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Sieht man schlieBlich iiber manche Ungenauigkeilen
hinweg — wie beispiclsweise dic (S. 144) erwihnte Umsied-

lung von 50000 Gelen, dic anslatt Aclius Calus irrt{imlich
dem Cornelius Lentulus zugeschricben wird, oder dic (S. 143)
falschlich Rolos, Dapiges und Zirakos genannten Geten-
kénlge, die bei Cassius Dio (L1, 26, 1; 26, 2 ; 20, 5—6) IRho-

les, Dapyx und Zyraxes heillen — so soll diese der modernen
kritischen Betrachtungsweise entsprechende historische
Auswerlung von Ovids Exil-Werk, insofernes sich um Grund-
silzliches mehr als um historische Einzelhciten handelt, nur
uncingeschriikt begriillt werden.

Eniilia Dorufiu-Boild

L. GOUNAROPOUILOU, M. B. HATZOPOULOS, Les milliaires de la voie Egnatienne entre Héra-
clée des Lyncestes et Thessalonique, Melelemata, I, Centre de Recherches de 'antiquité grecque
et romaine. Fondation Nationale de la recherche scientifique, Athénes, 1985 [Diffusion De
Brocard, I’aris] 106 S., XIII Taf. und 2 Karten

Dicser crsle Beitrag aus ciner Iicihe von Studien iiber
diec Inschriften Makedoniens ist den Mellensteinen der Via
Egnalia gewidmet. Is gehort zum in Ausfithrung befindlichen
Projekt der Veroffentliichung des drillen und vierten Teils
des Korpusses gricchischer und laleinischer Inschriften.
Daliir sind crst umflangreiche Vorarbeilen geleistet worden,
wozu Ilecherchen in Museen und Sammiungen sowile histo-
risch-geographische Untersuchungen gchiren.

Der weslliche Teil der Via Egnatia wurde zuerst von
Polybius (34, 12, 2 a, 8) mit dicsem Namen genannt und
beschricben. Zur belreffenden Stelle bei PPolybius wurden
verschiedentlich Vorbehalte geiuBert. Doch konnte durch
verschicdene Funde und Enldeckungen des illtesten Meilen-
steins, der den Namen des Prokonsuls Cn. Egnatius triigt,
sowohl Name wic Liinge des beschricbenen Abschnilts (267
Mellen) bestiitigt werden.

Die nach 1981 von den Verfassern durchgeliihrten Unter-
suchungen haben [iir den Abschnilt Heraklia — Thessalo-
nik zu ciner betriichtlichen Zunahme des cpigraphischen
Malerials gefiihrt. Im Vergleich zum Kalalog von P. Collart
(BCH 100, 1976, S. 177—200), wo fiir denselben Abschnilt
5 Steine mit 12 Inschriften vermerkt sind, ist der heute bekann-
te Bestand auf 13 Mecilensteine mit 25 epigraphischen Tex-
ten angestiegen.

Die Meilensteine der makedonischen Epoche, auf dencn
die Entfernungen in Stadiecn angegeben sind, zeigen, daB dic
romische Stralle aul derselben Trasse verliel. Mit wenigen
Ausnahmen, besonders aus der Zeit des Kaisers Konstantin,
tragen dic romischen Mecilensteinc griechische Inschriften.
Fiir das Vorkommen an derselben Stelle von zwei oder meh-
reren Meilensteinen mit identischer Beschriftung geben dic
Verfasser dic Erklarung, dal3 vor ciner grolleren Stadt zwei
gleiche Steine rechts und links des Weges aulgestellt waren.
Es wurden aber auch 3, 4 und 5 Steine mit gleichem Text
gefunden, ein Indiz, da besonders scit Seplimius Severus
die Meilensteine zu ,,Dedikationssteine’’ geworden sind, eine
Abart dle im spiiten Imperium noch hiiufiger s:in wird.
Aus demselben Grunde wurden bestehende Steine mit dem
Namen des momentanen Herrschers beschriftet. (Ahnliche

Sitluationen in der Dobrudscha wurden durch Einsammeln
der Steine in ciner spiatercn Zeit zwecks anderwirtiger Ver-
wendung erklirt).

Nach dem ausfiihrlich kommentlicrten Inschriftenkatalog
folgt eine kurze Schlullfolgerung, wo im haufigen Vorkommen
von Meilensteinen aus dem 4. Jh. auf cinem cng begrenzten
Raum kein Indiz ciner zunehmenden Bauliitigkcit sondern
cher cin Zeichen der Kdmpfe um die Macht geschen wird.
Die Dedikationen in Dativ und Akkusativ (dic in griechischen
Texten vorherrschen) zeigen, dal dic entsprechenden Stras-
senabschnilte von lokalen Gemeinschaften gebaut wurden,
cine Annahme die meislens auch fir Dedikationen im Nomi-
nativ gilt.

Was dic Bezugspunkle fir dic Berechnung der Entfer-
nungen auf der Via Egnatia anbetrifft, wird auf zwei Systeme
von capila viarum hingewiesen ; das einec bei Dyrrachium und
cin andcres das von der jeweiligen Stadt ausgeht, dic mit
der Beschriftung und Sectzung des Mellensteins betraut
war. Die Auloren vertrelen die Ansicht, dal dic aus Dyrra-
chium, ausgchendc Zihlung der Entfernung in milia passuumn
nicht durch das zweile von den jeweiligen Stiidlen ausgchende
System iiberlagert wird. Letzteres bildet cine Nummeric-
rung der Meilensteine durch Gleichsetzung der Bezeichnung
wlitov mit dem Meilenstein selbst. Die Bedcutung dieser
Bezifferung wird mit der Begrenzung des Stadgebictes in
Zusammenhang gebracht.

Nach einer liingeren Zusammenfassung in Ncu-Griechisch,
folgen ausfiihrliche Verzeichnisse und Tafel mit Aufnahmen von
Landschaflten, wo hecute noch die Spuren der Via Egnatia zu
sehen sind. Anderc Abbildungen gelten der Meilensteine und
ihrer Inschriften. Zwei niitzliche Landkarten vervollstdn-
digen die Illustration.

Mit dieser Verdffentlichung der Meilensteine vom west-
lichen Teil der Via Egnatia haben die Verfasser einen wert-
vollen Beitrag zur Sammlung und Wiederveroffentlichung
der Inschriften des antiken Makedoniens gelcistet. Es bleibt
zu hoffen, daB die angemeldeten Teilbinde bald erscheinen
werden.

Emilia Dorufiu-Boila

KURT HOREDT, Siebenbiirgen im Friihmittelalter, Abh. zur Vor-und Friihgeschichte, zur klas-
sischen und provinzialrémischen Archéologie und zur Geschichte des Altertums: Antiquitas,
Reihe 3 (Serie 4—), Bonn, HABELT VERLAG, 1986, 225 pages + 12 plates.

Professor K. Horedl's work Sicbenbiirgen im Frihmittel-
alter, Bonn, 1986, published in the Abhandlungen zur Vor-
und Frihgeschichte, zur klassischen und provinzial-rémi-
schen Archiologie und zur Geschichle des Alterlums, Anti-
quitas, Relhe 3, which was founded by A. Alféldi, represents
toa greatl exient, a synthesis of the author's already expressed?!

1 K. Horedt, Contribujii la isloria Transilvaniei in sec.
IV—XIII, Bucureyli, 1958: idem, Unlersuchungen :zur
Friihgeschichle Siebenbilrgens, Bucuresli, 1928 ; idem, Sieben-
dilrgen in spit-romanischer Zeit, Bucuresti, 1982.

points of view on the history of Transylvania from the 3rd
4th centuries to the 13th century.

For instance, Lhe hislory of Transylvania is permanently
trcaled in a narrow provincial perspeclive, while the fact
that some problems, aspects and processes arc characteristic
for Lhe entire territory from the Carpathians lo the Danube
and which are not specific to Transylvania alone is being
ignored.

Above all, the novelty of the book consisls in Lhe use it
makes of Lhe linguistic molivation in addition to the histo-
rical and archaeological ones, see chapters Sprachwissenschaft-
liche Feststellungen (p. 1068 and ff.) and Das Kontinuitadtpro-
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blem (p. 170 and [[.), conlinuing an idea already presenled
in Lthe aulhor's paper flie Volker Siidostcuropas im 6. bis S.
Juhrhundert. Probleme und Ergebnisse published in Lthe volume
Dic YValker Siidosteuropas im 6. bis 8. Jahrhundert (Siidosleu-
ropa Jahrblicher, 17, Niinchen, 1987, p. 11 and ff.). The
olher novelly which the book brings is Lthe altempt to recon-
sider lhe relalive and absolule chronology of Lhe hislorical
period brought forward by the author, suggesling solulions
which from lhe historical and archacological poinl of view
seem lo suil Lhe subjecl Dbelter.

It is not the aim of Lhis review to cover all Lthe problems
raised by the leclure of prof. K. loredl's lalesl synlhesis.
Bul it scems importantl that we should point lo some ideas
in his work which are not substantiated well cnough.

It is doublful whether the beginnings of the Early Middle
Ages could be daled somewhere around the end of the Ath
cenlury and the early 5th century. In this case, the crilerion
taken inlo accounl, namely the Huns’invasion and lhe lre-
mendous role played by the Germanic tribes, is no longer
working.

It is obvious thal nobody can deny eilher Lhe confusion
caused by the IHuns’invasion or the effects produced by the
Golhs’ movement lo Lhe Soulh of the Danube.

IBut lhese cvenls are not concomilant with the Roman
Tompire’s decline, thal is, the end of the Antiquity, not cven
afler Alaric’s triumphs in Italy or after the Goths’ settling
down as foederales in Thracia, Pannonia or Soulh Gallia.

Anyway, nowadays, hisloriography makes no longer use
of such a criterion in order to indicate the transilion from
one hislorical epoch lo anolher.

Such a complex subjecl claims the use of a wide range of
molivations, including the military and polilical ones.

I3ut, taking inlo account only a single defining clement,
confusion hecomes more cvident, especially when the author
suggests a double solulion for Lhe dating of the West Roman
Empire’s decline 2 or for the beginning of the Byzantine
Empire 3.

\What is shocking, indeed, is the lack of a complete over-
lapping in he lerminology used for an epoch, the outstandling
polilical and military elements, and lhe aspects of material
culture.

IFor inslance, Lhe lerm Slawische Zeil covers not onlyv a
very long period of time, but also a variely of cultural and
political aspecls which can not be subordinated lo a unique
criterion. 'I'wo examples scem to be enough in order to slress
upon the difficullies raised by the adopted solutions.

For example, whal the author calls the Gimbas Grouyp of
Lhe Slav period (p. 66 and f[) is in fact a dislinct cullure belon-
ging lo Lhe oulstanding military and political clement of Lthe
enlire arca from the castern Carpathians to Pannonia 4.

As a consequence, this fact should have delermined lhe
choice of lerminology and not vice-versa.

And il the Blandiana Group (p. 72 and [f) represents the
cxtension of the Prolo-BBulgarian Empire in Transylvania,
as prol. K. IToredt puls il, that means that the period of Lime
referred to should have been belter called rhe DBulgarische
Zeit, in order to distinguish between an oulstanding South
Slavonic group and other Slavonic enclaves, as for example
the Ciumbrud Group (p. 78 and [I).

Anyvway, these two examples, which could be [ollowed
by others as well, call our attention to the real difficultics
we are faced with in archacological research when slarting
from strict material facts, especiallv when aiming to slale
precisely the elhnical origin of a cullural context and to
reconstitute fragments of the political or elhnical hislory of
a given terrilory.

* 476 : Romulus Augustus’landing, 9 May 480 : Dealh
of Julius Nepos in Salona.
3 The oscillalion between the reign of Juslinian and that

of lleraclius (629) which replaces lhe old Roman Imperial
litle by that of basilcus.

4 1L belongs lo lhe series of monuments altribuled to
some groups of mounted nomads, namely the Avars.

It is obvious in the case that the choice was made in view
of a unique idea — namely, the calastrophic effecl produceil
by the Slavs’invasion in Transylvania and Lhe incorporalion
ol ils lerrilory and population into the vasl mass of Slavonic-
language specakers. ’

In fact, even prof. I Ilored! admits thal in that stage,
like in the previous one, lhe Germanic one “Germanische
Zeit” (p. 7 and [f), the cullural environment was far more
complex, and any atlempt al Dbringing il lo a common
denominalor may lead lo false conclusions. The stalement
becomes ev-en more clear il we appeal lo an obvious exampte
which underlines the exisling difficullies. ’

IFor instance, Lhe last form of selllement no. 1 in Bratei8,
daled to about the second hall of the 6lh century and the
beginning of the 7th cenlury, bears some cultural [eatures
which prove the Slavonic influence bul which can not be
obviously traced in Lhe cemelery placed 300 m away, allri-
buled, according Lo ils characterislics, to the ‘lords of the
salt’, and we may say thal, despile ils topography, it did not
lead to signilicanl loans or conlacts.

Naturally, we would ask oursclves which clhnical groups
do these two communilies belong to, and to what extent Lhe
presence of some allogencous clements, regardless of their
political stalus, was so overwhelming as to operale visible
changes, not only' upon Lthe malerial culture but also upon
the clhnical and even biological struclure of a given geogra-
phic area®.

The situation in Bratei calls our allention Lo Lhe coha-
bitalion phenomena wilhin some communilies over small
arcas which essenlially differ from Lhe viewpoinl of their cul-
tural herilage and lhe exlernal influences exerled upon them.

BBut, whal conlribules even more lo the [alse piclure
already created, is the permanenl reference to some incom-
pletely known archacological piles.

In most of these cases we can nol speak aboul a delibe-
rale choice but about a nalural result of lhe present stage of
researches.

Objective reasons prevenl us form recrealing the whole
diversily of some well-known cullural environments on the
territory of this country.

IFor instance we are nol acquainled with the funeral
monuments belonging to the banal stage of sclllements no. 1
and 2 in Bratei. That is lo say, itis not possible to reconsti-
lute the evolulion of funeral praclices belween the moment
represenled by cemelery no. 1in Bralei ¥ and that which prof.
IK. Tloredt calls the Medias Group®.

To what exlent did fundamenlal changes lake place in
this ficld is simply- a malter of conjeclure.

The clear-cut distinclion between inhumation, an outsland-
ing rile from the 4th cenlury to the 7th century, and cremation
or the co-existence of the Lwo forms from the 7th cenlury until
the 10th century or even until the 11th century in the exlra-
Carpathian terrilories is based on the comparison made
between the cemeleries and Lhe tombs belonging to some out-
slanding Germanic or inlernational groups and the cemeleries
of some communilies which had inherited tolally different
tradilions — Roman, JRomanic or possibly Slav: ones.

That is to say, a complelely false crilerion. We may
speak about a double mistake. On the one hand, the method
is wrong because it makes use of comparisons and references
which lead one lo hislorical conclusions derived from facts
which can not supply olher information than those capable
of defining incompletely in most cases, some conlemporary
or successive cullures.

On the other hand, it is a queslion of erroneous oullook
as Lhe aim ol this argument is not to clarily things butto

3 Based on some iron arrows shaped like a swallow’s
Lail in bone combs witlh four row of cogs, and with a handle
decorated with animal stylised heads, buckle of the Corinth
type im the 6lh—7lh cenluries.

6 \e take into consideralion prof. G. Schramm’s Siidosl-
europa Jahrbiicher, 17, Miinchen, 1987, p. 85 and II.

7 L. Birzn, Conlinuilalea populafici aulollone in
silvania in -secelele IV —YV, Bucuresti, 1973,

8 K. Iloredt, Siebenbiirgen, p. 60.

Tran-
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demonstrale a preconception. in this case the groundlessness
of the Roman conlinuily North of Lhe Danube.

The basic mislake consisls in the permanent lendency lo
define groups and cullural conlexts in spile of the flimsiness
and'the indefinile characler of the elements which the demons-
Lration is bhased on.

This is the case wilh the Sfinlu (thcorghe cullure?, a
concepl based on Lhe discovery of some col Lages in 1lirman 17
and of a lomb, in facl Sintana [rom Sflinlu Gheorghe — Epres-
telo . These clemeuts are lolally insufficient lo prove scien-
Lifically the peculiar cullural evolution in the Last of ‘Transyl-
vania even afler 275,

The reasons for which cemelery no. 1 in Bralei was rcin-
cluded in this complex 2 were the external fealures, because
according to the rile and ils funcral clemenls, this monument
would rather belong to the weslern characlerislics of Transyl-
vania.

The same obscnre silnalion appears when an allenmpl
was made {o define the ethnical Dbelonging of the complex
allributed to the post-Sintana period and to the group 1—1V
wilhin the Germanische Zeil13.

It is obvious (hal overlooking the evenls which look
place in lhe arcas oulside the Carpalhians lhrows a delusive
light upon the realily of ‘I'ransylvania.

Because, no maller whether there is or nol a probabilily
thal some Vizigolh groups, mighl have separaled from lhe
large mass of Lhe Golhs who asked for assylum in the IEmpire
and look parl in the Golhs'adventure in the Wesl, il is clear
cenough hat the last ¢uarter of the 4Lh cenlury does nol
record, from Lhe archacological and historical viewpoinl any
monumenl which could be altributed to Lhis hesitaling
people.

On Lhe other hand, all the archacological rescarches,
especially those looking into funcral mallers, daling from
the 4th—>5th centuries until the first half of the 6Lh cenlury 1
limit themselves to some isolaled lombs, groups of tombs
aud small cemeleries.

In all the cases, by means of rilual delails, the nature of
offerings, the flamboyance of personal garments and objecls
ol harness or by some parlicular customs underlining the social
status.of a person, Lhe deformalion of the skull or even by
onomaslics1®, we can perceive an oulslanding stralum,
polyethnical or’ cosmopolile, which gravilates cilher around
the IHuns’spheie of influence or arounc the imperial courl's
influence. :

- This tendency of lhe archacological facl lo avoid any
allempt al being defined ethnically is underlined by prof.
K. ‘Horedt, 10019 What remains outside this thin and [rail
horizon jooks like a net with very large meshes, represented
by enscndbles: differing in structure and inheriled -cullural
background, fell in the funcral traditions preserved in ceme-
tery nu. 1 in Bralei and in lhe selllements (the early a-b
phasc) in DBratei; Sighisoara'?, Taga from the inside areas
of the Carpathians, in Ciresanui!®, Coslisa-Botosana!? elc.,

oulside [he Carpathians. Within all these ensembles there is’

a tendency  lo enstrangement from the provincial Roman
brekground or from the inherited Dacian one, and a lendency

% ldem, Siebenbiirgen, Bucuresli, 1982, from p. 70.
Idem, Siebenbiirgen, Bonn, 1986, from p. 2.

¥ AL Marcu, Cumidava, 1973, [rom p. 45.

1t Z. Szekely, Aluta 1, 1969, p. 71.

14 K. Horedt, Siebenbiirgen, Bucuresti, 1982, from p. 81.

14 Idem, Siebenbiirgen, Bonn, 1986, p. 14 and If; for Lhe
argument regarding the period see R. Harhoiu, Dacia, N.S.,
31, 1987, p. 119 and fI ’

1 J. Werner, Beitriige -ur Archiologie des Allila Reiches
Miinchen, 1956, p. 5.

15 K. Iloredl, Sicbenbiirgen, Bonn, 1986, p. 21, regarding
no. 1 in Apahida.

16 Ibidem, p. 20 and ff.

17 (ih. Ballag, Marisia, 9, 1979, p. 17 and [T,

18 V. Teodorescu, Anuarul Muzeului de Islorie si Arheo-
logie, Prahova, 1, 1984, p. 11 and [f.

19 ). Gh. Teodor, Civilizafia romanicd la est de. Carpafi

in sec. V'—VII e.nn., Bucuresti, 1984, p. 63 and If.

to assimilaling some allogenons cullural elements as well
as a gradual decrease of the contacls wilh the Roman and
Byzanline civilisation. We may admit that the last striking
characleristic of the 5lth—6th cenluries, gives us a hint for
distingnishing belween Lhe allogens, who were on special
lerms with the Empire and the Daco-1tomans or the Dacians
who had an inferior sltalus thal no longer gave them a free
access lo Lhe Romano-Byzanline cueltural values.

A miore allentive and delailed judgemenl may help us
find obvious crileria able Lo distinguish belween natives and
allogens, instead of conlinuing a hypolhelical search for
Lhe nalives under or antong 20 the Germanic or cosmopolile
groups, cspecially when sludies of conlrastive anlhropology
can nol be oullined y-cl among other Lhings because of the
scarcily of the osleological material excavated so far.

This idea does nol clude Lhe fact that Lthe Daco-Romans
and Lhe [rec Daciaps lived in allogenous environmenls.

The problem is whelher Lhis cohabitalion does or nol
represent Lhe unique solulion for the nalives'conlinuily in
thal arca.

Such an approach would throw lighl also upon the process
of gradual changes, which was idenlified in the area from lhe
Carpathians lo the Danube during the stage preceding lhe
Avar-Slav invasion and during the next slage, when a consi-
derable mass of Slavs gradually moved lowards Lhe Danube,

These are shocking changes il we use as clemenls of com-
parison lhe Gepidae cemeleries and those prior lo the Sla-
vonic anliquily acknowledged for the moment only in lhe
provinces oulside lhe Carpathian Mounlains, but which,
from such a perspeclive, naturally insert themselves becoming
part of the gradual changes which ended in the period he-
Lween the 6th—7th centnries and in the first half of the 7th
centnry.

This idea does nol deny the cullnral decline or the relurn
to some prehistorical aspects of life caused by (he Slavs’
invasion and their setlling down in the south of the Danube,
dislocatling a large mass ol Lalin nalive speakers 2!, practi-
cally breaking lhe linguistic unily which existed North of
the Balkans, or causing even the dispersion of some Greek
nalive speakers 22,

The so-called Balkan linguistic unily was broken, with
the only dilference that at the archaeological level the catas-
lrophic image, as it- appears wilh prof. K. Horedl 23 and
Gi. Schramm 2, is blurred when laking into account some
comparable clements.

Nevertheless, these problems require a complex and lact-
ful approach and some explanations arc needed. But we
cannot find a way oul eilher simply by multiplying hypotheses
unsupporled by any cerlain facls or by using arbltrarily
linguistic molivations.

For inslance, prof. K. [1oredl miakes usc of the alternative
that the Slavs fourid in Transylvania, in the 7th century,
Germans or possibly Romans, or maybe, to be sure, Daclans
who were in short Lime assimilated, the Daco-Slavs being
also incorporated among the Romanians who migrated some-
where in the South of the Danube in the 9th—10th conturles
due to the political environment created by Lhe outstanding
extension of Lthe Bulgarian:czardom. The motivalions seem to
be of a linguistic nature rather than an archaeological one.

In lact, we can speak aboul the Dacians’ presence, which
has becn definelly acknowledged due to archaeological proofs
eilther in primary contexls (the [ree Dacians) % or secondary
ones (lhe province's civilisation 2 or the allogenous ensem-

0 JX. Horedt admits a possibility of Lhe Romans’ survival
only under the form of partially melting in the mass of the
allogens.

21 S, . Bernslein, Gramalica comparatd a limbilor slaoe,
Bucuresti, 1963, p. 76 and .

22 Ibidem, p. 77.

23 K. Horedt, op. cil., p. 171 and [f.

2 (. Schramm, op. cil., p. 85 and II.

2 Gh. Bichir, Gelo-Dacii din Muntenia in epoca romand,
Bucuresli, 1984, p. 104 and [[.; N. Vlassa, SCIV, 16, 1965,
3, p. 500 and II.

26 Bratei, in cemelery no. 1; Sighisoara — Lhe levels from
the 3rd—4th cenluries, Ilirman, Verbita.
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bles of the Spantov?? or Birlad-- Valea Scaci lype ) a
presence which is obvious until the end of the 4Lh century,
.possibly until the beglnning of the 5th century.

Except for some tradltions in pollery and maybe some
unidentified archacological aspects **, the presence of lthe
Dacians can no longer be Uraced beginning with (he H1h
cenlury.

It is obvious lhal o one can deny the possibility thal
some marginal groups which had earlier come inlo contact
wilh the Slavs, and for a longer period of time, were finally
assimilaled. Subscquenlly, relating the siluation in Birlsd —
Valea Scacd lo some informalion we possess®®, enlilles us Lo
considering thal lthe frec Dacians in Moldavia or those in
Lthe cast of Munlenia accustomed themsclves to the Gothle
lifestyle, and were, more or less, assimilated by other soclal,
polllical or military allogenous slructures 1,

But, for the lRomanians, these groups of Dacians did nol
malter because Lhey had entirely losl their physiognomy and
melted wilhin a complelely foreign clhnical entity.

What Is still imporlant for the fate of the Roman world
north of the Danube is those Dacians who were Romanized
as part of a process concluded, according Lo the archacological
discoveries, by lhe end of the 4th century.

To use linguislic data, In order lo support lhe idea thal
the cnlire Transyvlvania was lolally Slavonized and Lhal only
beginning wilh the 9th and 10lh centurics a Roumanization
process had been luking place, represents not only a hazar-
dous attempt which lacks a solid argumenlation, but also
an cxemple ol mistifying facts.

I‘or instance, Lhe tolal Slavonlzation of Transylvania (we
may add of the entlre territory between the Carpathiaus and
the Danube) in the 7th—9th cenluries is not supporled by any
concrele proofs of course. Neilher could it he. Generally
speaking, the oldest Slavonlc language monuments are not
prior lo the 9Lh—10lh cenluries.

IL is a mere hypolhesis basccd on elements of a glollis
chronology which are doubtful since in the Romanian lan-
guage Lhere arc no terms which can be pertinently attributed
to the periods which had preceded the change of liquid vow-
cls, a phenomenon dated to around 800 32.

Anyway the main argument on which prof. K. Horedt
based his work, namely the presence of nasal vowels in topo-
nomy and hydronomy, is groundless.

The phenomenon -mentioned by prof. Em. Petrovicl 33,
‘used more or less exactly by prof. K. Horedt, does not have
a very strict chronology. Its beginnings can not be specified
because the Slavonic languages were not recorded in any
written form until the 9th century. But it is sure lhat the
phenomena could be found In all the Slovenic languages by
that time 33,

The. evolution- was not synchronous, the nasalisation of
the vowels disappsaring in the 10th century with the excep

-9 B Mitrea~C. Preda, Necropole din secolul al IV-lca,
Bucuresti, 1968, p. 22, lig. 19/2, p. 214 ; Gh. Diaconu, Thraco-
.Dacica, 1, 1976, p. 309 and ff.

¥ In order to preserve somec poltery helonging to the
‘Dacians, in Ipotesti-Cindesti contexts : S. Dolinescu-Ferche,
Dulceanca, Bucuresti, 1974, p. 128 and ff.; Dan Gh. Teodor,
Dodesti-Vaslui, lasi. 1981, p. 126 and [f.; idem, Botosana,
p- 63 and .

29 The Carpalho-Gothic coalilion.

30 Wilh lcspcgt to Lhe specific lype of lhc inlegration
phcenomena in an allogenous cnvironment see: M. Rouche
Peregrinatio gothica, Polonia, 8%/85, 1986, p. 386 and ff.

31 K. Horedt, op. cil., p. 106 and f and 171 and ff.

32 Gh. Mihdila, Imprumuturi vechi sud-slave in limba
romand, Bucuresti, 1960 ; 1dem, Studii de lexicologie si islorie

tion of the Bulgarian language where Lhe process conlinued
until the 13th cenlury cven the 14th century 4. Besldes, the
toponymy and h}dl‘on} my which preserve the nasal vowels
nmentioned by prof. KKm. Pelrovici arc not all originating
from Transylvania, but also from Banal 25 or Munlenia %°.
P'rof. Pelrovici himsell calls our allention lo the fact Lhat
he included Lhe Banat also in the ex-Austrian province.

A second idea developed by prof. K. 1loredt, using well-
known arguments, is Lhal of the Balkan linguistic unily and
of the Daco-Romanian formalions Soulh of Llhe Danube.

Two delails seem strange. The caiculation made on p.109
galhers logether in an unusal manner all the baslc words
from all the Romanian dialects and from Albanian ; by means
of a completlely arbilrary summation therc resulls a southern
preponderence in the language substratum (120— 123 words)?7.

It scems thal prof. K. 1loredl overlooks the fact that It
is nol possible to make such general judgements, and that
it is necesary to distingulsh between aspects which are com-
mon lo all the dialcets, Lhose that are characteristlc of the
Daco-Roemanian language only and of other dialect % forms
common lo Albanian and to Daco-Romanian, ete.

A more accuralerescarch, Laking Into acount all the details,
would have revealed that only 1/3 of the words in Lhe
sublralum bhelong to the Daco-RRomanian language, the rest
being uncqually divided between the southern dialects 82,
and that not even by summing lhls southeru stock can we
arrlve at the aulhor's figures.

A sccond detail consisls of a reference made Lo D. Onclul
in order Lo support Lhe idea of the IRomanlans'migration to
the South of the Danube.

No doubt, the reference i a quolalion from memory,
Olherwise he would have remembered that D. Onclu *
makes a clear-cul distinclion belween the admligrations causled

by the Slavs'invasion in the Balkans or the Lransmulallon of
Roman prisoners North of the Danube and the mass migra-
tion of the Daco-Romanians.

I1e also rejecls calegorically Lhe idca Lhal thesc larger
or smaller groups of admigrated Romanized population
played any fundamental role in the Romanlans'ethnogenesis
At the most, he admits that they strenglhened the Romanity
North of the Danube, considering that outside this arca the
birth of the Romanian people is unconceivable.

Starling from thesc problems raised by prof. K. Horedt's
work we can conclude that one assumes a great risk attempt
ing an approach to such a complex and delicate field like
ethnogenesis by using groundless and unchecked hypotheses.

It is far better to admit existing difficulties, and the need
for further researches and pluridiscipllnary studies Instead
of trying to mystify already avallable data to serve some
preconceived points of view.
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a lingoislicii romanegti, Bucuresti, 1973 ; 1. Colcanu-M. Sala
p- 118 and If.

33 Em. Petrovici, Balcania, 6, 1943, p. 498 and [f. Balca-
nia, 7, 1944, p. 474 and ff. Balcania, 8,.1945, p. 228 and ({.
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35 Lindina in the former Caras county.
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37 Sce the latest synthesis of I. I. Russu, Elnogeneza
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©

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro / http://www.daciajournal.ro





