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lhe othrrs arr prl'Sl'llle() Io ns as haYîng IH'l'll madc of 
prrcious 111l'lals. gohl m1d more srldom siln·r. Thrrc is how­
n·1·r a snil·s of fal'ls whirh rll'lrn11în1· us. in rnnlrasl wilh 
lhr au\hor, lo <'XJH'rss donhls as for arl'l'pling lh1· informa­
lion !hat all d1·l'ornliPJts. wilh lhr l'Xl'!'Jllicn of 1111· l\\o 1111·11-
lionl'd alHl\'l', wn111d han· had an i1111l'r Yahll·. Firsl. we should 
n·mînd l hal Pol.Yhius spl'aks only uf rrmmu 11111rnlis as J)l'ing 
111ad1• of µold, aud nol of lw.</11c or p/111/rrnc ~ . .\1111'11 mor!' sig­
nificanl îs lhal holh .losl'phus l'la\·îus and four insniplions 
(M'l' p. 8:1, fool noli· ;J:.!) mrnlion 11c.ril/11 of sîlnT awardnl as 
<11·t·oralio11s. Bnl as îl is l'h•ar în lhh ms!'. il wasn'I hul llw 
lissul' llial was 1•111hroith'Hd wilh silnr lhrl'~l!I; \\"!' lhus 
hrlicH· lhal for lhl' olhn dl'l'Oralîons as wl'll, lhl' i11dil'alion 
I hal lh<',\' \\"IT!' 111ad1· of gold or sih·i·r, simpl,Y rdrrs lo I hrir 
1·xt1·rîor appl'aranrl' and noi to lhr mall'rial llw~· w1T<' 11wdr 
of. To lh1· sa111!' 1·01H·lusion 11·ails lh1• flll'l lhal lhl' sin!(k srl 
of plw/rrat "'" Jrnow, LIH• onr Crom l.aurrsforl, is madr or 
Llronzl' pi1·rrs only plalrd wilh silHr. whîll' lhl' harkinf( 
plalrs of llw plwlcruc Crom :\l•wslcad. ll11· 0111.'· parls of lhe 
1ilw/crac lo hl' pn·srrY1°d, ar!' also mack of hro11z1·. Thrn, 
in lhl' lwo lish of soldil'l"s iudicaling Lhr dcrnral1·d ones, Lhl'ir 
Jllllllhl'l" \'UrÎl'S fl'Olll 7 lo 13''.~ from lhc Iola) l'fr1·1·(j\·e 
(pp. 1:16-l:fi). As il is hard, t'\"l'll impossihk, lo hl'lin 1· lhal lhc 
Homan empcrors l'ould award such a hig numllcr of d1·1·ora­
l ions macle of prccious ml'lals, wc con,i<h'r our h~·polhcsis 
is Iru<' nol only for llll' plwlcrnc, hul al kasl for lhl' lorq11c.• 
and lhe ormillar as wdl, llll' olhcr 1kcoralions awarikd lo 
llll'll of l he rank and lu 11011co111111issioncd orfir1·rs. :\s a 1·011-
d11sion, we comidl'r lhal for th1• prriod of lhl' l'rineipale, at 
!cast parl of lhc dccoralions, among which al any ralc lhe 
inferior onrs, had j usl a lokcn \'aluc, a faci lhal l'l'rlainly 
has highly imporlanl implîcalions on lhl'ir 'ignificancl'. 

Though lhe rnmplcx problem of lhl' lriu111phs is oulsidc 
lhc scopr of lhc huuk, as Llw aulhor 11111l<·rli1H·s lll'rself, lhdr 
nmdsc s11n·1·y couldn'L miss rrom a work 011 l\0111a11 mililary 
ckrnralions. l>dined as "lhe 111ea11s of rnrnnli11g llll' highcst 
mililary 1·0111111ai1C)l'rs, LIH• 1-(l'll!'ntls who \\l'l"l' lhr111s<'h·1·s 
n·spo11sihlc for awarcli11g c/o11u mi/itariu lo I hdr s11hordinat1• 
offi1·1·rs and 1rn·n"". LIH· lri11111phs w1·n· lhus lhc highl'sl mili­
tar~· honours. 1>11ri11g llll' l'rinl'ipall' lh1· righl Io nkhralc 
lri111i1phs was allowcd 011ly Io lhc Empl'ror :nlll Io lh1· 111<·111-
hrrs or his fa1nily, lhc only Olll'S who \\1·n· ll'adinl-! lhe armics 
a11spiciis ~uis, whik lhc ho11011rs n·1·,·h·1·d h\' I he i.{l'lll'nlls 
who led Humc·s armi1·s woulcl diminish 1p1î1·ld~- rrom lri11mph 
lo lhc l'X[ernal lrappings or lhis, Of/111/llf/llU lrill111/JfW/ia, 
and slarling with llw 111idclll' of lh1• sernnd rrnl11ry \'\'l'll lhcse 
\\Ould l'Olllpkldy clisappl'ar. 

Furlher lhe aulhor l'larifi<'s lhe principal aspeds of awarcl­
ing dccoralions. Thus, îl is shown llial in opposilion with 
lriumphs, dona militaria could he oblaincd anywhrrc lhe 
Homan armit·s \Hre rngagccl in hatlk, 1·,·r11 in ci\'il or scr­
,·ile wars. l "nlikc n·ockrn mcclals, tbr drcoralions w<·rc nc,·cr 
awarded poslhunwusly, nor wc re lhcy gra11l ccl in orikr lo 
mark. the mere parlicipaliou in a carnpaign, hui only for 
thc cjc~rls of ,:aluur prrformed during · Lhr rxpcdilion. 

Thcn lh1• author dcals ,\-ilh lhc prohkm or \he aulhori­
lics who awarde1J dccoralions and "'ilh lhl' n1•n•ssury slalus 
to set thcm. To lhr first point ll1l' answer is sîrnpk : it was 
thc Yiclorious general commanding lhc armies and who hcld 
imperium, thal pn•st•nlcd mililary decoralions to lhc lroops; 
during lhc Principale, il was lhc Emperor himsdl or a mcm­
brr of his family. 

The answcr lo lhr srcond queslion is more complicalerl. 
][ it has l1re11 proHd llial scnalors, cquc~lrians and simple 
Homan cilizcns ser\'ing in kgions, lhl' pradorian guard and 
urban cohorls. wcrc rligibk lo recci\'c dccoralions, therc is 
slill liltlc lighl slwd un the silualion of lhl' auxiliaries. As 
Lhcrc arc jusl four l'Xampks, _quill• sun', of soldicrs rrom 
the auxiliary unils who rec„iYcd c/01111 mi/itari11, aud among 
them only unc is for crrlain paegri11us. w1· can draw lhl' 
conclusion that 11011-cîtizl'lls wcrcn'l considercd rligibl~ for 
military dccorations. Then, as among lhc thrce other owncrs 
of decorations, lwo werc decurions and the lhird one, Tibe-

• Polybius, \"1 1 3!1. 

ri11s Claudius '.\laximus, had hrrn lransfrrn·d rrom a legion 
to an ala as clup/icnrius, wr consider crcdihk thl' author's 
hypothesis llrnl junior offil"l'rs rrom tlw auxiliary unils co\rhl 
ht• l'ligihll' rillwr hcl·a11Sl' llwy \\'l'fl' 1\01111111 rilizrns or ciur 
lo lht• rank Lhn had. 

llmHn•r, as· Y.A.\I. l'<'marks, tlw cxplanalion hasl'cl 011 
lhe incli!libilily or auxiliary-men ln·t·ausc of lhrir pl'ri·grinc 
slalus ka\'!'s om· 11111·xplainrd hlank. lt rrfl•rs lo lht• ral'l !hat 
although lhc sons of army 11rlrrani ha,·inµ rcl'l'iVl'd lh1• Homan 
l'ilizrnship, more and mon· numrrous in tlw sct·ond centurv 
and proYiding, in llu· 1'01Hlilio11s or lhe localizecl rrrruitmenÎ, 
a high pi·n·cntagr of the effl'clivc of auxiliary units, yl'l 110111• 
nf tlwm is nwnlionrd among lhl' ow111·rs or <ionu mi/i/aria. 
So, slarling rrom thr daling or llll' insniplions of ckl'oralrd 
auxiliaries, san• for lhe insniplion of Tihl'ri11s Cl:111di11s '.\laxi-
111us, 11p lo and inl'luding Lhc Flavian period, lhe a11Lhor 
suggl·sts_ lhat lhe rurlher l'Xclusion of auxilwrics rrom lhe 
dona militaria is probably du1· Io lhe sl·lling 11p of LIH' pr::rr-' 
lil'l' or awardin!l Homan eilizrnship ci"ium Roma11oru111 
l'll blol', Io l'lllire auxiliar~· 11nils. Taking inlo al'count all 
lhal was shown abo\'l', we ralh1·r hl·licve lhal lhe conclusion 
to he impost•d is Lhal whdhcr al lhe brginning of lhc Princi­
palt· the lack or cilizr11ship could bri11g alJOul lhe ineligibility, 
gradually, irrespecli\'c of lheir juridic perso11al status, Lhe 
nry hl'lonl(ing lo an auxiliary unit, consislini;< thcorclically of 
peregrini, dcll'rmin"d thc exclusion Crom Lhe awarding ol 
clonu milituriu. 

Thc part d1·dicall'!l lo Lhc analysis of lhc împuiai scalcs 
or award is di vid cd inlo four chaplers, cach of lhcm accounl­
ing for onc carerr : scnalors: rqucstrians; ccnlurions a.nd 
primipilares; soldicrs, evocati includcd. ln this cxtremcly 
dense scqul'ncc of thl' book, thc author's conlributions arc 
lhe mosl numcrous. Slarling from lhe analysis or all lhc )n­
scriplions wherc dccoralions arc record cd, \'.A. :\I. 11cts, by 
lhe inncr criticism of tlu·sc inscriplions and byi .comparing 
lhl'm lo lhe rest or thc cvidence, lo rl'jccl bolh somc io.cor­
l'l'<'l rcadings and .sonu· so-callrd /apicidu.s miştakes as wcll, 
Thus, arter ckaring 11p somc apparcnl anomali1•s and pro­
posing ll<'W fillings in, lhe anlhor succccds in o!Jlaining an 
incn·ascd coh1·n·ncc or lhc _epigraphic material which allows 
h!'I" in so1111· l'asrs to unbind lire total awarding or dl·coralions 
inlo sucl'essive grants and. cn·n Lo assign thcm to cerlain 
si:alrs or till' caf\'('f. 

. As tlll' space do1·s nol permil us lo h1sist 011 ca1·h can•rr 
sl'paralcly, nor lo dwl'll un tlH· main conclusions,, which, as 
a mallrr of faci, an· summarizcd 111 cxlrcmcJy usl'l"ul lablcs, 
wc shall limit onrsl'lves just to mcnlion somc ol lhc gene­
ral landmarks or thc imperial system or awanling decora­
lions, as it rcsnlts !rom thc aulhor's analysis. Firsl of all, wc 
must point ciut thr fact.lhat lhe schemes of awarding decora­
lions for senators, equrstrians as wcll as for ccnlurions, reaeh 
a definite shape in thc middlc of thc Fla,·ian period, and 
lhis en;iphasizcs oncc agai11 thc imporlancc of this dynasty 
lo ll)c achicvement of the complex mililary organization 
of lhc .Homan Emplre. Then lile aulhor manages to. prove 
that lhe importancc of lhe decoration wa.s ijnkcd to ~he 
rank or lhe recipient al thc moment he \vas awarded il, and 
m;1t to t:tie rank he hl'ld whcn he h_ad performed lhc dQcd 
ror which he was rewarded ; thus thc decoralion could 
bc more important than it would scem possiblc al first vicw. 
By rstablishing a strict chrouology of thc dl'corations award­
l'd by each emperor, the author nolices somc of their pecu­
liar. fralur_rs, sucit as thc parsimony or awardit\g dccorations. 
lo srnalors and equestrians during lhl'_ reign of .IJadria.n., 
All lhcsc rrsulls .ena!Jlc thc author to rcach more shadc«;l 
conclusions and not to accept, cn bloc, thc prcviouş sc_hcme.s · 
for awarding decorations to cquestrians, too rigid and lhus 
loo simplirying pul forlh hy Steinl'r, Domaszewski or 
T. Nagy 6 • 

l'assil1,g 01\ lo lhe prcsrnlalion or hallle honours, \'.A.M'. , 
underlincs that, unli·kc mllitary dccoralions, thesc oncs could 
br won by auxlliary !-lllils, too. One category conslsts. of th,~· 

5 Acta Academiac Scicnt\arµm Hunsarioae, 16 (l96S), 
pp. 280 - 29Ş, 
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imperial and descriptive titles such as pia fide/is or vie/rix, 
commo11 to both Iegions and auxiliary unils, and which do 
not give birlh to any speciei problcms. 

l\lorc important arc thc batlle ho11ours ow11rdl·d to auxi­
liary unlts soll·ly and which wt•rc i11 fal'l Lhc only form or 
rcwarding lhl· acls or hravery of 11011-Homan cilizens. Amo11g 
lhr111, tlu• honorary litlcs of /orq1111/11 1111cl urmi/lu/a wPrc pro­
hehly malt•rielly markl-d 011 lhe mililary slonclards of lht• 
unit. As many figurative n·pr1•sl·11lalio11s show various lypes 
or l'row11 and of p/111/rrnc 011 mililary slandards, l111· aulhor, 
sugg1•sls lhat t·v1•n if wc don'l poss1•ss a11y epigrnphic prour, 
sume unils l"Ot1ld havc borne lh1• lilk or coronalu el plw/t"­
rn/11. Th1•11, hy nnalyzing ral'11 o[ lhc 11 unils hearing llll' 
lillt• of /orquu/11 and 0111· of lorq1111/11 el armi//crlcr, \'.A.\I. 
1·slahlishes lhel lht•s1• litlcs ha\'C hl'rn nrquirl'd slarling wil h 
lhP Flnvia11 pl'fiod, and wt•n• onl or 1·0111111011 usl' i11 lht· mid­
s1·1·011d n·nlnry. 

Tht• I ilk of ri11ium Rom1111orum 11ronll'd Io whok unils 
11ir/11/i., c1111s11, wns l'\"l'll mori· important ns il had noi jusl 
a symbolic vahu'. This litii· involnd thc grnnl of noma11 C'ill­
zenship to lhl' pt·r1•gri11i soldil'rs Crom 11/ae, coliorles, m1111rri, 
stlll during lh1•ir mililary service. Thc anlhor's sl11tislics 
show thal 15% from lhc rnlirc nnmbcr of ouxlliery unils 
hore lhis lillc. lf lhis honorary till<' is elso consldcrcd to 
havc eppcercd during thc Flavian period, the dete of its 
disappcerancc is nol d1·batcd upon nny more. Sure cnough, 
os \'.A.M. likely rnnsid1•rs h1·rsclr, aflcr A.I>. 212 whcn mosl 
of lhc Empin's inhabitants \\"l'rc granled Homnn citizPn­
ship hy <:ons/i/11/io Anloniniuna, lhc honorory tillc of ri11ium 
Ronwnoruni' loscs ils actual significanrc. I lowcvcr, w1· should 
rrmind ll111l llw insniplions laid hy auxiliery unils conli11111• 
to mrnlion this tille, lhus slill rnnsidPrcd imprrssin', at 
il'nsl till thc mid-third 1·1·nlury• . 

Tl11• final s1·q111·nr1• of thc lrnok 1it'als wilh lhc significaneP 
Of thc dt'l'Oflllions llllcl lhrir l'lld. 

Thc 1·haptn programmalicolly 1•nlillcd "Dreoralion, 
promolion and prestigc", bns1·d on a thorough slalistic onuly­
sls, rc11chrs tlw conclusion lhal lhl' mllilary decoralions 
rt•prl'scnlcd nol only an 1·lt·ml'11l of prl'sligc bui, espl'ciully 
for thr cqucstriens and lh1• mrn in lht" r:mks, o rrro1111111·11-
dalion for an rnhanl'cd status. 

As lhc l11st awardings or dcl'oralions in t he imperial t r::i­
dllion dai c bark rrom thr rrign of Scplimus Sc\'l'rus and as 

5 Among thc unils Crom Dacia dcsignatcd in insniptions 
wlth thc litic civium Jlomanorum afll'r 212, wc ml'nlion flrsl 
of all 1111mer11s Palmyrenorum J>oro/isse11sium, whosc first 
and nniquc allcstalion wilh this honorary llllr dalrs rrom 
250 (AE, 19·11, 56). 

wc ha\l' got rewrds or Caracalla rcwarding soldiers by mo­
nry pay1111·11t a nd by promotion, thc system of awarding dona 
mi/i/aria came lo an rnd during thc reign of the lattcr. I.css 
eh-ar i' ll1t· rcason of lhis fad, csp1•cially ir we lhink that 
Cnruc:1lla, \\ho !Jy his Conslilulio .\n/011i11iana had granled 
1111· t\0111:111 eilizenship lo almosl 1111 thc rrPc-born inhahi­
ta11ls of lh1· l·:mpirr, should han', llH'ol"dit'ally, cxtendcd lhe 
grant or d1·rnralio11s lo lhe auxiliary 1111ils as well. Thus lh1· 
aulhol" :111\a111·1·s lh1· hypolhesis lhal lh<' :.iharnion of tkco­
rnlions a11d lht"ir rt•plac1•nw11t hy praclkal n·words would 
IH' !1111· lo lh1• impossihiiily, in tht• 1•1·onomic condilions o[ lht• 
lhird t"l"11l11r~", of douhling lhe numlH·r o[ lhosl' l'ligihlc to 
dt•1·oralio11s madt• [rom pn·cious mclals. lt s1·t·111s 1111salis­
fadory lo "'!he cxpi:.inalion thrnugh purdy 1•eo11omic canscs 
of lh<' disapprnrancc or a lraclilionul inslilulion, sueh as lhP 
uo1111 was. 1·s1a·dally as in llw samc IH'riorl olhrr fl•\·oiulio­
nar.\· changes had takrn plu1·1· in llH• iloman SOl'il'ly. 

\lon•o\ 1·r, as il hud h1•1•11 shown a hon', l lu• n•ry rad llrnl 
lht> tkrnral i1111s, al kasl lhr in[l'rior ones, must ha\'l' ht'l'll 
madl' rro111 rnmmon ml'lals, 11111kt's us hl'li1·v1• thiil thl' reni 
1·a11s1•s shouid he lookl'd for in thc t'\"olution or poiili<"al 
idt·oiogy, i11 lhe scnsc uf llomnsz1·wski's remarks 7 • So, Wt' 
consider liwt :11<' snlulion lo this prohil'm 111-s in lhl' fact thal 
tiw gt•neralizal ion of Hom:.in citizrnship hy Caracalla, did 
not kaci lo lhe risc of thc anxilinry unils to thc levei or 
kgions, hui 011 lhc conlrory, it drprived lhc lallcr oncs 
of lht·ir swl"ial slolus. Thus, 1·H11 lhl' giving np of symbo­
lic d1·t·oraliuns, ii11k1•d to lht• Homan 1·i\ic lrudilions and 
th1·ir n·plac„menl hy mnlcriol n·wordings, r1·prl'st'11t a nor­
mal 1·\·oi11l ion in an 1•ver 11111r1• autocrat ic 1•111pirt'. 

ln lh1· I inal part or lhis oulslanciing hook, a scrics of 
nppt·1ulie1·s arl' groupt•d logl'lhrr, among whieh we should 
nmnrk, for ils t·xlrPmc usrfulnrss, lhr !ist or ali tlw rrl'i­
pienls of miiilary dl'coralions wilh lht' n•s11t·1·Liv1• hibiio­
graphy. 

\\"1· cn1111ol hring our shorl pr1·s1•11lalion to an cnd wilhoul 
t·mphasizinl( onl"c more that w1• arc surr llrnl duc to lht· 
rcmnrkahle 1·0111pl'lc111·l· or thc aulhor and to thP complt·x 
dr11iing \\ilh aii thc hcnrings o[ thc suhjrl'l, lhe first hook 
1111 JIOIJHlll lllilit ary dt•C'Orlll ions Will ft'prcsrnl for 11 long 
thrn· rrom no\\' on •I sla11dnrd work. 

U1>i11 l'l'/c11/e.~c11 

7 n;,. J/rliyiun dr.~ riimisrhen lleern, in Wt•std. Zcitschr. 
XI\', 1119r1, 1:1 r. 
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