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places from sitcs I and I I I. These fircplaces consist of accumu
lations (30/40 cm size) of small burned bone fragments and ash 
that were deposited in a radial fashion around thc outer arca. 
The boncs were intentionally used in the proccss of combus
tion and they undoubtedly pro\"e thc use of fire by Homo 
erectus at Vertcssziiliis. 

The fifth part (pp. 523 - 54 1 )  dcals wi th palconu trition 
and tool tcchnology. 1\1. Krctzoi offcrs somc considerations 
concerning the Settlement Fauna and Food Economy of Homo 
erectus, on the analysis of fauna! asscmblages (macromammal 
species) especially from site I. J\f. Krelzoi belicvcs that the 
inhabitants of VertessziiJos were exploiting anirnals which 
frequently visitcd the thermal springs. Thc animals werc 
ambushed and in the panic of their escape, sc\"eral animals 
were injured and provided casier prcy for thl' hominids. This 
assumption is purported by the tool assernblagc \\hich con
tains no hunting implements. Also, scavcnging practiccs arc 
admitted. V. T. Dobosi prcscnts Sett/ement and Technology : 
The Evaluation ofthe Site und Jts Connections, cornplied on thc 
basis of L. \'ertcs published articlcs and unpublishecl rnanu
�cripts. At VcrtessziiJos, carly man occupied thc small basins 
cxcavated by springs in the limc tuff. Thc archaeological 
excavations were made in eight areas (silcs I - \' l l l). The 
most important of these are sitcs I and I I I, whereas site I I  
represents natural bone accumulations. Thc s tratigraphy of 
s i te I contai ns four Jayers. The first lhrce of thcse are in Jim es
tone bcds, duc to thc deposition of a calcareous mud layer by 
the active spring. The fourth layer is a loess stratum. A great 
many of the bones found in the living floors of sites I and I I I  

had been broken b y  man into finger-sizcd pieccs, accompanied 
by Iots of quartzite, flint, and chert chips and tools, all pre
served "in situ " .  L. Vertes formulates severul hypotheses 
concerning the Homo crectus skull cult and considcrations con
ccrning thc lithic assemblages. including : raw materials, 
tool s tandardization and tcchnological remarks. I-Ie also 
discusscs thc pebblc tool industry and his interpretation of 
the proposcd migration of Homo ercctus populations oct of 
Africa into Asia and Europe. The Jast part (pp. 543 - 555) 
offers the absolute dating of the fossil bones (K. Oakley, amino 
acid racemization). Also, using thc Th/Th correctcd method 
of dating, H. P. Schwarcz and A. G.  Latham have obtained 
an absolute agc of the cuJture layers at VertesszliJiis of bc
tween 210 to 1 85 Ky. These results indicate younger agcs 
than thosc found by Cherdyntscv and Osmond, that werc 
highly contaminated with loessic s i l t. This data indicate� 
that hominids used pcbble tools much later than has previou
sly becn recognized and it is sustained by the results of mag
netic polarity travertine measurements. 

lt  is well known that thc discoveries from VertesszoJiis 
are of major significance for the early Paleolithic period in 
Europe. The volume presented here offers a detailcd analysis 
of various kinds of data coneerning the s i te. Excellent illus
trations and an accurate English translation contributc to 
make this book a good rcference monograph of the Lower 
Palcolithic in Europe. This volume will serve as a lasting 
tribule to L. Verles, who Iived and died for Vcrtcsszc:iJc:is. 

Corneliu Beldiman 

Le PaUolithique et le Neolithique de la Roumanie en contexte europeen, V. Cbirica and D .  Monah 
(editors) ,  Bibliotheca Archaeologica Iassiensis IV, Iaşi, 1991, 471 p. ,  169 figures, 3 tables. 

1 h e  city of Iaşi, the capital of '.\loldavia, has a very active 
archaeological rcsearch center. The specialists that work 
a t  the Institute of Archaeology of thc Romanian Academy, 
thc History Collcge of thc Cniversity of "Al. I .  Cuza", and 
thc History '.\luseum of '.\loldavia, promotc thc s�·stem atic 
excavations at many important archaeological silcs, from 
the Paleolithic through thc J\liddle Ages. Thc results of their 
rcscerch arc published in such notablc periodica) rcviews 
as : A.rchaeology of .11olduvia, Hislorical Researcll, Annual of 
the Instituie of Archaeology and Hislory "�1. D. Xenopol", 
Studia .4.ntiquu et Archueologica, or in many monographic 
studi�s (volumes). In 1987, a new archaeological serics, Biblio
theca Archaeologica Jassiensis (BAI), was initiated, which 
aims at publishing recent archaeological studics and mono
graphs in severa! Ianguages to facilitate easier acccss by 
forcign scholars. lt has published threc volumes to date : 
The Cucuteni Civili:ation and t/1e European Context ( BA I  I 
1987, '.\I. Petrescu- Dlmbovi ţa el alii eds . ), The Genesis and 
Evolution of Puleo/ithic Cullures in Romuniu (BAI I I  1 987, 
V. Chirica cd.), and Tl1e Gruvettian in /he Eust Romanian 
Carpathians (BAI I I I  1989, V. Chirica). H.ccently, a fourlh 
volum e  in this series was published, Le Puleolithique et Ic 
Xeolilhique de la Roumunie en Contexte Europeen (Thc Paleo
Iithic and the Neolithic of Romania in an European Con
text). This volume is dedicated to the memory of N. N. '.\loro
şan, thc fathcr of modern Paleolithic rcscarch in Romania 
( 1 990 commemorates thc 50th anniversary of his dl'ath). 

Thc volume contains twel\"e articlcs ancl studics related 
to the Romanian and European Palcolithic (pp. 7 - 1 87) 
and ten to thc Neolithic (pp. 188- 453). J\Iost of thcse arti
clcs arc publishcd i n  French, as wcll as English and German 
(one cach). Based on recent archacoJogical rescarch and 
radiocarbon rcsul ts, V. Chirica cliscusscs thc important pro
blems of the Gravcttian culturc in Romania and especially 
thc discovcries from '.\lo1davia. Taking into considcration 
thc recent chronomctric assays or thc :\lidclic ancl Cpper 
Paleolithic, K.  Honca points out the research perspcclivcs 
for this epocii in our country. '.\!. Cârciumaru examines from 

, a palynologic and geochronologic point of thc vicw the strata 
of l hc Palcoli lhic site at J\li loe "Piriul lui Istrati", Botoşani 
counly. A. Farcaş offcrs a synthcsis of Lhc paleofaunal data 
from somc Moldavian Cpper Paleolithic si les . Thc set of 
papers regarding the Paleolithic of the rest of Europe begins 

with B. Kourtcssi-Phllippakis'  articlc concerning the his
torv of rcscarch in Greecc. Thc discovcries from the archacolo
gic� l zone in the Dnicstr valley arc prcscnted by N. K. Ani
siutkin, The Chronology of fire 1Uousterian cu/ture, and I .  
A. Borziac, The Gravettiun site at Cosău/i. Republic of Jlol
da1Jia. G. V. Grigoricva and '.\I. V. Anikovitch's work points 
out thc cu l tural rclations betwcen the Cpper PaJl'olithic 
sitcs from Hungary and thosc from the Ckrainc, based on 
the analysis of lithic asscmblages and radiocarhon clatcs. 
V. T. Dobosi presents thc main results of thc Paleolilhic 
rcscarch in Hungary, dcveloped during thc last 80 years 
and especially during the last threc dccadcs. Two other 
papers refer to thc fcatures of the Aurignacian culture in 
'.\loravia ('.\!. Oliva) and to raw matcrials used by Aurigna
cian populations in eastcrn Slovakia (L. Kaminska). The last 
articlc concerning thc Palcolithic is J. Gaussen 's contri
bution in knowledgc of thc Magdalenian culture in the Peri
gord , at thc cxcavations of the open-air site of Le Chatenet. 

1'he majorily of thc studics concerning thc l'\eolithic 
refer to verious rcgions in Homania. Three of lhe papers 
prcscnt rcsearch stages for very important Early and l\liddle 
l'\colithic cu)turcs : thc Linear Ceramic culture in :\loldnvia 
(N. Crsulescu), thc Boian culturc in the southem part of 
Rornania (E. Comşa), and the Hamangia culture in Dobro
gea (P. Heşotti). 1 he following six papcrs deal with severa] 
categories of discoveries from Neolithic sites. A. S. Luca 
presents and discusses a uniquc type of clay statuettc belong
ing to the Vinea culture and found at the Li ubcova site 
in the Banat region. I .  Paul's subject of study is thc typolo
gic and stylistic ana1ysis of the painted pottcry of thc Petreşli 
cu1ture (Transylvania). He also cxamincs the periodization 
of this culturc. 1 hc ceramic vessels, which originale l ypolo
gically and ideologically from thc Ncar East, were used for 
cult purposes by many Ncolithic communitics in Homania. 
C. i\I. Mantu presents this catcgory of manufacturing pro
ducts discovered at thc Scinteia sile, Iaşi county, and bclong 
to thc famous Cucutcni culLure, phasc A3. lu bis consistent 
study, V. Crsachi discusses an cxceptionnl discovery also 
related to thc Cucuteni culturc, phasc A, which was disco
vcrcd at the llrad si te, Neamţ county, and consists of a rich 
dcposit  of copper pieces (bracclets, rings, disks, an axe, und 
cylindrical beads), gold disks, and beads in marblc and roe
dccr canines. D. �onah discusses salt exploitation in Mol-
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dwia duri n g thc Cucutcn i -'I ripolye cu!Lural period. Rese:i.rch 
at the 1 ripol y::m s i t e  of Iablcna I, ph:i.sc B l l, .Hcpu!Jlic of 
Moldavia, discovcrcd v:i.rious L�·pes of f l i n t ,  bone ancl a n t lcr . 
tools, prescntcd by V. I. Sorokiu.  In onlcr to define t hcir 
function, thc aulhor turns to m i crowcar analys is.  P. L. v:m 
Dcrg's papcr cntitlcd, Aspccls of .\'co/i(liic Research in Nor/11-
western Europe, poi n t s  out l hc rcs u l t s  of cxcavations at 
Darion, 11 la te Linear Ceramic culturc s i t e  i n  Bclgium and 
examines thc problems rcgarding Lhe carly period of Lhe 
Neoli lhic agc and Lhe ccra 111ic nssds w i l h  con i c  ho l loms 
from Bclgium and Frnncc. Thc :nr t hor for111ulatcs  sornc con
clusion s  abou t lhe . diffusion of t lw Cl'ramic t cchnology :md 
aspects o f  thc cconomy i n  l lwsc Ncol i l h ic con111111ni lics.  1 hc 
volnmP is complcled by ckwn rcY Î l'W� (pp . 457 - -1 7 1 ) of 
recen t French, German, and Belgian books conccrn ing the 
Paleolithi c  by l\I. Cârciumaru, H. Iorga, V. Chirica, H. Do
brcscu, :md C. Căpiţă. 

Despi l e  the li tie of Chirica and l\lonah ' s  Iourth issue în 
the DAI scrics, Lhc papcr topics onl y  parlially covcr t hc 

homogcncous li.tic suggcs led by the authoss. Thc Yast rnajo
rity of thcse studies are new, however, somc of �hem h ave 
appeared in carlicr publicalions (e.g„ S. A. Luca's and 
\'. T. Dobos i ' s  contribulions). Othcr problems arc rclatccl lo 
lhe lack of a Iist of j ournal ahhrcvialions which would he 
ht'lpf11l to forcign scholars, especially for t he Homanian 
papcrs. Also, therc are a Jargc num ber of prin ling and cdi lo
rial errors, which shoulcl have bcen corrcctecl prior to puhli
calion. Finally, despite thcsc minor shorlcomings, thc vo111mc 
com!Jines, for the first Ume, s l11dies by wcll-known Homanian . 
and ot her European spccial isls, which hclps to clarify sornc 
of l hc complex problcms conccrn ing thc l'akoli thi c , .-and 
l'\coli lhic cullurcs.  Dr. Chiricu :mel dr. l\lonah's  cndcavo1,s 
to publish s ucii compilations arc to !Je com rncnclC'd ancl i t .  
i s  hopccl that this scrics, llibliolhcca Arc/weolcgica Jassiensis, 
w i l l  continue lo !Je snccC'ssfuJ. 

Corneliu Dcldi111u11 

Mesolithic A<laptations on the Lower Dmmbe 
International Scrics 330, 1 987, 259 p. 

Vlnsac and the Iron Oates Gorye, Hcth Prim:, RAR 

This volume i s  of great imporlancc for archaeologisls 
inlcrested i n lhe end o f  thc Palcol i lh i c', thc llicsolithic, or 
the advcnt of thc Ncolithic.  Thc au thor has cornpilcd a ratl1cr 
complete cxamination of thc Ycry i 1 1 1por l : m l  l\1esol i thic site 
of Vlasac, Joeated on t he Yugoslavian siclc of thc IJanu!Je 
rivcr in thc Iron Gates rcgion . 

1 he first chapler, the in lroclu c t ion, lays Lhc groundwork 
for this study and covers such importnn l aspccts as lhc gl•o
Jogical history, J i lhic rcsourccs, local l opogrnphy, climate, 
soils anrl modern flora ancl fauna. This chap ll'I' provicks 
inform ation essential in an uµderstanding of the prchistoric 
Vlasac populations an<I their cult ures. lt is followcd hy 
threc shor t chaplcrs 011 \ he his l ory of rcscarl'h al Ylas::;e, 
cxcavation methods, ancl !he s i l e  str:i l igraph�·. 

Chap l.t•r five cl i scusscs lhc ard1 i t cr l ur:il rcmains a l  \ la
sac ancl  cornpan•s t hcm I o  t h m e  fom1d :1 l a nci ghhoring s i l e ,  
thc imporl:mt l\lcsol i t hi c  s i t e  o f  Lt•pen,J;i \'ir. l ! a>:l'C] 011 l h e  
num!Jcr a n d  s i z c  o f  t h c  strucl  urcs : 1  l \lnr nt', ·t hr a u  l hor 
a llempts a di scus s i on rnnec rn i n g  JlOp llla l ion l'S\ i m a l r s .  ,\s 
t he poinls o u l  l hcsc arc hi ghly l ei1 l n l Î \ l' giwn t h c  J 1 ypol he
t ical n a lurc of lhis l ypc of d a l a .  Cllap l l'I' six, cn l i l ll'cl U1ro
nolog11 am/ Daling, prcscn ls l lw r;;l l rcr rnn l rovcrsial r:a[io
carhon data.  Fiftccn rml i uc:irhcn d a l cs \l'l'n' olJ\ainrcl for 
\'Jasac, howcvcr, m a n y  of t l r e  ( ] ;: l e� from thc J11wcrm o s l  
Jevels h a v c  hccn cl i srcg:inlccl as l o o  r n r l y  hy m : m y  l\lcsolil 1 1ie 
scholars. Thc da l cs for \' Jas:1c :irc sol l l l'\\ hat l a h 'r l ha11 l hosc 
rccorded ul Lepeu s k i  \' ir, all hough M'Yl'rnl schol urs i lclie
vc<I t hcsc s i l cs lo be con l cmporn n c o u s .  This hclicf is fo1111 -
dccl on si mi lari l ics in l i l h i c  asscrn !J!agcs :lilei :ucl1 i l ct· t ur:il 
struclurcs. 

Chaptcrs sc\Tll and l'igh l discus�: l h c prd1is l oric  f:n11ml 
mul floral rcm ains,  rcspc c t iwly. Of par ticular i n  l crrsl  is  
thc claim for t hc in silii <lorn c s l i rn l ion of dog al \ ' J:mJC'. 
Ta!Jlcs of coun ls :md 1 11 i n i 11 1 u 1 11 n u m her of i n c: i \·iduals arc 
pro\'iclccl com !Jincd wi l h  a cliseussion of lhc C'Xploi l ation of 
fauna for foocl ancl raw m alcri;: ls (l' .g„ flii', :;n tkr, ;111d bon!'). 
Fish co11 s t i lnlc !i0 °" of all l ivncs eo] J c c· t nl n11 l;cu gh half of 
thesc WC'l'C unidcn li fiahlc. Thc :;u tlwr also incluclC's a cl iseus
sion o[ fauna! s:a11pling !Jias :;nd i l s cffccl on thc fauna] 
asscmblagc. 

The prchis toric hum:m rc111ai 1 1s  arc n·Y i C'\wd in Ch::!p l 1•r 
ninc.  Eviclcncc for popu l a l i un replace 111cn l i s  d i ffic111\ t o  
clelcrmine, all aYaiJable cYiclcncc su gg!'sls con linu i l y  i n  thcsc 
l\Iesoli thic population s .  This is n ot only truc for Ylasac, lm l 
for all other Iron Gates sill's containing human rema•ns.  A 
cliscussion of skelctal pal hologil's :md pnlconu trilion con
c11cles that the i n habi lan l s  wcrc gt·1 1ernlly hcal lhy cxnp l 
for seasonal calcium dC'ficicnci C' s .  

T h e  11011-chipped s t onc. arl ifac l s  an· IJridly cliscussC'rl i n  
(;hapter ten a n d  the l i lhic artifacls arc . discusscr' ip great 

detail in Chaplers cleven :md lwcln. Thc non-chippccl storte 
artifacts include numC'rous hone and antlcr tools, ground ancl 
]JC'CkC'd slone l o ols ,  anti ohj c t s  cl 'arl. Ovcr lrnlf of t his volume 
i s  ckclicatl'd t o  a dctaikcl anul�·sis of thc chippcd Ji thic art i
facts found at thC' site. Thrce data s c l s  han• hl'l'n st•kcl ccl 
for invcstigation. Firs l ,  is a dclailccl stucly of the 2070 rctou
chccl an d  unretouchcd piC'Cl'S and cores which inc!UdC's : a 
dC'scrip lion of allrihu!l'�;, thc ml'thodology of cl:issification, 
" u s e  wcar analysis,  a clescrip l ivc classific:i l i on of art if:t c t s ,  
ancl a t cclmological an:ilysis. Sccc11cl, i s  a cll'\ailc cl s tucly o f  
a J J  m a l!'rial from on e 4 X 1 mc lcr squar!' (sc111arc 523). Finally, 
!;11111111ary information ccn c!'rning \ li{' 22,CCO pÎl'CC'S of cll'lii
l a ge and unn·tou dwcl flakt·s, hlacks, :mel con·s. Thcsc s t u 
dits a r c  : : l i  accompaniccl hy n u mcrous clrawings :mcl t:1h]C's. 

Thc ecmclusitlll n l l crn p l s  lo clrnw :iii of thc prcced ing 
i n form a l i clll t o gc l hcr in asstssin g t lw 1 1at 11re of \'i:isac mul 
i l s  i n lw!Ji l :m t s  d1ui11 g l h c  l\Icsoli l hic. Ylasac is cons iclerccl în 
relal icm t o  o l l!er s i l c s  \\ i l hin :mel ou l s iclc I l ie  Iron Gutcs 
gorgc anel  a si1 1 ; i lm p a l l ('l'll Sl't'lll S l o  l'lll l'l'f!l', \hal  of a suh
s i , l l'llct' sy, l cm basl' d  prirn:IJ'iJ�· cm f ish ;m d : . 1 1  incrcasiug 
con t ro l  oYcr incl igl·nous phm t s .  l 'rior to thc f111l clcYcloprncnt 
of f o o cl 1m.:d1?cl ion l l'dlll Plog�·, "it is l ikC'l�· l h a l  gaLIJC'ring, 
l11111 l i1 1g, :;11el fhhing Wcl'l' :: l ! C'as l as pruduc tiYc :mel rcliahle 
as f:irming" (p. 1 ) . 

· . 
'J l1c au l hor's opinion r!'garcl i n g  thc n a l lll'l' of t hc trm1si

t i on frnm thc l'alC'ol i l h ic t o  t hc l\lcsol ithic mul from thc 
l\l rsoli thic lo l h c  !'\coli l h ic i s  cxprcsscd wi l h i n  t h c  first frw 
pagcs ancl cs,en l ially stales ! hal con tinuity hct\\'ccn thC'se 
arcliaC'ologicaJiy ckfinC'd pcri ocls i s  uncqui\ ocally evic lcn t .  
GiYcn thc n ature of currrnl clchates conccrni n g  t h c  na ture of 
\ h e  t r:insil ion from \ he ::\l idcllc l'alcolilhic to the l.'ppl'r l'alco
li l hic, i t  i s  rcfrcshin1� to finei a st ucl y  whieh supports t he 
11otion of co11 ti1111il  �- t h rough timC'.  This cont inui l y  exisls 
n o t  only for thc cultural rcmains lml also for thc hurn:111 
popu ia l ions respons ible for I he l'l'Nl tion of \ l i !' cultural m n  t c
rials. l\Iy 011Jy cri lki � m s  ar!' minimal, L u t  nonclhclcss, t hl' 
inclusion of t h C'sc fcw i t cms wonlc! l1avc SC'rYrcl to make 
t his volmnc cvcn more defi ni tive. First, I was somewhat 
clisappoint cd hy thc lack of clruwings/photograpl1s for tbc 
chaptcrs on thc prehistoric lmman remains and thc n on 
chippccl stonc arlifuc l s .  T h e  :rnthor s t atcs ! h a l  i.Jonc, m1th·r, 
:md t us k  con s li l ll l<' n cmI�· 4000 of t lw ar lifnc t s  al Yl:1sac 
(p. 228), yct nol a singlc ar t i fact is illuslra t cd .  This is unfor
tunatc !Jecause clr:mings of thc !Jone and an llcr lools ancl 
thc objets cl'art woulcl ha\'C be!'Il wn· uscful for scho!ars 
intercstcd i n  thcse aspects of llksol i l hic h 'chnology. Scconcl, 
1 wns surprisccl hy t l 1c nenrly compk l c  disn•ganl of \ he 
quar l z  chippccl s l o11c indus l r�" l l  is poin tcd ou l in t hc tex l  
t h a l  quartz ancl chcrl con s t i t u i e  l h� t w o  main raw mut criaJ 
sources at \'lasac (p . 5) ; and that flint � 'is the seconcl most 
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