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Sieht man schlielllich i.iber manchc Cngenauigke i len 
hinweg - wie bcispiclsweise dic (S. 1 44) erwl\hnte Cmsied-
lung von 50 OOO Gclen, dlc anslult  Acllus Calus irrlilmlich 
dem Cornellus Lcnlulus zugcschricbcn wlrd, odcr dlc (S .  1 4:J) 
fiilschlich Holus, Dupiges u n d  Zirakos gcuanntcn Gelcn­
kiiulgc, die bei Cassius Viu ( L I, 26, l ; 26, 2 ; 20, 5- 6) Hhu-

Ies, Dapyx und Zyraxes heiDen - so soli diese der modcrncn 
kritischen Betrachtungsweise entsprechende historische 
Auswerlung von Ovlds Exil-Werk, i nsolernes sieh u m  Gruncl­
sil lzliches mehr als u m  historischo Elnzelhciten handclt, nur 
uncingcschră kt bcgrlillt werden. 

Emilia Dorufiu- Boi/ă 

L. GOUNAROPOUiiOU, 1\1. B. HATZOPOULOS, Les milliaires de la voie Egnatienne entre Hera­
clce des L.IJncestes et Thessalonique, l\Ieletemata, I,  Centre de Recherches de l'antiquite grecquc 
et roma.inc. Fondation Nationale de la recherche scientifique, Athenes, 1985 [Diffusion De 
Brocard , Paris] 106 S . ,  XIII Taf. und 2 Karten 

Vi cser crsle Beilrag aus cincr Hcihc vun S ludicn liber 
die Inschrlrten l\lakcduuicns ist dcn l\lellenslcincn dcr Via 
Egnatia gewidmcl. Es gchiirl zum in Ausflihrung bcrindlicheu 
Projekt dcr \"criifrcn tlichung des dri llen und vierlcn Tcils 
des Korpusscs gricd1ischcr und la lcinisch<'r Inschriflen . 
Dafiir sind crsl umfangrcichc Yurarb<'ilcn geleislct wordcn, 
wozu Hechcrchcn in :\lusccn uud Sa111111lu11gcn sowlc hislo­
risch-geogrnphischc L"n l<'rsuchungen gehiircn. 

Dcr wes llichc Teii dcr Via Egnatia wurdc zucrsl \'Oli 
Polybius (:J4, 1 2, 2 a, 8) m i t  dicscm Namcn gcuannl unei 
beschricbcn. Zur brlrcfreu den Slcllc L>ci Pulybius wurden 
verschiedcnllich \"orbehaltc gcău llcrt. Docl1 konntc durch 
vcrschicclcne Funde und En ldcckungen des illlcstcn llleilen-
5leins, dcr dcn Namcn des Prokonsuls Cn. Egnallus triigt, 
sowohl Namc wic Liingc des bcschrlcbcncn Abschnllts (267 
Mellen) bcslătigt wcrdcn. 

Die nuch 1 981  von dcn Ycrfassern durchgcflihrlen Un ler­
suchungen haben fi.ir den Abschn i l t Herakliia - Thessalo­
nik zu ci ncr belriichtlichen Zunahme des cpigraphisehen 
Ma lerials geflihrt. Im Yergleich zum K a lalog von P. Collart 
(BCH 100, 1 976, S.  1 77 - 200), wo fi.ir dcnsell>en Abschnilt 
5 Sleine mit 1 2  Inschriflcn vermerkl sind, ist  der heutc bekann­
te Bestand aur 1 3  Meilcnslcine mit 25 epigraphisehen Tex­
ten angestiegen. 

Vie l\leilensleine der makedonischen Epocile, auf dencn 
die Entfernungcn in Stadicn angegeben sind, zeigen, dall die 
romische Stralle auf derselben Trassc vcrlief. !Iri t wenigen 
Ausnahmen, bcsonders aus der Zei t des Kaisers Konstantin, 
tragen dic riimischen Meilensteinc griechische Inschriften. 
Filr das Yorkommen an dcrselben Stelle von zwei oder meh­
reren l\leilensteinen mit identischer Beschriftung geben die 
Verfasser die Erklărung, dalJ vor einer griillcren Stadt zwei 
gleiche Steine rechts und links des Weges aufgestellt warcn. 
Es wurden abcr auch 3, 4 und 5 Stcine mit gleichem Text 
gefunden, ein Jndiz, dall bcsonders scit Seplimius Severus 
dle Meilensteine zu „Dedikationssteine" geworden sind, eine 
Abart dle im spaten Impcrium noch hiiufigcr s:in wird. 
Aus demselben Grunde wurden bcstehende Steine mi t dem 
Namen des momentanen Herrschers beschriftet. (Ahnliche 

Si luatlonen in dcr Dobrudscha wurden durch Elnsammeln 
der Sleine in einer spătercn Zei t zwecks anderwărtlgcr Ver­
wendung erklil.rl). 

Nach dem aus flihrlich kommenlicrlen Inschriftenkatalog 
folgt eine kurzc Schlullfolgerung, wo im hăufigen Vorkommen 
\'Oli Meilensteinen aus dem 4. Jh. auf einem cnl( begrenzteu 
Haum kein Indiz einer zunehmenden Bau llitigkclt sondern 
eher cin Zeichen dcr Kampfe um die Mach t geschcn wird. 
Dlc Dedikationcn in Dativ und Akkusallv (di c in grlechischen 
Tcxlcn vorhcrrschcn) zeigen, dall dic entsprechendcn Slras­
senabschni lle von lokalen Gcmeinschuften gebaut wurden, 
cine Annahme die meislens auch flir Dedikalionen Im Nomi­
nativ gilt. 

Was dic Uezugspunkle fi.ir dic Berechnung der Entrer­
nungen aur der Viu Egnatia unbetriflt, wlrd auf zwei Systeme 
von capi/a viarum hingewiesen ; das einc bei Dyrrachium u n ei  
cin andcres d a s  v o n  d e r  jeweiligen S t a d t  ausgeht, d i c  m i t  
d e r  Heschriflung u n d  Sctzung d e s  Mellensteins hetraut 
war. Vie Au loren vertrelcn die Ansicht, dall dic aus Dyrra­
chium, ausgchendc Zahlung der En lfcrnung in mi/ia passuwn 
nicht durch das zweitc von den jeweiligen SUid len ausgchende 
System ilberlagert wird. Letzteres bildct cine Nummeric­
rung der llleilenslelne dureh Gleiehsetzung der Bezeichnung 
µ!ALO\I mit dem Meilenstein selbst. Dic Bedcu tung diescr 
Bezifferung wird m i t  der Begrenzung des Stadgebielcs i n  
Zusammenhang gebracht. 

Nach einer lăngeren Zusammenfassung in Ncu-Griechisch, 
folgen ausflihrliche Vcrzcichniss� und Tafel mit Aufnahmen von 
Landschaften, wo heute noch die Spuren der Via Egnatia zu 
sehen sind. Andere Abbildungen gelten der l\leilensteinc u n d  
i hrer Inschriften. Zwei n litzllche Landkarten vcrvollstăn­
digen die Illustration. 

Mit dieser Yeriiffentlichung dcr Meilensleinc vom wcst­
l ichen Teii der \'ia Egnatia haben die Yerfasscr einen wert­
vollen Bei lrag zur Sammlung unei Wiedervcriiffcntliehung 
der Inschriften des antiken Makedoniens gelcislet. Es bleibt 
zu hoffen, dall die angemeldelen Teilbande bald erscheinen 
werden. 

Emilia Dorufiu- Boilă 

l{URT HOREDT, Siebenbtirgen im Frtlhmittelalter, Abh. zur Vor-und Friihgeschichte, zur klas­
sischen und provinzialrt:imischen Archărologie und zur Geschichte des Altertums : Antiquitas, 
Reihe 3 (Serie 4 - ), Bonn, HABELT VERLAG, 1986, 225 pages + 12 plates. 

Professor I<. Hored l's work Sicbe11biirgc11 im Frillm1illc/­
a/lcr, Bonn, 1 986, published l n  the Abhandlungen zur \'or­
u n d  Frlihgeschichtc, zur klassischen und provlnzlal-riimi­
schen A rchăologie und zur Geschlchle des ,\ lterlums, A n li­
qullas, Relhe 3 ,  which was rouuded by A .  Alfiildi, represents 
to o great exten t ,  a 6ynthcsis of thc author's already expre5sed1 

1 K. Hored t ,  Conlribu/ii la istoria Tra11si/11a11iei in sec. 
I V - X I I I, Hu cure ş li,  1 958 : idem, Uni ersuclm ngc11 m r 
FriJhgeschfrM� SiebenbiJrgen.�, Bucureş l i ,  1 1158 ; idem, Sie/Jen· 
l>Urgen in sNăl ·romanischer Zeii, Bucureşti, 1 982. 

poinls or view on thc history or Transylvania rrom lhe 3rd 
4 Lh centurlcs to thc 1 3 L h  cenlury. 

For instance, lhe hlslory or Transylvania is pcrmanently 
treated in o narrow provincial perspeclive, while lhe fact 
that some problems, aspects and processes arc characterislic 
for l he enlire territory from the Carpathians to lhe Danubo 
and which urc not specific to Transylvania alone is belng 
ignored. 

Abo\'e all, the 110\'clly o[ the book consisls in lhe use i t 
mokes of lhe linguistic molivalion in addition to thc hislo­
rlcal and urchaeologlcal ones, see chapters Sprachwissensc/1a{l­
liche Festste/lungen (p. 1 06  and ff.) and Das Kontinuitlltpro-
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/l/rm (p. 1 70 :i n d  f i . ) ,  con l i n u i n g  nn ide:i nlread.v presen lcd 
i n  l h<' ;i u l hor's paprr /Jic \'ulker Siidoslc11ropas im 6. bis 8. 
Jcthrl111 !1dcr/. Probleme 11 11(1 Ergcb11issc pu!JlishC'd i n  lhc vol11111e 
Dic \ ' i;/kcr Siido:;/c11 ro;J11s im 6. bis 8. Jalrr/11111(/erl (Siicloslcu­
ropa .Jahrb:i cllC'r, 17,  ;\hi n chC'n, 1 987, p .  1 1  :inel ff.). The 
o l her 1 1 0\'l' l l�- \\' hich lhl' hook hrings is lh� a l tcmpt to recon­
sider lhc rel a l i w  a n d  absol u t e  chronology or lhc hisl orical 
period hroughl forwarcl hy l hc aut hor, suggcs l i n g  sol u l ions 
w h ieh rrom l hc hist orical and archacological p oi n l  of Yicw 
sre111 Io s u i l  lhe subj C' c l  h c l tcr. 

l t  is nol l hc ai 111 of  l h is rC'\·icw to C'o\·rr all l hc probk 111s 
r.1 ised b�· l hC' kclurc of prof. K .  I !orcd l's la lcsl  syn l hrsis. 
Hul it secms i 1 11porla n l  t hat wc should p o i n t  lo so111c ideas 
in his work which arc not substantia led wcll cnough. 

I l is doublful w hc t her t hc bcginnings o[ t hc Early ;\(iddlc 
:\ l(l'S coulcl bc d a l ccl somewhere around thc cnd of t he Hh 
crnlun- a n cl lllC' ca rh· 5t h cen lurv. ln this casc, lhe crilcrion 
takcn · i n l o  at-coun l ; namcly lh; Huns'i n\'asion and l hc lre­
mendous role playccl hy t hc Germanic tribcs, is n o  longer 
work i n�. 

lt is oh\'ious t ha l  1101.Jody can dcn�· ci l hcr l hc confusion 
t·ausccl h�· l hc I h1ns' i 1 1\·asion or t hc cffcc ts produccd hy t hc 
(lo l l1,• m 0Yc111e11l l o  l he Sou l h  of thc Danubc. 

But lhcsc C\'c n l s  arc not concomi lanl with t hc Homan 
Empirc 's dccline, t ha l  is, t he cnd of thc A n t iqui t�·. n o t  l'\'Cll 
aflcr Alaric's triu111phs in J taly or aftcr t hc Goths' sctt ling 
clow n as foedcra lrs i n  Thracia, Pan nonia or Sou l h  Gallia.  

:\ n�·way, nowadays, his loriography makcs n o  longcr usc 
of su cii a critcrion i n  orclcr to indicate thc transi l ion rrom 
one h i s l orical epoch lo a n o l hcr. 

Such a compkx suhjccl  claims t hc usc of a w i clc rangc of 
111oti\·atio11s� i n cluding thc military ancl pol i lical oncs. 

B u i ,  taking i n l o  account only a single defining clem ent, 
con!usion hccomcs more c\'iclcnt, espccially w hcn t hc au t hor 
suggcsts n doublc solu l i on for l hc dating of t he \\'est Homan 
Empirc's clcc!inc 2 or for t he bcginning of the Byzantinc 
Empirc "· 

\\' hat is shock ing, indcccl, is t hc lack of a complete o\'Cr­
lapping in l h c  lcrmi nology uscd for an cpoch, the outslancli n g  
p ol i l ical a n cl m i l i l ary clcments, a n d  lhe aspects of m aterial 
cui\  u rc. 

For i11sln11 c1', lhc lerm Slawiscl1c Zeii co,·crs not onh· a 
Ycry Iong period or timc, b u t  also a Yaricly of cultural ;nd 
politicn l  aspccls w hich can n o t  b e  subordinntcd l o  a u n i q u c  
critcrion. T w o  cxamples scem to be cnough in order to slrcss 
upon t hc d i rficu!l irs raiscd by t hc adoptcd solutions. 

For cxamplc, \\· hal thc a u t hor calls thc Gîmbaş Groufi of 
lhc Sla\' pl'riocl (p. li6 ancl rr) is in ract a dis l i n c t  cullurc bclon­
gin:;: lo l hc oulslanding m i l i tar�- and politica! clemen t o[ lhc 
enlirc arca from the eastcrn Carpathians to l'annonia 4• 

As a conscq ucncc, this [act should ha\·c de lcrminccl l h c  
choicc o f  lcrm i nol og�· nnd not Yicc-vcrsa. 

:\nd if l hc IJ/andiana Grou p (p. 7'2 and f f )  rcprcscnls t he 
c xtcnsion of t hc Prol o-Bulgarian Emp ire i n  Trans�·Jyania, 
as prof.  K .  I !orccl t puls il,  lhat mcans that t hc period of l i m c  
refcrrccl t o  shoulcl ha\'c bccn bcltcr callcd //1e Ilulgariscl1c 
Zeii, in ordcr to clist i nguish bctwccn an o u lsl anding Sou t h  
Slavonic group a n d  othcr Slavonic cncJaycs, n s  for examplc 
t hc Ciumbrnd Grou p (p.  78 and f f) .  

A n �·wa�·. thcsc two cxamples, w h ich coulcl he fol!owccl 
by o t hcrs as wcll, call our attcnlion to thc real dif[icult ies 
w'c arc fa cccl \\· i t h  in archaeological rcsearch w hc n  s larting 
!rom s t rict m a t erial racts, cspecially when aiming t o  s t a l e  
precise(_,. t h c  c l h nical origin of a cullural context ancl t o  
recons t i t u i e  fr,1g111cnls of t h e  politica! or c lhn ical hislory or 
a gin·n trrrilory. 

2 47G : Homulus .\uguslus'la ncling, 9 l\Jay 4 80 : I >c a l h  
o[ .Julius !'\epos i n  Salona. 

a Thc osc i l l a l ion hetwccn the rcign ol Juslin ian :111cl lhat 
of I lcrac!ius (ll � 9) w h ich rcplaccs lhc nici Roman Imperial 
l i tic b�- t h a t  of basileus. 

4 l l  helongs lo l he scries ol m onumenls a l lribu lcd t o  
som e groups o r  mountcd nomads, namely t hc A \'ars. 

J t  is ob\' i o u s  in t hr casc t h a t  ! he choice was macle iri \'icw 
or a unique idea - namcly, t he cataslroph i c  c ! rccl produ ceri 
h�· l hc Sla\'s'ill\·asion in Transylvania and l he in corpora l i on 
of i ls lcrrilor�· and popula t ion i n l o  t hc \'asl mass ol Slavonic-
languagc spcakcrs. 

-

In fac i ,  cYcn prof. K. J iorcdt admits  tha l in t ha t  sta[:lc, 
I i kc i n  thc prcYious onc, l hc Germanic onc "Gcr1111111 îsclrc 
Zril ' '  (p. 7 a n cl ff),  thc c u l l u ral cn\' ironm e n t  was [ar m ore 
complex, and any n t lcmpt a l  hrin{.(ing i l  lo a common 
<knom ina lor nia\· leac! Io false conclusions. Thc s t a lemcnt 
bccomcs c,·en m�rc cicar i i  wc a ppt•al lo a n  obvious cxam plc 
w hich u n dcrlincs thc cxisling cl i r ricul lics. 

· 

For i nst:111cc, l hl' last  form or scll lcmenl no. 1 i n  Bra tei & ,  
dalcd t o  aboul t h c  sl'cond half of t h e  6 l h  ccntury a n d  t h c  
hrginning or t h c  7 t h  ccnlur�·. bcars somc c u l t u ral fcatures 
w hich proYc thc Sla\'onic i n flucncc b u l  which can n o t  be 
ohYious!�· tracrcl in l hc ccmcler�· placccl 500 111 awa�· • .  a l l ri ­
b u lcd, according lo i l s  chara c tcrisl ics, to t hc • Jords of t)lc 
salt',  a n cl wc may sa�- thal,  clcspi l e  i ls topography, it clici not 
!cad to sign if il'an l  loans or con lacts.  

Naturali�·. w c  w oulcl ask ou rsch·es w h ich c l hn i cal groups 
d o  t hcsc two com11 1 u n i l i es ht•lon g to, a n cl t o  w h a t  r x l<'ll.l l hc 
prescncc or somc allogcncous ckml' n ls, r1•gardless of t heir  
politica! sl alus, was so o\·crwhl'lmi n g  as t o  opl'ra lc \'isihie 
changcs, not 011!�· upon l hc mal l'rial cullnre bul also npon 
thc c lhn ical and C\'Cn biologica! struclurc of a giYcn gcogra­
phic arca6. 

Thc situation i n  Bratei calls 01tr a l lcnt ion lo l hl' coha­
b i l a lion phcnomcna w i lh i n  somc commn n i lics o\'cr small 
arcas w hich csscn l iall�· d i [[cr [rom lhc vicwpoi n l  o[ llwir cul­
t u ral hcrilagc and l hc ext ernai i n r hcl'nccs cxl'rlrcl upo11 lhl'm . 

But, w h a l  con lri!Ju lcs c\·cn more lo t hc false piclurc 
alrcady crcatccl , is thc pcrmancn l rcrcrcncc to some i n com­
pletcly known archacological pilcs. 

I n  most of thcse cascs w c  can nol spcak ahou l a clclibe­
ra l c  choice hut about a n a t u ral rl'sul t  of lhc prcscnt st age of 
rcsearches. 

Objccti\'e reasons prcYcn l us rorm rccrcaling thc w hole 
dh·crsity of some well-known cullural cnYironmcnls on thc 
tcrritorv or this  coun t rv. 

For · ins l ance w c  arc· n o l  acquain lccl with thc funcral 
monumcnts belonging lo l hc banal stage of sc l llcme nts no.  1 
and 2 in Bra te i .  That i� lo sa�·, i t  is not possi ble to rcc<•nsti­
lntc thc e\·oJu l ion of fu nl'fal pracliccs bc lwccn t hc moment 
rl'prcscnlccl by ccmele r,\' no. 1 i n  Bratei  7 ancl t ha t  w hich prof. 
K .  I lorccl l calls t hc Mediaş Groll /J 8 .  

To "· h a t  cxlcnt did f u n clamc n l al changcs l a k c  place i n  
t h i s  f i e  Id i s  simpl�- a m a ltcr of conjcclurc. 

The cicar-cu t clis t i n c l ion bctwecn i nhumalion, an outsl and­
ing rile [rom thc 4lh ccn lury to lhc 7 t h  ccn lu ry, :mel crcma t ion 
or thc co-cxislcncc ol t hr lwo rorms rrom t hc 7 t h  cl'nlury u n  li  I 
t he 1 0t h  ccnlur�· or cvcn u n t i l  thc 1 1  th ccntury in thc cx lra­
Carpalhian tcrrilorics is hascd 011 t hc comparison m acle 
hetwccn thc ccmcl crics ancl l he tombs belonging to some oul­
slanding Germanic or i n lerna lional groups and lhc ccm clerics 
or some com m u n i l ics w hich had i nheritcd t o lally di rrerc n t  
tracli lions - Roman, H o m a n i c  o r  possihly Sla\' oncs. 

That i s  t o  sa�·, a complclely false cri lcrion.  "-e may 
speak abou t a douhlc m i s lakc. On the onc hand, the me thod 
is wrong hccause it makcs usc or comparisons and refercnces 
which lcacl one lo h i s l orical conclusions derived rrom facts 
w h i ch can n o t  supp!�· olhcr i n formation than those capable 
of clefining i n complctely i n  most cases, some con l cmporary 
or succcssive cu!lurcs. 

On t hc other hand, il is a queslion of crroneous o u llook 
as t he a i m  of this argumen t is  not to clarify things but t o  

5 Bascd on some iron arrows shaped like a swallow's 
lail in bone coml.>s w i l h  four row o f  cogs, and w i t h  a handle 
clecora ted w i t h  animal s lyliscd heads, hucklc of the Cori n t h  
type i m  t h c  6 l h - 7 l h  ccn l u rics. 

6 \Ve take i n t o  considcra lion prof. G.  Schramm's Siidosl­
europa Jalrrbiiclier, 1 7 , :'lliinchcn, 1 987, p .  85 and rr .  

7 L. Birzn, r.011/i1111ilu/ra popu la/iei au/olrlone i11 Tra11-
si/va11ia în ·secolele I \' - \', Bucureş t i ,  1 9/:l. 

� K. I Iorcd t ,  Siebe11 /Jiiryei1 , p. 60. 
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clemonslra l !'  a pr!'co11cep t i o n .  in I h i s  case I he gr1111mlless 11!'ss 
or l h e  Ho1 1 1 a 11 con l i n u i l y  :'\orlh or l hc l la1 1 1 1 1Jc.  

Th!' hasi c m is l ak c co;1s is l s i n  l hl' pl'r1 1 1a1w11l  l c n•knc�· I o  
1ldinc groups ancl c u l l u ral con l c x ls i 1 1  spi l c  of l hc f l imsinc�s 
n n cJ · t hc i n dc ri n i l c chara c l c r  or lhc ekm!'nls w h i c h  lhc dc111011s­
l ra l i o1 1  is  hasNI 011 . 

This is \ he casc w i l h  l hc S f i n l u  ( i hcorghc ru l l u rc ", a 
cn11ccpl bascei 011 " l hc di scon·ry or so111c col lagcs in I l:i r11 1a 11 10  
nnd of a l o11 1h,  i n  fac l  Sin Lana fro111 Sfî n l u  (;hcnrghc - Eprcs-
1 e l o  11. Thcse clc11 1culs arc l o lal l�· i nsnrricicnl lo prnYI' seic11-
l l r i cnll.\· lhc pccu l inr c u l l u ral C\"Ol u l i o11 in l lll' Eas l of Trnnsyl­
Y:l l l i a  cYcn a f l l' r  2i5.  

Thc rcasons for w h i c h  ccmc len· n o .  l i 1 1  U ra lei was rc in­
cludcd i n  this complex 1 2 wcrc lhc. externai fl'a l u rcs, hccausc 
o ccoi·d i n g  t o  t hc rile unei i ls f11 1 1eral elem e n l s, l h i s  monumen t 
would ralhcr bclong to thc wC-slcrn chara c l cris l i cs or Tra nsyl­
Yanio.  

Thc s:'lmc obsC" n rc s i l n a l ion appcars w hcn an a l l e111pl 
was macle I o  dcrinc t he elhnical helonginl-( or lhe co111pkx 
a l lribu fcd lo l hc pos l-Sinlana period and to \ he group I- I \' 
l\· i l h i n  lhc Grrma11 isc/1c X cit 1 3 .  

J t  is  ob\·ious l hal o\" crlooking \ h e  cYcn ls which l ook 
place i n  lhc a rcns ou lsidc llw Carpa l hians l h rows a dcln si \·c 
l ighl upon l h e  rl'nli l�· or Trans�·)ya n i a .  

Bccnusc, 1 10 m n l l cr w h<'l hl•r I JJC�re is  o r  1 1ol  a prohah il i l y 
t ha l  somc \" i zigolh groups, m i g h l  ha\"e scparal ecl from l h c  
In rgc mass or l lll' ( ;o l hs w h o  nskl'cl f o r  assylum i n  lhe Empirc 
and l ook parl  in l h c  G o l hs"adYt' n l u rc in l h e  Wcs l ,  i l  is cica r 
l' nough l hn l  thc Jnsl q u arler or l he 4l h  ccn lury docs n o l  
n·corcl, f rom l h c  a rchacol og ical nnd hist orical Yiewpoi n l  a n y  
11101111mcn l w h ich cou l d  he a l l ribu led t o  l his hesi lal i n g  
peoplc. 

O n  l he ollwr hand,  all lhc archal'ological rl'searchcs, 
cspcciall�· thosc Jooking i n lo fun eral mal lcrs, da l ing from 
l hc 4 1 h - 5 t h  ccnturics u n t i l  lhc f i rsl half or lhe () l h  cen lury H 
J i 111 i t  t hc.msclvcs l o  so11 1c isolalccl lombs, groups of tomhs 
aud s111nll Cl'llle lcrics. 

In all lhc cascs, ln· mcans or ri tual clctails,  1 hc n a l u rc or 
orrcrings, thc flamboyance of personal garmen l s  nnd objccls 
of hnrncss or b�· som c pnrl icu lar customs undcrli ning thc social  
slalus. of a - pcrson , lhe deforma lion or lhc skull or cYcn hy 
onomas l ics 15 ,  wc cnn pcrcci\"e an oulslancling s l ra l u m ,  
polycthnical or · cosmopoli le,  w hich graYi la les ci lher nrou n cl 
lhc " I-ltins'splici·e or i nflucncc or nrouncl thc imperial cou rl's  
i n rJuencc. 

This tcn dcn c�· of lhc archaeologkal rac l  lo aYoicl an�· 
:. l lempt al bcinA _dcfi11ed ethnically i s  underlined by prof. 
K. Horeclt, too 1 1. What rcnrnins outside th is thin nnd frail 
horozon looks like a net w i t h  ycry large meshcs, rcprescn lcd 
L�' cnsl:nrhlc� cli frcring i 11 stru cture and i nheri lecl cullural 
t1.ack gruu 1 od,  fell 1 11 lhc fu ncral . lra d i t ions prescn·cd in ccmc­
tery 1 1 „. 1 i n . Bra tei  nnd in lhc sc llleme11 t s ( l hc carly a-h 
phasl:) 111 Bral ci ; Sigh işoara 17, TaMa !rom t he i nsidc· areas 
or l ile Carpalhians, in Cireşnnui •8 ,  Coslişa-Hotoşana 19 et c . , 
oubide I he Carp a l hians. \Y i t h i n  all thcsc cnscmblcs t here is · 

a h· ndc11cy to cnslra11 ge111en t rrom t hc pro\" i ncial Ho111a11 
b·· ckgrou 11 d  o_r from lhc i nherilcd Dacian onc, nnd n ll:ndcncy 

9 I dem, Siebc11biirgc11, Bucu reş t i , 1 982,  rrom p.  70. 
I d e m ,  Siebc11biirge11, Bonn, 1 986, from p .  2 .  

•8 �I . �!arcu, Cumidava, 1 9i3 , fr01i1 p. 45. 
li z.  Szckcly, Al uta I ,  1969, p. 7 1 . 
n K. Horccl t ,  Siebenbiirgcn, Bucureşti, I 082 , from p. 8 1 .  
i a  I dem, Siebe11biirge11, Bonn; 1 986 , p .  1 4  a nd rr ; for l he 

;or!lu ment regard ing the period see R. Harhoi u ,  Dacia, N . S . ,  
3 1 ,  1 987, p .  1 1 9 a n d  ff. 

· 

H .J . Werner, Beitrii,qc :ur .frchao/ogie des A.Iii/a lkidics 
'.\llinchen, 1 956, p. fi. 

i.; I\:. I lorcdl,  Siebe11biirgru , Uon n ,  l !J86 , p. 2 1 ,  re;{a rdi ng 
"''· l i n  Apa hi da.  

i s  Ibidem, p. 2 0  and rr .  
17  Gh. Hnlla!(, :\larisia,  9, 1 919, p. 17 and rr.  
Id \" . Teodoresc u ,  A nuarul �Iuzcului de I s toric şi Arheo­

logic, Prah ovn ,  1 ,  t!-!84 , p. 1 1  and fi. 

19 D. Gh. 'fcoilor, (.'i11i/i:11fi11 r1J11w11 icri la est de Carpaţi 
1 11 sec. , . - rll e.11 .,  Bucureşt i ,  1 984, p. G:I n n d  fi. 

ln n'si 1 1i i lal i P ;� snll l l'  nllogenons ('ll l l u ral ekmenl s as well 
as a gradual lll'erl'asc of \ he cnn t a c l s  w i l h l he Homnn ond 
Byrn n l i m· e i \·i J isnliun.  \\'I' ma�· udmit ! ha t  \ he lust slrlking 
d w rn c lcrisl i 1· or l h1• 5 l h - t H h  ccnluril's, giYcs u s  u hlnl for 
disli ngn ishing hrlw cl'n l he :dlogcns, whn wcrc 011 specinl 
lerms w i l h  l lw En1pin· nnd l hc l >aco- l 1 0111ans or l hc Dacin11s 
w ho hnd u n  i n frrior s l a l u s  l ha l  n o  lo11ger !(a\·e l hcm a frec 
n rn•ss lu l h<' l 1 011 1a no-J l.\·za n l i 11 c  cu l l u ra l Yalues. 

,\ n ; nrc a l l t• n t i \" l' and d c l a i k d  j u dgcm<'nl  may help u s  
find oh\" ious l"l'i ll'l'ia ahlc l o  dhlingu ish he lwel'll nat iYes nncl 
allog1•1 1s,  insl cncl or con l i n u i n g  11 h.qrn l lw l i cal scnrch for 
l lw 11a l in·s 11 1 11kr nr an:ong 20 l lw Ger1 1 1 a n i c or cosm opol i l e  
groups, csp<'eial l�· w h l' n  s l u d i cs of conlras li\·c 1111 l h ropology 
c::in n o l  bc ot• lli ned �-el among ot hcr lhi ngs bccausc or thc 
scnrd l y  or I he osl cological m u tcrial cxca\·a tccl so far. 

This idcn docs nol ciu de lhc ruct llrnt l he Duco-Ho111a11s 
und lhc frcc Daciaus J iyed in allogenous environm cn l s .  

T h e  prob lem is w he l hrr l h is cohabila lion clocs or n o l  
rcprrsrnl l hc u 11 ic1uc sol u l i on f o r  lhc n a l ivcs'con linu i ly in 
tlial an•a . 

Sud1 an approarh woulcl l h row l i :,jhl also upon l hc process 
of gradual rhan!(cs, w h ich was idcn l i rierl in lhe arca rrom l he 
C :arpn l h ian s lo l he l >anu hl' cluring l lll' slagr prcccdi ng l he 
.\var-Sla\· i n Yasion ancl cluring l hc n c x l  s l a !(l', w hen a consi­
dcrnble mass of SJa,·s graduali�- moYNI l ownrds l hc J >anubc. 

Thesc n rc shocldng changcs ii  wc usc as l")crm• n l s  of l"Om­
parison I he Gl•p idac l"Cmderics and lhose prior I o lhc Slu­
von i c  a11 l i 11 11 i l �· n ck n owlcdgccl for lhe mo111c11t 011ly in l hc 
proYinccs ou lsicl e  l hc Ca rpa l h inn :'llou n l ai ns, lrn l w h i c h ,  
from such n pcrspcc li\·e, na l urall.v i nsert the msclvcs hccoming 
part or l he gradnnl changcs w h ich cnclecl in lhc period hc­
Lwccn t hc 6 l h - 7 l h  ccnlnrics and i n  lhr f irs l  half or l hc 7 1 h  
cen tnrv. 

Thls idea docs nol clcn.v l hc cull nral dcclinc or l he rcl u rn 
to somc prchislorical uspccls of l i le C"aused b�· I he Slavs' 
i n vasion and l hcir sc l l l i n g  down in the sou l h  of ! he Dnnu he, 
dislocal i ng a l a rgc 111 ass of I .alin 11 a l i \·e spcakers 21 ,  prnctl­
call.\· hrcaking l hc l i n guistk u n i l y  whiC"h l'xistccl :'\'orlh or 
I he llalkans, or cau sing c\·cn t he dispers ion o r  some Grcek 
n a l h· c  spcakcrs 22• 

The so-cnllcd Balk:in l inguist ic  u n i ly was brokcn, w i t h 
l he only d i frcrcncc l ha l  al lhc :irchaeological Icni lhc calas­
l rophic imagr, ns it nppears w i l h prof . K. Horcdl 23 and 
G .  Schramm 24 ,  is  hlu rrcd when laki n g  i n t o  a ccou n l  some 
co111parablc clcmcn l s . 

:\"cYCrthelcss, t hcsc prohlcm s  rcqu ire a complex and lact­
ful approa<"h and some explanalions arc needed. Bul we 
cannot find a way ou l e i l her sim pl�· by mu-Jtiplying hypolheses 
u nsu pporled by any cerlai n facls or by using arbllrarlly 
lingu istic  m o l h·at ions. 

For i n s lance, prof. K. !Ioredl nrnkcs u sc or lhe alternative 
l h a l  lhc Sla\'S fom1d i n- Trai1svh·ania, · ir'1 the 7lh centun·, 
Gcrmans or possi bly Romans, or maybe, to bc sure, Daclat1 s 
w h o  were in short l ime assimilated, the Daco-Slavs being 
also i n corpornted among t hc Romanians who m igraled some­
w hcre in lhe Sou t h  of thc Danube in thc 9th - 10th conturles 
duc to thc polil ical enYironmcn t created by l he outslandlng 
e x tcnsion of lhe Bulgarian czardom. The m oliva l i on s seem lo 
be or a l i nguistic nalurc rather than an archoeological one. 

l n  fact, we c:rn speak abou l the Dacians' presence, which 
has becn dcfinelly acknowlcdged due to archaeologicnl proors 
e i l her in primary contexls (the free Dacians) 2li or secondary 
onc.s ( l hc pro\"incc's civilisalion 29 or the allogcnous ensem-

20 K . Horedl admits a possibility of l he Romans' survival 
only u nder the form of partially melling i n  lhe mass of the 
allogens. 

21 S . B. Ocrns lei n , Gramatica comparată a limbilor slave, 
Bucureşt i ,  1 063, p. i6 and ff. 

22 Ibidem, p. i i .  
2:1 K. l{orc d t ,  O/l. cil . ,  p .  I i i  and rr .  
u G .  Schra1n111,  op. cit . ,  p. 85 and rr .  
2;; Gh. Bichir, (;c/ o-Dacii din ..llu11fe11ia in epCJca romană, 

Bucureş t i ,  1 984, p. 1 04 and ff. ; N. \" Jassa , SC I \" ,  16 ,  1 965, 
:1, p .  500 ancl rr. 

26 Brate i ,  in cC'mrlcr,\· no.  1 ; Sighişoarn - Uic li-vei� rrom 
l h e  : lrd � 411r cen lu ries, Ilărman, Vcrbi t n .  
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bles o[ l he Spa n ţo\· 27 or Jlfrlad"- \"alea Sean! lypc 28) a 
presence which is ohvious u n l i l  lhe cnd of thc 4lh ccntury, 

. possihly u n li l  l hc heglnning of thc 5th ccntury. 
Exccpl ror son l l' I rncll l lons i n  pollcry and mayhc some 

11 1 1 iclen l i ficcl a rl"lrncolngical aspccts ""• thc p rcsen cc nr l hc 
I >acians can nn lnngcr bl� l rn ccd hegi nning wi l h I he ;, 1 h 
ccn l u n· .  

l l  is  oh\·ious l ha l  1 1 0  onc can clcn�· l hr pos� ih i l i l �' f i n i  
somc marginal groups w h ich huci eurlier conu� i n lo conlad 
wilh lhc Slavs, and for u longcr period o[ l inu·,  wcre finnlly 
assim ilulcd. Suhscqucnlly, rele ling lhe silunlion in  Dirle d ­
\'alca Scncă lo somc in formalion wc possc��no, cn l i llcs us lo 
considcring llrnl l hc frec Dncians in  !\loldavia o r  lhosc i n  
l h c  cast o[ :\lun lcn ia accuslomcd lhcmsclvcs lo  l hc Golhlc 
li resl�·le, und wcrc, more or lcss, asslmilalccl hy olhcr social,  
p ol l l l cal or m i li lary allogcnous slructurcs 3 1 .  

Aut, for lhc Homnnians, t hcsc groups of Daciuns did n o i 
maltcr bccausc t hcy had cnlircly losl lhcir physiog110111y u n <I 
mcl lcd w i lhin n complclcly forc ign c lhni cal en t ity. 

\\'hnl ls slill imporlan l  ror lhc fale or l hc lloman world 
n orlh ol lhc Dan ubl' is l hosc Dacians who wcrc n oman i zcd 

as purl of u proccss concludcd, n ccordi 1111 lo thc nrchacological 
disco\'l�rics, h�· lhc cncl of l hc 4 l h  ccn t ury . 

To usc l ingu is t ic dala, 1 1 1  orclcr lo support lhc idea lhnl  
l h e  cn l i rc Transvln111ia wus lulall\' Slavon izcd unei l h a l  only 
heginning wilh 'thc Oth und !Oth

' 
ccnl u rics a Hou man izalion 

proccss huci hecn luking place, rcprcscnls not only a hnznr­
dous n llcmpl which lacks a solid orgu mcntollon, but aho 
n n  exemple or misttrying racls. 

For inslencc, lhe tolol Sln\'onlzu t lon of Tronsylvanin (wc 
moy odei or thc cnllrc terrl lory bctwcen lhc Cu rpul hinus unei 
thc Danube) in thc 7lh- 9lh ccn lurics is 11ol supporlcd by eny 

concrc lc proors of com·sc. Ncilhcr could i l  he. Gcncrnlly 
speaking, thc oldcsl Slavonlc langungc monumcnls arc nol 
prior lo lhc O lh - 1 0l h  ccnlurics. 

I l  is o mere hypolhcsis bascei on elements of a glol lis 
chronology which are doubtful sincc in the Romenien lun­
guegc litere arc no terms which cen be pcrtinently a l lributcd 
to thc pcriods which had prcccded the change of liquid \'O'l\'­
cls, a phenomenon dated to around 800 82• 

Anyway the mein argument on which pro!. K .  Horedt 
based his work, namely thc presencc of nesal VO'l\'Cls in lopo­
nomy and hydronomy, is groundless. 

The phenomenon · mentioned by prof. Em . Petrovicl 33, 
·used m ore or less exactly by pro!. K. Horedt, does not heve 
. a vcry strict chronology. Its beginnings can not b e  speciried 
beceuse the Slavonic languages were not recorded i n  eny 
wrillen form untll the 9th centu11·. Hut it is sure lhat the 
p henomena could be· found ln all the Slovenic langu ages by 
that lime aa. 

The evolution - was not synchronous, the nasalisation or 
the vowels disappearing i n  the 10lh century w i lh the ncep 

·u D." Milrea·� c. Preda, .Vecropo/e din secolul a/ f V-lea, 
Bucureşti , 1 0613, p. 2 2 ,  fig. 1 0/2 , p. 2 1 4 ; Gh. Diaconu, Thraco­
Dacica, I , t !l76, p. 309 and ff.  

� l n  order lo preserve somc pol tery helonging to thc 
Dacians, in Ipole5li-Cindcşti contexts : S. Dolinescu-Ferche, 
Du/ceanca, Bucureşti , t!l74, p. 128 and ff. ; Dan Gh. Teodor, 
Dodeşti- Vaslu i ,  la� i .  1 08 1 ,  p. 126  and ff. ; idem , Botoşa11a, 
p. 63 ancl r r .  

2 9  The Carpalhn-Golhic coul i lion.  ao \Yi lh 1 cspcct lo lhe speci fic lypc of lhc inlcgralion 
phcnomcnu in an allogenous cnvironment sec : !\L Rouchc 
Perc,qrinalio got/lica, Polon in , 8i/85, 1 986, p. 386 and rr .  

a1 K . Horcd t ,  op.  cil „ p. 1 06 an d f[ and 171 and rr.  
a2 Gh. M i hăilă, Imprumuluri uec/li �11 <1-.�/ave in limbu 

1·om1i111I, Bucureşt i ,  1 960 ; idem , Studii de /exfro/<>gie şi ist.orie 

t i on of l he Bulgarian languagc where t he process continued 
un lll lhc 1 3 l h  ccnlury C\'en the 1 4 t h  century 34 • Bcsldcs, thc 
tuponymy und hydronymy w h lch prcservc lhc nnsal vowcls 
mcn l ionccl h,\' prof. Em. Pelro\' ici  nrc nol oii orlginatlng 
from Tra n;;)•h·ania, bui u lso rrom Ua n� t 35 or !\lu ntcnia �8. 
l 'rof. l'l'lro\'ici himsl'H calls our a l lcnlion l o  lhc faci lhal 
hr i ndudcd l hc Bana t a lso in lhc ex-Auslrian pro\' lncc .  

, \  sccon cl idea cll'nlopccl h y  prof. K .  I lorcdl , using wcll­
known argun1c11 ls, is l ha l  uf lhc Delkuu l inguistic u n i ly and 
of l hc Oaco- l lomauian form al ions Soulh of lhe Danube. 

Two clclai ls scem slrangc. Thc culculatlon made on p . 1 09 
galhcrs logclhcr in nu unusal 111anncr all lhe baslc '" ords 
from ull lhc Homanlan dialccls ond from Alba n ien ; b v  meens 
of n complelcl y  :1rbilrary summation lherc resulls a ;oulhern 
prcponderen cc in t he lnngungc subslralum ( 1 2 0 - 123 words)3V. 

ll sccms thal prof. K .  l loredl O\'crlooks lhc ract lhat l t  
i s  nol possiblc lo  make such general ju dgcments, and tha t 
il ls n cccsary to disllngulsb bclwcen aspects whlch ere c0111-
111011 lo al! lhc dialccts, l hosc that ere charactcrlsllc of lhc 
Oaco-Homan ia n  fanguagc only and of othcr dialect 38 forms 
common lo A l banian and lo Dnco-Romnnian, etc. 

A m ore accurnlc rcscnrch, lnking lnto acou n l  all lhe dcln ils , 
would hu\'C rc\'calccl lhat onl\' 1/3 or t hc words ln lhc 
sublra lum hl'long t o  l hc U nco-·l t oman ien lnn gunge, lhc rest 
bcing uncq ua l ly di\' idcd bclwccn lhc sou lhcrn diolecls 89, 
nnd lhal not C\'Cll by summlng lhls soulbcru slock can wc 
orrl\'c al lhc au lhor's figu rcs. 

A sccon d dctoil consis ls or 11 rcfcrcnce mede lo O. Onclul 
i n  ordcr lo supporl l hc idea or lhc Homanla ns'mlgrullon to 
lhc Soulh of lhc Onnubc. 

Nu doubl, lhe rclcrcncc is a quolallon from mcm or�·ci 
O lhcrwisc he would bnvc rcmembcrcd lhut D. Onclu " 
m akcs a cicar.eul dislincl ion bclwccn lhe admlgrallons ceustcd 
by l hc Sla\'S' i 11\'asion in thc Bnlknns or U10 lransmulnllon or 
Homan prisoncrs Norlh of the Dnnubc and the mess m lgra­
lion of Utc Dnco-R.omanlans. 

He also rejecls ca legorically lhe idea lhal thesc larger 
or smallcr groups or admigreted Homenized populallon 
plnycd any fundamental role in the Romenlans'ethnogenesls 
Al thc most, he admils thal they strenglhened thc Romanily 
North or the Denube, considcring thet outside this arca lhe 
birth of thc Romanian people is u n conceivable. 

Starling rrom thesc problems reised by pror. K. Horedl's 
work w c  can conclude that one assumcs a great risk atlempt 
ing an approach to such a complex end dellcate field like 
ethnogenesis by using groundless nnd unchecked hypotheses . 

I t  is far bellcr to admit existing dlrricullies, end the need 
ror further researches end pluridlsclpllnery studies lnstead 
or trying to myslify elready avelleble data to scrYe some 
prcconceived points of view. 

Ligia Bdrru 

a l i1117vislicii rom dneşti, Du cure-';ti, 1 973 ; I. Colcanu-1\1. Sal.I 
p. t t 8  and rr. 

33 Em. Petrovi ci,  Balcania, G, 1 943, p .  498 and ff. Dalca-
nia, 7, 1 944, p. 474 and rr. Belcania, 8, 1945, p. 228 and ff. 

H S. S. Bernstein, op. cil„ p. 2 1 8 and ff. 
35 Lindinn i n  the rormcr Caraş county. 
36 Andol ina i n  lhe former Ialomiţa county. 
a7 Sce thc !atest svnlhesis of I. I .  Russu, Elnogene:a 

ro11ui•1 i/or, Bu cureş ti , 1 Îl80, p.  1 1 8  and rr. ; idem, Dacoroma­
n in, Preiburg, I ,  1 973, p. 1 8 4  and rr .  

38 I .  I .  Russu, El11oge11c:a, p. 1 3 6 - 1 3 7 .  

39  K. Horedl, Sii dosleuropa Jahrbiicher, 17,  1 987, p .  23.  
'o n. Onc i ul, Optu rompie/f, I ,  Uucureşli, 11l4B, p.  :l23 

and fJ. 
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