
VEXILLA TION IN NORTHERN DOBRUD JA 

MIH AIL ZAH ARIADE 

The archaeological c·ampaig·n ol' HJ8;i i n  t he Roman arnl Rornan - Hyzant i m• fortress near 
l IH· T n (l e pt>ndenţa c·ommmw ( TukPa County )  brought to ligh t ,  among tlw great numher of votive 
a rn l  1 nnerar.'· in:wript ions , a n  <>pii.rra p h  ( Pig. l) wh ieh st ands out through i ts contents and form in 
a snit>s of Pight pi eees ( alt ars, \ olive plaqnes) l'Pft-rri ng t o  t he new "'·illage" in nortlwrn Dobrudja, 
rie1 18 clr·. �s fro1· 11 111 1 .  Tlw t>pigrnph i s  wri t t l·n on a limestorw altar of a �-ellowish eolour, \Yith a pecles
t a l on r i w  u p1wr si cle , n wa n t  to sust ai n :1 st atue. On t h e  right side tlwrn h; a tambour, divided 
h �- n 1'.oulih• lwl t ; t lw d i 1 11<'1 1 sions of t lw alt ar an• : 0. 96 x 0. 4 !l  x o. :�;;  m, t lw lett ers being 6. ;i cm 
l iigh . 

'l' l lt> 1 Px l  is t lw folkw h i g : T I E H CULI 
YEXl L LA'rTO 
LE G I IT.ALT 
E'l' LEG XI CPI�' 

n n cl i t  sh onl cl lw re:ul : Ilrrculi 
re .rill ati o 
lrg(inni8 ) I ltali (ca.f ) 
d lrg (ioni8 )  XI C(Ta11diaP ) P (iaP ) F (ideli8 ) 

I .  2 :  T -1- I iH l i ga t n n• . 
To I Ic·n·nlPs. Thc· d<'1 nd11 1 :<'l l t  ( rnn clP np of rnhu nits ) of t hC' lC'gionR I Jtali C'a antl XI Cln,uclia 

Pia F i deli ,; .  
The alt ar al,;o setT Ptl a -;  huild i ng rnat Prial for t h e  int e,rnal side o f  t he nortlwrn gate (as 

provP<l hy i l s  posi t ion - fac·p do wnwa rd s - at tlw moment of diseovery) antl i t  \Vil,; fountl, to
g<'I lwr wi t h t lH' ot hPr vofr;p i rniC'ript io n,; , i n t h P  arpa of the inn<'r ga t e of t he stro ngholtl 2 

?\l<'n t ion shoulcl lw macl(• of tlw fact t hat llerc 11TN1, t lw wPll-known Greck-Homan ch•it y\ 
is ft'<'qn Pnt l�· a t ksk1l t o  i n  l lw Balkan provi nees � . In nort h -C'askm 1\fopsia Inforior , on tlw t erri
t ory of t lw prespnt -cla�' l lohru dj a ,  t lw namc of llercules appears in i nseript ions 5 accompanit>d 
h,\' >ilH'h Ppi t h t>t s ai\ l "idor 6, l n1;ict 118 7, Om (nipntent8 ) 8 antl in association with thc supreme 
Homan clPit ,,., Jupit<•r Optimu:'\ 1\faximus 9, or alongRidc 10.Jf, Cere8 and Liba Pater 10• The cult of 
lfrrrnlfs W•l" usually linked t o the lif<' of the mili tary units, of the soldiers ( eitlwr i n  service or 
v etPra,n,.;) arnl i t s  dosp association in t h e  prescnt. instanC'c wit h a wxillntio - a unique caRe in 
Dobmdj a until now - empha ,;izps h i s  a t trihu te8 as a, milit a.r�· dPity aml suggests his symbolie 
pa rt ieipa t ion in t lw aet h·ities of OH• respee t h·e u n i t .  

Anotlwr iweul iari t ,\· wh ieh W<' shoulcl mon� extt•nsivcly dC'al w i th is  tlrn union in a single 
vexillat ion of snhuni t s lwlongi ng t o tlw two legions in M<wsia I nferior, t h e  1 Italfr<t, s tationetl 
at. Nm·ap, and t h P XI Clautlia, wi t h  i t s  seat a t  Du rostor u m .  

1 I n  t h is numhcr sec nlso p .  1 09 - 1 20 .  

� "'c shoulcl remnrk tlrn t lhc v o t ive i n scripl ions wcrc 
fot! n d  on thc i n u e r  sicle of lhc gn l c ,  whilc lhe funcrary pln
ques on t he c u i e r  one. 

3 I lnug,  in H E ,  XV, 1 0 1 2 ,  col - 550- 612 s. v. Ile/'(·11 /es 
especiall�· col. 582-- fi86, 589- 590 : K. L n t t c ,  U iim isc/le 
Jlcliyion sycsc/i ichtc, 1\ l ii n chen , l !JGO , p .  2 1 :! - 22 1 .  

4 T .  Sarnfov, i n  A c l n  Anliqun Philippopolilmw. S t udia 
A rrlrnenlcgicn , Sofi a ,  1 !16:l, p. t i l - 1 80 nnd his sign i ficnn t 
� ! n t cmcn t l h n l : " e n  :I I {•sie �.es aclcp l es son l n\·nn t loul Ies 
li gicnn aircs rc nrn i n s " .  

° For \he cult  of J lcrculcs i n I >ohrudjn sec; 1\1. l\!untcn n u ,  

Pon l icn,  6 ,  1 97:1, p. 73- 86 ; Z. Covnccf, Ponticn 8 ,  1 975 , 
p. 399- 428. 

6 Em. Doru pu-Boilă, Inscripţiile din Sl11ll1ia Minor, 
\'ol. V. (furthcr quoted as I S :\ f ,  V) , Bucureş t i ,  1 980, no. 
296 ( narboşi) 

7 I S M ,  I, no. :-124 ; cf. C I L ,  I l f , 1 4  2 1 41 ; l\f. Mun tean u ,  
op. cil . ,  p .  8:l ; Z .  Co\'accf, op. cil . ,  p .  -t24. . 

8 D. Tudor, .Uateriale, 1 9fi6, p .  605, no. 1 0 0  fig. 25 ( Xo1Jio
dunu111 ) ; Z. Covnccf, /. c. 

9 I S :'I ! ,  V, no. 70 ( l:/111e/111n ) ;  :\!. :\!un tcnnu, op. cil„ 
p. 75, 83 ; Z. Covacef, 1. c. 

1° C I L ,  I I I ,  14 2 1 '11 ( Tropaeum Traian i ) ; 1\1. Mun tenn u ,  
op. cil. , p .  7.'i ; z .  Conccf, / .  c .  
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There are two instances in l\foesia Infrrior when detachments from the units in the pro
vince were united, both in Tropaeum Traiani . Specificall�', there are t h e  VP:cil (fotio ) lPg(imiis ) I 
ltal (icae ) "lf (oesicae ) pt Y Jfo (ceclonicae ) D ( aciaP ) 1'rop n [r-Ji (<tgen8 ) 11 anu a [ 11e.cil (lnfio ) ]  
lPg (ionis ) V 1lfac ( eaoniae ) [et ] leg (ionis ) I Ital (ic<ie ) 1 2  T n  both C'ases, w e  should note that 
t he legio XI Claudia whiC'h eontroll l'cl an an•a i neluding TropaPn m 'l'raiani 1 3  wai'i (·omrnit Pll in 
sout.Jwrn Uohrudja.  

On the northern and north-western eoasts of t he Bla<'k Sea, an an•a c·onjointl ,\· c·on1.rolled 
h y  the three legiomi of Lowcr Mocsia, wit h i t s  nmi n ecnters at 'f�Tas, Olhia , ( 'hersonesns Taurh·a 
:t1Hl Chan1x, the union of legionary deta(·hnwnts i n  w.l'illlntionP8 was c·ommon lH'H(' 1 Î('P :rnu tlw 
Pxamplcs are too numerous and well-k nown t o  review thPm Jwn• 11. Tlw nor1 h- Po111i<' n·x i llations 
inelu des eit her subunits of t lw thrce legi on8 , and in 1 hat (·a�P t h l• snhu ni t  s "\VPl'l' < l l•signa l Pd speeifi 
<·ally 15,  or tlw�· eonsist ed of <let aC'hments lwlonging t o  om• :·dng·)p }pgi o11 rn, or t lH•y wPn' dP:·dgnateu 
with the general term of iw.cillatio JfopsiaP Inf Prioris 1 7 ,  01· l'P.rW11.fio11 e8 l'm1 !fri 1ip 11tl 8(1/tliimn 
et T1wri<'am 18• J-IowevPr, t lwrP ii'\ no instam·P, known in � l oPxia l nfPrior , wlwn su lnrnits  of t hP t wo 
:Moesia,n legions, the I Italica and XT Claudia, wcre axxof'ia t ed in a t'e.rillatio. 

A s  for the 1 wo Pxamph•s from Tropaeum Traian i  - taking: i n 1 o nc·(·o11 11 l l i ! <' f; 1 <· t  t ha1 the 
\pgion of  Durostorum was i l l('huled in  neit lwr of t h e  Yexilla t i o 1 • s  t lw n nion of dP l  admw111 8 of 
t h c lcgions J It alica and XI Clau<lia wit hout the det<H· l l 1 1 1 1· 1 1 l of t l !"  \' t h  )l<H·(•1lo1 1 i ('a, i;; 
not xurprising. A;; t lw very h•ttcri'\ indicall', the alt ar from Ind1'(H'IHl<'1 1 �a  ('ou ld  l H' ,  at ri l'.� 1 xight, 
lla 1 Pd bac·k to roughly t lw 211 cl -3rd c·e11t uries A .  D. 

Howevcr, therc are t wo lletails whieh deserve parti < · i t lar  <t l t , · ; J [ i o n ,  1 1aml·l .v t h c  fad t hat 
t lw patronymie of the XI Claudht b xhorknc<l t o (' =  <J ( ln '{([ fo. J  and t ht· l Pg-ion is ( •h: tra.ekr
ize<l by the epithets p (ia ) f(i<lelis ) . The insight into tlw PpigT<lph;; or 1 lw kg;i o XI ( 'laudia 
proYcs whn t  E. R itterling I9 had suggei'\t cd as earl�· as 192:1 ,  1 1aawl�· 1 ha1 0 1· l'l' t lw Pnt i n• perio<l 
of i t x  stat ion in Dalmatia,  at Hurnum ( 42 - 71 ) , t lwn in G errna nia 81qwrior, a t \' i ru1011 is�a ( 71 -
1 0 1  ) , t hc patronymir of tlw lpgion , :tlw.t�·;; al•(·ompanit>d hy 1 hP P pi1 lwt s J1 i 1 �  fitll'l is , w.ls ahhre
Yiat <>1l 1 o  ( ' PF 20 . 'l'lw ahbn•yia,t ion was also uxecl <luri 11g t l ll' lt>gio1 1 ' s  I P111po1·nr�· an<l prohahl�' 

11 C i l . , I I I , 1 4 433.  Thc command (sub ru ram ) of lhc 
vcxillalion was i n  tbis cose exertcd IJ�· l wo lcgionary ccn lu
rions, Ept idius '\lodcslus, from thc \' '\laccdon ica , and \'alc
rius Clcmcn s ,  from thc I l lalica ,  which actually mcans tha l 
cach ccn lurion \\·as în command of h i s  own u n i t .  The i n ler
prclation giH'n Io lcltcr " ) ) " a s  coming rrom JJ (arica ) ,  as 
it is currcntly considcrcd i n  thc rcfercncc ma teria l ,  ind icati\'e 
of Lhc fac t lli a l  thc dctachmen t of thc lcgion was shif lcd rrom 
Dacia to Moesia Inferior, rcquircs furthcr substan t i a l ion . 

1� C IL ,  I I I ,  1 4  2 1 4  3. C n l i kc lhc abovc-rncn l ioned on c ,  
this \'cx illa tion hac! onc commandcr onl�" a n  e1Joca/11s from 
Lhe V l\Iaccdon ica. A. Aricescu, Arma/a in nobrogea romană ,  
(furlhcr quotcd as A rma/a ) ,  nucurcş l i ,  1 977, p. 4 6 ,  idcnlifics 
this Ycxillation w i l h  lhc prcccd ing on c ,  which srcms to mc 
highly irnprobablc. 

13 A. Ariccscu , .1rmala, p .  38-- :l!J ; idem , l'on licn , 1 0 , 
1 1n1, p. 1 8:1. 

14 For l hc lerm 1Je.1·il/alio sec A. Ncumann , i n  RE, X\"�, 
1 958, col . 2442 - 2446. From lhc rirh h i h l iography rcferring 
Io Lhc H oman lroops on thc Black Scn coa s l .  wc sclecl : 

'\!. Hos lovzcrr, in J '\ I P N ,  :128, l\larch , 1 900, p. 1 40 - 1 :'>8 ; 
i dem, în " Klio", 2 ,  1 902 , 1 ,  p. 80 - 95 ; \ ' .  N. D iaco\', i n  
i ·<·cnyc moskovskogo gosudarsl,·cnnogo pcdagogil'cski i n s l i 
t u l ,  Z u rn a l  m inislcrslva , 28, 1 942, 1 ,  p. 48 --- 56 ; S . A . Helia c\" 
\' ) ) I ,  1 0 6 ,  1 968, 4 ,  p. 1 27 - 1 :17 ; cf. H .  Saxcr, U11 ler.m
t"/11111gen :11 de11 rexil/alione11 des R i;m ischt·n J\aiserhec/'I'.' /JOII 
.1 ugus/us bis D iok/clian (furlhcr q u o lcd as \'1•.ril/alio111•11 ) , 
Kiiln-Gra z ,  1 967, p. 9 0 - 9 2 .  

1 5  S u fficc î l  lo mcn lion l w o  lypical examplcs of lcgulary 
fragmcn ts w i l h  thc s l amps : /eg ( io )  1 ll (a/ic11 ) /eg ( i o )  r 
-1/ac (edon ica ) /cg ( io )  XJ C/ (a11dia ) ,  e tc . ( I ' .  :-.: icorcscu , i n  
A H l\lS I , s. I I I ,  t .  X I X ,  1 9:17, p .  2 1 8) ; 1Jrxi/(111lio ) /eg ( io11-
n11m ) X I  (.'f (au<ii a e )  I ll ( a/icae ) ,  \' l\Iac (edo11 icw ) ,  e l e . 
( IO S P E ,  I, n o .  :!22) . 

1 6  I O S P E ,  I ,  no. 550 : v ( e ) :r ( il/11/io ) per qua [dr ( icnni11111 ) 
/eg(ionis ) )  X I  (.'f(audiae ) ; P. !\'icorcscu , :\ IO I S I ,  s. I I I ,  l .  
X X \' ,  1 94:l - 1 94 4 ,  p .  503, fig. :1 ; 1Je.ril (/alio ) / e [g ( ion is ) 
V .Uac (edonicac ) )  el au:ri/iis eius ; cr. idem , în A H \I S I ,  
s .  1 1 1 ,  6 .  X I X ,  p .  2 1 8. 

17 I'. Nicorcsc u ,  in A H l\l S I ,  s. I l l ,  t. X I X ,  1 9:!7, p .  
2 1 8 ,  f i g .  2 - 4  = E D H ,  2 ,  1 924 , p . 4 1 :1 ,  no. 68 = AE, 1 925, 

78 : [ / ] 1·y (io ) I / / (o/i('(I ) /ey ( io )  [ \' I  .\ lac (1·<inn il'll ) ,  /eg
( io )  X I  C/ (1111<iia ) [11c J x ( i//alio ) [ J loes ( iac ) l n {'(l'l'inris ) ] .  

1 8  C I L , \' I I I , 6 1 9 ; S . A .  llcliacv, în \' D l ,  l l lll, 1 96 8 ,  4 ,  
p .  1 27 - 1 :17 : praeposi/11s 11exil/alion ib11s J>onlicis 11p11l Sc{l
lhia (m )  ci Taurica111 : ( :\ I . Hoslo\' l zcrr,  in " K l io", 2, l \)02 , 
1 ,  p. 93) ; I i kewisc, accou n l  shou ld he lakcn of thc ve:ri//11-
lio <:herso11 esilu11 a ,  i n elud i n g  a l l  lroops in lhc garrison a l  
Chcrsoncsus ( IOSPE, I \" ,  n o .  8 1 ) ; cf. IOS l'E, I ,  n o .  5!i 1 . 

19 E. H i l tcrling. in H E ,  X I I , 1 925, col. 1 6fl 1 ,  1 69 4 ,  1 696-
1 697, 1 705 ; Thc s::unc abhrc\' i a l ions and chronology arc 
also truc for lhc \' I I  Claudia , t h c rcforc sec ibidem, col. 1022 , 
1 628 ; sec also C. :\luşc\can u ,  '.\ I .  Zahariadc, I >. Elcf t l·rcscu, 
î n  Sl\Il\l l '.\ I ,  1 2 ,  1 97fl ,  p .  1 64 - 1 75 .  

:!O Therc a r c  l o o  mnny cxampll'S lo pc r m i l  a l horough 
prcscn lation hcrc. G i \·cn lhc kss j u s l ificd dou h l s  s l il l  cx isl 
ing as rcgnrds \ he ahbrc\· i a l ion ol' litlcs ( lhc patronymic and 
thc epithcts), wc should m c n l ion , for lhc period of sla l ion 
în Dalmati a ,  .I . . J .  Wilkcs, /Ju/11111/i<t, l \ outlcclgc & Kcagan 
Pnul, London, p. !J\J ; :\ppcn d i x ,  I I I ,  p .  45 1 ,  whcrc , lhe a u l h 
or's sta temen t ,  nam cl�· lha t "a f l e r  lcgio X I k f l  l lalnr n l ia 
i n  69, lhc form C I  hccamc a general rulc" appenrs at lcas l 
slr:mgc i n  thc l i g h t  of thc cpigraph,\· of thc u n i l  rrom \'indo
n i ssa ; sec also, C I L ,  I I I ,  28:1:! , 28:1 4 ,  28:1!J , 6 4 1 7 ,  \l\lo:l ,  9904 , 
9908 , 1 4  999 : Af� .  1 0 0: 1 ,  :w:1, :17ti ; S u i e ,  ln srriplio111·s, n o .  
8:15, 8:l6, 8:18,  8:l!l, 8 · 1 ' 1  ( l/umum ) ; C I L ,  I I I , 9!l7:1, \J!l74 
(l:orin ium ) ;  C i i „  I I I  20 1 :1 . 20:1:;, 2054 , 20fi2 , 8740 (S11/o
n11c ) : C I L ,  1 1 1 , !l70!J, lHJ70 ( Tmy11ri11111 ) . \Ve a l so rcmnrk 
lhe fact lha l lhe ahbrc,· ial ion Cl'F 011 lhc tcgular�· rn a lcrial 
i n  Dalrna l ia was i n variahlc, an official incl icnlor n o i  subjecl 
lo irrcgulnri lics as i n  privale i n scription s ,  l i k l· i n  A I� .  1 925, 
1 :1 1 ,  1 :1:1 .  In Germania Superior, inscrip tions con l i1111e to 
i n v:uiabl�· shorlcn Cl'F : C I L ,  X I I I , 2, 5:!07, !i209, !'>2 1 0 ,  
521 1 ,  :12 1 :1 - 52 1 7 , 5240, fl24 1 , :> l fJ7 ; ,\ J:: ,  l !JOO. 1 1 :> ;  l fJO l ,  
99 ; 1 9 1 1 ,  1 1 1 ; l !l 1 4 ,  97 ; t ! l2li, tl!J ; sec also, .\ . :'llcycr, i n  
:\ l i l lcilungcn cler A n l i q uarischcn ( ;e-;cllschaft i n  Ziirich , 
1 8fl:I,  p. 1 25 - 1 50 ; thc slampcd tcgulary ma lcrial officially 
issuccl con tains,  i n  German ia Superior as \\·ci l ,  thc Cl'F ah
brc\· in lion of ti l lcs,  i n  sc\'rral varian ls,  w;t11 n o  change. A s  
for \' indon issa , sec C. Znngemcistcr, C i i . ,  X I I I , 2 ,  1 ( 1 90:i) 
p. 37 ; H. Lau r-Bcln r l ,  Vindon issa /,ager w1d Vit11s, Berl i n ,  
Leipzig, 1 953. 
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partial :-;ta,v i n  Pannonia Infrrior, at Brigetio ( 101 - 1 06) .  In l\Ioesia Inferior the abhrev ia tion wa.s 
:-;t.ill i n  ui<e tluring 106 - c· .  ll 7 / 11 821 ,  hut :-;t art ing t lw rPig11 of Ifadrian 1 lw patron�·mi < · was changc<l 
t o  C L  22, wh ile the epi thPt es werc pr<'H'rved ; la t er 011 ,  t h e  Ppi t het s pia fidelis WPl'e to <·ompletdy 
<lii'appear frorn t lw epigraph�- of t he legion 23 ,  h eing u:-;pd i n  except iollal casc:-; onl y, for i nstance 
on Gallienus '  ('oins 24• The:;;c rules seem t o  Imn� bPen :-;t ri<'tly obsnv ed, a:-; tlw exktrnive stampcd 
1 eguh1l' rnatPrial i:-;sued h �- t he legion in the 2nd - :�rd centurie:-; t estifie:-; to. ( 'on s<'qu entl�- , t he 
rnen' faet t hat on this i nseription from l\Ioesia Inferior t he patronymic and tlw Ppithet are abln·e
viated to C PF i ndieates t hat t h l' altar lwlongs to unt il <'. 1 1 7/11�. Undouht edl�-, t lw alt �w eould 
al:-;o have b ecu dat ed to a lakr period, nanwl �- the se<·orul half of the 2nd ePntlu,,-, as on t h e  onc 
hand, t h e det aeh ment of the legio V l\faeedoniea i :-;  not mentioned, although it C'ould have nm<le 
t a1ulem with det aehmenU; of t h e  t wo otlwr h•gi ons or w i t h  deta chrnents of thc kgio XI Clawlia 
Pxrlusin'l�-, alld 011 t h e  other h a n d ,  on t lw men' grou nds of the exi:- t <·ure of a suhu ni t of thc Ist 
l taliea from Novae, i n  thc north-en81 ern pnrt of the provinc·t>. It was only after 167  /1H8 that thc 
great vexilla tion from t h c  Novae arNt - whieh had replaer<l t h c  Vt h l\Iaeedonka at  Troesmis - , 
ext endl'd i t s  eontrol over t he rnari t i nw na.nuhc �5• In su('h a. cai-<>, however, thc n1h• of ahhrevia
t ed pa t ronymic would h av P  in·oveu point lesf4, whieh is lrnnl to a ccept. l\IOIT<ff<'r, as we havc 
s<>en 26, in rnid 2rnl <·Pntury, in wu t hern ] )ohrudja, at. 'l'ropa<'nrn Traiani , t h a,t is in t he rniddle 
of tlw t Prri tor�' under the rnilit ary and a<lmi nistrat ivl' control of Ow Xl th Ch1u dia , Pxa(' 1 ly t his u nit 
mbse,.; from t h e  ('Ont ents of ve-..: ill a t ion whf r h  i�. not to b e  surp1faing i n  our casp, too. 

'l'h<' Polish archaeologist 1'. Sarnowski , rcexamining the t ex t  of Ptolt>rnaios' Ocogmp hia 
ref1·rri 1 1g t o  t lw lcgio I Italica � 7 ,  has re('ently hrought t o  t h e  fore thP qu eRt ion of 1 hP presprn·e of 
onc of it:-; grPat vexillat ions at Durostomrn prior to thc eorni ng of t he Xlt h Clau di:t 28• 

HowPvPr, a cooperat i on b ct ween subu nits  of t h e  t wo legfonR i n  t 11 is  <'af'c could only he con<·PivPd 
at Honw earlier 'stagp in the 2nd <·Pntur�'· \Vi t h o u t  entC'ring t h e  det ail :-; of �u eh a vast t ovie, whieh 
WI' inl Pnd to discus:-; in t h e  future, we should not P t hat the a8!'od ation of dPt aehment s  from t h e  
I st It al iea a nd t h e  Xlth ('}audia i s  i rulka tivP of t h e  fad t ha t  t h e  lat  t e r  ( or iiar t s  of i t  only) 
had ePrtai nh- <·om1• to Durostorum l wfon' the kgio V l\la('Pdoniea eanw to TroP8rnis. 

No l;pigraphic i rn-e:-; t i ga t ion in eitlwr l\l0Psh1 Inf<'rior or th<· other provim·<>H of t lw Empire 
revealt>d an assotiation of l1Pl'c11lrs to a re;rillatio. ('omcquPntly, t h e  union of suhu ni t s from tlw 
I Italiea mul t he XI ('}audia in northern ])ohmdja (·OJTobora t l'd wit h t h e  altar worshipping llfr
""les point to Home type of aetivity whieh was neit h er rout i ne , nor ('Ut;tomary piet�v, hut the rar
rying t hrough of an i mport ant mhi:,;ion whieh t h e  re.ril1aiio was as,:igned to,  h aving Jfrru11 1ts a:,; 
t h P  pat ron God, a s�vmbol of :-;t rength anu valiaH('l' in eombat , of gt'('at pl1y,.:ical vower. 

The kgions I Italiea a.ml XI Claudia wen' <·ommitted t o  a great extent in t h l' hat tl<'s 
ag:1i 11:-;t t lw Daeians. It is difficult to a� (' l'rt ain wh<'ther t he YPxilhtt ion had aheady lwt•n Pstabli:;;h
ed when i t  ('ame to northern Dobru dj a ,  or it was ,.:et up a<l Jwc. "'e on1y hypotlwt ieally a<h-anee 
t he pos:-;ibili t y  t hat tlw Yexillation took 1iart in t h e  hat tle of AdanH·li:-;i , i t ,.:  mi,.:sion in nortlwm 
Dohrrnlja lwing linked in thiH  ('Hsl' with t lw moppi ng up ol' t lw l l'tTit or�- of t h l' la,.;t l'l'lllIJant s of 

21 Thc i n scriplions which can bc da teci hack lo firsl l wo 
clccadcs of thc 2ncl ccntury arc thc rollowin g : I D H ,  1 1 1/2 , 
n o .  4:J7 (Snr111i:egrl 11sa ) : ,\ i sc, 2, 1 9:l:l- 1 935, p. 2 1 7 = A i

'
, ,  

1 9 :i6, 1 4  (/)11 roslor11111 ) ;  Izvcs liia , 8 ,  1 934,  p .  4 5 1  (Ol'srus ) :  
cf. A I� , 1 980, :i57 în late l s l  ccn lury. Somc othcr inscrip lions : 
C I L ,  \' I ,  :12 93:1 ( Roma ) ; C I L ,  I X ,  1 1 23 = 1 1 10 = 1 1 . S ,  
1 05 4  ( .-l ec/01111111 ) ; C IL ,  X I\', 3509 ( Tibur) rccorcls l hc 
ahbrcvia l ion /eg ( io ) XI C/ (audia ) l' ( i a )  F ( idc/is ) ,  b u t  thc 
clcdication s ,  hclonging t o  somc trihu nl's of thc lcgion , wcrc 
markcd In ter, cluring I Iaclrianus' ancl A n tonius Pius'  l i mc,  
whcn lhc ab hrcvial ion was alrcady î n  general u sc. 

22 Sec n o te 21 lo which wc can acid lhc followi n g : C I I . ,  
I X ,  5833 = 1 L S ,  1 059 (Auxinum ) :  C I L ,  \' I ,  1 408, 140!l = 

ILS,  1 1 4 1 , 1 1 42 ( Roma ) ; A f:, 191:� ,  2 1 5 ; 1 9:17, 1 0 1 ,  l o  
mcn l ion a fcw of lhc h c l tcr da tccl inscrip tions. ! Iowcwr, î n  
late 2nd :mel carly :lrd ccn tury, î n  a cur.ms lwnorum n l  Clu
sium thc cpilhcls  arc s l i l l  m a i n lnincd (C I L ,  X I ,  2 1 06 � 1 1 . S ,  
1 1 :18) .  

23 Prohahly tlr n l  lhc cpilhcts pia {ide/is wcre ahandoncd 
somctimc cluring :\larcus A urel i u s '  rcign, or rathcr lowarcls 
lhc cncl or lhc 2nd ccntury. This îs, ncHrl hclcss, a changc or 
lcss conscqucncc lo our discussion. 

24 IUC, \' , 1 ,  p .  96, no. 359 ; Lukas ele Blois,  Tbe Policy 
o{ Emperor Gal/ienus,  E. J. Bril l ,  1 976, p. 100 ; LEG(ionis 
XI CL(audlac) P(iac) VI (scxtum) F(idclis) V I  (scxtum). 
T hcsc l i tlcs wcrc assignccl to o lhcr kgions too, in thc f i f l h , 
lhe six l h ,  lhc scvcnlh ycar of lhc empcror's reign, in consc-

qucncc of lhc v i c lorics won 011 Lhc H h i n c ,  lhc Dnnuhc n111l i n  
norlhcrn l laly a n d  wcrc tcmporary. W c  mcn lion t h c  fact  
lhal lhc c p i l hcls rcappcarcd on an i n scri p l i on discovcrccl 
a l  O s t rov, :\! .  Bărhulcscu-'.\Iunlcan u ,  ,\ . Hădulcscu , !'on tica 
Iii, 1 !l82, p.  1 5:!- 1 59 ; cr.  C.C. Pctolcscu , S C I V A ,  :15 ,  1 984, 
4,  p .  :l8 1 - :J82, a uniquc casc u n ti l  n o w  i n  lhc cpigraphy of 
lhc kgion i n  this  period , l inkccl to lhc honoriric ti tlcs which 
also nppcar on coins.  

2'• Em . Doru t i u - I loilă, SCIV, 2:l,  1 !172. 1 ,  p.  4!i - 62 ;  
A .  A riccscu , A rmata, p .  4 1 - 4:1 ; idem , l 'on l icn , 1 0, 1 977, 
p .  1 80,  1 8 1 , 1 84 ,  1 86 nncl 1 8 7- 1 88 .  

2 o  Sce n o tes 1 1 ,  1 2 .  
�7 l'lolcmaios , Gcograpbia. I I I , 1 0, !i :  tl'l•Jp,;cr-rriv,  ).e:y[lolv 

Ae:ylcuv rrpwT·l)'hoc).Lxlj. 
�� T. Sarnowski ,  in S tudia Bnlcnn ica,  I ,  1 984 , p. 1 4:1 -

l ti\J. C. Patsc h ,  !Jeilriige :ur l'ulkerkwllle 11011 Sudiislcuropa, 
\' ,  2 :  /Jer T\amp{ um elen Dona11ra11111 un ler T>om ilia11 llTlli 
Traian , \Vicn ,  1 !l: l7,  p. :1 , plcacls for l h c  prl'scncc a l  I luros
torum or lhc V :\ lauda I .cgion , hu l Lhc lraccs arc al togc lhcr 
ahscn L T hc lol  or hricks rouncl al l lu ro s l ornm hca ring thc 
stamp LEG I I'L\ I .  (AT�, 1 9:16, 1 6) if  not lhc resu i t  of cxporls 
Crom Novac coulcl incl icatc lhc prcsl'ncc of somc suhu n i l s  
o f  l h e  lcgion from :-.;ovnc a l  a n  carly d a l e ,  i n  a n y  casc î n  th c 
l s t  ccn lur�· : E. H i l lerl ing,  H E ,  X I I , 1 925, col. 1 410,  1 698 
and H ndu V ulpe, i n  JJin istoria Dobrogei ,  v o i .  I I . Bucureşt i ,  
p .  6 1 ,  nolc 1 64 ,  qucslion lhc accuracy or P l olcmnios' in rormn
Lion . 
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thc great Dacian-Buro- Sarmaiian expeditionary corps which had penetrated the regio1rn beiween 
the Danube and the sea 29• 'Ye eould also presumc that the respectivt> t roops had lmilding t asks 
in th e arca (considering that at Independenţa, on the level XII, datccl hack to late lst ccntury, 
the early Roman camp wa.s built, which the prt>sent campaign ident ified at the uorthern and sout h 
t'rn edgcs of 82 ) ,  an action whieh would han' gone on conemTentl.\- with the remaking and the 
strengthening of the Danubian li mes , startt>d h.\· 'rmjan i n  1 02 - l Oti 3 0  \Vi t h on t altoget her ru
ling out such a pos8ibilit_\·, wc ncverthcless should remark t hat tlw estahlish ment of thP H oman 
camp at Independenţa b y  thP vexillation of tht> I Italica and the X I  Claudia was pm sible 
only in consequence of rnme military adion i n  whieh t lwy should han· bePn enga gPcl , n s  if no 
vexillation had existed , tlw fort ifications coulcl h an' bel'll biil! h .\· î lw rwarest auxiliar,\· t roops 

In his conclusions to t he researeh of the vexillat ions or thP Homan i m 1wrial arm.\· H. Sa� 
x t>r spoke about legionare Br8r:�-0 1mgsrt>J'illa.liu1: r1� ; Wl' put fm w ml tlw pos..;ihili t y 1 h a ! t hi ,; n�x il
lat ion wa:-; :-;tat ionecl i n  the Homan eamp for a (•Prtai u pPriocl :11 • 

'Ve conelude b y  stat ing that the altar of the I I t alin and t lw XI Claudia Yex i l lation 
W<t8 devoted t o  Ilt'rc ult>s b.\· t h e  :-;oldiers , in onh'r t o  win mil i t ar�' Yiet ories, whieh t'rnth lPs us t o 
charactPr-i ze it a:-; prt>ponderently a war vexillation ( Kriry 1 1·r.Filktion ) . Af1Pr t h P  (•oneh1 :� ion of 
the militarr eampaign it w.ls maintai ned in t hl' arpa for a whik,  l m t  t h is t i ml' for hnilding pur
po:-;es or t o  take part in Ptw·ting t he fir.�t H oman <"arnp,  1 1 1· i r  1 IH· l 1 Hfr]ll' l l tl!•1 1 ( a  <·om nm1H·, 
so its dPs t i na.t ion l'hanged had it  heeomc : t  hu i llling \' t' xilln t io 1 ( !fo 1 rr' . 1 · i i! . r.t ion ). ( 'o t t :' l f!Uen tl .\· 
t he militar.\· missions and t lw prohahh' hn ildi ng; onl'� H'<' l l l  t o  "li  hst a 1 1 l ia l 1· ! IH• l"a < " I  1 h a l  t ! H· alt ar 
w.ts dedkated t o  Jlercu lrs. 

'l'hl' period i n  wh ic·h t he rt>xillntfo \\'as s t a t i o 1 u·d i n  t l � P  a rr;1  1 · i 1 IH-1'  < ·oY<'l'l' ! l  t l i <> .n•ars 
1 02 - 1 06 ( :tnd not latPr lw('ause on'r 1 06 - 10 7 1 1ort hPrn Dohnulj : i  w.1 : P x <· l u siY <'ly <·0 1 1 l i -olle1l 
hy t lw V l\hwedonil"a) ,  or las t l'(l aJtpr tlw h'gion from 'J'rnl'sm i s  had l1· l I for l >o t ;l.Î:-;sa. Tlu• <": tn•ful lr 
written graphs , the big, regular lettern arul the ahh1·eyiat i on l '  I ' F  o f  t l w  pa l rou.nn ic· of t hP XI t h 
Claudia prompt u:-; to est ablish an t>arl.\- datl>,  at t lw lwgi 1 1 1 1 i 1 1µ: of t lw 2 1ul < 'l'lll UIT As t h e  
implieit pre� enee o f  t h e  legio V l\fac·Pdon iC'a at '1' 1·opsmis da l t•s ha<"k t o  107 -lOH on th e ha:-;i:-; 
of the vet l'rans ' altar of 1:3.i � 2 and t h e  epigraph_\· of t lw lt•gio XI ( 'laudia do not allow n:-; to 
:-;et a period heyoncl 1 1 7/118 ; i t  result:-; that part icular <'Yl'n t s  (fight s or l'x l ensiv<' hu ilcling a.et h· i 
tie:-; � eallecl for the presence of u nited cletach nwnts from bot h legi o ns l H' l'ol'(' 106 wlwn t h e  Vth 
:Macedonica was camped M Troesmil'. Another important ('Ollsl'qU<'11C'<' of the analy,;i:-; îs t h e  fac t  
that th e legio XI Claudia or great part ,; of i t  arl' c·onsi<l Pre<l t o  have l'ome t o  Dnro.�t onun bt>fore 
1 06 ,  prolmhly Î ll A. n. 1 00 Ol' 1 01. 

c Q  F o r  Lhese evcnts sec at lcngth H. \"ulpc, op.  cil . ,  p.  
84 - 92 . 

e o  Sce for exnrnplc the remaking în slonc of Lhe caslrum 
n t  Carsium by all li Hispanorum Aravacorum ; ISl\I, V, 
no.  94. 

31 H .  Saxer, Vexi/lalionrn , p. 1 26- 1 27.  
3� I S '.\I , \" ,  n o .  1 37. 
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Fig. 1 A- B. lnscription mentioning a vexillation made up of the detachments of the 
lst Italic a and X lth Claudia legions at Independenţa. 
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