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streches of the river frontage), it should rather be assumed that Claudianus' dual post covered two 
separate prefectures with their own command districts. 

The annexation of the Danubian part of Thrace to Moesia, which became a fully independent 
province only after the final dissolution în AD 44 of the joint command Moesia - Macedonia - Achaia, 
resulted în a land connection between the occupation zone în western Moesia and the former theatre of 
operations on the lower reaches of the Danube, but it did not create appropriate conditions for a military 
occupation of the whole Thracian section of the Danube river. It was merely the first, essential step în this 
direction. Organizing a limes and basing the border on this long and difficult stretch of the Danube 
required that the population relations be stabilized and on both sides of the river at that. In practice, this 
meant that the Moesian army' s zone of operations had to be transferred from the right to the left bank of 
the Danube. It was not until Nero's rule that Plautius Silvanus undertook active operations north of the 
Danube. In all likelihood, the tutela ripae (Danuvii) mentioned in Silvanus' elogium, which rested on the 
Moesian legates from Nero's time, was largely exercised by the Moesian fleet formed under Claudius. 
The fleet was charged with shipping Moesian troops to the Crimea not earlier than in the beginning of the 
2"d century, when either în Hadrian's reign or at the end of Trajan's rule a Roman garrison was first 
stationed there56• 

56 The earliest dated Roman inscription from the Crimea is IOSPE, 12, 674 (altar of AD 120 discovered at 
Charax). Originating from Trajan's time is IOSPE, 12, 562 = AE, 2000, 1280. 

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro




