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Intcrnational symposiums callcd “The Mcsolithic in Europe™ have
been held scmi-regularly since the first, in Warsaw 1973. The papers
resulting from the fourth symposium, rcvicwed here, clearly demon-
stratc how far thc statc of rcscarch conccrning the European
Mesolithic has come. This volumc is an impressive collection of
theorctically sophisticatcd and mcthodologically innovative studies.
Morcover, our currcnt statc of knowledge about socio-political
dcvclopment, technology, and subsistence is far beyond our state at
the time of thc 1973 symposium. Our views of thc Mesolithic have
changed dramatically in the history of our discipline. The traditional
vicw of thc Mcsolithic as a dark age, depressed, impoverished, and
degencratce, finally rclicved of the blcak cxistence by arrival of the
sophisticatcd, cnlightcned Neolithic farmers, has given way to the
vicw that thc Mecsolithic was a highly dynamic, innovative, and
complcx period.

Thesc papers arc broad in scope and truly international both in
participation and covcrage. Rescarch problecms addressed and
mcthodologics utilized run thc gamut from traditional approaches
including gencral sitc reports and discussions of lithic assemblages,
cultural affinitics and culturc history, and pollen analysis to ncwer
approachcs including utilization of ncw computer methods, compu-
ter-assistcd mapping tcchniqucs, and the application of radiocarbon
dating by accclcrator mass spcctomctry (AMS) on bone and antler
tools. Also prescnt is the application of spccific thcorctical approaches
to thc data, such as dctcrmining cultural groups by the presencc of
“active stylistic attributcs” of artifacts, identifying biascs in archaeo-
logical visibility by soil and othcr post-depositional proccsses,
cstablishing sctticment paticrns regionally with the aid of reconnais-
sancc survcys, the naturc of and rcasons for social complexity among
Mcsolithic groups, and thc rccognition and consideration of related
variables concerning the cocxistence of and interaction between
Mecsolithic and Ncolithic groups.

Thc papers arc also broad chronologically, discussing, in some
cascs, pallcrns that began in the late Paleolithic, and in others, pat-
tcrns that continuc well into the Neolithic.

The naturc of matcrials cxamincd arc also varicd. A fortuitous
find of a rich multi-stratificd bog sitc ncar St. Petersburg Russia has
yiclded numcrous well-prescrved organic Mesolithic artifacts includ-
ing woodcn bows, spcars, sled runncrs, skis, and clubs, as well as
woven matcerials. Thesc matcrials arc nicely prcsented in the article
by Burov.

Also considered is thc occurrence of canine burials. Larsson’s
article discusscs two large Latc Mesolithic cemeteries at Skateholm,
Sweden wherc of 87 bunals found, 10 are of dogs. Canine burials
arc varicd in thcir trcatment with onc individual appcaring chicfly
and containing as many gravc goods as any human, and several
caninc burials contain artifacts and arc covercd with red ochre, simi-
lar to trcatment accorded to humans. Larsson spcculates on thc sym-
bolic rolc of thc dog within thc social infrastructurc.

Scvceral other articlcs address thc social meaning of human
burials. Among thcsc arc the articles by Boroneant, and by Con-
standsc—Wcstcmann and Newecll. Boroncant’s dcescriptive account
rcvicws the fascinating rccent skcletal finds at Schela Cladovei, their
positioning and association with grave goods and red ochrc, and
their causc of dcath by natural or violcnt mcans.
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Constandsc-Westermann and Ncwecll cxaminc thc samplc of
Mesolithic skelctons throughout Europe from a biological anthropo-
logical perspective. The phenomenon of right arm latcralization is
ncarly universal throughout thc samplc and indicatcs no differences
between the sexes, and a generalized trend towards incrcascd latcra-
lization through time cverywhere exccpt in Southcast Europc wherc
a dccreasing trend is notcd. The authors speculatc on the differences
of tasks pcrformed between thc various cthnic groups of Mesolithic
Europc. Constandsc—Westcrmann and Ncwell’s study is an intcres-
ting and uniquc approach to skelctal analysis but is lacking an ap-
propriate level of self-criticism. I am unconvinced that the linguistic
and cultural assignments madc to skclctal matcrials hold any validity.

The Leuven volume also contains a numbcr of surpriscs within
its covers. Among them is thc resolution of an old archacological
mystery. Schild’s articlc elcgantly prescnts thc argument that the
Desna culture sitcs in the Rydno mining complcex of Central Poland,
typologically similar to sitcs far to thc North and East, arc the rc-
mains of foreign newcomers to thc arca, locatcd therc in order to
mine the important red ochrc rcsources of thec arca.

Norway’s Fosna culturc is also bettcr understood bacausc of Bang-
Anderson’s presentation. The Fosna has previausly been known only
from Baltic coastal sitcs. Howcver, a small group of inland mountain
lakeside sites arc argued to bc the inland recindcer cxtraction camps
of coastal-dwelling Fosna pcoples.

New findings arc presentcd for othcr kinds of archacological
materials. A cohesive picture emcrges for Mcsolithic subsistcnce
patterns, for example. A typical hunting and gathcring subsistcncc
pattern tended to occur mainly in thc Early Mcsolithic and in intc-
rior 3reas in thc Late Mcsolithic. Howevcr a ncw pattern also cmerged
in the Late Mesolithic with a tendency for coastal-oricnted subsis-
tence, and for specialized technology for procurcmcnt of coastal
resources. In somc cascs this technology was so successful as to
cause the cxtinction of local animal resourccs (harp scal, for cxam-
ple). Varicd analytical tcchniqucs documcnt thc gencralized Late
Mesolithic pattcrn. Among thesc is the usc of bonc collagen for
isotopic analysis (Gcbauer and Pricc).

The current statc of lithic analysis has maturcd so dramatically
and has disscminated throughout the ficld so that now tcchnological
and social issues are rclated by the cxamination of raw matcrials, thc
sources of these raw materials, thc mcans of procurcment of thesc
raw materials, whcther by tradc or by dircct procurcment, and thc
nature of territoriality in influencing thc mcans of procurcment.
Emergent in these articles is the demonstration of thc importancc of
good lithic recovery techniques during cxcavation, and thc impor-
tance of considering debitage during analysis.

Papers included in this volumc arc from scholars in Spain, Irc-
land, Denmark, Poland, Norway, Italy, Francc, England, Scotland,
Sweden, Russia, America, the Nethcrlands, Germany, Finland, Por-
tugal, Belgium, Luxcmbourg, and of coursc, Romania. And, all of
the above countrics ar: discussed in thc various papcers (cxcluding
America, of course!) with the addition by Domanska of Poland, of
the Caucasian—-Black Sca rcgion.
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Dcspitc thc broad gcographical covcrage included in this
volume, a notablc drawback is thc paucity of papcrs involving the
Balkan rcgion. Boroncant’s papcrs stand as the sole rcprescntative of
thc Balkan rcgion, and thc solc rcmindcr of the significance of both
thc famous Iron Gatcs rcgion and of thc Balkans in gencral. Other
Mcsolithic sitcs, for cxample, Francthi Cave in Greecec, not included
in this volumc, attcst to thc importancc of thc Balkans for Mcsolithic
rescarch. 1 would hopc that futurc Mcsolithic symposiums will con-
tinuc thc tradition of broad gcographical covcragc but with the at-
tcmpt to morc fully includc thc Balkan rcgion as wecll.

I would likc to cnd this rcport by listing somc of the papers | fecl
arc thc most significant in this volumc. Thesc include the papcers by
Andcrson ct al., which usc computcr mapping of faunal assemblagces
to cvaluatec thc Mcsolithic from a cultural ccological paradigm; by
Verhart, which maps cultural groups using bonc and antlcr points;
by Larsson, discusscd carlicr; by Grcgg, and by Gronenborn, both
which utilizc innovativc approachcs to lithic analysis to addrcss larger
theorctical issucs; by Bintz and Grundwald, who illustratc through

lithic analysis thc naturc of Ncolithic colonization into Southcast
Francc; by Bang—Andcrson, discussed carlicr; by Nygaard. which
clcarly revicws our undcrstanding of thc Fosna group and presents a
statc of thc art thcorctical discussion of issucs: by Gcebaucr and
Price, which is a nice rcgional summary articlc and presents somc
very significant ongoing rcscarch; by Schild, discussed carlicr; by
Bonsall and Smith, which prcscnts a good chronology bascd on AMS
dating of bonc and antlcr barbcd points; by Wanslecben and Verhart,
who highlight through mapping, various sourccs of archacological
biascs; by Burov, discussed carlicr; and by Ganzalcz Moralcs and
Morais Amaud, which is a good rcgional rcvicw and prescents some
intcresting work donc with scasonality.

There arc very few wcak points in the volume. Again, 1 would
likc to cmphasizc thc ovcrall quality of this volumc and the very
imprcssive array of studics containcd within.

Elizabeth H. Dinan
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sowie 68 Tafeln am Ende des Bandes

Das Buch von 1. Aslanis stcllt den crsten Band cincr Gruppc dar,
in dcr dic Vorgceschichtc Makedonicns iibersichtlich behandclt wer-
den soll. In der Einlcitung (S. 13ff.) wird dics begriindct und cs wird
auch bemcerkt, daB ausschicBlich publizicrtcs Material verwendet wird.
So sollen dic Tafcln, am Endc des Bandcs kcin neues Matcrial vor-
lcgen, sondem dic Ausfiihrungen des Autors illustriercn. AuBcrdem
findct der Lescr in der Einlcitung cinc crstc Erldutcrung, was der
Autor untcr Ncolithikum verstcht (S. 14fF) und eincn kurzen Ubcr-
Iblick iiber dic folgenden Kapitel (S. 15ff.). Das I. Aslanis dic Gren-
zc zum Chalkolithikum am Endc dcr Arapi-Phasc zieht beruht auf
scincn vorangcgangenen Studicn. In dicscn Arbciten hattc der Autor
auf Grund von sozialen und wirtschaftlichcn Ubcrlcgungen, ctwa
dem Bcginn der komplizicrt befestigten Sicdlungen, dic cine héherc
gescllschaftlichc Organisation voraussctzen, den Anfang des
Chalkolithikums zuriickvcerlcgt und ncu dcfinicrt.

Dcr crsic Tcil, der Bceitrag von O. Psichogiou-Smith (S. 19ff.),
bchandclt dic Morphologic dcr Landschaft, sowic Klima, Flora und
Fauna hcutc und in der Zcit des Ncolithikums. Dics ist insofcrn fiir
den weitcren Text von Wichtigkeit, da nicht vorausgesctzt werden
kann, daB jcder Lescr den behandclten Raum und seine Gliederung
gut kennt. Noch wichtiger crscheincn uns dic palaogeographischen
Untcrsuchungen, da groBerc Mccresspiegelschwankungen (bis ca.
34 m gcgeniiber heutc) stattgefunden haben, so daB ohnc diese Un-
tersuchungen Einzcelhciten der Verbrceitung, aber auch Sicdlungsver-
schicbungen nicht verstindlich wiirden. Zudem ist zu vermuten, daB
geradce dic fchlenden frithnceolithischen Sicdlungen z.T. heute untcr
Wasscr licgen. Dic Klimaschwankungen werden im spiteren Text
auch zur Erklarung kulturcller Andcrungen herangczogen. Hicr liegt
also fur Siidostcuropa cincr der wenigen gliicklichen Fille vor, wo
tatsachlich cinc Gcsamtschau vorgelcgt wird. Zu beachten ist hicr,
wic auch becim zweciten Teil, daB dic Litcratur am Endc des Absch-
nittcs, und nicht, wic fiirr den dbrigen Text, vor den Tafeln zu
findcn ist.

Im zweciten Teil (S. 37ff.), decm Bcitrag von G. Kourtcsi-Philip-
paki, werden schr knapp das Paldo- und Mesolithikum Makedonicns
bchandclt (S. 41 ff. und S. 44). Wiahrend aus dem crsteren nur weni-
gc Fundc zur Verfiigung stchen, ist das lctztcre noch véllig unbce-
kannt. Hicr werden sicherlich nur ncuc Ausgrabungen weitere Datcn
licfcrn konncn.

Dcr drittc Tcil (S. 49ff.), cbcnso wic dic restlichcn von . Asla-
nis, bchandclt dann das cigentlichc Neolithikum. Der ganze Abs-
chnitt ist in sich drcifach geglicdert, da der Autor dic drei Hauptpe-
riodcn: Frith, Mittcl und Spiét jcwecils scparat bchandelt. Inncrhalb
jedces dicscr Kapitel wird in cinem crsten Abschnitt (jeweils S. S1 ff.,
88ff., 152ff.) zucrst das Umfcld kurz skizzicrt. Dabei gcht der Autor

auf dic Situation in Thcssalicn, Albanicn, Siidjugoslawicn, Bulgaricn
und dem dgdischen Thrakien cin. In dicsc Skizzc wird dann das,
ausfiihrlicher bchandcltc, makcdonische Fundgut cingchiangt. Dabci
werden jewecils dic Sicdlungsstruktur, Architcktur, Kcramik, ldol-
plastik und sonstigc Fundc diskuticrt. Grabfundc sind praktisch
unbckannt. Dic wenigen bekannten Graber stammen aus Sicdlungen
(S. 253f.) und diirftcn kaum rcprdscntativ scin. Am Endc jeder
Periode findct sich cinc Zusammcnfassung. Auffallend ist, besondcers
fir das friithc (Abb. 9 und 14-15) und mittlerc Ncolithikum (Abb.
17; 27 und 31), das Fchlcn bzw. dic rclative Fundarmut im zcntralcn
und Ostlichcn Makedonicn. Fiir dicsc Abschnittc ist auch das dgaische
Thrakicn noch untcrrcpriscnticrt, was in der Skizzc des Umfcldes
jeweils zum tragen kommt. Obwohl dcr Autor dics durch dic Mcerces-
spicgcl- und Klimaschwankungen zu crkldrcn versucht, diirttc wohl,
mindcstens zum Teil, cinc Forschungssituation wicdcrgegeben scin,
denn auch fir das Spitneolithikum (Abb. 33 und 36) fallcn dic
Forschungsprojcktc um Scrvia und Kavala dcutlich auf und dic
Forschungen um Servia haben ja doch frithncolithische Inlandsicd-
lungen crgeben. So konnte sich auch dic, fir das Friihncolithikum
postulierte, Einhcit zwischcn Zcntral- und Ostmakcdonicn in
Zukunft noch verindern. Dics umsomchr, da im mittlcren und spiitcn
Ncolithikum am Strymon (nach dem Axios) cinc zwcitc Kulturscheidc
zu erkennen ist.

Es ist wahrschcinlich, daB dic Darstcllung dcs Frithncolithikums
durch das Uberwiegen dcr Grabung von Nca Nikomcdia ciwas ver-
zerrt ist, dics ist jcdoch kein Fchlcr des Autors, sondern cin For-
schungsstadium. Dic Zusammecnfassung dcr Daten dicscs Fundortcs
ist jedcnfalls crfrculich. ]

Im MittcIncolithikum sicht dic Situation, trotz bestchender For-
schungsliicken, besscr aus, da in jedem dcr drci Tcilc Makcdonicns
zumindest cmc gutc Grabung vorhandcn ist (Scrvia im Wcsicn,
Vasilika im Zcntrum und Sitagroi im Ostcn). Hicr sind dic drci
rcgionalen Gruppen, noch durch wcitcrc Funde untcrmaucrt, doch
iibcrzcugend dargestellt. Dic Tatsachc, daB durch klcinc
Grabungsschnittc, auch hicr kcinc Gesamtiibersicht zur Sicd-
lungsstruktur bestcht, wirc nur durch groBflichige Untcrsuchungen
zu l6scn. Angaben zur Architcktur an sich sind vorhanden. Auch dic
keramischc Entwicklung laBt sich bercits gut verfolgen. Ob am Endc
dcs Mittelneolithikums, wegen der klimatischen Verdnderungen, das
landwirtschaftlichc Wirtschaftssystem tatsiachlich vollig zusammen-
brach wird crst durch wcitcre Forschung zu bestitigen scin. In Scrvia,
Vasilika, Sitagroi und, weitcr Ostlich, in Paradimi, wird jcdcnfalls
im Spidtneolithikum weiter am glcichcn Platz gesicdclt, so daB
zumindest cinigc Gemceinschaften dic “Katastrophc™ iiberlebten.
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