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Although tlw archaeologieal site nf'ar Independenta commune, Tulcea county, was known 
in ar('haeological I iterature * ew•r since late 1 9th and early 20th centur.v, it  was not until 1981 
tlrnt it saw 8�'8tematic inn•stigat ion, f'arried out on the init iatiye arnl with t llf' financial Rupport 
of the  Cent Pr for 8tudi(•s an<l lfrsparc·h în  ":\Iilitar�· IliRtor�' an<l Tllf'ory, j oiiwd by t he Archaeology 
I11stit ute of Bucharest arnl t lw Danulw D(•lt a  l\l usPum of 'l'ulcPa, as collahomting institutio11s .  

Thc arPa u rnler inYPstigat ion liPs some 2 J i  k m  PaRt of t he IndPpendenţ a commune, i n  the 
proximity of t lw roa<l running from T n<lf'pPn<lenţ a to DunaYăţ ul dl' Sus. It strPtclws ovpr a rocky 
momul which a<lYances into lake Cruhli l\Jare, it 8 border on the north ancl ea.st . From the south, 
the CctatPa Bill on•rlooks t lw arehat>ological Rit P, and the plaiu surronnding lake Cruhli l\Iic 
( draiued at prt>sent ) bonlers it on tlw west. 

'l'he mouud is 8ornP 7 -8 meters higher tlrnn tlw sm·1·omHli ng arPa an<l thc archaeological 
traces on thc i-mrfaf'e coITP8poncl to the RtructurP of tlu• terrain .  Hefore <liggings had been 8tarted, 
t he arca showe<l trace8 of walls, pot1 Pry, Rtmw hlocks, ·which the archaeological literature linked 
to the ex iRtence of a fortrPss. LikewisP, a numlwr of V> preRumed tower8 and trace8 of 
1 wo Parth wall8 and two <li1 che8 (on t lw west<'rn, sou thern arnl part ially <'aHt Prn Ri<lf's) wPn� vh;ible 
al grou rHl leYPl. 

Fiye earnpaigm ( 1 981 - 198:3 ; 198tl - 1986) wPre earriPd out acconling to a prPYiou sl�· est a­
hlishPd protocol, in whi<"h two rnai n  t rPn('hes were dug, tlw formPr E - \\'( Sl) ,  220 X 2 metPrs, 
t otal l ing 1 1  O squarl'fi of 1 wo nwt<'rfi <'ac·h and t lw la11 Pr, X - R, ( 82 ) ,  28:i x 2 mc·t Ns, c·omprising 
1 4;� s 11uarPs of the Ram<' <linwnHions ( figs l arnl 7 ). 

'I'he thoroug·h examination of t he two 8ections led to t lw corwlmion that thc rock un<lerlying 
thP sPttlPm(•nt h ad a <lPPid(•d slope on the N - 8 dircction, with a t wo- mctcrs' lcwl difference. 

The data that h aYe lwPn ohtainP<l after eareful inn•st igation poi:M.t to three gn•at pcriod8 i n  
t l w  h bton· o f  1 he site at IndepPIHl(•nţa.. 

Th e first perioll ( l<'Yt>l8 A and B), last ing bPtween t he Jth and tlw 2n<l centuriPs B. C . ,  corres­
p: mds to the <•xist<'ncc of an autochthonom GC'to-Dacian Rettlement i n  it8 Lat(me epoch. 

The second period ( leYPIH 1 - 4) ,  lwtween the l st ccntury and thc third quarter of thc :3rd 
<·<•ntury, is an Parl�' Homan epoch wht>n the first Homan eivilian Hettlement PXiRted 8ide by side 
t h P  autoehthonous Geto-Daeian one, and wa,s follow<'d b ,\· an early H ornan fortification with its 
t wo Htages of development . 

The th ird period ( IPYl'ls :i - 13 ), lwtwPen 1 l t<' last quaifrr of the 3rd cPntnry and t he second 
or thl• t hird dPcade of t h e 7 t h <"Pnt ury, is tlw iwrio<l of t lw lat P H oman fort il'icat ion. 

* 
The Pfrst Period. Lere18 A aml 1-J. 'l'h<' firRt two lewh; of inhahitanct> go as far back a8 the 

<'poc·h of 1 h t>  t:et o-Dacian fi. Two ]eyl'}s of i nhabit a1we WPI'l' ident ifiPd in hoth 81 ( O  2 1 - 22, 36 -37,  
4 6 - 4!) ,  !12 - :13) and in  R2 ( 0  24 -2 :i , 69 , 1 10 - 1 11 ,  1 1 7 ) .  Leul A whic·.h consist s of clay floors 
ean he <late<l hac·k du<' to a fragment of a 4th - :3rd eentury Gn•ek VPfiS<'l,  an c•ar of a Chersonesus 
amphora (2 ;i0 - 200 B.C. ) ,  which waH found in O 46 - 49 ( 81. - 2.:>0 -2.90 m) and a frag-ment of 
a R hodos amph ora, which appart>nt ly eanw from the laRt quartN of the 3rd century B . U. ( O  121, 
82 ).  T,e1•el n is ch aractPriiw1l by dPepl�· charrPd floorn, wher<' fragment H  of autochthonous and 
Helle11istic pot t Pr,\· wpn• found. Two (•oinH from Callatis (in i t s  auto nomy period), fourHl in O 37 
( Rl . - I . GO m) Pnt it le• n s  t o  Pst ahliHh t lw 2n<l C'Pnt nry B. C. as ehronological 1'<'fl•renee for thc 
Sl'C·mul GPtic IPv<>l. 

Th e Seco11d Pnio<l. Lerel 1 waH i<lmtifiPd in 81 O 7 -H (fig. 4) arnl 82, D 8:3 - 84 (fig. 2)�  
at < ' .  - 3.10 rn .  For t he t inw lwing, no hriek-and-mortar huil<ling can hP attribut('(l to this levei . 
'l'hP t>arl.Y Ho man po t t Pr�· ( 1  st CPnt m·y H.C . )  and Honw llPllPnistic or autochthonous fragments 
poi nt 1 o a vc•r.\· Pari�· p<•riod, proba.hi,\· t lw 8econd ha.lf or t hP la.st t hird of t lw 1 :,;t centnry, when 
wil hin t hP arPa rn ult>r l'Ps<'a,r<'h Pxist.Pd a H o ma.11 C'i vilian Sl•1 t knu.·nt. 

* For l hc hi� · o ry of rcscarch sec p. 8 î - !l6, i n  lhe samc \'nl ume. 

D:\Cl.4, N. S. , TO:\lE XXXI, 1 - 2 ,  1 98î, P. 97- 106, BCC:\HEST 
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Fig.  1 .  lnclepcndenţa. The general plan w i th the two sections. 
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3 EAALY AND LATE FORTIFICATION AT INDEPENDENŢA 

Fig. 2. Independenţa .  S2 
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Level 2 was rcmarkcd only a t  t hc ca.ster n  a n d  1 h e  wcst e m  c•x1 rcmit i<>::: o f  S l  ( D 7 - 9  anu 66 - 67 ; 
figs 4 anu 5 )  and S2 ( D  83 - 8 6.  ( fig. 2) ,  at a dept h of about 3 . 00 - 3 . 7 5  m .  A n  i mportant pecu­
l iarit y is t o be not t> d  i n  S2 , D 8.3 - 86, wlwre lcYcl 2 cons i::;t s i n  t hr<>c p i t s f i l l <'<l i n  "·i t h  graYC'l 
belonging to level 3. H t hese pit s  wt>re proYed as l'l'�m l t i n g  fro m  woo<lcn pillar::;, wc coul < l  presu nw 
t h at an ear t h  fortificat i o n  ( or wit h wooden buil t l i n!':fi i n ::; i d e )  lrnd c x i :-;t ed on lcYcl 2, an en•r mure 
plausible hypot hcsis t aking i n t o account the Y c x i l lat ion alt ar d i scOY('l'e<l i n  J 98:) .  The alt ar a::; 
well as t h e  early H oman pot t cry t race t hc level back 1 o  carly 2 n d  cent ury anu i 1 s firnt 
t hrce quart ers. 
· 

Level .'J, c .  - 2 .80 rn , can bc d i s t i nguished i n  ccrL ai n parL s of 1 hc fort re:-;s O l l l y .  n i s  acL ually 
1 he early J f o man fort ificat i o n  i t l ent ific<l  in t hc southcm prcci nc t  S2, D 9 -1 - 98 ( E ig.  3) and i n  
C3 ( fig. 6 ) .  I n  O 9 8  i t  appears as a substructurc o f  s c h i st. R � o ne ancl w h i t c h anl mortar,  rnak i n g  
u p  a rectangular i n ner t owcr ( fig .  1 0 ) .  Level 3 i s  r0prese nt ed i n  D 84 - 8;) b y  a compact layer 
of b lock s ,  probably a street of 1 h c early fortifieat i o n  ( fig. 2 ) . In S l  D 6:) - G7 lewl 3 d i s plays a 
possihle h yd raulic layout ( fi g. ;) )  a n < l  paYement s i n  D 7 - 9  ( f ig. -± ) .  T h e  dat e of the le\'Cl cau 
be 0st abli1>hed w i t h re lat i ve cC'rt ai nt y due t o  a coi n  fro m Caracalla fou n d  i n  S2, D 96 anu a colo-
11 ial  coiu from t h c first h al f  of the 3rd cent ury fo u n c1 i n  S l ,  D 60 -wh ich "·ould i nu icat c ei t her 
t h c  period of t he colonial p i ecc or t h e la.st quart 0r o f  t he 2 n u  cen t ury t owarLls  rn i d  3rc1 ce ntury. 
It is t o  t h i ::;  level that t he ,mu s of D :)9 - 60 ,  and 71 ( Sl )  also bclong (fig.  G ) .  

O n  lei-el 4 ,  c .  - 2 . 65 m, t hc ca1'ly stone fort i ficat i o n  i s  s1 i l l  fn n c t ioning, h a\'i n g  wal ls w h i c h  also 
belong·cd to lcvcl 3, S l ,  D :)9 - 60 ,  7 1 , ( fig.  i'i ) ;  h ow ewr, on t he east ern :-;itk of Sl , lcY0l 4 i :-;  
repre i:;e n t eu only b y  c lay floon; ( fig. 4 ) .  n i s  worth mcnt i o n i ng that bot h l< 'Yc!:-; \l'<'l'e remarkl•d 
at t h c extremitim; of t he t wo 8ect ions,  w h i l e  i n  t hc rnidclk arca th0y werc not cYiue J l t  . . 
Tbe c n <l of t hi s  Im· el scern::; t o  haYc coi ncicle<l w i t h a ne·"· ( le81 nwt ion,  probably hefore t hc recon­
s1 rnc1 i o n  duri ng t he t hird peri o e l .  

1..'he  Th il'd Period. Le i-el :) at c .  - 2 . 5 0  rn \\"as i cknt if iP< l  O \'Cl' 1 h e  c nt i rc arca. I t  i s  t h e 
const ruc t i o n  lew 1 of t he presen t ly Yi8i  ble furt re:-;s.  I t  i mpli0<1 t l 1c  parl ial repl:1crn1ent of t he pre­
v ious levels b y  a t hick layer of rnrt h brought from somewhere else, st i ll bea1'Îl lg arch aeological 

https://biblioteca-digitala.rohttp://www.daciajournal.ro



..... 
8 

� 
.S3 94 �5 S6 97 98 I I ' ' ' -- -- I 

,, ,, 

99 I 100 
I 

102 
I l04 

I 105 I 
103 

I 101  
I 

N 
t06 I �  I 

:ii 
> t1 !'l 
> 
r 
111 c 
� 

Precincf < t:1 > 
5 - 13 z .c 

L 5 - 12 ?> 
o 'l1 > ..... :" 
p 
o 't1 

o 2 3 m  > 
::1 
:i 
>i o 't1 

Fig. 3. l n clcpenclen ţ. a .� S2 The caslcrn profilc in D 9 4 - 106 o r M > z c: 

..... https://biblioteca-digitala.rohttp://www.daciajournal.ro



o I 

;, 

„ 

Fig. 5. Independenţa. Sl 
�he southern profile in O 

6 6 - 75. 

'65 · i  !i!i 

!.. 

67  68 69 70 71 

o 

L 10 Fig. 4. I n dependenţa. Sl 
, The soulhern profile in D 

72 73 

The precincf s wall 
L 5- 13 

2 3 m  

1 -9 .  

74 75 

Qt 

['I > :a t"' >< 
> z tl 
t"' > >'I ['I 
"1 o :a � ... () > 
>'I ... o z I > >'I 
2 
� 'U toi z o toi 
:i > 

..... o 
https://biblioteca-digitala.rohttp://www.daciajournal.ro



102 M. ZAHARIADE, AL. SUCEVEA NU, A. OPAIŢ, O. · OPAIŢ, F. TOPOLEANiJ 

o 2m.  

Fig. 6. I ndependenţa .  The 
11orlhern ga te of the for­

tress. 

� Levels . J-1. .  
� Leve/s 5 - 7. 

�� LevQ/s 8-10. 

I�.:.: .=:· : :� Levels 1 1-13. �-i. 

� Uncertain leve/ .  

6 

t races of the prececling cpochs. It was dming this period that the 3.2:0 meters wide enclosure wal l, 
the towers, t he gat es and the mai n buildings i nside the fortress were erected, therefore it can 
be inferred t h at the distribution of the mbanistic network, probably changed in compariso n with 
its earlicr configmation, and t he const ruction of most of the buildings were to take place on 
level 6. We do not altogethcr rule out the possibility of incipient building whjch were to be 
fini shcd on level 6.  Actually, in S2 O 39, i n  t he sector of a great edifice which from now on 
we shall call domus, there is a wall in it s initial stage of construction.The arterial lines of t he for­
t ress N - S  an d E - vV are clearly tlrawn now, and whi le in o 3:1 - 37 ( Sl )  they appeared as mere 
l evelling of t h c  prcceu ing ground, i n  O 60 - 61 ( S2) thcy arc alrcady accmately marked by a 
l ayer of blocks. The sequence of reconstruction is evident on t he soutbern side of the enclosure 
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7 EARLY ANO LATE FORTIFICATION AT INDEPENDENTA 103 

(figs 3, 9 and 10).  An amorphous mass of schist stone and mortar covered quite early the 
brick-and mortar structure belonging to levels 3 and 4, presumed to b e  the tower of the early 
fortification, functioning as the bed plate of the foundation for the inner spur of the late-t ower, 
with brick corners, which was built on that occasiPn . ThP lat e horsPshoe -shaped towcr is 11 .50 m 
long (measurcd from tlw outer face of the northern enclosurP wall) and has a 0.30 - 0_50 m wide 
plinth (figs 3 and 8) .  Only its inner face was preserved int:wt .  It appears that no attempts to  recon­
struct the tower were marle, and the partial investigation of its inner Hide point<' rl nut Pi ght levels 
of use, corresponding to the levels in the fortrcss . Bxtcnsivc rec01r ntruct ion works "-C're noted 
in the northern precinet s ( :-;ce below) .  I„cvel 5 can he dated on the lrn'l i s  of t wo eni ns, om' from 
Pruhus l ime ( 81 D 11 - 2 .4-5),  aud the othC'r from Anrelianus 'epoch ( R2,  D 9.J - 2.80 m )  roughly 
ind i�ating thc second half of the 3rLl century_ 

Lerel fi, al c .  - 2 . :rn m, att <'sts to a period of still massive construction of the fort ress, a 
continu ation of the prP<'<'<l ing levl'l . 'I' h i s lrnlds t rue for thc walls of buildin!!,S i 1 1  D ]; ) ,  l 7 - 18, 
19, 20, :�2 ,  36, 76 - 78 ( H:! ) ; 1 lw firs t l<>wl of t he recom;truction of the mai n l inC'I', E --'Y anr1 X - S, 
('.rossi 1 1� the fnrlress ( D  ;j2 - 6 1, 82) al;;;o bPlong to this lewl .  In O 98 ( R2' ,  l Pwl 6 PXt<'nds 
ovcr the pl iuth of thc sµur of t hc i n nrr t n w er, which was identified i n  t h at plaeP ( f ig-.  :3 ) ,  t lwreh�" 
signalling that this lcn•l, with which tlw eonstruction of the fortrcss comcs t o  a'l <' nd ,  t ak<'s ovcr 
previous cdilitary aetivit i<>s. I n t.lw s<>ctor of thc do mus, there are t racPs poi ni i ng t o  I l i e  faf't. t hat 
the wal ls of t lw rooms \\WP hu i lt i n  t h is iwt'iod ( S2 D 40, 4:3 - 4 -1 ,  -i:I ,  4 7 ) .  LikPwis<', t hc h uilcling 
of t hc t hermal iI1 stallat ion from Sl D 18 - 19 - of which t.h e  apHis wit h its  r('d pla<;t <>rcrl walls 
and its  hypoeau:-;t werc presernd - bl'long to the samc lewl. Lev('l 6 also i n eludes a hig 
builcling- madc of  stone bound w i t  h mort ar, its  inside plated with big flagstones, a n d  kaning 
a.ga.inst t he wPs l t>l' ll prccints wall , wit h :t funct ion that is  st ill to lw a:>cPrtaincd . Tlw co nt i nuous 
construct  i n• lin c rn1111i ng from kvPl :; t o  levd 6 cou ld :tlso sugg-Pst a long·pr lasti ng level wit h 
two dist i 11e1 phas<'s . LPv<'l G ('a,u he dal l'cl duc to two la mps arnl a set of cnins ranging from 
Liciniu s I to l 'oust autius II, t lwrd..i·e t lw first half of t he -lth centur.v. 

Le tel 7, at ahout - l .80 m, sPcm:-> to !Jc macle up of two diffrrent phases, a and b. Level 
7 a is represc nt ed hy n·lat iwl�· h igh q ualit y floors or pawments, as well as b:v the fact that the 
dom u.'I, the. mortar e11ifiec ou t he wPsfl'rn t-ii dt>, t lw thPrnrn.l i nst allations :tml the two arterial 
lin<'s werc st ill in  fu net ion, i n  arl<l i l ion  t o  i-;'. Jllle other h uil rlingl' . Tlw dist ind ive> elements of level 
7 h are a cireular huilding ma!le of sl onr- and holllHl wit h cin.)·, ident ified in Sl O 6:� ,  which 
interfif'Ctecl the pave111e1 :t  of lf'Yd i h ui ;1,Tso overlappP 1l t he pavenwnt of levC'l 8 :tnd the wall 
wit hout fournlat ion from Sl D 70 .  Ho \\·Pn•r, we i-lhould poi nt out t he fa.r'.t t lrn1 the plrn,sps , albeit 
distinctin•, could not lw i dent ified on·r 1 lw ent irP ar<'a of t1w t.wo trenchf's. C'onsequently, many 
walls ('a,n lw attri J.mted to lPvC'l i in gP1 1<·ral ,  w it hout chrn nolo�i 1·al di:-;tinctions .  LevPl 7 indud<•s 
walls of hui ldings i n  Sl D 17 - 18,  rn, 20, 32, 36, 44 - -i:J, ;"J-l, .'>9 - 60, 6 1 , 70  ( fig. ;) ) ; the 'rnlls 
in 81 D 30 and 82 O .J..j, 63, (i;j \\"PI'l' newl,\· built. Thc arterial line S - S was rcmade as attC'sted 
to by tlw l:tyt>r of sehh;t blocb fro m 82 D ti8 - 60. On the northern edge of the fortresfl, the pre­
cincts wall :mfft•n•d serious <lanut'.!e, a s ign maybe that t he precinct wa:< in a critica! situation, 
the damagP heing mended duri ng tlw following levei. It can bc estimated that the general period 
of this leYPl i s  mid 4th centnr.\· ( a  cui n  il"sued by Valentinian, 36-1 - 367 ) and the end of the 4th 
centur.r ( a  trca:-; ur y of 47 coiw; of w hi<-h the late o nes come from 39;) - 408 ). 

Lei·el 8, c_ - l. ;j 0 - 1 . 7 0  m is characterized b y  a 0.25 -0.30 m thick clay floor, covering 
thc entire investigated area. The i nncr si1le of the inhabitance level underwent perfect levelling 
as proved by some well preserved :-;tom' pavcments ( 82 D 70 - 73) .  The previously identified and 
partially examined great cdifieC's - t he rlomu s, t he building with mortar in the western pre­
cincts, t h c  t\\·o main lines . B -'V and N -- S, t he thennal facilit iei-; - cont inue t o  exist and thc 
fact that thcy wcre repaircd is deari.\' vi �ihle _ The repairR at t he two art erial lines cnn be secn 
in Sl D 35 -39 and 82 O 56 - 60. The colleding wcll endowed wit h  a ditch from 81 O 22 -23 
belong·s to this levei too . The rnnst rnd in act ivit y i n  the intra mural arca is proved b.\r the 
walls of t he buildingH from 82 D 72 - 74,  82 - 84, 88-90 and in Sl D 47, 51 ; previous buldings 
continue to be in usc ( 82 D 15 ,  1 6 - 1 8 ,  19 ,  20, 28, 30, 32 and 81 O 45, 5-l, 61 ,  63, 68 - 70).  
The extensive repair of the do111 11s ('an be scen in 82 O 46 - 48, 49. The western and f:outhern 
precinct:s also underwent massive repair : the western side was mended with schist stone and 
white hard mortar, as seen in Sl D 72 - 74 (fi:!. 5), when a big breach in the southern side which 
had occurred on l evei 7 was filled in on that occasion. The reconstruction of the precincts 
walls , which so far had been noticed on thrC'e sideH , seems to have heen extended now over the 
entire perimetf'r , a fa<'t minutPI .\· VPrifiPd on the northcrn side of the cnclosure of the fortress 
and which we shall resnnw lall'I'. As indieal t>d by the pottery and particnlarly by a coin from 
Arcadius 't.ime, ( D 71,  - 1 .80 m, Sl)  levei 8 bclongs to the first six decades of t he 5th c entury. 
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T,evel 9, qualitat i v l'l�· i 1 1frrior to tlH• }Jl'Pf'Pdi 1 1g om•, was fou 1 1 1l at ahout 1 .30 - 1 . 40 m 
cl eep aud con 8ist8 i n  a elay flo or }){'ari ng traces of v iolt>nt fin·, which p(li 1 1 ts  to a clifficult momPnt 
i n  tlw l ife of the fortn•ss. The eo1 1 strneti011s of tlw previou s ll•vel arc 11en·rthl'lc•ss i n  use : thc 
Pdificc with mortar on tlw south em si clt•, the two rnai n arterial 1im•t1, tlw tlo mus and tlw h ui lcli11g:s 
i n  Sl , D -1 7 ,  ;J l and S2, D 1 1 , 20, 28, 30, 32 . .A lthough lcvel 9 is quitl' modPst a8 eomparpcl 
with it8 antl'cPdent, the eou8tl'll<'t.iYP actiYit.'· i s  m•Yertlwles8 evi dent . It is to this le n•l t.lrnt tlw 
wall8 in Sl, D 18, 4;) ,  :H , ti9, 61, 6:l , 70, or S2, D 32, 34 can he attrihukd . Howen•r the walls 
with mortar from Sl D Li, 1 7  - l 8, rn al l (l tlw thermal huilding from D 1 8  - 20 go 1h•fi 1 1 itl'ly 
out of u sc, a� indieatP<l hy a wall h u ilt on·r Ol L• ah sis. Cl1ronologieall�·, t,}J(• pottPry a1 1cl hm 
la mps point to thc :weo1 ul hal f  of thP 5th <'Pntmy. L ikewi sc•, the two un i cknt.ifiahlP eoi 1 1s, ;ith 
CPntury in aspPet, fom ul i n  D (i6 suggP8t tlw t1amt• iwriod as thc ceramies. 

Lerel 1 O, gt•rn•rall,\' n,t - 1 . 10 - 1 .20 m, cor n:i sts of a hc•avy yl'llow earth floor, c·haITP< I all 
on•r its surfaeP. It i s tlw last. 1wriod of url Jan orgauization an<l 111a:;sin� rpc·.on stnwtion in t lw 
i ntramural an·a. The <70111118 and 1.Jw mort.ar ed ifice on the 'iwstl'rn Hid<', h aving u rnl 1•rgone repai !', 
are Htill i n  usc ( Sl D 65 - 72,  fig . fi), aH w<'ll as t]u• main li rn•s B - "" and N - S. Tlw repa.ir 
works at thc do11111s can bc st•c•1 1  i n  D 41 , 4 G - -l  7 ; ]H'e,·ious wa.11:-; ar ul to111part1 1wnt:; WNP f urt lwr 
u:;ed. Actuall�·, nrnny of the fon m•r walls were further rnaclP ww of, a:-; i n  Sl D -l {i - -17, flO ;i l ,  
and S2 D 1 0 - 1 1 , 27 -- :rn, "t :l . Tn Sl D 7 ,  !I, �0 - 21 ,  :3!1 , 42,  4 -1 -- -1 7 ,  :12 ,  ;i4 - (i0, 62 - - G:3, li;i - - IHi, 
69 - 7 0  and S2 D U - rn, 1 7 - 1 8 iww wall:; ancl i n  Sl D 2 1  a 1litch \n•re h uilt. T h l' westc•rn 
:-;ide ( Sl D 72 - 7  4) of the c•nelosurc wall wa:-; rPhuilt and aH it will lw f urtlwr Sl'l'll, jj ,:-; nortlwrn 
:;ide w as also l'Pbuilt at far greakr dilm•11Hio11H. Fine eeramics aud eoi ns from Iu sti nu :-; I a.1 1 11 Ju:-;ti­
nianus I date leve! 10 to strictlv tlw first half of the 6th centurY. Part.icu la.r i l l l l ieations wh ich 
require f urthPr n•rifieation 

"
do not Pxchull' tlw extPnsion ' into tlw t h i r1l <111arter of the 

same cPntury . 

LPl'el 1 1  wa� iclPntifiecl at c. - 0.8 0 - IUlO m arnl c·onsi sts i n  a Wl'll-wol' l l  yel Jow c•a.rLh floor. 
The entirc arpa uncler research wa8 con•red hy a thiek la.\·pr of adolw, which :;lurn:s tra(·ps of i nte nse 
fire, an evidence that many of tlw huilding:; bl'longing to lewl 10 whieh wPn� still i n  usc had 
walls with an adobe supel'8tructun'. As conY i ncingl ,,· attPsted i n  Sl D 4 - 6  (fig . 4) huild­
ings lwlongi ng to tlw previous lt>wl Wl'l'e aetually still in use ( Sl D fi, 9, 14, 16 - 2 1 ,  2:3, 
45 - 47 ,  54, 59, 63, 66) .  NPw walls wl're creetcd in Sl D 66. Thc �'l·eat cclific<'s of t hc fortrPss, 
thc donms, where recon struetivP attPmpts are te:-;tifiecl to in 82 D :38 - -1 2, thc mortar cdifi('l' 
i n  the western pn•eincts whosc window wa8 fillt•d in with bricks, aud the t wo arterial l i1ws nrn­
ning E -W and N - S wPrc still 1n·e:;wrwd. T1w lt•vd is also charactl'rized b�· the bu ilding· of ovPns 
and 1warths ( Sl D 19 - 2 1 , S2 D 28 - 2!1, 7 .i - 7 (i ) .  The abodc lewlling i ckntifiPcl i n  huth 
trenclws ancl the eh arrecl la�·pr i rnlie�tte tlw faet that the fortn•ss urnl l·nwnt Sl'l'ious clt>struc· Lion, 
part of the JH'Pcincts lwing dP11101i slwcl . Tu S2 D !H -97 (fig. :3), l<wl'l 12 con•rs thc re m 11a 11t:-; 
of the clemolishcd l'Hclorsure wall of t.111' ] ll'C'\'Î ouH ll'Vl'l . The p:>tter,\· - hoth of fine qualit�· and 
for common urse - ancl a coi n  da teci hack to 584 - ;)8;'),  that iR to .l\I a.uricius Tilwrius 'tirne, fournl 
i n  S2 D 26, might i 1 1dic·ak that thP lewl prnlongm•cl it8 exi:;tc• nce to late 6th c<'ntury. 

Lr1:el 12, i dt•11t ifiPcl al l owr 1 h l' arpa of tlw fortrPHS at - 0.;i0 - 0. 70 m, is actually a elay 
floor with no t racPs of fir<' . Tht> dom118, 1lw mortar edifice on t he wp:; t ern si<lP ancl thc E -'V 
arterial line remai n i n  mc whilP t11c N - S art erial 1i1 1P is almo:;t out of use, and lenl 12 sPems 
to bc 1 he Jast om· 1 o pr<•senl' i t  s 1 races. ConRtruet in• efforts werc also made and t hey wPre 
materialized i n  the Prection of sonll' build ings macle of stone and bound with clay, found i n  
Sl D 1 0  and S2 D 52 , a :;treet p,wd with flagstones ( S2 D 26 - 27 )  and hearth8 ( S2 D 28 - 29 ) . 
PrPviouH walls bound wit h mort ar or clny wPre still made u:-;e of i n  S l  D 6, 16 - 18, 21,  24, 
39 , 42, 44 - 47 ,  5 4 ,  59 - 60, 63 and in S2 D 10, 14, 16, 19 - 23, 26, 28 -29 . The pottery, a 
coin from l\Iauric ius Tiht>rius'timc ( ;182 - 602 ) , as wP1 1 as t he alJ·pady me ntioned coi n  ou 
lcvel 11,  as a termimts post quem, dat l' kYd 12 haek to late  6th cent ury and also probably t h e  
firt1t decade of t h e  7th cent ury. W c  Hhould also nwntion t he t hree allogPneou8 vessels found i u  
S l  D 61 - 62,  alongside local Homan pott ery. 

Lei-el 1 3, thc last one t o  be i dentified i n  t hc fortress, dot's not h avc a unitary aspect i n  
the two trenches. Generally, it was found 8ome 0.30 - 0.50 meter deep a s  a layer o f  yellow carth 
and ashP s with no traces of fir<' . Thc sppcific bu ildings of thc lewl are the dwdli ng place8 macle 
of stone and bound with mort ar, half-buried or built on the surfacP, and of a rectangular or 
circular shapc, which tumed the heart hs ( Sl D 5, fig. 4) and the walls of thc precedi ng lenl:-; 
i nto i ntegral component s ( Sl ,  D 7, 1 1 ,  16, 21, 24, 39, 42, H, 59, 63, and S2 O ,  1 1 ,  21, 27 ) .  
Thcre are also a circular buil<ling in S2 D 10 - 1 2 ,  the half-huried rectangular dwel ling place:-; 
from S2, D 24 - 26, 37 - 38, 47 - 48, ancl t.hc surface clw<'lling place:-; wi1 h founclationless walJg  
i n  Sl D 1 6.23 a n d  S2 D 92 -93. Some of t h c  dwclling placcs on levl'l 13 a.re matlc b y  altering 
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Fig. 7. In dependen ţa . Ge­
neral view or S2. 

Fig. 8. I n dependenţa. The 
tower on the southern 
side of the fortification . 
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Fig.  10. 

Fig.  9.  ! 11 depe. i clc11 \ a .  Thc 
cas l crn prnf i lr i . 1  S:>. O 

H 4 - 0fi. 

lndcpcnclcn \ n .  S2 0 97 - 98 : l h c  oYcrlap or  t h c  rnrly l :o l l lan  f.--, r t i f i­
cn l ion b y  thc la l cr  onc. 
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F i g .  1 1 . I ndependenţa.  S2 D 7 - 9. S ! ra t igr::iphy of lhe nort hcrn gale. 

Fig.  1 2. l n dcpcnc!cn \ a .  S2 D 7 - 9 . Thc ph ascs of t h c  Eorthcrn gale.  
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Fig. 13 .  Independen ţa. S2 D 5 - 7. The northern gate. View from the south. 

Fig. 14. I n dependenţa. S2 D 4 - 6. The n orthern gate. The wall of the western 
tower. 
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prf'viom; f'on:-;t nwtions :rnch as 1 h osP i 11 83 O :n - .'38 a.nd -12 wherf' olllPr walls W('l'<' cfomoli:-;Jicd 
for n,c·eommc)(l at iPn. Tt i:-; highl�· prohahlP, alt hough wc• ('a 1 1not a:-;:-;ert. i t wit h ab:-;o lu! e cc�rtai ut.y, 
1 hat t lw d i ffrrences i 1 1  thP huikli1 1g teehn i q ne of tlw chwl li11g places shoul cl poi nt ! o t wo dis t inct 
:-;t agPs of i nhab it ance wit hin om· and the :-;anw k n· l .  1\fost. of 1 he gTPat hui ld ing:-;, as wl'll  as the 
:-;t n•et n l't work go dt•fin i t dy out of u:-;p, lw i ng c·ompl<'i PI ,\· i grn1rp1l h,,. f . ]w i nhahit ant s of thP IPn-1 . 
Tl1 P  prl'einct s wall on t lw sout lwrn sidl' of t he for! re:-;;; i s  far highe1· t han i i  s g(•neral height o f  IPvl'l l:{, 
a fad suggc>:-;t ing 1 lr n.1 it wa:-; t urrwd i nto a l lH'l'(' ;.;) Jpl f pr anii d i cl not rPprpspnt. a fi1 ·m dl'frnsin• 
Pkn wnt. l\[on•on·r, t lH• situat ion fro m S I  O HH - 72 ( fig-. :i ) whl'l 'P 1 lw floor of 1 hP l l'vel co nr.-; 
t he dc•hris of t h e  pn•e i nct s wall pron•s t hat t lw Ja,i tPr wa-; i n a :-;ta' l' of a-h·ancecl l' it i r i .  

Tlw pot kr_,. i n  H o  man styk w hieh ('<1�1 lw fou n d  sidc h ,,. :-; id<' wit h fra:�nwn t s  of al logc•nou s  
nat un•, a coi n i :-; s uccl cluri 1 1g Fo<'.as ' t i nw 60'.! - H lO  ancl ovC'l's t ric·.kc.1 1  1l 1 1 ri 1 1µ: HPrnd iu s ' l i nw u l '.! - G l :3 
( S I ,  D fi;i, - o.:HJ l ll ) d at e  t lw leni h;wk I o  at }pa,-.;( t l !l• ;-i('('OIHl < lPC':tdP of t lw î l h  Cl'11t u1 ·y, 
alt hou gh ! lw (•oi 1 1  ('( ) t 1 l 1 l  also ind i <'at e  o n l .v :t 1 1 i r 1 mf' 1 1 L  i i !  t h<• l i l'l' of t h<' lewl w h ich could haYe 
heC'l l longt•r, l'Xtl' 1 11li11g i nio thr follo w i ng dl•c·;.d<'s of 1 hl' :-;aim• <'l' lll u r.'·· 

D uring· t lw c·ampaignH oE 1H8'1 - l!l8<i, Wl' l'X a1 1 t i 1 1Pd ! he nori lwrn gaf P of t lw for l rrss ( fig.  6) 
in 1 hn•(• SfJ l l<l l'l'i'i ( ' ]  -- c:�, a1 1 1 l to a s 1 1 1al l e1 · dl'g'l'l'l' i i :; l'ast er n  1 o wer ( tower Li) .  Sl'Yl'ntl const ruc­
t i YP H t a_!!;PS \H'l'<'. cl b ; (  i 1 1guished . 

Stage I n·1in':<l' t t l s Ute g"<t1 P o f  1 hc st onP for t n·s>: i n  1 hr Par}�- H o nmn Ppoeh ( lr ,·f'ls 3 - -1 ) ; 
the walls fla1 1ki 11!!.' tlw P nt ntncl' wen• h uilt of H<'h i s l sl o i u· hou1 1 1l wi t h h ard w h i t c-gn•yish mortar 
(f ig.  1 2 ). D uri ng· tha,t stage tlw gat P was :3 .40 lll<'l l'r,-; wi!h-. 1' hc l T  leHl'r shapccl 1 0\H'I' whiC'h 
<'Xl'l'lhi h �· 8.2 ;i 1 1 1l't e1·s t lw thn•shold of t h<• gat e lwlongs t o t hi s :-;t a_ge . Thc !hn•shold of ! lw !!.':tl <' of 
thc early for l if i <'a1 i o n  eorn•:-;poll(h; t o  thl' len·l m1 t:;i < ll' i i , "·lu·re rna:-;:;i\·e ru i n  was a:;1·l'r1 <ti nl'd 
as c•arly as 1 ns,;.  

Stage I I corrp:-;poncls chronologically to levl'ls ;) - î ; L he >:u pc•rn t  ruct u n• of !'ii age I of t lw ga te> 
is now ck mol ishcd . ( fig. 14).  Black earth w i t h  many arehaeological rP1m 1an t s ( U et o- D;wian 
Hall:;tatt ian aJl(l Lat imc• pot t l'r,\·, Hellenist ic a1ul l'ltrl,v Honmn pot f pry) wa:; laicl ovpr O r P  fonnda­
t ion , com ph•tel�· eover i ng 1 he hriC'k- arul- mort ar layer of t lw pre vious stag<•. In stage H large 
hl!ieks of .n• l low ish c·akar werc used bot h at the gal e• all(l the 1 mwrs. In profil<•, the k -.·d of eon­
:-; t nwt ion is KPcn as a la,wr of calcar cru 1 1 1bs, whieh n•sultcd from tlw cuLti1 1g aud fit l i ng in of 
t he hlc�ekK i nt o t hc nPw strueture (fig. 11 ) .  \Ve !'ihould point oui 11w fad 1 11a l st age H follow:; 
tlw same J i ll(' as s! age I, leavi 1 1g a small pliuth at i t s  baHl' . Iu st agP II, the ga t e is :3 .uO mel Pl's 
w i(k and t lw t owpr:-;, of the same U lett er :-;hapP, show a marked retn•at of their front as e: nn­
parecl ! o st agP I, �t fact which is  l'Yident at to wer I aud partial ly in tower Li . Thc> thn•shold of 
t he gnh� is ma'.le of large bloeks of ,\'<' llowi sh ealcar phtf•Pd on t he pl'l\Yious thn1sholcl which w:1-; 
8light ly lwighkned h,,. mea.ns of gTaYel and mortar. It i s  possihle 1 h at t he layer of eakars 
ou1 s idP I he gate wa:-; k n-lkcl up to the thresh )lcl, as it Jrn-; a fil ight :;lopP. 

Sf<t{JP III coI'l'l':-ipomls chrouologically to levPls 8 -10. Tlw la,,·er of calcars from sta�c I I  
·wa:-; conred h y  a o. :30 m t hick layer of l'arth mixt>d with fitom•s. The aiwt of stage I I  of the ga� e was 
overlai d  wit  h iITc•gular blocks of schi st stone houud with mortar, making up a 0.30 met.Pr wid1� 
di tch to c1ilket the dirt �· or raiu water ( fig . 1;{ ) .  Inside the gat e thc layout for the diteh sL•rn�cl 
as snpport for t hc threshold propc>r of the gah', wh il'h was olwiously higher and eon:;isted of tln·pe 
laq..('c cakar bloeks, lwari11g i nseription:.;, and :-;t il l l ying on t heir face in situ. The superstrueture 
of 1 he gatc wa:; macle in t he :-;ame manner as in :-;t age II, 1 hat is from hugc blocks of �'el lowish 
cakar. 'l'he bloeks of 8t age III ·were laid owr the su bst ruct ure of stage II iu order to b u ilcl 
up a sol i d  groundwork for thr superstructure proper of Ow gate, which was lmilt in ident i<'al 
manner. The comt ruct iom; of s t age III t urnPd t o  better use bloeks lwlonging to stage II. The 
towprs were rebuilt in t hc samc mamwr, ·wit h  the 1weuliarit�· t.hat at t owl'r 1 the previous exfo­
liat l'cl bloeks were I'Pplaced wit h new o nes, some of t hem takl'n clireet ly from the 8Uperstructurc 
of thc inner gat e, as proved by a block whieh had scrve<l as fuld at the st age II of the gate. The 
ent rancc of the gate reached the grC'ah 'st dinwnsions - 5. 77 and 6.3;i m i n  the area of the 
folding. The i nncr side of the tower was filled in with graYel aud schist stonf', t hereby the inte­
rior platform being raised. An extremely hard ycllow e lay fluor COYPred t he i nner pavement, 
serving as a fir:;t layer of calcars for the new tower. 

The layer of calcars outside stage II of the gate was levelled from st age III almost to the layer of 
calears belonging to the st age I of t he gate, leavi ng room for the connecti ng diteh which remai ned 
unehanged till  thc cnd of the fortress. On t hat lcvel , ·which also included the ruins resulted from 
t he t wo towers, three funeral inscriptions were found. On the east Prn arc•a outside the gate, 
on levei 6 - 7  a largc wssel was huried which is t.o go out of use on level 8, but t he l'l'maining 
half is st.ill prcservecl ou leYels 8 -10, as provcu b y the ceramica! remnants. 

https://biblioteca-digitala.rohttp://www.daciajournal.ro



106 M .  ZAHARIADE, AL. SUCEVEANU, A. OPAIŢ, O. OPAIŢ, F. TOPOLEANU to 

Stage I V, which chronologically corn•sponds to levels 1 1 - 13, is characierized by ex1 enr;ive 
repair work at 1 he northern gate which was menrled hy means of schist blocks of small aud medium 
size bomul with whitc breakable mort ar, fit in t lw :mpcrstructure of stage III of thP gate, rcplacing the 
exfoliated or del'!troyecl l>locks. To wer J also underwcnt repa.ir. Consequently, t he entire width 
of thc cntrancc of ihe ga� c was blockccl with schist and calcar siones hound with mortar rni xed 
with pomul brick. 

A wall of schi!!t sto11e bound wit h l'�1rth 1.30 meter ihick wa.s built at a later stage eit her 
to strt>ngth(•11 1 he t errain or to support t he wooden bridg-e of a prub able harbour facility.  

The cliggings earricd out on•r ln81 - 1!)8;) rcwaled t he outer dPfonce syst p 1 n  o f  the for­
tress. On Uw wcst, a h!'rnw wit h t hn·c phases ( eorresponding to l!'vels 5, 8 and l O ) ,  a ditcb ( in 
use on the same levC'ls ) , t hPn a first, wall i n  which 1 wo lewls could he ascertained ( 5 and 8 ) , a 
new cl itch ,  and finally a S<'coml wall irlrntical i n st rueturc wit h 1 he first wcrc fou nd. 

H esearch carried out on t.lw soutlwrn sicle, from t he to\wr to warcls tlw P x t crior, discon�red 
a tl-levcl bC'rme, a clitc h, a wall (kn'ls !I and 8) ,  a moment wlwn a uew diieh was dug from level 10. 
\Valls 2 ,  ;� arul ;) :wparated by tlw l'PSpectiw ditclws Sl'em to have becu i uitfated on lcvel 5,  
aud b uilt later o n ,  on level 8.  Although w e  an• not i n  a position yet to make a corrclat ion be­
tween thc t wo situations ( t he numbPr of walls i n  the sout hern area is gr<.>ater than i n  the western 
one ) , wc shoul<l remark that in both C<1:-il':-i1 after the second wall, an extramural settlement was 
a8certa incd, corresponding to levcls !) - 10. 
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