THE HISTRIAN DECREE FOR ABA (2nd century of our era)

Six years have elapsed since I made known in SCIV! the discovery of
a fragment of the decree for Aba, daughter of Hekataios and priestess of Cybele,
dated 2nd century of our era. Parallel with the publication of the first fragment,
I pointed out that the new archaeological excavations made at Histria in the
summer of 1954 revealed another five fragments of the same document, con-
taining important data on the life of the honoured personage. The fragments
were discovered when the large building in the south-eastern part of the city
was unearthed. It is sited in the immediate vicinity (southwards) of the edifice
(Domus I) in which the first fragment, published in the above-mentioned journal,
was found in 1952. The five fragments were found among the stone and brick
fragments fallen off the walls of a room and, just like the first fragment, had
served as building material for the afore-mentioned edifice. It is very likely that,
when the walls were erected, the document should have been intact and that
it broke when the edifice I mentioned was built. In 1955 another three fragments
were found, with the aid of which we can make up almost completely the entire
contents of the decree.

Our subsequent investigations, aimed at finding the few fragments still
missing, have been unsuccessful. Some fragments, at the end of the decree would
have furnished some highly valuable information, because the context of the
inscription is of great interest for the history of the town of Histria.

The eight fragments which have been discovered add new data concerning
the career of the afore-mentioned personage. At the same time they provide
information on the internal organization of Histria and on religious cults.

In the present study we shall examine the contents of the entire document,
that is to say, we shall include the text of the fragment which has already been
published. We shall, however, insist less on the cult of Cybele in Histria, as this
has been done in the previous investigation 2.

At the time when the first fragment was discovered there was no news,
either written or archaeological, of the presence and spread of this cult in our

1 SCIV, V, 3—4, 1954, p. 449—466. and sculptural documents known up to that date
2 Ibidem, p. 458—464, where the epigraphical are collected.
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Pontic colony and I therefore thought it necessary to insist on this side of the
document. Now the epigraphic and sculptural data have increased and call for
separate examination. What seems most important to us in the contents of our
decree is the information on the organization and internal life of the city of
Histria in the 2nd century of our era.

In its present state, the decree for Aba totals 9 fragments (size: height
— 0.97 m; breadth — 0.45 m; depth some 0.05 m; height of letters — about
1 cm). As was mentioned before, the first fragment bears on its upper part a pedi-
ment in the centre of which is Cybele on a throne, with a tympanon in her left
hand and a patera in the right hand. On the sides are two lions on their hind
legs, with their front legs each over a bull’s head. They are therefore figured in
the posture of tauroctons? (fig. 1).

Under the pediment, on the frame above the inscription is the dedicatory
formula written in big letters, spaced out ATA®HI TYXHI. The left edge of
the inscription, although preserved, has some missing elements in the first frag-
ment, where part of the text is broken off together with the frame in relief. Unlike
the other eight fragments, which were discovered subsequently, the first fragment
has the written face more worn of f and with traces of burning. It may be supposed
that this fragment served for some time as paving-stone; nevertheless the text
can be read quite easily. What is more difficult is the reconstitution of the text
in the rest of the decree, where the big gaps, especially towards the end, impede
a certain, satisfactory reading.

Avab7 Toyme
"ESoke % PouA¥ xal T& dfuwr OBAmiog Anuy-
torog elmev: émymplopévou Aroyévoug Oeo-
dwpov- éTCELS';] "Aﬁa ‘Exatatov 160 EdZevidou
5. SU\uTnp ‘(U‘J‘Y) 3¢ Hpaxwwog Apmmp.ocxou Yo-
VeV TE E‘ITLO'Y}(J.(OV wal npoyovwv z-:mcpavecr*rwrmv
oboa %ol o0deplay prioTiwiov 3 Aertovpyioy
e0aYNLOVA ToPYTYLEVLY, GANL Xl GTEQAVY-
poplag xol lepwolvag xal apyos xol Emuelei-
10. ag xal maoac dnpoterelc yopwyiag ¥ xal €vdo-
Eoug Omrpesiag avumepBAnTwe exTeTEAEX G-
[to]v xal -rro'ccmg z-’:Eoupé‘rou TEL(J:?,Q 're*ru,mxé—
[twv, ulupoy nvnoagsvn ‘T'I]V o govou Tob
[yévoue pe]ya)\auxtav, el wn xal 'rv]v amod T idtag
15. [mpdg Tov 8Fnov] edmottag wpoouThicatto 86Eay,
[xct 3]ta Tcito iep[wad]vyy Mntpoc Qedv adremayyéh-
[t av]odaBoloa, ¢d wé[vjov boa cepvidv yuvauxdv xol
[tepet@]v xal 100 mahao[d ailév]og #v ity weyodo-
pebvewg xal edyevds xol e[0]o[efd]g Etélesey,
20. aAha xol Goor peyohor TGV avdpdv pLhoT[elpwv dp]-

3 This representation appears more often in de Cybéle, Mére des Dieux, dans I'Empire romain,
documents beginning with the 2nd century of our Paris, 1912, p. 150 sqq.; Fr. Cumont, Les religions
era, when the taurobolium is introduced on a wide orientales dans le paganisme romain, Paris, 1929,
scale in the Roman empire; cf. H. Graillot, Le Culte p- 62—63.
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Fig. I. — Histrian Decree for Aba, 2nd century of our era.
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ytepwabvar 7 xal Tiveg &AAa Xopvwiou. xoul Ta[t')]'rag v[e]-
uwnoacOot cnouSacacoc Trpm-rov uev e09U¢ The mpdTag
npocoSoug xael Sucz.ag xol euxag Tolc «‘}souq TOLOL-

p.ev'q v ToU &toug apxnv pet’ edppociivig xou e0-

25. wylag y.eyako-n:penoug émoLncaTto” 'ro!.[g ueElv yap
Bouleutals TAGLY xal YEPOUGLAGTALG ol Tou-
ptaaTalc xol tatpole xal moudevtalc xal Tolg tdia
xol €€ dvépatog xahouvpévolg éx dbo xat &vdpa
Sdnvap[t]wv Stavo[p]ny, fiv olimw Tig &AAN mpdTepov,

30. Edwxev' Tolc 8¢ &[v] Tal @QUAXLG XaTk TEVTMHOVTOP-
yiav Sravevepnr[€]vorg, Ett v xol duvwdolc xai Té-
XTWOLY Xl iepon[%a]’rsirang xol ';)pocx)\er.occ'rai'g oi-
vo-rté[c]r.rv éoov ol é[nl T]olg (J.eYOO\OLg ovoy.acw CpL)xOTEL-
wovp[ev]o, pera [8¢ Tol]to mdoy vsoy.‘r)vta xal Teo-

35. cowg taflg €]v éxdo[tw pnv]i Busiag xal Eoprals xal ma-
tptowg ed[yatlg] S[wcatbr]ata xal lepompemésTaTa
EEumncé[tcev: 8-a] yap T €0ipou lepomotiag ava-
Aopata, ofdtlxa €3€]Eato, xai 8oa Omtp edmefelac é-
mevoéel wav[ta @uA]otelpwe émoincey, TdV pév a-

40. vohwpdtw[v xat]appovicaca, Tig 3¢ eddoklac od-
®x SAywpnoa[ca t]érer xal mapemdNuolvtwy Ti-
vév Tt@v Tte m[epl ToOV] SFov Suvapévewyv xal ToL
mAR0oug G €[t &My dwpleav? ad @V altovpévewyv
xal T@V pEAA[ov gopTix@v Tw]&v? avaduopévwy, ol-

45. EEév "rov.'rrco\i [dmynydpeuce xal eig ‘I."’;]V] ';]pépa‘v fiv H0éancev

N TOMG T@[v ’Icrrpmvmv ?] méo 'e8com-:v xol wo-

Béhov 8 EA[ov xpbvou sive éErtoug ém’ avSpacL]v xal yuvatEly pLho-
TELLOTATY] x[ou. aELmTocT*q vé]yovev: deddyDar enn-
viioOar pe[v émt TodTolg" dvay]opeles]Bar 8¢ xal

50. atepavol[cBu "ABav ‘Exatatouv év moowv €loprals, pe[té]-
yewv 8¢ ad[TNv xol T@v &AAwv] tawdy Y ... [xal]
elxovav y[pamtdv . ... ..

.. EIZI". ..
.AA L

Remarks: Line 13: I in MIKPON is certain, one notices also part of the vertical bar of M.
Line 16: IA at the beginning of the line are certain. Line 18: in the lacuna some 5 or 6 letters
are missing, the last visible one is certainly an N, and the first begins with a vertical bar; further
on, after IAAAIOY are approximately 4 letters, of which the second and the fourth could be
O, O or Q, as their upper part is round. Line 20: at the last word ®IAOT[EIM QN ]T is certain,
the lower part of the vertical hasta being visible. Line 32: after IEPOIT two letters are missing;
the reading of the end of the word TEITAIX is certain. Line 33: at the beginning, after
NOIT there follows a circular line which indicates an O; after O there is place for one single
letter, then follow the letters IONOZX, Line 36 after TPIOIZEY there is place for three
letters, then one can see the letters £A, Line 38: the first letter is A, but this is a mistake
made by the lapicide, who wrote it instead of A; after AQMATA, A is certain. Line 39:
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5 THE NISTRIAN DECRELE FOR ABA 271

after [IENOEI follows [IAN. Line 42: after TQNTE the vertical hasta of an Il is visible.
Line 43: after [IAHOOYX QX follows E; then, EAN, before AYT QN. Line 44: after MAAA
comes the upper part of an O. Line 45: AEN is certain; the stone was broken after it was dis-
covered and in this place one could read before OYAEN. Line 47: after AlO, a slanting bar, very
probably belonging to A. Line 48: 'ONEN comes before AEAOXOAI. Line 52: after EIKO-
NQN comes a vertical hasta, quite probably belonging to a T'.

The paleographic characters of our document are very similar to those
of the big inscription found by V. Parvan in 1914, dating back in the times of Em-
peror Hadrian (138 February 25 — July 10) and which contains the names of 157

gerousiasts 4. Very striking from this point of view is the shape of 2 and of other

letters. The most common ligatures in both documents are those between H in
combination with T and M or N. This helps us to date our document and to
place it, on the basis of other elements as well, as we shall further see within the
same period as the inscription of the gerousiasts and other inscriptions carved
in the Antoninian period. A proof in support of this date is offered also by the
names present in the decree for Aba and, concurrently, in other documents with
a more precise date. In this respect we can mention Ulpios Demetrios, who pro-
posed the honouring of Aba and whose nomen, Ulpios, which one meets after
Trajan, is in itself highly eloquent; but he is mentioned in an unpublished album
from Histria ®, together with other persons, who are in their turn members
of the gerousia of Hadrian’s time 8. It is not unlikely that he himself should be
identified as one of the Ulpios in the gerousiasts’ album, may be with M. O%Amtoc
Anunterog *Apteptdmpov or with M. ObAmiog Anuyteroc vide *Aptepa?. The
difficulty in identifying him with one of these lies in the fact that his patrony-
mic is not mentioned in our document. He may, however, be one and the same
person with that Ulpios Demetrios of the unpublished inscription cited above,
where his name appears written in the same way; the paleographic resemblance
between the two documents is so great, that they cannot but be contemporary.
A peremptory proof of this date is also offered by the fact that Aba’s husband,
‘Hpaxwv *Apiotopayov, is mentioned in the document, and we can identify
him with Heracon, son of Aristomachos, whose name is found in the in-
scription with the list of the priests of Dionysos Carpophoros, which D. M.
Pippidi has dated as belonging to the third quarter of the 2nd century of
our era®,

As for the other names in our decree, we did not notice anything parti-
cular about them, being the typical Greek names found both in the gerousiasts’
album of Histria and in other documents.

It is more seldom that we find the name of Aba in inscriptions. This name is
more often present in the regions of Asia Minor, such as Cilicia, Lycia, Caria or

1 V. Parvan, Histria IV, Inscripjii gdsite in 1914 IX, 2, 1958, p. 364—369.
s 1915, in ARMSI, XXXIII, Bucharest, 1916, p. 596, ? V. Parvan, op. cit., p. 599, col. I, line 38 and
no. 20 (especially the plate). p- 560, col. I, line 73 (= SEG 330).
5 Mus. Histria Inv. no. 259, line 7. 8 Histria I, Monografie arheologici, Bucharest,
¢ The identity of persons found in both docu- 1954, p. 546, no. 22.

ments was noted also by D M. Pippidi in SCIV,
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Syria ®, and is also found in documents in the regions of Thracia or those in
its proximity (Fochida), as a personal name or as a toponymic one. It is also
found in other parts of the Greek world, namely on the northern coastline of
the Black Sea, at Olbia 1%, Scholars do not agree as to its origin; some, such as
Toepfer 1! and Bechtel 2, consider it as being related to a Thracian or lonian
ethnikon. In his work on proper names in the Greek towns on the northern
shore of the Black Sea!3, Ladislav Zgusta sees in it rather a spontaneous
formation of children’s language, which is often encountered with various
peoples. Zgusta finds its correspondent in Ababa, at Alani % and excludes its Syrian
origin, backed up by Boeckh '®. But wherever the truth may lie in this respect, it
is certain that the name of Aba is a very ancient one and that up till now it has
been found in documents especially in Asia Minor; Caria and Milet as well as
some Milesian colonies, such as Histria and Olbia, are not excluded from the
area of its spread!®.

So far, the decree we publish is the only one belonging to the Roman era,
found at Histria, which maintains a complete preamble (prescript). That is why
we think it fit to analyse a little this part of the inscription, because, as it is assert-
ed 17, it reflects, by the constitutional bodies mentioned in it, the stage of evo-
lution of Greek society in a given place. What we wish to underline, above all,
is the fact that the form it has is different to that known in Histrian decrees so
far. The President of the Assembly is designated by another word, namely by
an expression, in absolute genetive, from the verb ému{nepilew i. e. in the
gen. émynpropévor tol deiva 18, Up to this decree, all Histrian documents
whose preamble has been preserved and which date back to the Hellenistic
era, have defined the President of the Assembly by the word émunwedowv,
in the genitive — émurnviedovrog ol Setva 19,

® Joh. Sundwall, Die einheimischen Namen der
Lykier nebst einem Verzeichnisse kleinasiatischer Na-
menstamme, in « Klio », Beiheft XI, 1913, p. 44.

10 JOSPE, 1%, 178, 181, 182 where it appears in
the form of "ABxBog (= IGRR 1, 853, 859).

1 RE, I, col. 4 and Supplbd. 1 s. v. col. L.

12 Fr. Bechtel, Die historischen Personennamen
des QGriechischen bis zur Kaiserzeit, Halle, 1917,
p. 559—560, 571.

18 | adislav Zgusta, Die Personennamen grie-
chischer Stddte der nordlichen Schwarzmeerkiiste,
Prague, 1955, p. 293—294, § 591.

14 lordanes, Getica, 15, 83: Ababa, femina
Alanica, mother of emperor Maximinus.

1B CIG, II, 111 b, cf. III, 115 a.

18 The name is also recorded by W. Pape-G.
Benseler’s dictionary Wérterbuch d. griech. Eigen-
namen, Braunschweig, 1911, s. v. In documents it
also appears as “APafog, ’APelg, "APx. Apart
from the above-mentioned works which indicate
attestations of the name, see also IG, XII, 5, no.
1090, IGRR, 1III, 1125 and M. Rostovtseff, The
Social and Economic History of the Hellenistic World,
111, Oxford, 1941, p. 1580, note 120.
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17 G. Busolt, Griechische Staatskunde, Munich,
1920, p. 450; cf. A. H. M. Jones, The Greek City
frem Alexander to Justinian, Oxford, 1940, p. 336,
note 18.

18 We meet at Anaphe an expression identical
to ours: ""E8ofe t# Boudri ta 'Avapalw xal tat
St (y)vopav avopedsavres IItvdapouv Toh Teleor-
véveug 9éoet 8¢ ZuBovrcu Emidnptlopévou *Apywvida
100 Kparealnmeu. "Enel... Ch. Michel, Recueil d'ins-
criptions grecques, Brussels, 1900, no. 413; cf. IG,
XII 9. 4 (Alabanda): ["Ent]¢ne[t]oapévou 8¢ Mevio-
xou [tcD...] line 3.

1 There are to date at least three epigraphic
documents which preserve the preamble complete
and in which the president is thus designated. In
chronological order, they are as follows: D. M.
Pippidi, Histria I, p. 488, lines 1 —4 (=idem, Contributii
la istoria veche a Rominiei, Bucharest, 1958, p. 34):
"HEdofe tHt Boudiit xxi Td §[Aue]: Empunviedovrog
Alto)vuaifcu tod 1]épeovog ol épyovre[gelmav]- Enedy
x.7.A. (end of the 3rd century or first half of the
second century before our era); SCIV, VII, 3—4, 1956,
p. 3417, lines 1—5 (= D. M. Pippidi, Contributii
la istoria veche a Rominiei, p. 59, note 3; J. and
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ki THE HISTRIAN DECREFE FOR ABA 279

The use of the new expression may be accounted for by the social-economic
and political transformations which had occurred in the life of Greek towns in
general and of Histria in particular, during the Roman era 2°, As a result of these
realities, many of the colleges of magistrates which no longer corresponded to
real requirements, modified their character. It is probable that the college of
émpnwiot, who like the prytans of Athens were appointed to look after public
affairs for one month — naturally, elected as representatives of the tribes —
should have ceased their activity, and been replaced by the college of magistrates
(&pyovres) which, if its position was similar to that in Asia Minor, formed,
together with the secretary of the people (ypappateds Tob dvpov)
a cuvapyla, representing the « management » of the city 2. The role of epistates
(misTtatmg) in Athens, émunviedev in Histria 22, was replaced by that of a magi-
strate, in the leading council, appointed ad hoc, whose only function was to put
motions to the vote (émyneiZewv) and to lead the debates of the Assembly.
As soon as the session ended, his function, being ephemeral, ended too. He could
no longer be called émunwedwy, as his attribute of president no longer arose
out of the fact that he was the representative of a college with a monthly activity
(Empnvior) 23,

In this formal aspect of the decree we therefore detect changes in the
Histrian Constitution, as a result of the changes which had occurred in the struc-
ture of the Greek society, which we shall encounter (see further on) also when
we shall analyse other institutions mentioned in our document.

The minor role of the President of the Assembly at that time, can also
be seen from the fact that he is mentioned after the person who proposed the
decree, namely Ulpios Demetrios, a fact which, although not rigorously observed
in other parts of the Greek world, is significant for Histria.

As is customary in all inscriptions of this kind, the motivation of the decree
begins by adding to the merits of the honoured person, those of its parents and

L. Robert, in BullEp, 1956, 186): ['Ln’] lépew bly, it is more often used in the epigraphy of Ro-

‘Eotixicu t05 Mixxahiwvos prvog Tavps@voe, ESoke
TR BouAFit xal Tat Sfpwr émunviedovrog 130moAépou
tob KXeopédovroc ol &pyoovreg elmav... 2nd century
before our era; Syll. 2 1708, 1—3; “lepopévou *Aps-
Taybpou 700 'AmaToupicu T6 TétxpTov, whvig Apte-
uectidvog dexaty lotapévoyn, Emprnv.edovrog T ExxA-
notag ‘AOnvadov el ‘Amolhoddpou, Zevoyxpng
Ixataicu elmev... (Ist century before our era). With
some gaps, the prescript in Histrian inscriptions
can also be found: V. Pirvan, Histria VII. Inscriptii
gdsite in 1916, 1921, 1922, in ARMS], 111, 1I, no. 1,
p. 6, no. 4 (= SEG 446) and p. 17, no. 11 (= SEG,
447); « Dacia» II (1925), p. 204, no. 8; III-1V
(1927—1932), p. 401, no. 3 and Histria I, p. 476,
no. 1; p. 508, no. 8. For the dating of inscriptions
by &mufwiot in Histria, see D. M. Pippidi, Contri-
bugii. .., p. 55 —59.

20 Although the verb émnqiletv (émynpilesOar)
is met with in the classical and Hellenistic epigraphy,
designating the function of the president of the Assem-
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man epoch. For Athens see more particularly Syll 3,
796 B, 1G? 11—111, 1072. Cf. W. Larfeld, Griechische
Epigraphik, third edition, Munich, 1914, p. 333 — 334,
340—341; A. H. M. Jones, op. cit.,, p. 178—179 and
340, notes 44 and 45. Compared with émpunviedev
which means the action of the magistrate of putting
a question to the vote « mettre aux voix » as presi-
dent of the Assembly, the expression émiyvpilev
has the general meaning of « putting to the vote »,
without it always being compulsory for the mover
to represent a magistrate of the state, especially over
a determined period. Cf. S. Lambrino, Istros I, 1934,
p- 125 and note 4.

2t Is, Lévy, REG, XII, 1899, Etudes sur la vie
municipale de I’Asie Mineure, p. 266 -272; see also
note 33 in the present study.

22 W. Larfeld, op. cit., p. 340, § 212.

23 See also Szanto’s article in RE, VI, s. v. émt-
urveet col. 178—179 and Dittenberger’s explanations
in Syll3, 708, note 3.
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ancestors. What is of interest to us is not this detail, which is well-known from
other decrees of Histria and elsewhere 24, but the fact that on this occasion, the
document mentions a series of magistratures and public services (liturgies), gene-
rally civic and religious functions, held by the illustrious gens of Aba, which on
the one hand provides with a complete picture of the cursus honorum to which a
vévog émiomupov xai émipavéstatov aspired (see line 6 of the decree), and on
the other hand supplies information concerning the Histrian Constitution in
the 2nd century of our era.

The enumeration begins with a general mention of the contributions (good
deeds, liberalities) and liturgies (@uhotiiav ¥ Aertoupyiav) terms which are
almost identical and which mean nothing else but gifts and services to the
people 26, It is difficult to guess exactly jwhat lies behind these general terms,
that is to find out exactly what the ancestors of the honoured person had done for
the Histrian people. All that can be said is that according to custom and con-
sidering her high position (Heracon, her husband, was also a priest) the gifts
were considerable, as the word edoyfuwv (@uhotipiav % Aertoupylav edoyfuova
line 6—7) seems to indicate.

Significant of the evolution of Histrian institutions in the Roman imperial
epoch is also the way in which the magistrates and the civil servants were elected.
A word which we find in the decree for Aba, namely mapnTnuévewv the past
participle of mapatteduat, can clear up some matters in this respect. As an
allusion is made to the fact that Aba’s parents and ancestors had never refused
or evaded any important benevolence or liturgy od8vnuiav @uhoTiuiav 3 Aettou-
pylav edoyAova mopnTHévey line 6—7 28 points to the fact that not only did they
it with good will, adtemayyértwe line 16 in our decree, as was the custom in gene-
ral, but also, on the other hand, that there were some who did the contrary. Reality,
as encountered in our decree, is very typical of the Roman era. It is known that
the social-economic and political changes suffered by the Greek polis during the
Greek and Roman era, also modified the system of designation of public digni-
taries. Whereas during the Hellenistic times the oligarchic class of the evergets
had more ‘interest in occupying the magistratures in order to maintain their
power in the state, during the Roman imperial epoch, this interest wanes. There
are many reasons for this, but we must not forget that one of them is the fact
that with the coming of the Romans, the Greek aristocracy found in them a
strong mainstay and thus no longer needed to spend large sums in order to
ensure their power. At the same time, the big problems of foreign policy, such
as warfare for instance, the rivalry between towns as well as internal rivalry and
the struggle against tyranny disappeared through the levelling caused by the

2 There are a great many examples; we refer
only to a few of them: Syll? 708: ’Aépistaydpag
"Amatouptov matpdg yeyovdg ayaBod xal mpoybvewv
ebepyetdv xal lepnpévev Bedv mavtwv xal adTdg. . .
®x.T.\. ... cf. Histria VII, p. 17, no. 11 (SEG, 1], 447,
lines 2—6).

% RE, XII, col. 1871—1879 s. v. Leiturgie, and
L. Robert, Les gladiateurs dans I'Orient grec, Paris,
1940, p. 276-—1280.
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2 In Egypt we meet the expression THv &p-
v mapnThoavto at Oxyrhynchos, cf. Grenfell and
Hunt, The Oxyrhynchos Papyri, 1252 B, 28 (III) apud
Fr. Preisigke, Worterbuch d. griech. Papyrusurkunden
mit Einschluss d. griech. Inschriften. .. aus Agypten,
hersg. von E. Kiessling, vol. II, s. v. In another do-
cument of Egypt, the verb wapattéopar is met with
the same meaning; cf. Sammelbuch griechischer Ur-
kunden aus Agypten, hersg. v. Fr. Preisigke, 3. Heft,
vol. III, no. 3924, line 37.
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9 THIE HISTRIAN DECREL FOR ABA 281

Roman rule. Highly eloquent in this respect are Plutarch’s bitter words:
« Now, therefore, when politics no longer comprises problems of hegemony in
war, nor the struggle against tyranny, or diplomatic questions, what could
attract anyone towards a distinguished and brilliant political career? » 27,
Repeated appeals to the money-bags of the wealthy, could, under those cir-
cumstances, only irritate and in most cases bring about a negative reply. The
tradition of local patriotism and the old Greek feeling of vying with one another
in expenditure and in receiving honours, made, however, many families keep to
the « good customs » of the past and contribute with their money towards main-
taining the glory of the town. We imagine therefore that at the proposal of
the Council, which had decisive power in those times, the members of Aba’s
genos, by a simple xetpotovia in the People’s Assembly, were elected for the
various dignities which are mentioned 2. Among these are, first and foremost,
the religious ones otepavnpopiat xal iepwaivar (line 9—10).

The two terms indicate activity in the religious spheres, with slightly
differing shades. Whereas icpwolvar designate the common sacerdocies, oTe-
pavneoptat?®, let us infer more important sacerdotal functions, perhaps even
eponymic ones, or those distinguished by special decrees of the Council and
of the People, with the right to wear a crown during holidays, competitions
and so on. This is the case at Sinope, for instance, at Pergamon 3° and even
at Histria 31,

The list of civil (lay) dignities held by Aba’s family begins with the
mention, of the high magistratures, of a political nature apyai 32, which means
either that they had been members of the Council or of the most important
colleges (&pyovres, atpatnyot) 33, Of the same category of functions, would also
be that of movtapyms which, as is known, was considered one of the most
important functions in the Left Pontus.

>Empedetar, which follow after dpyal, are functions with an administrative
and technical character. We find at Histria in the 2nd century of our era
a function of the same category, namely émueAntne tob Apévos, a dignity held

2 Plutarch, Praecep. ger. reip. X, 9: NOv odv &re
T& TpRypata T@V Térewv odx Exet moképwv Tyepoviac,
008¢ Tupawidwv xatadboelg, 008 cuppayixas wpagets,
tiva &v T dpy7v émpavods AdPor xal Aapmpig
roAtTelag ;

% \W. Liebenam, Stddteverwaltung im rémischen
Kaiserreiche, Leipzig, 1900, p. 279 sqq.; cf. A. H. M.
Jones, op. cit.,, p. 171, 182—191.

2% For stephanephoria, see V. Chapot’s article
in DA, 1V, 2, p. 1508—1509; W. Liebenam, op.
cit.,, p. 347 sqq., 556—558; Stier, in RE, III, A col.
2343—2347; G. Busolt, op. cit.,, p. 499; A. H. M.
Jones, op. cit., p. 174.

30 See data collected and interpreted by
L. Robert in BCH, 1935, p. 434 —436.

31 D. M. Pippidi, Histria I, p. 477.

32 For apyxat RE II, col. 433 —435 s. v.; idem,
IIl s. v. col. 1020 sqq.; W. Liebenam, op. cit.,
p- 279 sqq.; A. H. M. Jones, op. cit.,, p. 175. About
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the situation in Asia Minor in the Antoninian epoch
see Is, Lévy’s study in REG, XII, 1899, p. 266 sqq.
We note that although at that time all magi-
stratures had a liturgic character and that it is
difficult to distinguish between &pyai and Aeitouvp-
vyiat, yet in our inscription dpyai appears from
a formal point of view as distinct from other func-
tions and at the same time as the most important
ones.

3 For &pyovres at Histria, cf. D. M. Pippidi,
Contributii. .., p. 46—47. In an inscription from the
Antonins’epoch (AEM, XVII, 1894, p. 87, no. 11 =
CIL, III, 12 489) allusion is made of the college
of &pyovree « L. Pompeius Valle(n)s... munera
fecit Histro in oppido arc(h)ontium et sacerdotium..».
A college of &pyovtes is mentioned in a document
of the 3rd century of our era at Callatis, which
has been recently discovered, see in this number of
Dacia, p. 511—-514.
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282 EM. POPESCU 10

by a person who was high priest (&pytepeds) and pontarch (movtapyne) 34.
The decree for Aristagoras speaks about émpélera t@v Epycov3s.

In a descending order, this scale of dignities numbers masac dnuotereic
yop7ytag xal Evd6Eoug Unmpestas. It is more difficult to distinguish between these
than between the others, because both mean services for the benefit of the
people. Xopnyd in the context in which we find it no longer refers to the
well-known institution of the classical epoch, which favoured the cultural and
artistic progress of the Greek polis, but shows the public gifts (dnuwoteleic)
made by Aba’s ancestors 3¢. This meaning is given by Hesychius, who states
that it corresponds to 866137, as well as by numerous inscriptions beginning as
early as the Hellenistic epoch.

At first sight, the services designated by Umrpesiat would appear to
be minor functions 3%, They were held by small clerks or even slaves, serving
either in the navy, in the administration of the city, or in the medical service 3°.
Naturally, we cannot think of such functions when we speak of Aba’s family,
which had such an important social position in the Histrian State. The adjective
¢vdoEo¢ which accompanies Umypestar (8vd6Eoug bmmpesiag) makes us sezk another
explanation and consider these functions as some of the most outstanding ones.
Examples from the classical epoch, in which we see how Umypesta qualified by
an adjective changes its meaning, support our supposition. For instance 97 pesta
xpatioty, shows the function of the trierarch, who distinguished himself by
paying a large sum for the equipment of the ships 4°.

In the Roman epoch, we find in documents those xvpuxai bmypeato
which do not mean services to the benefit of the State, but services to the profit
of the empire, coming from a magistrate in a certain city, maybe a Aettoupyodg
in connection with the functionaries called 3exampator 4. It is not impossible
that our document should allude to similar things.

After listing the functions held by Aba’s family in the Histrian State,
thanks to which she enjoyed the greatest esteem (xai maone éExtpétou Teyu¥ic
teTuyMnoTwy line 12), the man who drew up the decree starts by recording the
personal merits of the honoured personage, mentioning first of all that in order
to enhance the ancestral glory, she had of her own free will (adtemoyyir[Twc]
avohxBoboa) assumed the sacerdocy of the Mother of Gods. The word odter-
ayvéATws lays stress on the same situation mentioned above in connection with

3 V. Parvan, Histria IV, p. 623, no. 27 and
625, no. 28.

% Syll3, 708, line 10.

3 DA, I, p. 1117—1119 s. v. choregia; RE,
I11, s. v. op7yix col. 2409 —2422, cf. ]. et L. Robert,
BullEp, 1956, p. 41, no. 189. For 8vuotednc cf. R.
Stengel, Die griechischen Kultusaltertiimer, Munich,
1920, p. 106 —108. At Histria « public sacrifices »,
cf. D. M. Pippidi, in Histria I, p. 477, line 19; f. L.
Robert, Hellenica VI, Paris, 1943, p. 73, lines 12—14
and p. 75, lines 9—12.

37 Hesychius, Lexicon
Schmidt, Jena, 1858—1888.

38 In Egypt dnpotixai Omnepoiat appear in con-
tradistinction to fouleuvTixai Aettoupyiat, cf. F. Prei-

recensuit Mauricius

http://www.daciajournal.ro

sigke-F. Bilabel, Sammelbuch griechischer Urkunden
aus Agypten, no. 7261, apud A.H.M. Jones, op. cit.,
p. 342, note 47.

3® For Omvpesix, Hyperétés in DA, especially
p. 344—345; RE, IX, col. 286—287. For On7géT ¢ in
the medical service see ). and L. Robert, in BullEp,
1955, p. 291.

% Demosth.,, LI, 6: &tv Toiwv Unvpeaiav
v xpatictrv EAaflov, TAAEL mAeloTov dpylpLev
Sobg (339), cf. G. Busolt, op. cit., p. 574, note
1 and 2.

41 M. Rostovtseff, The Social and Economic History
of the Roman Emtire, 2nd Edition, revised by P. M.
Fraeser, Oxford, 1957, p. 390.
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11 THE HISTRIAN DECREE FOR ABA 283

the expression mapntyuévewy, namely the difficulty of finding citizens willing to
hold functions in the state.

As priestess of the Phrygian goddess, Aba was not content with carrying out
in the usual manner the obligations inherent to this function od pévov 8ca cepvédv
yuvoux@v xat [lepet@]v kol ol madowo[T atwv]oc Ry idlav peyahoppbvwg xal edyevé
xal €[0]o[efd]s étélecev line 17—19 42, but vied in her deeds with the remarkable
men of the town, who had been high priests and had held other high functions,
connected with considerable gifts (liberalities) to the people &Ala& xal 6ot peyahor
Tdv Avdpdv rio[Telpwy Gplytepwolvan ) xal Tiveg &Ahar yopmylow xod Tor[V]Tog
v[e]unoachour omovdacaca line 20—22 43,

Her outstanding deeds for the benefit of the people entitled her to the
honours conferred upon her by our decree. These deeds seem to have been done
during a year, in which time she was priestess of the Mother of Gods, and they
are recorded somewhat chronologically in the document. The first actions are
connected with an event described rather vaguely by the document, namely «the
beginning of the year» mp®tov pev edBls tag mpwtag mposddoug xal Juslag xal
edyac Tolc eolc mworouwévy TNV Tob EToug dpyxMv MET eVDPpoclVNE xal edwying
ueyahompenobg émonoato line 22—25. On that occasion she brought sacrifices
to the Gods, carried out the first processions and prayers, celebrating the « new
year » with great joy and merrymaking.

So far, no other mention of this event has been found in Histrian inscrip-
tions. We do not know when, in what month and what season the Histrian year
began. All we know about the calendar in this Pontic town is the mention of
several months, Tavpedv, ’Aptepoiddy, *Avlestepiidv 44, but we do not know
when these months were placed and which of them was the first month of the
year. Fr. Bilabel supposed that the Milesian calendar was being used in His-
tria 4°. Based on a judicious analysis of the decree for Aristagoras, he asserted that
the month Artemision, mentioned in the decree by which he was honoured,
was the last of the year. Therefore, according to custom, the month of Taureon
should be the first, and that it should be placed in spring, at the equinox. This is
confirmed by an indication from the decree for Aba. As the first processions
Tag TpwTag TPoc6dovg are mentioned in connection with the beginning of the
year, they cannot but be those which took place on the big holidays in honour
of the Mother of Gods, between March 15 and March 27, as Cybele, the chtonic
divinity, connected above all with agriculture, was celebrated in spring. The
ceremonies coincided with the coming of spring, as Attis, her acolyte, whose
sacred drama they symbolized, represented the vegetation which dies and
revives. For the agricultural population, spring was the sacred season of the year
and that is why the religious year, identified with the solar year, began with it 48.

4 Completion. .. mxixto[5 ai@v]eg Fvline 18 was We must add that the month Anthesterion is docu-

suggested to us by Prof. Werner Peek (Halle) to whom
we take this opportunity to express our thanks; see
note 101.

13 Avdpec puréTerpot in the sense established by
L. Robert, Les gladiateurs..., p. 276 —280.

44 The data concerning the Histrian months were
collected by D.M. Pippidi, in Contribugii. .., p. 120.
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mented with certainty in the decree of the tribes for
Meniscos, published by L. Lambrino, in Istros, I,
1934, p. 132, line 16.
48 Fr, Bilabel, Die Ionische Kolonisation, in
« Philologus », Supplbd. XIV, Leipzig, 1920, p. 67 —170.
48 H. Graillot, op. cit., p. 161 sqq.
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284 AL POPESCU 12

We must not, however, assume that the beginning of the year, mentioned
in our inscription, was placed on the first day of Taureon and that the festivities
which, as we learn, took place in Histria were occasioned by the first day of the
year. The most plausible explanation, which I think we must adopt, is that the
celebrations in honour of Cybele were the first in the year which came nearest
to the first day and that they preceded others, which we know were held during
the same month or during the following ones. This conclusion is even more obvious,
as we know that with the Greeks the first day of the new year was not celebrated
by special ceremonies or manifestations, as it happened with the Romans, for
whom the Kalendae of January were an occasion of great joy and celebration by
the entire people 7. Moreover, the defective system of the lunar year, which
allows for the addition and elimination of days in order to make the lunar year
concord with the solar one, contributed towards lessening the importance of
the first day of the year.

The processions mentioned by the decree, Ta¢ mpdTag mposddoug, the
first in chronological order, must be linked up with the principal moments
in the period March 15 to March 27, in which Cybele and her acolyte Attis were
honoured publicly. Beginning with March 15, when the cannophors’ confrater-
nity opened the festival, by their festive procession to the temple, which conti-
nued during the following days with the carrying of the sacred tree by the den-
drophors (on the 22nd) and up to the 27th, when «Lavatio» concluded the festive
days, these religious events gave rise to processions and prayers, mentioned in
inscriptions and in literary texts. On the way to the temple, the choir, made up
of young boys or girls, often accompanied by flutes and dances %8, sang songs
(rtpocddia).

Apart from processions, prayers and sacrifices to the gods (mpocdédoug
xal Yuolag xal edyag Tolg deolc), religious ceremonies also included a large meal
for the entire people. The brilliancy of the celebration depended on the generosity
of the everget and the latter tried to please the people by the most bountiful
gifts. This is what Aba did, and consequently the « new year » was celebrated
uet edpoolvre xod edwytag peyarompenods.

The terms &dgpocbvy and edwyix are typical, showing the joy at the
banquets offered by the magistrates or evergets for the people; one meets these
terms very often in texts and inscriptions. Songs and dances accompanied the
merriment 4°,

On the occasion of these celebrations Aba offered, apart from the usual
banquet, two denarii to every man, giving this sum to the members of the Council,
of the gerousia, of the college of taureasts, to doctors and professors and to others
whom she called in particular, by name: Tot[¢ p€]v yap Povievtalc maoly xal
YepoualaaTalg xal TouptaoTals xal tatpols xal mondeutalc xal Toig Sla xot €E

17 RE, X, s.v. Kalendae and Kalendae Ilanuariae,
col. 1560—1564; ibidem, XVII s.v. Neujahr, col.
148—152.

4% H. Graillot, op. cit., p. 116—142; Fr. Cumont,
op. cit., p. 52—54, About mwpécodos and mpocddiov
see article in RE, XXIII,, col. 856 sqq. The volume
was published in 1957.
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1% All the bibliography concerning edwyzix and
eb@puaYvy was collected by L. Robert, Hellenica X,
Paris, 1955, p. 199, note 7 and p. 298. Apart from
the documents cited by Robert, see at Callatis the
expression [xpea]vopia edwyfoat tov 87juov in a decree
published by I L. Russu in « Dacia », N.S., I, 1957,
p. 182, line 1—2.
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dvopatog xahoupévorg €x 0o xat &vdpa dnvap[t]wv Stavouny, Hiv odmw Tig &AAY
mpbtepov, Edwxev line 25—30.

What the money was for is explained by other inscriptions in other parts
of the Greek world. The distribution of money was a custom the evergets resorted
to, in order to enable those who took part in the festivities to enjoy themselves
more. Sometimes wine was distributed freely all through the festivities, free oil
was given for the gymnasium exercises and there were also free performances.
But the simplest method was to offer the participants money with which they
could do what they pleased 3°. And this, we think, is what Aba did.

In an inscription from Selga®!, an everget, who was famous for his generosity,
is honoured because, as priest of the imperial house and agonothet, he had distri-
buted money and had moreover offered the people free performances and animal
fights: ...dpytepacauevoy Tob oixov Tdv Zefactdv Empovidc Eml Stoavouais
xal Yewplarg xat povopaytong xal xvvnyesiows xal dywvobérny da Biov x.t.A. (line
1—5). At Sardis, one denarius was given to every citizen Umép dewpiév 32, Some
documents state that the sums of money were paid in one lot, to the benefit
of the entire people ; other documents are more precise, indicating also the social
categories of those who benefited by the gifts. Thus, at lotapa, during the reign
of M. Aurelius, Kendeos, son of Apaturios, and his wife gave the substantial
sum of 5000 denarii as a gift:... el te Savouas T@v BovAe[u]T@v xol oivodoatog
xol yupvaatapyiog t@v toert@v®3. At Philadelphia, Aurelius Hermippus, distributes
money to the council, the gerousia and the tribes: xal T4 xpatictyn BouAd dnvapiwv
poptadog TEVTE xal TG GEUVGTATL GUVESPLW THG Yepousixg Snvapla udpla, PuAALG
EmTa Tale EoTaxbalg Toug avdpavtag Tpods dMvapla xethx 3. At Syllium, Meno-
dora, daughter of Megakles, to cite the example of a woman this time, gave,
together with her son and daughter, money to all social categories in the town:
¢mdoloay . . . .. Exaotw Bovlev[tH] dva Snvapla Tn’ xob celtou wo6[drov] o, yepaiw
3¢ éxdotw dnvapra ma' xol [o]etrouv wé[Srov] o, ExxAnoiacTh 3¢ [€]xdoTw Snvapra
on’ xol cettouv w6[drov] o, yuvaukl 8¢ Todtwy éxaaty Snvapte v [odt]vdiktaplolg 3
xol amelevtépols [Ex]aotw dnvapla & w.T.A. 35

The sum of two denarii is worth quite a lot, if we take into account the
fact that at that time the annual pay of a Roman legionary was 300 denarii, that
of a simple fighter in the auxiliary troops 75 denarii®®. The denarius therefore had a
high value in those times. The wax tablets of Dacia give us useful information
in this respect. From the expenditure list of a college, on the occasion of a ban-
quet which took place around the middle of the 2nd century of our era, we learn
that among the foodstuffs consumed were 5 lambs which cost 18 denarii, a piglet

8 A.H.M. Jones, op. cit., p. 218, 234, 248, 358 8 IGRR, 1II, 802, cf. 800, 801. See also inscrip-
with the indicated bibliography; M. Rostovtseff, tion no. 492 of Oenoanda (2nd century of our era)
op. cit., p. 148. where two denarii are given to each member of the

51 IGRR, III, 382. Council.

52 Sardis, Publications of the American Society % For the payment of the Roman army during
for the Excavations of Sardis, vol. VII, Greek and the imperial period, the classical work is A. von
Latin Inscriptions (W. H. Buckler and D.M. Robin- Domaszewski's Der Truppensold der Kaiserzeit, in
son), no. 56, apud A.H.M. Jones, op. cit.,, p. 358, Neue Heidelberger Jahrbiicher, X;, 1900, p. 218—241;
note 66. cf. article Stipendium in RE, IIIl A, col. 2536—2538;

53 IGRR, III, 833. G. R. Watson, The Pay of the Roman Army, in

84 IGRR, IV, 1632. « Historia», VIII, 3, 1959, p. 372 —378.
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which costs 5 denarii, white bread for 2 denarii, onions, vinegar, etc.®’. If a lamb
cost only 3.60 denarii, and a day’s work at the Alburnus Maior mines was paid
at that time (164 our era) 0.40 denarii, as is shown by the contract concluded by
Memmius, son of Asclepius with a « conductor »%®, we can assess even better the
value of denarii during the period of our decree. Moreover, the decree, we are
studying, tells us that no one before had given as much as Aba Staxvoumnv %v
olmw Tig &AAT) TpdTepov Edwxey line 29 this is probably true, even if the affected
style of the documents of this kind somewhat exaggerated facts. We can also
see this if we compare the sum given by Aba with that offered by Artemidoros,
son of Herodoros (1000 denarii) for the celebration of « Rosalia» at Histria, or with
another inscription from the rural territory of Histria where the sum was 75
denarii °.

In the enumeration made in the text of the inscription reproduced above
and in the text which follows, as we shall see later on, mention is made for the
first time of some social categories. Thus, BovAevtai, under this form, of a college,
Tawptaotal, latpot, is not found in other inscriptions.

Although there are two other Histrian inscriptions which mention two
BovAevtat, Aelius, buleuta Histriae 8, or Aloyplewv ’Apiotaympov 81, yet buleutai
as a whole appear in no other document. Here it is shown that Aba made
her gift to «all the members of the Council» (Boukeutalc méowv) that is, to
the entire college. Although no strict order is maintained in the enumeration
of the various social categories, in keeping with the importance of each, buleutai
are nevertheless mentioned first. This points to the leading role of the Council
in the Greek polis of the Roman epoch. Together with the college of magistrates
(&pyovres) the Council becomes the only body with supreme power in the
state. Its members, mostly wealthy people, are no longer elected, xata quixe,
as during the previous periods, the only condition for their being appointed as
members being their material status. In the inscriptions of that time PouvAeutai
appear organized in colleges, which, like the other ones, receive gifts from the
evergets %2,

epovstastal, mentioned after the buleutai, can only be the members
of the gerousia, founded for the second time (yepouvsio % peta TNv Sevtépav
xtiotv) during the reign of emperor Hadrian. The leading position they occupy
in the decree fully agrees with the part played by the gerousia in the Greek polis
at that time. Although its character is not yet well defined, as there is a diversity
of opinion in this respect, yet its aristocratic nature cannot be contested . This

57 CIL, III, tab. cer. XV, p. 953.

8 CIL, III, tab. cer. C, p. 948.

6% V. Pirvan, Histria IV, p. 599, col. 1I, line
9—10 (= SEG, 330); CIL, III, 7526: Eadem condi-
cion(e) do vico Ce(r)eris (denarios) LXXV ut faciant
pri(die) Kal(endas) Iunias hoc loco... etc... Inge-
neral, for the value of the denarius at that time see
Thomas Pekary, Studien zur rémischen Wdhrungs-
und Finanzgeschichte von 161 bis 235 N. Chr, in
«Historia», VIII, 4, 1959, p. 443 sqq.

8 V. Pairvan, Cetatea Ulmetum, in ARMSI,
s. II, XXXIV, p. 530, no. 2.
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81 « Dacia », 11, 1925, p. 232, no. 30.

%2 About the part played by BovA7 in the
Roman period and especially in the second century
of our era, see Is. Lévy's study in REG, VIII, 1895,
p. 219—231.

8 For gerousia see Is. Lévy, REG, VIII, 1895,
p- 231—1250; W. Liebenam, op. cit.,, p. 565—566;
Fr. Poland, Geschichte des griechischen Vereinswesens,
Leipzig, 1909, p. 102; A. H. M. Jones, op. cit.,
p-225—226 and 353, note 31; J. H. Oliver, «Historia»,
VII, 1958, p. 472—496: Gerusiae and Augustales;
cf. J.and L. Robert, in BullEp, LXXII, 1959, p.169, 65.
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is even more clearly evidenced when we analyse the situation at Histria. In this
instance the album of 138 our era is no longer an empty list for us, a mere enu-
meration of unknown names. The epigraphic discoveries of the last few years
has made it possible to identify many gerousiasts with dignitaries of public life,
men who held various civic and religious functions. This has made their social
and economic position quite clear. It could thus be established that many of the
members of the gerousia appear in this association in families (Yév7), some of
them quite numerous. One of these families is that of Dionysios, whose sons,
grandsons and great grandsons, eight in all, appear both in the gerousia and in
another unpublished document . Many such examples can be given and a sum-
mary investigation of the album of the gerousia has led to the identification
of at least seven families of this kind. In the light of the new data, the gerousia
of Histria appears not as a simple private college with a religious and educational
character, nor as a «club», «casino» and so on, but as a mighty organization,
private of course, and according to age, but with a great political and economic
power in the state. Its members were the most outstanding people (¢@tAéTeyuot),
who had been or still were members of the Council, magistrates, priests
and so on.

The third, in the order followed by our decree, is the college of taureasts
(tevpeaotai). This is the second mention available, attesting to the presence
of this thiasos in Histria. In an epigraphic document, recently discovered and
published by D. M. Pippidi, they appear to be the forum which issued a decree
for the honouring of Aristonikos, son of Anthesterios, a benefactor of the college .
The document we have just mentioned tells us that the taureasts had a holiday
called tadpix during which, as in other lonian towns, they crowned the ever-
gets and honoured Poseidon. The bad state of preservation of this document
has made it impossible to establish the date when this holiday was held and how
long it lasted. It is probable, however, that the situation was similar to that of
Sinope, where Poseidon was honoured during two months of the year, namely
Taureon and Poseidon . Now that mention has been made of the month of
Taureon at Histria 87, this supposition has even more chances of being true.
Like the other Milesian towns, Histria could not fail to pay homage to Poseidon
Helikonios, one of the oldest and best loved Pan-lonian gods . During the 3rd
century, the servants of this god in the town on the banks of Lake Sinoe were
high placed persons, such as Titog AtAtog Miv[ovavdc] tepedg tob Oeob dia Piov,
who was at the same time also pontarch of the pentapolis®®. The fact that the
taureasts are cited among the first in the enumeration makes us infer that
Poseidon played a big part in the public cult.

Up to the discovery of our decree, there was no lack of information
concerning the educational activity and the care of public health in Histria.
During the Hellenistic period, mentions in this respect were found more often

8 In this respect see the recent study by D.M. 87 SCIV, VII, 3—4, 1956, p. 347.
Pippidi, In jurul unei inscripgii din Muzeul National 86 The documents were collected and interpreted
de Antichitdfi al Instit. de Arheologie, in SCIV, X, 2, by Fr. Bilabel, op. cit., p. 90—93; cf. D. M. Pippidi,
1958, especially, p. 365—369. in Histria I, p. 553.

8 Histria I, p. 553, no. 30. % Cf. C. Moisil, in BCMI, 1V, 1911, p. 106;

86 BCH, XIII, 1898, p. 300—301. J. Weiss, in JOAI, X1V, 1911, Beibl. col. 151—152.
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and were more complete 7. As for the Roman epoch, our information on the
education of young people was very scarce. Apart from an inscription from the 3rd
century of our era, in which mention is made of the rebuilding of the gymnasium
(Yvvaotov avavewoopevov), there is nothing else to cite. That is why the
mention of the professors and doctors (line 27: xal Toig laTpoic xal wat-
deutatc) in the decree for Aba is very welcome. During the Roman epoch,
inscriptions mention wadevtal side by side with the doctors (latpot), as
in our inscription or in that of Dionysopolis 71, where they are cited in a similar
position with that of the Histrian decree. Their presence side by side with the
tarpol and on the same level as they were, is quite explicable, as both colleges
had a common regime at that time, established by the emperors of that period.
During the epoch we are referring to, the emperors gave precise dispositions
concerning their juridical status and both colleges are always mentioned together.
Thus, Vespasian is the first to extend the immunity of munera, which Augustus
had granted to physicians only 72, to professors too. At first it was only an
exemption from the obligation to offer « hospitality », that is lodgings to the
Roman army in the provinces ?3. Emperor Hadrian 7 also confirms this privilege,
while Antoninus Pius 7® and then Commodus 7® extend the exemptions, adding
new ones, including the gymnasiarchia, agoranomia, priesthoods (iepwaivat),
tutelage, éAotwvia, etc.

This shows, on the one hand, how heavy municipal duties had become
for the population in the Roman epoch and on the other hand the deadlock
reached by the Greek polis, whose administrative system and budget depended
on the bounty of « benefactors ». At the same time, one can see the appre-
ciation enjoyed by the professorial and medical corps in the imperial epoch,
an appreciation which has its antecedents in the Hellenistic period. Even
in those times, the states used to pay greater attention to education and
public health 77.

Unfortunately public schools did not include children of primary school
age, either in the Hellenistic period or later on in the Roman period. The primary
school education was left to the care of private persons (matdovépot) who had
a precarious economic condition. They were not exempt from the muneraq,
mentioned above, for the texts, very clear in this respect, do not mention them
together with the teachers of secondary schools (ypappatixol) nor with those
of high schools (cogiotal, pnTopec) s,

 The news on the education of young people
in Histria was collected and commented by Em.
Popescu in SCIV, VII, 3—4, 1956, p. 343 —365.

1 IGB, I, no. 30 ...<% Boulr# xal dyopavéuerg xal
[ratle émtad Quaaic xal Tolg dpvolot Tolg LeBasrtolg
xal avopaiotg, latpole, mudevtaic xal Tolc mape <[ma]-
Qg)rf[;b‘]‘qp‘hcacw. ..

2 Dijo Cassius, LI, 60 (= Zonaras X, 30).

 Digesta L, 4, 18, 30; Sitzungsberichte d. preuss.
Akad. d. Wissenschaften, Berlin, 1935, 968, 7.

4 Digesta, ibidem.

% Idem, XXVII, 1, 6, 1.

7 Idem, 8.
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77 C. Barbagallo, Lo Stato e listruzione pubblica
nell'impero romano, Catania, 1911; L. Hahn, Uber
das Verhdltnis von Staat und Schule in der rémischen
Kaiserzeit, in « Philologus » 76, 1926, p. 176 sqq.;
H. Irénée Marrou, Histoire de I’éducation dans I’ Anti-
quité, IV-éme éd., Paris, 1958. For public physicians :
the article Medicus DA, III, p. 1671, 1685, 1693;
R. Pohl, De graecorum medicis publicis, Berlin, 1905;
L. Cohn-Haft, The Public Physicians of Ancient
Greece (Smith CollegeYStudies in History, 42), Nor-
thampton, Mass. 1956; cf. REG, 1958, p. 200.

" Digesta L, 4111, 4, etc.; cf. Digesta XXVII,
1, 6, 1.
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As for the number of teachers and physicians, Histria was probably no
exception from the general situation prevalent at that time. Fortunately, we have
very precise indications of the time of Antoninus Pius, from which period our
decree dates. By a disposition addressed to the towns in Asia Minor (Kotvév T¥¢
’Actag) and then extended to the whole empire, this emperor fixed the number
of teachers and doctors for each town in relation to its size. According to the
interpretation given by the jurisconsult Modestinus, these towns were divided
into three categories: 1) capitals of provinces, 2) towns with courts of law (forum
causarum) and 3) common towns. The maximum number for each was 10, 7, and 5
physicians and respectively, 5, 4, or 3 grammaticoi and as many retors (sophists) °.

We do not know to which of these categories Histria belonged ; one thing
is certain that in the Roman epoch it was not the capital of a province, for
as is known, the capital of the province was Tomis. So only the two other cate-
gories could be taken into consideration and even in this case, if we were to
choose one or the other, we still could not specify the exact number, for the
imperial decree left it to the towns to decrease this number as they liked 8. The
leaders of the empire were not pleased to have too large a number of privileged
people, exempt from the munera, nor could the municipal leaders like this, since
inside the town the duties were the same and there were ever fewer citizens to
take them on. The order given by Antoninus Pius was determined precisely by
the fact that many citizens, wishing to be in the privileged situation of teachers,
sought to assume the honorific title of professor and thus get rid of their civic
obligations. One may therefore infer that the number of teachers and physicians
in Histria was not too big. However, those who are mentioned in the decree
for Aba were in the service of the state, which paid them for their services. This
situation is so common, that this town on the Western coast of Pontus Euxinus
could not be an exception 81

In lines 26 to 27, we find in our decree among those who benefited by
Aba’s gifts a category of people designated by the following words: xat Toig
0l ol EE dvopatog xahoupévols... Edwxev, that is, the honoured person-
age gave two denarii to each of those who had been called particularly and according
to their name (nominally). As far as we know, the expression as such has
appeared in no other epigraphic text, and it is therefore difficult for us to establish
who were those who received the two denarii and how many of them there were.
We believe we are not wrong in supposing that allusion is made to a certain
category of people, who came to the celebrations about the New Year as private
persons. They were not members of any association of the kind mentioned
before (Boulevtal, yepouctaortal, TovptxgTal, tatpol, etc.), to whom the gift

" Digesta XXVII, 1, 6, 2: "Ectw 8¢ xai 6 dptluog mbherg déxa latpolg xal pAtTopxg mévie xai ypappa-

pntépwv dvéxaaty ToAeL T@Y THY dAetTovpyneiay Exbv-
Twv, xal alpéoelg Tiveg Tpooxeipevar T& véuey, Smep 87-
Aobrtae ¢E EmiaToAdic 'Avrovivou tob [ldeeBols ypa pei-
ang uev e xowd Tie 'Aciag, mavti 8¢ xéopw Srapepod-
676, A ativ TO xepaAatov TobTo UmoteTaypévov, Al piv
EhdtTous mhAerg SVvavrar mévte latpols dredeic Exewv
xal Tpelg GoQLoTag Xal ypappatikoug Toug Yooug: at
8¢ pelfoug méAeg énta Todg Bepamebovrac, Tésoupag
<obg matdedovrag éxatépav moaudetav: al 3¢ peyiotaw

18 — o. 1160
http://www.daciajournal.ro

Tixovg Toug Looug' Umép 8¢ TobTov Tov dpiludv obde
N peyioty meAg ThHv atéhetav mwapéyet' eixog 8¢ TH
uév peyiote apllud yphoasdur tag wntpondierg Tdv
tOvay, @ 8t Beutépp Tag éyoloag dyopas Sixdv,
T 3¢ Tpitw Tag Aotmac.

80 Jbidem, XXVII, 1, 6, 3. About all these, see
H. I Marrou, op. cit.,, p. 401 —402.

81 Digesta L, 9, 4, 2; Plinius, Ep. 1V, 13, 6: multis
in locis. .. in quibus praeceptores publice conducuntur.
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is made as a group, but rather a category of friends and acquaintances of Aba’s,
whom she wanted to share her bounty. It is not impossible that some of them
should have been members of other groups, such as those mentioned in the
following lines, for instance: WpaxAewxsTal, Téxtoves, UVuvwdoi, or of other
groups, which do not appear in the decree and who did not receive the two
denarii gift, reserved for other, more important associations.

Like other evergets of the Hellenistic period or of the Roman one, Aba
wants to be @uAdtetpog, not only towards the cult of the gods and the quasi-statal
associations, but also towards private persons. There are numerous examples in
this respect, and often allusions are made to charities on two planes: t8io xal
dnpooto 82 18l xaxl xowel(F) 83, 18t €xactw xal xowd mwaocty @iavlpwmely 84
tolc idie mapaytvopévols 85 or toic iSta dpuxvoupévolg 88 xata xowdv A xat
dlay yp7av TAGLY GULVEPYOLS QLAoTelws 87,

A similar situation to that finding in Histria is also offered by the
Nyssa decree ® in honour of Titus Aelius Alcibiades, who is honoured for:
...xal Swpeag i Te Exacto[tg x]al dnposia xatx QuAdg xal cu[vedpia] xaxl cupu-
oplag Savépwv ¢ macay pev éxxAnetav, mi[clav 3¢ BouAny, mavta 3¢ cuvad[poto-
wélv Exawv T @uhotetunuo wéyx xol ddpov “Adlxkifiadon, etc. line 23—29.

With line 30 of the decree the list of those who received from Aba two
denarii, which as we are told is a big sum, « not given by anyone before », comes
to an end. Then comes the enumeration of those who did not receive this
gift; these participated only in the banquet, oivor 6ciov 8. The first to be men-
tioned are in reality subdivisions of the tribes: toig 8¢ év Talc @uiaic xata
mevtnxovtapyloy Staveveunuévolrs line 30—31. The group mentioned mevryrov-
tapytla is not found in other documents which speak of tribes, discovered
so far either at Histria or in the rest of the Greek world. We have tried to
establish its meaning in a previous study, published by the review Dacia ®°.
In this special case of our decree, mevtyxovtapyla appears as a unit within
the framework of which the people take part in the banquet given on the
occasion of the religious celebrations in honour of the Mother of Gods. The presence
of the tribes on such occasions is often met with in inscriptions and is also
mentioned in Histria by the decree for Aristagoras, son of Apaturios ®l. The
division of the people into smaller groups was useful during the holidays as
order had to be kept and because it also facilitated the distribution of the gifts.
A decree from Piraeus in honour of a citizen from another demos shows that there
tptaxac represented thc group of people who took the meal in common. After
granting Kallidamas the right to take part in the sacrifices and the banquet, he
is assigned a place in ~glaxac 92: xol cuvesTidiolor Kadhdapavra peta [Mepatebor
VOULLOY E6Twy elg Tplaxcdx v &v adtog BolAvTal.

82 Syll 3, 85, line 10. p- 122; RE, 17, s.v. oivomoouapyrc. A college
83 Ibidem, 320, line 10. of ouvrmoowxatai at Philipopolis: AEM, XVIII,
84 Ibidem, 56, line 30. p.- 117, no. 30.

85 JIbidem, 438, line 10. % See « Dacia», N. S., III, 1959, p. 256 —257.
8 Ibidem, 454, line 5. ® Syll® 708, line 23—24.

87 IGB I, 43, line 10. %2 1G 2 1212 (Michel, Recueil. . . 145, Syll 3, 912),
88 BCHI, 1885, p. 127. line 14 sq.; cf. L. Robert, Hellenica, V, p. 10.

8 Concerning oivoméatov see OJh., VI, 1903,
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The citizens who, we are told, were included in the pentekontarchies,
probably represented the mass of the people, moAitar with full rights in the
state, in contradistinction to the common people 16 ©A#f0¢ (line 43—44) and
foreigners : mapemdnuobvres, mentioned lower down. Of the same gift, olvontdatov,
which was boastfully named by the inscription 6cov ol &ri Tolg peyaots dvbpaaty
grrotetwolpevol offered by those who claimed to acquire high names ® also pro-
fited the colleges of Uuvndol, téxtoves, iepom[Aa]reitar, and Wpoxdetxotad.

This is the second time that a college of singers, buvwdot, is attested in
Histria. An inscription discovered in 1953 and studied by D. M. Pippidi, mentioned
the « elder singers who honoured the great god Dionysos »: buvwdot meeafitepor
oi mepl TOV péyav Yedov Aubvuoov. As the editor of the inscription established,
they formed « the artistic group of the association ometpa AtovuctasTév or an
independent group affiliated to the speira for the purpose of joint performances ».
Dating from the first half of the 3rd century of our era (222—225), the inscrip-
tion furnishes information on the organization of the college of hymnodoi %4.

In our decree the hymnodoi are not qualified by an epithet which could
tell us more precisely which is referred to. To identify them is rendered even
more difficult, by the fact that in the Roman imperial period the Greek towns
had many groups of singers. The inscriptions mention the hymnodoi in connection
with associations, for instance with the gerousia, the Council or, as we saw at
Histria, as members of the mystical association in honour of Dionysos. The
most frequent type of singers’ associations were those aimed at glorifying the
emperors %%, It is possible that those mentioned at Histria should have belonged
to a college of this type, such as those in the towns of Moesia Inferior %, or they
may have been a larger group of all the colleges of singers who had gathered on
the occasion of the celebrations in order to receive the gifts.

Among the associations mentioned for the first time at Histria is also
that of téxtoveg (line 32—33). This term was used as far back as the Homeric
epoch to designate woodworkers, house-builders and shipwrights, etc. *. Although
the word has also other meanings, it indicates in general the work of people who
use wooden material, in contrast to stone workers AfloAéyor or metal workers
xxxetc. The decree gives no details as to the organization of the colleges of
tektones in Histria. Documents referring to this association are rare. Some data
are offered by Egypt, where they existed in the 1st century (the year 46 of our era)
oi amd [t¥c?] Ilro[Ae]uaidog té[xTo]vec mpesBitepot (there were therefore at least

9 Only the zealous ones who spent money for
the benefit of the community became gtAotetpoiuevot,
or acquired high names peyxAa évépata. In the
decree of the Herakleiasts of Delos in honour
of Patron, son of Dorotheus (Ch. Michel, op. cit.
998, lines 30 —35), or in the regulations of the ioba-
choi of Athens, the benefactors of the associa-
tions are called @urotetpodpevo. (Syll3, 1109, lines
41—46); in an inscription from Bithynia (OGIS, 528),
Tiberius Claudius Piso, after having held the highest
function which existed in the Roman epoch, acquires
the title of 70 péya @vopa 7ol yévoug.

® D. M. Pippidi, Contributii..., p. 197—212.

%8 Concerning the college of hymnodoi see:
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Th. Reinach, s. v. Hymnodus, in DA, 111;, p. 336 — 337 ;
Fr. Poland, op. cit., p. 46 sqq.; E. Ziebarth, in RE, col.
2520—12522; H. 1. Marrou, op. cit.,, p. 192; D. M.
Pippidi, Contributii..., p. 197—212.

% At Dionysopolis there appear oi Uuvwdol
vecrtepot and ol buvodvrteg Todg Tefaotovg (IGB, I, 37,
30) and at Nikopolis ad Istrum three inscriptions
speak of buvwdol mpesBitepotr, Upvwdel gLrocéBasTol,
buvedel iepoveixar xat @uhogéPBactor, ibidem, 656,
667, 668.

% 1. V, 59-63, VI, 315; Od, IX, 126, XVII,
384, etc. see the article Architectus in DA, I, p. 374—
382; G. Busolt, op. cit.,, p. 172.
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two associations in that place) and who had also a priest ®. We find a xouwov
T@v Ttextévwv mentioned at Oxyrhynchos ®® in the 4th century (316 our era).
Recently, J. and L. Robert reported an unkown inscription1®® found at Avdan
in Eastern Caria, dating from the imperial period; it comprises a list of 14 names
with the following dedication: of xataoxebxcav oixov cuvwwdédte Au. Between
these names, mention is made of a Téxtwv and a x€papeds headed by a priest.

In reconstituting and understanding the text, we met with a great difficulty
namely IEPOIT . . TEITAIX in line 32 of the decree. Although there are but 2
letters missing, no correspondent could be found, in none of the documents
at our disposal. Prof. Werner Peek (Halle) had the kindness to suggest in a letter 1%
the completion of the lacuna with AA. Thus we should have the word tepo-
n[Aa]tettyg akin to lepordatin, to be found in a Milet inscription %2, We
consider such a fitting in, very suitable and we should understand by iepomhatettan
an association whose members carried on their activity in a ‘lepa IMAateia
near some sacred edifice 193. Thus, there is proof of another college at Histria
and we receive new toponimic indications on this Greek city.

The association of Herakleiastai is the last enumerated in the list of those
having received olvoré-tov. Its mention in our decree is the only of this
kind at Histria. It is a proof of H:rakles’ honouring in our Pontic city.

The enumeration of Aba’s deeds connected with the New Year feasts
closes with line 34. Then, peta [3¢ <olJro, her generosity is connected
with other events during the year. The first of them is mentioned voupyvia.

This day, the first after the appearance of the new moon in the sky,
was of particular importance in the life of primitive peoples, as well of the ancient
ones 1%, With the Greeks it was an occasion for religious manifestations, some-
times public, and also particularly private. Dedicated to Apollo, also called
Noup7viog, this day was also celebrated in some regions of the Greek world
(and in Macedonia too) as the birthday of this god. The Spartan kings brought
sacrifices to Apollo every vouunvix and on the 7th of the month 1. In Athens,
the citizens climbed the Acropolis and prayed to the gods for themselves and
for the welfare of the State 1%, At Priene %7, the stephanephoros brought

% Alex. Mus. no. 47, line 2133; Catalogue 103 For a better understanding ot the word
1893, p. 145 (2489); apud Poland, op. cit.,p. 118 —119, see: OJh,, 29, 44: Eustomiateitrc; IGRR, IV, 790:
343. oi év 17 Ixvutixd mAatela teyveitat; ibidem, 791: ol &v

9% Grenfell-Hunt, The Oxyrh. Pap. I 53, f.
Poland, op. cit., p. 119.

190 J and L. Robert, in BullEp, 1958, p. 195, 75.

10t This article was already in the press when
we received the letter in which the following inter-
pretations were suggested, beside the one mentioned
in note 42 and the above-mentioned: lines 32—33:
olvoméotov; line 34 peta [3¢ Tol]to; line 37 &Eumy-
péltnoev boa]; line 38 afdtlxa 23¢Jato instead of
&[ravta &vedé]Eato as we had proposed; line. 41:
t]érer; line 43 ¥t &AAvy Swpleav?; line 44: [pop-
@y Tw]@v? Our warmest thanks go to prof. Peek
for his precious help.

102 Milet. Die Ergebnisse der Ausgrabungen,
11a, 134, 403.
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%7 Oeppaia mAatela Epyastat; ibidem 425: ol xatot-
xobvteg v llaorapeitwv mAatela; IGRR, III, 711:
ZeBacty wAateta; SEG, 1V, 539—541: Ilhatela
Bpavygtavi. .

104 M, Nilsson, Primitive Time- reckoning, Lon-
don, 1920, p. 147 sqq. and 362 sqq.

18 For vouunvia see the article by M. Nilsson
and Ludwig Ziehen, in RE, XVII, col. 1292 —1295; cf.
Ludwig Deubner, Attische Feste, Berlin, 1956, p. 202

100 [Demosth) 25, 99: md¢ 8¢ talg vouprviac.
elg v axpémoly dvaPaivovreg Tayabx T¥H woAer
Sidévar xat ExacTog Eautd Tolg Feolg etifetat.

19 Inschriften von Priene, hersg. von Fr. Hiller
von Gaertringen, Berlin, 1906, 108, line 260 sqq.;
113, line 54; 123, line 4.
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sacrifices to the gods of the town and in Erethria 1% the statues of the tyranni-
cides were crowned. Nouvumvia was a holiday during which the families or colleges
crowned or cleaned the statues of the ancestors, and went to the temples to
bring sacrifices to the gods and heroes 1.

Then are mentioned Ouctor which mean the sacrifices at the monthly
assemblies obvodot, cuvaywyai in honour of the gods and benefactors. As was
pointed out by Poland 11° cUvodog and ocuvaywyv, terms which mean assemblies
of a religious nature, are inseparable from Sucixt. There are documents point-
ing to monthly Suciet. Thus in the decree of Sestos, in honour of Menas,
it is stated that the sacrifices in honour of the protecting gods of the gymnasium
were made every month 1. An inscription of Hierapytna 112 indicates that $ucia
took place xata p¥v[a], while in other localities similar mentions are made 113,

With a meaning approaching that of 6Yvo8og and ouvaywyn, but with
a somewhat larger nuance, is the word €opt.

IMazpior edyal, mentioned in our inscription lines 35—36 refers to the
perpetuation of a cult, brought long before from the metropolis to the Dobru-
djan citadel and which the colonists were striving to preserve unchanged. This
treasury of customs formed [t& €i]Owouéva, as an inscription of Magnesia 114 tells
us, for the fulfilment of which the evergets had to pay sums of money, whence
the sense of generosity, liturgy 1*5. That is why in our inscription, mention is
made in lines 37—38 of the 7 &bwwog lepomorta which Aba carried out to the
benefit of the people, spending considerable sums of money. Lines 37—41 can
be understood only in this way: ya&p t¥¢ €Bipov iepomouiag dvaddpata afdrixa
e3¢)Eato xal 8oo Omip edoefelag Emevoer mav[ta @LA]oteipwg Emoinoev, TV udv
avodopatw[v xat]appovicaca Tig 88 Vdoklag odx SAwywpenoas[w . ..] x.T.A.

The strangers who were in the town also benefited by Aba’s bounty to
the people. Like other evergets, like Aristagoras and Carpos, son of Artemidoros,
who did not forget strangers 118, she also remembers them and gives them presents.
About what strangers our decree speaks is difficult to say. The only specification
we have is that she favoured the strangers « who enjoyed influence with the
people »: T]éket xal mapemidnuodvtwv TvEY Te Tm[ept TOV] dFpov Suvapévov.
Taking into account the indications of the text, we believe that we must think
first and foremost of the Romans who, as representatives of the central power,

108 gSyll 3, 284.

199 Cf. article in RE, s. v. vouunvia, see above
note 105. Unlike Nilsson, L. Ziehen draws attention
to the private nature of the celebrations within the
framework of voupmvia, pointing out that in general
the events took place privatim.

10 Poland, op. cit.,, p. 247, 248 and RE, 1V,
col. 1284 —1296 and col. 1415—1434.

1 OGIS, 339, lines 67 —68.

uz CIG, II, 2562.

3 JOAL V, 1902, p. 128, line 15; Ch. Michel,
op. cit., 1011, IG, IV 358, line 12; Lebas-Wadding-
ton, Voyage archéologique en Gréce et en Asie Mineure,
vol. III, no. 1143, line 18 sq.

14 Die Inschriften von Magnesia am Meander,
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hersg. von Otto Kern, Berlin, 1900, no. 117, p. 106,
line 5.

16 Syl113, 1109, line 111: 6 lepedg 8¢ émitereite
tag &0igoug Attovpryizg; L. Robert, Hellenica VI,
p. 77, 78: elbopéva, . ., mavrta EOua.

116 Syll 3, 708, line 16: wAeioTa Te GUVAAAXYRATX
moAitag &uo x[al] Eévoig moinsapevog mwpdG TAVTAG
apt[A]apybpwg Orestnoato; for the second century
of our era, see inscription published by Tocilescu,
AEM, XI, 1887, p. 66, no. 140, but correctly un-
derstood by L. Robert and commented by D. M.
Pippidi, in SCIV, IX, 2, 1958, p. 366: Kapmroc
'Aptepdmpov Tod &[pytelpéw[¢ xal movrdpyouv xai
viod g wéhewg] edBnviapyov xal moArdxig dv [tatg
dpoplatg toug mohitag xal Tobg é&vou]xobvrag Eévoug
Ypédavrto[g. .. x.T.A.
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must have settled in Histria in order to carry out special missions. There are
sufficient mentions of their presence in our Pontic town. Parvan believed he could
identify some of them even among the members of the gerousia 1”. In any case,
there was a statio of the Roman military post in the important Greek centre of
Histria, as is proved with certainty by the gravestone of Aelius Victor, beneficiarius
consularis '8 and maybe the name of M. Julius Moschus, member of the gerousia
(col. I, line 103) and at the same time beneficiarius. Naturally, we do not exclude
the possibility that among mopemdnuobvres oi mepl Tév dFHuov duvauevor there
should also have been others, maybe foreigners invited by the people for the
satisfaction of requirements which the Histrians could not cope with alone. It
is probable that this happened also at the time of our decree, as it did in
the Hellenistic epoch, when architects 1® and physicians1?® were invited, win-
ning the praise of the people. We must also bear in mind the merchants,
who settled there for commercial exchanges. Even though at the time of our
decree commerce no longer represented the main source of income for Histria,
as it had been before, yet it could not have declined completely. Moreover,
in a letter of governor Sabinus to the Histrians it is said that the former had
learnt (the information is certainly exaggerated) that «almost the only income of
the town is that resulting from the sale of salted fish » 121: [oyedov] eéxeivny
wovnv elvar tHg moOHAews mbpoo[Sov ThHv éx Tob] Taperyevopévou iyBdoc. Coming
from the Orient or southern Greece, these merchants must have come to Histria,
even if their numbker was not so big as in Tomis, the great economic and political
centre of the Roman imperial epoch 122,

The last social category mentioned in the decree for Aba is the rag tag
and bobtail, the plebeians, the commoners t6 mA%0oc. It is regrettable that just
at this place our inscription is so mutilated and we cannot find out more things
about this social stratum, mentioned for the first time at Histria. It is probable
that this category included, besides commoners, also the poor and all those who
were of uncertain origin, as well as the freed men, ameAedOepot, about whom some
mentions are made at Histria 123, All of them formed a composite group, which in
other parts of the Greek world bore the name of cuvafpoiwsués and took part in
the assemblies of people in order to increase the number of those who had to
acclaim (émPodchat) the everget 24, ExxAnsix in the Roman epoch confined
themselves to voting the hcenorific decrees and that is why the « purity » of the
participants was no longer required.

Because of the big fragments missing in the stone, we cannot interpret
the words odt@v aitovuévwv and probably [twv]év dvadvouévwy line 43—44

117 V., Parvan, Histria 1V, p. 604 —605. 121 v, Parvan, Histria IV, p. 563, line 20—23.

118 Jdem, p. 668, no. 45. Cf. D. M. Pippidi, op. cit.,, p. 171 —196.

1% D, M. Pippidi, Contribugii..., p. 112—122, 122 Orjentals in Histria: CIL, III, 12, 489 and
claims that the decree in honour of Epikrates, son V. Pirvan, op. cit., p. 595, no. 19. For the situation
of Nicobulos, today preserved at the Dragomirna in Tomis, idem, Die Nationalitit der Kaufleute im
monastery, comes from Histria; for the other archi- rém. Kaiserreiche, Breslau, 1909, p. 73, 86, 100.
tect who came to Histria, see SCIV, V, 1954, 1—2, Special mention must be made of olxog T@v év
p- 95, no. 10; ibidem 3-4, p. 549—557; «cf. Téper *AreEavdpéwv.

L. Robert in BullEp, 1955, p. 244, 163a. 123 V. Pirvan, Histria VII, p. 38, no. 37.

120 SCIV, VII, 3—4, 1956, p. 347; cf. ]J. and 124 For Asia Minor see the documents collected

L. Robert, op. cit.,, 1957, p. 112, 336. by Is. Lévy, in REG, VIII, 1895, p. 205—1218.
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(see note 101 of this article). It is possible that mention is here made also
of the mA%0oc or other social groups which Aba took care of, doing this, either
because they asked, claimed? (2itouwévwv) or because they withdrew, did not
crowd, lived apart from actual problems (&vaduvouévwv). Not one of these, 003&v
tobtwy, or of the categories mentioned above were refused by Aba [anyyépevoe];
on the contrary, every day desired by the polis [xal eig T9v] fuépay v 70érvoey
N mérg t@[v *lotpinvédv] line 45—46, she gave them all, wdow €dwxev, whether
they were men or women 125 [dvdpdot]v xal yovouEiv. This last indication is meant
to show the largest sphere encompassed by Aba’s generosity.

The honours granted her, and which mark also the end of our inscription,
are typical of all evergets: glorification, crowning at all festivities, all the other
honours due to the great benefactors and having her portrait painted 26 in a public
building, or schola belonging to the servants of the Mother of Gods [avayo-]

pev[ec]Oar 3¢ i oTepavol[sbar "ABav ‘Exatatov ... év wi&aow &)opraic: pe[té]yety
3¢ adtiv ... %xTA. ... xoal elxbvwv Y[pantdv] ... line 49 and the follow-
ing ones.

Our document is of particular interest also as regards the Histrian language
spoken in the 2nd century of our era. From a linguistic point of view characteris-
tic is the way in which i@tax dvexgpdverov and the diphtongs et for v (teut,
@LA6TELLOC) or €0 for ou are written. We do not mean to dwell on this question
as we have done it also on the occasion of the publication of the first frag-
ment 127, Moreover, this linguistic phenomenon formed the object of detailed
researches by Professor D. M. Pippidi!®, who proceeded from other documents,
some of them older and some newer than ours. It seems more suitable for
us to note the style of the decree, which excels in affected and even bombastic
expressions, using many superlatives and choice words in order to exaggerate
the merits of the honoured person. For example: vovéwv Te EmioTiLwv val Tpo-
Y6vwy ETLPavETATWY, .. . év86E0ug Umreesios owum:pB)\r, TWS z-:wrs're)\exo[‘rmv] . -
ong EEaLpETou TELTC 'rs*m/_nxo['r(ov] peyarhouyla, . . . LEYAAWPPOVWS, LSpOTCpE—
TEGTATX Or repetitions: avaAOWLIATA éSé] Eato nal Sou OTeEp E\’)ceﬁeiag émevober
nwav[ta] @A]otelpwe émoincev and immediately T@v pev dvadropstolv xat]x-
povrcaca TVc 8¢ eddofing ... x.t.h. This is a characteristic feature of the style
of inscriptions during the imperial period. We could compare this, from this
point of view, with an epigraphic document of Thyatire, recently re-published
by L. Robert!?® where one finds most of the expressions of our inscription.

Naturally, apart from the expressions and the exaggerated tone of the docu-
ment we have studied, we can find in it a great deal of information on the internal
situation of the city Histria in the 2nd century of our era. This is precisely
what we have tried to do and now the decree for Aba appears to us as a picture
in which we see the whole Histrian people, on which Aba first bestowed her
gifts and then prostrating themselves before of her at the People’s Assembly
in order to satisfy the feeling of glory which not even the ancestors’ peyoadavyta

128 Cf. SEG, 1V, 301 to the end. 128 D, M. Pippidi, Contributii..., p. 72 and
126 \We considered this to be « painted images » 129 sqq.; cf. G. Mihailov, La Langue des Inscriptions
as we had the impression that after €ixévwv there Grecques en Bulgarie, Sofia, 1943, no. 31, 36, 55, 57.
follows a +. 120 | Robert, Hellenica VI, p. 75, no. 25.

127 SCIV, V, 3—4, 1954, p. 452.
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could fulfil. An important thing is the fact that from the mentions in the decree
we realize the composition of Histrian society. The socio-economic changes
which took place at that time, resulted in the outlining of classes with a different
economic basis. In the foreground are PBouleutai and yepouvsixstal, who form
the stratum of the wealthy, the evergets, present in public affairs. At the
opposite pole of the plutocracy is the mass of commoners, T ®A70og, who
play a small part in public life (mentioned last in the decree). The middle stratum
of society is formed by the citizens with full rights, who have a place in the tribes,
in mevtmxo Tapyler and who are maybe members of some professional colleges:
latpotl, moudevtal, dpvwdol TéxToves, etc.

As for the source of incomes of the wealthy, it must be considered to
result first of all from the exploitation of Histria’s rural territory, where they
had large estates and wvillae. The gravestones of Aelius... buleuta Histriae 13° and
L. Pompeius Valens 31, obiti ad villam suam, as well as the vast territortes of Messia
Pudentilla 132, are strong evidence in this respect. Moreover, the ever more diffi-
cult natural conditions in Histria, due to the continuous blocking of the harbour
because of the sand, and the general upsurge of agriculture in the Danubian regions
during those times, must have made those Histrian edegyétan, and quAéteipor at
the same time also agricolae boni 133, Aba is a representative of this class34,

EM. POPESCU

130 v, Parvan, Cetatea Ulmetum, in ARMSI, 133 M. Rostovtseff, op. cit., p. 345; Em. Con-
s. [I, XXXIV, p. 530, no. 2. durachi, Histria I, p. 54.

131 AEM, XVII, 1894, p. 87, no. 11 (= CIL, 13 We are very indebted to professor lorgu
I11, 12489). Stoian who was so kind as to place at our disposal

182 1, I. Russu, in SCIV, VI, 1-—2, 1955, for this study the first fragment of the inscription,
p. 75—86. as well as most of the others found by him.
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