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Intcmational symposiums callcd "Thc Mcsolithic in Europe" have 
bccn hcld scmi-rcgularly sincc thc tirs!, in Warsaw 1 973. Tbe papers 
rcsulting from thc fourth symposium, rcvicwed here, clearly demon­
strate how far thc state of rcscarch conccrning tbe European 
Mcsolithic has come. This volume is an impressive collection of 
thcorctically sophisticatcd and mcthodologically innovative studies. 
Morcovcr, our currcnt state of knowledge about socio-pol itical 
development, tcchnology, and subsistcnce is far beyond our state at 
thc timc of thc 1 973 symposium. Our vicws of thc Mesolithic have 
changcd dramatically in thc history of our discipline. Thc traditional 
vicw of tbc Mcsolithic as a dark agc, dcpressed, impoverished, and 
degenerate, finally rclicvcd of thc blcak cxistencc by arrival of tbe 
sophisticarcd, enlightcncd Neolithic fanners, bas givcn way to the 
vicw that thc Mcsolithic was a highly dynamic, innovativc, and 
complex period. 

Thcsc papcrs arc broad in scape and truly intemational botb in 
participation and covcrage. Rescarch problcms addrcsscd and 
mctbodologics util ized run thc gamut from traditional approacbes 
including general site rcports and discussions of litbic assemblages, 
cultural affinitics and culturc bistory, and pollen analysis to ncwer 
approachcs includiog utilization of ncw computer metbods, compu­
tcr-assistcd mapping tcchniqucs, and thc applicalion of radiocarbon 
dating by accelerator mass spectomctry (AMS) on bone and antler 
tools. A Iso presen I is thc application of specific thcorctical approacbcs 
to thc data, sucb as dctcnnining cultural groups by tbe presencc of 
"active stylistic attributcs" of artifacts, idcntifying biascs in archaeo­
logical visibil ity by soii and othcr post-depositional proccsses, 
cstablishing scttlcmcnt pattcms regionally with thc aid of reconnais­
sancc survcys, thc naturc of and reasons for social complcxity among 
Mcsolitbic groups. and thc rccognition and consideration of related 
variablcs conccrning thc cocxistcncc of and interaction between 
Mcsolithic and Ncolithic groups. 

Thc papcrs arc also broad cbronologically, discussing, in some 
cascs, pallcrns that bcgan in thc late Paleolithic, and in others, pat­
tcrns that continue wcll into thc Neolithic. 

Thc naturc of matcrials cxamincd arc also varicd. A fortuitous 
find of a rich multi-stratificd bog site ncar St. Petersburg Russia has 
yicldcd numcrous wcl l-prcscrvcd organic Mesolitbic artifacts includ­
ing woodcn bows, spcars. slcd runncrs, skis, and clubs, as well as 
wovcn matcrials. Thcsc matcrials arc nicely prcsented in tbe article 
by Burov. 

A Iso considcrcd is thc occurrencc of canine burials. Larsson 's 
articlc discusscs two largc Late Mesolithic cemeteries at Skateholm, 
Swedcn whcrc of 87 burials found, I O are of dogs. Canine burials 
arc varicd in thcir trcatmcnt with onc individual appcaring cbicfly 
and containing as many grave goods as any buman, and several 
canine burials contain artifacts and arc covercd witb rcd ochre, simi­
lar to trcatmcnt accorded to humans. Larsson spcculates on thc sym­
bolic role of thc dog within thc social infrastructurc. 

Severa! othcr articlcs address tbc social meaning of buman 
burials. Amang thcsc arc tbc articlcs by Boroneant, and by Con­
standsc-Wcstcnnann and Ncwcll. Boroncant's descriptive account 
rcvicws thc fascinating recent skclctal finds al Schela Cladovei, thcir 
positioning and association with grave goods and red ochrc, and 
thcir causc of dcath by natural or violent mcans. 
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Constandsc-Westermann and Ncwcll cxaminc thc sample of 
Mesolitbic skelctons tbrougbout Europe from a biologica! anthropo­
logical perspective. Thc pbenomenon of rigbt ann latcralization is 
ncarly universal tbrougbout tbc sample and indicatcs no diffcrcnccs 
between tbe sexes, and a generalized trend towards incrcascd latcra­
lization tbrough time cverywhere exccpt in Southcast Europe whcrc 
a dccreasing trend is notcd. Thc autbors speculate on thc diffcrcnccs 
of tasks pcrfonncd between thc various cthnic groups of Mcsolithic 
Europe. Constandsc-Westcnnann and Ncwcll's study is  an intcrcs­
ting and uniquc approacb to skelctal analysis bui is lacking an ap­
propriate levei of seif-criticism. I am unconvinccd that thc linguistic 
and cultural assignments madc to skclctal matcrials bold any validity. 

The Leuven volume also contains a numbcr of surpriscs within 
its covers. Amang tbem is thc resolution of an old archacological 
mystery. Schild's articlc elcgantly prcscnts thc argument that thc 
Desna culture sitcs in thc Rydno mining complex of Central Poland, 
typologically similar to sitcs far to thc North and East, arc thc rc­
mains of foreign newcomers to thc arca, locatcd thcrc in ordcr to 
mine the important red ochrc rcsourccs of thc arca. 

Norway's Fosna culture is also bettcr undcrstood baca usc of Bang­
Anderson's presentation. Tbe Fosna has prcviously bcen known only 
from Baltic coasta( sites. Howcvcr, a small group of inland mountain 
lakeside sites arc argued to bc tbc inland rcindccr cxtraction camps 
of coastal-dwelling Fosna pcoples. 

New findings arc presentcd for othcr kinds of archacological 
materials. A cohesive picture emergcs for Mesolithic subsistcncc 
patterns, for example. A typical bunting and gathcring subsistcncc 
pattem tended to occur mainly in thc Early Mcsolithic and in inte­
rior a,reas in thc Late Mesolithic. Howevcr a ncw pattcm also cmcrgcd 
in the Late Mesolithic witb a tcndency for coastal-oricntcd subsis­
tence, and for specialized technology for procurcmcnt of coasta! 
resourees. In somc cascs this technology was so succcssful as to 
cause tbe cxtinction of local animal rcsourccs (harp scai, for cxam­
ple). Varicd analytical tcchniqucs document thc gcncralizcd Late 
Mesolitbic pattcm. Amang thcsc is thc usc of bone collagcn for 
isotopic analysis (Gcbauer and Price). 

Tbe current state of lithic analysis bas maturcd so dramatically 
and has disscminated lhrougbout the ficld so that now tcchnological 
and social issues are related by the cxamination of raw matcrials, thc 
sources of tbese raw materials, tbc mcans of procurcmcnt of thcsc 
raw materials, whctber by tradc or by direct procurcmcnt, and thc 
nature of territoriality in influencing thc means of procuremcnt. 
Emergent in these articles is the dcmonstration of thc importancc of 
good lithic recovery techniques during cxcavation, and thc impor­
tance of considering debitage during ailalysis. 

Papers included in this volume arc from scholars in Spain, lrc­
land, Denmark, Poland, Norway, ltaly, France, England, Scotland, 
Sweden, Russia, America, the Nethcrlands, Gcnnany, Finland, Por­
tugal, Belgium, Luxcmbourg, and of coursc, Romania. And, all of 
tbe above cou'.l!rics ar· : discussed in thc various papcrs ( cxcluding 
America, of course!) with the addition by Domanska of Poland, of 
the Caucasian-Black Sca region. 

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro / http://www.daciajournal.ro



336 Comptcs-rendus 2 

Dcspitc thc broad gcographical covcragc includcd in this 
volume, a notablc drawback is thc paucity of papcrs involving the 
Balkan rcgion. Boroncant's papcrs stand as thc sole rcprescntativc of 
thc Balkan rcgion, and thc sole rcmindcr of thc significancc of both 
thc famous lron Gates rcgion and of thc Balkans in general. Othcr 
Mcsolithic sitcs. for cxamplc, Francthi Cave in Grcccc, noi includcd 
in this volume, attcst to thc importancc of thc Balkans for Mcsolithic 
rcscarch. I would hopc that futurc Mcsolithic symposiums will con­
tinue thc tradition of broad gcographical covcragc but with thc at­
tcmpt to more fully include thc Balkan rcgion as wcll. 

I would likc to cnd this report by listing somc of thc papcrs I foci 
arc thc most significant in this volume. Thcsc include the papcrs by 
Anderson ct al., which usc computer mapping of fauna) assemblages 
to evaluate thc Mcsolithic from a cultural ecologica) paradigm; by 
Vcrhart, which maps cultural groups using bone and antlcr points; 
by Larsson, discusscd carlicr; by Grcgg, and by Gronenbom, both 
which utilizc innovativc approachcs to lithic analysis to addrcss largcr 
thcorctical issucs; by Bintz and Grundwald, who i llustratc through 

lithic analysis thc naturc of Ncolithic colonization into Southeast 
France; by Bang-Anderson, discussed carlicr; by Nygaard. which 
clcarly rcvicws our understanding of thc Fosna group and presents a 
state of thc art thcorctical discussion of issucs: by Gebauer and 
Price, which is a niee regional summary article and presents some 
vcry significant ongoing rcscarch; by Schild. discussed earlier; by 
Bonsall and Smith, which prescnts a good chronology bascd on AMS 
dating of bone and antlcr barbcd points; by Wanslccbcn and Verhart. 
who highlight through mapping, various sources of arehaeological 
biascs; by Burov, discussed earl icr; and by Ganzalcz Morales and 
Morais Amaud, which is a good regional rcvicw and prcscnts some 
intcrcsting work donc with scasonality. 

Thcre are vcry few wcak points in lhc volume. Again, I would 
likc to cmphasizc thc ovcrall quality of this volume and the very 
imprcssive array of studies eontained within. 

Elizabetlr H. Dina11 

IOANIS ASLANIS mit Beitrăge von OLGA PSICHOGIOU-SMITH und GEORGIA KORTWAI-PHILIPPAKI, I 
Proistoria Tis Makedonias, I, I Neolithiki Epochi Athin, 1992, 402 S. mit Tabellen, Karten und Plănen im Text 
sowie 68 Tafeln am Ende des Bandes 

Das Buch von I .  Aslanis stellt den crstcn Band cincr Gruppc dar, 
in dcr dic Vorgcschichtc Makedonicns iibcrsichtlich behandclt wcr­
dcn sol i .  ln dcr Einlcitung (S. I 3ff.) wird dics bcgriindct und cs wird 
auch bcmcrkl, daB ausschicBlich publizicrtcs Material verwcndct wird. 
So sollcn dic Tafcln, am Endc des Bandcs kcin neues Material vor­
lcgcn, sondcm dic Ausfiihrungcn des Autors il lustriercn. AuBcrdcm 
findct dcr Lcscr in der Einlcitung cine crstc Erliiutcrung, was dcr 
Autor untcr Ncolithikum vcrstcht (S. I 4ff.) und eincn kurzen Obcr­
lblick iiber dic folgcndcn Kapitcl (S. I 5ff.). Das I. Aslanis dic Grcn­
zc zum Chalkolithikum am Endc dcr Arapi-Phase zieht beruht auf 
scincn vorangcgangcncn Studicn. In dicscn Arbeiten hattc dcr Autor 
auf Grund von sozialcn und wirtschaftlichcn Obcrlcgungcn, ctwa 
dcm Bcginn dcr komplizicrt bcfcstigtcn Sicdlungcn, die cine hiiherc 
gcscl lschaftl ichc Organisation voraussctzcn, den Anfang des 
Chalkolithikums zuriickvcrlcgt und ncu dcfinicrt. 

Dcr crstc Teii, dcr Bcitrag von O. Psichogiou-Smith (S. 1 9ff.), 
bchandclt dic Morphologic dcr Landschaft, sowie Klima, Flora und 
Fauna hcutc und in dcr Zeit des Ncolithikums. Dics ist insofcm fiir 
dcn wcitcrcn Text von Wichtigkcit, da nicht vorausgesctzt werden 
kann, daB jcdcr Lcscr dcn bchandclten Raum und seine Gliederung 
gut kcnnl. Noch wichtigcr crscheincn uns dic paliiogeographischen 
Untcrsuchungcn, da griiBcrc Mccrcsspiegelschwankungcn (bis ca. 
34 m gcgcniibcr hcutc) stattgcfundcn haben, so daB ohnc diese Un­
tcrsuchungcn Einzclhcitcn dcr Vcrbrcitung, abcr auch Sicdlungsvcr­
schicbungcn nichl vcrstiindlich wiirdcn. Zudcm ist zu verrnuten, daB 
gcradc dic fchlcndcn friihncolithischcn Sicdlungcn z.T. heute untcr 
Wasscr licgcn. Dic Klimaschwankungcn werdcn im spiitercn Text 
auch zur Erklărung kulturcllcr Ăndcrungcn herangczogen. Hicr l iegt 
also fiir Siidostcuropa cincr dcr wcnigcn gliicklichcn Fiillc vor, wo 
tatsiichlich cine Gcsamtschau vorgelcgt wird. Zu beachtcn ist hicr, 
wic auch bcim zwcitcn Teii, daB dic Litcratur am Endc des Absch­
nittcs, und nicht, wic fiir dcn iibrigcn Text, vor dcn Tafeln zu 
findcn ist. 

Im zwcitcn Teii (S. 37ff.), dcm Bcitrag von G. Kourtcsi-Philip­
paki, wcrdcn schr knapp das Paliio- und Mesolithikum Makedonicns 
bchandclt (S. 41 ff. und S. 44). Wiihrcnd aus dcm crstcrcn nur weni­
ge Funde zur Vcrfiigung stchcn, ist das letztcre noch viillig unbc­
kannt. Hicr wcrdcn sichcrlich nur ncuc Ausgrabungcn weitere Datcn 
licfcm kiinncn. 

Dcr drittc Tei i  (S. 49ff.), cbcnso wic dic restlichcn von I. Asla­
nis, bchandclt dann das cigcntlichc Neolithikum. Der ganzc Abs­
chnitt ist in sich drcifach gcgliedcrt, da dcr Autor die drei Hauptpe­
riodcn: Friih. Mittcl und Spiit jcwcils separat bchandelt. Inncrhalb 
jcdcs dicscr Kapitcl wird in cincm crsten Abschnitt (jeweils S. 5 1  ff., 
88ff., I 52ff.) zucrst das Umfcld kurz skizzicrt. Dabei gcht der Autor 

auf dic Situation in Thcssalicn, Albanicn, Siidjugoslawicn, Bulgaricn 
und dcm ăgăischcn Thrakien cin. ln dicsc Skizzc wird dann das, 
ausfiihrlichcr bchandeltc, makcdonischc Fundgut cingchăngt. Dabci 
wcrdcn jcwcils dic Siedlungsstruktur, Architcktur, Kcramik. ldol­
plastik und sonstigc Funde diskuticrt. Grabfundc sind praktisch 
unbckannt. Dic wcnigcn bckanntcn Grăbcr stammcn aus Sicdlungcn 
(S .  253f.) und diirftcn kaum rcprăscntativ scin.  Am Endc jcder 
Periode findct sich cine Zusammcnfassung. Auffallcnd ist. bcsondcrs 
fiir das friihc (Abb. 9 und 1 4- 1 5) und mittlcrc Ncolithikum (Abb. 
1 7; 27 und 3 1 ), das Fchlcn bzw. dic relative Fundarrnut im zcnlralcn 
und iistlichcn Makcdonicn. Fiir dicsc Abschnittc ist auch das iigiiischc 
Thrakicn noch untcrrcprăscnticrt, was in dcr Skizzc des Umfcldcs 
jeweils zum tragcn kommt. Obwohl dcr Autor dics durch dic Mccrcs­
spicgcl- und Klimaschwankungcn zu crklărcn vcrsucht. diirlic wohl. 
mindcstens zum Teii, cine Forschungssituation wicdcrgcgcbcn scin, 
dcnn auch fiir das Spătneolithikum (Abb. 33 und 36) fallcn dic 
Forschungsprojcktc um Scrvia und Kavala dcutlich auf und dic 
Forschungcn um S!!rvia habcn ja doch friihncolithischc Inlandsicd­
lungen crgcbcn. So kiinnte sich auch dic, fiir das Friihncolithikum 
postul ierte, E inhcit zwischcn Zcntral- und Ostmakcdonicn in 
Zukunft noch vcrăndem. Dics umsomchr, da im mittlcrcn und spiitcn 
Neolithikum am Strymon (nach dcm Axios) cine zwcitc Kulturschcidc 
zu erkennen ist. 

Es ist wahrschcinlich, daB dic Darstcllung des Friihncolithikums 
durch das Oberwiegen der Grabung von Nea Nikomcdia ctwas vcr­
zcrrt ist, dics ist jcdoch kein Fehlcr des Autors, sondcm cin For­
schungsstadium. Dic Zusammenfassung dcr Datcn dicscs Fundortcs 
ist jedcnfalls crfrculich. 

Im Mittclncolithikum sicht dic Situation, trotz bcstchcndcr For­
schungsliicken, bcsscr aus, da in jcdcm dcr drci Tcilc Makcdonicns 
zumindest cftic gute Grabung vorhandcn ist (Scrvia im Wcstcn, 
Vasilika im Zcntrum und Sitagroi im Ostcn). Hicr sind dic drci 
rcgionalen Gruppcn, noch durch wcitcrc Funde untcrrnaucrt. doch 
iibcrzcugcnd dargcstellt .  Dic  Tatsachc. daB durch klc inc 
Grabungsschnittc, auch hicr kcinc Gcsamtiibcrsicht zur S icd­
lungsstruktur bcstcht, wărc nur durch groBflăchigc Untcrsuchungcn 
zu liiscn. Angabcn zur Architcktur an sich sind vorhandcn. Auch dic 
keramischc Entwicklung lăBt sich bcrcits gut vcrfolgcn. Ob am Endc 
des Mittelneolithikums, wegcn dcr klimatischcn Vcrăndcrungcn, das 
landwirtschaftlichc Wirtschaftssystcm tatsăchlich viillig zusammcn­
brach wird crst durch wcitcrc Forschung zu bcstiitigcn scin. ln Scrvia, 
Vasilika, Sitagroi und, weitcr iistlich, in Paradimi, wird jcdcnfalls 
im Spătneolithikum weiter am glcichcn Platz gcsicdclt, so daB 
zumindest cinigc Gcmcinschaftcn dic "Katastrophc" iibcrlcbtcn. 
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