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FERENC MARTIN, Kolonialprăgungen aus Moesia Superior und Dacia, Budapest, 1 992, 1 1 4 p. ,  8 pi .  

Starting from the date given by B.  Pick about the colonial coins 
struck for Moesia Superior and Dacia in his book, Die antiken Miinzen 
Nord Griec/1e11/ands, M. Ferenc again examines the problems of 
these issues using the information published in  different works and 
also the coins from diverse private and public collections including 
Magyar Nemzeti Muzeum, Budapest. Bibliotheque Nalionale, Cabi
net des Medailles. Paris. Brilish Museum, Department of Coins and 
Medals ,  London.  K u nsthistorisches M useum, Samml ung von 
Medaillen, Miinzen und Geldzeichen, Wien, Musee National, Cabi
net des Medailles. Ziirich, Muzeul de Istorie al Transilvaniei, Cluj
Napoca, Narodni Muzej, Beograd. Staatliche Museen, Miinzkabi
nett, Berlin,  Staat liche Miinzsammlung, Miinchen and others (see 
p. 23). 

After the foreword (p. 7) where the author thanks everybody who 
helped him, there follows a short account of the period A.O. 239-
257, a period in which the coins with the legend PMS COL V I M  and 
PROVINCIA DACIA were struck, a description of the circumstances 
in which these coins were struck, and in parallel the diverse ideas 
which have been expressed about the numerous problems of these 
issues (pp. 9- 1 2) .  Before examining the rest of the volume we con
sider that it is necessary to correct some mistakes which appear in 
this section of the book: the capital of the province Dacia, now in 
Hunedoara county. was called Colonia Ulpia Traiana Augusta 
Dacica not Dacia. to which the Dacian name of Sarmizegetusa, not 
Sarmisegetusa, was added later. The author states that the capital of 
Roman Dacia is in Hunyad comital from Varhely region. This dates 
from the former Austro-Hungarian administrative organization. We 
consider this useless, even controversial and wil l  only confuse 
scholars who are interested în this problem and force them to use 
maps made before 1 9 1 8, which is noi easy. Another error is that at 
Colonia Ulpia Traiana Augusta Dacica Sarmizegetusa was stationed 
/egio XIII Gemina. A wellknown faci is that the headquarters of this 
Jegion, since A.O. 1 06 until the province was abandoned, was at 
Apulum (p. I O). 

The following section, called Das Miinzmaterial (pp. 1 3-2 1 ), 
has severa! parts; the first discusses the places where the two types 
were struck (p. 1 3 ). Gordian I I I  gave permission, in A.O. 239 to the 
capital of Moesia Superior - Viminacium - to strike bronze provin
cial coins, but al that time the mint seems to function for lhe begin
ning al a North Italic mint. Philippus I ,  in A.O. 246, gave permission 
to slrike coins for province Dacia, but on the basis of similitudes 
between some iconographic elements, style of letters, mistakes in the 
spelling of the legend, the author believes that these coins were also 

struck at Viminacium. The last coins with thc lcgend PMS COL 
VIM are from the XVJ'h year (A.O. 254-255). No coins mintcd at 
Viminacium are known having inscribed year X (A.O. 248-249). 
probably as a resuit of the presence of Pacatianus in the arca. Thc 
aulhor continues with the description of !he elements which define 
!he obverse and reverse of the coins issued for the two provinccs : thc 
legends and the clothes of the represented personages (pp. D- 1 5 ) .  
He discusses the three denominations:  se.<tertiu.1·. dupm1diu.1·. 11.1· and 
also three kinds of medalions (pp. 1 5- 1 6) beforc continuing aboul 
the technical aspects of the coins: the diameter of the coins and dics. 
the analysis of weight for some coins of Philippus I .  thc rclationship 
between the position of obverse and reverse dics. Evcrything is based 

on analyzing a great number of coins (pp. 1 6- 1 7) .  He cont inucs with 
a few words about the small "hollows" in the ccnter on 1hc obvcrsc 
or reverse, the metal of the coins, the elements which define 1ypcs 
and variants, a u�eful discussion about lhe countermarks and sym
bols which appear on the surface of the coins (Zeiche11 1111d Kollll'l'

marken, p. 1 8). After explaining the syslcm of marking the ycars of 
the two local eras (pp. 1 8- 1 9) M. Ferenc discusscs some aspccls of 
the devaluation and the decay in style of the coins. Thc rcduclion in 
weight is illustrated by a diagram and a table (pp. 1 9-20). At thc cncl 
of this section there are two tables showing the years in which !he 
coins were issued in conformity with the local era. at Viminacium 
sometime between July and October and for Dacia cluring July
August. 

The largest part of the book is the catalogue (pp. 23- 1 06) in 
which the types are presented by years. technical aspects. thc dcno
mination, legends and drawings of the coins.  Before the eighl pagcs 
of plates which illustrate some of the coins. thc reader finds uscful 
additions to the catalogue (pp. 1 07- 1 1 3 )  anc.l a concorc.lancc wi1h 
Pick's catalogue, Die antiken Miinze11 Nord-Grieche11/a11d.<. Berlin. 
1 898, (p. 1 1 4). Concerning the drawings. we believc that photo
graphic illustration is useful because of the higher c.letail possiblc 
comparison with a drawing. Also exhaustive ill ustration of thc stu
died coins could enable someone to attempt a study of thc c.lics of 
these coins. 

Finally, a map with the fundspots would bc useful anc.l woulcl 
give an image of the area of circulation of the coins. A much elabo
rate study of the PROV INCIA DACIA issues coulcl havc bccn at
tempted. Obviously, this does not make this book lcss important or 
useful; more than that we believe that this book will form a bas is for 
everybody who wishes to study these coins anc.1 the economic. poli 
tica!, and military history of the two Roman provinccs . 

Adrian Popescu 
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