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THREE NEW INSCRIPTIONS FROM ISTROS'

VALENTIN BOTTEZ*

Keywords: Istros, Apollonia, honorary decree, imperial dedication, territory.

Abstract: The three inscriptions were discovered in the southern part of the city’s acropolis (the Basilica Parvan
Sector), all in a secondary context connected to the Late Roman defence wall. No. 1 is an honorary decree issued by
the assembly in honour of a citizen of Apollonia (early 3™ c. B.C.). As other inscriptions from the Istros and the
region show, the period is marked by an alliance and long standing good relations between Apollonia and Istros in
the 3" and 2™ c. B.C., materialized among others in the military aid sent by Istros to Apollonia in the latter’s war
against Mesambria (2™ c. B.C.). No. 2 is part of a small building inscription or an honorary monument (early 2™ c.
A.D.), mentioning an imperial benefaction concerning certain buildings or parts of buildings. No. 3 is a dedication to
Tupiter Optimus Maximus and Iunona Regina, set up in one of the Roman veterans’ villages in the territory of Istros
(second half of the 2" — first half of the 3™ c¢. A.D.).

Cuvinte-cheie: Istros, Apollonia, decret onorific, dedicatie imperiald, teritoriu.

Rezumat: Cele trei inscriptii au fost descoperite in partea de sud a acropolei histriene (Sectorul Basilica Pdrvan),
intr-un context secundar, in legdturd cu incinta romand tarzie. Nr. 1 este un decret onorific dedicat de Poporul
histrian unui cetatean din Apollonia pentru serviciile continue aduse comunititii (inceputul sec. III a.Chr.). Cum
arata alte inscriptii din Istros si din regiune, perioada a fost marcatd de conflictul intre Apollonia si Mesambria, ce a
avut ca rezultat o alianta si bune relatii de durata intre Apollonia si Istros. Nr. 2 este parte dintr-o cladire de mici
dimensiuni sau dintr-un monument onorific (inceput de sec. Il p.Chr.) si mentioneazd o binefacere imperiala ce
implica anumite cladiri sau parti din cladiri. Nr. 3 este o dedicatie catre Iupiter Optimus Maximus si lunona Regina,
ce provine din unul din satele de veterani romani din teritoriul histrian (a doua jumatate a sec. II — prima jumatate a
sec. III p.Chr).

In this paper I will present three new additions to the epigraphic corpus of Istros, all of which were
discovered during excavations in the Basilica Pdrvan Sector?.

The latter is the conventional name of an excavation sector located roughly in the southern part of
the city’s acropolis (Fig. 1), where the main research objectives are the Christian basilica discovered by
V. Parvan, as well as the southern side of the Late Roman defence wall. After excavations were
conducted in the area by Vasile Parvan (1914-1916 and 1921) and Marcelle Lambrino (1932-1935), the
discoveries were only partially published.’ These include the Christian basilica and the buildings around
it, phases A and B of the Late Roman defence wall, the Hellenistic defence wall, as well as a number of

* Universitatea din Bucuresti, Facultatea de Istorie, Departamentul de Istorie Anticd, Arheologie si Istoria
Artei; valentin_bottez@yahoo.com

' This work was supported by the strategic grant POSDRU/89/1.5/S/62259, Project “Applied social, human
and political sciences. Postdoctoral training and postdoctoral fellowships in social, human and political sciences”
cofinanced by the European Social Fund within the Sectorial Operational Program Human Resources Development
2007 —2013.

2 T would like to thank Dr. M.V. Angelescu for his permission to publish the inscriptions. I would also like to
thank Prof. A. Suceveanu, Prof. A. Avram, Dr. Fl. Matei-Popescu and Dr. Alexandra Litu for their suggestions, as
well as Mrs. Tuliana Barnea for the beautiful drawings of the stones.

} Histria I, 154-162; Lambrino 1938, p. 14-17 and p. 356-360.

Dacia N.S., tome LVIII, Bucarest, 2014, p. 285-292
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286 Valentin Bottez 2

structures from the Greek period. In 2001 the excavations were resumed by M. V. Angelescu of the
“Vasile Parvan” Archaeological Institute in Bucharest, in order to clear up a series of problems left open
by previous research, as well as to obtain a picture of the urban evolution of this area.*

All three inscriptions presented here were discovered in a secondary context, connected to the Late
Roman defence wall, which has always been the main “source” of Istrian inscriptions. No. 1 appeared in
the debris of the southern side of the Late Roman defence wall, near the SW corner of the Christian
basilica. It still bears traces of mortar, as it was re-used as construction material. No. 2 was found in the
debris of the Late Roman Wall, in the NE part of room @ of the Roman baths complex of Istros
conventionally called Terme I,° located in the SW part of the Late Roman town. No. 3 is still part of
phase B (dated to the Diocletianus-Constantinus period)® of the Late Roman defence wall.

1. Fragmentary marble stele (H=0.267; L=0.165; W=0.055m), discovered in 2009 (Figs. 1-3). The text
(preserved surface covered by text: 0.182x0.122m) is inscribed inside an aedicule surmounted by
pediment and flanked by columns (width 0.045m); its upper and right limits are preserved, but the bottom
is broken. Height of letters: 0.010m; distance between rows: 0.007m. Date: the shape of the letters
(especially that of the m) indicates the first half of the 3™ ¢. B.C.

Restoration:

1 ["Edo&e tin] Suomt-
[mpevievovt]og Tnro-
[Adyov ot dplyoveg
[elnov: £mel]dn Ayada-

5., Juov Anol-
[Aovidn]g xpricwov
[del €a]uTov TOpé-
[xeTar Tt T]OAeL S0D-

Translation:

“The People have decided. Under the presidency of Hippolochos, the archontes have proposed. As
Agatharchos, son of ........ mos, from Apollonia, keeps proving himself useful to the city, may he be
awarded ...”

L. 3: the name of the president of the assembly is mentioned without a patronymic, which is a very
rare occurrence in Istros, the only analogy being ISM 18 (3™ ¢. B.C.).

L. 4-5: according to the LGPN 4, the names starting with Aya0a... attested in the region are
‘Aya®dyyehoc (Pantikapaion,” Thessaloniki,® Byzantion’), Ayd0avdpoc (Tomis),"® Ayaddvop (Beroia)'
and AydBapyog (Kalindoia,'" Asenovgrad,” Olbia,'* and Apollonia/Sozopol."” Although it is very

* For a general view of the sector, see Angelescu — Bottez 2009.
> See Fig. 1; for a general plan, see Histria VI, p. 172, Fig. 2.
® Histria XIII, p. 90.

7 CIRB 476.

¥ AEMTh 15, 2001, p. 325.

? Ibyz 117B.

ISMII 189.

" IBer 16A.

2 MI 2, p. 84-85, no. 62, 1, 16.

" BE 1950, no. 137.

“IGDOIbia 25 b, 2.

!> BMNBurgas 4 (2002), p. 121, no. 6.
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3 Three New Inscriptions from Istros 287

difficult to establish the name of the person with certainty, a likely choice would be Agatharchos, as the
number of letters fits and also because the name is attested in Apollonia in the 4™ ¢. B.C.

L. 5-6: as the word starting with AznoA... follows the person’s patronymic, the former clearly
indicates the origin, in this case Apollonia. This does not come as a surprise, as the relationship between
the two cities was a very strong one — a fact proven by no less than five Istrian inscriptions.

L. 7: del is a possible solution for the lacuna, as suggested by Prof. Avram.

The two Milesian colonies were political and military allies,'® as attested by two texts: ISM I 112
(3" c. B.C.)"" and 64 (2™ ¢. B.C.)."® In both cases an Istrian fleet sailed to help the citizens of Apollonia.
As D. M. Pippidi mentions in his commentary to ISM I 112, the legal justification for this action was a
friendship and mutual assistance treaty indicated by the use of the verb fonbeiv (L. 1). Pippidi recognizes
a similar situation in ISM I 64=IGB I* 388b, which tells of the sea and land victories obtained by the
Istrians (called @ilot, cvyyevelc kai ovpupoyol) commanded by the nauarchos Hegesagoras, son of
Monimos, against the Mesambrians. The strong relationship between the two cities might also be
discerned in ISM III 7 (c. 253 B.C.), in which Stratonax, son of Lygdamis, an ambassador from
Apollc?glia, was honoured for having represented the interests of Kallatis in the peace negotiations with
Istros.

The relationship cemented by military aid led to each of the two communities granting honours to
the other city’s citizens. Such a document is ISM I 23 (3™-2" ¢. B.C.), a decree in honour of a citizen of
Apollonia that proved himself continuously useful towards the Istrians. In return, the Apolloniatae did the
same for certain Istrians, as the Istrian copy of a decree passed by Apollonia shows (ISM I 63; 3™ c.
B.C.). Finally, this relationship reached new heights as the trust between the two cities became so strong
that a judge from Apollonia was called by the Istrians to solve a local legal matter (ISM I 30; 2™ ¢. B.C.).

Louis Robert listed all the citizens of Apollonia Pontica mentioned in inscriptions from other cities,
noting the difficulty of separating them from the citizens of other cities called Apollonia in the Greek
world.”” There is Hephaistion, son of Sosias (IGB I* 308), honoured (probably) by the Mesambrians in the
3" ¢. B.C., Philon, son of Hekataios (ISM 1III 11), honoured by the Kallatians in the second half of the 3m
c. B.C.

Ligia Ruscu®' analyzed all the mentions of citizens of Apollonia Pontica in the Greek world,
concluding that its network of personal external relations was concentrated in the Pontic area, with only
half the number of occurrences outside this space. She added to the list drawn up by L. Robert the epitaph
of Telesikles and another Apolloniata (3™ c. B.C.), found in Olbia,” as well as another person from
Apollonia attested in Pistiros (modern Vetren)® in the 4™ — 3" ¢. B.C.

The present inscription unfortunately does not enlighten us on the reasons the decree was awarded
or on what was the precise context of the relations between the two cities at that moment, but it stresses
once again their importance for Istros, which at that moment was able to project its force at a regional
level in order to fulfil its political and military obligations.

'® We will not go into the details of this relationship, as the topic was recently analysed in depth (Bounegru
2007).

"7 Avram 2007, no. 112 mentions that Vinogradov, after initially connecting the events in the two inscriptions
and dating ISM I 112 to the 2™ c. (Vinogradov 1997, p. 56), finally dated it to the 3™ ¢. B.C. (Vinogradov 1997,
p. 498); Histria IX, no. 178 (first half of the 2" c. B.C.).

'8 IGB I 388b (first half of the 2™ ¢. B.C.); Avram 2007, nos. 64 and 34 (the latter being identified as the
end part of the first inscription), where the author mentions that Vinogradov dated the inscription to 255/4 B.C.,
during the second Syrian war (I did not have access to that article, Der Staatsbesuch der ‘Isis’ im Bosporos, Ancient
Civilizations from Scythia to Siberia 5, 1999, 2, p. 271-302).

" There is also the decree from Apollonia, honouring Aisias, from Kallatis (IGB I* 391), which further
confirms the good relations between the two communities.

2 Robert 1959, p. 185-186.

*! Ruscu 2004.

2 1.Olbia 99. But, as Robert did before her, she stresses the difficulty of identifying the citizens of Pontic
Apollonia among those from other cities with the same name (Ruscu 2004, p. 156).

2 IGB 11,1 1067 and 1068 (SEG 43:485).
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2. Fragmentary architectural element (H=0.150; L=0.181; W=0.213m) made of white marble, discovered
in 2011 (Figs. 1, 4 & 5). The upper part of the inscribed face had a profile which was sanded off in order
for it to fit better when it was re-used as construction material in the Late Roman defence wall. The upper
and lower surfaces are smooth, which indicates that the stone was set between two courses of fashioned
stones. The rear surface is coarse, as it probably was not visible. On the right hand side surface (as one
looks at the inscription), there is a square clamp hole (0.035%0.035m) used for fixing the stone in the
construction it was part of. Height of letters: 0.020m. Elegant writing; broken-bar alpha. Date: 98-117.

Restoration:
Lottt ettt ettt et ens T]ov dépmv
I Advtokpdrop Kaicap Népovag Tpaiavog Zefaoctog I'eppavikdc
Translation:
“...of the buildings / houses, ...... Emperor Cesar Nerva Traianus Augustus Germanicus (has offered).”

L. 1: the article in the accusative singular preceding d6pwv indicates that after it, on the following
line, followed a noun in the same case and number. The word 86pwv is the plural genitive of the noun
36poc —house/building.** Therefore the benefaction concerned a specific part of certain buildings.

L. 2: the missing noun in the accusative must have represented the object of a benefaction
bestowed by the emperor himself, as his name is in the nominative.” If Tgppavucdc is an imperial title,
then the full imperial name must have extended considerably to the left.

One unclear issue is whether the inscription was part of the building in question or not; if it were,
the inscription could have been part of an Ionic architrave,*® which would indicate a small building. If not,
then it must have been part of the honorary monument raised to celebrate the dedication. Another unclear
issue is whether the building —clearly a public one— in question did or did not have a religious role.

The inscription can be attributed most likely to Trajan, as the title Germanicus and the quality of
the writing (early 2™ ¢. A.D.) indicates.”” If this was part of an architrave —and therefore there would be
no next course of stones underneath— then we could date the monument more precisely to 98-102 A.D., as
the title Dacicus is not mentioned (after the last word in the first line there is enough space for the first
letter of the next word, and its absence indicates that the row ended there). But if the inscription was part
of an honorary monument made of several courses of stone blocks, then the text could have continued on
the next courses.

According to D. M. Pippidi, the editor of the volume of Istrian inscriptions, the only building
dedicated by a Roman emperor at Istros is ISM I 158 (2™ ¢. A.D.). During the reign of Hadrian the local
public life clearly took off, as new buildings of public interest were raised, namely the new defence
wall,” the second baths complex® and two other public buildings (ISM 1 147 and 148). Traditional
institutions such as the gerusia also be%in a new, high profile phase of their existence, as the largest
inscription at Istros proves (ISM I 193).”° But we must not forget that the basis for this development was

#* According to the Liddel and Scott Lexicon, 86poc refers to a house (or a chamber in a house) or a temple
(or a chamber in a temple).

* The topic is strange though, as most imperial dedications on buildings begin with the emperor’s name
(Horster 2001, 39).

T would like to thank Dr. Monica Margineanu-Carstoiu for this suggestion.

" Nerva is less likely to have made a benefaction, but Domitian remains a distinct possibility, as he divided
Moesia into two provinces and therefore had an impact on the region. His involvement in the area is highlighted by
ISM 1 177A, the base of his statue; the emperor’s name was erased and the stone was reused as the base for the
statue of Nerva (face B). Also Histria VI, p. 18 dates the first baths complex in Istros at the end of the 1% —
beginning of the 2™ ¢. A.D., which could indicate that it was built during his reign.

2 Histria I, p. 292; Histria X111, p. 87.

¥ Histria VI, p. 30.

%% The list of special benefactors of the gerusia, inscribed on such an impressive monument, clearly marks a
special moment in the evolution of this institution, probably to be connected to the philhellene policies applied
during Hadrian’s reign, which resulted in the building of all the monuments mentioned above. The gerusia though

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro / https://iabvp.ro



7 Three New Inscriptions from Istros 291

the reorganization of the province by Trajan in view of the Dacian War, when the Greek cities on the
western Black Sea coast played an important supply role. It is possible that, as mentioned, during Trajan’s
reign the first —and largest— baths complex was built at Istros,” and it is precisely in the layers covering
these baths that the present inscription was discovered. It is therefore likely that the inscription was either
part of a structure inside the baths complex, or it was an honorary monument attesting the dedication by
the emperor himself of such a structure.

On the other hand, I'eppovikdc can also be the name of a simple Istrian citizen that offered a
benefaction. This is plausible, as a M. OVA(miog) Tepudvikog is attested among the notables of an
association that organized sacred contests (ISM 1207; 140-160 A.D.).*?

3. Votive altar made of Turonian gritstone (visible H=0.210; L=0.330; W=0.330m) discovered in 2002
(Figs. 1 & 6). H. of letters: 0.035m. Initially above the first line visible in the photograph there was
another line, containing the letters /OM. Unfortunately, due to the bad quality of the stone, this part of the
stone was damaged by the weather and these letters have since disappeared. The altar was reused as a

construction block, and most of its surface is still covered by the defence wall’s elevation. Date: second
half of the 2"-first half of the 3" c. A.D.

Restoration:

[L(oui) O(ptimo) M(aximo) ef]
lunoni re-
[ginae...]

Translation:
“To Iupiter Optimus Maximus and to [unona Regina...”

Even if the inscription was discovered at Istros, it is clearly a monument that was set up in the
city’s territory, probably by Roman veterans, as were similar monuments dedicated at Vicus Quintionis,*
Vicus Secundini,”* Panduru® and Neatirnarea.® As most of the inscriptions dedicated to Iupiter Optimus
Maximus and to Tunona Regina, the present inscription was probably also dedicated to the well-being of
the emperor by the local community of Roman citizens or its representative(s).
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