A NOTE ON THE FOURTH CENTURY GRAFFITO FROM KALLATIS

WILLIANM M. CALDER III

The necropolis of Kallatis lies under the park of Mangalia. In 1972 forty-nine graves were exca-
vated, twenty-four from the Greek period.! In general the site is not rich ; but in grave No. 40 a
fourth century Athenian kantharos (375 —350 B. C.) was discovered. 2T he vase bears two scratched
inscriptions, one (A) around its outside rim and a second (B) four line text on the base. Preda and
Georgescu first published in 1975 an unsatisfactory text ina mixed Greek and Roman font with
confusion of nu and upsilon, of theta and delta, dated end of fourth or beginning of third century
B.C. 3 Recently in the rich and informative volume Epigraphica * Alexandra Stefan has provided
an improved text with valuable commentary. Although I disagree in part, my note would be
impossible without her careful article.
The inscriptions are :

A. Navxacapat Tol oloottor tol Tuyrdvaxtog.
B. Xaipete ol avdévres mavres vt Navxoosapar pe.

Stefan’s fundamental error is the assumption that because the kantharos was found in a grave,
the vase and its inscription are a ‘‘graffite funéraire’” (27), ‘“l’offrande funéraire’ (29), ‘‘une of-
frande funéraire’’ (31). Rather the kantharos was a cherished vessel used by the deceased in his
lifetime and piously buried with him. “Nestor’s Cup’’ from Pithekoussai 5 is only the most famous
example ; other such buried vases inscribed with their owners’ names are known. ¢ It is the common
habit of placing cherished possessions of the deceased, toys, strigils, mirrors, jewellery, in graves. ?

The inscriptions, therefore, were engraved during the lifetime of the vessel’'s owner. Stefan
noted (27): ‘“le sigma est tantét angulaire, aux bras écartés sensiblement, tantot lunaire.” But
she failed to note that lunate sigma is restricted to inscription B and to draw the obvious conclu-
sion. The texts are by two different hands. The smaller letters and sloppier hand of B confirm the
evidence of the sigmas. The variant spelling of the owner’s name — Naukasamas (A), Naukosamas
(B) — clinches the matter.

The members of Timonax’ Club 8 presented one of their number, Naukosamnos, an inscribed
kantharos to be used by him at club dinners. A rough hexameter was neatly inscribed around the
rim. The grateful recipient himself recorded his thanks to all who had given him the present in
the clumsy but well intentioned second inscription (B). The Dbereaved lknew his sentimental
attachment to the vessel and placed it in his tomb. I think that clcciror implies a military origin of
the club, not necessarily, as Stefan would have (31—32), a war but simply that the comrades
met during military training or ephebic service. ?
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