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leurs particularismes techniques et graphiques. I1. Delporte
offre des données trés intéressantes sur les types d’associa-
tions des espéces animales sur des piéces d’art mobilier, tandis
que G. Sauvet analyse en détail la typologie, 1a fonction ct
I’utilisation des signes ¢t des symboles sur des objets paléoli-
thiques. A. Beltran discute sur 1’art mobilier du Magdalénicn
final ct Azilicn ct lec supposé hiatus entre I’art paléolithique,
mésolithique et )’art pariétal du Levant espagnol. J.-M. Apel-
laniz offre un modéle d’analyse de I’école iconographicque des
graveurs de chevaux hypertrophiés de la Madcleine. Autres
¢tudes regardent I’¢évolution et la transformation du décor du
début de ’Aurignacien au Magdal¢énien final (A. Marshack),
I’¢élablissement des géographiques sociales & I’aide de I’arl
des objets (M. V. Conkey), la fonction et la significalion des
statuctles du Paléolithique supérieur curopéen (J. Hahn), les
r¢lations transculturelles ct transrégionales dans I’art mobilier
(M. Olte), la signification de I’art non naturaliste (M. Chollot-
Varagnac). Le prochain théme (p. 205—241) a ¢Lé réserve a
la technologic des artisles paléolithiques; dans cinq ¢ludes
sont abordées les domaines de la sculpture (M. G. Garcia)
gravure (L. Mons) modelage ct peinture (J. I1ahn) colorants
(C. San Juan) pictographie (V. Villaverde Bonilla) dans I’art
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mobilier. Les problémes méthodologiques constituent le
contenu dela derniére part (p. 245—277) avec références aux
relevés d’art sur matériaux lithiques (Chr. Servelle) enregis-
trement et inventaire (G. Pingon) présentation du Centre
d’Information et Documentation Henri Breuil — la banque
des données sur lobjels d’art mobilier (ID. I andel) conser-
vation (.J. Cleyet — Merle et alii) datation ct authentilica-
tion des objcts d’art par la spectrométrie gamma non dcs-
tructive (Y. Yokoyama). Les discussions qui s’‘inscrenl a la
fin de chaque communication sont trés utiles el clles conlri-
buent au meilleur entendement des problémes entamés.

Cel ouvrage, par la richesse d’information qu’il conlicnl,
la profonde analyse des sujets trés bien struclurés cl abordés
d’unc facon tout Qifait moderne, dans la lumiére des dernicres
acquisilions scientifiques du domaine, par I’illustralion abon-
danle ct d’unc excellente qualité et par 1’utilisation c’une
bibliographie quasi-exhaustive ccnstitue sans nul doule un
instrumen! dc¢ référence pour toules les études ultéricures
concernant I’art des objels au Paléolilhique.

Corneliu Beldiman

Bohemia (Fxcavations 1969 — 1985). By Jan

Fridrich with a contribution by Karel Sklenaf. Muscum Nationale Pragae, Fontes Archacologici

Pragenses, 18, Prague, 1989, 110 p.

The Lower Palcolithic Czechoslovakian site of Irezletice
is very important to an understanding of the carliest Palcoli-
thic habitation of Europe. The Pieczletice site report summari-
zes thie history and subsequent excavations which took place
between 1969 and 1985. This open-air site has been dated to
the beginning of the Cromerian interglacial c. 700,000 B. P,
and is believed to represent a repeatedly occupicd site.

Afler a Dbrief inlroductory chaptcer covering Lhe history of
the site, Fridrich moves into a discussion of the resulls of the
investigations. Within this chapter arc discussions of the gco-
marphology, gcology, pctrography, lithology, paleopcdology,
and palcomagnclic data, as well as palynology, ostracods,
and olher faunal remains. Of particular intcrest is the wide
diversily of fauna at the site, constliluting forty species of
animals, including aves, inseclivores, fishes, and mammals.
The mammalian fauna consists primarily of mammeoth, bovid,
horse, and rhino with smaller percentages of carnivores (c.g.,
bear, wolf, fox), deer, and smaller mammals (e.g., rabbit).
Unforlunately, no complete skeleton of any of these animals
has been recovered. Fridrich points out that therc does not
appcar to be any particular sclection for certain mammalian
species or for certain anatomical parts. I-le believes there is
cvidence of cut marks supposedly caused by Lower Palcolithic
hominids. It is unfortunatc that hc does not provide any chia-
wings or pholographs of these bonces. LEvicdence of carnivore
gnawing is also purported by hyenas hut oence again no dra-
wings or photographs arc supplicd. Considering the vast
amount of lileraturc and recent advances made concerning
taphonomy and site formation processes, it wonld be uscful
tohavescen a discussion of the hominid-induced cutmarks and
otber bhone modifications. Claims for hominid bone modifi-
calion (c.g., cutmarks, palterned fracturing) for Lower Ialco-
lithic sites in Africa have been challenged and subsequently
tested and should also be applicable to the European Lower
PPalcolithic. Suggesting cultural altributes such as divisions
of labor and home bases seems premalure given the lack of
knowledge regarding the processes of accumulation of the
faunal remains at the site.

The bulk of the site report cenlers on the archacological
finds, more specifically, the lithic artifacts. Ilere, Iridrich
sub-divides the chapter by archacological Icvel. Four archaeo-
logical levels have been idenlified at Prezletice, Al to A4.
ITorizon A1, ~ 18 cm in thickness, represents a redeposited
Ievel consisling of 77 lithic artifacts made on locally available
Ivdile and quarlz. The artifacls consist of a high ratio of prolo-
bifaces, Dbilaces, and scrapers. Iorizon A2, & 13 cm in thick-
ness, is also not in primary context and has been subjccled
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to cryolurbation. IHcre, 46 arlifacts of lydile, quarlz, and
quartzite were found consisting of choppers, knife-like tools,
and picks.

Horizon A3, which is 25 cm in thickness,l is the main
cullural level and has yiclded the most information concerning
the site. This horizon was excavated oncein 1969 and again in
1973. In this horizon, ncarly 108 sq. m were excavated with
most of the artifactual remains found within a 15 X 10 m
oval-shaped arca. Also found within this oval arca arc the
remains of a purported structure. This structure has a foun-
dalion ridge of clay and stone in an oval outline wilh a maxi-
nuun thickness of 60 cm and a minimum thickness of 30 cm.
1ls oulside dimensions arc 4 X 3 m and inside, il measures
3 X 2 - 1.5 m. The only artifactual remains to be found
within this oval slruclurc were a few bonc fragments. A small
hearth, measuring 30 cm in diameter, was localed less than
onc meler from what is believed to e the entrance of the
structure. Most of Lhe lithic induslry was focused around the
hearth ; also, bone ragments, cspecially, of mammolh, were
recovered in and around the hearth. Thesc remains have been
interpreted as the result of huried game. Anoiker activity
arca W —SW of the structure was also found ; this cue con-
tained lithies and bones of bovid and horse. NIE of the
struelure, 5—06 m, a third aclivily arca was discovered. Ilori-
zon A1 is scparaled from A3 Dby a 50 c¢m sterile layer of marl.
Any concentrations ol arlifacts in this fell outside of the
current excavation and would need to be pursued later in Lhe
future.

The lithic arlifacts from Piezlelice arc lypically I.ower
Paleolithic in appearance, and Fridrich has assigned them,
bascd on tool typology, Lo the carlier part of the Acheulian
(similar to Olduvai-Bed II). The raw material is almost exclu-
sively locally obtained lydite gravel with much smaller per-
centages of quertz and quartzite. The most numerous tools
at Prezletice were burins, awls, retouched flakes, and knife-
like tools, followed by scrapers and bifaces. The bifaces consist
of proto-bifaces, cleavers, picks, and true bifaces, of which
there arc only cight (1.7 9; of total assemblage). It is somcwhat
clifficult to undersland the definition of the tool category,
knife-like tools. The knife-like tools depicted in Plate NXV1I
(pp- 93), typologically, scem to resemble various forms of
scrapers rather than any form of knife.

KKarl Sklenif provides a short chapter discussing the
nalure of the structure found in ITorizon A3. Ile relales the
P’fezlelice structure to similar struclures found in open-air
siles (e.g., Bilzingsleben, Terra Amala, Olduvai) as well as Lo
those found in rock shelters and caves (e.g., Becov, Grolle

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



218

Comptes rendus 4

du Lazaret, Mas des Caves), in an altempt to gain a bctter
understanding through comparison. Sklenaf concludes that
it is infact a dwelling, more specifically, a strong surface hut
probably used scasonally. The dwelling makes use of the rock
face of the cliff as a structural component as well as many sur-
rounding boulders. While being frec standing, it was certainly
protected on several sides. Structurally, it is very similar
to the dwellings purporledly found at Terra Amata and Fer-
manville. Sklenai* points oul that similar Lypes of dwellings
are found only in more northern latiludes, suggesiing that
the harsher climale facilitated the use of indoor sleeping
accommodations. [He also comments that the structure at
Prezletice is the furthest east of the known siles with such
a dwelling suggesting that Central Europe may have been
the earlicst scttled by Homo ereclus.

Vértessz6l6s : Site, Man and Culture, edited by
miai Kiado, 1990, 555 p., 111 plates, 138 fig.,

Vértessz616s, the single most important Lower Paleolithic
Hungarian site, is situated on the fifth terrace of the Atalér
river valley, 15 km south of the Danube and 50 km west
of Budapest, Komarom county, at the western limits of the
Gerecse mountains. It was discovered in 1962 during a geo-
morphological investigation of a travertine quarry near the
village by M. Pécs. The excavations at the settlement, which
took place between 1963 and 1968, wcre carried out under the
direction of Laszlé Vértes. During this period, he published
some results of the rescarch. After his sudden death in 1968,
the well-known palcontologist, M. Krcizoi, coordinated the
activity of a large team of specialists in order to produce a
comprehensive monograph of the site.

This massive volume, published in 1990 by the Hungarian
Academic Press, is dedicated to the memory of Laszlo Véries
who devoted the last years of his life ot the excavation of
Vértessz6l6s. It contains thirty contributions written by
twenty-three authors (including L. Vértes) and is arranged
in six parts which provide an exhauslive analysis concerning
the various data and materials.

Preceded by a preface, introduction, and a presentation of
previousrescarch by M. Kretzoi (pp. 9—19), thefirst part of Lhe
volume (five studies, pp. 21—75) describes the natural
environment of the site, the geological background, and sedi-
mentological and petrographical analyses of the Lraveriine
and cultural layers. M. PPécs study describes the 4— 5 terraces
built by the Atatér river which are covered with traverline
depositsfrom the thermal springs of the basal flood level. One
of the most consistent sections, The Palcoenvironment (len
studies, pp. 77—252), presentis the results of the analyses of
plant imprints and pollen and charcoal remains. They provide
a wide range of floral devclopnient and paleoclimatic back-
ground also relaled to the archacological layers. A very detai-
led analysis of Pleistocene ostraceds and mellusc was also
included. This section also includes a large discussion of the
vertebrate faunal analysis, especially the faunal from the
archacological layers (M. Kretzoi). The kitchen-middens of
Homo erectus were discovered in sites I and II'[, whercas the
bone accumulalions in site II are considered to be completely
natural. In Lhe third level of sile 111, a calcareous arca of
approximately 40 sq. m was discovered containing 125 animal
footprints belonging to five species.

The next scelion, Human leeth and bone remains (pp. 253 —
262), discusses the unique discoveries which have made Vér-
tessz616s famous. The fossil remains of two human individuals,
the partial dentilion of a 6—7 year old child and an occipital
bonc of an adult, wererecovered from the lowermost cultural
laycr of sitc I, and dated to the Mindel I—I1 interstadial. The
adult occipilal has been the subject of much discussion and
debate. \Vhile it is generally agrced that the bone is thick,
fairly angular with a continuous occipilal torus, and its dimen-
sions suggest a rclalively large crunial capacity for a Middle
Pleistocene hominid, morphological and 1etrical delails of
the specimen and ils classification are slill dispuled (sec
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Allin all, the site report for Pfezletice is a wclcomed addi-
tion to the literature of the little known Lower Paleolithic
of Europe. The book contains detailed descriptions of both
the stratigraphy and the lithic artlfacts. The accompanying
photographs and drawings only enhance the overall quality
of the book. One of my few criticisms of the book is the rather
poor English translation, especially in the first sections. While
it is greatly apprecialed that such a worthwhile site report
was made available to the English-speaking world, it may
have been advantageous to have had the book edited for
such grammatical and lexical errors.

Steven B. Merlens

M. Kretzoi and V. T. Dobosi, Budapest, Akaaé-
32 tables, 8 supplement figures off text.

J. Cook et al. Yearbook of Physical Anthropology, 25, 1982,
PP- 29—30). The paleoanthropologist A. Thoma wrote: ’’'In
terms of anatomy and metrical proportions, Vértesszolds
man is modern. This new fecature combination justifies the
establishment of a new subspecies which can be placed on the
boundary between Homo erecfus and Homo sapiens within the
framework of traditional classification — insofar as the frag-
mentary remains allow taxonomical conclusions. In accordancc
with this position, it is given the {taxonomic name Homo erec-
tus or Homo sapiens paleohungaricus, type Vsz 11, its closest
relatives are the Bilzingslcben and Petralona fossil men.’’

The fourlh section of the volumc deals with The occupa-
tion site (pp. 263—521). V. T. Dobosi presents the results of
the excavations at the sile during the six-ycar cxcavation
(1963 —1968) undecr the direction of L. Vértes. Petrographical
analysis of the lithic raw materials (K. Varga-Mathé) conclu-
des that they were derived from the alluvial deposits of the
Atalér river and the river cobbles of its Pleistocene lerraces.
They consisi of sedimentiary rocks (radiolarites including jas-
per, opal flint and chert, lydites, spongilits, mar], and limes-
tone) and meiamorphic rocks (quartz and quartzite). L. Vér-
tes study (new translation of the text published in Quater-
naria, 7. 1965, pp. 185—196) analyses the {ypology of thc
lithic assemblage. He esiablishes the typological criteria and
a five-place digital code, that concentrates on all of the infor-
mation concerning raw malerials and t{ypology of the imple-
ments. In addilion, The registration of tools and the coding
system, was presented by L. Vértes and V. T. Dobesi in the
previous study. Next, V. T. Dobosi gives a detailed description
of the archacological materials. From a total of 8,890 stone
arlifacts discovered in the complex site at Vértesszdlos,
5,819 specimens could be classed within group D—E of the
type code system as slandardized tool types. Also, there were
3,071 non-standardizable tools (group B), as well as 105 bone
objects, which apart from having been split, had additional
marks of human modifications on them. Of these, 93 were
assignable to type and were worked in the same manner with
both flint and quartzite tools, The author established 48
types of standardized sione implements, represented by
small (30— 35 mm in length) choppers and chopping tools on
flint and quartzilc pebbles and flakes. On the basis of the
comparison of cumulative curves of individual tools and using
statistical test types, V. T. Dobosi suggested the following
chronological sequence : *’The oldest layer is the first culture-
bearing layer of site II1. It is followed by the aclive complex
of culture-bearing layers from site I. The fourth and fifth
layers from site 111, which were considered together with those
from site I, scem to be most recent of all’”’. A relatively small
artifact assemblage was discovered in sites II, 1V, and V and
could not be taken into consideration in this part of Lhe analysis.
The material from the whole complex of sites seems o repre-
sent a uniform culture named by L. Vértes, the ’Buda indus-
try”’. In detail, V. T. Dobosi also presents the areal and verti-

cal distribution of Lhe archaeological material, as well as fire-
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