
NE\V EPIC: iRAPI HCAL FINDS IN THI:: RO:\ L\°'.'\ FORT OF INDEPENDENT„\ TU LCEA COU'.'\TY 

l\UHAIL ZAHARIADE 

Duri ng th<' 1 985 - 1 987 <'x cavations carried out oYer the northe1n gate of the Roman and 
latt> H omnn fort near Inrll'pnulen ţ a , 'l'nlcea count�', recentl y  identified with the ancient Salmoru R/ 
Halmyr i R 1,  f:ewn tomb�tonef\ WPI't' 1mc0Yel'Prl . All thPse can be added to the eight Yotive inscrip­
tion s nwntioning a rfr1rn cla88i('() l'I/ m 2, to the ,.t>xillat ion altar of Legion R I Italica and XI Olaudia3 
and other i sulated fragments of imwriptiom that h ave al rPa<l�· hPen rlwelt upon.  

In 198:1 ,  when ('l<'aring tl H' fronts icle of the gate fillecl up to 2 .f>O - 3.00 m with the debris 
of the superio;truf'ture of the flanking toweri;; NoR .  l arnl 1 6 ,  there were found two tombstoneR 
( �oR . 1 and 3 ) .  A fragmentan· tombRtone shows 1 he KC(>ne of the funerary banquet with the first 
l ine of an in i;;cript ion hen<'ath ( Xo .  :� ) .  It wai;; obY iom; that a l l  the three hlockR h ad been fixed into 
thP internai fac·l'K of the tow<>rs .  Tlw Yl'ry pos it ion tlw�· had when u ncoYned - on the Yery ancient 
walking-lPY<'l itsPlf - prn,·es that theRe hlorkK were the first to fall rlown. 

During thP Hl�G C' X ('ani . t iorn � ,  when ean.Ying out the Pxtenr; i ,·e work of complete clearing, 
eight hloch han' hePn i dPntifi P<l n·ithin the thr<'sh ol d of the :3r<l ph ar;p of the gate 4 which, judg­
i n g  from the ir app<>aranc·e, werP l iablc> to h a,·p in Reriptio11 :-: .  HoweYPr , at the time, one single 
fragmc>ntar�· hlock C � o .  ,; ) con•ring the <lrai n  of the gate harl ceitain traces of a 'vritten t ext . 
C'onl'lidering the i-ize, Pxternal ornaments and r;l ight traces of kad minium, the two big flanking 
hloch ( XoR . 6 and 7 )  wPrc> abo l ikely to h an hacl Ronw tPxt engraw<l . The upper five blockr; 
of the thrPRhold undPrlying thc> �tone arnl mortar blocking up the gate în its fourth phase were 
abo l iahle to have in Kcr i ption s (Fig.  l ) .  

I n  .Tune 1987 , on the ba�is o f  a prev iousl.v appro>ed project t o  replace the northern gate 
t.lm•shol<l blocks and to recupcratP such important epigraphical documents, the eight pieces were 
tak<•n out . 'l'he threshold 1rns res tored to the predse iihapc it hacl when discovered. Out of eight 
hlocks only five had i n seript ions, the remaining thrce bC' ing re-uHed i n  the new re-bnilt iitructure 
of the threshold of tlw n m th em g·ate (Fig. 2 ) .  

Con seqrn·ntl �·, a l l  tlw i l l � < " r ipt ion s ar<> fnn nar,\· mon 11me11 t s  taken out of the 2n<l -
:3r<l c·P11tnries neeropoli ,.; of tlw set tlement at the hegi 1 1 1 1 i ng of the ;'Jth centur�· when t he third 
ph ase of thP 11orthern gate \Yas h u i l t  up 5• 1t iR remarkahh, lHnw,·er that all thc> funerary i11::>Prip­
ti ol l i'\  \\'('l'e fo und i n  tlw threshoM of t hc gatt• ,  therpfore tlw�· wt>re not UKPd as builcl ing material 
for the i nner half of the g<1te wlwre the Yot.i\·e a ltan; wt·n� re\·ealed . 

\Ye i;hall prexcnt Uw epigTa ph i ca l monum<•ntx as they WPI'P found iu 1 9�;'i or takeu 
ont of the thresholcl of tlw gatt> i 11 Hl8 7 .  

1 .  'L'ombKtone of yellow i ,;h , por i�h . l'hel l-like, low ltUality l irnel'tone, brokl'n u p  i nto two 
part s ; founcl in 198.i ; d i mens iou s : 1 . 3 1  x o . s,; X 0 . 1 î m ;  thP i n sel'iption fa�ld i::> sl ightly dcep­
t'IH'd : 0 . 8:i x 0 .-17 1 1 1 ; t lw text i s  hPlll l lH'tl i u  hy a s i m ple , 1 1 0 1u1P <·orntt•cl border 0 .08 m wide ; 
the lPttPl'H are 0.()4 - () .(){j 1 11 h igh With ,.} jgJit t W <'f'S o l' ) pac[ l l l Î l l Îl l l l l ; la1 ge, nthPl' <·lum sy, Ul'ymme­
tl 'il'al letten;, \\'e <late' tht> inseri r tio1 1  1 o  thl:' •� I l ll of the :.l1Hl <�Pntmy A . n .  ( Fig.  :� ) .  

Tlw te xt l'Pads as follows : 
JJ(is ) JI (a n ilms) 
t'(i) JI emori ( ae)  
1' Ji'l ( avi us) 8 e<·u n­
dus ri«:it an-

i) H i.<ţ L .Ae1ia 
Be11d�i ma­r,ito suo pi-

1 :\ I .  Sucewanu , \ I .  Zahari a d L· .  l luciu.  '\ . S  . .  :1 1 .  1 \18/,  
I - :! .  p .  87 - 96.  

• . \ 1 .  Suc«'ve111rn ,  \ I .  Zaharia d e .  I >c„·ia. '\ .  S . ,  :�o. I OHG,  
1 :!, p . 10 \1 -- l :W .  
LJAC IA, l\ .  S . ,  tome XX' d \", Buc:.irc-. 1 ,  l \J!JO, p .  2:"i9 - 2li6 

: i  \!.  Zaharia<lL·. Dacia. :-.; ,  S., '.10. Hll5G . 1 - �,  p. l irl -- l i'!i, 
' \ [ .  Zahariade, :\ I .  St1l'L'\"L•au11 , A. Opai ţ ,  C. Opai l ,  F. To­pulran11, Dacia. '\ .  S„ :1 1 .  1 !187 .  I - :! .  p. lOi> -- 1 06.  
• lbirf„11 1 .  p .  10: 1  a1 1d  I O �J .  
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21io 
entisaimo 
ei sibi 1:ivo 

10 suo posuit . 
1 .2 : T from ET i s  nussmg.  
1 .4 : A + N in l igatme . 
D1"s 3! anibus and Jl emoria are well-Jrnown in cther Danu lJi an pro\ im·Pfi 6 \Yhi  ]e tht, name 

of Flavius Secundus, in our case Aelia Bendsi 's  husband, i s  quite frN:1lwnt in the Roman Empire ; 
another Fla·rius Secundus appears at Independenţa in this Yery form . The cognomen lJends i  rHea]s 
the woman's Thraco-Dacian origin ; nomen gentile , A clfo, proYef; a peregrine origin . 

Bendsi is probably a conupt form of the well-known Thracian �l i c·ro-Asiatic deity Bendis, 
sometimes identified with A1 temis or with Hekate in the G reek pan theon 7• The name of the 
feminine deity was taken on•r and suitably used in the TJnaeian fprn i ni ne onomaRtic Rplwre . A 
Bendi Pa1°i1is (filiae )  11 xori i R  mentioned in an imcript i cn i n  fl1 il ipri (l\lacHlcnia)8 ; at Be�te 
(Bulgaria) the Rame name appean; under the form : S1"ses lUurnsen?°s et Bendi mririta 0•  Other irn;erip­
tions reYeal feminine persons bearing the names of <l>f.(etol.oc) Bfvot� at Doganorn (B nlgaria)10 and 
BevoLi; Z&Lr.ocooi; 11 :md [B]i-,oL� in Thasos 12 ; at Panticar aeum a Bi\�EL .S u·(&-:-"fj;; Mou C1:" 6FE0�11 
is mentioned. 

From the known examples it results that the fonn Boc<li-Bendis i:-; the mo:st fr<'qucor 1t .  
As for the form Bendsi on our imcription one could take into aernunt the poirnibil ity of a mistake 
made by the lapidary who renn:ed the last two letters and wrote Bends i  imtead of JJcndis, the 
form which appears în all the G tl:er known examples .  

2 .  Tombstcne o f  yellowish ,  hard lime � ton c brokn1 at the lower pa1t ; fl,u�1d in 1985 ; 
dimensions : 1 .03 x 1 .01 x 0.15 m ;  the Rlightly deepened imcri ption field is 0.68 111 long ; the lettfl s 
are 0.05 - 0.08 m high ; upright, accm ately Engrawd lettns ; well spaced but a rather a8ynune­
trical writing ; on the left f'ide of the frame which llorden; the field of thc inscrir-tion , there h 
an ornament showing a Yine with leaYes an u clui:_.;ter. \Ye dat� the in i'icri1 tion back to the ::;econd 
half of the second century (Fig. '1 ) .  

The text reads as follow8 : 
D ( is ) Jf ( a?n°bus) 
Claud1"1l8 �11 -
artinits t"i-
xit anni (s )  XX 

5 Claudius C-
1 emens pat ( er) 
rfil]io pient (issimo) 

1 .2 and 3 : S - lEttcrs �ligl,tly sr aced from the rcmainder of the names : 
1 .6 : · under the ringl<>t of P ther<> is an oblique l i ne slightly traecd but clear cnough for P to be 
taken as R .  

1lf<. rli1111s and Clernenli an• antbropuny m s  CUIT<>ntly oecuning ! n  the Roman provincial 
onomastics . Anothc·r }lfortinus a1Ji;ea1 s at Indeprndenţa in irnscriptiN1 No . 6. If in line b therc is RA T instrad of PA 1' thi R  would gc>nerate an origo for Claudi11s Clenuns from H atiaria .  As the 
relatiomhip w;th the scn,  Claudiits J.llartinus, had to be specified in the im:cription due to the 
presence of the gen itin [fil]fo, the only poRsible rrading is  PA T ( er ) . 

3 .  Tombstone of soft, yellowish lime1>tone ; it is made up of two fiagment:;; , the former 
. fonnd in 1 985 i n the outer debriR of the norther n gate and the latter in 1987 having its lower 
part intentionally cut in order to fit into the threshold of the samc ga·�p ; dimensions :  1 .7 1  x l .47 
X 0.17 m ;  the slightly deepened insc1iption field i i,;  0.41 m wide ; big, YeI tical, carefully engra­

ved letters ; 0 .06 - 0.08 m high . The two fragments fit perfectly . The fragment from the upper 
row of the threshold shows that the monument was cut into two pieces, both serv ing simultaneous­
ly and not successively as building material for the third phase of the gate, a fact which suggests 
that the upper part of the threshold, made up of the five slabs, was bnilt up at · the same date 
(Fig. 5 ) .  

• c.g. I S:\I,  V, n o .  1 8 1  (frocsmis) ; lD H ,  1 1 1/3, n o .  1 79 
(l\lici11) ; 358 (Ampelum). !\lany inscriptions indicele only 
Memoria. 1 Z. Goccva, Drr /Jcnrlisku/t und die /Jezic!111nqc11 rn•isd1c11 
Thrakien und f{/ein a.•ie:i, ln llommaqe <i J l aarte11 J. Ver­
maseren, I, Lelden, 1978, p. 397 - 404 (wlth the blbllography to which we also 11rl cl D .  Popov, F.•scr1ce, origine el propnga/ildz du rr:lt� de la rl<'r"u thrace llcndis, in T>ialo.111�., d'/listoire 
ancienne, '..! ( �= A 1males li l lcrnircs ele I' L"nh·ersi le de Besan-

con , 1 88),  Cl'nlrr de rechcrchcs <l"hisloirc ancic·nne, 21, Par i s  
Î976, p .  '..!89- 3u:i. 8 D. Decev, Vie thrakischen Spracl1resle, 2 Auflage, 'Vien. 
1 976, p. 50. 

o CIL, III ,  6137.  io G . I. Kazerow, DissPnnn, 1 938, ser. I I ,  fuse. 1 -1 ,  p.  2Y7. 
1 1 Ch.  Picard, BCH, 45, 1 fl'..! t ,  p. 1 71 ,  no. 3:l. 1 2  Ibidem; p. 1 73,  no. ·1 1 i .  
1 3  \" . Letlşev, IOSPE, 1 1, no. 223. 
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3 EPIGHAPHICAL FINDS IN THF: RO'.\!AN FORT OF INDEPENDENŢA �61 

The tombstone include:;; two pa1ts : a) the upper rectangular one shows the scene of 
the funerary banquet (coe n a  f11 nebn"s ) .  The deceaPed I:es on hiR left side on a kline with a thick 
mattress leaning agaimt a h igh ,  S-shaped baek cuned at its upper extremity. The legs of the 
kline have protuberanccs ;  th f' dPeeasrd :>cems to l ie  w ith his head propped directly on the 
upper edge of the bed . r11der h i s  left Plbow, there is  a l ittle pillow. HiR right hand is  bent at a 
right angle, touching the mattreRs .  The leg:;; are stretched out at full length and the feet are 
not cov-ered . The table (1n('11sa triprs )  iR  of a round shape with i;traight legs which end in 
hoov-eR. There are fruits on t1ie tr,ble (Jlfobahly appleR) . On both sides of the mortuary bed 
there are two charactrrn ; on the right side a woman , half turned to the onlookcr, seated on a 
J,;r1tlz €dta with a high back , with a Plightl y cmTed upper extrt'mity ; her legs rest on a rectan­
gular f'-tool whi ch Fta1ids at the bottom of the kathedra ; on the kft Ride a man, probabl y the 
:-;lav-e of the deceased, fitands drefised in cln'fon in a static attitude. 

The lower register includes the inscription field. 
The text reads as follo-ws : 

D (  is ) JJ! ( an ib1's) 
Ael(ius) Vale-
ns vix (it ) 
an ( nis ) XL V et 

5 Ael(ius) Sabi-
nus fil (ius) (et) 
vix(it) an {nis) VIII 
t(itulum) p (osuit) .Ael(ius) Val{ens �)  
ref ( erani1s ? )  . . . 

10 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
letters E ( 1 . 2 )  and I ( 1 .6 )  are 0.02 m high ; letter E ( 1 .8) is 0.04 m high ; 1 .6 : et is a wrong 
addition made by the lapidary ; l .8 :  V +  A i n  ligature. 

The tombstone, t (itulum ) , is therefore dedicated by Aelius Valens to another Aeliua 
Valens and to bis son Aelius Sabinus, who died at the age of 45 and 8, respectively. Aelius Valens 
seems to have been a military man or rather a veteran, tombstones decorated with the scene 
of funcrary banquet bcing dc<licated mostly to this kind of people a. Aelius Yalens as well as 
Aelius Sabinus are extremely freqnent names ia the Balkan-D anuhian provinces. Our restitution 
in 1 .9,  ref, although uncertain, cornpels rccognition bccause the slab broke in that very place 
"·here the upper part of the oblique linC's of the V, the beginning of E and the readable enough 
upper line of a T are to be notice<l . They are followed by two or three more letters which 
are not distinguishable .  Aelius Valens, the dedicator, i s  either a relative or an heir of the family 
of thc deceased . 

4 .  Tombstone of hard, grey limestone, broken into four fragments ;  found in 1987 ; 
dimensions : 2 .22 x 0.82 x 0.13 m ;  the inscription field iR l'lightly deepened : O. 77 X 0.43 m ;  the 
letters are 0.04 - 0.05 m high ; the writing is generally neat and careful ; senral hederae distin­
guentes but no ornamental motifs . The paleography of the letters and the many ligatures date 
the inscript'.on back to the first half of the third century (Fig. 6) .  

The text reads as  follows : 
D (is) Jf ( anibus )  Val ( en·o ) Po­
ntico et Val{ eriae) 
Nene parenti-
bus b ( ene) merenti(bus) 

5 Val(erius) Valens 
filius 
m-il { es) leg(ionis) 
I !tal ( icae) 

posuit . . 
1 .2 : N + T, V +  A + L in ligature ; 1 .3 : N + F in a double ligature ; N + T in ligature ; 
1 .4 : N + T + I  in ligature ; 1 .5 : V +  A in ligature ; letters A in lines 1 -5 have the horizontal 
binding line oblique. . 

Ponticus is a name of Greek origin 15, taken over and widely used in the Roman W orld 
and rather widely spread in the Balkan-Danubian and Micro-Asiatic provinces of the Roman Em. 
pire . A Julius Ponticus appears in 134 on the laterctilus of the Legion V Maeedonica quarte�ed at 
Troesmis 15 •  The name occurs no less than four times in another inscription found in the ·. sailîle 

u Z. Covaceff, Pontica, 18,  1 985, p .  1 75. 1• w. Pape, G. Benseler, W /Jrterbuch der griechischen Ei� ennamen, II,  Braunschweig, 1 9 1 1 ,  p .  1233 - 1 234. 

16  I SM, V ,  no. 137, col. IX, -3, A. Fl(avius) · Pont(icuil 
ianus ? )  also appears, ln col. VI 1 5 .  
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MIHAIL ZAHARIADE 
• · 4 

fortreRs a1ul dated t o  A. D. 1 06 - l6X dPsignating ,· arimr n  memh<:'rs of a fam i l .\· of mil i t  ary lll<'ll ( rn t n ­
rans a n d  men Ren ing i n  tlw same u n i t ) o f  Amast rix li . l "al('}'ius Vale11s is a widcl�· spread n1u ne i n 
the Empire , especially i n  t he Balkan-Danuhian pr0Yi11ces , so wc shall not i ns i8t upon i t . If V alrn:u.<t 
Po11tic11s, t he fat her, h ad h ad an.\· co1 111ec· ( . ion w i t h  1 1w ann�·, tlwn l "alaiu.� J "alf'ns, rmlcl i l'l' in I 
Italica, who dedieated t h is lllonumPnt t o  his parPnts,  could haYc i n lwri t Pll t he m i l i t ary t radi t i ons 
in which he h ad heen hrought u p .  

X<'ll <' a ppParR i n  thh; nn· fon n  i n  a n  i l lsl'ri pt ion a t  Saeid a n1 i l l  whieh t h c  n amc was eoITeet -
1.Y read b.\· A .  Aric·escu 18• A N·'i'rlj:;, as a familiar feminine a ppelatiYP appc>ars ncar 
�icopolis  ad Istrum 19 arnl 8[ ill  as a fem i n i n e  1 1allle UJllkr t he frrm of Nina, _,Y i11 n a ,  Sin n ita,  
as martyrn in Thes8aloniea, H �·zant i u m ,  and XoY iodunum 20• A eo!llposi t P  NE�'1(cro:; appeal's 
as a ma1-1culine n ame at Re:mYo in ::\Iaceclon i a  21• \Ye alw nwu tion l he form Xm1 n a ,  mart yr 
in the flame t ow n  22 • .A 'Pl(a tia ) Son a appearn on a fragment of a Yot iYe alt ar in Tomis dafrd 
bar�k to t he first t h inl of l he 2nd cPnt UIT 2 3 .  

The nanw was consillPn'd t o  he of Thrada n ,  C'Plt i c, G rPek o r  ) l iero-Asiat i <' i-;t oek 24• Tlrn 
feminine n ame S <'ne i8 a niekname, a s  Jll'll\'ed Y en· dearl y b�- t lw i1 1 sc·ri1Jt ion rwar X i eopol i K  
a d  fatrum : A•jp r,l.Loc �ocohix -� zoct N·r;,rr1c:. I '  alf'ria X <'ll f a t  Hal 1 11yris sePms t o  h e  part 
of an important group of 'l'hraC'o-Phl'ygian Plcnwn t :'\  of A8ia .:\l i nor, sett lPd at onP lllOlll('ll t or 
successiYely in the eastern ::\ l oesia fofrrior. 'i'he big famil.\· of Y l'I Prans and m i l i t ary 11wn sen· i llg 
in the legion Vth 'Mace<loniea at 'l'roPs111i K ,  t h l' 1wople in Saeida\' a ,  Tom i s ,  Xododunum and Ni co­
poliR ad fatrum plcacl for t h i s  i nfpn•nc·e . On t he o t lwr hand , the mel l i ion of l hl' I1egion I I t al ica,  
and of its i-loldier, I' aluiu8 1 " 11ll'ns ,  on t lw i nscl'iption at InclPpPmh·nţ a  raiscs t lll' queKt ion of  t lw 
pre8ence of a legionary \"ex.illation i n  1.lw fort or i t K nPigh hourhood in t he firnt half of t hP :3rd 
century. \Ve think it i s  ob,·ioui-l t hat tlll' funerary monument d a t PK aff rr t he uepart urP of 
the Vth l\facedonica to Dacia, as it ii-l difficult to suppose t hat Yale1iu1-1 Ya lens ldt NoYae and 
erected a funerary monument at Halmyri1', i .e .  Independen ţ a .  EYcn if t lw nwntion of the Legion 
I Italica is not an irrefutable argu uwn t  for aeeepting t he Jll'ese11ce at Halmyris of a Yexi llat ion 
of that legion in the first half of the 3nl ct•ntury, t he Ppigra1ihical eddence f'hows t hat dming this 
period the sector of the maritime D anube was Rt rict l�· controlled by t he legion in :NoY a(' through 
itR subunits 25• If we take iuto account 1 hP fae t tha t the administ ra �  i w  and militan aut horit y 
of the Legion I ltaliea was exC'l' t Pcl o \·er t lwse l'Pgions aud O \"('l' the nort hern aud nor th-wes l eri1 
shore of the Hlack Sea and it Pxlcrnled o\·pr t he a��ti d t ies of the ::\[oesiau flpet 26, and the faet that 
at Halmyris there was a flee l s t a t ion near t hc fort, epigraphil'ally l l l'OH'd h�- t he exi8t ence of a 
rfrus classicoru m 27, we ean suppost• t h at suh-un i t s  of t he l<'gion I l i a l i('a \H'l'l', from t he seconcl 
half of the second Ct>n1. ury until t he TP I rarl'l1ic e1JOeh a common prPsern·c i n  t he 1-Ialm.\TiR fort . 

:i . Tomh:.; l one of yl'llowi�h · l i ml'K t o11e ; frag1 1wnt a1y ; fomul i n  1 987 ; dimension s : 
0.68 x O.HO x 0.20 m ; t he slig·ht ly dt•t·pP1iell i n sni p t ion field i x () .;)� m "·ide ; the let t en; are O.O;J - O.OG 
m high ; the let t t'rn am Xl'parat.l'll h,\· hf'dcrac di8f i11 g11 e11 tcs ; t ra el's of h·ad miniU11 1 .  'l'he dat e of 
t h e  i nscription : A .  n. 1 06 - 1 68 ( Fig.  7 ) .  

'fhe tPxt reacls a s  folio\\·:-; : 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  [ri _I 
a; (it ) a n [ n ][s X X Xl l 
C ( afos ) ral (erius ) Lo11-
gi1111s ret (l'l'anus) 

;) HeJg (io11 is ) 1 ·  .llac(('(lon i('(t f' )  
ea; h (enejiciario ) . . .  •. 
COXI 

11 Ibidem. nr. 1 8 G .  ts  A . A ricescu . S C I\'.  2 1 .  1 \li3,  1 .  p .  1 1 2 - 1 1 :1 re· rrarls 
the )etlers .\'E a t  lhe cn d of l . i  of lhe Sacirla\'a in scr ipt ion (�. Gos lar, Soi mon11mc11/c cpigra{ice din Sr11thia .Hinor, 
Constanţa,  1 96� . p. 80 - 00 �' � I C I ,  5. H lo3, p .  306 - 300, 
fi_�.  1 2 )  repea ted at the beginning of th e next l ine  ( 1 .8) .  i n  a 
single word which rcpresen ts.  in fact, the namc of thc dccea­sed's wife, .Yeuc, as u famil iar appelati\'c . The �amc reading with E. Popescu ,  Tnscripţiile grccc.�li ş i  /ali11c din secolele IV-.\· I 1 l  descoperile 111 Romdn iu, Bucurqti, 1 9i6, no. 1 88.  

19 G. :\lihailo,-, I G B ,  I T ,  6 8 i .  
20 D. Decev, op. ci l„ p .  33 1 .  21 Ibidem, p .  3'..!8 .  
2� I b.îden1 , p .  332 . 
23 I S :\ I ,  l i ,  nu. 1 60 w i l h  the whol e b i bl iogr;1.phy or lhc 

prohl rm anrl '" i l h  lhe ob�rn·;i t ion lhat lhe term dumus in 
lhe Latin trnnscri p t ion of lhr (;rrrk 8o::ijloc; is of a Thraco­
Fh r�·gian origin.  

24 F o r  more detailed discu�sions see A. H ol d er , .4. //ke/­
lisc/1er Sprac/1uha/:, 2,  Leipzig, 1 896-190 4 ,  p.  759 ; P.  Kretsch­
mer, Ein /citun ; iii die Gesc/1ichte der griechischen Sprache, 
Gi:iltingcn. 1 89fi ,  ::1 13 - 3·1 -1 : I .  Sundwal l ,  K l i o ,  1 1 , 1 9 1 2 ,  
p .  1 iO : L . Zgu�la. l\lci11asiu/ische Pcrsonennamen, Prague, 
1 964, p.  35i, no.  1 0'..! 1 ( 1 - 1 ) ;  339, no. 1 035 ( 1 ) . 

:s E. Do11.1 ţ i u - Boilă,  SC J \' ,  '..!3 ,  1972, 1 ,  p. 56 - 59 ; A.Ari­ce�cu , Pontica, 1 0 ,  1 9i7, p. 1 79 - 1 90 ; idem , .\rmata tn 
Dobror;ea ronw11ă, Bucureşti , 1 9 77, p. 4 1 -- H .  2 •  E .  A .  Bcl i caev, Y D I .  I CJ 6 ,  1 968, 4 ,  p.  1 27 - l :ii ; T .  Sar­nowsk i . .\'uv1w11siu. :; . \\'ars�(.IWa. l llR7, p. 1 3 5 - I n:i .  

27 S c l'  note :'\o.  '..! . 
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5 EPIGRAPHICAL FINDS IN THE ROMAN FORT OF INDl!:PENDENŢA 2G3 

1 .2 : x on the left Ride certainly comes from via;(it) ; A + N in liga ture ; 1 .5  : .Jf + A in ligature ; 
1 .7 : uncertain reading, lettern eraRed ; probably COH or CON or COXI. 

Gaius Valerius Longinus iR1 thereforc1 a veteranus ex beneficiario but it is hard to tell 
whether he was legati legionis1 consularis, or procuratoris as this office appears many times on the 
laterculus of the V Macedonica at Troesmis.  The name Valerius Longinus is mentioned two more 
times in the same inscription 28• AR a veteran sett led in the canabae of Halmyris1 C .  ValeriuR Lon­
ginus erected a monument in honour of an unknown person who had lived for 32 years . Under 
normal circumstances, if one of the two Valerii Longini at Troesmis and our Longinus were one 
and the same pernon, the laterculus at Troesmis should have contained the indication ea; beneficia­
rio since both inscriptions mention veterans . It is preferable then to consider Longinus at Halmyris 
as a third Valerius Longinus mentioned in Dobrugea . 

6 .  TombRtone of yellowish limestone, broken into four fragments ;  found in 1987 ; 
dimensions : 2 .56 x 0.90 x 0.2 ;')  m ;  the inscription field is slightly deepened : 1 .30 x 0.45 m ;  letters 
are 0.65 x 0.08 m high ; upright, elegant letters with straight symmetrical lines. The monument 
hag two parts : a) the upper one reveah; a Yaulted gabie wall in relief, 0.70 m high, supported by 
two small columns with  Corinthian style and bases in stairs .  A dolphin is shown on the top right ; 
the same representation must have exiRted on the left top corner as well, but the slab was cut in  
right angle to f i t  into the left fold of the northern gate .  In the middle there is a corona with 
dense leaves bound at the bottom with a tape in the form of a hedera which branches symmetri­
cally. In the middle of the corona there are a palm of acanthus and two rosettes placed lateraHy 
with three petals each ; b) the inscription field is framed by the two little columns. We date the 
inscription to the second half of the second century (Fig. 8) .  

The text reads as follows : 
D(is) llf (anibus) 
11-femmia 21lar-
cia vfrcit 
annis XVIIII 

5 Mem(mius) Mar­
cus pater 
eius et Fl ( a'Viits) Mar­
tinus mari-
tus eius et 

IO Fl(avius) Secun­
dus d eius 
coniug1: 
p (ientis."Jimae) p (  osuernnt ) 

1 .2 : A + .JI + A  in ligature ; 1 .7 : E + T and M + A  in liga.ture ; 
1 .9 : E + T in ligat.ure ; dots among some words on lines 7, 9, 10, 11,  12 .  

In the Halmyris fort there lived a family of  Jfemmii which, judging from the general 
appearance of the monument , may have belonged to the local aristocracy. Memmius is an ancient 
Ital ic  name 29• In Lower Moesia as well as in  other Balkan-Danubian provinces and generally 
throughout the Empire Memmii are rather frequent . 

The text raises no reading difficulties . The relationship can be easily traced. 
Memmius .Jfarcus- � I 

Memmia :Marcia - Flavius Marti'ltus 
Flavius Secundus, mentioned at the end of the inscription, entitled himself D EI US, 

hence D of Memmia Marcia. Although another Flavius Secundus appeared in inscription No.1 of 
Independenţa, it seems highly improbable that they are one and the same person although the 
latter died at about fifty years of age and this might be an argument for supporting the identity 
between the two persons .  The abbreviation D seems more difficult to interpret. It should stand 
for a noun -:--- the name of a fll.nction - that must be in grammatical agreement with the pronoun 
in the genitive singular following it . The abbreviation D might mean either d(i$pensator) ao, 
manager of the goods of Memmia Marcia; or d( octor) with the sense of teacher 31, or d(omesticus),  
meaning "member of the family, client, friend", or even less probably "slave, affranchised, ser­
·Yant" .  

2$ IS:'\I, V ,  no. 1 37, col. l i  22 ; col . V I  18 .  2 0  Groag-Fluss, i n  R E ,  15 ,  1 932 , col. 602 - 637 ; s.v. 
.Uemm ius, col. 637- 638, Memmia. 

30 n. Cagnat; Cours d'epigraphie latine; Paris, 1014:, p .' 421, 
with the known variants for the abbrevialion D. 

31 A similar interpretation is made for Jetter d on an 
inscription of .\Temausus (Nimes), ILS, 5087 : Tr/Q. Vettio 
Graci/li cor triumf annorum XX V/natione Hispan/donavit L. Sestius/Ll'ltinus d (oelor ) .  
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2•14 MUIAIT.. ZAHARIADE 8 

7 .  Tomhsto1w of ydlc:wi;.;h l i mest orH' , fournl in 1 987 ; '1 i 1 1 1P11 sions : 2 .:H x O.HO x 0 . '.30 
l l l ; t 111• <k<'pPnPd and l'ranwcl ins<·ri ption fiC'ld : 1 . ;{;) X 0.6 � l l l ; t lw l P l  1 < l"" are O .Ori - 0 .06 m high ; 
tllC' h ig, ari less arnl :-ooml't inws a, .;�·mme l rica l let t ers h a n•  lead m i n i u m  l rac·eR .  The u pper part o r  
t he hlo('k was <'ll l in  onler t o  fi i in t o 1 \ Jp righ l lt>af  of t h<' ga l l'  t ln·psJwlcl . On t hr grnuncls of t hl· 
pakogTa ph,\· of t lw I P l  l ers t lw Î l l t-1<'ri pt ion t ·an he dat ecl hark t o  t l 1 <• la!  I C'r half of t ll <'  21ul <'f'l l­
tm�· or t IH• early ;{nl <'t>H l my ,\ . n. ( Fig. !l ) .  

'l'he 1110111 1 1 1w11t ha..; t wo parts : t h<' uppt'I' onP i s  d i drlC'd i n t o t h rC'c> fields  h�· t wo lat C'ral 
oul iqne s l ri 1w;.;, maki ng· u p  a t rim1gular fron t on w i t h omamPn t s  of aean t lms hraneh<'s on hot h 
i-;icles . TnsidP t h e t r iangular fron t on l lwrC' are a cor11 11 a wi! h t ra c'<':" of lPacl minium and a pinf' frui t  
ahoY e  i t .  A fp11 ia hi n cl;.; t lw c·ro wn at  i i  s hasP . Two symnwt rieal h PdPra hranehes spri nJ?; from t lw 
uppf'r l"icle of t he c·rown . Tlw 10\n'I' part of l lw hloek is cleeorat Pcl wi l h  t llf'  WC'l l-known mot if of 
tlw k rnter with t \,·o \· inf' branclws w ith ]pan•s ancl c·l ust,prs w incli ng al01 1g t hC' frame ancl enct i ng­
"·i t h  a < 'oi i UIHlcr the t.<•n ia ( ;f ih<' <TowH . -

Tlw lowPr pa1 t ('()J'.t 1.in�  tlw following i ns<'ri 1 t ion : 
JJ (is ) Jl (a 11 il! 11s ) 
Fl (a riae )  'Fit iar mat­
ri posuit A r7 (i11s ) 
Titia n us jil i 11 (s ) 

3 b n 1 e  mrrrn-
ti r1'xit a n  (11 is ) LX 

l ..! : _,t + X + I '  in l igatll l'l' ; l .6 : .-1 -[- �V i u  l iga turc ; lc1tt'l' . 1  in  I im· ti  :.l,  .t ,  6 doc's not ha H' the 
llorizou L11 bindi 1 1µ; 1 inP .  

Therefore, A elius Titia 11 11s, the son, put a tombstunc in  h onour of h i H  nuithcr, Fla da 
1.'itia, who died at the age of six t y .  Name:-; such a:-; 'l'itia, T1"tius,  Titus haYe an old Roman origin s2,  
but during the Pr incipate the,Y were excluF!iYely u:-;ed a:-; cogn om irr n  w ith the masculine v ariant 
Titimws c1uite frequent in  the Halka11-Da11uhian prodncf'H and i n  tlw Empire in �f'Hera l .  

8.  The last monunwnt pre:-;entl'cl lu're come:; from a fortuitous dim l\"en·. I t  is  a tamhstone 
publiRhe<l by E. Bujor in 19;14 33• \\'e resume the d iscussion of the text of that monument on the 
one lrnnd because it was not i neludt>cl iu the Yolmue I nscr ip/ îUe din Seythia Jllinor, V, B ucurC'şti , 
1980 and on th ·� otlwr heC'ausc the a1 t.iele publ i slwd i n  a former n umhcr of the reY iew Studii ţii 
Cercetări ele I.�torie I "  ecli r eould pa,;� u 1 1 1 10 iieecl h.,. epigraphhts (as ex periC'nee showecl ) .  \\"e d id 
not ha,·e the possibility t:i RPC' thc iuseription i t �<'l f  so all the teeh n il"a l  d ata lwlow arc takC'n from 
the alreacly puhlislwd t:• :x t .  

Fragmcntary fmwnu·�· sla h of 1 i l l ll't'iolll' ; hrokcn i nto t w o  pi t>c·P1' ; founcl i 1 1  1 934·( or before ? ) ; 
climeni'ion;.; : 1 10 X O .H2 x 0 . 1 0  m ;  tlw i 1 1 sl'riptio11 fiel<l is l"l ightly ckqw1wcl an cl hordere<l h�· a 
frame on \Yhieh the v i ne stalk w ith l<'an•s a J l ( [  elu stPr i; represeutt-<l ; the letter:-; are O.O;) m high . 
Aft�r thC' charac·tl'r of tlw ktttor� th(• i 1 1 seri ptin1 1 c!aks hal'k t o  the �cl'oncl half of the Ke<"oncl <'cntun· . 

Thc t'.'xt rea<l� : 
· 

[D (is ) J[ (a 11 ih11 s )  J 
l . . . . „ • . • • •  „ . . . . . . „ . . .  . 

riîts rixf lt'J 
a n n os LX.\' 

D e Pn'miti-i·;i �·o ( 11 J iu x bene 
m erita (·Q (11 ) [ iu ]  
gi p o.� [ u,it . . . .  ] 
l (ocus ) [m (o 11 11 11ir'11 f i )  i11 j(ronfem) p (e<frs ) J 

l .  l : letter L ii' fol lmw !l h:-.· a witkal roci and the lowcr part. of anotlwr vert.fral one ; 1 .4 : the 
last figure , X, from LX X falb i n  the hroken p a1t of the slab but it ne,·erthelesf.> preserYes thc 
i nitial printing . 
. l3esicle the aut110r's epigra phic:al eousideraLiorn;, one can make some other remark� which 

spring from a thoroug-h Pxamination of the photo ; Ll : figure L a pprars oYerturned ; 1 .5 : two 
letters , maybe F + L, are probabl>· iu l igatme , 1'1hi ch gins FL (avfri ) ;  1 .  6 - 7 : the forin with 
beJ.1 e  merito imtead of hr.11 e mere1 1ti  is not Yer�\· common 34 aud refors directly to the Primitiva's  
fmsband ; 1 . 7 - 8 : the o u l y  possible rcadi ng i s  eo (n ) [ iu ]gt' as a synonym for maritus which appears 
i n  inscri1,tiou �o . 6 .  The read i ng of the la-t l iue a:-; propo::-;ed by the author remains, in any case, 

. wh<?llY hytlc t1wti('a] . 

32 \Y. Schulze. Ziir Ges(·/o ichte der /rdeinischen F.ir,•r11name11, 
Berl in,  1 90 1 ,  s.Y. Titus. 

33 E. Bujor, SCJY, 3,  1!*5 !,  S- 4, p .  599 - 60 1 .  
3-1 Sec for exampk, I S:\!, \' , no. 24·1. 
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Fig. 1 .  Independen ţa. The 
northern gale of the fort 
with t he original threshold .  

Fig. 2 .  Independenţa. The norther11 gate o f  t h e  fort w i lh the new restored threshold. 
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Fig. 4 .  Jnuependen ţ.a.  The 
funerary slab declica tecl by Ciaudius Ciemens to his­
son, C!audius Nlarl inus 

Fig. 3. Jnclepenckni.a.  The 
funcrary slab clccl ica tecl by ,i.e/ia Bends i t o  her hus­
band, T. Flavius Secundus. 

� t 
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Fig. 5. Independenţa. The tombstone wilh the scene of the fune­
rary banquet dedica ted to Ae/ius Va/ens and Ae/ius Sabinus. 

Fig. 7. Indcpendcn \.a. Frng­
mentary funcrary slab re­
cord ing Caius Ya/erius Lon­
ginus, ve/eranus ex benefi­
ciario in thc Legion V Ma-

cedonica. 

l"ig. 6. Independenţa. The funerary slab dcdicated by 
Valerius 1·a1ens, soldier in the Lcgion I ! l alica, to hls 

Va/erius Pontic11s (fathcr) and Valeria Nene 
(mother) 
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Fig. 8. Independenţa. The tombstone of Memmii Fig. 9. Independenţa. The tombstone dcdicated 
by Ae/ius Tilianus to his molher, Flavia Ti/ia. 
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7 EP!Gl! A P ! l l C . \L FINDS I N THE ll.O \ ! A N  FOTIT Oi7 INDEl'ENDF.NŢA 

The ana lysi s of tlw t��xts un the epigraphi c  11101rnmentfl, three of whieh arP monuments 
ol'  a1 t a� \YC'l l , learls tn sonw paleographi r , grammatical aud a1 th;tic concluRiorn1 anu alRo entail 
1 1 1on• g<'l lPral i->oe io-j ur i <l ieal remarkR regard ing the c xten t i n wh i eh thcHe docnments reflect the 
1kgn·e of Homau ization of the societ\' at Halnwri fl .  

a .  Pa 7tography.  All the ktterK 0 1 1  the cight piecp:-; mukr P x ami nation e\· i nce remarkal >lc 
1·1 1 J -red. i 1ess of l i nes although Rome are aRynunetricall�· or artks:;l y PngraYed ( Xo s .  1 ,  '.3, -l ) .  In 
tlw i 1 1 s<'ri 1;tions nrn.dP for the \n>althy familie:-; ( .Xos.  :3 , 6) the line i s  accuratr , straigl1t .  

A s('ries of palcographie charactcrh4ies are quite notahle : letter X sl ightly Rlanh to the 
right ( � os . '.3, .i, 7) : letter F has an exaggeratcdl�· prolonged left base ( Ko .  1 ) ; but for onc text 
( �o . '.J ) ,  all t he otlwrs con tai n  l igatureR to a R tnal ler (X os . 1 ,  3 )  or greater exteut ( X  o s .  4, 6 ,  7 ) .  

h .  Grm11 mr1r.  From the Yer�· heginn i ng we mm.;t emphas ize that the se\·en i nscr iption R  
arc wr ittc1 1 i n  correet Lat i n .  HoweYer , w e  must remark se\·eral pecul iarities : i n  i nscrip tion No .I 
th.P <·opu l at i Yr eonjunrtion et l inkR .D JI and .Jfrmoria . Quite notable that the quasi-obl igatory 
com pkt ion Jfrmori (a f' )  \rnulcl ha,·e requi re<l FladuR Secunrlus' name i n  it::; G cnitiY e  ancl not 
în tlw Xom i 1 1atin' ease, as it iR w rittcn . 

In i 1 1 ser i pt io11 Xo. 2 th e final S is far from thc n ame proper, perhap::; for reasons of 
RJla <·l' t•<·onorn�· ur perhaps because thc in·oecRs of its d elction hacl already starterl , at lPaRt i n  
colloquial  R JWPc-11 . I n  fact the final S o f  tlw word a n nis i n  thP same i n scri ption is altogether omit­
kd . Then• i '' a :-; i milar :;;ituation i n  inscription No . 7, whPrc thc final 8 of jil ius is delete<l , al1;hough 
i n  th i s ease it ma�' ha,· e been voluntaril y omitted for lack of spam· . NcYcrthelesR, the delrted 
f inal � i n  the two i nscr iptiorn; of Independenţa can be attributed to the wider plwnomenon of 
,-; < l l'ld ion in iu seri1,tiorn ;  35. 

Final ly, let US ex aminc two question8 n•lated to the sentence word or<lcr in inscriptions 
Xos . 6 and 7 .  In Xo . 6 the noun in the DatiYe eo n iugi must ha,·e been pl ace<l after b'larins Jlart inits 
marit u.� f'ills to which it is connected s�·ntacticall�· , pa1ticular1y · as it wa8 Fla\" ius ::\Iai-tinuR who 
cl ed i <·a ted the tmnbstom' to h i s  wife (<'o n iugi ) and not FladuR Srcundm; aftPr which the 1101lll 
con i·u x is placed . 

Thc :-;econd case ( Xo . 7 )  is an in stancc of re,·cnml of the fi nal part of the text ; rixit an ( nis ) 
LX muRt haYe been placed after matri, whereas the formula be11 f' m el'enti muRt ha,·e hecn fol l owed 
b y  po.�11 it , an d in tli at ea:;;e thr word ing of the t<>xt must ha,·e bccn the fol lowing : IJ (is) J! ( an ilms ) 
Fl(arinf' ) Titine matri rixit n 11 ( n i11 )  LX A eli 118 Titia n us fiU 11s benemere nti  pos 1ât . 

Tlw perl"ist:·nt pre:-;enanee of nati,·e Thratian anthroponym,\' ( No . 1 )  is a widPl y Rpread 
plwnomenon bPing frequen tl y resorte<l to as an e\" idenct• of the resistance of the natiYe traditionR 
i n  thc field of onomastic:-; to tlw aclopt ion of Homan names and to Roman izat ion i n  genN·al 38• 
Howen•r :-;trong :-;uch argumentR may be, the acloption of R oman names, u:-;ual ly i n  con sequence 
of recei Y i n g  Homan citizenship , reprcsen ts a wi<le breaeh in the n atirn traditions and attests to 
the q u ick Uoman ization of the names,  eonseiousness and customs of the Thracian-Dacian-l\Ioesic 
popul ati on . 

A<'cording to paleograph�- , the wholc 8et of in scriptiom ( cx cept No . ;") )  seem,; to ham 
lwen writtcn <l uri ng thc lattPr half af the 2 11< 1  centur�· antl the fi rst thrce lleeadeR of the 3n1 century . 

The eigh t epigraphic iteirn; Rpeak of two Jlemmii, t\rn C7a udii, four Flaril'., four l 'alf'r-ii 
a]) (l fi H' A eli1". 

TlH' name:; of Jienimius i n  inscription Xo . 6 Ruggel"t the penetration of Itali c elements 
prnhahl.v as far hack as the ht eentury A .D. ,  "·h i lc thc names of Claudius and Flavius semn 
to indi <'a t.e that the persons were initially of pert:'grine origiu . The fin n ames of A elius impl�· 

that the r<'spetti Ye persons or thei r parents at the most recei n•<L  the nameR under Hadrianus or 
An ton iu s  Piu:-:.  

The name Yaler ius wa:; extremely frequent in the Homan Empire in the 2nd and 3rd 
eent uries . In our particular case, C. Yalerius Longinus was probably granted Roman citi zenship 
when enlitting into the legion or perhaps he wa� a Roman citizrn (the rnn of a Yeteran ? l  from 
thc nry day he was boru, undoubtedly on the territory of :Moesia Inferior ( Xo .  5) .  T .  Pia··. ius 
Secundus scem s also to have been a Roman citizen . The other three Valerius (So. 4) app;:ar at 
a ::;omewhat later date towards late 2ncl century or rathcr the first half of the 3rd cen tury . 
Anyhow , irre::;pectiYe of the specific socio-juridical status of each indi '."idual , all anthroponym s  
on the seYen funerary monuments attest t o  a Yigorous Romanity living in north-eastern Dobrudja 
a,; far back as the 2ncl - 3rd centurie::; A. D. speaking correct Latin , with smal l excusable worcling im­
perfections,  the result of the fa.ct that the language was spoken in  a provincial enYironment 

3• H .  '.\lihăe&cu, La langue latine dans le sud-e.•I de / ' E11rope, �6 \'. Be5�vliev, Cnfersuclmugen iiber die Personennamen 
Bucurrşti --- Paris, 1 978, p .  2 1 1 .  bei den T/rrakern, Ams ll'nlam, 1 970, p. <i0 - -- 68 .  
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266 MlHAil.. ZAHARIADE 8 

c. Art. From thc artiRtic point of view, tombstone :Nos .  3 ,  6 and 7 can be generally 
a8signed to thc t�'polog�' of i nl"criptions alread �· cl i8con•red în �Ioesia Inferior. 

Numher 3 belongs to thr ratrgor,\· of D anubian tombf;tones class H, group XI, morn 
frequeutly conKidered to date back to t.he Iattl'r half of the 2nd ancl to the 3rd centuries, charac­
teristic of ::\IorRia InfPrior 37, althongh some piecf's lwlonging to the Rame category were found 
in D acia Inferior 38 as wel l .  

Tombstone Xo . 6 was not inel uded among the t,vpes characteristic of Moesia Inferior. 
Tombstones with panelR suppmt<'d b�· colonack;; spem to ha,·e originated in north-eastern Italy, 
in Ravenna, in the lower basin of thc> Po river and i n  Venice 39, wherefrom they spread to Noricum, 
Pannonia and along the Lower D anube limes . S1 1 ch tomhRt'.mcs are quite frequent in Moesia 
Inferior, pa1ticularly in its western areas 40• In contrast to the al ready known caseR, the tombstone 
of Independenţa cfo;pla�·s some original variants of orna:ncnt".t�on and st�·listic arrangement .  
Thus, the acanthus flower î s  surrounded b�· a wrPath and there are two lateral rosetteR which 
lend originality te;> the disposition of ornaments . 

The dolphins flanking the upper side of the panel repre:;;ent another original addition 
as comparcd t > the already known Ret of toml>stones of this type . As for the long Corin­
thian colonades that support the panel, there iR an analogy, although no t a very close one, 
i n  thc tombstonc of Labeţ ( Lom {lÎ:':trict) where they are rectangular 41 • At Peicinovo (Burumli ,  
Belene district) the Corinthian colonadeR impport a panel displaying the scene o f  the funerary 
banquet 42• 'l'he Italic onomastic register în the text of inscription No . 6 as well as the north-eastern 
Italic origin of this type of tombstone 4 3 might point to the presence of some Italic elements in 
the group of colonists who settled în Halmyris or, în any case, to craftsmanship of an Italic tradi­
tion in the decoration of this tombstone. However, the slight clumsiness în writing the letters 
and in shaping the colonades ,  the slight asymmetry of the panel seem rather to indicate a local 
craft:;men who treated the older Italic model în an original way. 

Tombstone No . 7 cannot be included în the typology of tombstones worked out by Maria 
Alexandrescu Yianu, becausc the triangular frontun îs not flanked by acroteria but by floral 
motifs represcnting acanthu s branches 44• The two tombstones discovered at Oescus 45 are other 
cases having a framed triangle without acrotcria ; there is no wreath on them but an ornamentation 
representing rich vegetation aud fern s .  The closc�t analogy to the triangular framed fronton lacking 
acroteria with ornamentation and wreath, trcated în a similar manner îs supplied by two tomb­
stones of Troesmis 46 and the one of )farcianopoliR 47 • 

\Ve cannot conclude this brief analyRis of the three tombstones without paying due heed 
to thc accurate iconographic approaeh of subjectR ,  the craftsmen observing all the artistic requi­
rements of the time, which proYcs the �trong Roman iconographic artistic tradition in the pro­
·vince. The slight and hardly perceiYable a1tlessness în execution, particularly în tombstones 
Nos .  3 and 6 ,  can be accounted for by the existence of local workshops în which the local stone­
-cutter treated în a correct but personal way t!ie reRpective artistic subjects 48• 

a' :\I .  ,\lcxandrescu·Yianu, Dacia, N.  �„ l i, 19i3,  p . �20. 
38 Ibidem. 
39 Ibidem. 40 D. l ' .  Dimitrov, .Yad[lrobnite placi ol Rimsko vreme v 

Sevema Hălgariia, Sofia, 1 942, nr. 20, 22, 26, 30 - 33,  3 7 - 39 , 

70 - 73 centered on Rattaria, Bononia, Lukoviţa, Dobri 
Dol, N�vo Selo, Drenoveţ with extensions as far as Novac 

aud .Yicopolis ad Istrum. 

n Ibi<iem, no. 26. 
42 Jbic'cm, no. 6�. 
43 G. � lansue! IL Le s/cllc ronwne del terri/orio rrmenna/e e 

del Basso l'o, Havenna, 1967, p. 82. 

41 Cndcr the circunislances, Uie previous existence of a 
s:ngle prominent aeroterium is possible, at is was the case of 
lhe lombstone in Mokreş (D. P. Dimitrov, op. cit., no. 19), 
subsequcntly removed to fit the bloek into the threshold..  43  D. P .  Dimitrov, o p .  cit., no. 7,  8.  

46- IS!\I, Y, no. 1 84, 186/ 1 .  47 . O.  P.  Dimitrov, op. cit., n o .  1 9 . -
4 S  For detalls o n  the various aspects o f  the dating a n d  the 

1::orphology of the artistic context of the tombstoPes in 
:\locsia Inferior, see G. Bordenaehe, Dacia, N. S., 9, 1 965 , p. 
233--281 ; 1\1. Alcxandrcscu-Vianu, Dacia, N. S., 21 ,  1977, p. 
1 39 - 1 66 ; cadem, Dacia N .  S.,  29, 1985, p. 57-59. 
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