
THE HISTRIAN DECREE FOR ABA (2nd century of our era) 

Six years have elapsed since I macle known in SCIV 1 the discovery of 
a fragment of the decree for Aba, daughter of Hekataios and priestess of Cybele, 
dated 2nd century of our era . Parallel with the publication of the fi.rst fragment, 
I pointed out that the new archaeological excavations macle at Histria in the 
summer of 1954 revealed another five fragments of the same document, con­
taining important data on the life of the honoured personage. The fragments 
were discovered when the large building in the south-eastern part of the city 
was unearthed. It is sited in the immediate vicinity (southwards) of the edifice 
(Domus I) in which the fi.rst fragment, published in the above-mentioned journal, 
was found in 1 952.  The five fragments were found among the stone and brick 
fragments fallen off the walls of a room and, just like the first fragment, had 
served as building material for the afore-mentioned edifice. It is very likely that, 
when the walls were erected, the document should have been intact and that 
it broke when the edifice I mentioned was built. ln 1 955 another three fragments 
were found, with the aid of which we can make up almost completely the entire 
contents of the decree. 

Our subsequent investigations, aimed at finding the few fragments still 
missing, have been unsuccessful. Some fragments, at the end of the decree would 
have furnished some highly valuable information, because the context of the 
inscription is of great interest for the history of the town of Histria. 

The eight fragments which have been discovered add new data concerning 
the career of the afore-mentioned personage. At the same time they provide 
information on the internai organization of Histria and on religious cults . 

ln the present study we shall examine the contents of the entire document, 
that is to say, we shall include the text of the fragment which has already been 
published. We shall, however, insist less on the cult of Cybele in Histria, as this 
has been clone in the previous investigation 2 •  

At the time when the fi.rst fragment was discovered there was no news, 
either written or archaeological, of the presence and spread of this cult in our 

1 SCIV, V, 3 - 4, 1 954,  p. 449 - 466. 
3 Ibidem, p. 458 - 464, where the epigraphical 

and sculptural documents known up to that date 
are collected. 
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Pontic colony and I therefore thought it necessary to insist on this side of the 
document. Now the epigraphic and sculptural data have increased and call for 
separate cxamination. What seems most important to us in the contents of our 
decree is the information on the organization and internai life of the city of 
Histria in the 2nd century of our era. 

In its present state, the decree for Aba totals 9 fragments (size : height 
- 0.97 m ;  breadth - 0.45 m ;  depth some O.OS m ;  height of letters - about 
1 cm). As was mentioned before, the first fragment bears on its upper part a pedi, 
mcnt in the centre of which is Cybele on a throne, with a tympanon in her left 
hand and a patera in the right hand. On the sides are two lions on their hind 

_ legs, with their front legs each over a bull's head . They are therefore figured in 
the posture of tauroctons 3 (fig. 1 ). 

· 

Under the pediment, on the frame above the inscriotion is the dcdicatory 
formula written in big letters , spaced a'ut Ar A8HI TYXHI . The left cdge of 
the inscription, although preserved, has some missing elements in the first frag, 
ment, where part of the text is broken off together with the frame in relief. Unlike 
the other eight fragments, which were discovered subsequently, the first fragment 
has the writtc n face more worn off and with traces of burning. lt may be supposed 
that this fragment served for some time as paving,stone ; nevertheless the text 
can be read quite easily. What is more difficult is the reconstitution of the text 
in the rest of the decree, where the big gaps, especially towards the end, impede 
a certain, satisfactory reading. 

"Eooţe: -r-Yj �ou"A-Yj x.cxl. 't'W o�µc1 W Ou"Amoc; d'Y)µ�­
-rpLoc; dm:v · lm�'Y)qnl:oµevou dwyevouc; 8e:o-� ' 

, � 
\ ''A P 'E ' - E ' )" ' �  owpou ·  E7tELo'Y) tJCX :X.CX't'CXLOU 't'(;U v ;EVLoOU 

5 Q. ' \ 
�

\ ' H ' 'A I . vuycx-r'Y) p ,  -yuv'Y) oe: pcx:x.wv-roc; pLcr-roµcxx ou, yo-

10. 

15. 

20. 

' J I \ I ) I ve:wv 't'E E7tLO"'Y)µwv :X.CXL 7tpoyoVW'I E7tLCflCXVEO''t'CX't'WV 
o0crcx :x.cxl. ouoe:µlocv CflLAO'nµlocv � AEL't'OU pylcxv 

' ' ' , "'I "'I \ ' 
tv:J"X'Y)µovoc 7t1Y.p'Y)'t''Y)µe:vwv, CX/\/\CX :X.OCL O''t'ECflCXV'Y)-

' \ ' I \ J \ \ J "'), I cpopLcxc; :x.ocL Le:pwcruvocc; :x.ocL ocpxcxc; :x.cxL e:mµe:/\EL-
, f � ) � f •\ \ ! � I  occ; :x.ocL 7toccrcxc; o'Y)µo-re: .e:Lc; X o pYJjLocc; "I) :x.ocL e:'10 o-

i: ' ' , ()_"'I ' , "'I ' s ouc; U7t'Y) pe:mocc; cxvune:ptJA"fJ't'Wc; e::x.-re:'t'E/\e::x.o-
[-rw]v :x.ocl. 7t1Xcr"f)c; lţocLpE't'OU 't'ELµ'ljc; 't'E't'UX'YJXO­
[-rwv, µ] Lx.pov �-y'Y)crocµev'Y) -r�v oc7to µ6vou -rou 
[yev ouc; µe:]ycx"Aocuxlcxv, d µ� :x.ocl. -r�v oc7to -r-Yjc; tolcxc; 
( 7tpoc; 't'OV 01)µ0'1) tUrtoLhc; 7tpocr:x.1--f)crcxL't'O 06ţ11.v, 
[:x.0. l. o] toc 't'C.U't'O ie:p [wcru]V'Y)'I M'Y)-rpoc; 8e:wv CXU't'E7tcxyye"A-
[ 't'(i)c; ocv] cx"Aoc�oucrcx, c. u µ6 [ v] ov 8croc cre:µvwv yuvocL:x.wv :x.cxl. 
( [e:pe:tw]v  :x.ocl. -rou 7tcxAocLo [u octw'l ] 9 c;  �,, tolocv µe:ycx"Ao­
cpp6v(i)c; :x.cxl. c.uye:vwc; :x.cxl. e: [u]cr [e:�w] c; l-re"Ae:crEV, 
ocAAoc :x.cxf. 8crcxL µe:yoc°'AcxL -rwv ocvo pwv CflLAo-r( dµwv ocp  ] -

3 This representation appears more often in 
documents beginning with the 2nd century of our 
era, when the taurobolium is introduced on a wide 
�cale in the Roman empire ; cf. H. Graillot, Le Culte 

de Cybele, Mere des Dieux, dans l 'Empire romain, 
Paris, 1 9 12 ,  p.  1 50  sqq. ; Fr. Cumont, Les religions 
orientales dans le  paganisme romain,  Paris, 1 929, 
p. 62 - 63 .  
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Fig. I. - Histrian Decree for Aba, 2nd century of our era. 
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X,Le:pwm'.ivO(L � XO(L 'twe:c; &AAO(L X,OP"IJYLO(L XO(L 't'O([O]'t'O(c; v[e:] -' e � I  - \ ' 9 ' \ I 
µ "f)(jO((j O(L crî'tOUOO((jO((jO( . 7tpW't'OV µe:v EU uc; 't'O(c; 7tpW't'O(c; 

' � ' n ' ' ' ' - n -7tpoaooouc; XO(L 'lTU(jLO(c; XO(L e:uxocc; 't'OLc; 'lTE:OLc; 7tOLOU-
' \ - '' ' \ ' ' I \ ' µe:V"f) 't'"f)V 't'OU e:'t'ouc; O(PX."IJV µe:'t' e:ucppocrUV"f)c; XO(L e:u-

25. wx.lcxc; µe:yO(Ao7tpe:7touc; E7toL�crO('t'o · 't'oqc; µE]v yocp 
�OUÂE:U't'O(rc; 7tiicrLV XO(L ye:poUcrLO((j't'IXrc; XO(L 't'O(U­
pLO((j't'O(rc; xO(l. LO('t'porc; xO(l. 7tO(Loe:u't'O(rc; xO(l. 't'orc; L8l0( 

\ ' !: ' I "'I I > � I  ' >I � XIXL e:c,, ovoµO('t'oc; XO(/\Ouµe:vOLc; e:x ouo XO('t' O(Vo pO( 
O"f)VO(p[ l]wv CLO(vo[µ] �v, 1Jv ou7tw 't'Lc; &AA"IJ 7tp6't'e:pov, 

30. E:owxe:v • 't'orc; oE € [  v] 't'O(rc; cpu"AO(rc; XO('t'oc 7tE:V't'"f)xov't'O(p-
' � [ ' ] >I \ \ r � - \ I X,LO(V OLO(Ve:ve:µ lJ!1 e: VOLc;, e:n µ l)V XOCL uµvwooLc; XO(L 't'E:-

' r [' ] I \ r "'I - ' X't'WaLV XO(L Le:po7t !'O( 't'E:L't'O(Lc; XO(L 'Y)pO(XAE:LO((j't'O(Lc; O L-
von6(cr) L':.V1 ccrov O L  €[7tl. 't'] o�c; µe:ycX.AoLc; ov6µocmv cpLAO't'E:L­
µouµ[e:v] OL, µe:·d (OE 't'OU)'t'O 7tcXcr'Y) ve:oµl)VLO( XO(L 7tcX-

35. crcxLc; 't'O([rc; E:]v €xcX.a['t'w µl)v] l. &ucrLO(Lc; XO(L €o p't'O(rc; xocl. 7tO(­
't'pLoLc; e:u[x.ocrc;) o(  LXOCL6T) OC't'O( XO(L Le:po7tpe:7tEa't'O('t'O( 
' !: ' [  r! ] ' - '8 '  • „ , e:c,,U7t'Y) pe: 't''Y)CE:V . o :  O( yocp nic; e: Lµou Le:p 07t0LLO(c; O(VO(-
"Aci.iµO('t'O(, oc [ 1h(x0( E:ce] �O('t'o, xO(l. llcrO( u7tE p e:utJe:�e:LO(c; €-

, I [ ' ] I > I - \ > 7tE:V oe:L 7tO(V 't'O( cpL/\ O't'e:Lµwc; E:7tOL l)cre:v, 't'WV µe:v 0(-
40. VO(AwµcX.'t'w[v XO('t']O(rppov�crO(croc, 't'"Îjc; OE e:u3o�(O(c; ou-

x oÂLywp�crO(( crO( °'t' )eAe:L XO(L 7tO(pe:mO"f)µouv't'WV 't'L-
v&v 't'WV 't'E: 7t[  e:pl. 't'OV] o-îjµov OUVO(µevwv XO(L 't'OU 
7tA-îj8 ouc; wc; E:[ 't'L flAA"f)V cwp Je:ocv ? o:u-r&v oc houµevwv 
XO(L 't'WV µii"Af.[ O'J cpopnx&v 't'�v ]&v ? cX.vO(cuoµevwv, ou-

45. oEv 't'OO't'wv [cX.7t"fJY6pe:ucre: xO(l. de; 't'�v] �µepO(v 1Jv �Oef."fJcre:v 
� 7t6ALc; 't'W [ v ' IITTpL "fJV&v ?] 7tiimv E:owxe:v xO(l. xoc-
86f.ou cL' ll�[ ou x.p6vou sive E't'ouc; €7t' civcpam]v xocl. yuvO(L�l.v rpLAo­
nLµo't'cX't'"fJ x[ O(L OC�LW't'cX't'"f) ye ]yove:v . oe:Mx.80(L E7t"f)-
v-îjcr80(L µE[ v E7tL 't'OO't'oLc; · &:vO(y] ope:u[ e:cr ]80(L CE XO(L 

50. me:rpocvou[a8ocL ''A�O(v ' ExO('t'O(Lou E:v 7tiimv €] op't'O(rc;, µe:['t'e] ­
x.e:w OE O(U [ 't'�V xct.l. 't'WV &f.f.wv] 't'e:Lµ&v e: Y . . . [ XO(L] 
dxoVW'J y[ p0(7t't'WV . . . . • .  

. . . E n:r . . . 

. . .  AA . . .  

4 

Remarks : Line 13 : I in M IKPON is certain, one notices also part of the vertical bar of M. 
Line 1 6 : IA at the beginning of the line are certain. Line 1 8 : in the lacuna some 5 or 6 letters 
are missing, the last visible one is certainly an N, and the fi.rst begins with a vertical bar ; further 
on, after flAAA IOY are approximately 4 letters, of which the second and the fourth could be 
O, 0 or n, as their upper part is round. Line 20 : at the last word <I> IAOT [E IM QN ]T is certain, 
the lower part of the vertical hasta being visible. Line 3 2 : after I E POIT two letters are missing ; 
the reading of the end of the word TE 1 TA n :  is certain. Line 33 : at the beginning, after 
NOIT there follows a circular line which indicates an O ;  after O there is place for one single 
letter, then follow the letters I O NOL. Line 36 after TP I O I L E I  there is place for three 
letters, then one can see the letters L Â. Line 38 : the fi.rst letter is Â, but this is a mistake 
macle by the lapicide, who wrote it instead of A ; after Â OMA TA, A is certain. Line 39 : 
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5 T l l E  l l l ST H L\ :\  LJ E C H E E  FOR AUA 277 

after CT E NOE I follows fI A N. Line 42 : after T Q NTE the vertical hasta of an n is visible. 
Line 43 : after ITAH 00 ÎL !2L follows E ;  then, �AN, before A lT Q N. Line 44 : after MAAA 
comes the upper part of an O. Line 45 : �E N îs certain ; the stone was broken after it was dis­
covered and in this place one could read before O î  �E N. Line 47 : after � IO, a slanting bar, very 
probably belonging to A. Line 48 : rO N E N  comes before �E �O X 0A T .  Line 52 : after E I KO­
N Q N  comes a vertical hasta, quite probably belonging to a r. 

The paleographic characters of our document are very similar to those 
of the big inscription found by V. Pârvan in 1 914,  dating back in the times of Em, 
peror Hadrian ( 138 February 25 - July 10) and which contains the names of 1 57  
gerousiasts 4 •  Very striking from this point of view i s  the shape of I and of other 
letters. The most common ligatures in both documents are those between H in 
combination with T and M or N. This helps us to date our document and to 
place it, on the basis of other elements as well, as we shall further see within the 
same period as the inscription of the gerousiasts and other inscriptions carved 
in the Antoninian period . A proof in support of this date is offered also by the 
names present in the decree for Aba and, concurrently, in other documents with 
a more precise date. ln this respect we can mention Ulpios Demetrios, who pro, 
posed the honouring of Aba and whose nomen, Ulpios, which one meets after 
Trajan, is in itself highly eloquent ; but he is mentioned in an unpublished album 
from Histria 6, together with other persons, who are in their turn members 
of the gerousia of Hadrian's time 6•  lt is not unlikely that he himself should be 
identified as one of the Ulpios in the gerousiasts' album, may be with M. 0l)J..moi; 
dYJµ�TpLo� 'A pn::µLSw p ou or with M. O l)J..moi; �YJµ�-rpLoi; u toi; 'A p-reµii 7 •  The 
difficulty in identifying him with one of these lies in the fact that his patrony, 
mic is not mentioned in our document. He may, however, be one and the same 
persan with that Ulpios Demetrios of the unpublished inscription cited above, 
where his narne appears written in the same way ; the paleographic resemblance 
between the two documents is so great, that they cannot but be contemporary. 
A peremptory proof of this date is also offered by the fact that Aba's husband, 
' H pocxcuv 'ApLcr-roµocx. ou, is mentioned in the document, and we can identify 
him with Heracon, son of Aristomachos, whose name is found in the in, 
scription with the list of the priests of Dionysos Carpophoros, which D. M.  
Pippidi has dated a s  belonging to the third quarter of the 2nd century of 
our era 8 •  

As for the other names in our decree, we did not notice anything parti, 
cular about them, being the typical Greek names found both in the gerousiasts' 
album of Histria and in other documents . 

It is more seldom that we find the name of Aba in inscriptions. This name is 
more often present in the regions of Asia Minor, such as Cilicia, Lycia, Caria or 

4 V. Pârvan, Histria N, Inscripţii gdsite în 1914  
şi 19 15, in ARMSI, XXXIII, Bucharest, 1 9 16, p. 596, 
no. 20 (especially the plate). 

1 Mus. Histria lnv. no. 259, line 7. 
8 The identity of persons found in both docu ­

ments was noted also by D M. Pippidi in SCIV, 

IX, 2 ,  1 958,  p. 364 - 369. 
7 V.  Pârvan, op. cit„ p. 5 99, col. I, line 38 and 

p. 560, col. I , line 7 3 ( = SEG 330). 
8 Histria l,  Monografie arheologică, Bucharest, 

1 954 ,  p. 546, no. 22.  
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Syria 9 ,  and is also found in documents in the regions of Thracia or those in 
its proximity (Fochida), as a personal name or as a toponymic one. It is also 
found in other parts of the Greek world, namely on the northern coastline of 
the Black Sea, at Olbia 10• Scholars do not agree as to its origin ; some, such as 
Toepfer 11  and Bechtel 1 2 , consider it as being related to a Thracian or Ionian 
etbnikon. In bis work on proper names in the Greek towns on tbe northern 
shore of the Black Sea 13, Ladislav Zgusta sees in it rather a spontaneous 
formation of children's language, whicb is often encountered with various 
peoples. Zgusta fi.nds its correspondent in Ababa, at Alani 14 and excludes its Syrian 
origin, backed up by Boeckh 15• But wherever the truth may lie in this respect, it 
is certain that the name of Aba is a very ancient one and that up till now it has 
been found in documents especially in Asia Minor ; Caria and Milet as well as 
some Milesian colonies, such as Histria and Olbia, are not excluded from the 
area of its spread 16 • 

So far, the decree we publisb is the only one belonging to the Roman era, 
found at Histria, which maintains a complete preamble (prescript). That is why 
we think it fit to analyse a little this part of the inscription, because, as it is assert, 
ed 17 ,  it reflects, by the constitutional bodies mentioned in it, the stage of evo, 
lution of Greek society in a given place. What we wish to underline, above all, 
is the fact that the form it bas is different to that known in Histrian decrees so 
far. The President of the Assembly is designated by another word, namely by 
an expression, in absolute genetive, from the verb Em�"f)r.pL�e:Lv i .  e .  in the 
gen. E7tL�"f)ţpLOµEvou 't'OU advex 18• Up to this decree, all Histrian documents 
wbose preamble has been preserved and which date back to the Hellenistic 
era, have defi.ned the President of the Assembly by the word Emµ"f)vLEl'.iwv, 
in the genitive ·- Emµ "f)VLEUOV't'Oc; 't'OU ae:Î:'J<X 19 .  

9 Joh .  Sundwall, Die einheimischen Namen der 
Lykier nebst einem Verzeichnisse kleinasiatischer Na­
menstămme, in « Klio » ,  Beiheft XI ,  1 9 1 3 ,  p.  44. 

10 IOSPE, I2, 78, 1 8 1 ,  1 82 where it appears in 
the form of "Af3oc� oc; ( = IGRR I ,  853, 859). 

11 RE, I, col. 4 and Supplbd. I s. v .  col. I .  
12 Fr. Bechtel, Die historischen Personennamen 

des Griechischen bis zur Kaiserzeit, Halle, 1 9 17 ,  
p.  5 5 9 - 560, 5 î l .  

18 Ladislav Zgusta, Die Personennamen gri e· 
c hischer Stădte der nărdlichen Schwarzmeerkiiste, 
Prague, 1955 ,  p. 293 - 294, § 59 1 .  

u lordanes, G etica, 1 5 ,  83 : A baba, femina 
Alanica, mother of emperor Maximinus. 

u CIG, II, 1 1 1  b, cf. lll, 1 1 5 a. 
18 The name is also recorded by W. Pape-G. 

Benseler's dictionary Wărterbuch d.  griech. Eigen· 
namen, Braunschweig, 1 9 1 1 ,  s. v. ln documents it 
also appears as "Af3ocf3oc;, 'Af3euc;, "Af3oct. Apart 
from the above-mentioned works which indicate 
attestations of the name, see also IG, XII ,  5, no. 
1 090, IGRR, III, 1 1 25 and M. Rostovtseff, The 
Social and Economic History of the Hellenistic World, 
III, Oxford, 1 94 1 ,  p.  1 580, note 1 20.  

17 G. Busolt, Gri echische Staatskunde, Munich , 
1920, p .  450 ; cf. A. H. M. Jones, The Greek City 
frrm Alexander to Justinian, Oxford, 1 940, p.  336, 
note 1 8. 

18 We meet at Anaphe an expression identica! 
to ours : • 'Eoo�E -rljL f3ou/.lj -rcit 'Avocqioclco xotl -rwL 
of,µcoL .  (y)v6µxv &yope•jcrocv-roc; Iltvoiipou -roii TEAEGL­
yevouc; &foEL ol: I:uf3o.'JAC.U E7tL<}'1)q:>L�oµ€vou • A pxcov[oot 
-rou K poc-reo !rmc.u. 'E7td . . .  Ch. Michel, Recueil d'ins­
criptions grecques, Brussels, 1 900, no. 4 1 3 ; cf. IG, 
XII 9. 4 (Alabanda) :  [ 'Em]<Ji1J qi [ t ]crotµ€vou ol: l\kv[cr­
xou [7c.ii . . .  ) line 3 .  

10 There are to date at least three epigraphic 
documents which preserve the preamble complete 
and in which the president is thus designated. In 
chronological order, they are as follows : D. M. 
Pippidi, Histria I, p .  488, lines 1 - 4 ( = idem, Contribuţii 
la istoria veche a Romîniei ,  Bucharest, 1 958 ,  p.  34) : 
"Eoo�E -rljL �ouAljL xxt TW o [-fiµcot ) •  E7tLµî)VLEUOVTO<; 
� (to  )vucr([ c.u -roii 'I ]epcovoc; ol ăpxov-re [c; EÎ7totv ] · E7tEto7J 

x.-r. A . (end of the 3rd century or first half of the 
second century before our era) ; SCIV, VII ,  3 - 4,  1 956, 
p. 347, lines 1 - 5  ( = D. M. Pippidi, Contribuţii 
la istnria veche a Rom iniei, p. 5 9, note 3 ;  J. and 
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The use of the new expression may be accounted for by the social,economic 
and political transformations which had occurred in the life of Greek towns in 
general and of Histria in particular, during the Roman era 20. As a result of these 
realities, many of the colleges of magistrates which no longer corresponded to 
real requirements , modified their character. It is probable that the college of 
emµ�VLOL, who like the prytans of Athens were appointed to look after public 
affairs for one month - naturally, elected as representatives of the tribes -
should have ceased their activity, and been replaced by the college of magistrates 
( & pz.oVTe:c;) which, if its position was similar to that in Asia Minor, formed, 
together with the secretary of the people (ypocµµocTe:uc; 't'OU ��µou) 
a cruvocpx_(oc, representing the « management » of the city 21. The role of epistates 
(emcn&nic;)  in Athens , emµ'fJvLe:uc.w in Histria 22, was replaced by that of a magi, 
strate, in the leading council, appointed ad hac, whose only function was to put 
motions to the vote (em�'IJ CfiL�e:Lv) and to lead the debates of the Assembly. 
As soon as the session ended, his function, being ephemeral , ended too. He could 
no longer be called emµ'l)vLe:Uwv, as his attribute of president no longer arase 
out of the fact that he was the representative of a college with a monthly activity 
(emµ�VLOL) 23. 

In this formal aspect of the decree we therefore detect changes in the 
Histrian Constitution, as a result of the changes which had occurred in the struc, 
ture of the Greek society, which we shall encounter (see further on) also when 
we shall analyse other institutions mentioned in our document. 

The minor role of the President of the Assembly at that time, can also 
be seen from the fact that he is mentioned after the persan who proposed the 
decree, namely Ulpios Demctrios, a fact which, although not rigorously observed 
in other parts of the Greek world , is signifi.cant for Histria. 

As is customary in all inscriptions of this kind , the motivation of the decree 
begins by adding to the merits of the honoured persan, those of its parents and 

L. Robert, în Buii Ep, 1 956,  1 86) : [ '  E1t' ] !Epe:w 
'Ecrn:xlcu -:-ou l\hxl<:x:l.[wvoc; µr,voc; T:xup<wvoc;, !:Bo�e: 
T'ijl �OUA'ijt )(:XL TWI B+,µw1· emµ"fJ\llE:UO\l';O<; Eurro:l.iiµou 
TOU K:l.e:oµEBovToc; ot &pzoovTe:c; e:fo:xv . . .  2nd century 
before our era ; Syll. 3 1 708, 1 - 3 ;  'kpoµiivou 'Ap1cr­
-;ocy6pou -;ou 'Arr:xToup[cu To Th:xpTov, µ·r,v6c; 'A pTe:­
µe:cr1w11oc; Be:l<OC•TI tcr.-!l':µE\ICU, emµ-r,v�e:U'l\ITO� T'ijc; El<l<A­
YJO"[occ; 'A6r,vocBou .-au 'A1tanaBwpw, 3e:•1ozocp"IJ<; 
El<ocToclcu e:I1te:v „ .  ( I st century before our era). With 
some gaps, the prescript în Histrian inscriptions 
can also be found : V. Pârvan, Histria Vil .  Inscripţii 
găsite î n  1 9 16 ,  1 92 1 ,  1 922, în ARMS I, l l l , li, no. l ,  
p .  6 ,  no. 4 ( = SEG 446) and p .  1 7 , no. 1 1  ( =  SEG, 
447 ) ; « Dacia » li ( 1 925) ,  p.  204, no. 8 ;  I I I - IV 
( 1927 - 1 932 ), p. 40 1 ,  no. 3 and Histria I, p. 476, 
no. 1 ; p. 508, no. 8. For the dating of inscriptions 
by emµ+,vtoL în Histria, see D. M. Pippidi, Contri­
buţii . . . , p.  55 - 59.  

2 0  Although the verb em<jrr,<p[�e:Lv (emy"IJ<p[�e:cr6oc1) 
is met with in the classical and Hellenistic epigraphy, 
designating the function of the president of the Assem· 

bly, it îs more often used în the epigraphy of Ro­
man epoch. For Athens see more particularly Syll 3, 
796 B, IG2 l i - I I I, 1072 .  Cf. W. Larfeld, Qriec hische 
Epigraphik, third edition, Munich, 1 9 1 4 , p.  333 - 334,  
340 - 34 1 ; A. H. M.  Jones, op. cit. ,  p. 1 78 - 1 79 and 
340,  notes 44 and 45 .  Compared with tr.1µr.111e:•'.ie:1v 
which means the action of the magistrate of putting 
a question to the vote « mettre aux voix » as presi · 

dent of the Assembly, the expression EmYY1q:>l�e:L11 
has the general meaning of « putting to the vote » ,  
without it always being compulsory for the mover 
to represent a magistrate of the state, especially over 
a determined period. Cf. S.  Lambrino, Istros I ,  1 934 ,  
p. 1 25 and note 4. 

21 Is. Levy, REG, XII, 1 899, Etudes sur la vie 
municipale de l'Asie Min eure, p. 266 -· 272 ; see also 
note 33 în the present study. 

22 W. Larfeld, op. cit . ,  p. 340, § 2 1 2 . 
23 See also Szanto's article în RE, VI,  s. v. em­

µf,11101 col. 1 7 8 - 1 79 and Dittenberger's explanations 
în Syll 3 ,  708, note 3 .  
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ancestors. What is of interest to us is not this detail, which is well-known from 
other decrees of Histria and elsewhere 24, but the fact that on this occasion, the 
document mentions a series of magistratures and public services {liturgies), gene­
rally civic and religious functions, held by the illustrious gens of Aba, which on 
the one hand provides with a complete picture of the cursus honorum to which a 
yevoc, E7tLO""f)µov xocl. €mcpocveO"t'oc't'ov aspired (see line 6 of the decree), and on 
the other hand supplies information concerning the Histrian Constitution in 
the 2nd century of our era. 

The enumeration begins with a general mention of the contributions {good 
deeds, liberalities) and liturgies ( cpLAO't'Lµlocv � AEL't'ou pylocv) terms which are 
almost identica! and which mean nothing else but gifts and services to the 
people 26• It is difficult to guess exactly ;what lies behind these general terms, 
that is to find out exactly what the ancestors of the honoured person had clone for 
the Histrian people. All that can be said is that according to custom and con­
sidering her high position (Heracon, her husband , was also a priest) the gifts 
were considerable, as the word euaz.�µwv ( cpLAO't'Lµlocv � AEL't'ou pylocv euaz.�µovoc 
line 6--7) seems to indicate. 

Significant of the evolution of Histrian institutions in the Roman imperial 
epoch is also the way in which the magistrates and the civil servants were elected. 
A word which we find in the decree for Aba, namely 7tOC p"f)'t'"t)µ€vwv the past 
participle of 7toc pocL't'e:6µocL, can clear up some matters in this respect. As an 
allusion is macle to the fact that Aba 's parents and ancestors had never refused 
or evaded any important benevolence or liturgy ou3"f)µlocv cpLAO't'Lµlocv � A€L't'OU­
pylocv E.Uaz�µovoc 7tOC p"f)'t'"f)µtvwv line 6--7 26 points to the fact that not only did they 
it with good will, OCU't'E7tocyyeA't'wc; line 1 6  in our decree, as was the custom in gene­
ral ,  but also, on the other hand, that there were some who did the contrary. Reality, 
as encountered in our decree, is very typical of the Roman era. lt is known that 
the social-economic and politica! changes suffered by the Greek polis during the 
Greek and Roman era, also modified the system of designation of public digni­
taries. Whereas during the Hellenistic times the oligarchic class of the evergets 
had more · interest in occupying the magistratures in order to maintain their 
power in the state, during the Roman imperial epoch, this interest wanes. There 
are many reasons for this, but we must not forget that one of them is the fact 
that with the coming of the Romans, the Greek aristocracy found in them a 
strong mainstay and thus no longer needed to spend large sums in order to 
ensure their power. At the same time, the big problems of foreign policy, such 
as warfare for instance, the rivalry between towns as well as internai rivalry and 
the struggle against tyranny disappeared through the levelling caused by the 

24 There are a great many examples ; we refer 
only to a few of them : Syll 3 708 : 'A6pLauy6pat� 
'An-atTouplou mnpo� ye;yovw� iiyat6oi:i xatt n-poy6vwv 
e:ue: pye:n7iv Katl !e:plJfLEVWV -&e:wv 7t"OCVTWV Katl OtUTO� . . .  

K.T.A . • • •  cf. Histria VII, p. 1 7 , no. 1 1  (SEG, II, 447, 
lines 2 - 6) . 

21 RE, XII, col. 1 87 1 - 1 879 s. v. Leiturgie, and 
L. Robert, Les gladiateurs dans !'Orient grec, Paris, 
1 940, p.  276 - 280. 

21 ln Egypt we meet the expression T1)v iip­
x 1Jv 1t"OtplJT�O'OtVTO at Oxyrhynchos, cf. Grenfell and 
Hunt, The Oxyrhynchos Papyri, 1 252 B, 28 (III) apud 
Fr. Preisigke, Wărterbuch d. griech. Papyrusurkunden 
mit Einschluss d. griech. lnschriften . . .  aus Ag-ypten, 
hersg. von E. Kiessling, voi. II, s. v. ln another do· 
cument of Egypt, the verb 7t0tp0tLTEofLOtL is met with 
the same meaning ; cf. Sammelbuch griechischer Ur­
kunden aus .Ăgypten, hersg. v. Fr. Preisigke, 3. Heft, 
voi. III ,  no. 3 924, line 37 .  
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Roman rule. Highly eloquent în this respect are Plutarch's bitter words : 
« Now, therefore, when politics no longer comprises problems of hegemony în 
war ,  nor the struggle against tyranny, or diplomatic questions, what could 
attract anyone towards a distinguished and brilliant politica! career ? » 27 • 
Repeated appeals to the money,bags of the wealthy, could , under those cir, 
cumstances, only irritate and în most cases bring about a negative reply. The 
tradition of local patriotism and the old Greek feeling of vying with one another 
in expenditure and in receiving honours, macle, however, many families keep to 
the « good customs » of the past and contribute with their money towards main, 
taining the glory of the town. W e imagine therefore that at the proposal of 
the Council, which had decisive power in those times, the members of Aba's 
genos, by a simple xe:Lp o't'ov(oc in the People's Assembly, were elected for the 
various dignities which are mentioned 28 • Among these are, fi.rst and foremost, 
the religious ones me:cpocv"Y) cpo p(ocL xoct le:pwcruvocL ( line 9-10). 

The two terms indicate activity in the religious spheres, with slightly 
differing shades. Whereas le:pwcrUvocL designate the common sacerdocies, cr't'e:­
cpocv"Y)cpo p(ocL 29, let us infer more important sacerdotal functions, perhaps even 
eponymic ones, or those distinguished by special decrees of the Council and 
of the People, with the right to wear a crown during holidays, competitions 
and so on. This îs the case at Sinope, for instance, at Pergamon 30 and even 
at Histria 31• 

The list of civil (lay) dignities held by Aba 's family begins with the 
mention, of the high magistratures, of a politica! nature ocpxoc( 32, which means 
either that they had been members of the Council or of the most important 
colleges ( & pxone:c;;, mpOC't'lJ")'OL) -a3, Of the same category of functions, would also 
be that of 7tov't'if px1Jc;; which, as is known, was considered one of the most 
important functions in the Left Pontus. 

, Emµe::f..docL, which follow after ocpxocl, are functions with an administrative 
and technical character. We find at Histria in the 2nd century of our era 
a function of the same category, namely emµe:A"YJ't'�c;; 't'ou 'ALµ€voc;; , a dignity held 

27 P!utarch, Praecep. ger. reip. X, 9 :  Nuv ouv OTe: 
Tcl rcpocyµ1not TW\I rc6Ae:W\I OUK eze:L TCOAeµwv �ye:µovlo��. 
oU31: TUpotw(llwv KIXTIXAUO'e:L�, oulll: cruµµot;(LKct<; rcpoc�e:L�, 
Tlvoc &v n� &:pzf.v ibmpocvou� Mi3oL xocl Aocµrcpiic; 
rcoALTe:locc; ; 

28 W. Liebenam, Stădteverwa!tung im romischen 

Kaiserreiche, Leipzig, 1 900, p.  279 sqq. ; cf. A. H. M.  
Jones, op. cit., p. 1 7 1 ,  1 82 - 1 9 1 .  

2 9  For .ţtephanephoria, see V .  Chapot's article 
in DA, IV, 2, p. 1 508 - 1 509 ; W. Liebenam, op. 

cit . ,  p. 347 �qq., 5 5 6 - 558 ; Stier, in RE, III ,  A col. 
2343 - 2347 ; G. Busole, op. cit., p. 499 ; A. H. M .  
Jones, op. cit . ,  p. 1 74 .  

30 See data collected and interpreted by 
L. Robert in BCH, 1 935 ,  p. 434 - 436. 

31 D. M. Pippidi, Histria I, p. 477. 
32 For &:pzocl RE II, col. 433 - 435 s. v. ; idem, 

III s. v. col. 1020 sqq. ; W. Liebenam, op. cit . ,  

p. 279 sqq. ; A. H .  M .  Jones, op. cit., p. 1 75 .  About 

the situation in Asia Minor in  the Antoninian epoch 
see ls. Levy's study in REG, XII ,  1 899, p. 266 sqq. 
We note that although at that time all magi­
stratures had a liturgic character and that i t  is 
difficult to distinguish between &:pzocl and AE\Toup­
ylocL, yet in our inscription &: pzocl appears fro m  
a formal point o f  view a s  distinct from other func· 
tions and at the same time as the most important 
o nes. 

38 For &pzovTe:c; at Histria, cf. D. M. Pippidi, 
Contribuţi i . . . , p.  46 - 4 7 .  ln an inscription fro m  the 
Antonins'epoch (AEM, XVII, 1 894, p.  87, no. 1 1  = 

CIL, III ,  1 2  489) allusion is macle of the college 
of &pzovTe:c; « L. Pompeius Valle(n)s . . . munera 
fecit Histro in oppido arc(h) ontium et sacerdotium . . ». 
A college of &pzovTe:c; is mentioned in a document 
of the 3rd century of our era at Callatis, which 
has been recently discovered, see in  this number of 
Dacia, p.  5 1 1 - 5 14. 
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by a person who was high priest ( &:pzLc:pc:oc;) and pontarch ( 7tov·r&pz'YJc;) 34• 
The decree for Aristagoras speaks about EmµEAC:LOC -r<:Jv �P"((uV 35 • 

ln a descending order, this scale of dignities numbers 7toccrocc; O'Yjµo-rc:/..c:�c; 
zop'Yjy(occ; xocl. Evo6;ouc; U7t'YJpc:cr(occ;. It is more difficult to distinguish between these 
than between the others , because both mean services for the benefit of the 
people. Xop'YJ'(LOC in the context in which we find it no longer refers to the 
weJl,known institution of the classical epoch, which favoured the cultural and 
artistic progress of the Greek polis , but shows the public gifts (o'YJµo-rd,c:�c;) 
macle by Aba's ancestors 36 • This meaning is given by Hesychius, who states 
that it corresponds to aomc;37, as well as by numerous inscriptions beginning as 
early as the Hellenistic epoch. 

At fi.rst sight, the services designated by U7t'YJpEcrLOCL would appear to 
be minor functions 38• They were held by small clerks or even slaves, serving 
either in the navy, in the administration of the city, or in the medical service 39• 
Naturally, we cannot think of such functions when we speak of Aba's family, 
which had such an important social position in the Histrian State. The adjective 
tvoo;oc; which accompanies U7t'YJ pc:cr(ocL (Evo6;ouc; U7t'YJ pc:cr(occ;) makes us se=k another 
explanation and consider these functions as some of the most outstanding ones. 
Examples from the classical epoch, in which we see how U7t'YJ pc:cr(oc qualified by 
an adjective changes its meaning, support our supposition. For instance U7t'YJ pc:cr(oc � 
xpoc-r(cn'YJ shows the function of the trierarch, who distinguished himself by 
paying a large sum for the equipment of the ships 40• 

ln the Roman epoch, we find in documents those xupLocxocl. U7t'YJ prn(ocL 
which do not mean services to the benefit of the State, but services to the profit 
of the empire, coming from a magistrate in a certain city, maybe a Ac:L-rou py6c; 
in connection with the functionaries called oc:x.oc7tpw-rm 41. It is not impossible 
that our document should allude to similar things . 

After listing the functions held by Aba 's family in the Histrian State, 
thanks to which she enjoyed the greatest esteem (xocl. 7tOCcr'Yjc; E;ocLpE-rou 't'ELµ!fjc; 
-rc:-ruz'YJx.6-rwv line 1 2), the man who drew up the decree starts by recording the 
personal merits of the honoured personage, mentioning fi.rst of all that in order 
to enhance the ancestral glory, she had of her own free will (o.u·rc:7to.yyl/..[-rwc;] 
&:voc/..oc�oucroc) assumed the sacerdocy of the Mother of Gods. The word 0-u·;c:7t­
OC')'')'EA-rwc; lays stress on the same situation mentioned above in connection with 

34 V. Pârvan ,  Histria IV, p. 623,  no. 27 and 
625, no. 28. 

26 Syll 3, 708, line 10 .  
38 DA,  12, p. 1 1 1 7 - 1 1 1 9 s .  v. choregia ; RE, 

I I I, s. v .  ;(Op'IJyloc col. 2409 - 2422, cf. J .  et L. Robert, 
BullEp, 1 9j6, p. 4 1 ,  no. 1 89. For ll'IJfLOTEA�� cf. R. 
Stengel, Die griechischen Kultusaltertiimer, Munich, 
1 920, p. 1 06 - 1 08. At Histria « public sacrifices », 

cf. D. M.  Pippidi, in  Histria I, p. 477 ,  line 1 9 ;  cf. L. 
Robert, H ellenica V I, Paris, 1 943, p.  7 3, li nes 1 2 - 1 4  
and p .  7 5 ,  lines 9 - 1 2. 

37 Hesychius, Lexicon recensuit Mauricius 
Schmidt, Jena, 1 858 - 1 888. 

38  In Egypt ll'IJµonxoc[ U7t'IJEpcrlocL appear in  con­
tradistinction to �ouAEUTLxoc[ AELToupylocL ,  cf. F. Prei-

sigke -F. Bilabel, Sammelbuch griechischer Vrkunden 
aus Ăgypten, no. 726 1 ,  apud A.H.M. Jones, op. cit„ 
p. 342, note 47. 

39 For um; pEcrl!X, Hyperetes in  DA, especially 
p. 344 - 345 ; RE, IX, col . 286 - 287. For um; pfrr,� in 
the medical service see J. and L. Robert, in BullEp, 
1 955 ,  p.  29 1 .  

40 Demosth„ LI, 6 :  h L  -ro[vuv U7tYjpEcrL!XV 
-rT,v Xp!XTLO'TYjV i:A!X�OV, 7t0AAW 7tAELcrTOV iipy:'.ipwv 
llou� (359) , cf. G. Busolt, op. cit„ p. 574,  note 
1 and 2. 

41 M. Rostovtseff, The Social and Economic History 
of the Roman Emţire, 2nd Edition, revised by P. M. 
Fraeser, Oxford, 1 95 7, p.  390. 
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the expression 7tOCp"fJ't'"l)µ€vwv, namely the difficulty of finding citizens willing to 
bold functions in the state. 

As priestess of the Phrygian goddess, Aba was not content with carrying out 
in the usual manner the obligations inherent to this function ou µ6vov 8croc cre:µvwv 
yuvocLxwv xoct [ te:pc:Lw] v xoct '!ou 7tocAocLo[u octwv] ?c; �v taLi:xv µe:yocAol'.fl p 6vwc; xoct e:uyc:vwc; 
xoct e: [u] cr[e:�w] c; E't'EAc:cre:v line 1 7-19  42, but vied in her deeds with the remarkable 
men of the town, who had been high priests and had held other high functions, 
connected with considerable gifts (liberalities) to the people &:/../..oc xoct 8crocL µe:yocAocL 
-rwv &:vapwv l'.flLAo ['t'dµw11 &:p]:x.Le: pwcrtwocL � xocl 't'Lvc:c; &/../..ocL x o p"l)ylocL xoct 't'oc[u]'t'occ; 
v [e:] µ�croccr8ocL cr7touMcroccroc line 20-22 43• 

Her outstanding deeds for the benefit of the people entitled her to the 
honours conferred upon her by our decree. These deeds seem to have been clone 
during a year, in which time she was priestess of the Mother of Gods, and they 
are recorded somewhat chronologically in the document. The first actions are 
connected with an event described rather vaguely by the document, namely « the 
beginning of the year » 7tpw't'ov µE:v c:u8uc; 't'occ; 7tpw't'occ; 7tpocr6aouc; xoct -&ucrlocc; xoct 
e:uxocc; 't'o'i:c; -&c:o!:c; 7tOLouµ€v"IJ 't'�v 't'ou houc; &px�'J µe:'t'' Eu:ppocrUv"fJc; xoct e:uwxlocc; 
µc:yocAo7tpe:7touc; E7tOL�croc't'o line 22-25. On that occasion she brought sacrifices 
to the Gods, carried out the first processions and prayers, celebrating the « new 
year » with great joy and merrymaking. 

So far, no other mention of this event has been found in Histrian inscrip­
tions. W e do not know when, in what month and what season the Histrian year 
began. All we know about the calendar in this Pontic town is the mention of 
several months , Tocupe:wv, 'Ap't'e:µLcrLwv, 'Av8c:cr't'e:pLwv 44, but we do not know 
when these months were placed and which of them was the first month of the 
year. Fr. Bilabel supposed that the Milesian calendar was being used in His­
tria 45• Based on a judicious analysis of the decree for Aristagoras, he asserted that 
the month Artemision, mentioned in the decree by which he was honoured , 
was the last of the year. Therefore, according to custom, the month of Taureon 
should be the first, and that it should be placed in spring, at the equinox. This is 
confirmed by an indication from the decree for Aba. As the first processions 
't'occ; 7tpw't'occ; 7tpocr6aouc; are mentioned in connection with the beginning of the 
year, they cannot but be those which took place on the big holidays in honour 
of the Mother of Gods, between March 1 5  and March 27 ,  as Cybele, the chtonic 
divinity, connected above all with agriculture, was celebrated in spring. The 
ceremonies coincided with the coming of spring, as Attis, her acolyte, whose 
sacred drama they symbolized, represented the vegetation which dies and 
revives. For the agricultural population, spring was the sacred season of the year 
and that is why the religious year, identified with the solar year, began with it 46 • 

42 Completion . . . 7t:xA:xw [u :xtwv ]o� ·i;v line 1 8  was 
suggested to us by Prof. Werner Peek (Halle) to whom 
we take this opportunity to express our thanks ; see 
note J O I .  

43 Av8pe� <ptA6Tetµot in the sense established by 
L. Robert, Les gladiateurs . . .  , p. 276 - 280. 

44 The data concerning the Histrian months were 
collected by D.M. Pippidi, in Contribuţii . .  „ p. 1 20. 

We must add that the month Anthesterion is docu­
mented with certainty in the decree of the tribes for 
Meniscos, published by L. Lambrino, in  Istros, I, 

1 934, p. 1 32 ,  line 16. 
45 Fr. Bilabel, Die Ionische Kolonisation, in  

« Philologus », Supplbd. XIV, Leipzig, 1 920, p. 67 - 70. 
48 H. Graillot, op. cit„ p. 1 6 1  sqq. 
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We must not, however, assume that the beginning of the year, mentioned 
in our inscription, was placed on the fi.rst day of Taureon and that the festivities 
which, as we learn, took place in Histria were occasioned by the fi.rst day of the 
year. The most plausible explanation, which I think we must adopt, is that the 
celebrations in honour of Cybele were the fi.rst in the year which came nearest 
to the fi.rst day and that they preceded others, which we know were held during 
the same month or during the following ones. This conclusion is even more obvious, 
as we know that with the Greeks the fi.rst day of the new year was not celebrated 
by special ceremonies or manifestations, as it happened with the Romans, for 
whom the Kalendae of January were an occasion of great joy and celebration by 
the entire people 47• Moreover, the defective system of the lunar year, which 
allows for the addition and elimination of days in order to make the lunar year 
concord with the solar one, contributed towards lessening the importance of 
the fi.rst day of the year. 

The processions mentioned by the decree, 'Toce; 7tpC:mxc; 7tpocr68ouc;, the 
fi.rst in chronological order, must be linked up with the principal moments 
in the period March 1 5  to March 27 ,  in which Cybele and her acolyte Attis were 
honoured publicly. Beginning with March 15 ,  when the cannophors' confrater, 
nity opened the festival, by their festive procession to the temple, which conti, 
nued during the following days with the carrying of the sacred tree by the den, 
drophors (on the 22nd) and up to the 2 7th, when « Lavatio » concluded the festive 
days, these religious events gave rise to processions and prayers, mentioned in 
inscriptions and in literary texts. On the way to the temple, the choir, macle up 
of young boys or girls, often accompanied by flutes and dances 48 , sang songs 
( 7tpocr68Loc). 

Apart from processions, prayers and sacrifi.ces to the gods (7tpocr68ouc; 
XOCL -3-ucr(occ; XOCL ruxocc; 't'OÎ:c; 3-e:oî:c;), religious ceremonies also included a large meal 
for the entire people. The brilliancy of the celebration depended on the generosity 
of the everget and the latter tried to please the people by the most bountiful 
gifts . This is what Aba did, and consequently the « new year » was celebrated 

' ' , \ ' I i -µe:'t' e:ucppo(J1)v"l)c; xocL c:uwxLocc; µeyoc/\o7tpe:7touc;. 
The terms dlcppocruvYJ and e:uwx(oc are typical, showing the joy at the 

banquets offered by the magistrates or evergets for the people ; one meets these 
terms very often in texts and inscriptions. Songs and dances accompanied the 
merriment 49• 

On the occasion of these celebrations Aba offered, apart from the usual 
banquet, two denarii to every man,  giving this sum to the members of the Council, 
of the gerousia, of the college of taureasts , to doctors and professors and to others 
whom she called in particular, by name : 't'oî: (  c; µE: ] v  yocp �ouf-e:u·rocî:c; 7toccrLv xoct 
ye:poumoccr't'ocÎ:c; xoct "'t'ocupLoccr"'t'ocÎ:c; xoct locTpoî:c; xoct 7tocL8e:u"'t'ocÎ:c; xoct Toî:c; lS(oc xoct E� 

� 1  RE, X,  s.v. Kalendae and Kalendae Ianuariae, 

col. 1 560 - 1 564 ; i bidem, XVII s.v. Neujahr, col. 
1 4 8 - 1 5 2. 

48 H. Graillot, op. cit., p. 1 1 6 - 142 ; Fr. Cumont, 
op. cit., p. 5 2 - 54. About 7tp6cro8o� and 7tpocr68wv 

see article in RE, XXIII„ col. 856 sqq. The volume 
was published in 1 957.  

�9  All the bibliography concerning euwzb: and 
eucp pucruv't) was collected by L. Robert, Hellenica X, 
Paris, 1 955,  p. 1 99, note 7 and p. 298. Apart from 
the documents cited by Robert, see at Callatis the 
expression (lCpeo:]vofl.LIX euwx'ijcr:u •ov 8'ijµov in a decree 
published by I. I. Russu in « Dacia », N.S. ,  I, 1 957, 
p. 1 82,  line 1 - 2. 
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6v6µoc't'oc; x.oc/..ouµtvoLc; EX Mo x.oc't'' ocvapoc a'/)vocp[ l] (l.)V aLocvoµ�v, �V OU7t(l.) 't'Lc; OCAA'IJ 
7tp6't'e:pov, �a(l.)x.ev line 25-30. 

What the money was for is explained by other inscriptions in other parts 
of the Greek world . The distribution of money was a custom the evergets resorted 
to, in order to enable those who took part in the festivities to enjoy themselves 
more. Sometimes wine was distributed freely all through the festivities , free oil 
was given for the gymnasium exercises and there were also free performances. 
But the simplest method was to offer the participants money with which they 
could do what they pleased 50• And this, we think, is what Aba did . 

In an inscription from Selga 51, an everget, who was famous for his generosity, 
is honoured because, as priest of the imperial house and agonothet, he had distri, 
buted money and had moreover offered the people free performances and animal 
fights : . . .  &.pxLe:poccrocµevov 't'OU oix.ou 't'W'J �e:�OCO''t'WV €mq:iocvwc; E7tL aLocvoµoc�c; 

' n ' ' ' ' ' ' , a ' � ' P.. ' • (l ' X.OCL 17'€(1.) pLocLc; X.OCL µovoµocxLocLc; X.OCL X.UV'l)ye:moLc; X.OCL ocy(l.)VOVS:'t''IJV OLOC t-'LOU X..'t'. /\. me 
1-5). At Sardis, one denarius was given to every citizen u7tE:p &e:(l.) pLwv 52• Some 
documents state that the sums of money were paid in one lot, to the benefit 
of the entire people ; other documents are more precise, indicating also the social 
categories of those who benefited by the gifts. Thus, at Iotapa, during the reign 
of M. Aurelius, Kendeos, son of Apaturios ,  and his wife gave the substantial 
sum of 5000 denarii as a gift : . . .  e:Lc; 't'e: aLocvoµocc; 't'WV �ou/..e:[u] 't'W'J x.ocl o tvo8ocrlocc; 
x.ocl yuµvocmocpxlocc; 't'wv 7to/..e:vrwv 53 • At Philadelphia , Aurelius Hermippus, distributes 
money to the council, the gerousia and the tribes : x.ocl 't''Îj x.poc't'L<l''t''IJ � ouA îi 8'1Jvocpl@1 
µupLoc8occ; 7tEV't'e: x.ocl 't'W cre:µv(l.)'t'OC't'(l.) cruve8pL(l.) Tîjc; ye:pouofac; 8'/)vocp Loc µupLoc, q:lUAoc�c; 
E7t't'OC 't'OC�c; Ecr't'OCX.UocLc; 't'ouc; &v8pLOCV't'OCc; 7tpoc; 8'/)vocpLoc xd"ALOC 54 • At Syllium, Meno, 
dora, daughter of Megakles, to cite the example of a woman this time, gave, 
together with her son and daughter, money to all social categories in the town : 
€m8oucrocv . . . . .  ExOC<J''t'(l.) �ou/..e:u ('t'îj] &voc 8'/)'JOCpLoc 1t'l)1 x.ocl crd't'ou µ6[ornv] oc', ye:poc((l.) 
8E: ExOC<J''t'(l.) O'IJVOCp Loc 7t0C1 x.oct [cr] d't'OU µ6 [oLov] oc' , ExX.A'IJ<l'LOC<l''t'îj oE: [€]x.occr't'(l.) 8'/)vOCp Loc 
or/ x.oct crd't'oU µ6 [oLov] oc', yuvocL�L oE: 't'OU't'(l.)'J EX.OCO''t''IJ 8'/)vOCp Loc y' [ o{n] vOLX.'t'OCpLoLc; 8E: 
x.oct &7te:"Ae:uTepoLc; [h] occr't'(l.) 8'tJvocpLoc 8' x..'t'. /... 55. 

The sum of two denarii is worth quite a lot, if we take into account the 
fact that at that time the annual pay of a Roman legionary was 300 denarii , that 
of a simple fi.ghter in the auxiliary troops 75 denarii 56 • The denarius therefore had a 
high value in those times. The wax tablets of Dacia give us useful information 
in this respect. From the expenditure list of a college, on the occasion of a ban, 
quet which took place around the middle of the 2nd century of our era, we learn 
that among the foodstuffs consumed were 5 lambs which cost 1 8  denarii, a piglet 

60 A.H.M. Jones, op. cit„ p. 2 1 8 , 234, 248, 358 
wich che indicated bibliography ; M.  Rostovtseff, 
op. cit„ p. 1 48. 

61 IGRR, I II,  382. 
62 Sardis, Publications of the American Society 

for the Excavations of Sardis, voi. V II, Greek and 

Latin Inscriptions (W. H. Buckler and D.M. Robin­
son), no. 56, apud A.H.M. Jones, op. cit„ p. 358 ,  
note 66. 

63 IGRR, III, 833.  
° '  IGRR, IV,  1632.  

66 IGRR, III, 802, cf. 800, 80 1 .  See also inscrip· 
tion no. 492 of Oenoanda (2nd century of our era) 
where cwo denarii are given to each member of the 
Council. 

68 For che payment of the Roman army during 
the imperial period, the classical work is A. von 
Domaszewski's Der Truppensold der Kaiserzeit, in 
Neue Heidelberger Jahrbticher, X1o 1 900, p. 2 1 8 - 24 1 ; 
cf. article Stipendium in RE, III  A, col. 253 6 - 253 8 ; 
G. R. Watson, The Pay of the Roman Army, in 
« Historia », VIII, 3, 1 95 9, p.  372 - 3 78. 
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which costs 5 denarii, white bread for 2 denarii, onions, vinegar, etc. 57• If a Iamb 
cost only 3 .60 denarii, and a day's work at the Alburnus Maior mines was paid 
at that time (164 our era) 0.40 denarii, as is shown by the contract concluded by 
Memmius, son of Asclepius with a « conductor »58, we can assess even better the 
value of denarii during the period of our decree. Moreover, the decree, we are 
studying, tells us that no one before had given as much as Aba OLocvoµ �v �v 
ou7tw -ne; &"A."A.YJ 7tpo"t'Epov �owxEv line 29 ; this is probably true, even if the affected 
style of the documents of this kind somewhat exaggerated facts. W e can also 
see this if we compare the sum given by Aba with that offered by Artemidoros ,  
son of  Herodoros (1000 denarii) for  the celebration of « Rosalia » a t  Histria, or  with 
another inscription from the rural territory of Histria where the sum was 75  
denarii 59• 

ln the enumeration macle in the text of the inscription reproduced above 
and in the text which follows, as we shall see later on, mention is macle for the 
fi.rst time of some social categories. Thus, �ou"A.c:u"t'ocl, under this form, of a college, 
"t'ocupLOC(J""t'OCL, Loc"t'pol, is not found in other inscriptions . 

Although there are two other Histrian inscriptions which mention two 
�ouAEU"t'ocl, Aelius, buleuta Histriae 60, or Alcrxplwv 'ApL(J"t'OC"'(wpou 61, yet buleutai 
as a whole appear in no other document. Here it is shown that Aba macle 
her gift to « all the members of the Council » ( �ouAEU"t'oc�c; 7toccrw) that is, to 
the entire college. Although no strict order is maintained in the enumeration 
of the various social categories, in keeping with the importance of each, buleutai 
are nevertheless mentioned fi.rst. This points to the leading role of the Council 
in the Greek polis of the Roman epoch. Together with the college of magistrates 
(&px.ov"t'zc; ) the Council becomes the only body with supreme power in the 
state. Its members, mostly wealthy people, are no longer elected , xoc"t'oc cpuMc;:, 
as during the previous periods, the only condition for their being appointed as 
members being their material status. ln the inscriptions of that time �ouAE:u"t'ocl 
appear organized in colleges, which, like the other ones, receive gifts from the 
evergets 62• 

rc:poumoctnocl, mentioned after the buleutai, can only be the members 
of the gerousia, founded for the second time (yc:poucrloc � µc:Toc -r�v OEU"t'Epocv 
xTlmv) during the reign of emperor Hadrian. The leading position they occupy 
in the decree fully agrees with the part played by the gerousia in the Greek polis 
at that time. Although its character is not yet well defined, as there is a diversity 
of opinion in this respect, yet its aristocratic nature cannot be contested 63

• This 

67 CIL, III, tab. cer. XV, p. 953.  
68 CIL, III, tab. cer. C, p. 948. 
69 V. Pârvan, Histria IV, p .  5 99, col. II ,  line 

9 - 10 ( = SEG, 330) ; CIL, I I I ,  7 526 : Eadem con di· 
cion (e) do vi co Ce (r) eris (denarios) LXXV ut faciant 
pri (die) Ka! (endas) lunias hoc !oco . . .  etc . . .  In ge ·  
neral, for the value o f  the denarius a t  that time see 
Thomas Pekary, Studien zur romischen Wăhrungs· 
und Finanzgeschichte von 1 6 1  bis 235 N. Chr., in 
« Historia », VIII,  4, 1 959 ,  p. 443 sqq. 

80 V. Pârvan, Cetatea Vlmetum, in ARMSI, 
s. II, XXXIV, p.  5 30, no. 2 .  

8 1  « Dacia » ,  II ,  1 925 ,  p.  232,  no.  30. 
82 About the part played by �o·JAlJ in the 

Roman period and especially in the second century 
of our era, see Is. Levy's study in REG, VIII ,  1 895, 
p.  2 1 9 - 23 1 .  

83 For gerousia see Is. Levy, REG, VIII ,  1 895, 
p.  23 1 - 250 ; W. Liebenam, op. cit„ p. 565 - 566 ; 
Fr. Poland, G eschichte des griechischen V ereinswesens, 
Leipzig, 1 909, p. 102 ; A. H. M. Jones, op. cit., 
p. 225 - 226 and 353 ,  note 3 1 ; J. H. Oliver, «Historia», 
VII, 1 958 ,  p. 472 - 496 : Gerusiae and Augustales ; 
cf. J. and L. Robert, in BullEp, LXXII, 1 959, p. 1 69, 65. 
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is even more clearly evidenced when we analyse the situation at Histria. ln this 
instance the album of 138 our era is no longer an empty list for us, a mere enu, 
mt:ration of unknown names. The epigraphic discoveries of the last few years 
has macle it possible to identify many gerousiasts with dignitaries of public life, 
men who held various civic and religious functions. This has macle their social 
and economic position quite clear. lt could thus be established that many of the 
members of the gerousia appear in this association in families (yEv'Y)) ,  some of 
them quite numerous. One of these families is that of Dionysios, whose sons, 
grandsons and great grandsons, eight in all, appear both in the gerousia and in 
another unpublished document 64• Many such examples can be given and a sum, 
mary investigation of the album of the gerousia has led to the identifi.cation 
of at least seven families of this kind. ln the light of the new data, the gerousia 
of Histria appears not as a simple private college with a religious and educational 
character, nor as a « club », « casino » and so on, but as a mighty organization, 
private of course, and according to age, but with a great politica! and economic 
power in the state. lts members were the most outstanding people ( cpLA6-re:Lµm), 
who had been or still were members of thc Council, magistrates , priests 
and so on. 

The third, in the order followed by our decree, is the college of taureasts 
( w.u pe:wnoc[} .  This is the second mention available, attesting to the presence 
of this thiasos in Histria. In an epigraphic document, recently discovered and 
published by D. M .  Pippidi, they appear to be the forum which issued a decree 
for the honouring of Aristonikos ,  son of Anthesterios ,  a benefactor of the college 65• 
The document we have just mentioned tells us that the taureasts had a holiday 
called -rocopLoc during which, as in other Ionian towns, they crowned the ever, 
gets and honoured Poseidon. The bad state of preservation of this document 
has macle it impossible to establish the date when this holiday was held and how 
long it lasted. It is probable, however, that the situation was similar to that of 
Sinope, where Poseidon was honoured during two months of the year, namely 
Taureon and Poseidon 66 • Now that mention has been macle of the month of 
Taureon at Histria 67 ,  this supposition has even more chances of being true. 
Like the other Milesian towns, Histria could not fail to pay homage to Poseidon 
Helikonios, one of the oldest and best loved Pan,Ionian gods 68• During the 3rd 
century, the servants of this god in the town on the banks of Lake Sinoe were 
high placed perso·ns, such as Tl-roc:; ArALOc:; Mw[ ouxLocvoc:;] tc:pe:uc:; -rou 0e:ou �Lei �(ou ,  
who was at the same time also pontarch of the pentapolis 69 •  The fact that the 
taureasts are cited among the first in the enumeration makes us infer that 
Poseidon played a big part in the public cult. 

Up to the discovery of our decree, there was no lack of information 
concerning the educational activity and the care of public health in Histria. 
During the Hellenistic period, mentions in this respect were found more often 

61 In this respect see the recent study by D.M. 
Pippidi, În jurul unei inscripţii din Mu�eul Naţional 
de A ntichităţi al Instit. de Arheologie, in SCIV, X, 2, 
1 958,  especially, p. 365 - 369. 

66 Histria I, p. 553 ,  no. 30. 66 BCH,  XIII,  1 898, p. 300 - 30 1 .  

67 SCIV, VII, 3 - 4, 1 956, p .  347. 66 The documents were collected and interpreted 
by Fr. Bilabel, op. cit. , p. 90 - 93 ;  cf. D. M. Pippidi, 
in Histria I, p. 553. 69 Cf. C. Moisil, in BCMI, IV, 1 9 1 1 ,  p. 106 ; 
]. Weiss, in JC'.>AI, XIV, 1 9 1 1 ,  Beibl. col. 1 5 1 - 1 5 2. 
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and were more complete 70• As for the Roman epoch, our information on the 
education of young people was very scarce. Apart from an inscription from the 3rd 
century of our era, in which mention is macle of the rebuilding of the gymnasium 
(yuµvoccnov &vocve:wcrocµev ov),  there is nothing else to cite. That is why the 
mention of the professors and doctors (line 27 : xocl -ro'i:i; loc-rp o'i:i; xocl 7tOCL-
8e:u-roc'i:i;) in the decree for Aba is very welcome. During the Roman epoch, 
inscriptions mention 7tocL8e:u't'oc( side by side with the doctors ( loc-rpo(), as 
in our inscription or in that of Dionysopolis 71, where they are cited in a similar 
position with that of the Histrian decree. Their presence side by side with the 
loc-r p o( and on the same level as they were, is quite explicable, as both colleges 
had a common regime at that time, established by the emperors of that period . 
During the epoch we are referring to, the emperors gave precise dispositions 
concerning their juridica! status and both colleges are always mentioned together. 
Thus, Vespasian is the fi.rst to extend the immunity of munera, which Augustus 
had granted to physicians only 72, to professors too.  At fi.rst it was only an 
exemption from the obligation to offer « hospitality », that is lodgings to the 
Roman army in the provinces 73• Emperor Hadrian 74 also confi.rms this privilege, 
while Antoninus Pius 76 and then Commodus 76 extend the exemptions, adding 
new ones, including the gymnasiarchia, agoranomia, priesthoods ( le:pwcruvocL), 
tutelage, €/...ocLwvloc, etc. 

This shows, on the one hand, how heavy municipal duties had become 
for the population in the Roman epoch and on the other hand the deadlock 
reached by the Greek polis , whose administrative system and budget depended 
on the bounty of « benefactors ». At the same time, one can see the appre­
ciation enjoyed by the professorial and medical corps in the imperial epoch, 
an appreciation which has its antecedents in the Hellenistic period . Even 
in those times, the states used to pay greater attention to education and 
public health 77• 

Unfortunately public schools did not include children of primary school 
age, either in the Hellenistic period or later on in the Roman period. The primary 
school education was left to the care of private persons (7tocL8ov6µoL) who had 
a precarious economic condition. They were not exempt from the munera, 
mentioncd above, for the texts, very clear in this respect, do not mention them 
together with the teachers of secondary schools (y pocµµoc't'Lxo() nor with those 
of high schools ( crocpLO"t'oc(, p�-ro pe:i;) 78. 

70 The news on the education of young people 
in Histria was collected and commented by Em. 
Popescu in SCIV, VII, 3 - 4, 1 956, p.  343 - 365. 

71 IGB, I, no. 30 . . .  ·� �ou).� )((lL ă.yopocv6µ0L� )(txL 
I "t"(lL ]� EîtTOC !p\JA(lL� )((lL TOL� uµvo\iat TOU� LE�oca-rou� 
)(O:L ă.yopoclot�, !tl-rpoî�, 7ttlt8EuTtlL� )(ocl -roî� 7tocpE < [7toc ]­
�f;>':[t8 ] 1Jl:"1Ja�atv . . .  

72 Dio Cassius, LIII, 60 ( = Zonaras X, 30). 
78 Digesta L, 4, 1 8, 30 ; Sittungsberichte d. preuss. 

Akad. d. Wissenschu{ten, Berlin, 1 93 5 ,  968, 7 .  
74 Digesta, i bidem. 
76 Idem, XXVII, 1 ,  6, I .  
78 Idem, 8. 

77 C. Barbagallo, Lo Stato e l ' istru:i;ione pubblica 
nell' impero romano, Catania. 1 9 1 1 ;  L. Hahn, Ober 
das V erhăltnis von Staat und Se hule i n  d er romischen 
Kaiserteit, in « Philologus » 76, 1 926, p.  1 76 sqq. ; 
H. Irenee Marrou, Histoire de l'education dans l'Anti­
quite, IV-eme ed., Paris, 1 958.  For public physicians : 
the article Medicus DA, III, p. 167 1 ,  1685,  1693 ; 
R. Pohl, D e  graecorum medicis publicis, Berlin, 1 905 ; 
L. Cohn-Haft, The Public P h:ysicians of Ancient 
Greece (Smith College:'.Studies in History, 42), Nor­
thampton, Mass. 1 956 ; cf. REG, 1 958,  p.  200. 

78 Digesta L, 4,\ 1 1 , 4 ,  etc. ; cf. Digesta XXVII, 
1 ,  6, I .  
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As for the number of teachers and physicians, Histria was probably no 
exception from the general situation prevalent at that time. Fortunately, we have 
very precise indications of the time of Antoninus Pius, from which period our 
decree dates. By a disposition addressed to the towns in Asia Minor ( Kowov T'Yjc; 
'Aofac;) and then extended to the whole empire, this emperor fixed the number 
of teachers and doctors for each town in relation to its size. According to the 
interpretation given by the jurisconsult Modestinus, these towns were divided 
into three categories : 1 )  capitals of provinces, 2) towns with courts of law (forum 
causarum) and 3) common towns. The maximum number for each was 10,  7 ,  and 5 
physicians and respectively, 5 ,  4, or 3 grammaticoi and as many retors (sophists) 79• 

W e do not know to which of these categories Histria belonged ; one thing 
is certain that in the Roman epoch it was not the capital of a province, for 
as is known, the capital of the province was Tomis. So only the two other cate, 
gories could be taken into consideration and even in this case, if we were to 
choose one or the other, we still could not specify the exact number, for the 
imperial decree left it to the towns to decrease this number as they liked 80. The 
leaders of the empire were not pleased to have too large a number of privileged 
people, exempt from the munera, nor could the municipal leaders like this, since 
inside the town the duties were the same and there were ever fewer citizens to 
take them on. The order given by Antoninus Pius was determined precisely by 
the fact that many citizens, wishing to be in the privileged situation of teachers, 
sought to assume the honorifi.c title of professor and thus get rid of their civic 
obligations. One may therefore infer that the number of teachers and physicians 
in Histria was not too big. However, those who are mentioned in the decree 
for Aba were in the service of the state, which paid them for their services. This 
situation is so common, that this town on the Western coast of Pontus Euxinus 
could not be an exception 81. 

ln lines 26 to 27 ,  we find in our decree among those who benefi.ted by 
Aba's gifts a category of people designated by the following words : xoc1. To'i:c; 
· �' \ , i: ' ' "'). ' ,,� h . h h d LoLoc xocL ec., ovoµoc-rnc; xoc/\ouµev OLc; . . . eocuxev, t at 1s ,  t e onoure person, 
age gave two denarii to each of those who had been called particularly and according 
to their name (nominally). As far as we know, the expression as such bas 
appeared in no other epigraphic text, and it is therefore diffi.cult for us to establish 
who were those who received the two denarii and how many of them there were. 
We believe we are not wrong in supposing that allusion is macle to a certain 
category of people, who came to the celebrations about the New Y ear as private 
persons. They were not members of any association of the kind mentioned 
before ( � oUAEU't'OCL, yep OUO'LOCO''t'OC(, 't'OCU pLOCO''t'OC(, loc't'po( ,  etc.) ,  to whom the gift 

79 Digesta XXVII, I ,  6, 2 :  "Eanv llE: xocl 6 iipLOµoi; 
p·�T6 pwv bJ ex.XO"T1) 7t6Ae:L TWV T�V OCÂ€LTOUpY7)0"LOCV E-.z6v­
TWV, xocl oc !pfoe:ti; nvl:t; 7tpoc;xdµe:voct Tîi'> v6µ<1>, G7te:p ll-r,­
AoUTOCL e� emO"TOA'ijt; ' AvTOVUVOU TOU Euc;e;f3oui; ypoccpd­
O""l)t; µl:v Tij> xotvij> T'ijt; 'Aaloci;, 7tOCVTl 1>1: x6aµw lltoccpe:pou­
a-r,i;, �i; tO"Tlv TO xe:cp.XAocrnv "t'OUTO u7to"t'e:Tocyµevov. A! µE:v 
eH.nou� 7t6Ae:Lt; /lUvcr;ncr;L 7tEVT€ !ocTpout; ă.nAei:t; lix_e:Lv 
xocl "t'pei:i; O"O(jlLO"TOCt; Kocl ypocµµocTLKoui; Toui; fooui; · c d  
/l i:  µd�out; 7t6Ae:Lt; e7tTOC "t'OUt; &e:poc7te:uov"t'oct;, "t'foaoc poct; 
-:-oui; 7toctlle:uovToci; E:xocTepocv 7toctlldocv · oct 1>1: µe:ylaTocL 

19 - o. llliO 

7t6Ae:Lt; llixoc b.Tpoui; xocl p�To pxi; 7tevn xotl y pocµµoc­
"t'txoui; "t'OUt; fooui;. U7tEp ll& TOUTOV "t'OV ă.pL0µ6v oul>& 
� µe:ylO"T"IJ 7tOALt; T�V heAe:LOCV 7totpEx_E:L . dxoi; 1>1: "t'ij> 
µE:v µe;y(c;"t''ll ă.pt6µîi> x_ p�c;cr;c;6ocL TOCt; µ"l)Tp ')7t6Ae:Lt; "t'WV 
e6vwv, Tîi> 1>1: lle:uTEP<t> "t'OCt; ezouc;cr;i; iiyopoct; lltxwv, 
Tij> llE: "t'pL"t'<tl TOCt; Aom.Xi;. 

80 Ibidem, XXVII,  I, 6, 3 .  About all these, see 
H. I Marrou, op. cit„ p. 40 1 - 402. 

81 Digesta L, 9, 4, 2 ;  Plinius, Ep. IV, 1 3, 6 :  m ultis 
in locis . . .  in q uibus praeceptores p ublice conduc untur. 
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is macle as a group, but rather a category of friends and acquaintances of Aba 's, 
whom she wanted to share her bounty. It is not impossible that some of them 
should have been members of other groups, such as those mentioned in the 
following lines, for instance : � pocxAe:LM''t'OCL, 't'EX't'Ove:c;, uµvwool, or of other 
groups, which do not appear in the decree and who did not receive the two 
denarii gift, reserved for other, more important associations. 

Like other evergets of the Hellenistic period or of the Roman one, Aba 
wants to be cpLAO't'e:Lµoc;, not only towards the cult of the gods and the quasi,statal 
associations, but also towards private persons. There are numerous examples in 
this respect, and often allusions are macle to charities on two planes : LSloc xoct 
oriµocrloc 1'12' to loc XOCL XOLvd( 'Îj) 83' to loc ExtXO''t'(J) XOCL XOLV'Îj Tt'OCO'LV cpLAocve pw7td'J 84 ' 
To�c; LSloc rrocp:X)'Lvoµ€voLc; 85, or To�c; LSloc &cpLxvouµ€voLc; 86, xoc't'oc xoLvov � xoc't'' > �I I I I "'l I 

87 LoLocv ZPYJOC'J rroccrw cruve:pyOLc; cpL/\O't'e:Lµwc; • 

A similar situation to that finding in Histria is also offered by the 
Nyssa decree 88 in honour of Titus Aelius Alcibiades , who is honoured for : 

\ � \ > �  I < I [ ] \ � I \ ) \ \ [ � I ] \ . . .  XOCL Q(J) pe:occ; LoLOC 't'e: e:xoccr't'O Le; X OCL oriµocrLOC XOC't'OC cpu ,occ; XOCL cru ve:o pLoc X:XL cruµµ-
oplocc; 0Locv€µwv wc; rr&crocv µev ExXAYjcrlocv, rroc[cr]ocv OE �OUA�v, 7ttXV't'OC OE cruvoc8 [ p oLcr­
µ6]v 'ize:Lv 't'L cpLAOTdµriµoc µ€·yoc XOCL owpov 'At,XL�LtXOOU, etc. line 23-29. 

With line 30 of the decree the list of those who received from Aba two 
denarii , which as we are told is a big sum, « nat given by anyone before », comes 
to an end. Then comes the enumeration of those who did not receive this 
gift ; these participated only in the banquet, otv or 6mov 89 • The first to be men, 
tioned are in reality subdivisions of the tribes : To�c; oe Ev Toc�c; cpu"'Aoc�c; xoc't'oc 
rre:v't'"fJXOv't'ocpzloc'J OLocve:'1e:µ riµ€voLc; line 30-3 1 .  The group mentioned rre:v't'"fJY.Ov­
't'OCpzloc is not found in other documents which speak of tribes, discovered 
so far either at Histria or in the rest of the Greek world. We have tried to 
establish its meaning in a previous study, published by the review Dacia 90• 
In this special case of our decree, rre:vTYJXOv't'ocpzloc appears as a unit within 
the framework of which the people take part in the banquct given on the 
occasion of the religious celebrations in honour of the Mother of Gods. The presence 
of the tribes on such occasions is often met with in inscriptions and is also 
mentioned in Histria by the decree for Aristagoras ,  son of Apaturios 91• The 
division of the people into smaller groups was useful during the holidays as 
order had to be kept r.nd because it also facilitated the distribution of the gifts . 
A decree from Piraeus in honour of a citizen from another demos shows that there 
't'pLocx&c; represented thc group of people who took the meal in common. After 
granting Kallidamas thc right to take part in the sacrifi.ces and the banquet, he 
is assigned a place in 7 ;:- �ocx&c; 9 2 :  xoci cruve:crnoccr8ocL KocAA�o&µocv-roc µe:TOC n e:L poc�e:UcrLV 
v6µ�µ6v fow1 de; -rp�ocxc .o:x �v ocv O'.UToc; �ouAîjTOC�. 

82 Syll 3, 85 ,  line IO.  
83  Ibidem, 320, line IO.  
8�  Ibidem, 56,  line 30. 
85  Ibidem, 438, line IO.  
88 Ibidem, 454, line 5 .  
8 7  IGB I, 43, line IO.  
88 BCJ-I, I 885 ,  p.  I 27 . 
89 Concerning o [voit6cnov see C'.>Jh., VI, 1 903, 

p. 1 22 ; RE, 1 7 , s.v. o !voitoadpzr,<; .  A college 
of auvitOO'LotO'Totl ac Philipopolis : AEM, XVIII, 
p. 1 1 7 ,  no. 30. 90 See « Daci.a », N. S., III, I 959, p. 256 - 257 .  

91 Syll 3 708, line 23  - 24. 92 IG 2 1 2 1 2  (Michel, Recu eil . . . 1 45 ,  Syll 3,  912), 
line 14 sq. ; cf. L. Robert, Hellenica, V, p. IO. 
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The c1t1zens who, we are told, were included in the pentekontarchies, 
probably represented the mass of the people, 7tOALTCH with full rights in the 
state, in contradistinction to the common people T O  7tA-Yj8oc; (line 43-44) and 
foreigners : mipc:moriµouv't'c:c;, mentioned lower down. Of the same gift, obott6mov, 
which was boastfully named by the inscription 8crov OL b t  Toic; µc:y&!-oLc; ov6µcrnLV 
r.pLAO't'c:Lµooµc:voL offered by those w ho claimed to acquire high names 93 also pro-
6.ted the colleges of uµvc.)OOL, 't'EX't'OVC:c;, Lc:pon[J.oc]Td't'(n ,  and �p11.XAC:LOCO"'îiY.L 

This is the second time that a college of singers, uµvwoo(, is attested in 
Histria. An inscription discovered in 1953 and studied by D. M. Pippidi, mentioned 
the « elder singers who honoured the great god Dionysos » :  uµvwoo( 7tpc:cr�O'îc:poL 
o L 7tc:pt Tov µeyocv -9-c:ov �L6vucrov. As the editor of the inscription established, 
they formed « the artistic group of the association cr7tdpoc �wvucrLiXO"TW'J or an 
independent group affi.liated to the speira for the purpose of joint performances ». 
Dating from the fi.rst half of the 3rd century of our era (222-225), the inscrip­
tion furnishes information on the organization of the college of hymnodoi 94• 

ln our decree the hymnodoi are not qualifi.ed by an epithet which could 
tell us more precisely which is referred to. To identify them is rendered even 
more diffi.cult, by the fact that in the Roman imperial period the Greek towns 
had many groups of singers. The inscriptions mention the hymnodoi in connection 
with associations, for instance with the gerousia , the Council or, as we saw at 
Histria , as members of the mystical association in honour of Dionysos. The 
most frequent type of singers' associations were those aimed at glorifying the 
emperors 95• lt is possible that those mentioned at Histria should have belonged 
to a college of this type, such as those in the towns of Moesia Inferior 96, or they 
may have been a larger group of all the colleges of singers who had gathered on 
the occasion of the celebrations in order to receive the gifts. 

Among the associations mentioned for the fi.rst time at Histria is also 
that of TEX't'ovc:c; (line 32-33). This term was used as far back as the Homeric 
epoch to designate woodworkers, house-builders and shipwrights, etc. 97• Although 
the word has also other meanings, it indicates in general the work of people who 
use wooden material, in contrast to stone workers A.�8 oA.6yOL or metal workers 
xocA.xdc;. The decree gives no details as to the organization of the colleges of 
tektones in Histria. Documents referring to this association are rare . Some data 
are offered by Egypt, where they existed in the l st century (the year 46 of our era) 
o L  &.7to [T-Yjc;?] TITo[A.c:] µoc(ooc; Te[xt'o] vc:c; ttpc:cr�o't'c:po L  (there were therefore at least 

9J Only the zealous ones who spent money for 
the benefic of the community became <pLAOTe:Lµouµe:vot,  
or acquired high names µe:y&::f-ot ov6µotTot. In the 
decree of the Herakleiasts of Delas in honour 
of Patron, son of Dorotheus (Ch. Michel, op. cit. 
998, lines 30 - 35),  or in the regulations of che ioba­
choi of Athens, the benefactors of che associa· 
tions are called <pLAOTe:Lµouµe:vo� (Syll 3, 1 109, lines 
4 1 - 46) ; in an inscription from Bithynia (OGIS, 5 28), 
Tiberius Claudius Piso, afrer having held the highest 
fonction which existed in the Roman epoch, acquires 
the title of TO µiyot ovoµot TOU yivou,. 

•� D. M. Pippidi, Contribuţii . . .  , p. 1 97 - 2 12 .  
9 6  Concerning the college of  hymnodoi see : 

Th. Reinach, s. v. Hymnodus, in DA, I I l1 , p. 336 - 337 ; 
Fr. Poland, op. cit . ,  p. 46 sqq. ; E. Ziebarth, in RE, col. 
2520 - 2522 ; H. I .  Marrou, op. cit . ,  p. 192 ; D. M. 
Pippidi, Contri buţii . . . , p .  1 97 - 2 12 .  

96 At Dionysopolis chere appear o[  uµv@3ol 
ve:t�Te:pOL  and o[  uµvouvTe:, TOU' :Ee:�otO"TOU' (IGB, I ,  3 7 ,  
30 )  and  ac Nikopolis ad Istrum three inscriptions 
speak of uµvwool 7tpe:G�'JTe:p oL,  uµvwod <pLAOGE�GtGTOL, 
uµvwod [e:p ovd:.<ctL l<GtL <pLAOO"E�otGTOL, i bidem, 656, 
667, 668. 

97 II. V, 5 9 - 63 ,  VI, 3 1 5 ; Od, IX, 1 26 ,  XVII, 
384, etc. see the article Architectus in DA, I ,  p. 3 74-
382 ; G.  Busole, op. cit. ,  p .  1 72 .  
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two associations in that place) and who had also a priest 98• We find a XWJO'V 
-rwv -rex-rovc.uv mentioned at Oxyrhynchos 99 in the 4th century (3 16  our era). 
Recently, J. and L. Robert reported an unkown inscription 100 found at Avdan 
in Eastern Caria, dating from the imperial period ; it comprises a list of 14 names 
with the following dedication : ot xoc-roccrxe:1hcrocv oixov cruvc.uµ6-re: LitL Between 
these names , mention is macle of a -rex-rc.uv and a xe: pocµe:u� headed by a priest. 

In rPconstituting and understanding the text, we met with a great difficulty 
namely IEPOIT . .  TEITAI � in line 32  of the decree. Although there are but 2 
letters missing, no correspondent could be found, in none of the documents 
at our disposal. Prof. Werner Peek (Halle) had the kindness to suggest in a letter 101 
the completion of the lacuna with AA. Thus we should have the word {e:p o, 
n [:Aoc]-rdni� akin to {e:poT. AOCT('1), to be found in a Milet inscription 102• We 
consider such a fitting in, very suitable and we should understand by kpo7tAoc-re:l-rocL 
an association whose members carried on their activity in a •1e:poc IlA.oc-rE�oc 
near some sacred edifice 103 •  Thus, there is proof of another college at Histria 
and we receive new toponimic indications on this Greek city. 

The association of Herakleiastai is the last enumerated in the list of those 
having received otvor, 6 : tov. Its mention in our decree is the only of this 
kind at Histria. It is a proof of H �rakles' honouring in our Pontic city. 

The enumeration of Aba's deeds connected with the New Year feasts 
closes with line 34. Then, µe:-roc [Se Tou]-ro, her generosity is connected 
with other events during the year. The first of them is mentioned vouµ'1)v(oc. 

This day, the first after the appearance of the new moon in the sky, 
was of particular importance in the life of primitive peoples, as well of the ancient 
ones 104• With the Greeks it was an occasion for religious manifestations, some, 
times public, and also particularly private. Dedicated to Apollo, also called 
N ouµ�vto�, this day was also celebrated in some regions of the Greek world 
(and in Macedonia too) as the birthday of this god. The Spartan kings brought 
sacrifices to Apollo every v ouµ'1)v(oc and on the 7th of the month 105• In Athens, 
the citizens climbed the Acropolis and prayed to the gods for themselves and 
for the welfare of the State 106 •  At Priene 107 ,  the stephanephoros brought 

98 Alex. Mus. no. 47,  line 2 1 33 ; Catalogue 
1 893, p.  1 45 (2489) ; apud Poland, op. c i t . ,  p. 1 1 8 - 1 19 ,  
343 .  

9 9  Grenfell-Hunt, The Ox;yrh. Pap. I 53 ,  cf. 
Poland, op. cit. ,  p. 1 1 9. 100 J. and L. Robert, in BullEp, 1 958, p. 1 95 ,  7 5 .  101 This article was already in the press when 
we received the letter in which the following inter· 
pretations were suggested, beside the one mentioned 
in note 42 and the above-mentioned : lines 3 2 - 33 : 
o [vorr&nov ;  line 34 µe:-riX [81: -rou]-ro ; line 37 e�UltlJ­
p&[-rlJae:v· OOoc) j line 38 oc[u-rlxoc e8e)�oc't"O instead of 
&[rrocVToc &ve:8&]�oc-ro as we had proposed ; line. 4 1  : 
T]EAEL ; line 43 �[TL ctAA"l)V 8wp)e:ocv? ; line 44 : [cpop. 
nxwv TLv]wv ? Our warmest thanks go to prof. Peek 
for his precious help. 

1oi Milet. Die Ergebnisse cler Ausgrabungen, 
l l a. lH, 403. 

loJ For a better understanding of the word 
see : 0Jh., 29, 44 :  �oo-rorr).ocnln;.; ; IGRR, IV, 790 : 
o [  Ev -r"ij LXUTLX"ij ltAOC't"ELoc nxvel-rocL ; i bidem, 791 : o [  EV 
-r"ij 8e:pµocfa ltAocTe:Îoc lpyoca-roc( ; i bi dem 425 : o [ xoc-rot­
xo\iVTe:t; ri)v lioccmocpe:l-rwv ltAocTEÎoc ; IGRR, III, 7 1 1 :  
:Ee:�ocari) itAocnîoc ; SEG, IV, 5 39 - 54 1 : l1Aoc-re:îa 
Bpocvztocv/i. 

101 M. Nilsson, Primitive Time- reckoning, Lan· 
don, 1 920, p. 14 7 sqq. and 362 sqq. 

106 For VOU(J."l)Vloc see the article by M. Nilsson 
and Ludwig Ziehen, in RE, XVII, col. 1292 - 1 295 ; cf. 
Ludwig Deubner, Attische Feste, Berlin, 1 956, p. 202 

108 [ Demosth] 25 ,  99 : rrwt; 81: -rocît; vouµ l)vloctt;. 
e:!.; -r�v &xp6rroALV &voc�oclvovnt; -r&yoctloc -r"ij rr6Ae:L 
8t86voct xocl €xoca-ro.; E:ocu-rw -roî.; .&e:oî.; e:u�e:-roct. 

107 Inschriften von Pri ene, hersg. von Fr. Hiller 
von Gaertringen, Berlin, 1 906, 108, line 260 sqq. ; 
1 1 3 ,  line 54 ; 1 23 ,  line 4. 
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sacrifices to the gocls of the town ancl in Erethria 108 the statues of the tyranni, 
cicles were crownecl. Nouµ l)vloc was a holiclay cluring which the families or colleges 
crownecl or cleanecl the statues of the ancestors, ancl went to the temples to 
bring sacrifices to the gocls ancl heroes 109• 

Then are mentionecl eudo:L which mrnn the sacrifices at the monthly 
assemblies auvo8oL, auvocywyocl in honour of the gocls and benefactors. As was 
pointecl out by Polancl no auvo8o� and auvocywy�, terms which mean assemblies 
of a religious nature, are inseparable from &ualocL. There are clocuments point, 
ing to monthly &ualocL. Thus in the clecree of Sestos, in honour of Menas, 
it is statecl that the sacrifices in honour of the protecting gocls of the gymnasium 
were macle every month 111 • An inscription of Hierapytna 112 inclicates that &ualoc 
took place xoc-ra µ!fjv[oc] , while in other localities similar mentions are macle 113• 

With a meaning approaching that of auvo8o� ancl cruvocywy�, but with 
a somewhat larger nuance, is the worcl €op-r� . 

Iloc't'plocL e:uxocl, mentionecl in our inscription lines 35-36 refers to the 
perpetuation of a cult, brought long before from the metropolis to the Dobru, 
cljan citaclel ancl which the colonists were striving to preserve unchangecl. This 
treasury of customs formecl [ -ra d]8Lcrµ€voc: as an inscription of Magnesia 114 tells 
us, for the fulfilment of which the evergets hacl to pay sums of money, whence 
the sense of generosity, liturgy 115• That is why in our inscription, mention is 
macle in lines 37-38 of the � �8Lµo� te:po7toLtoc which Aba carriecl out to the 
benefit of the people, spencling consiclerable sums of money. Lines 37-41 can 
be unclerstoocl only in this way : yap -r!fj� Eelµou te:po7tmtoc� ocvocA.wµoc-roc oc[ U't'LXOC 
! � I ] !::' \ !! t l_ > fJ. I > I I [ ").

] 
I > I - \ e:oe: sOC't'O XOCL uO'OC U7ti:: p e:uae:t-'e:Loc� e:7te:vOe:L 7tOCV 't'OC �LI\ O't'e:Lµw� E:7t0Ll)O"E:V, 't'WV µe:v 

ocvoc"Awµoc-rw[v xoc-r]oc�pov�aoccroc -r!fj� ae: e:UaoC:loc� oux OALyw p�croccr[oc . . .  ] X.'t'.A. 
The strangers who were in the town also benefitecl by Aba's bounty to 

the people. Like other evergets, like Aristagoras ancl Carpos, son of Artemicloros, 
who dicl not forget strangers 116, she also remembers them ancl gives them presents. 
About what strangers our clecree speaks is clifficult to say. The only specification 
we have is that she favourecl the strangers « who enjoyecl influence with the 
people » :  -r] €Ae:L xocl 7tocpe:ma'Y)µouv-rwv -rw&v -re: 7t[e:pl -rov] 8-Yjµov 8uvocµEvwv. 
Taking into account the inclications of the text, we believe that we must think 
first ancl foremost of the Romans who, as representatives of the central power, 

108 Syll 3, 284. 
109 Cf. article in RE, s. v. vouµl)vloc, see above 

note 105. Unlike Nilsson, L. Ziehen draws attention 
to the private nature of the celebrations within the 
framework of vouµl)vloc, pointing out that în general 
che events took place privatim. 

uo Poland, op. cit., p. 247, 248 and RE, IV, 
col. 1 284 - 1 296 and col. 1 4 1 5 - 1 434. 

m OGIS, 339, lines 67 - 68. 
112 CIG, II, 2562. 
m JOAI, V, 1 902, p.  1 28, line 1 5 ; Ch. Michel, 

op. cit . ,  1 0 1 1 ,  IG, IV 358, line 1 2 ;  Lebas-Wadding­
ton, Voyage archeologique en Grece et en Asie Mi neure, 
voi. III, no. 1 1 43 ,  line 18 sq. 

114 Die Inschriften von Magnesia am Meander, 

hersg. von Otto Kern, Berlin, 1900, no. 1 1 7 ,  p. 106,  
line 5.  

115 Syll  3, 1 109, line 1 1 1 :  6 le:pei'.i� 13e bwre::Ae:ln·> 
-r:Xc; i6lµou� ALTOupylocc; ; L. Robert, H ellenica V I, 
p. 7 7 ,  78 : e: lOLO'fLEVOC • . .  , 1't"tXVTOC t6Lµoc. 

118 Syll 3, 708, line 16 : 1't"Ae:ÎO'TOC TE O'\lVOCAAtXj'fLOCTOC 
1't"OALTOCc; &µoc K[ocl ] !;ivoLc; 1't"OL"l]O'tXfLE:VOc; 1't"po� 1't"tXVTOCc; 
&<p1(A.]ocpyupwc; u1't"e:O'T�O"ocTo ;  for the second century 
of our era, see inscription published by Tocilescu, 
AEM, XI, 1 887,  p.  66, no. 1 40, but correctly un­
derstood by L. Robert and commented by D. M .  
Pippidi, in SCIV, IX, 2 ,  1 958,  p .  366 : Ktip1'1"oc; 
'ApTe:µLl3wpou Tou ii [ pz1e: ] pcw( c;  Kocl 1't"ovTtipxou Kocl 
u!ou Tlj� 1'1"6Ae:w�] e:U6l)VLtipxou Kocl 1't"OAAtXKLc; Ev [Toci:c; 
&<pop!oc1c; Touc; 1't"o:Ahocc; Koct Tou� tvo1 ]KolivTocc; !;zvouc; 
&pi<jiocVTOI c; . . .  K.T.A. 
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must have settled in Histria in order to carry out special missions. There are 
sufficient mentions of their presence in our Pontic town. Pârvan believed he could 
identify some of them even among the members of the gerousia 117 • ln any case, 
there was a statio of the Roman military post in the important Greek centre of 
Histria, as is proved with certainty by the gravestone of Aelius Victor, beneficiarius 
consularis 118 ,  and maybe the name of M. Julius Moschus, member of the gerousia 
(col. I, line 103) and at the same time beneficiarius. Naturally, we do not exclude 
the possibility that among 7tixpEmS"f)µouv-rEc; o i  7tEpl. -rov S�µov SuvocµEvoL there 
should also have been others, maybe foreigners invited by the people for the 
satisfaction of requirements which the Histrians could not cope with alone. lt 
is probable that this happened also at the time of our decree, as it did in 
the Hellenistic epoch, when architects 1 19 and physicians 120 were invited , win, 
ning the praise of the people. W e must also bear in mind the merchants , 
who settled there for commercial exchanges. Even though at the time of our 
decree commerce no longer represented the main source of income for Histria, 
as it had been before, yet it could not have declined completely. Moreover, 
in a letter of governor Sabinus to the Histrians it is said that the former had 
learnt (the information is certainly exaggerated) that « almost the only income of 
the town is that resulting from the sale of salted fish » 121 : [ crzESov] hdv"fJV 
µ6v"f)v dvixL -r�c; 7toAEwc; 7topcro[Sov -r�v h -rou] -rixpELZEuoµevou tz0uoc;. Coming 
from the Orient or southern Greece, these merchants must have come to Histria, 
even if their number was not so big as in Tomis, the great economic and politica! 
centre of the Roman imperial epoch 122 •  

The last social category mentioned in the decree for Aba is the rag tag 
and bobtail, the plebeians, the commoners -ro 7t:A�Ooc;. It is regrettable that just 
at this place our inscription is so mutilated and we cannot find out more things 
about this social stratum, mentioned for the first time at Histria . It is probable 
that this category included, besides commoners, also the poor and all those who 
were of uncertain origin, as well as the freed men , OCTt'EAEU0Epm, about whom some 
mentions are macle at Histria 123• AU of them formed a composite group, which in 
other parts of the Greek world bore the name of cruvix0 pmcrµ6c; and took part in 
the assemblies of people in order to increase the number of those who had to 
acclaim (tm�ooccr8ixL) the everget 124 •  ' ExxA"fJGLIX in the Roman epoch confined 
themselves to voting the honorific decrees and that is why the « purity » of the 
participants was no longer required. 

Because of the big fragments missing in the stone, we cannot interpret 
the words a.u-rwv ixt-rouµevwv and probably [ nv ]wv &vixSuoµevW'J line 43-44 

117 V. Pârvan, Histria IV, p. 604 - 605.  
118 Idem, p .  668, no .  45 .  
ll9 D. M.  Pippidi, Contri buţii . . .  , p. 1 1 2 - 1 22, 

claims chat the decree in honour of Epikrates, son 
of Nicobulos, today preserved at the Dragomirna 
monastery, comes from Histria ; for the other archi · 
tect who came to Histria, see SCIV, V, 1954,  1 - 2 ,  
p. 95,  no.  10 ; i bidem 3 -- 4 ,  p. 549 - 557 ; cf. 
L. Robert in BullEp, I 9j5 ,  p. 244, 163a. 

l:o SCIV, VII, 3 - 4,  1 956, p .  347 ; cf. J .  and 
L. Robert, op. cit. , 1 957 ,  p .  1 1 2 ,  336. 

121 V. Pârvan, Histria IV, p.  563,  line 20 - 23. 
Cf. O.  M.  Pippidi, op. cit . ,  p. 1 7 1  - 1 96. 

122 Orientals in Histria : CIL, III, 1 2 ,  489 and 
V. Pârvan, op. cit. ,  p. 595,  no. 1 9. For the situation 
in Tomis, idem, Die Nationalităt der Kaufleute im 
rom. Kaiserreiche, Breslau, 1 909, p. 73 ,  86, 100. 
Special mention must be macle of o!xoc; -rwv EV 
T6µEL 'A).d;o:vllpiiwv. 

123 V. Pârvan, Histria VII, p. 38, no. 3 7 .  
124 For Asia Minor see the documents collected 

by Is. Uvy, in REG, VIII ,  1 895 ,  p. 205 - 2 1 8. 
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(see note 101 of this article). lt is possible that mention is here macle also 
of the TIA-Yjf:loc; or other social groups which Aba took care of, doing this, either 
because they asked, claimed ? ( (1.JrouµE:vwv) or because they withdrew, did not 
crowd, lived apart from actual problems ( &.vocouoµE'JWv ). Not one of these, ouOE'J 
-rou-rwv, or of the categories mentioned above were refused by Aba [ &.7tr4y6pe:ucre:] ; 
on the contrary, every day desired by the polis [xoct de; -r�v] �µE:poc'J �v ·i;OE:f..."fJcrE'J 
� 7to/,Lc; -rw [v ' fo-rpL"fJv&v] line 45 -46,  she gave them all, 7tiicrLv E:awxe:v, whether 
they were men or women 1 25 [ &.vop&m ] 'J xoct yJvocL;(v. This last indication is meant 
to show the largest sphere encompassed by Aba's generosity. 

The honours granted her, and which mark also the end of our inscription, 
are typical of all evergets : glorification, crowning at all festivities, all the other 
honours due to the great benefactors and having her portrait painted 126 in a public 
building, or schola belonging to the servants of the Mother of Qods [ &.w1..:yo,] 

, r J 8 "' , , - r Cl ''A fJ. , E , , _ , J _ r , J pe:u e:cr C{L oe: XOCL cr-re:cpOC'JOU crvocL 1-'()(V XOC'îOCLOU . . .  e:v 7t()(O"L'J e: o p"rOCLi; " µe: -re: f.ELV 
oE: OCU'î'Yj'J . . .  X'îA. . . .  xoct dx6vwv y[ p1X7t'îW'J] . . . line 49 and the follow, 
ing ones. 

Our document is of particular interest also as regards the Histrian language 
spoken in the 2nd century of our era . From a linguistic point of view characteris, 
tic is the way in which t&-roc &.'Je:Y..cpC:)ve:-rov and the diphtongs e:L for L (-re:Lµ.·1; , 
cpLf...6-re:Lµoc;) or e:o for ou are written. W e do not mean to dwell on this question 
as we have clone it alsa on the occasion of the publication of the first frag, 
ment 1 2i . Moreover, this linguistic phenomenon formed the object of detailed 
researches by Professor D. M. Pippidi 1 28 , who proceeded from other documents , 
some of them older and some newer than ours. lt seems more suita ble for 
us to note the style of the decree, which excels in affected and even bombastic 
expressions, using many superlatives and choice words in order to exaggerate 
the merits of the honoured person. For example : 'rovE:wv -re: Emcr·l;µ.wv Y..(1. t  7tpo-' > I > "' I t:° < I > (J_ "'\ I > "'\ I [ ] I yo'JW'J E7tL<:pOC'Je:cr-roc-rW'J, . . .  e:vo oc,ouc; U7t"fJ pe:crLO'i; OC'JU7te:pl-'/\.fJ'îW1; e:x-re:-re:/\e:xo -rwv , . . .  7t\/.-
O""IJ1; E;ocLphou -re:Lµ'Yjc; -re:-ruz"tJx6 [-rwv] . . .  µe:yocf...ocuz(oc, . . .  µe:yocf...wcpp6vwc;, kpo7tpe:-, • • , î. , , � ' ] t:' ' ,, ' ' , A ' , ' 7te:cr-roc-roc or repet1t1ons : OC'JOC/\t•)µoc-roc Eoe: c,oc-r o X(l L ocroc u7te: p e:ucre:l-'e:Locc; e:7te:v oe:i 
7t&v [-roc] cpLf...] o-re:(µwc; E7to( "f)cre:v and immediately 'îW'J µE:v &_,n/.wµ&-rw [ 'J x.oc-r] :x, 
cpovficroccroc -r-Yjc; ae: e:uoo;(occ; . . .  Y.. .-r. f... . This is a characteristic feature of the style 
of inscriptions during the imperial period. We could compare this , from this 
point of view, with an epigraphic document of Thyatire ,  recently re,published 
by L. Robert 1 29, where one finds most of the expressions of our inscription. 

Naturally, apart from the expressions and the exaggerated tone of the docu, 
ment we have studied , we can find in it a great deal of information on the interna! 
situation of the city Histria in the 2nd century of our era . This is precisely 
what we have tried to do and now the decree for Aba appears to us as a picture 
in which we see the whole Histrian people, on which A.ba first bestowed her 
gifts and then prostrating themselves before of her at the People's Assembly 
in order to satisfy the feeling of glory which not even the ancestors' µe:yoc:Aocuz(oc 

125 Cf. SEG, IV, 301  to the end. 
128 We considered this to be « painted images » 

as we had the impression that after dx6vwv there 
follows a y. 

127 SCIV, V, 3 - 4, 1 954,  p. 452 .  

128 O. M. Pippidi, Contri buţii  . . . , p.  72  and 
1 29  sqq. ; cf. G. Mihailov, La Langue des Inscriptions 
Grecques en Bulgari e ,  Sofia, 1 943, no. 3 1 ,  36, 5 5 ,  57 .  

129 L. Robert, Helle nica VI,  p. 75 ,  no. 25 .  
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could fulfi.l. An important thing is the fact that from the mentions in the decree 
we realize the composition of Histrian society. The socio-economic changes 
which took place at that time, resulted in the outlining of classes with a different 
economic basis. ln the foreground are � ou'Aru-roc( and yep oucrLocG't'oc(, who form 
the stratum of the wealthy, the evergets, present in public affairs. At the 
opposite pole of the plutocracy is the mass of commoners, -ro 7tA.!fj6 o<;, who 
play a small part in public life (mentioned last in the decree). The middle stratum 
of society is formed by the citizens with full rights, who have a place in the tribes, 
in 7tEV't''YJXOv-rocpx.locL and who are maybe members of some professional colleges : 
' I � I t � I I LOC't'pOL ,  7t0CLOEU't'OCL, uµvcuo oL 't'EX't'O'VE<;, etc. 

As for the source of incomes of the wealthy, it must be considered to 
result fi.rst of all from the exploitation of Histria's rural territory, where they 
had large estates and villae. The gravestones of Aelius . . .  buleuta Histriae 130 and 
L. Pompeius Valens 131, obiti ad villam suam, as well as the vast territories of Messia 
Pudentilla 132, are strong evidence in this respect. Moreover, the ever more diffi­
cult natural conditions in Histria, due to the continuous blocking of the harbour 
because of the sand, and the general upsurge of agriculture in the Danubian regions 
during those times, must have macle those Histrian eueFyt-rocL, and qJLA.6-reLµoL at 
the same time also agricolae boni 133• Aba is a representative of this class 134. 

130 V. Pârvan, Cetatea Ulmetum, in ARMSI, 

s. II ,  XXXIV, p. 530, no. 2. 
131 AEM, XVII,  1 894, p. 87,  no. l i  ( = CIL, 

III,  1 2489). 
183 I . I .  Russu, in SCIV, VI, 1 - 2,  1 955 ,  

p .  7.5 - 86. 

EM. POPESCU 

133 M. Rostovtseff, op. cit., p. 345 ; Em. Con· 

durachi. Histria I. p. 54.  
134 We are very indebted to professor Iorgu 

Stoian who was so kind as to place at our disposal 

for this study the first fragment of the inscription, 

as well as most of the others found by him. 
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