovite moneti vo znachitelna merka gi nadminuva negovite prethodnici, 
vrednosta na parite koi cirkulirale vo Makedonija Sekunda bila namalena, shto moze da se zabelezhi na 
histogramot, preku kojshto e prikazhana koregirana frekvencija, pri shto vrednostite se izrazeni vo 
folesi (histogram 1). 

Vo glavniot grad na provincijata Makedonija Sekunda, Stobi, do sega ne utvrdeno postoenje 
na ranovizantiska ostava zasolneta vo vremeto na justinijanovoto vladeenje. Site sedum ostavi, dosega 
otkrieni, verojatno bile deponirani vo sredinata na osumdesetite godini na 6-ot vek. Tri ostavi, Stobi B 
(kat. br. 14)), Stobi C (kat. br. 15) i Stobi D (kat. br. 16) sodrzhat bakarni pari, a nivniot terminus post 
quem e 583/584 godina. Poslednite moneti vo ostavite Stobi E (kat. br. 17) i Stobi F (kat. br. 18) bile 
iskovani vo 584/585 godina i sudejkji spored zachuvanosta na monetite, mnogu brzo bile deponirani 
vo zemja. Na podnoto nivo, pod teguli, vo istata prostorija vo koja bil vkopan naodot Stobi F, otkriena e 
disperziranata ostava Stobi G (kat. br. 19), vo chija neposredna blizina se otkrieni: bronzen prsten, 
bronzena obetka, kvadraten vizantiski eksagij, fragment od koskena aplikacija, fragmenti od 
keramichki sad i morska shkolka. Edninstvenata ostava so zlatni pari od Stobi, Stobi A (kat. br. 13), vo 
svojot sostav ima pet solidi emituvani od Justinijan I i Justin II, no, bidejkji stanuva zbor za zlato 
smetam deka i taa bila zasolneta vo istiot period, okolu 584/585 godina. 

Prvite arheoloshki iskopuvanja vo Stobi bile prezemeni vo dvaesetite godini na 20-ot vek, no, 
od 2008 godina e zapochnato sistematsko istrazuvanje na severniot del na gradot, kade sto e 
konstatiano postoenje na privatni gradbi vo koi se ziveelo vo tekot na 6-ot vek. Edinechnite naodi, 
otkrieni na podnite nivoa vo istrazuvackoto pole 10 vo Stobi i nivniot kontekst, ja davaat rechisi istata 
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Early Byzantine coin circulation in Macedonia Secunda 

slika kako sostavot na ostavite (Tabela 2). lmeno, megju monetite koishto bile vo upotreba vo gradot, 
vo momentot koga toj nastradal pri avaro-slovenskiot napad, verojatno vo 584 iii 585 godina, prisutni 
se moneti na Justinijan I, Justin II, Tiberij i Mavrikij, zaklucno so 583-584 godina. Moneti na Anastasij 
i Justin I, do sega ne se otkrieni na podno nivo vo navedenoto istrazhuvachko pole, iako istite se 
otkrieni vo pogomite sloevi. Od prisustvoto na moneti na navedenite imperatori vo ostavite, najchesto 
eden iii dva primeroka, jasno e deka istite bile vo optek i vo devetata decenija na 6-ot vek. Pokraj toa, 
zaedno so ranovizantiskite moneti na podnite nivoa bea otkrieni mnoshtvo docnorimski bronzeni 
moneti od krajot na IV i V vek. Vo najgolem del, toa se AE4 denominacii na rimskite imperatori 
Teodosij I, Arkadij i Teodosij II, koishto bile vo paralelna cirkulacija so ranovizantiskite moneti. 

Pokraj ostavite od Stobi, koi verojatno bile deponirani vo 584-585 godina, na teritorijata koja vo 
vremeto na Justinijan i pripagala na provincijata Makedonija Sekunda, otkrieni se ushte osum ostavi. 
Ostavite Bashino Selo B (kat. br. 10) i Vojnica (kat. br. 12) imaat poran terminus post quem na 
deponiranje, 572-573, a ostavata Prilep B (kat. br. 25) neshto podocnezhen, od onie koishto poteknuvaat 
od Stobi, Bargala (kat. br. 23 i kat. br. 24), Baba (kat. br. 21 i kat. br. 22) i Prilep (kat. br. 20). 

Vo pogled na edinechnite naodi na teritorijata koja prethodno i pripagjala na Makedonija 
Sekunda, numizmatickata slika vo post justinijanoviot period e poinakva (karta 2). Osven Stobi i 
verojatno Bargala, na ostanatite lokaliteti, koi vo najgolem del se pomali utvrdeni naselbi, ima mnogu 
pomala zastapenost na edinechni naodi od ovoj period. Stanuva zbor za samo 32 registrirani moneti 
koi se naogjaat vo muzejskite zbirki. Dali pomalite naselbi bile napushteni po varvarskite napadi na 
krajot od vladeenjeto na Justinijan I iii samo distribucijata na monetite do ovie naselbi bila rechisi 
prekinata, vo ovoj momente teshko da se odgovori. Del od monetite na Justinijan, otkrieni vo pomalite 
tvrdini i naselbi, pred se 16 numiskite denominacii, verojatno bile izgubeni vo vremeto na negovoto 
vladeenje, bidejlrji kako shto e poznato, Justin II gi prekovuval ovie moneti i nivnoto prisustvo vo 
ostavite deponirani vo vremeto na Mavrikij e minimalno. Promenetata bezbednosna situacija, vremeto 
na opasnost, gi prisililo lugjeto da gi napushtat pomalite i voedno pomalku sigumi naselbi i spasot da 
go pobaraat vnatre vo dzhidinite na gradovite kakvi shto bile Stobi i Bargala. Takanarechenata 
posturbana faza vo ovie gradovi, mozhebi e rezultat tokmu na ova dvizhenje na naselenieto. 

So histogramot 2 e pretstavena frekvencijata na emisiite na bakami pari i na kovnicite na 
monetite koi poteknuvaat od ostavite deponirani vo postjustinijanoviot period. Sprotivno na maliot 
broj edinechni naodi na moneti, vo ostavite, koi vo najgolem del poteknuvaat od urbani naselbi, se 
zabelezuva zgolemeno prisustvo na moneti emituvani od Justin II, Tiberij i od Mavrikij. Poslednite 
emisii se najizrazeni, ne samo od prichina sto vo najgolem del se raboti za moneti od ostavi koi bile 
deponirani na krajot od vekot, tuku i zaradi mnogu pogolemoto prisustvo na parichna masa 
distribuirana do gradovite. 

Vo vremeto na Justin II (565-578), dominantna uloga vo distribucijata na bakarni pari na 
teritorijata na Makedonija imala tesalonikiskata kovnica. Pokraj nejzinite izdanija, megju naodite se 
zastapeni i primeroci emituvani od Konstantinopol, no i od chetiriesetnumiski denominacii 
proizveduvani vo istochnite vizantiski kovnici - Nikomedija, Kizik i Antiohija. Bidejlrji ovie monetni 
izdanija vo najgolem broj se otkrivaat samo kako del od zasolneti bogatstva, deponirani vo zemja vo 
sredinata na osumdesetite godini na 6-ot vek, mozhe da se pretpostavi deka ovie pari ne bile vo 
cirkulacija na teritorijata na Makedonija vo vremeto na nivnoto emituvanje, tuku deka nivnoto 
prisustvo vo najgolem del e povrzano so podocnezhnite transferi na vizantiski mobilni voeni edinici, 
prethodno stacionirani vo istochnite provincii. 

Vo tekot na vladeenjto na Tiberij (578-582) i na Mavrikij (582-602), Tesalonika bila 
edinstvenata kovnica od kade bile distribuirani bakami pari na teritorijata, kojashto prethodno i 
pripagjala na Makedonija Sekunda. Po 585-586 godina, produkcijata na pari na Tesalonika zapocnala 
da se namaluva. Poslednata bakama moneta od VI vek, otkriena na teritorija koja prethodno bila del 
od provincijata Makedonija Sekunda, e datirana vo 588-589 godina. Vo poslednite godini od vekot, ne 
samo Tesalonika, tuku i Konstantinopol, Nikomedija i Kizik imale namalena produkcija na pari, shto 
dopolnitelno zboruva za serioznosta na finansiska kriza, so kojashto Vizantija se soochila vo 
kvecherinata na 6-ti vek. 

In the beginning of the 6th century, the largest part of the territory of Republic of Macedonia entered 
the province of Macedonia Secunda. Its history began at the end of the 4th century, when the Roman province 
of Macedonia was administratively split into two parts: the south one became Macedonia Prima, while the 
north/north-west region was termed Macedonia Salutaris, encompassing alsa parts of Epirus Nova and 
Praevalitana. Macedonia Salutaris did nat survive for a very long period of time, and in the first decade of the 
5th century it's name ceased to appear in official documents. In the second half of the 5th century, the largest 
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part of the fonner Macedonia Salutaris became Macedonia Secunda (Papazoglu 1957 91-92). The ex:istence of 
two provinces, Macedonia Prima and Macedonia Secunda, is reported in Count Marcellinus' Chronicle, and 
the data refer to the years 482 and 512 (Marcellinus Comes V, 2; Marcellinus Comes X, 1; Croke 2001 51). 
Hierocles' Synecdemus written around 527, in the early reign of Justinian, also speaks of two separate 
provinces (Synecdemus 8). As it is evident from Nove/la 11, in 535 Macedonia Secunda was under the 
ecclesiastical jurisdiction of Catellianus, the Archbishop of Justiniana Prima (Novella XI). But, soon, the 
name of this province again disappeared from official documents and historical sources and in the Novella 
131 of 545, Macedonia Secunda is not mentioned among the listed provinces that received privileges from the 
Archbishop of Justiniana Prima (Novella CXXXI, Caput III). About 550, in his work De aedijiciis, Procopius 
infonns on the fortresses erected in Macedonia, but he does not make a distinction between Macedonia 
Prima and Macedonia Secunda (Procopius 1838 244-308). It seems that the administrative significance of 
the provinces began to decline in this period, and this is probably the reason why Procopius mentions only 
five out of the thirteen provinces existing in Illyricum; the rest are designated on the basis of the nearby 
major urban centres (Curta 2001 (2002) 124). As a resuit of the administrative reorganization that took place 
at the end of the reign of Justinian, Macedonia Secunda was divided among the surrounding provinces, and 
most probably, its largest part entered the new and sole province of Macedonia' (Zeiller 1918 365; Acta 
Concil. Oecum., Actio I, 13). 

The borderlines of Macedonia Secunda remain uncertain. In general, the territory covered the 
middle flow of Vardar River (Axius), the flow of Bregalnica River (Astibos) on the east and the flow of Cma 
River (Erigon) across Pelagonia on the west (Papazoglu 1957 93, Wiseman 1984 289). The capital was the 
city of Stobi, which was also the ecclesiastical centre of the province. Besides Stobi, Hierocles mentions seven 
other cities (Synecdemus 8), of which only Bargala and Argos have been ubicated; the rest - Pelagonia, 
Eustraion, Kelainidion, Armonia and Zapara are still subject of scholarly debate. 

Besides the urban centres, the archaeological excavations and field surveys have confirrned the 
existence of around 150 Early Byzantine small fortified sites, mining settlements, fortified mountain refuges, 
guards, as well as small number of military fortresses that accommodated mobile military troops (MikulCic 
1996 20). 

Inability to precisely determine the date when Macedonia Secunda ceased to exist as a separate 
administrative unit, added by the fact that the late 61h century hoards still contained coins from the beginning 
of the century, imposes a discussion that should include finds from the whole of the 6th century. The 
significant number of coins incorporated in this study would hopefully better appropriate the statistica} 
analysis used to outline the circulation pattems for the discussed region. 

Nine Early Byzantine hoards dated in the period of Justinian's reign have been reported to originate 
from the historical area of Macedonia Secunda. There is no hoard with an earlier date of deposition and this 
seems understandable in the view of the fact that the early 6th century was a relatively peaceful period in 
tenns of wars and major politica} disturbances, while the incursions recorded by ancient authors probably 
did not leave any serious consequences in the life of the province2 (Marcellinus Comes 939-940 ). At the very 
end of the fourth decade of the 6th century the situation began to shift as the Barbarians were crossing the 
Danube Limes more frequently. In consequence, their attacks on the Late Roman fortifications provoked 
more regular concealment of personal properties. The earliest find is actually the Oreshe hoard (Cat. no. 1) 
which, according to the contents, can he dated in 537-538, and interpreted as an event related to the 
incursion of the Kutrigurs of 539-540 (Popovic 1978 596-648). 

In the next two decades, the territory of Macedonia Secunda probably remained outside the perils of 
any major attack of the Barbarians.3(MikulCic 1996 25th; KeramitCiev 1961 53-64). In fact, it was a period of 

1 According to Zeiller, after 545, the city Stobi, and probably the whole of Macedonia Secunda, became part of Dardania, a 
conclusion based on the fact that at the Ecumenica! Council in Constantinople of 553 the Bishop Phocas was mentioned as 
speaking on behalf of the absent bishop of Justiniana Prima and morover, because of the fact that he was described as 
"Phocas Staliensis prouinciae Praevaliensis" (Acta Concil. Oecum., Actio I, 13.). However, F. Papazoglou (Papazoglou 1957 96) 
expressed an oppinion that this person should not be equated with Phocas Stobiensis. One could suggest that the proposal 
on considering Stobi as a part of the province Dardania is erroneus, because of the prevailing coin circulation pattern in this 
region, as well; namely, the Thessalonican 16 nummi denominations have been concentrated mostly in a region, which, 
prior to 545, for the most part, belonged to Macedonia Secunda. 

2 It is about the intrusion of the Gath horsemen's chronicle Comes Marcellinus, which noted the ravage of both Macedonias, 
Thessaly and Old Epirus. 

3 The intrusions of 548 and 550/51, did not threaten the territory which now enters the Republic of Macedonia. The hoard 
from the village of Selce, Prilep, is not fully preserved, even though the !atest coin is of 551-552, its concealment probably 
took place a little later. 
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emphasized building activities, related to erecting new fortifications or restoring the old ones for the purpose 
of improving the existing defense system, and of course, of halting the Barbarians' progress to the south and 
particularly, the advance towards Thessalonica. 

For the same reason, between 535 and 540, the provinces were reorganized and the new Illyricum 
capital Justiniana Prima was established in 535. The activii)' of the Thessalonican mint was intensified, too. 
It began to issue larger quantities of coins, mainly small copper denominations that constituted major 
element in the local coin circulation. However, modest number coins of Carthage also penetrated in the 
region, and it seems that these coins witness the movements of the Belisarius's arrny after their returning in 
Macedonia and Thrace from Africa through Italy around year 540-541 (Jurukova 1964 7-9; Kondijanov 1994 
75-84). 

Going back for the incursions, in 559, as it was noted by Agathias, there was yet another organized 
attack of the Hunnic Kutrigurs. (Agathias V 11-23). The question on the absence of coin hoards that could be 
related to this event has been subject of several scholarly discussions4 (Curta 1996 (1998) 100-102). Mainly, 
it was used as an example to show that sometime even a major military event could not possibly provoke an 
assumed series of wealth hoardings on a given territory, as it îs indeed the case with the region that once 
entered the provinces of Illyricum and Thrace. 

However, the historical territory of Macedonia Secunda has revealed a number of hoards that 
actually directly testify for the raids of the Kutrigurs of 559. The only hoard of gold coins, which could be 
questionably close to this event, was discovered at the site of Brestovi în the area of the village of Smojmirovo 
as a chance find. This site has not been archeologically explored, but the field survey has shown that it was a 
Late Antique settlement (Sanev 1996 15). The hoard contains five solidi issued by Justinian I, four of which 
are from Constantinopolean mint and one from Thessalonica, and it has a terminus post quem of 542-565 
(Cat. no. 3). 

With regard to the hoards containg copper coinage, the picture becomes more precise and much 
clearer. Namely, hoards from Vodovrati (Cat. no. 4 ), Skachinci (Cat. no. 5), Popadija (Cat. no. 6), Drenovo 
(Cat. no. 7), and Stepanci (Cat. no. 8), all terminate with different variants of 16 nummi issues dated within a 
time span of ten years, i.e. between 552 and 562. One could probably add to this group and the finds from 
Demir Kapija (Cat. no. 9) and Selce (Cat. no. 2), too.s(Grbic 1929 56-57; Keramitciev 196ia 53-68; Aleksova 
1955 17-18; Procopius De Aedificiis IV. 1). Concealment of all these hoards can be considered a resuit of the 
Kutrigurs' raid of 559 with more certainzy. However, the number of single finds of 16 nummi fractions from 
the same region îs not to be underestimated, as well. Their presence în both, urban centers and smaller 
settlements, but also în the forts, suggests that they played significant role în the economic life of the local 
population6(Metcalf 1976 12). 

Generally, the coin circulation în Macedonia Secunda în the first half of the 6th century îs well
attested. Apart from the wide use of 16 nummi fractions in the period between 538 and 562, the circulation of 
other copper denominations is also present, the last been judged by the evidence provided from the 
archeological excavations and surveys. 

So far, copper single finds have been registered at 42 sites (Map 1). The coins of Anastasius were 
discovered at 15 sites, the coins of Justin I at 7 and a coin from the joint reign of Justin and Justinian at 1. 

About 33 sites have yield coins of Justinian (Keramitciev 1961 115; KeramitCiev 1978 158; Trajkovski 1983 
141; Mikulcic 1987177-194; Petacki 2002b 71-79). 

Until 538, the predominant cash supplier of Macedonia Secunda was Constantinoplean mint, and în 
this respect, a considerable number of 40 nummi denominations were sent bere (Table 1). However, the 
smaller presence of low denominations was substituted with the use of Late Roman bronze coins, and this 
can be confirrned at many archeological sites. Namely, the presence of Late Roman coins in strata defined as 
Early Byzantine ones appears to be almost a regular phenomenon at the sites în Macedonia Secunda, clearly 

4 According to F. Curta, one should expect that a military incursion, as the one of the Kutrigurs in 559, should have caused 
much more hoardings. Yet, as there are only few registered finds ofthis kind, their deposition should be rather linked to the 
current inflationary trends in the Early Byzantine Economy. 

s These hoards originate from smaller forts, ones probably built during the reign Justinian, when not only a number of new 
defensive settlements were established, but also, according to Procopius, even the small villages were turned into small 
fortifications. If we draw conclusions upon the hoard evidence of this period, it seems that these small fortifications actually 
were the only ones to suffer, that is to say, the absence of hoards in the urban centers suggests that during this period of 
unrest, the urban settelements managed to survive the raids. 

6 According to Metcalf, increased military activities were the cause of intensification of coin production at Thessalonica. 
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pointing to a conclusion that there was a parallel use of Early Byzantine and Late Roman bronze coins of 4th 
and 5th century. 

Table I - Single finds from the first half of 6th century. 

RulerfYear CON NIKO KYZ TES ANT CAR Total 

Anastasius 17M; tK; tE 

5I2-5I7 I7M; IK IE 

Justin I 14M; 2K 

5I8-522 IOM IM 

522-527 2M 2M;2K 

Justinand IM tM Justinian 

Justinian I 27M; 2K; 
55 IS; 5H; tE 

527-537 
I4M; 2K; 2M IE 

537-538 M 

538-539 IM 

540-54I IM 

544-545 
IM 

547-548 
IM 

548-549 M M 

552-553 M 

554-555 
IM 

555-556 
IM 

556-557 
IM 

538-562 
5IS; 
5H 

After the Justinian reforrn, activity of the Thessalonican mint was rapidly intensified, and it 
gradually took over the primate in supplying the province with coins. The I6 nummi of so-called "primitive 
style" are not detected among the finds from this region; actually, the earliest examples were minted only 
after 538. From 552 until the end of Justinian reign, the participation of Thessalonica copper denominations 
in the coin circulation was almost 100%, which itself probably indicates the provincial character of the trade 
in this period, on the one hand, but on the other, it certainly reflects the activities related to the changes in 
the state defense policies. Following the existing numismatic evidence, it seems that the local population 
constituted the only element in the arrny troops responsible for the defense of this region in the last ten years 
of Justinian's reign. In fact, Macedonia II, and probably Macedonia I too, were the main circulating area for 
the I6 nummi denominations issued in Thessalonica, and as observed for the territory of Macedonia II, they 
mostly come from hoards found in smaller fortified sites or military fortifications. Such geographic 
distribution, seen in the context of the contemporary historical circumstances, implies a conclusion that the 
local soldiers oflower ranks had been paid out in copper coins. 
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Chart 1 - Coin hoards. 

Chart 2 - Single finds. 

The respective mint frequencies of the coins that come from hoards (Chart 1) and those found as 
single finds (Chart 2) show similar results, suggesting that these hoards do not represent long term-savings, 
but rather reflect a cross-section of contemporary distribution patterns. The same mints are present in both 
types of finds, and the small prevalence of the Constantinople mint in the hoards is understandable in the 
view of the notion that the 40 nummi were more preferred value for storage. With the single finds, it is 
noticeable that the Thessalonican coins, mainly the smaller denominations, outnumber the rest. The other 
eastern mints of Nicomedia, Cyzicus and Antioch are less present, and this pattern can be observed in the 
other provinces of Illyricum, as well; the presence of the only western mint of Carthage is probably related to 
the movement of the army and its transfer from Carthage, via Italy, to the Balkans (Jurukova 1964 7-9). 

The Justinian's coins are found at the largest number of sites once belonging to Macedonia Secunda, 
and those coins are quantitatively the most common, too. The period of reign of Justinian was not only a 
time of prosperity and increased building activities, but also a time when inflation processes began due to the 
increased public spending related to the military activities. However, although the number of Justinian coins 
largely outnumbers the ones of his predecessors, the value of the money that circulated in Macedonia 
Secunda during his reign was significantly decreased, as seen from the histogram bellow (Graph 1). 

,----2~ --- -------=------_. --------------- -- -~---~-- ---- --- -1 

20 

I~ 

JO 

r--- ~. __. --r, v. r- o. - ,..,..., v, r· ?. - ...r-, v. r-- o. - ,..,..., or. 1- o. - ,..,..., ir. r o. -
O O - - - - - rl rl rt r1 <"I --r, ...,..., M"', ,...,..., ,..,..., -ţ -t -ţ -ţ -ţ •r, •r, •r. v. •r. \O 
•r, •I". or . v. v. v. v . v. V. V, V, v. v. or. ir. V, v. l/'. v. v . V, V, •r. V. •r . .,., or, v. 

• C:\R. 

•ANT 

•TES 

~ CYZ 

•NIC 

•CON 

Graph 1 - Corrected frequency of emissions and mints in hoards deposited between 
527-565 (values are expressed in folles). 

I 

l
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No hoard deposited during the reign of Justinian has been discovered yet in Stobi. Ali the hoards 
found there were probably deposited in the middle of the eighties of the 6th century. Three finds, Stobi B ( Cat. 
no. 14), Stobi C (Cat. no. 15), and Stobi D (Cat. no. 16) contain copper coins, and their tenninus post quem is 
583-584. The latest coins in the hoards Stobi E (Cat. no. 17) and Stobi F (Cat. no. 18) were minted in 584-
585, and judging upon the levei of preservation, it seems that they were deposited very soon after they lefi the 
mint. At the floor levei, under roof tiles, in the same room where Stobi F was found, a despearsed treasury 
(Stobi G Cat. no. 19) also appeared, along with a bronze ring, bronze ear-ring, square exagium, a fragment of 
bone application, fragments of ceramic bowl and a sea shell, that were also discovered in its immediate 
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vicinity. The only gold coin hoard from Stobi, Stobi A (Cat. no. I3), is composed of five solidi issued during 
Justinian I and Justin II reign, probably having the same date of concealment. 

The recent archeological excavations undertaken at Stobi have provided new evidence with regard to 
the Early Byzantine coin-circulation in the Balkan urban settlements. The campaign of 2008-10, focused on 
the exploration of the northern part of the city, has shown the existence of private dwelling complex from the 
61h century. The single finds discovered at the floor layers of the houses in the Research Field 10, has given 
almost an identica} picture to the one gained by the hoard evidence (Table 2). Indeed, among the coins in use 
in the city in the moment when it suffered the Avar and Slavic attacks of around 584-585, those of Justinian 
I, Justin II, Tiberius and Maurice, ending in year 583-584, constitute the main circulating element. No coins 
of Anastasius and Justin I have been discovered so far on the floor level of the buildings situated in this part 
of the city, even though they occurred in the upper archaeological layers. The presence of coins of these 
emperors in the hoards, mostly one or two specimens, confirms that they were still in active circulation even 
in the ninth decade of the 61h century. Moreover, alongside the Early Byzantine coins, many Late Roman 
bronze coins from the end of 4th and 5th century were discovered on the floor levels. Predominantly, these are 
AE4 of the Roman emperors Theodosius I (379-395), Arcadius (395-408) and Theodosius II (408-450), a 
reason to conclude that they were in parallel circulation with the Early Byzantine coins. 

Table 2 - Stobi - single finds in a domestic context. 

Ruler/Year CON KYZ TES Archaeological context Total 
Justinian I 2M; 5IS; tH 

527-537 IM under the roof tiles 
548-549 IM under the roof tiles 
538-552 IH destruction layer 

2 IS floor level 

552-562 I IS destruction layer 

I IS 
under the roof tiles 
+ 46 late roman AE 

562-565 IK floor level 
Justin II toK 
566-567 IK floor leve} 
567-568 IK floor leve} 

569-570 3K floor leve} 

570-57I IK floor level 
57I-572 IK floor leve} 

574-575 2K floor level 

577-578 IK floor level 
Tiberius 2K 

578-579 2K floor leve} 
Maurice 3K 

2K floor level 
583-584 

IK in the roof tiles layer 

Apart from Stobi ones, eight more hoards have been discovered on the territory that once belonged 
to Macedonia Secunda. Within this group, Bashino Selo B (Cat. no. 10) and Vojnica (Cat. no. I2) hoards have 
an earlier date of deposition, while the Prilep B hoard (Cat. no. 25) is slightly later. Bargala A (Cat. no. 23) 
and C (Cat. no. 24), Baba A (Cat. no. 2I) and B (Cat. no. 22), and Prilep A (Cat. no. 20) hoards all terminate 
in the same period of 583-85 (Hadji-Maneva 2009 47-56). 

With respect to the single finds, the numismatic picture for the coin circulation in the post-Justinian 
period is a different one. Besides Stobi and Bargala perhaps, the other sites, which are rather smaller fortified 
settlements, have shown significantly diminished presence of coins, in general (Map 2). The museum 
collections are in possession of only 32 such coins. At this point, it is difficult to answer whether the smaller 
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settlements were abandoned after the Barbarie attacks at the end of the reign of Justinian I or the less likely, 
coin distribution to these settlements had simply stopped. Some of the Justinian coins, found in the smaller 
forts and settlements, especially 16 nummi denominations, were probably lost as early as the time of his 
reign, because, as it is known, these coins were withdrawn from circulation around 570. For example, their 
presence in the hoards concealed at the time of Maurice (582-602) is minimal. The altered circumstances in 
times of crisis forced people to leave the smaller and less secure settlements and seek shelter within the walls 
of cities such as Stobi and Bargala. The so-called post-urban phase of these cities was perhaps induced by 
such population movements. 
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Graph 2 - Frequency of the issues of copper coins and mints from the hoards deposited 
in the post-Justinian's period. 

The Graph 2 presents the frequency of the issues of copper coins and mints from the hoards 
deposited in the post-Justinian's period. Contrary to the reduced number of single finds, an increased 
presence of coins issued by Justin II, Tiberius (578-582) and Maurice (582-602) could he noticed in the 
hoards from the urban settelments. The last issues are the most frequent ones, and this could he probably 
related to the increased coin distribution to the cities, if compared with the previous one. 

During the reign of Justin II, the Thessalonican mint again played a dominant role in the 
distribution of copper coins in the Macedonian territory. Besides them, there are also specimens issued in 
Constantinople, but also, and 40 nummi denominations from the eastern Byzantine mints of Nicomedia, 
Cyzicus and Antioch. Since these coins are mainly found in hoards deposited in the mid-eighties of the 61h 

century, one could suggest that they came to Macedonia as a result of the subsequent transfers of Byzantine 
mobile military units, previously stationed in the eastern provinces. 

During the reigns of Tiberius and Maurice, Thessalonikan mint was the only place where from 
copper coins were distributed to the Macedonian inland regions. After 585-586, the production of 
Thessalonikan coins began to decrease. The last copper coin from the 6th century, discovered on the territory 
that had previously been part of Macedonia Secunda, has been dated in 588-589. In the last years of the 
century, not only Thessalonica, but also Constantinople, Cyzicus and Nicomedia had reduced their coin 
production. These observations additionally speak of the severity of the financial crisis Byzantium was 
experiencing in the twilight of the 6th century as a result of the repeated wars that seriously drained treasure 
of the state. 
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Map 1 - Sites where single-finds where discovered (Anastasius to Justinian). 
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Map 2 - Sites where single-finds where discovered (Justin II to Maurice). 
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Map 3 - Sites where the 61h century hoards were found within the territory of Macedonia Secunda. 

CATALOG UE 

1.0RESHE 
Content: AE (50), 507/12-537/38 
Rulers: Anastasius, Justin I, Justin and Justinian, Justinian I 
Mints: Constantinople, Nicomedia, Antioch 
Denominations: 40 nummi, 20 nummi 
Context: The hoard was accidentally discovered at Grkovec site, in the area of the Oreshe village, Veles, in 
1953. The survey has shown remains of a settlement without fortification. 
Location: National Museum - Veles 
Bibliography: Petacki 1996 87-93; Morrisson et alii 2006 207. 

Mint 

Ruler Date of issue CON NIC ANT ? Total 

M : K M M M 

507/12 1 

Anastasius 512/17 
. 

3 7 
517/18 3 

Justin I 
518/22 18 

522/27 5 1 1 
25 

Justin and Justinian 527 2 2 

527/29 1 

Justinian I 
527/32 3 1 

532/37 8 
14 

537/38 1 . 

? ? 
• 

2 2 

Total 46 1 1 2 50 
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2.SELCE 
Content: AE (213+ ), 507/12-551/52 
Rulers: Anastasius, Justin I, Justinian I 
Mints: Constantinople, Antioch, Thessalonica 
Denominations: 40 nummi, 20 nummi 
Context: The hoard was accidentally discovered in 1929 in Suva Livada site, within the area of the village of 
Selce, Prilep. It probably contained 600-1000 specimens, of which 212 Early Byzantine coins were purchased 
by the Archaeological Museum. According to M. Grbic (Grbic GSND 1929, 51) hoard alsa contained 18 Late 
Roman coins. The coins were placed in a textile bag and hidden in a 0.30 x 0.30 x 0.25 walled space with 
stane slabs. 
Bibliography: Aleksova 1955 17-18; KeramitCiev 196ia 53-68; Morrisson et alii 2006 208-209. 
Location: Museum of Macedonia. 

Ruler 
Date 

of issue 
M 

Anastasius 512/18 27 
518/22 

Justin I 44 
522/27 27 
527/32 6 

527/37 
532/37 68 

536/37 
537/38 
539/40 2 

Justinian I 540/41 1 

541/42 1 

542/43 2 

543/44 1 

544/45 2 

545/46 
549/50 1 

551/52 
? 

Total 

3. SMOJMIROVO 
Content: AV (5); 527/37-542/65 
Ruler: Justinian I 

CON 

' 

' 

l 
. 

' 

' 

' 

185 

Mints: Constantinople, Thessalonica 
Denomination: solidus 

TES 
K M 
1 

3 

2 

3 

Mint I 
CYZ NIC ANT CAR ? Total 
M M M K I I 

-+-==t- 2_2_ 
1 

7 1 -J 82 
I 

·--r----- t-----

-r-----

9 

-1 1 
-1 

1 I 
-- r-----

--- 100 

- ~--

1 

1 

1 
2 2 

2 18 2 1 2 213 

Context: The hoard represents a chance find, discovered in 1951, in the village of Smojmirovo, Berovo. 
Location: Institute for Preserving Cultural Monuments and National Museum - Shtip 
Bibliography: Sanev 1996 15. 

Mint ----i 

Ruler Date of issue CON TES Total 
Sol 

527/37 2 
Justinian I 537/42 1 5 

542/65 1 1 = Total 4 1 
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4. VODOVRATI 
Content: AE (21); 351/55-552/62 
Rulers: Constantius II, Arcadius, Honorius, Theodosius II, Leo I, Justinian I 
Mints: Cyzicus, Thessalonica, Sinnium 
Denominations: Late Roman nummi, 16 nummi 
Context: The hoard was discovered at the site of Vi din Grad, in the area of the village of Vodovrati, Veles. 
Location: Ss. CyTil and Methodius University, Faculty of Philosophy 

Ruler 
Date of issue 

Constantius II 351/55 
Arcadius 383/88 
Honorius 391/401 

Theodosius II 408/23 
Leo I 457/74 

? 5th cent. 

Justinian I 538/52 
552/62 
538/62 

Total 

5. SKACHINCI 
Content: AE (203); 512/17-552/62 
Rulers: Anastasius, Justin I, Justinian I 

Mint 
TES CYZ SIRM 

Late Roman AE3,4 
1 

1 

1 

Early Byzantine coins 
IS 

4 
6 

3 
14 1 1 

Mints: Constantinople, Nicomedia, Cyzicus, Antioch, Thessalonica 
Denominations: 40 nummi, 20 nummi, 16 nummi, 8 nummi and exagium 

? Total 

1 2 
1 

1 1 
1 

1 1 
2 2 

13 

5 21 

Context: The hoard was discovered during the field survey in 1996, at the Kale site, within the area of the 
village Skachinci, Veles. In addition to the coins, one exagium was alsa present. 
Location: Museum of Macedonia 
Bibliography: Lilcic, Adzievski 1999 73-82. 

Date 
Mint 

Ruler 
of issue 

CON NIC CYZ ANT TES Total 
M M 'K M M K IS H 

Anastasius 
512/17 14 [ 

16 
517/18 2 

Justin I 
518/22 16 3 1 1 

522/27 8 1 
30 

527/37 23 1 

529/32 1 

537/38 1 1 

538/39 1 1 . 

539/40 1 

Justinian I 538/52 • 40 •7 
157 

540/41 1 1 

541/42 1 

543/44 1 1 
552/62 48 7 
544/45 3 
545/46 1 • . 
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548/49 2 

552/53 
518/37 4 
538/62 

Total 78 

6.POPADIJA 
Content: AE (32); 507/12-552/62 
Rulers: Anastasius, Justin I, Justinian I 
Mints: Constantinople, Cyzicus, Thessalonica 
Denominations: 40 nummi, 16 nummi 

I 
I 1 

: 

9 

6 ·3 
112 203 

Context: The hoard has been accidentally discovered in the area of the village of Popadija, Kavadarci. 
Location: National Bank of the Republic of Macedonia, inv. no. 02/1/23. 

Ruler Date of issue 

Anastasius 
507/12 
512/17 

Justin I 518/22 

527/37 
537/38 
538/52 

Justinian I 
540/41 
541/42 

543/44 
552/62 
538/62 

Total 

7.DRENOVO 
Content: AE (14); 518/22-552/62 
Rulers: Justin I, Justinian I 
Mints: Constantinople, Thessalonica 

Mint 
CON CYZ TES 

M M IS 
1 

3 
5 
6 
1 

2 
1 

3 
2 1 

6 
1 

22 1 9 

Context: The hoard was discovered in the area of the village of Drenovo, Kavadarci. 
Location: Museum and the Institute-Prilep. 

Ruler 

Justin I 

Justinian I 

Total 

8.STEPANCI 
Content: AE (4+ ); 538/52-552/62 
Ruler: Justinian I 
Mint: Thessalonica 
Denomination: 16 nummi 

Date of issue 

518/22 
538/52 
552/62 

Mint 
CON TES 

M IS 
1 

7 
6 

1 13 

Total 

4 

5 

23 

32 

Total 

1 

13 

14 

Context: The hoard was discovered in 195o's at the site of "Ivkov grob", 1.5 km far from the village of 
Stepanci. The total number of specimens in the hoard is unknown. 
Location: National Museum - Veles 
Bibliography: Petacki 2002a 53-56. 
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Ruler Date of issue 

Justinian I 538/52 
552/62 

Total 

9. DEMIR KAPIJA 
Content: AE(127?); 512/17-568/69 (?) 
Rulers: Anastasius, Justin I, Justinian I, Justin II 
Mints: Constantinople, Thessalonica, Antioch 

Mint 
TES 
IS 
2 
2 

4 

Denominations: 40 nummi, 20 nummi, 16 nummi, 10 nummi, 8 nummi 
Context: The hoard has been accidentally discovered in the region of Demir Kapija. 
Location: Ohridska Banka, inv. no. 04/21/1 
Bibliography: Grozdanov et alii (eds.) 2006 254-256. 

Mint 
Ruler Date of issue CON TES 

M IS I H 
Anastasius 512/17 2 

Justin I 518/22 1 

527/37 1 

527/29 
Justinian I 538/52 57 

552/62 43 1 

538/62 20 
Justin II 568/69 1(?) 

Total 4 120 ' 1 (?) 1 

10. VOJNICA 
Content: AE (82); 512/17-572/73 
Rulers: Anastasius, Justin I, Justin and Justinian, Justinian I, Justin II 

Total 

4 

4 

ANT Total 
K 

2 

1 

1 

124 

1 126+1 

Mints: Constantinople, Nicomedia, Cyzicus, Antioch, Thessalonica, Imitative mint (Thessalonica) 
Denominations: 40 nummi, 20 nummi 
Context: The hoard has been accidentally discovered in the area of the village of Vojnica, Veles. 
Circumstances of discovery are not known. 
Location: National Bank of the Republic of Macedonia, inv. no. 03/1/L 
Bibliography: Morrisson et alii 2006 210-211; Hadzi-Maneva 2007 459-477. 

Mint 
Ruler Date of issue CON NIC CYZ ANT 

M K M I K M M[ 

Anastasius 
512/17 2 2 ' 

517/18 1 

518/22 3 ' ' Justin I 
522/27 ! ' 1 

Justin and 
Justinian 527 1 

527/37 i ' 1 1 

529 ' 2 

Justinian I 537/38 3 : 

539 ' ! 

539/40 1 
' 
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TES Total 
K K 

5 

4 

1 

23 
1 
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541/42 
542/43 
544/45 
545/46 
550/51 

554/55 
557/58 
562/63 
563/64 
564/65 
565/66 
566/67 
567/68 

Justin II 
568/69 
569/70 
570/71 
571/72 
572/73 

Imitation 
Total 

11. BASHINO SELO A 
Content: AE (25) 

2 
1 

1 

1 
1 

7 

Maja Hadji-Maneva 

2 ; 

I 
1 

1 

i 
I i 1 

. 1 
2 

' 2 
1 5 

10 

' 8 
48 

I 10 

1 2 
1 : 

: 1 

1 
: 1 1 

29 5 2 3 43 82 

Context: In the region of village of Bashino Selo, area ofVeles, at the site Teke, there has been found a hoard 
composed of bronze coins of the IV and V centucy, and also coins of Anastasius and Justinian I. Its terminus 
post quem can not reliably determined. 
Bibliography: KeramitCiev 1961b 115; Morrisson et alii 2006 205-206. 

12. BASHINO SELO B 
Content: AE (20); 527/37-572/73 
Rulers: Justinian I, Justin II 
Mints: Constantinople, Thessalonica, Imitative mint (Thessalonica) 
Denominations: 20 nummi, 16 nummi 
Context: The hoard was accidentally discovered in the area of Bashino Selo, area ofVeles. 
Location: Private collection 
Bibliography: Morrisson et a/ii 2006 206; Hadzi-Maneva 2007 459-477. 

Mint 
Ruler Date of issue CON TES 

K K IS 

Justinian I 527/37 1 

552/62 2 

565/66 1 

567/68 3 
568/69 2 I 

Justin II 569/70 2 

570/71 1 2 

571/72 1 

572/73 2 I 

565/73 2 
Imitation 568/69 1 

Total 2 18 
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16 
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13. STOBIA 
Content: AV (5); 542/65-567/78 
Rulers: Justinian I, Justin II 
Mints: Constantinople 
Denomination: solidi 
Context: The hoard was discovered north of the Episcopal Basilica, at Stobi in 1932. 
Location: National Museum, Belgrade 
Bibliography: Radic, Ivanisevic 2006 106, 126, cat. nos. 221, 224, 362, 363, 369; Morrisson et alii 2006 209. 

I 

Mint 
Ruler Date of issue CON 

Sol 
Justinian I 542/65 2 
.Justin II 567/78 3 

BK)'TIHO 5 

14.STOBIB 
Content: AE 9 (late roman); AE 71 (early byzantine); 522/27-583/84 
Rulers: Valens, Valentinianus I, Justin I, Justinian I, Justin II, Tiberius, Maurice 
Mints: Constantinople, Nicomedia, Cyzicus, Thessalonica 
Denominations: late roman nummi, 40 nummi, 20 nummi, 16 nummi 

Total 

2 

3 
5 

Context: The hoard was discovered during the archaeological excavations in 1981, in the public bath called 
"Casino", in Section Six. The coins were placed in a pot, placed in a pit under the pool. 
Location: National Museum - Veles. 
Bibliography: MikulCic 2003 116; Morrisson et alii 2006 209-210 

Mint 
Ruler Date of issue CON NIC CYZ TES Total 

M K M M K IS 
Justin I 522/27 1 

' 
1 2 

538/39 1 

Justinian I 
552/62 1 

563/64 1 4 

564/65 1 

565/66 1 

566/67 1 

568/69 4 
569/70 5 
570/71 : 1 

Justin II 
571/72 5 

48 
572/73 ' 1 

574/75 I 1 1 2 

575/76 1 

576/77 1 

577/78 5 
565/78 19 

578 1 

Tiberius II 578/79 1 

580/81 ' 
8 

3 
578/82 3 

Maurice 
583/84 4 6 
582/84 2 
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? 3 3 
Total 3 1 1 66 71 

15. STOBIC 
Content: AE (367); 583/84 or 584/85 
Context: The hoard was discovered in 2005, in the western room of Peristerius Palace in Stobi. It contains 
367 coins, two silver crosses, a silver keyring and necklace made of glass paste. Nearby, on about 1 m distance 
from the find, 24 coins were found and they may have been part of the same hoard. 
Location: National Conservation Centre, Skopje 

16.STOBID 
Content: AE (169); 583/84 or 584/85 
Denominations: 40 nummi (45) and 20 nummi (124) 
Context: The hoard was discovered in 2005, in the Peristerius Palace, in Stobi. 
Location: National Conservation Centre, Skopje 

17.STOBIE 
Content: AE (54); 555/56-584/85 
Rulers: Justinian I, Justin II, Tiberius, Maurice 
Mints: Constantinople, Thessalonica, Cyzicus 
Denominations: 40 nummi, 20 nummi 
Context: The hoard was discovered during the archaeological excavations in 2009, in the northern part of 
the city (Research Field 10, Sector 74, 17 Square). According to the context of discovery, it is deposited hoard. 
Location: N ational Institution for Management of the Archaeological Site of Stobi 

Mint 
Ruler Date of issue CON TES CYZ Total 

M K K K 

545/46 1 

Justinian I 557/58 1 

562/63 
: 1 4 

563/64 1 

565/68 1 

566/67 2 

567/68 1 

568/69 4 
569/70 3 

Justin II 572/73 : 1 

573/74 1 
' 

2 
25 

574/75 I 1 3 
575/76 
576/77 2 I 1 

577/78 : 2 

574/78 1 

578/79 6 

Tiberius II 580/81 ' 3 10 

581/82 1 

582/83 ' 2 

583/84 ' 
11 

Maurice 
584/85 

15 
1 

582/84 I 1 

? 566/67 or 583/84 ' 
2 2 

Total 4 2 49 1 56 
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18. STOBIF 
Content: AE (379); 512/17 - 584/85 
Rulers: Anastasius I, Justin I, Justinian I, Justin II, Tiberius, Maurice 
Mints: Constantinople, Nicomedia, Cyzicus, Thessalonica, Antioch Mint, Imitative Mint. 
Denominations: 40 nummi, 20 nummi 
Context: The hoard was discovered during the archaeological excavations in 2009, in the northern part of 
Stobi (Research Field 10, Sector 74, Square E4), in a room next to the northwest wall of Stobi. The coins were 
kept in a textile bag. 
Location: National Institution for Management of the Archaeological Site of Stobi 

of 
Mint Total 

Ruler 
Date 

CON NIC CY.l TES ANT MMI 
issue 

M K M IK M IK K M K 
Anastasius 512/17 2 : 2 . 

Justin I 
518/22 1 

' 522/27 4 
5 

527/37 7 2 
' 537/38 1 . 

539/40 2 1(539) 
540/41 1 i 
541/42 1 

542/43 1 

543/44 
• 

2 

544/45 2 1 i • 1 

546/47 1 
• • 

Justinian I 548/49 1 i 35 
550/51 1 : 

551/52 I 1 ' 
552/53 . • 1 

554/55 1 
. 

556/57 1 i 1 

557/58 1 

563/64 1 

564/65 
: 2 

562/65 1 
565/66 : 2 
566/67 1 

' 
4 

567/68 4 
568/69 3 26 
569/70 1 2 i 16 

570/71 2 :2 5 ' 1 5 
Justin II 571/72 1 1 2 1 2 

' 
6 

572/73 ' 77 2 1 5 
573/74 4 1 i 4 
574/75 2 1 1 i 29 
575/76 ' ' 9 

' 
576/77 1 . 3 
577/78 1 i 25 
578/79 

. : 47 
579/80 . 12 

Tiberius II 580/81 
. 

18 
581/82 I 14 3 

578/82 • 2 
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582/83 ' I 19 
Maurice 583/84 ' I 37 

584/85 ' 
1 7 

Justin II or 
Tiberius 

10 
1 

Total 41 4 18 3 6 3 302 1 
So 

19. STOBIG 
Content: AE 31 (early byzantine and roman coins) 
Context: The hoard was discovered during the archaeological excavations in 2009 in northern part of Stobi 
(Research Field 10, Sector 74, Square E4), in a roorn next to the northwest wall of Stobi. It was found on the 
floor levei under roof tiles, in the sarne room where the hoard Stobi F occurred. Close to the coins, a bronze 
ring, bronze ear-ring, square Byzantine exagia, fragment with a bone application, fragments of ceramic vessel 
and a sea shell are also found. 
Location: N ational Institution for Management of the Archaeological Site of Stobi 

20.PRILEPA 
Content: AE 30; 498/507-583/84 
Rulers: Anastasius, Justinian I, Justin II, Tiberius, Maurice 
Mints: Constantinople, Nicomedia, Thessalonica, Antioch 
Denominations: 40 nummi, 20 nummi 
Context: The hoard was probably found in the vicinity of Prilep. 
Location: National Bank of the Republic of Macedonia, inv no. 00/7/9. 

Ruler Date of issue 
M 

Anastasius _498/507 
507/12 1 

538/39 

Justinian I 
552/62 
562/63 
563/64 
565/66 
566/67 
567/68 

Justin II 
568/69 
569/70 
572/73 
574/75 1 

575/76 

Tiberius II 
581/82 

? 

582/83 
Maurice 

583/84 
Total 

21.BABAA 
Content: AE (51), 562/63-584/85 
Rulers: Justinian I, Justin II, Tiberius, Maurice 
Mints: Constantinople, Thessalonica 
Denominations: 40 nummi, 20 nummi 

Mint 
CON TES 

K K IS 

1 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
2 

4 
4 
1 i 

3 
' 2 

1 
1 

' 2 
' 

' 1 

3 26 

126 

NIC 
K 
1 

1 

Total 

2 

4 

19 

2 

3 

30 
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Context: The hoard, discovered accidentally in 1969 at the site of Baba, near Prilep, originally contained 
about 100 specimens, 51 of which were purchased by the Museum of Prilep. As the survey has shown, the site 
had a military function in the 61h century. 
Location: National Museum - Prilep 
Bibliography: Kepeski 1977181-193; Morrisson et alii 2006 202-203 

Ruler Date of issue CON 

Justinian I 

Justin II 

Tiberius II 

Maurice 

Total 

22.BABAB 
Content: AE (8), 566/67-583/84 
Rulers: Justin II, Tiberius, Maurice 
Mints: Thessalonica 
Denomination: 20 nummi 

562/63 
563/64 
566/67 
567/68 
568/69 
569/70 
570/71 
571/72 

572/73 

573/74 
574/75 
575/76 
576/77 
577/78 
565/78 

578/79 
580/81 
582/83 
583/84 
584/85 

Context: The hoard was accidentally discovered in 1978. 
Location: National Museum - Prilep. 

Ruler Date of issue 

Justin II 
566/67 

574/75 

Tiberius II 578/79 
578/82 

Maurice 583/84 
? ? 

Total 

127 

M 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Mint 
TES 

K 
1 
1 
1 
2 
8 

7 
1 
1 

3 
2 

3 
1 
1 
2 

10 

1 
1 
1 
1 

48 

Mint 
TES 

K 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
2 
8 

Total 

2 

35 

11 

3 

51 

Total 

2 

3 

1 

2 

8 
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23. BARGAIAA 
Content: AV 13, AE 264; 512/17-584/85; 
Rulers: Anastasius, Justin I, Justinian I, Justin II, Tiberius, Maurice 
Mints: Constantinople, Nicornedia, Cyzicus, Antioch, Thessalonica 
Denominations: Solidi, trernissis, 40 nurnrni, 20 nurnrni 
Context: The hoard was discovered during the archaeological excavations in 1968. The coins and the gold 
ring were placed in a container and concealed in the channel nearby the road, on south by Episcopal Basilica. 
Location: Institute for Preserving Cultural Monurnents and National Museurn - Shtip 
Bibliography: Aleksova and Mango 1971 265-281; Beldedovski 1990 33-35; Aleksova 2001 91-99; 
Morrisson et alii 2006 203-204. 
Note: The hoard has been published in several different publications, but regretfuly, each one of thern 
speaks of different nurnber of copper coins, as well as it is the case with their attribution, too. According to its 
last and revised exarnination done in the 199o's, the contents of the hoard is as follows. 

Mint 
Ruler Date of issue CON I TES NIC CYZ ANT Total 

Sol Tre M K K M K M K M 
Anastasius 512/17 2 ' 2 

Justin I 
518/22 4 1 

522/27 
• 

6 
1 

527/37 2 

529 1 

538/39 1 1 1 

539/40 4 
540/41 1 2 ' 

544/45 2 • : 

545/46 1 1 1 

546/47 1 
Justinian I 547/48 1 30 

548/49 
• 

1 

550/51 1 ' 
552/53 1 

553/54 1 

555/56 1 
• 

557/58 2 1 

562/63 1 

563/64 1 
• 

565/66 3 
565/78 ' 

5 
566/67 1 : 
567/68 1 3 1 

568/69 4 ' ' 

569/70 1 8 : 

Justin II 570/71 2 2 4 
571/72 1 • ' 98 

' 
572/73 8 1 1 

573/74 3 2 : 1 

574/75 1 16 1 1 2 

575/76 2 9 
577/78 12 ' 

' 

567/78 2 • ! 
• 

' 

128 

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



Early Byzantine coin circulation in Macedonia Secunda 

578/79 
578/82 

Tiberius II 
579/80 
580/81 
581/82 
578/82 
582/83 
582/84 

Maurice 583/84 
584/85 
582/85 

Total 

24. BARGALA C 
Content: AE 27; 512/ 17-? 

1 

6 

41 I 203 

Rulers: Anastasius, Justinian I, Justin II, Tiberius II, Maurice 
Mints: Constantinople, Nicomedia, Cyzicus, Thessalonica 
Denominations: 40 nummi, 20 nummi 

38 

5 ' 
12 

7 I 

4 
8 

3 
39 ' 

15 

3 
15 

73 

68 

I 
' ' 

10 8 277 

Context: The hoard was found in 2002, in the archeological section by the north part of the eastern wall of 
Bargala, in front of the stairs in a dwelling object (Square B1). It appeared in a burned layer, together with 
ceramic fragments. 
Location: Unknown 
Bibliography: Nacev and Jovanovska 2005 185-194. 
Note: Acording to authors who published the find, the ]atest coin in the hoard is dated in 601-602. 

Mint 
Ruler Date of issue CON NIC 

M : K M 
Anastasius 512/17 1 

539/40 1 I 
Justinian I 

540/41 I 1 

545/46 1 : 
569/70 I 1 

571/72 1 

574/75 
565/66 

Justin II 566/67 

575/76 
577/78 : 

568/69 ' 
569/70 ' 1 

Tiberius II 578/79 I 

Maurice 
584/85 

? 
I 

? ? : 
Total 6 1 

25.PRILEPB 
Content: AE (54); 512/17-588/89 
Rulers: Anastasius, Justin I, Justinian I, Justin II, Tiberius II, Maurice 
Mints: Constantinople, Nicomedia, Antioch, Thessalonica 
Denominations: 40 nummi, 20 nummi, 10 nummi 

CYZ 

M 

1 

1 

Context: The hoard was accidentally discovered in the region of Prilep, in 2000 
129 

TES 
K 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

9 
3 
1 
1 

19 

Total 

1 

3 

9 

9 

4 

1 

27 
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Location: National Bank ofthe Republic of Macedonia, inv. no. 00/36. 

Mint 
Ruler Date of issue CON TES NIC ANT ? Total 

M K K M M K 

Anastasius 512/17 2 2 

Justin I 522/27 1 1 

542/43 1 

543/44 2 
' 

544/45 1 

547/48 1 
Justinian I 548/49 1 : 11 

549/50 2 

553/54 1 

556/57 1 

557/58 1 

567/68 1 1 

568/69 1 

569/70 3 
' 

4 2 
Justin II 570/71 2 24 

571/72 1 

574/75 2 2 1 

575/76 1 2 1 

Tiberius II 578/79 3 
? 1 4 

583/84 
• 

3 
584/85 3 

Maurice 585/86 2 10 

588/89 1 

? 1 

? 1 1 2 

Total 21 24 5 2 2 54 
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