NEW EPIGRAPHICAL FINDS IN THE ROMAN FORT OF
INDEPENDENT, TULCEA COUNTY

MIHAIL ZAHARIADE

During the 1935 —1987 excavations carried out over the northern gate of the Roman and
late Roman fort near Independenia, Tulcea county, recently identified with the ancient Salmorus/
Halmyris !, seven tombstones were uncovered. All these can be added to the eight votive inscrip-
tions mentioning a vicus classicorum 2, to the vexillation altar of Legions I Italica and XI Claudia?
and other isvlated fragments of inscriptions that have already been dwelt upon.

In 1985, when clearing the frontside of the gate filled up to 2.50 — 3.00 m with the debris
of the superstructure of the flanking towers Nos. 1 and 16, there were found two tombstones
(Nos. 1 and 2). A fragmentary tombstone shows the xcene of the funerary banquet with the first
line of an inscription heneath (No. 3). It was obvious that all the three hlocks had been fixed into
the internal faces of the towers. The very position they had when uncovered — on the very ancient
walking-level itself — proves that these blocks were the first to fall down.

During the 1936 excavations, when carryving out the extensive work of complete clearing,
eight blocks have heen identified within the threshold of the 3rd phase of the gate 4+ which, judg-
ing from their appearance, were liable to have inscriptions. However, at the time, one single
fragmentary block (No. 3) covering the drain of the gate had certain traces of a written text.
C'onsidering the rize, external ornaments and slight traces of lead minium, the two big flanking
blocks (Nos. 6 and 7) were alxo likely to have had some text engraved. The upper five blocks
of the threshold underlying the stone and mortar blocking up the gate in its fourth phase were
also liable to have inscriptions (Fig. 1).

In June 1987, on the basis of a previously approved project to replace the northern gate
threshold blocks and to recuperate such important epigraphical documents, the eight pieces were
taken out. The threshold was restored to the precise shape it had when discovered. Out of eight
blocks only five had inscriptions, the remaining three being re-used in the new re-built structure
of the threshold of the noithern gate (Fig. 2).

Consequently, all the inscriptions are funerary monuments taken out of the 2nd —
3rd centuries necropolis of the settlement at the beginning of the 5th century when the third
phase of the northern gate was huilt up 2 It is remarkable however that all the funerary inscrip-
tions were found in the threshold of the gate, therefore they were not used as building material
for the inner half of the gate where the votive altars were revealed.

We shall present ihe epigraphical monuments as they were found in 1933 or taken
out of the threshold of the gate in 1957,

1. Tombstone of vellowish, porish, shell-like, low quality limestone, broken up into two
parts; found in 1985: dimensions: 1.21 x0.83>0.17 m: the inscription field is slightly deep-
ened : 0.87 x0.17 m; the text is hemuned in by a simple, nondecorated border 0.03 m wide;
the letters are 0.04 — 0.06 m high with ~light traces of lead minium ; large, rather clumsy, axymme-
trical letters. We date the inscrij tion 1o the end of the 2nd century A.D. (Fig. 3).

The text reads as follows :

D(is) M(anibus)
e(t) Memori(ae)
T Flfavius) Secun-
dus vieit an-

5 nis I Aelia
Bendsi ma-
rito suo pi-

T AL Suceveanu, M. Zahariade. Dacia. N.S.. 31. 1087, 3\ Zahariade, Dacia. N. S, 530, 1986, 12, p. 173--170,
1--2. p. 87 —986. 4 \[. Zahariade. Al Suceveanu, A. Opait, C. Opait, . To-
¥ AL Suceveanu, M. Zahariade. Daeia. N.N., 30. 198G,  poleanu, Dacia. N. S.o 31, 1987.1 -2, p. 105 --106.
1--2, p. 109 --120. A Ihidem. p. 103 and 105.

DACIA, N. S, tome XXNXIV, Bucaresl, 1990, p. 259 —206
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entissimo
er 8ibi vivo

10 suo posuit.

12: T from ET is missing.

14: A 4+ N in ligature.

Dis Manibus and Memoria are well-known in cther Danubian provinees © while thie name
of Flavius Secundus, in our case Aelia Bendsi’s hushand, is quite frequent in the Roman Empire;
another Flarius Secundus appears at Independenta in this very form. The cognomen Bends! reveals
the woman’s Thraco-Dacian origin ; nomen gentile, Aelia, proves a peregrine origin.

Bendst is probably a corrupt form of the well-known Thracian Micro-Asiatic deity Bendsis,
sometimes identified with Aitemis or with Hekate in the Greek pantheon ?. The name of the
feminine deity was taken over and suitably used in the Thracian feminine onomastic sphere. A
Bendt Paibis (filiae) v®zori is mentioned in an inscripticn in Philippi (Macedenia)®; at Beste
(Bulgaria) the same name appears under the form : Sises Mucasenis et Bendi marita °. Other inserip-
tions reveal feminine persons bearing the names of ®A(«8tz) Bévdiz at Doganovo (Bulgaria)® and
Bévdig Zerradoc ! and [Bjéwdi; in Thasos !2; at Panticagacum a Béler Yuydsvp Mou amézeocts
is mentioned.

From the known examples it results that the form Bcxrdi-Bendis is the most frequent.
As for the form Bendsti on our iuscription one could take into account the jossibility of a mistake
made by the lapidary who reversed the last two letters and wrote Bendsi instead of DBendis, the
form which appears in all the ctl:er known examples.

2. Tombstcne of yellowisrh, hard limestene broken at the lower part; found in 19835 ;
dimensions : 1.03 x1.01 X 0.15 m ; the slightly deepened inscription field is 0.68 m long ; the letters
are 0.05 — 0.08 m high ; upright, accurately engraved leiters; well spaced but a rather asynune-
trical writing; on the left side of the frame which borders the field of the inscrirtion, there is
an ornament showing a vine with leaves and cluster. We date the inscriy tion back to the second
half of the second century (Fig. 4).

The text reads as follows:

D{vs) M(anibus)

Claudius M-

artinus vi-

zit anni(s) XX

5 Claudius C-

lemens pat(er)

[filllo pient (issimo)
1.2 and 3: S — letters slightly spaced frer: the remainder of the names:
1.6 : under the ringlet of P there is an oblique line slightly traced but clear enough for P to be
taken as R.

Mcrtinus and Clemens are anthropenyms currently cccurring in the Roman provincial
onomastics. Another Martizius appears at Independenta in inscriptien: No. 6. If in line 6 there is
RAT instead of PAZ this would generate an origo for Claudius Clemens from Ratiaria. As the
relationsrhip with the scn, Cleudius Martinus, had to be specified in the inseription due to the
presence of the genitive [fil]io, the only possible reading is PAT (er ).

3. Tombstone of soft, yellowish limestone; it i8 made up of two fragments, the former
-fonnd in 1985 in the outer debriz of the northein gate and the latter in 1987 having its lower
part intentionally cut in order to fit into the threshold of the same gaie ; dimensions : 1.71 x 1.47
% 0.17 m ; the slightly deepened inscription field is 0.41m wide; big, vertical, carefully engra-
ved letters; 0.06 — 0.08 m high. The two fragments fit perfectly. The fragment from the upper
row of the threshold shows that the monument was cut into two pieces, both serving simultaneous-
ly and not successively as building material for the third phase of the gate, a fact which suggests
that the upper part of the threshold, made up of the five slabs, was built up at-the same date
(Fig. 5).

8 ¢c.g. ISM, V, no. 181 (Iroesmis); IDR, III/3, no. 179  con, 188), Cenire de recherches d'histoire ancicnne, 21, Paris
(Micia); 358 (Ampelum). Many inscriptions indicale only 1976, p. 289—3Cs.

Memoria. 8 1. Dccev, Die thrakischen Sprachreste, 2 Auflage, Wien,
T Z. Goceva, Der Bendiskult und die Bezichungen zwischen 1976, p. 50. .

Thrakien und Kleirnasien, in IHemmage @ Maarten J. Ver- ¢ CIL, III, 6137.

maseren, 1, Lelden, 1978, p. 397—404 (with the bibHography 10 G. I. Kazarow, DissPann, 1938, ser. I, fasc. 14, p. 237.

to which we also acld I). Popov, Essence, origine et propagation 11 Ch. Picard, BCIH, 45, 1921, p. 171, no. 33.

du culle de la déesse thrace Bendis, in Dialoques d'hisloire 12 [bidem, p. 173, no. 406.

ancienne, 2 (== Annales lilteraires de V'Universilé de Besan- 13 V. Laligev, IOSPE, 11, no. 223.
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3 EPIGRAPHICAL FINDS IN THE ROMAN FORT OF INDEPENDENTA 261

The tombstone includes two paits : a) the upper rectangular one shows the scene of
the funerary banquet (coena funebris ). The deceased lies on his left side on a kliné with a thick
mattress leaning against a high, S-shaped back curved at its upper extremity. The legs of the
kliné have protuberances; the deceased seems to lie with his head propped directly on the
upper edge of the bed. Under his left elbow, there is a little pillow. His right hand is bent at a
right angle, touching the matiress. The legs are stretched out at full length and the feet are
not covered. The table (mensa tripes ) is of a round shape with straight legs which end in
hooves. There are fruits on the table (probably apples). On bcth sides of the mortuary bed
there are two characters; on the right side a woman, half turned to the onlooker, seated on a
kathedra with a high back, with a slightlv curved upper extremity ; her legs rest on a rectan-
gular stool which rtards at the bottom of the kathedra; on the left side a man, probably the
slave of the deceased, stands dressed in chiton in a static attitude.

The lower register includes the inscription field.

The text reads as follows:

D(is) M (anibus)

Ael(ius ) Vale-

ns vix(it)

an(nis) XLV et

5 Ael(tus) Sabi-

nus fil(ius) (et

viz(it) an(nis) VIII

t(itulum ) p(osuit) Ael(ius) Val(ens?)

vet(eranus? ) . ..
letters E (1.2) and I (1.6) are 0.02 m high; letter E (1.8) is 0.04 m high; 1.6 : et is a wrong
addition made by the lapidary; 1.8: V + A in ligature.

The tombstone, t(itulum ), is therefore dedicated by Aelius Valens to another Aelius
Valens and to his son Aelius Sabinus, who died at the age of 45 and 8, respectively. Aelius Valens
seems to have been a nmilitary man or rather a veteran, tombstones decorated with the scene
of funerary banquet being dedicated mostly to this kind of people 3. Aelius Valens as well as
Aelius Sabinus are extremely frequent names in the Balkan-Danubian provinees. Our restitution
in 1.9, vet, although uncertain, compels recogniticn because the slab broke in that very place
where the upper part of the obligue lines of the V, the beginning of E and the readable enough
upper line of a T are to be noticed. They are followed by two or three more letters which
are not distinguishable. Aelius Valens, the dedicator, is either a relative or an heir of the family
of the deceased.

4. Tombstone of hard, grey limestone, broken into four fragments; found in 1987 ;
dimensions : 2.22 x0.82 X0.13 m; the inseription field is slightly deepened : 0.77 X0.43 m ; the
letters are 0.04 — 0.05 m high; the writing is generally neat and careful ; several hederae distin-
guentes but no ornamental motifs. The paleography of the letters and the many ligatures date
the inscription back to the first half of the third century (Fig. 6).

The text reads as follows :

D(is) M (anibus) Val(erio) Po-

ntico et Val(eriae)

Nene parenti-

bus b(ene) merenti(bus)

5 Val(erius) Valens

filius

mil(es) leg(tonis)

I Ital(icae)

posuit

1.2: N4+ T, V + A + L in ligature; 1.3: N + F in a double ligature; N + T in ligature ;
14 : N 4 T + Iin ligature;1.5: V + A in ligature; letters A in lines 1—5 have the horizontal
binding line oblique.

Ponticus is a name of Greek origin !5, taken over and widely used in the Roman World
and rather widely spread in the Balkan- Danublan and Micro-Asiatic provinces of the Roman Em-
pire. A Iulius Ponticus appears in 134 on the laterculus of the Legion V Macedonica quartered at
Troesmis 8. The name occurs no less than four times in another inscription found in t.he Same

14 Z. Covaceff, Pontica, 18, 1985, p. 175. 16 ISM, V, no. 137, col. IX, 3 A. Fl(avlus) Pont(lcus
15 W, Pape, G. Benseler, Worterbuch der griechischen  ianus?) also appears, in col. VI 15.
Eisennamen, 11, Braunschweig, 1911, p. 1233—1234.
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fortress and dated {o A. D. 106 — 168 designating various members of a family of military men (vete-
rans and men serving in the same unit) of Amastris 7. Valerius Valens is a widely spread name in
the Empire, especially in the Balkan-Danubian provinces,so we shall not insistuponit.If Velerius
Ponticus, the father, had had any connection with the army, then Valerius Valens, soldier in I
Italica, who dedicated this monument to his parents, could have inherited themilitary traditions
in which he had heen hrought up.

Nene appears in this very form in an inscription at Sacidava in which the name was correct-
Iv read by A. Aricescul®, A Nwvqe, ax a familiar feminine appelative appears near
Nicopolis ad Tstrum!® and still as a feminine name under the ferm of Nina, Ninna, Ninnita,
as martyrs in Thessalonica, Byzantium, and Noviodunum 2. A composite Newignz appears
as a masculine name at Resovo in Macedonia 2. We also mention the form Nonna, martyr
in the same town 2. A Flfavia) Nona appears on a fragment of a votive altar in Tomis dated
back to the first third of (he 2nd century 23,

The name was considered to be of Thracian, Cleltie, Greek or Micro-Asiatic stock 24, The
feminine name Nene is a nickname, as proved very clearly by the inscription near Nicopolis
ad Tstrum: Adpndia Zabiva # vai Nwure. Valeriec Nene at Halmyris seems to be part
of an important group of Thraco-Phryvgian clements of Asia Minor, setiled at one moment or
successively in the eastern Moesia Inferior. The big family of veterans and military men serving
in the legion Vth Macedonica at Troesmis, the people in Sacidava, Tonmis, Noviodunum and Nico-
polis ad Istrum plead for this inference. On the other hand, the mention of (he Legion I Italica,
and of its soldier, Valerius Valens, on the inscription al Independenta raises the question of the
presence of a legionary vexillation in the fort or its neighbourhood in the first half of the 3rd
century. We think it is obvious that the funerary monument dates after the departure of
the Vth Macedonica to Dacia, as il is difficult to suppose that Valerius Valens left Novae and
erected a funerary monument at Halmyris, i.e. Independenta. Even if {he mention of the Legion
I Italica is not an irrefutable argument for accepting the presence at Halmyris of a vexillation
of that legion in the first half of the 3rd century, the epigraphical evidence shows that during this
period the sector of the maritime Danube was sirictly controlled by the legion in Novae through
its subunits 25 If we take into accouni the fact that the administra'ive and military authority
of the Legion I Italica was exerted over {hese regions and over the northern and north-western
shore of the Black Sea and it exiended over the a=tivities of the Mcesian fleet 2%, and the fact that
at Halmyris there was a fleel station near the fort, epigraphically proved by the existence of a
ricug clagsicorum 7, we can suppose {hat sub-units of the legion I Italica were, from the second
half of the second cenfury until the Telrarchic epoch a common presence in the Halmyris fort.

5. Tombsione of vellowish® limestone; fragmentary; found in 1987 ; dimensions :
0.63 % 0.90 X< 0.20 m ; the slightly deepened inseription field is 0.58 m wide ; the letters are 0.05—0.06
m high; the letters are separated by hederac distinguentes ; {races of lead minium. The date of
the inscription : A. 1). 106—163 (Fig. 7).

The text reads as follows:

................ [v]
z(it) an[n)is YXXI1I
C(atus) Val(erius) Lon-
ginus vel(eranus)

5 Ulelg(ionis) 1V Mac(edonicue)
ex }.;‘(enejici(m'o) .
coI

17 Ibidem. nr. 186. problem and willi the obscrvalion Lhat the termm dumus in

18 A. Aricescu. SCIV. 24, 1973, 1. p. 112—113 re-rcacls
the letters N'E at Lhe end of 1.7 of the Sacidava inscription
(N. Gostar, Noi monumente epigrafice din Scythia Minor,
Constanta, 1964, p. 80—90 - StCl, 5. 1863, p. 306-— 309,
fi!. 12)repeated al the beginning of the next line (1.8). in a
single word which represents. in fact, the name of the deccea-
sed's wife, Nene, as 1 familiar appelative. The sanie reading
with E. Popescu, Inscripfiile grecesti si latine din sccolele
I'V—XIII descoperitc in Romaniu, Bucuresti, 1976, no. 188.

19 G. Mihailov, 1GB, IT, 687.

20 D). Decev, op. cit.,p. 331.

2 Ibidem, p. 328.

22 Ibidem, p. 332.

23 183, 11, no. 160 with the whole bibliography of the

http://www.daciajournal.ro

the L.atin transcription of lhe Greek 803105 is of a Thraco-
Fhrygian origin.

24 For more detailed discussions see A. Holder, Altkel-
tischer Sprachschalz, 2, 1.eipzig, 1896—1904, p. 739 ; P. Kretsch-
mer, Linleituny in die Geschichte der griechischen Spracke,
Gottingen. 1896, 313—344: 1. Sundwall, Klio, 11, 1912,
p- 170 L. Zgusta. Kleinasialische Personennumen, Prague,
1964, p. 357, no. 1024 (1 —~1); 339, no. 1035 (1).

5 L. Doruliu-Beild. SCIV, 23, 1972, 1, p. 56—-59 ; A.Ari-
cescu, Pontica, 10, 1977, p. 179—190; idem, Armata fn
Dobrogea romand, Bucurcsti, 1977, p. 41-- 44,

26 E. A. Belicaev, VDI, 106, 1968, 4, p. 127—137: T. Sar-
nowski, Novaensia. 3, Warszawa, 1987, p. 133— 1065.

27 Sce note No. 2.
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1.2 : z on the left side certainly comes from vi@(it) ; A + N in ligature;1.5: M 4+ A in ligature;
1.7 : uncertain reading, letters erased ; probably COH or CON or COXI.

Caius Valerius Longinus i3, therefore, a veteranus ex beneficiario but it is hard to tell
whether he was legati legionts, consularis, or procuratoris as this office appears many times on the
laterculus of the V Macedonica at Troesmis. The name Valerius Longinus is mentioned two more
times in the same inscription 28. As a veteran setiled in the canabae of Halmyris, C. Valerius Lon-
ginus erected a monument in honour of an unknown person who had lived for 32 years. Under
normal circumstances, if one of the two Valerii Longini at Troesmis and our Longinus were one
and the same person, the laterculus at Troesmis should have contained the indication ez beneficia-
rio since both inscriptions mention veterans. It is preferable then to consider Longinus at Halmyris
as a third Valerius Longinus mentioned in Dobrugea.

6. Tombstone of yellowish limestone, broken into four fragments; found in 1987 ;
dimensions : 2.56 X 0.90 X 0.25 m ; the inscription field is slightly deepened : 1.30 X0.45 m ; letters
are 0.65 % 0.08 m high; upright, elegant letters with siraight symmetrical lines. The monument
has two parts: a) the upper one reveals a vaulted gable wall in relief, 0.70 m high, supported by
two small columns with Corinthian style and bases in stairs. A dolphin is shown on the top right;
the same representation must have existed on the left top corner as well, but the slab was cut in
right angle to fit into the left fold of the northern gate. In the middle there is a corona with
dense leaves bound at the bottom with a tape in the form of a hedera which branches symmetri-
cally. In the middle of the corona there are a palm of acanthus and two rosettes placed laterally
with three petals each; b) the inscription field is framed by the two little columns. We date the
inscription to the second half of the second century (Fig. 8).

The text reads as follows :

D(is) M (anibus)

Memmia Mar-

cia vizit

annis XVIIII

5 Mem(mius) Mar-

cus pater

etus et Fl(avius) Mar-

tinus mari-

tus etus et

10 Fl(avius ) Secun-

dus d eius

coniugi

p(ientissimae) p(osuerunt )
12: A4+ M + A in ligature; 1.7: E 4 T and M + A in ligature;
19: E 4+ T in ligature; dots among some words on lines 7, 9, 10, 11, 12.

In the Halmyris fort there lived a family of Memmii which, judging from the gencral
appearance of the monument, may have belonged to the local aristocracy. Memmaius is an ancient
Ttalic name 2. In Lower Moesia as well as in other Balkan-Danubian provinces and generally
throughout the Empire Memmit are rather frequent.

The text raises no reading difficulties. The relationship can be easily traced.

Memmaus Marcus— ?

Memmaia Marcia — Flavius Martinus

Flavius Secundus, mentioned at the end of the inscription, entitled himself D EIUS,
hence D of Memmia Marcia. Although another Flavius Secundus appeared in inscription No.l of
Independenta, it seems highly improbable that they areone and the same person although the
latter died at about fifty years of age and this might be an argument for supporting the identity
between the two persons. The abbreviation D seems more difficult to interpret. It should stand
for a noun — the name of a function — that must be in grammatical agreement with the pronoun
in the genitive singular following it. The abbreviation D might mean either d(ispensator) 2,
manager of the goods of Memmia Marcia; or d(octor ) with the sense of teacher 3!, or d(omesticus ),
meaning ‘‘member of the family, client, friend”, or even less probably ‘‘slave, affranchised, ser-

vant”.

@ ISM, V, no. 137, col. II 22; col. VI 18. 31 A similar interpretation is made for letter d on an
23 Groag-Fluss, in RE, 15, 1932, col. 602—637; s.v. inscription of Nemausus (Nimes), ILS, 5087: Tr/Q. Vettio
Memmius, col. 637—638, Memmia. Graci|li cor (rium| annorum XXV/[natione Hispan/donavit

30 13. Cagnat, Cours d’épigraphie laline; Paris, 1014, p-421, [ Sestius/Latinus d(octor).
with the known variants for the abbreviation D.
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7. Tombstone of yellewish limestone, feund in 1987; dimensions : 2.31 X0.90 < 0.20
15 the deepened and framed inseription field : 1.35X 0.6 ¢ m; the leticrs are 0.05 — 0.06 m high ;
the big, artless and sometimes asymmeltrical letters have lead minium (races. The upper part of
the block was cut in order to fil into the right leaf of the gate threshold. On the grounds of {he
paleography of the letters the inxeription can be dated back to the latter half of the 2nd cen-
{tury or the early 3rd century A. D. (Fig. 9).

The monument has two parts: the upper one is divided into three fields by two lateral
oblique s(ripes, making up a triangular fronton with ornaments of acanthus branches on both
sides. Inside the triangular fronton there are a corona with traces of lead minium and a pine fruit
above it. A tenia binds the erown at its base. Two symmetrical hedera branches spring from the
upper side of the erown. The lower part of the block is decorated wilh the well-known motif of
the krater with two vine branches with leaves and clusters winding along the frame and ending
with a coil under the tenia of the crown.

The lower part contrins the following inseription :

D(is) M(lanibus)

Fl(aviae ) Titiae mat-

ri posuit Ael(ius)

Titianus filiu(s )

D bene meren-

i vt an(nis) LY
l4: A4 4+ ¥ 4 T in ligature; 1.6 : .1 - .V in ligature ; letter 4 in lines 2, 4, 6 does not have the
borizontal binding line.

Therefore, Aelius Titianus, the son, put a tombstone in honour of his mother, Flarvia
Titia, who died at the age of sixty. Names such as 7'itia, Titius, T'itus have an old Roman origin 32
but during the Principate they were exclusively used as cognomina with the masculine variant
Titianus quite frequent in the Balkan-Danubian provinces and in the Empire in gencral.

8. The last monument presented here comes from a fortuitous diservery. It is a tombstone
published by E. Bujor in 1954 33. We resume the discussion of the text of that monument on the
one hand because it was not included in the volume Inseripfiile din Sceythia Minor, V, Bucuresti,
1980 and on th" other because the aiticle published in a former number of the review Studit §i
Cercetdri de Istorie Veche could pass unnoticed by epigraphists (as experience showed). We did
not have the possibility to see the inscription itself so all the technrical data below are taken from
the already published text.

Fragmentary funerary slab of limestone ; broken into two pieces ; found in 1934-(or before ?);
dimensions : 110x0.82x0.10 m; the inscription field is slightly deepened and bordered hy a
frame on which the vine stalk with leaves and eluster ix represented ; the letters are 0.05 m high.
After the character of the letters the inseription dates hack to the second half of the second century.

The toext reads:

(D(1s) M(fanibus) |

o

rins vigi|t]

annes LY\
d e Primitiva

co(n )ivuz hene

merito co(n )[1u]

gi posfwit .. .]

l(ocus )[m(onwmenti ) in f(rontem) p(edes))|
1.1 : letter L is followed by a vertical rod and the lower part of another vertical one; 1.4 : the
last figure, X, from L.X' X falls in the hroken part of the slab but it nevertheless preserves the
initial printing.
Beside the autlior’s epigraphical consideralions, one can make some other remarks which
spring from -a thorough examination of the phouto; l.4: figure L appears overturned; 1.5: two
letters, maybe £ 4 /., are probably in ligature, which gives FL(avia); 1. 6—7 : the form with
bene merito instead of hene merenti is not very conmumon 3 and refers directly to the Primitiva's
husband ; 1.7 —8 : the only possible reading is co(n )[{u]gf as a synonym for maritus which appears
in inscrip.tion No. 6. The reading of the la~t line as proposed by the author remnains, in any case,
wholly hypcthetical.

32 W, Schulze., Zir Geschiclite der lateinischen Eigennamen, 33 [E. Bujor, SCIV, 5, 1954, 3—4, p. 599 —601.
Berlin, 1901, s.v. Tilus. M Sec for example, 1SM, NV, no. 244,
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Fig. 1. Independent{a. The
northern gate of the fort
with the original threshold,

Fig. 2. Independena. The northern gate of the fort willl {he new restored threshold.
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[ig. 3. Independenya. The
funerary slab dediecated by
Aelia Bendsi to her hus-
band, T. Flavius Secundus.

b

Fig. 4. Independenia. The
funcrary slab dedicated by
Claudius Clemens 1o his-
son, Claudius Martinus

a
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Valerius Valens, soldier in the IL.egion I [talica, to his

parents, Valerius Ponticus (father) and Valeria Nene
(mother)

Fig. 5. Independenta. The tombstone with the scene of the fune-
rary banquet dedicated to Aelius Valens and Aelius Sabinus.

Fig. 7. Independenta. Frag-

mentary funcrary slab re-

cording Caius Valerius Lon-

ginus, veleranus ex benefi-

ciario in the Legion V Ma-
cedonica.
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Fig. 8. Independenta. The tombstone of Memmii Fig. 9. Independen{a. The tombstone dedicated
by Aelius Tilianus lo his mother, Flavia Tilia.
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7 EPIGRATIHICAL FTINDS IN THE ROMAN FORT GiF INDEPENDENTA 255

The analysis of the texts on the epigraphic monuments, three of which are monwunents
of art ax well, leads to some paleographic, grammatical and aitistic conclusions and also entail
more general socio-juridical remarks regarding the extent in which these documents reflect the
degree of Romanization of the society at Halmyris.

a. Paleography. All the letters on the cight pieces under examination evince remarkablo
correctness of lines although some are asynunetrically or artlessly engraved (Nos. 1, 2, 4). In
the inseriptions made for the wealthy families (Nos. 3, 6) the line is accurate, straight.

A series of paleographic characteristies are quite notable : letter N slightly slants {o the
right (Nos. 2, 4, 7) : letter F has an exaggeratedly prolonged left base (No. 1); but for one text
(No0.3), all the others contain ligatures to a smaller (Nos. 1, 3) or greater extent (Nos. 4, 6, 7).

b. Grammar. From the very beginning we must emphasize that the seven inscriptions
are written in correct Latin. However, we must remark several peculiarities : in inscription No.1
the copulative conjuncetion et links DM and Memoria. Quite notable that the quasi-obligatory
completion Memori(ae ) would have required TFlavius Secundus’ name in its Genitive and not
in the Nominative case, as it is written.

In inscription No. 2 the final § is far from the name proper, perhaps for reasons of
space economy or perhaps because the process of its deletion had already started, at least in
colloquial speech, Infact the final S of the word ennis in the same inscription is altogether omit-
ted. There is a similar situation in inseription No. 7, where the final S of filius is deleted, although
in this case it may have been voluntarily omitted for lack of space. Nevertheless, the deleted
final S in the two inscriptions of Independenta can be attributed to the wider phenomenon of
S deletion in inseriptions 33,

Finally, let us examine two questions related to the sentence word order in inscriptions
Nos. 6 and 7. In No. 6 the noun in the Dative coniugi must have been placed after Flavius Martinus
maritus eius to which it is connected syntaecticallyv, particeularly as it was Flavius Martinas who
dedicated the tombstone to his wife (contugi ) and not Flavius Secundus after which the noun
contux is placed.

The second case (No. 7) is an instance of reversal of the final part of the text ; vizit an(nis )
LX must have been placed after matri, whereas the formula benemerenti must have been followed
by posiit,and in that case the wording of the text must have been the following : D(is ) M (anibus )
Fl(aviae) Titiae matri vizit an(nis ) LY Aelius Titianus filius benemerenti posuit.

The persistent preservance of native Thracian anthroponvmy (No. 1) is a widely spread
phenomenon being frequently resorted to as an evidence of the resistance of the native traditions
in the field of onomastics to the adoption of Roman names and to Romanization in general 3%
However strong such arguments may be, the adoption of Roman names, usually in consequence
of receiving Roman citizenship, represents a wide breach in the native traditions and attests to
the quick Romanization of the names, consciousness and customs of the Thracian-Dacian-Moesic
population.

According to paleography, the whole set of inseriptions (except No. 3) seems to have
heen written during the latter half af the 2nd century and thefirst three decades of the 3rd century.

The eight epigraphic items speak of two Memmii, two Claudii, four Flavii, four V"alerii
and five _deliv.

The names of Memmius in inseription No. 6 suggest the penetration of Italic elements
probably as far back as the 1st century .A.D., while the names of Claudius and Flavius seem
to indicate that the persons were initially of peregrine origin. The five names of Aelius imply
that the respective persons or their parents at the most received the names under Hadrianus or
Antonius Pius.

The name Valerius was extremely frequent in the Roman Empire in the 2nd and 3rd
centuries. In our particular case, C. Valerius Longinus was probably granted Roman citizenship
when enlisting into the legion or perhaps he was a Roman citizen (the son of a veteran?) from
the very day he was born, undoubtedly on the territory of Moesia Inferior (No. 3). T. Fla:ius
Secundus scems also to have been a Roman citizen. The other three Valerius (No. 4) appear at
a somewhat later date towards late 2nd century or rather the first half of the 3rd century.
Anyhow, irrespective of the specific socio-juridical status of each individual, all anthroponyms
on the seven funerary monuments attest to a vigorous Romanity living in north-eastern Dobrudja
as far back as the 2nd —3rd centuries A. D. speaking correct Latin, with small excusable wording im-
perfections, the result of the fact that the language was spoken in a provincial environment

35 H. Mih&aescu, La langue latine dans le sud-est de ' Europe. 36 V. Besevliev, Unfersuclungen (iber die Personennamen
Bucuregti--Paris, 1978, p. 211. bei den Thrakern, Amslerdam, 1970, p. 60--G68.
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c. Art. From the artistic point of view, tombstone Nos. 3, 6 and 7 can be generally
assigned to the typologyv of inscriptions already discovered in Moesia Inferior.

Number 3 belongs to the category of Danubian tombstones class B, group XI, more
frequently considered to date back to the latter half of the 2nd and to the 3rd centuries, charac-
teristic of Mocesia Inferior 37, although some pieces belonging to the same category were found
in Dacia Inferior 38 as well.

Tombstone No. 6 was not included among the tvpes characteristic of Moesia Inferior.
Tombstones with panels supported by colonades scem to have originated in north-eastern Italy,
in Ravenna, in the lower basin of the Poriver and in Venice 39, wherefrom they spread to Noricum,
Pannonia and along the Lower Danube limes. Such tombstones are quite frequent in Moesia
Inferior, particularly in its western areas 4°. In contrast to the already known cases, the tombstone
of Independenta displays some original variants of ormamentation and stylistic arrangement.
Thus, the acanthus flower is surrounded by a wreath and there are two lateral rosettes which
lend originality to the disposition of ornaments.

The dolphins flanking the upper side of the panel represent another original addition
as comparcd t> the already known sret of tombstones of this tvpe. As for the long Corin-
thian colonades that support the panel, there is an analogy, although not a very close one,
in the tombstone of Labet (Lom district) where they are rectangular 4. At Peicinovo (Burumli,
Belene district) the Corinthian colonades support a panel displaying the scene of the funerary
banquet 42. The Italic onomastic register in the text of inseription No. 6 as well as the north-eastern
1talic origin of this type of tombstone 43 might point to the presence of some Italic elements in
the group of colonists who settled in Halmyris or, in any case, to craftsmanship of an Italic tradi-
tion in the decoration of this tombstone. However, the slight clumsiness in writing the letters
and in shaping the colonades, the slight asymmetry of the panel seem rather to indicate a local
craftsinen who treated the older Italic model in an original way.

Tombstone No. 7 cannot be included in the typology of tombstones worked out by Maria
Alexandrescu Vianu, becausc the triangular fronton is not flanked by acroteria but by floral
motifs represcnting acanthus branches 42, The two tombstones discovered at Oescus %5 are other
cases having a framed triangle without acroteria ; there is no wreath on them but an ornamentation
representing rich vegetation and ferns. The closext analogy to the triangular framed fronton lacking
acroteria with ornamentation and wreath, treated in a similar manner is supplied by two tomb-
stones of Troesmis 4 and the one of Marcianopolis 4.

We cannot conclude this brief analysis of the three tombstones without paying due heed
to the accurate iconographic approach cf subjects, the craftsmen observing all the artistic requi-
rements of the time, which proves the strong Roman iconographic artistic tradition in the pro-
vince. The slight and hardly perceivable aitlessness in execution, particularly in tombstones
Nos. 3 and 6, can be accounted for by the existence of local workshops in which the local stone-
-cutter treated in a correct but personal way the respective artistic subjects 48,

41 Under the circumstances, the previous existence of a

37 \[. Alexandrescu-Vianu, Dacia, N. &., 17, 1973, p. "20.
single prominent acroterium is possible, at is was the case of

38 [hidemn.
39 Jpidem. the tombstone in Mokres (D. P. Dimitrov, op. cit,, no. 19),
4 D. I'. Dimitrov, Nadgrobnite ploci ol Rimsko precme v subsequently removed to fit the block into the threshold.
Severna Lalgariia, Sofia, 1942, nr. 20, 22, 26, 30 —33, 3739, 43 D. P. Dimitrov, op. cit., no. 7, 8.
70—73, centered on Ratiaria, Bononia, Lukoviia, Dobri 46 ISAI, V, no. 184, 186/1.
Dol, Novo Selo, Drenovet with extensions as far as Nooac . 47.D. P. Dimitrov, op. cil., no. 19.-

43 For detalls on the various aspects of the dating and the
41 Jbiclem, no. 26. 1:orphology of the artistic context of the tombstores in
2 Ibidem, no. 63. Mocsia Inferior, see G. Bordenache, Dacia, N. S., 9, 1965, p.
43 . Mansuelli. Le stelle romane del terrilorio ravennate e 253--281; M. Alexandrescu-Vianu, Dacia, N. S., 21, 1977, p.
del Basso P6, Ravenna, 1967, p. 82. 139—166 ; cadem, Dacia N. S., 29,1985, p. 57—59.

and Nicopolis ad Istrum.
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