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Foreword

Although one of the most important human discoveries that shaped the
development of civilizations from prehistory to contemporary world, fire has been
generally neglected by the archaeological research, with very few books and
studies being dedicated to it.

This was the reason why I organized a session on the study of fire at the 5t
European Association of Archaeologists Meeting in Lisbon in September 2000, 1o
sensitize archaeologists to develop an archaeology of fire in the new millennium.

One of the purposes of the 5th EAA session was the perception of fire
simultaneously as a phenomenon and artifact, due to the intimate relationship of
fire with materials, instruments, architecture, environment and human body.
Consequently, the archaeological analysis shall look at the relationships that
generate meaning, rather than at the phenomenon or object alone.

Due to fire's binary nature, material and spiritual at once, the methods
employed to study it seek additional instruments, to evoke the complexity of the
phenomenon, such as ethnological models. For example, the ethnological data
selected by Dr. Cristian Schuster, Dr. Alexandra Comsa and Traian Popa from the
traditional societies of the Romanian zone, could lead to an understanding of fire
as a synchronic sacred and secular phenomenon.

The present book is an unpresuming contribution to an archaeology of fire
we hope to see developed in the future, trying to offer through a large corpus of
data referring to the relationship of fire to various materials and objects, an image
of the complex employment of fire in the Bronze Aoe societies that developed on
the territory of actual Romania.

The Bronze Age could be labelled, without exaggerating, to be a Fire Age.
This seems to be the best example to demonstrate that the study of fire in a past
society could bring significant information on the cultural continuities and changes
that occurred in it. It is possible that the intensification of the use of fire in the
Bronze Age would be, beside the technological change, the consequence of a
climatic deterioration.

As one identifies the use of fire, one can therefore notice Bronze Age
societies as a cultural continuation of Chalcolithic (Aeneolithic) traits, such as the
central positioning of the hearth in households, or the ritual burning of dwellings
On the other hand, the differences are abundant.

Many architectural features, such as fortifications, platforms, altars or
exterior fireplaces show a more or less long contact with fire.

Usually, in settlements and households the support of fire seems no more to
be immovable, but more flexible and portable, that infers potential changes in the
domestic ritual.
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In some Bronze Age cultures the funerary rituals began to use fire for the
cremation of the human body, with birituality also being noticed in some
cemeleries.

Ceramic production during the Bronze Age does no more make use of up-
draught kilns as in Late Chalcolithic, a decline in the quality of paste and
decoration being also visible. Such a decrease in ceramic technology could be
explained by the emergence of bronze as the new plastic material of prestige, due
10 a better mastery of fire. The use of kilns for smelting copper, as well as the use
of clay or stone moulds infers an /ndustrial production of serial objects, such as
tools, adornments or weapons. Cast metal cutting tools allowed a better collecting
and processing of raw materials, with effect upon the economic development. One
example seems to be the extension of the settled area to the forested hills, that
indicates an efficacious process of deforestation, and subsequently an
intensification of plant cultivation and animal husbandry, a process also suggested
by the archaeological discoveries, in households, pits, or cultic installations that
put into evidence an intensive use of fire in the process of transformation of plants
and the body of wild and domestic animals.

An analysis of the household inventory reveals a growing number of
domestic objects in relationship with fire, and a better visibility of sacred places or
sanctuaries. A particular case of places in relationship with fire, whose religious or
profane character is still under dispute, are the ashes deposits (Ru. zolniki), being
the result of a long-term deposition of secondary products of fire.

All the above mentioned are to be found in the archaeological record as
objects revealing the relationship of fire with clay, such as hearths, censers, lamps,
hearts rings, or the relationship of fire with metal and stone, such as moulds,
spoons, crucibles or nozzles.

The study of the material gathered by Dr. Cristian Schuster, Dr. Alexandia
Comsa and Traian Popa led to the conclusion that the Bronze Age culture.. had a
homogenous structure in what concerns the relationship with fire, and that an
archaeology of fire, as that suggested by the present book, could contribute to a
deeper understanding of past societies.

Bucharest, July 2001 Dr. Dragos Gheorghiu
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INTRODUCTION

On the occasion of the 6™ Annual Meeting of the European Association of
Archaeologists, that took place between September 10-17 2000 at Lisbon,
Portugal, in the group 2 - Archaeological record studies and interpretations
(advances in archaeological knowledge), at the proposal and under the leadership
of Dr. Dragos Gheorghiu from the University of Arts - Bucharest, having as
discussant Prof. John Chapman from the University of Durham, United Kingdom,
the proceedings of the Session intitled 7he archaeology of Fire took place. Among
its participants there were two of the present volume authors: Dr. Cristian Schuster
with the paper Fire and its relations with domestic and military architecture in the
Romanian Bronze Age! and Dr. Alexandra Comsa, with the poster Cremation in
the Bronze Age of Romania - simply a finerary rite?

As a continuation and amplification of the generous ideea launched by Mr.
Dragos Gheorghiu, for making a study of the material production but also, when
the information allows it the one of the spiritual world of the various communities
in relation with the fire, it is the intention of the three authors of this volume to
open a door towards the meaning of the up mentioned relation for the Bronze Age
communities on the territory of Romania.

Given that this is a first endeavour of this kind in the Romanian
archaeology, it is inherent to exist hesitations, gaps, or even unconvincing
aproaches and conclusions.

It is also possible for some of our readers to pose themselves the questions
regarding the necessity of presenting here, in this stage of investigation concerning
the cultural anthropology, the chapter no. 1 - The fire and the Romanians. We
believe this to be a useful thing and we hope that, up to the end of this volume, a
large number of readers would let themselves be convinced about that.

Our volume is structured into 5 chapters. The first, as already mentioned,
deals with relations between the Romanians and the fire, the second with the
relation between the fire and the living people of the Bronze Age, the third with
the relation between the fire and the after world of the same communities, the
fourth with the demographic aspects inferred from the antrhopological studies of
the cremated human bones, the fifth containing the conclusions.

The book also contains a list of the sites mantioned in text, some
appendixes, literature and illustrations.

Evidently, the authors of the volume relied in their approach on their own
archaeological and anthropological research? but, of course, they could not neglect
the efforts of generations of specialist who delt with the Romanian Bronze Age3.

It will be easy to note that in our encounter with the stated topic, we mostly
referred to the vestiges in Romania, avoiding, as much as possible, a comparative

9
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analysis with the finds around the modemn political borders of the country. We
have considered that a less altered passing on of information, in many cases less
known by the researchers in central and Western Europe, even if already selected
by our subjectivism, is much more useful in the actual stage of the tackled issue.
Further on, some new steps can be made.

We would like to thank here to some colleagues who supported us by
suggestions or information or encouraged us in bringing our project to life: Dr.
Valeriu Cavruc, Dr. Maria Comsa, Dr. Dragos Gheorghiu, Dr. Mihai Rotea, Dr.
Zsolt Székely, Dr. Mihail Zahariade etc.

NOTES

1. See Schuster 2000: 126 sq.

2. Schuster 1995a; Schuster 1996a; Schuster 1996b; Schuster 1997; Comisa 1997;
Comsa 1998; Schuster, Popa 2000; etc.

3. The bibliographical list is relevant in this sense.

10
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Chapter I
THE FIRE AND THE ROMANIANS.
A POSSIBLE APROACH

Language aspects

In the Romanian language fire is called foc, a word that originates in the
Latin focus!. This word also exists in various terms, exclamations, incantations or
imprecations, with the initial sense (to burn, to develop heat), but also as a
comparison with the combustion condition, or rendering feelings etc.?: he becamne
fire - Rom. s-a facut foc (he got extremely angry); fo put the hand into the fire for
someone - Rom. a pune ména in foc pentru cineva (to be very sure of the
innocence, faith or honesty of someone); 7o take the chestnuts out of the fire with
someone elses hands - Rom. a scoate castanele din foc cu mdinile altuia (to do a
risky enterprize by using someone else); straw fire - Rom. foc de paie (short term
enthuziasm); o put straw onto the fire - Rom. a pune paie pe foc (to incite 10
misunderstanding or quarrel); fo throw oneself into the fire for someone or
something - Rom. a se arunca in foc pentru cineva (to risk someone's life for
someone or something); fo fake fire with the mouth or eat fire for someone - Rom.
a lua foc in gurd, a inghifi foc (to do everything possible, to do any sacrifices for
someone); of the Fire's Mother - Rom. de mama focului (-terribly, extraordinary);
to pass something (usually the country) through the fire and sword - Rom. a trece
ceva (de obicer fara) prin foc si sabie (1o destroy etc.); fo pour someone's fire -
Rom. a-s1 vdrsa focul (to confide someone's troubles); it wouldn't be a fire - Rom.
n-o fi foc (it will be no misfortune) etc.

The functionality of the fire for the Romanians

Even if searching the roots of some Romanian magical-religious practices of
pagan essence in the spiritual life of some pre-Christian populations reaching up to
the Thracian-Dacian stock, or even deeper, in the Indo-European one is not an easy
task, we have to point out here that, in modern times, the fire plays an extremely
important role for the Romanians. This statement is being proved through the
beliefs and ceremonies in the rural environment, in all regions of the country. This
fact is also rendered by the initial sources of inspiration of the great Romanian
scientist, Mircea Eliade. For him3, the fire is one of the primordial elements and a
condition of the matter with magical functions, that fascinates and subjugates the
human being, has sacral atributes, for it 1s the one that purifies matter and
transmits the God powers. It is also a symbol of the universal spirit, of the

11
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unleashed powers, having both a divine and demonic origin. The texts in the
Romanian folklore compilations are oftenly referring to the fire, light, ash or
charcoals resulted after burning, when taking into account a multitude of moments
or occasions etc.? Because our encounter in this volume is focused just on
distinguishing the relation between the fire and the people in the Bronze Age, we
will not insist too much upon the connection between the fire and the Romanians.
Still, we will not give up pointing out that, starting from the Middle Ages and up
to the recent times, the mentioned connection would continuously develop on
several levels and, of course, in some situations got more or less altered. In modern
times Romania the fire is generally perceived as being sacred and purifying. The
folk beliefs consider the spitting onto it to be a very big sin. Those community
members who defile it, would be punished by getting ill. They either get scab, they
loose their head hair, get beils etc.> Moreover, being known for its benefic
influence, it is used in incantations, in order to send away the evil spirits®.

The fire and the divinity

In the Joimari (Holy Thursday-the Thursday before the Easter) or in the
Sunday night after it, charriot burning wheels covered with straw’ used to be
rolled down on the hill slopes. These customs are connected with the cult of the
Sun. All the lights (fires) are meant tc help the Sun in its critical condition during
the equinox, at the same time having a funeral function8. We should mention here
that in many cases it could be noticed an attempt of the rural communities to bring
some archaic, pagan practises close, or even overlapped with Christian festive
days, without having any connection with them?.

Also, on Sunday night, after the Easter, in Muntenia (fig. 1/2), many fires
use to be lighted in the village but, an interesting custom is to make a human figure
out of straw and burn it on the field. This is considered by the ethnologists 10 be a
reminiscence of the archaic times when the renewal of the time demanded human
sacrifices!Y,

During the night of Saint Dimitrios who, in the folk traditions is called
Sdmedru (October 25-26) during the ceremonials of renewing the calender!!, fires
are being madel2. Then, a firiree is being cut down (a substitute of the divinity)
and 1s being bumt on a funeral pyre, in order to revive and give abundance to the
households. This is why people used to take charcoals and throw them for
prosperity, into the orchards or garderns. Besides, the young participants would
jump over the fire, due to the belief that those who would manage to do that would
get married during that year. The older women offered the food that is usually

given to waits, in the winter. The community made a kind of party, by eating and
dancing!3.

12
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The fire and the people

In order to provide an appropriate image of the archaic symbolisms that
resulted in the beliefs and customs employed in the Romanian rural life, we will
try to render here its two main aspects:

A. The connection between the fire and the everyday life of the
people

People and vases

Taking into account that for the archaeology of the Bronze Agc one of the
most important material traces is the ceramics, we have to show here that, for the
Romanians, in more than 140 sayings referring to the clay pots, the "vase
represenls, from one case o another, the honesty, virginity, purity, poverty,
richness, stinginess, longevity, illness and death of the human being"!4. Regarding
the latter aspect!3, when the dead is taken away from home, his clay pot is ritually
broken, by this magical practise the soul being transfered to the body, out of its
geomorphous cover into the anthropomorphic onel®. Thus, the individual, namely
its material component, the body, and its ritual substitute, the pot, are returning to
their initial stage, the clay. This substitution occurs only in some ritual contexts
and ceremonies. Excepting the people, the worshipped divinity, various malefic
and benefic entities can have substitutes!7. The ethnologist lon Ghinoiu mentiones
that we are facing a "ritually manipulated substitute, performed by initiated
persons. witches, midwife, godmother'8.

In many regions of Romania the clay recipient is resembled and accepted as
regards its shape, with the human body. Both the pot and the people have a mouth,
lips, neck, shoulder, handle or hands, body, belly, leg. Once being burnt into the
oven for ceramics, while taking contact with the fire, by purification of the matter,
when three primordial elements are interacting (clay, water, fire), the clay vase
receives life and, starting from that moment, it can be sacrificed, being able to
replace any vivid organism (including the human one) and divinity!?.

Pots and bread

The relation between the clay vase and the bread is also interesting. Thus,
there is a perfect identity between the preparation of the paste for the vase and the
one of the dough for the bread20. Both the earth and the cereal grain must be
broken up, the first by being crushed and the second by grinding and milling. To
the obtained matter, water is being added, thus obtaining the clay, respectively the
dough. Out of the clay are being modelled the recipients and out of the dough the
bread. Subsequently, as we mentioned above, life is given to the pot when being

13
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burnt, and the bread gets it by being baked into the so-called fest?! (hearth with
detachable hemispherical lid) (fig. 41/1-2) or oven. Regarding the domestic ovens
and hearths with detachable hemispherical lid, it is still maintained an interesting
custom?22. In the so-called Ropotin day?3, which is the third Tuesday after the
Easter, several married women and cl/ean wormnen?? gather together, the various
parts of the village or kinships being considered; they simply perform the
operation of modelling an oven. The earth is being kneaded, softened with water,
mixed with chaff, afterwards the oven being modelled in the shape of a bell and
left for getting dried at the sun. Lateron, it is smoothened with fine clay, an
operation whose purpose is to cover the possible cracks; then it is being adorned
with green twigs25 and field flowers, being left again to get dried on burdock-
Arctium lappa leaves2®. Afier a good finish of their enterprize, the women make a
party, sprinkling the oven with wine. In the up mentioned day, women have the
right 1o be ruffer with men.

An interesting belief is described by 1.A. Candrea, who says: "You should
not eat upon the hearth, because, otherwise, your mother would die, you eat your
luck or powers or you tend to be poor. And this is an old reminiscence, of the
pagan times, when the hearth was considered to be sacred and was a kind of shrine
in the house, being the meelting place of the ancestors spirits"27,

During the pre-Christian times, out of which we consider the Bronze Age,
the hearths, as real sacred objects, were being adorned, namely surrounded by
wvarious objects used in the magical-religious practises. Subsequently, together with
the Christianization of the population north of the Danube and the formation of the
Romanian people, the role of the hearth was taken over by the eastern wall of the
house where “the icon is placed and the candle 1s lighted, where people are praying
and invoke the Christian divinity"?8.

Fire and shelters

The most important moment in the ritual foundation of any shelter, being
either a village, a house, tomb??, cemetery, was the thrusting of the stake, pillar or
pole30. This became a kind of axis mundi, which connected the paternal Sky and
the maternal Earth and established a center, called hearth - Rom. vawrg3!. The
same denomination is given 1o a fire installation, which played and still plays a
main role in some rural archaic milieus. The hearth is seen as a place "where the
food is being cooked and the people get warmed, a place appropriate for
Incantations, fulfilling spells and charms, for predicting the fiuture and finding the
fate32. The hearth (subsequently replaced by the more complicated stove) was
located either in the house (which could be either at the surface of the ground33 of
deepened34) or outside the perimeter of the shelters. For instance, in the historical
provinces of Bucovina (the northern part of Moldova; fig. 1/2), Maramures

14
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(fig. 1/2), in the Apuseni Mountains, as well as in the counties of Mures, Buzau
and [lIfov, zones which are well known for the cattle breeding, or regions that the
transhumant shepherds have crossed with their herds, on the Saint George Day-
Sdngeorz, still up to the middle 20 century, at the sheepfolds, the /iving fire33
was set. 1t used to be made by young, pure, unmarried men, by rubbing two sticks
of different essences, without being allowed to use the matches. Some earth was
used for increasing the burning temperature3®. It had to be continously maintained
up to the disolution of the sheepfold. If the fire would get extinguished, the
shepherd who was supposed to watch it would have to be punished. At the limit
between the Old and the New Pastoral Year, this fire had an apotropaic role, its
power keeping away the witches and the destructive powers of the nature37.

The hearths of the shepherds in the Cemei Mountains are located in a comer
or on a side of the shepfold, their place being possibly moved from one year to
another, as considered appropriate by the sheepherd (taking into account the air
streams)38. In those mountains, the sheepfolds, situated at more than 700 m
altitude, are abandoned during the cold season3?.

At Saint George (Sangiorz) it is also considered that the sky gets opened for
a moment and to those who can see that phenomenon in the night all their wishes
would get fulfilled throughout the year. This is a time when the treasures are
burning, no matter if they are bond or unbond, bewitched or not, clean or
unclean??. Moreover, the Romanians maintain even today, evidently those in the
rural milieu, that in the New Years Eve night the animals could speak, while the
treasures light up and burn?!.

The living fire was lighted both at the Saint George Day and at A/exsi Day-
March 17. In the latter case, the ritual purification of the surroundings would take
place, because of the belief that, this is the manner in which the fields, orchards,
people and cattle would be protected from evil. It is associated with an attempt of
supporting the Sun on the occasion of the spring equinox?2.

On March 9, at the spring equinox (by the Julian calender) that points the
beginning of the Agrarian Year, are lighted the mucenici fires*3, with a purifying,
profilactic, fertilizing, worshipping function. The house, household, vineyards and
orchards garbage would be set to fire. This is a ritual purification, but having an
evident practical significance too44. This is the moment when the Baba Dochia
(the old Dochia) a lady that, in fact, personifies the Old Year and the birth of the
Dochia child who, in fact, is the New Year, are taking place*>. This personage
(Dochia) is considered to be the lunar, equinoxial and maternal mythological
representation?®. These events are connected with the Romanian villages having a
pastoral economy.

15
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B. The connection between the fire and the after life of the people

In the following lines, we will deal with some of the burial rituals, namely
with the after life of the people. The cremation of human corpses, that we are
interested in, has survived in Romania up to the recent times, sometimes by
replacing these subjects with substitutes. Such procedures have been preserved by
the folk tradition, being finnally accepted by the Christian Orthodox Church,
because they were too deeply enrooted to do away with them and they didn't harm
the essense of the Christian precepts. When they did, they induced a strong conflict
between the Church and the people mentality.

We will mention below some funeral customs, as described by ethnologists,
these being followed by some accessories in connection with fire, that facilitate the
travel of the dead towards the after world.

Symbolical cremation after burying the dead

In the Almaj region, the substitute of the dead (s7aff) takes part, during his
symbolical cremation, at the funeral feast: "before the people sit down at the table
and ihe priest blesses the food, a stick with the length of the dead is adomed with
flowers, on which a candle of yellow wax Is being coiled and stays alight as long as
the priest reads the prayers for the feast and then, when everybody sit at the lable,
they put out the candle and they arrange the stick on a chair near the table, in order
10 keep the place of the dead"7. In fact, there is a frequent practise in the folk
funeral songs (the so-called bocete - mourning songs) for the grear passing to give a
symbolical description of the dead person, who usually takes the shape of a firtree38.

Another ritual, whose significance is not clearly decoded by now, is still
preserved in the so-called Clisura Dundrii, where the dead, before being buried
were usually burnt in the region of the genitals39,

Symbolical cremation of people who died away from home

The death of the people who were far from the space established for being
born, married and dieing, it is considered by the folk tradition to be an unusual
event, which could affect the existence of the whole rural community. This
situation was solved by a symbolical cremation: on the place where the person
died, every passer-by was supposed to throw a piece of wood on that spot. When

the heap would get big enogh, the funeral pyre was lighted up, without any other
procedures>0,

Symbolical cremation for remembering the dead
In the holly week before the Easter, survive the pre-Christian rite of the dead
cremation, together with the Christian inhumation of Christ. The tradition of
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cremating in that mentioned Thursday (Joimari) and the reviving of the dead on
Saturday, precede in time the funeral rite of inhumation of Jesus from Friday and
of his Revival three days afterwards on Sunday (at the Easter). "At Jounari there
are made big fires in the house, on the floor, one fire for each dead. Above the fire
we give knock-shaped bread as alm". "At Joitnari, we go in the cemetery and light
fires at the head of the dead. We put table cloths on the tombs and there we put
knock-shaped bread and food that we part to the children". "At Joimari it is made a
fire in every house for the dead who have left that house. The fire is made of
Sambucus ebulus and hazel tree twigs exclusively gathered by children and old
women. Above these fire we give knock-shaped bread as alin". The alms keep
with the ritual used in the ceremonial when burying people. Also, the members of
the community go round the fire with water and incense, the same as it happens in
recent times at the ceremonial for the dead during the inhumation.

Some pure persons are collecting plants with magical functions (dwarf
elder- Sambucus ebulus and hazel tree twigs)31.

Also, in the Easter night a fire is lighted in the cemetery, keeping with the
rules employed at the cremation of the dead>2.

Cremation of the ghost (strigoi>3) dead>?

These procedures occurred in the contingency that the dead could not reach
his final destination because the complete ritual has not been accomplished or
refused to go back after visiting this world at certain festive days. He takes the
shape of a so-called dead ghost who wants to take other souls with him, especially
those belonging to relatives. These kind of ghosts are considered to bring
epidemics, hail, as well as sufferings. By the places where they act, they are ghosts
of air, water, land, cattle, beehive, rain, fire etc. Another kind of ghosts might
come out of the living ghosts who have died. These living ghosts are spirits
belonging 1o men or women who, in certain nights of the year (Saint Andrew -
Sdntandrer, which is the so-called Night of the Ghosts, or Médnecdtoarea) could get
detached from their body while sleeping and do bad things. Seldom, this
phenomenon would occur in other situations as well. Some people could become
ghosts even starting from their birth (like those born with a tail and those coming
from a marriage between relatives). These ones, after leaving the house through
the window or door, roll for three times transforming themselves into an animal
(wolf, dog, cat, pig, ram, hen, frog) and then go to certain places (for instance at
crossroads, village borders), where they meet the dead ghosts. There, they take
again the human shape and, after a dancing party, followed by a strong
confrontation that lasted all night, they return to their deserted bodies in the
morning. On their way back home, they use to seal the mana of the crops, the milk
of the cattle, to take the power of men, to spread epidemics. They are making

17

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



attempts of entering some houses to kill some persons. The strigos calls those
people and, if they answer, they are killed. If not, he calls some objects to help him
to open the door. In order to prevent such a thing to happen, the people keep their
objects in a certain positon and the vases for instance, are kept with their mouth
downwards. People used to anihilate the force of the sirigos by eating or smearing
themselves with garlic, by lighting fires or watching on cattles etc.

At the death of the living ghosts, they use to be ki//ed by letting them to be
stabbed with a spindle, splinter, spike, big nail or another pointed object, which is
sometimes reddened into the fire.

In order to hamper the return of the dead ghosts, there are performed various
practises of driving away the ghost (destrigoire), including the cremation of the
exhumed cadavers on the edge of the pit. In other cases, the cadaver is taken into
the forest where is cremated, the ash being scattered on the field or thrown onto the
water3>, The burials that contain sfrigos are detected by riding a stallion and
jumping over the tombs during the night, followed by exhuming the dead dnd
various rituals. Sometimes, the corpse is chopped with the scythes or hoes, pierced
and hitted with the pitchforks. Such information appear up to the mid 20" century
Romania. To all these can be added the documents from the previous centuries
that mention the fight of the Church against all these practices. Thus, the
metropolitan bishop Grigore sends a letter to the priest Tudor from the Muscel
County36, dated on May 21, 1762, in which, he advises the priest to convince the
people 1o follow the church teachings and not to burn the dead.

Another description of these customs states that "the one supposed (o have
become evil (strigoi or moroi”7) afler being buried, is being exhumed at midnight
by his relatives who are mostly threatened. If he really becames evil, they say they
find hum laying on a side, with the mouth fill of blood (of course, these persons
have been buried in a cataleptic condition and waking up they have writhed, trying
to get out of there, without being successful). Thus, they take him and during the
night, they move him info a forest or a clearing, make a fire and they burn the
strigoi, or just his heart. The resulted ash is then thrown in a river". As regards the
burning of the heart, this is found in the villages of Gogosu, Bulzesti, Orodel,
Débuleni, Vartoape, Pietrosani, Téatarastii de Sus, Putineiu, Valea Macrisului,
Faget, Calata, Izvorul Crisului, Ceru Bacdinti, Valea Morii, Bldjel, Ludos, in some
cases, the ash of these procedure being preserved for usage in the folk medical
practices (Tufeni, Schitu Brancoveni, Tetoiu, Orodel, Gogosu). In some other
cases, the liver and heart of the strigoi are being burnt and afterwards, mixed with
water are given to the relatives of the deceased.

In the Romanian Ethnographic Atlas, there are some questions (no. 919
"How could people prevent themselves from becoming strigor during their life,
shortly before dieing, imediately afler being dead, at the funeral and afierwards?"
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and 920 "How a moror or strigoi could be sent away?") about the possibility to get
rid of the sfrigor and moroi. Some information say that the strigos dead was
transported into the forest, usually beyond the border of the village, where he was
cremated and its ash spread on the ground or in a running water (Gogosu).

Other sources have mentioned the burning of the srrigos, without giving any
furher details (Ceru Bacdinti, Pianu de Sus, Vata de Sus, Clopotiva, Foeni, Jebel,
Sannicolaul Roman, Tufeni, Valea Micrisului)38. _

The staff

In some provinces of the country, namely in Moldova (fig. 1/2), Bucovina
and in Muntenia (fig. 1/2), there is also an interesting custom connecting the fire
and the dead. Besides the usual candles that are being burnt, there is another one,
which has a certain meaning and is lighted both before and after the funeral
service, In certain specific moments.

A woman uses some cotton or tow thread to take the measure of the dead
stature with it. Then, she prepares a candle>® with it, using the yellow wax of a
candle and a piece or the entire one that the dead person has held in her hand at the
moment she died. In some regions, the thread employed for the wick is being
passed for three times through the hand of the dead, or around the hallux (Paltini).
When the wax is poured, the operation is done in the opposite direction then the
one used for the normal candles. If the person was old, the candle must have the
thickness of the thumb, while if it was young it must be thinner. Afterwards, the
candle is coiled as a snake, with one end upwards. In this final form, it is placed
either at the head of the dead or on the icon on his chest. This candle's meaning is
that the dead would have a light on his way to heaven and besides, will have a staft
to prop up; at the same time, the candle would burn all his sins, in order to go
clean into the after world. As to its lenght, it is considered that by burning it, the
fate of the dead in this world wouldn't follow him in the after world, but 1t would
remain in the house. On the other hand, the sould of the individual would take the
stature of the body and would be accompanied by the staff on its way. The coiling
of the candle means that the dead would have an endless light in the after world®Y,

Some authors consider that the staff itself is a symbol of the body of the
deceased, while its burning is the cremation that used to be done in old times.

There is also the custom that the people in the villages light a candle which
is similar to the staff in the so-called Holy Friday, before the Easter, the day when
the dead of Jesus Christ is commemorated®!.

There is also a supposition that the ash resulted from cremation could be, in
some ritual cases, incorporated into the paste used for modelling the urns. In these
pots, that would imitate tht body of the deceased, food would be placed or
incences burnt. In this sense, it is brought the argument found in an old praycr
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mentioned in a church inscipt (Pomelnicul Mdnastirii Bistrifa Olteand), which
says: "Remember God the souls who are lieing in the clay pots of our parents and
brothers...." In our opinion, this would be not a proof regarding the inclusion of
the dead ash into the paste of the new urn. Yet, it surely accounts for the usage of
cremation®2. Anyway, even if the up mentioned hypothesis is very templing, we
will have to wait until some chemical analyses would give some real answers upon
this matter.

The fire and the ritual foods or drinks

Coliva-an alm

Regarding the burial customs, we should mention here the practise of the
Romanians to give the so-called coliva as an alm during the funeral service and
requiems. It consists of boiled wheat grains, mixed with sugar and grinded nuts,
ornated with powdered sugar and candies®3. The word comes from the Slavic
kolivo®3. Still, we should not neglect that the word kollyva was known in the
ancient Greece®®, where it refers especially at the wheat sheaf, the term in the
Romanian language being derived out of the Latin mmanuclus®®. But, we should not
forget that even this term originates in the Greek rmanna, that, in it turm, comes out
of the Biblic-Aramaic mdan. Would this custom of offering wheat grain be a
Neolithic custom? Did it exist in the Bronze Age? We will find that in the
follosing chapters.

Mucenici - ritual bread

On March 9, when the 40 martires (also called mucenici from the Slavic
mucenikii) are remembered®? there were baked or boiled (today being more and
more oftenly boiled) the so-callled macinici (or mucenici, a word that comes from
the Russian mucenik, meaning rye pie)®8, some kind of bees, birds, human
figurines, but more usual litte knock-shaped ritual breads made of dough. The
human figurines looked like dolls, having a head, nose, mouth, body, hands and
legs®9. These bakery products must be considered to be elements connected with
the beginning of spring and a new calender cycle.

Covasa - ritual drink against the strigoi

In some regions of Romania, in the Saint Andrew's night-Sdntandrer (the
night of the strigor) a drink against the sirigors is being prepared, called covasa. It
is made out of wheat and com flour, sometimes just out of corn flour or millet
mixed with boiled water and left in a warm place for fermentation till the
following day. The resulted paste would be boiled again, for getting more viscid?0.
That drink is given to neighbors both for protecting them against the s#rigos and for
the prosperity of the herds?!.
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The Forgotten bread - remembering the forgotten dead

On March 9, a festive day dedicated to the dead, a blind copy of a human
body 1s made out of dough, but with mouth, ears, nose, called the Forgotten. This
1s prepared for all the dead who have'n been remembered along the year, namely
those for whom all funeral rituals have been accomplished. This bread is given to
children who dance with it around the fire made near the house. In some cases, it is
brought down to the water level of a well. Afterwards, they smear it with honey
and eat it. In some regions of the country (Bucovina) alms are given, in the usual
traditons’2.

*

It was out of our intention to present here an exhaustive list of Romanian
customs and belief connected with the fire. They are in large number and have
regional variants too. We have tried to provide an image regarding the archaic
traditions that are still preserved by the Romanians. How deep in the history these
traditions go? Are they coming since the Middle Ages, Bronze Age or Neolithic
period? Are there archaeological finds that could account for such practises in the
old times? To all these questions we will try to answer in the following chapters.
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Chapter I
THE FIRE AND THE WORLD OF THE LIVING

As this paper refers to the Bronze Age (BA) on the territory of Romania
(fig. 1/1-2), we feel the need to make some short comments regarding the relative
and absolute chronology of this period. Even from the start, we have 10 say that,
what we understand as being the beginning of the BA in Romania and the
understanding of this epoch in the surrounding territories to our country, have
certain differentiations. Thus, in the Romanian historiography, the so-called
Transitional phase period between the Aeneolithic and the BA has been argued!.
The subsequent time span, namely the BA, is parted grosso modo into three big
sequences: Early Bronze Age (EBA), Middle Bronze Age (MBA) and Late Bronze
Age (LBA). Concerning the first stage, EBA, we have to say that, even since 1986,
Petre Roman? has made a decesive step towards the clear delimitation of the EBA,
both for the transitional period and for what it would follow after it. He divided
this time sequence into three main parts (I-1II) which, in their turn, had their own
subdivisions (for the EBA manifestations see Table 1).

Generally, in the specialized Romanian literature and not only, this picture
of the Romanian EBA has been accepted3. Others, though as exceptions, have tried
1o push the beginning of the EAB towards the dawn of the 3rd millenium B.C.4

Our knowledge upon the cultural manifestations of the MBA (see Table 2)
and broadly of the LBA (see Table 3) are rich enough and rendered in various pub-
lications, of monographic character>. Lately, mostly disputed is the end of the LBA®.

Even a brief overview upon the physical map of Romania, allows us to
notice a relicf which is rich in different forms, starting from the Danube meadows
(some of them dried today) and its delta, up to the fields, hills, highlands and
mountains. The hydrographic network is rather rich but, in some regions
depending upon the climate, upon the annual rainfall regime (rain and snow).

It is evident that the relief, the hydrographic network, climate, soils, flora
and fauna have played an overwhelming role in all moments of the human
presence on the territory of recent Romania’. This conclusion is also valid for the
BA, when, it seems, as shown by the specialized studies, the Carpathian-
Danubian-Pontic lands have undergone climate changes, possibly even dramatic
ones, to which some natural catastroph have been added, putting their fingerprint
upon the life of the human communities®. This has also influenced the reports
between people and fire.

As we could find in the previous chapter, the fire has met and still meets in
certain milieus some different states: the solar fire, the atmospheric (lightening) or
astral one, the fire inner to the organisms and matter, the living fire?. For the BA in
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Romania, the only documents that prove the relation fire-community are those
archaeologically identified. We ought to say even from the beginning that, in the
correct decoding of this relation, there are objective impediments - insufficient
archaeological vestiges - as well as subjective ones, the latter being determined
especially by archaeologists, by their investigation methods, by their power to
entirely and without alteration register what the digging provides, by their
decoding formula to decifer and interprete the investigations results.

The connection human being-environment, must be always seen according
with the former necessities, his necessity of survival in conformity with his food
resources, with his protection while facing the nature's hostilities, those of the
animals, or those of other human comumunities. But, as it was often pointed out,
"these place might receive also a supernatural legitinily and a consecration"19,
Three components are playing a significant role in the socialization of these
places: its election (the space might have topographic properties, signs of a
hierophany), its cutting out (a space symbolically conceived as an absolute
reference point), its construction (the addition of some artificial elements)!!. For
the Romanian BA, as regards the settlements, dwellings, ovens, hearths etc. is
extremely difficult to deceal the mentioned moments. In the following lines, we
will ry to do that.

The first aspect between fire-human community that we are willing to
aproach here is:

A. The fire and the settlements

1. The fire and the unfortified settiements:

The largest part of BA seltlements on the territory of Romania, unearthed and
studied (by systematic, rescue or surface surveys) are those of open type, anth.op-
ically unfortified!2. It is also true the fact that most of them were located in places
with an appropiate environment, which favoured an eventual defensive action.

The relation fire-settlement could be detected both by the exisience of some
fire installations and the voluntary or involuntary intervention of the fire upon the
constructions (upon the materials out of which they are built of), upon the
implements, weapons, adornments, osteological remnants etc. Below, we will pay
the proper attention to the entire lot of issues enlisted here.

2. The fire and some elements of fortification from some settlements:

Despite that to the Romanian BA are proper both the open settlements and
the fortifications (in fact fortified settlements), the latter being actually in a lower
percentage than the former category of sites!3, the data conerning the role of the fire
in the construction of some fortification elements are rather lacunary and uncertain.
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At Serbinesti!?, the bearers of the Glina Culture have raised a wall that had
its inner surface hardened with a river stone pavement, the outer being covered
with boulders and the core containing a mass of bumt earth mixed with charcoals.

The wall of the settlement belonging to the Ciomortan Culture at Pauleni
seems to have been equipped with a wooden tower, which was set to fire!3. The
wall made of stone stuck with clay of the Wietenberg fortress at Turia Lad sone
stones burnt red!6. Also, the wall at Coldiu (fig. 17/3), which was made out of
wooden cassettes filled with stones and earth was burnt on its northern part!7.
Evidently, the walls got in contact with a fire subsequently appeared after the
construction raising, maybe resulting from their setting to fire due to a cause that
we can not establish.

Much more interesting is the LBA fortification system at Popesti (fig. 22)!18.
This consists in an earthen wall that has been raised atop the remnants of an older
fortification and a defensive ditch. There is a supposition that the wall has girdled
the settlement in its eastern, southern, western parts, while the ditch existed just in
its southern part, being conceived for cutting off the access with the rest of the
promontory that protrudes in the Arges river bed. In the perimeter mentioned by
the archaeologists, the wall covers a length of cca 19 m at its base and a height of
2,80 m. The structure of the wall consists of a burnt core that is directly ovelapped
over a layer of stones and a pile of beams and stones, a red area comprising adobe
fragments, broken clay lumps and portions of burnt wood, a yellow area and
another greyish one. Evidently, the relation fire-wall has been established right in
the moment of the latter construction. The burnt core was probably meant to
provide a special hardness and resistence to the wall. Therefore, we have relevant
examples 1o the fact that the fire has also played a role in the construction of some
fortification elements of the BA settlements.

3. A certain type of "settlements" - the zolniki -"cinderers"':

In the Romanian archaeology, the cinderer is considered to be an elevation,
a mound, which is flattened and contains remmnants of surface dwellings, namely
adobe fragments (some bearing traces of wickerworks, pillars or reed), a lot of
ash, wood charcoals etc.!? In the specialized literature of Russian language such
complexes are called zo/niki.

This type of settlement is characteristic to the Noua29 and Coslogeni
Cultures2!, but they also appear in the Tei Culture22, especially in eastern Romania
and having a slight representation in Transylvania (fig. 1/2) too (the Noua??
Culture).

It is interesting to notice here the Noua find at Girbovij where, each out of

the five cinderers consisted of other smaller cinderers?4.
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Taking into account his own observations, Eugen C omsa2d has forwarded an
interesting hypothesis regarding the cinderers. Thus, he considers them to be the
result of some domestic depositions (out of fire hearths, ovens and dwellings), that
appeared after a (ritual?) cleaning that took place in the settlement. This custom is
still found today at the Turk rural population in Dobrogea (fig. 1/2). In time, the
strata of their domestic depositions are raising real mound, identical to those in the
LBA of Noua and Coslogeni type. Therefore, it is possible that, what we consider
the remnants of a settlement, could be symply the domestic garbage coming from
the real settlement, located somewhere around and whose traces were not detected
by the archaeologists.

B. The fire and the shelters

The dwellings of the BA have been studies by many specialists2®. Those
studies mostly considered their construction mode, the shape and seldom their
functionality. The dwellings didn't look much different than those in the
neighboring regions, or the way some dwellings in the rural Romanian milieu look
even today (especially in Dobrogea, southern Muntenia and southern Oltenia;
fig. 1/2) or some belonging to the ethnic group of the gipsies. It is netable that
some miniatural houses, like those in the Nir Culture at Berea-7ogu/ Sfantului
Gheorghe and Ciumesti- Bostdndrie, provide us information about the way the real
constructions have looked like2’?. Probably, some of the constructions had
decorated walls, as shown by some finds of adobe fragments (see Geoagiu de
Sus?8 - fig. 40)

Complex aproaches, meant to take into consideration the complete set of
issues in their interconnection regarding the constructions - the places chosen for
raising a dwelling, the role of a dwelling in the settlment, the type of dwelling, its
shape, dimensions, raw materials employed, techniques for raising it, foundauon
rituais, demographic aspects etc. - do not exist by now. Another matter that has
been just partly aproached, is the relation dwelling (construction) - fire. We don't
refer here at the fire installations, that we will deal with further, but to the role of
the fire in the moment when the dwelling has been abandoned. Is it the fire the real
cause for deserting the shelter or its set followes after the mentioned moment?

We know that, sometimes, the fire has been used even for raising dwellings.
Such an example is the floor, which is brought to a superior resistence by using the
fire, in a dwelling of the Otomani Culture, at Carei-Bobald. Also burnt by its
builders was the floor of the surface Wietenberg dwelling with a rectangular
shape, uncovered in the section 2, at -0,40-0,45 m, in the site at Sibiseni??. These
cxamples, and possibly others too, are just exceptions because, most of the
dwellings had no floors at all. Still, if they existed, they were made out of treaded
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earth in which there were seldom included limestone grains, small gravel, pounded
ceramics. A small number of these floors have been burnt but, is seems to have
been a secondary burning, due for instance to a fire that destroyed the shelter.

The imense majority of dwellings in the BA, found and investigated in
Romania show us that they have been destroyed by a fire. Sometimes, this was so
intense that the clay material (adobe) has became a vitrous mass. I these cases it
is evident that the vegetal part, namely the wood of the pillars that made the
dwelling skeleton, the wickerworks, the roof made out of wood, reed, or other
puddle plants could not feed such a devastating combustion. There is a possibility
that the fire could have been intensified with some additional inflamable materials.
Why was this done for? Why did a dwelling, a construction have to be completely
destroyed?

The fires could break out due to the negligence of the dwelling inhabitants
or as a result of an enemy attack, that intended to destroy the settlement by fire.
But, what if the fire had a purifying role and implicitly its usage was meant to
make a hygienization of the dwelling whose inhabitants got ill or one of them has
died?

In many dwellings, under the clay layer of the walls that falled down
towards the inner part of the construction and under or in the ash resulted after the
burning of the roof, coud be identified special archaeological materials - ceramics,
implements, weapons, adornments made of various materials - that, in the case of a
peaceful deserting of the shelter would not have been abandoned, given their
value for the community. And still, why they lie sometimes in a suspect
arrangement, as they would not be placed into a house that would be meant to be
deserted in a brutal way but, on the contrary, that would hospitable expect its
inhabitants or guests?

Would a dwelling that sheltered an epidemics, death or maybe a punishment
generated by the breaking of the community rules have to be destroyed by the
purifying fire so that it would not represent a potential danger any longer? Might
have been possible that the entire, unaffected and still in use dwelling belonging to
a deceased have been a temptation for him to return into the world of the living
thus endangering the community? It is hard to know that! What we know is that
some ethnological examples, both from Romania and elsewhere, seem to confirm
those mentioned by us.

I. Examples of arsoned dwellings: we refer here at extremely powerful
arsons:
e Glina Culture: Bucuresti-Rosu (deepened dwelling whos= filling carth
bore traces of an extremely strong fire)3?,
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e Monteoru Culture: Pufesti (the walls of the dwelling no. 2 in mound no. 1
underwent an extremely intense fire, being transformed into charred slag)3!;

e Noua Culture: Dealu Morii (in the cinderer have been identified the
remnants of a surface dwelling burnt up to pulverization)3Z;

e Schneckenberg Culture: Sfintu Gheorghe-Orkd (due to an intense fire,
the rectangular surface dwelling has been burnt and reddened)33;

o Tei Culture: Bucuresti- Vicdresti-Sectorul A-Cuhniile (dwelling B3 has
been destroyed by a fire that made its adobe walls 1o became red-brick or black-
slaged colour)34;

e Verbicioara Culture: Verbicioara (as a result of burning the huts,
remained a lot of cinder and charcoals almost at all)35;

e Wietenberg Culture: Tampa-La Cazan (the fire has melted a part of the
surface dwelling inventory, transforming the adobe and the ceramics into a vitrous
slag)3¢;

o EBA: Néeni-Zdnoaga (in the site at Cefdfuia 2 remnants of a burnt surface
dwelling have been detected)37

And the examples could continue. There is no Culture in the Romanian BA
where we would not find burnt shelters. In fact, we ought to be content that those
fires existed because, paradoxically, they allowed the conservation of many
archaeological materials.

C. The fire and exterior platforms

In some settlements, exterior platforms made of burnt clay have been
unearthed. They had various locations, raising modes, forms and thicknesses, on
their surface or/and around them sometimes being found a multitude of
archaeological materials, some of them extremely interesting and significant. Out
of those platforms we mention:

e Monteoru Culture: Ndeni-Zdnoaga (beneath the adobe fragment of a
surface shelter in Cetatuia [ site, a platform has been identified, being not entirely
investigated and consisting in a thin crust of clay - 0,03-0,05 m, burnt /n s/fu, that
covered two hearths - V20 s1 V24, between those two hearths there were two pits,
filled with limestone boulders, adobe and ceramic fragments)38;

e Otomani Culture: Carei-Bobald (in the square 7 of the section V11/1994,
at a depth of 1,45-1,40 m, a burnt clay platform has been identified, probably
being an exterior one, with a maximal diameter of 1,50 m, with an oval shape;
around the hearth it could be noticed a thicker deposition of cinder, ashes
pigmented with charcoals and several pits in which some vases have been placed;
according to J. Németi, there is a possibility to face a cultic complex)3?;
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o Tei Culture: Mogosesti (fig. 6; in section no. 13, north from the pit nr. 4
and dwelling no 1 a platform made of burnt clay40 has been identified, being
slightly convex, with a rectangular shape, the dimensions of 2,34x1,75 m, a non-
uniform thickness of about 0,05 m, its maximal quotation being reached in its
central zone - 0,08 m. Several remakings could be detected, being made especially
in the estern part. The orientation of the platform was NNV-SSE. It was raised
directly on the ground. Its upper part has been found at -0,45 m.

The raw materials out of which it was constructed was a good quality clay
with slight impurities, consisting especially out of pebbles and tiny ceramic
fragments. Each of the platform comers had a hearth.

The platform had no border. On its entire surface, but mostly close to the
hearths, burnt osteological remnants and just few ceramic fragments have been
found.);

e Wietenberg Culture: Cernat?!.

If, when considering the clay platform at Mogosesti things seem to be clear,
in some cultic monuments, usually it is hard to establish the functionality of such
constructions. Even if it is tempting, we are convinced that not all could be
connected with ritual practises.

D. Hearths

The fixed hearths

In the Romanian language, the term of vafrd, that designates the hearths, has
several meanings. Thus, the word that is related to the Albanian vairé, refers to the
dwelling, home, fatherly house or native place, nest of a wild animal with his
descendants in it, the main, central zone of a settlement, the surface on which the
settlement stretches on2, a patch of land on a field that differs from the rest*3. In
archaeology, the hearth is "the place where the fire is being made"” or, more
exactly, "the uncovered installation included into a construction or located under
the open sky, where the fire is being made"%>.

In our analysis with respect to the Romanian BA hearths, we will consider
the following aspects:

I. Their location:

1.1. In the perimeter of the constructions:

1.1.a. In deepened dwellings*:

o the Balta Sirati group: Sacu- Jarinioara Lelcea in deepened dwelling no
1 of Section 1/1996, at -0,70 m, it appeared a hearth in poor prescrvation
condition)?7;

e Glina Culture: Bucuresti- Ciure/ (found in the center of the shelter)$;
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-« Monteoru Culture: Bogdinesti (in the two half-dug dwellings a hearth has
been found)??, Coroteni (in deepened dwelling no. 1 several hearths have been
found)>9, Terchesti3!, Virtescoiu (in deepened dwelling no. 12 two overlapped
hearths have been uncovered)32;

e Noua Culture: Nicoleni (one hearth)33, Peteni (in the first deepened
dwelling - with a diameter of 2x2 m - the hearth was found in its north-western
corner, while in the second one it was located in the middle of the construction)>4,
Vanatori (the hearth was identified under a complex of stones which was probably
part of a half-dug dwelling)33;

e Tei Culture: Mogosesti (fig. 4; in dwelling no 2, in the absidal part of the
construction a hearth has been identified, being noted as hearth no. 3bis)36;

o Wietenberg Culture: Aiton3’, Eliseni (the hearth was located in the north-
western corner of the deepened dwelling of 2x2 m)38, Porumbenii Mari (the hearth
was in the north-western corner of a deepened dwelling of 4x2,5 m)>°.

1.1.b. In the surface dwellings®©9:

e the Cehalut group: Suplacu de Barcau-Lapis (in a rectangular dwelling a
hearth has been found)!;

e Coslogeni Culture: Gridistea-Coslogeni (hearth no. 9 comes from a
possible surface dwelling)%?;

e Costisa Culture: Borlesti-Dea/ul Runcu (in a rectangular dwelling a hearth
has been uncovered)®3;

e Girla Mare Culture: Ghidici-Balta Jarova (fig. 7/1; hearths have been
found in dwellings no. 5 and 6)%%;

e Glina Culture®>: Branet, Ciscioarele, Driginesti-Olt, Greci, Mihailesti-
Tufa, Odaia Turcului, Schitu-La Conac (fig. 2/1, 3/1), Schitu-Gaura Desper
(fig. 2/2), Serbanesti (the hearth in dwelling no. 2 had the dimensions of
2,60x2,00, being intensely burnt)66;

o the Livezile Group: Livezile- Basa (surface dwellings with two hearths)®7;

e Monteoru Culture: Dealu Morii (hearths remains in former surface
dwellings)®8, Mindastioara-Fitionesti in the dwellings discovered there the hearth
were set directly on the floor)%?, Nieni-Zdnoaga (two hearths, no. 1 and 4 - located
in a possible surface shelter-workshop)’?, Pufesti (in the middle of the appendix
near the dwelling no. 1 in mound no. 1 a hearth has been identified; in dwelling no.
4 remains of the hearth border have been found; in dwelling no. 3 from mound no.
2 another hearth has been discovered)’!, Sirata Monteoru (in sector 1, east of the
surface P.7, in a surface complex, a hearth has been unearthed)?2, Terchesti (fig.
15/2; fire hearths have been found in several dwellings)’3, Vartescoiu (in dweliing
no. 19, 8 hearths have been identified; in dwelling no. 9 there was a single hearth;
the hearth in dwelling no. 18 was situated in the middle of the long south-eastern
side of the complex, and upon it there were 7 pyramid weights)74;
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e Mures (Pertam-Pecica) Culture: Periam (in a rectangular dwelling a
hearth has been identified)’3;

e Noua Culture: Dealu Morii (in dwelling no. 1 in cinderer - zo/niki - |,
namely on its eastern border, a hearth has been discovered; dwelling no. 2 in
cinderer - zolniki 1 there was also a single hearth; in the dwelling no. 2, in cinderer
- zolniki 11 it was found just one hearth t00)’6, Ghidfalau (several hearths in the
dwelling from layer III: their dimensions could not be established)?”?, Nicoleni (in
section 1, in a surface dwelling, of oval shape, in its middle, a circular hearth was
found)’8, Ozun-Lisniu (four dwellings, each having a hearth)?®, Birboasa-Podu
Morii89, Sivesti-Izvoare (fire hearth in several dwellings)8!, Turia-Judef (in the
north-eastern corner of a dwelling with a diameter of 5x4 m a hearth was
located)82;

e Otomani Culture: Carei-Bobald (in the dwelling from section 111/1988 a
hearth has been uncovered; the same in sections [V-V/1988 but, this time, it was
located in the center of the dwelling; another hearth has been identified in section
IV/1988 but, on the western side of the dwelling)83, Pir-Cefate (possible hearths
inside some dwellings, which marked various habitation layers)84;

e Schneckenberg Culture: Cuciulata-Plesifa Pietroasa-the lower layer (the
hearth in the huts was raised a little bit higher than the floor)83, Cuciulata-Plesita
Pietroasi-the upper layer (in the rectangular dwelling, almost in the midle of the
room a hearth has been found)86;

o Tei Culture: Bucuresti-Chitila-Cardmidarie (fig. 3/2; fragments of a hearth
with probable dimensions of: length=1 m, breadth=0,60 m.)37;

e Verbicioara Culture: Bucura (pieces of hearth, possbily coming from a
surface dwelling)88, Orevifa Mare89, Verbicioara®?,

o Wietenberg Culture: Aiton-Deasupra Morii®!, Bistrita-ICVH?2, Cor-
nesti-Poderul Mic (fig. 17/2; two fire hearths in a dwelling)®3, Dersida®¥, Deva-
Dealul Cetitii, Ghirbom-Sub Vii%3, Obreja’6, Palatca®?, Pauleni Ciuc-Dimbul
Cetdfii (fig. 20; three hearths in construction inside the dwelling no. 7)°8,
Porumbenii Mici®9, Sibisenil%0.

1.2. Fxterior hearths:

o the Cehiilut Group: Suplacu de Barciu-Lapis (two exterior hearths)!V1;

o Costisa Culture: Borlesti-Dealul Runcul%% Dulcesti- Valea Neagrd
(a fragmentary hearth with the remaining diameter of 0,30 m and a thickness of
0,035 m)103;

e Girla Mare Culture: Ostrovu Corbului-Cliucr (in the three dwellings
investigated in 1980-1983 hearths have been also found)104;

e Glina Culture!93: Bucuresti-G/ina, Schitu-La Conac, Schitu-Gaura
Despei;
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e the Igrita Group: Deva- Viile Noi (two hearths)106;

e Monteoru Culture: Bogdinestil97, Manastioara-Fitionesti (about 2,00 m
far from a surface dwelling)!98, Sirata Monteoru (in sector 2, in the south-eastern
part of the surface P7, hearth no. 2 has been identified)!0%;

e Nir Culture: Carei-Bobald (in S 1X/19985, at the depth of 1,45-1,40 m an
exterior hearth has been discovered)!19;

e Noua Culture: Cavadinesti-Rédpa Glodulur (two hearths)!11, Dealu Morii
(in cinderer I an exterior hearth has been unearthed; the same in cinderer 111)112,
Barboasa-Podu Morii (a hearth found near the dwelling no. 1; some other two,
located some distance away from the mentioned one)!13, Sighisoarall4, Sopteriu-
La Romon/i (on the hearth a andezite grinder has been found)!13;

e Verbicioara Culture: Viersani-Jupanesti (near a deepended dwelling =
diam. 0,65x0,58 m)!16;

o Wietenberg Culture: Boiu-Midgulicea (on the north-eastern side of a
surface dwelling)!17, Daia Romdina (possible exterior hearths)!!8 Dersida
(probably exterior hearths have existed t00)!19, Deus-Lunga (fig. 21/1)!20, Deva-
Cartieru! Viile Noi12!, Pilatca!22, Sfintu Gheorghe-Pe Ses!23, Unirea!?4;

e BA (without certain cultural assingment): Viisoara (by surface surveys,
both Wietenberg and Noua ceramics have been found; decorated fragments)!25,

1.3. Hearths in the caves:

o dated back in the BA: Gailaseni (the discoveries in the aven of the cave
belong to the EBA; here a small hearth has been found, used repeatedly, having
around fragmentary ceramics, animal bones, many Osfrea shells, a bone awl, §
marble beads, atypical quarts breakings)!2®, 1zbindis (in both spots with LBA -
depositions have been identified, besides vessels, ceramic fragments, bronze, bone
and obsidian objects, notable quantities of charcoal and ash)!27  Ribicioara-Pestera
Cizmei (hearth with traces of ash and charcoal)!28;

e the Igrita Group: Igrita (since LBA, in the niche IIl animal bones- bovid,
goat, deer boar, bear - have been uncovered, together with vases, bronze objects
passed through the fire, two figurines made of burnt clay, ash)!29;

o the Rosia Group: Cilitea (a hearth situated close to the entrance)!39;

o Tei Culture: Brasov-Pestera Gura Cheii 131,

o LBA: Izbucu Toplitei!32.

1.4. Hearths in pits:

e Glina Culture: Bucuresti- Crure/ (at -2,40 m, in the center of the deepened
dwelling investigated in 1994, an oval pit has been found, used as a fire place)!33;

e Tei Culture: Mogosesti (fig. 4; in dwelling 2/deepended dwelling a small
pit with ash has been found, being possibly used as a fire place)!34;
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e Wietenberg Culture: Badeni (fig. 17/1)135, Cluj-Napoca (hearth
fragments in a ritual pit)!136, Cluj-Becas (fig. 8/2; in pit 3, section II, the traces of a
hearth with border have been found, which was raised directly on the soil and
could be reconstructed; pit 5 also contained the remains of a possible hearth with
border)!37, Fantanele- Dambul Popir138;

e BA: Cehcei-Misig (the four pits investigated in 1987 contained as
inventory fragmentary ceramics, bones and charcoals, adobe, as well as a hearth
around which there were placed a big recipient and fragments from smaller vases
aranged in a semicircle; near the hearth an adobe fragment decorated with wide
fluttings has been found)!3%,

II. The shape of hearths:

11.1. Circular (round):

e Girla Mare Culture: Ghidici- Balta JTarova (hearth in dwelling no. 5)140;

e Glina Culture!4!: Branef, Cascioarele, Mihdilesti- Tufa, Schitu-La Conac;

e Monteoru Culture: Bogdéanesti (in half-dug dwelling 2 a semicircle-
shaped hearth has been discovered)!42;

e Noua Culture: Ozun-Lisniaul43, Nicolenil44, Petenil43, Turia-.Judef146,
Vanitori (with a diam. of 0,75 m)147;

e Schneckenberg Culture: Cuciulata-Plesifa Pietroasd-upper layer (rounded
hearth with a diameter of 0,90 m)!48;

e Tei Culture: Brasov-Pestera Gura Cheri (with the diameter of 1,00 m)!4?;

e Wictenberg Culture: Aiton (diam. 0,40 m)!%0, Bideni!>!, Boiu-Migulicea
(diam. 0,60 m)!32, Porumbenii Mici!33.

I1.2. Oval:

o the Cehilut Group: Suplacu de Barciu-Lapis!134;

e Costisa Culture: Borlesti-Dea/ul Runcul33,

e Glina Culture!56: Moriresti, Schitu-La Conac (fig. 2/1);

e the Igrita Group: Deva- Viile Nors (the first hearth has the maximal diameter
of 0,58 m, while the second of 0,62 m)!37, Simeria (maximal diam. 0,60 m)!38;

e Monteoru Culture: Bogdénesti (an exterior hearth with dimensions of
0,60x0,70 m)159, Costisa (with diameter of 0,80x1,20 m)!60, Manastioara-
Fitionesti (exterior hearth with a dimeter of 1,20x1,50 m)!61, Virtescoiu (the two
overlapped hearths had a diameter of 1,25x0,60 m)!62;

o Nir Culture: Carei-Bobald (oval, with maximal diameter of 1,50 m)?63;

e Noua Culture: Dealu Morii!64;

e Schneckenberg Culture: Cuciulata-Plesifa Pretroasd-lower layer (with a
maximal diameter of 0,83 m)!6;

o Wietenberg Culture: Bistrita-/CHV166, Dersidal6?, Deus-Lunga (fig.
21/1; diam. 0,65x0,50 m)!68, Eliseni!6%, Palatcal7C.
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I1.3. Rectangular:
This kind of hearths have a squared or rectangular shape, most of the time
with rounded comers. Their dimensions vary from one case to another, being not

proportional with the dimensions of the construction when those in the perimeter
of the dwellings are considered.

o Costisa Culture: Borlesti-Dealul Runcu (in a dwelling of rectuangular
shape a rectuangular hearth has been uncovered)!7!;

e Girla Mare Culture: Ghidici-Balta Jarova (fig. 7/1; the hearth in
dwelling no. 5)172;

e Glina Culture: Serbinesti (dimensions of 2,60x2,00 m)!73;
e Monteoru Culture: Pufesti (the hearth in dwelling no. 3 in mound no. 2)173;

e Noua Culture: Cavadinesti-Ripa Glodului (two exterior hearths with a
dimeter of 1,00x1,80 m)!75;

e Tei Culture: Bucuresti-Chitila-Cirdmidsrie (with rounded corners)!76;

e Verbicioara Culture: Orevita Mare (with the dimensions of 1;10x
1,70 m)!77, Viersani-Jupanestil’8;

e Wietenberg Culture: Dersida!7".

[11. Construction mode:

I11.1. Made exclusively out of clay, directly on the ground:

The hearth has been directly raised upon the level of the surface dwellings
and of the settlement (in the case of the exterior ones) or on the bottom of the
deepened dwellings (here, being sometimes upon the floor made of treaded
ground).

e the Cehilut Group: Suplacu de Barciu-Lapis 180;

e Costisa Culture: Costisa (the hearths have their sticking plaster directly on
the ground, their crust being thin and brittle, sometimes existing remakings,
especially at those located in surface A, section 1V)!81;

e Girla Mare Culture: Ostrovu Corbului-Cliuci (simple hearths, carefully
smoothened)!82;

e Glina Culture!83: Branet, Greci, Moriresti, Odaia Turcului, Schitu-/a4
Conac, Schitu-Gaura Despei, Serbanestil84;

e the Igrita Group: Deva- Viile Nos185, Simeria!86;

e Monteoru Culture: Dealul Morii!37 Manistioara-Fitionesti!88;

e Noua Culture: Sopteriu-La Romon(i189;

o Schneckenberg Culture: Cuciulata-Plesifa Pietroasi-lower leyer (with a
maximal diameter of about 0,83 m)199;

e Tei Culture: Bucuresti-Chitila-Cdrdmidarie'9!;

e Verbicioara Culture: Viersani-Jupinesti!92;
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e Wietenberg Culture: Aiton-Deasupra Morii193, Bideni!9?, Bistrifa-
ICHV'195  Cluj-Becas 196, Comesti-Podeiul Mic'97, Daia Romana!98, Dersidal9?,
Deus-Lunga20, Deva-Cartierul Viile Noi?0\, Deva-Dealul Cetifii?V2, Ghirbom-
Sub Vii?93, Obreja204, Pilatca203, Pauleni Ciuc-Ddmbul Cetdfii206, Porumbenii
Mici?07, Sfintu Gheorghe-Pe Ses208 Unirea209,

I11.2. On a bed of ceramic fragments:

On the ground it was a bed of ceramic fragments resulted from various,
from a single (or seldom from two) intentionally broken vases. Subsequently, upon
this bed a clay layer was stuck.

e Glina Culture210; Branet, Driginesti-Olf;

e Monteoru Culture: Bogdanesti (hearths belonging to the Monteoru Ic2
level)211) Terchesti (a layer of ceramic fragments resulted from ritually broken
vessels)?12, Virtescoiu (the hearth in the upper layer)?213;

e Noua Culture: Dealu Morii (on a bed of ceramic fragments coming out of
a single vessel, probably ritually broken; another hearth raised directly on the
floor, being surrounded by a small clay border)?14;

e Otomani Culture: Carei-Bobald?15.

As concemns the hearths with a base made of fragments from one or several
ritually broken vases, we could pose the question regarding the occasion when
those vessels have been broken: was it in the moment when the hearth has been
raised or preceded i1t? Did the ritually broken vase belong to a deceased person, so
that it had to be destroyed and its fragments incorporated in the hearth so that the
fire could purify the soul of the dead? Or the spirit of the deceased has been locked
up in the hearth, namely in the fire, so that it had no possibility to haunt the
settlement in the malefic way? Or were there the souls used as fie/ for certain
hearths?

I11.3. On a bed of stones:

The place of the bed consisting in ceramic fragments is taken by the one
made of stones, most of them being river stones. We haven't noticed their rigurous
selection according with their dimensions, shape or consistency. Evidently, the
presence of the stones has a practical role, being known that they stock the heat,
thus increasing the efficiency of the hearths.

e Costisa Culture: Borlesti-Dealul Runcu (interior hearth, made of boulder
and having border)?219;

e Monteoru Culture: Bogdanesti (the hearths in two half-dug dwellings
were made of stones - gritstone in half-dug dwelling no. 1; the same construction
is found at the exterior hearth, whose smoothening has been set upon a thin layer
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of carth, above a bed made of stones)2!7, Manistioara-Fitionesti (hearth with
border in a surface dwelling; another hearth made with a bed of gravel and sticking
plasier)218 Nieni-Zanoaga (hearth no. 1 and hearth no. 4 in the site Cetdfuia I,
raised directly on the stones)?1%, Terchesti (fig. 15/2; the hearth has been initially
made by alternating a thin layer of stones with the clay layer)229, Virtescoiu (out
of the two hearths overlapped with the dwelling no. 12, the one in the lower layer
has been raised upon a river stone platform; the hearth in the dwelling no. 18 was
surrounded by river stones)?21;

e the Odaia Turcului Group: Odaia Turcului (hearths on a gravel bed)?22;

e Noua Culture: Ghidfaldu223, Nicoleni224, Peteni?25, Barboasa-Podu Morii
(hearth with stone border)?2°, Ratesu Cuzei (hearth having the smoothening spread
upon a gravel layer)227, Turia-Judef (with big stones)?28 Vandtori (initially made
of a river stone settled with its flat side upwards, then surrounded with earth that,
subsequently, by burning has became of orange-red colour)229;

e Schneckenberg Culture: Cuciulata-Plesifa Pietroasa-upper layer (hearth
on a bed of pebbles)239;

e Tei Culture: Brasov-Pestera Gura Cheir (hearth made on a stone layer
bordered with gritstone stedges)?31;

e Wietenberg Culture: Fantanele-D4dmbul Popii (hearth with stone
border)?32, Porumbenii Mari233;

e EBA: Nieni-Zdnoaga (in the site Cefdfuia 2, hearth remains have been
identified; they consisted in clay crusts piaced upon a bed made of river stone)?234.

[11.4. On a bed consisting in a mixture of ceramic fragments and stones:

Generally, the big stones or river stones have been set onto the ground,
subsequently being set the ceramic fragments, the entire assembly being stuck with
clay.

e Costisa Culture: Borlesti-Dealul Runcu (near a dwelling with rectangular
shape a hearth has been containing in its sticking plaster ceramic fragments and
some stone implements)?33;

e Monteoru Culture: Costisa (the hearths have been made out of a sherd bed
placed upon a gravel layer, which, in its turn was situated above a pavement madc
of boulders)?36, Manastioara-Fitionesti (exterior hearth made of pebbles, clay
sticking plaster, to which, subsequently, a layer of ceramic fragments has been
added)?37, Pufesti (the hearth in the appendix of the dwelling no. 1 in mound no. 1,
made of a layer of gravel and ceramic fragments; the hearth in dwelling rio. 3 and
mound no. 2 was made of small and middle-sized stones together with clay) 238,
Terchesti (on a bed of gravel and ceramic fragments)239;

e Noua Culture: Dealu Morii (hearth with border made of flat pebbles and
raised upon a thick layer of gravel mixed with ceramic fragments; another hearth
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has a border made of stone and with its sticking plasters settled upon ceramic
fragments coming from a single sack-shaped vessel)249, Barboasa-Podu Morir
(three hearths raised upon a layer of gravel and ceramic fragments, one of them
still preserving remains of the border made of flat vertically arranged stones)??4!:

e Wietenberg Culture: Dersida?42,

[V. Hearths types:

IV.1. Simple, with smoothened surface or margins:

They are often found, this type of hearth having its surface and sometimes
1ts margins smoothened, having no roughnesses.

e the Cehiilut Group: Suplacu de Barcau- Lapis243,

¢ Glina Culture: all the hearths discovered until now;

o the Igrita Group: Deva- Viile Noi?%4, Simeria24;

e Noua Culture: Cavadinesti-Rdpa Glodulur (two exterior hearths with a
well preserved smoothening)?46, Ozun-Lisniu?47;

e Otomani Culture: Carei-Bobald?48;

e Schneckenberg Culture: Cuciulata-Plesifa Pietroasd-lower layer (with a
maximal diameter of about 0,83 m)?49;

e Verbicioara Culture: Viersani-Jupinesti2>9; |

o Wietenberg Culture: Eliseni?3!, Ghirbom-Sub Vii (smoothened on its
margins)232, Pauleni Ciuc-Dimbul Cetdfii 233,

IV.2. With border:

The border had both the role of keeping the burnt residues and the one of
thermic isolation, resulting in a better regulation and maintanance of the
temperature.

o the Cehilut Group: Suplacu de Barcdu-Lapis (one of the exterior hearths
had a border)?34;

e Monteoru Culture: Bogdénesti (the exterior hearth had a border made of
middle-sized stones)?55, Terchesti256;

e Noua Culture: Ozun-Lisniu257, Birboasa-Podul Morii?38, Ratesu Cuzei
(hearth with a lower border)?5,;

o Tei Culture: Bucuresti- Chitila-Cardmidarie6V,

e Wietenberg Culture: Cluj-Becas261;

V. Usage duration:

V.1. Long time:

In the case of the hearths with a thick layer of burnt clay, with multiple
remakings, we could talk in most of the situations of an intense use, possibly in a
longer time span.
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e Glina Culture26Z; Branef, Driginesti-Olt, Mordresti, Schitu-La Conac;,

e the Igrita Group: Deva- Virle Noi (the upper part appeared like a cemented
crust, while in depth the ground has changed its colour, running from brick-red up
10 yelow-brown)263;

e Noua Culture: Barboasa-Podu Morii (with its sticking plasters twice
remade)267; etc. :

V.2. Short time:

Very many hearths appear with the slightly burnt clay layer, the range
aroung them being also slightly affected by the fire. Its possible that, those hearths,
bearing no traces of remakings, sometimes being just petched up, have been in use
for a relatively short time.

e Glina Culture263: Branet, Mihailesti- Tufa, Schitu-La Conac, Schitu-Gaura
Despel;

e Schneckenberg Culture: Cuciulata-Plesifa Pietroasi-lower layer (with a
maximal diameter of about 0,83 m)266;

e Verbicioara Culture: Viersani-Jupanesti267;

o Wietenberg Culture: Boiu- Migulicea (slightly burnt)208, Cluj-Becas?69.

V1. Functionality:
VI1.1. Dormestic:

With rare exceptions, all hearths have been employed for the domestic
necessities.

VI1.2. Cultic:

e Glina Culture: Brane{ and Schitu-La Conac, hearths with receptacles and
various other artifacts (miniatural charriot wheels, zoomorphic idols, votive axes)
around, that can lead us to the ideea that, in certain moments, the domestic hearths
have also played a cultic role270;

o Nir Culture: Carei-Bobald, around the hearth of the Sanislau phase, have
been buried several vessels of small dimensions?7!;

e Vatina Culture: Cornesti (in sections 2 and 3 at a depth of 0,80 m, a
shrine-hearth (?) has been found, upon which 23 vases have been monumentally
arranged)?72;

¢ Wietenberg Culture: Albesti2?3, Geoagiu (possible cultic hearth)274,
Sighisoara- Dealul Turcului (C. Seraphin has discovered two decorated hearths273,
They were at a deph of about 0,60 m and at a distance of 7,50 m one from another.
The first was better preserved, having a rounded shape, with probable dimensions
of 1,50-1,60 m, being raised directly on the virgin so0il276. It was decorated with
concentrical circles, the central area being delimitated by an ornamentation
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consisting in a zig-zaged band madc by stamping. Towards the outer part there are
two bands decorated with incized, linked spirals, made of 4, respectively 5 lines of
incisions. These are delimited by three concentrical circles and separated by a free
space. The inner circle consists by 13 smaller linked spirals, while the outer one,
affected by time, out of which just 8 have been preserved is considered to have had
initially 10-11 spirals. Hearth no. 2, with a diameter of about 1,00 m, has been
precariously preserved2??. The central part was delimited by a circular band that
contains triangles having their point towards the center and filled with incised
lines, paralled with one of their sides. It was also preserved a hearth fragment with
two spiral loops made of a band with four slightly reliefed lines (back cover figure,
reconstruction).

E. Other fittings for making the fire

1. In connection with the magical-religious manifestations:

I.1. Sanctuaries:

e Monteoru Culture: Sirata Monteoru-Cefdfua (sanctuary surrounded with
stones on a surface of more than 20 sqm)278, Sarata Monteoru- Porana Scorusului
(under the socle of a pyre with considerable dimensions a construction has been
unearthed, which we consider to be a sanctuary, worked out of big stone blocks,
that hosted a hearth inside)27;

e Otomani Culture: Silacea (the construction, with a surface of 47 sqm,
comprising three chambers where, in the second, a hanging-mobile shrine has been
found; in the third chamber of the sanctuary there were two fixed trapezium-
shaped altars, with smoothened surface and margins; the upper part of the altars
bore burning traces; for each altar, beside it, clay weights with a piramid-shape,
horizontally pierced towards their point, three curved stone knives and a
cyllindrical clay support have been found; the complex had two development
phases, an aspect for which also accounts the fact that in its last phase the lateral
walls have been decorated with a frieze conceived with geometrical motifs)28Y;

e BA: Crasna-Csereoldal (in 1982 a sanctuary has been investigated that,
near its northern wall, had big fragiments of adobe resulted from an altar,
omamented with parallel bands or circles impressed with wide fluttings drawing
up spiral-meander motifs; the altar with the dimensions of 1,26x0,94 m, had an
oval-shape)?81.

1.2. Fixed-shrines:

e Monteoru Culture: Candesti-Cetdfuia Nacu (in the south-eastern area of
the site, belonging to the Monteoru lla-IIb phase, aproximately 5 m away from the
last shelter, a layer of gravel has been laid, followed by one consisting of sand and
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thin sledges of gritstones, the respective assembly creating a rectangular platform
with a diameter of 2,50x1,50 m, in its center being placed an altar-hearth with a
diameter of 1,00 m, raised upon the fragments of a cup, of a jar-vase and of a
bowl, covered with a clay sticking plaster; possibly, also about 10 m far from the
last construction of the settlement a shrine has existed)?82, Candesti-Coasia
Banului (in a pit with a diameter of 1,80 m and a depth of up to 0,60 m a layer of
sand has been laid; in the center of the pit a hearth with a diameter of 1,00 m has
been discovered, around it being uncovered four receptacles, arranges two by two,
out of which two cups with their mouth downwards)?83, Mandstioara-Fitionesti (a
shrine consisting in a rectangular-shaped hearth with a diameter of 1,00x1,50 m,
raised 3 m far from the last hut, made of gritstone sledges, with a border made of
conglomerate sledges, upon which a clay layer has been applied; as a result of an
intense burning, the hearth has been remade by breaking a jar-shaped vase, whose
fragments have been covered with a new layer of clay; right near this hearth, on a
stone platform of small dimensions, covered with a layer of clay, a grinder with
rubber, a miniatural bovid horn made of bumt clay, a hoe made of buck antler,
several animal bones have been found, all arranged in a semicircle)?84, Mandrisca
(upon a pit inside which the frontal bearing the horns of a ram have been put, a
square-shaped altar-hearth has been set, having the dimensions of 1,75x1,75 m,
initially being worked out of clay and subsequently alternated with a layer of
gravel stuck with clay)?83, Nastiseni (fig. 15/1; on a surface of 6 sqm, about 30 m
far form the last group of shelters, a layer of 0,10 m thick consisting in gravel has
been spread, being covered with another one, made of clay; in the middle of this
rounded surface an altar-hearth has been raised upon a layer of gravel stuck with
clay; the altar was decorated in the center with the solar disk, out of which its
beams have started; intensely burnt was just the area of the solar disk)286, Sirata
Monteoru-Cefdfuia (in the western part, where the fortress had a terrace, upon the
fittings for steps made here, two altars have been identified; first of them consisted
of two offering vessels, fragments of some cups and of a storage pot, a small cultic
table, ash and bones; the second altar comprised an offering vase, flanked on a side
by a buck antler and on the other by a charred wooden bough, another offering
receptacle, a storage pot, four cups, a small cultic table, a clay disk, charcoals,
bones and ash; notably is that the stones aroung the offering vessels are reddened,
fact which, together with the ash and charcoals, point to the ideea that they
underwent an intense burning)287,

o Otomani Culture: Zdvan-Dailma Cimitirului (the inventory of a pit
consisted of four Otomani III cups, reconstructible Wietenberg vases and
fragments of an altar with an intensly burnt surface, decorated with deep fluttings,
in groups of three or four and creating curved-linear motifs, as well as reliefed
conical prominences on its border)288;
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e Suciu de Sus Culture: Culciu Mare (in the settlement, in an unclear
context, pieces ornamented with spirals coming from possible shrines;
interestingly have been found; a pit has been also investigated, having as inventory
a small clay column decorated with two lines of prominences)?89;

e BA: Biharea (in 1979 a construction with a surface of 9,5x8 m has been
‘investigated, having as inventory, among others, fragments of a destroyed altar,
out of which just large ornamental pieces, alveoli and incisions painted in white
colour have been found)290.

1.3. Ritual pits:

e Coslogeni Culture: Cascioarele- Valea Cosarului (fig. 24/5; in the pit no. 1,
of an almost circular shape, out of which just the lower part has been preserved,
complete and fragmentary vessels, fragments of a portable hearth-vessels, four
complete or fragmentary anthropomorphic figurines have been unearthed; the
filling earth of the pit had a blackish colour and contained in a relatively large
number hearth fragments, charcoal pigments, several small animal bones and
stones)?%1;

e Monteoru Culture: Pufesti (a pit with the diameter of 1,00 m and a depth
of 0,60 m has been dug into the north-western edge of the mound no. 1; its walls
have been successively covered with clay layers for three times: the last sticking
plaster bore traces of intense burning, resulted from an intensional setting of fire
inside it; a jar-shaped vessel, this being also secondarily burnt, but not at the same
time with the walls of the pit, inside it being found ovicaprines bones, wheat
grains, chaff, all of them unburnt and charcoal placed in the center of the pit)292.

I1. In connection with the everyday life:

[1.1. Ovens:

The ovens are "insiallations for heating and baking which, in the tehnology
of fire have meant the main practical application of fire discovery and usage,
among which is also the one of transforming materials out of the nature"?93.

Even if, as we will see, some domestic ovens have been identified, some
authors are questioning their existence2%4,

Such complexes have been identified in the following cultural milieus:

e Coslogeni Culture: Gradistea-Coslogeni (several ovens have been
identified: oven no. 1293 is a simple one, having a callote, an aproximately round
shape, with the laterial elongated opening orientated towards south-east, being
situated in a layer of spared clay; the oven had a hearth with I m in diameter; oven
no. 2296 has been dug into spared clay, under the shape of a vaulting with a
diameter of 0,7 m, having the hearth with a length of 1,22 m, surpassing the
extremity of the access opening oricntated towards north-west-south-east 310; the
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inside walls have been intensely burnt, this fact being noticed on a thickness of
about 6 ¢m; in front of the oven, at the level of the hearth, on a surface of 2,30/2 m
an agglomeration of intensely bumnt stones has been found; oven no. 3397 had a
hearth with an opening of 0,90 m and was ended in its south-western side with a
slightly overraised up step; oven no. 4298 has been also dug into the spared clay,
having its buming opening orientated towards east-north-east; its calotte has a semi-
sphaerical shape, with a diameter of 0,60 m and a height of 0,50 m; oven no. 5299
had a semicircular calotte, with its opening orientated towards north-east; the oven
had a maximal diameter of 1 m, its walls being unevenly burnt; on a side of the
hearth a pillar hole has been detected, being probably part of a protection
assembly; on its center, the calotte had an airing orifice; oven no. 103 had an
aproximately rounded hearth, with a diameter of 0,95 m; it had several strata of
clay; oven no. 11 was represented by remains of the calotte; etc.);

¢ Glina Culture: Bucuresti-G/ina, Driganesti-Olt (in the surface dwelling,
with small dimensions, having an oval shape, being constructed as a prolongation
of the hearth, its inner walls being reddened by burning, the clay mixed with
ceramic fragments resulted from various containers being used as the material out
of which the oven has been made)391;

e Monteoru Culture: Virtescoiu (in dwelling no. 17, in its south-eastern side,
a domestic oven could be investigated, having a hearth of 0,70x0,40 m and with a
vault having a height of 0,40 m; another oven, and we believe that this time it
belonged to a pottery maker, has been discovered between the dwellings no. 5 and 6.
It had an oval shape, with a diameter of 1,30x1,00 m, having a central pillar in order
to sustain the vault; it was made out of river stones, ceramic fragments and clay)302;

e Noua Culture: Garbovat (fig. 19; in cinderers-zo/niki no. 1, IV and V
ovens have been unearthed, having a diameter of 0,60-1,20x0,50-1,00 m and the
lense-shaped, flat-convex cross-section)393, Zoltan (a part of the cinderer
uncovered here has been overlapped by an aglomeration consisting, among others,
out of burnt clay pieces, probably coming from a vaulted oven)3%4;

e Tei Culture: Bucuresti-Lunca Birzesti-punctul 2 (the western part of the
vault has been preserved, having a circular base, with a diameter of 1,60 m, the
inside height of 0,50 m and the opening towards east; it's been in use for a short
time)393;

e Verbicioara Culture: Rogova (fig. 21/2; fragments of an oven)3Y6;

e Wietenberg Culture: Coseni (according to the author of the find, it is an
oven that possibly has belonged to a pottery maker; it had a vault with a base of
1,20 m and the maximal height of 0,54 m; in our opinion this was a domestic
oven)307 Tadmpa-La Cazan (pieces of clay have been found, modelled with
fluttings made with the fingers, above which a thin layer of whitewash has been
laid; these might be parts of an oven)308,
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I1.2. Certain pits:

Some pits, of various shapes, which are considered by specialists to be
complexes for provisions keeping, have undergone a burning of their bottom or
walls, sometimes being only partial, in order to became impermeable for liquids:

e Monteoru Culture: Candesti-Coasta Banului (a pit with the diameter of
1,80 m and a depth of 1,10 m with its walls well covered with clay, having an
inventory consisting in a dish with burnt wheat grains, being surrounded by
charcoals and ash)309;

e Otomani Culture: Carei-Bobald (for instance pit no. 2 and 5/1989)310;

e Tei Culture: Bucuresti-Chitila-Ciramidirie (near the surface dwelling in
level no. 1, a bell-shaped pit has been uncovered, with a diamter of 2,20 m and a
mouth of 1,25 m)311;

e Wietenberg Culture: generally, the pits unearthed inside the habitation
complexes of this Culture are considered to be storage one (some of them having
their walls smoothened with a stratum of clay): Comesti-Podeiul Mic, Dersida etc.
Still, there are some storage pits located outside the shelters area: Unirea3!2,

K. The fire and the various raw materials or matters

F.1. The fire and the clay

I. The burning of the clay objects:

When we refer to the objects of burnt clay, in most of the cases, we think
about the ceramics. Unfortunately, we don't know too much about the mode of
ceramic burning in the BA. Given the less relevant traces, it is possible that the
great majority of the receptacles have been burnt into surface installations (ovens),
or in pits. The clay used to be taken out of the perimeter or the proximity area of
the settlement, thus being explained by some specialists the existence of some pits
that subsequently became domestic ones.

Possible remains of some ovens for ceramics:

e In section 2, pit 2, in the settlement of the Coslogeni Culture at Bugeac-
Ghetdrie possible remnants of an oven for ceramics burning have been
identified3!3. There were fragments of the burning platforms. That platform has
been done upon a base of twigs, arranged in parallel. At its upper part, the platform
has been covered with a thick layer of clay which created the platform proper.
Draught perforations were disposed in parallel lines, in the spaces engaged in the
grill; at Lupsanu, in the cinderer no. 2, a fragment of a plaque made of burnt clay
has been found, bearing cylindrical transversal perforations, with a thickness of
0,044 m, coming from an oven for pottery burning314;

o At Boinesti, in the settlement of the Suciu de Sus Culture a fragment of a
clay grill has been uncovered, that could possibly come from an oven of a pottery
maker313;
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o At Bucuresti-Lunca Bédrzesti-spotl no. 2, in the domestic pit no. 25
belonging to the Tei Culture, some tube-shaped objects with longitudinal
perforation have been discovered, considered to be rejects, which have been used
for the temperature regulation in the oven for burning the pottery, with their
platform engaged with draught perforaticns3!6. This find would possibly account
for the existence of the ovens for pottery burning in the mentioned site of the Tei
Culture, fact which would be unique in the range of the respective manifestations.

e Also in the Tei Culture, at Bucuresti-Chitila-Ferma-level 111, a boulder of
dried clay has been uncovered, which must have been set near the fire and bore
traces of the moulding fingers317. The fingerprints come from the fingers of a
woman.

[t is difficult to establish if pottery makers really existed, namely if a clear
specialization of a professional category has been achieved or the pottery making
had a domestic character, in which men, women and children could get involved.

II. The fire and some containers and clay objects:

Not all receptacles or artifacts in the category of the Other clay objects
category underwent a secondary contact with the fire after their burning. Most of
them have been used for keeping food and liquids and we refer here at the vessels,
or have been employed in the domestic activities, in the magical-religious practises
as regards other clay pieces excepting ceramics.

A part of the vases have been utilized for cooking or frying food. Others, the
same like the burnt clay objects have played a special role, getting in contact with
the fire after their initial burning. Out of these, we have selected the following:

1. The mobile (portable) hearths (ovens):

o finds of Biharea type: Biharea3!8;

o the Cehilut Group: Acés-Crasna Veche (fig. 31/1)319, Foeni320, Piscolt-
Nisipdrie3?!, Suplacu de Barciu-Lapis322, Valea lui Mihai323;

e Girla Mare Culture: Balta Verde (in the necropolis)3?4, Izvoarele
(fragments found in a deepened dwelling)325;

e Mures (Pecica-Periam) Culture: Pecica (27/4)326;

e Otomani Culture: Carei-Bobald327, Cehilut328, Dindesti-Cerare329,
Otomani-Cetatea de Pimant330 | Paulis-Dealul Batrin (fragments)33! Piscolt (fig.
31/2)332, Valea Iui Mihai333;

e Suciu de Sus Culture: Berveni-R4tul Caprer (fig. 27/3; vitrous fragments,
unearthed in pit no. 2/1984; another fragment appeared in the pit no. 1/1984)334,
Culciu Mare335, Mediesu Aurit336, Lapus337;

o Tei Culture: Bucuresti-Chitila-Fermi-level 1338, Bucuresti- Lunca Birzesti-
spot 2 (fragments found in the deepened dwelling 1 and pits no. 6 and 35)339;
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e Verbicioara Culture: Verbicioara340:

e Wietenberg Culture: Beudiu34!, Ciciu-Corabia (fig. 29/1-2)342, Cluj-
Napoca-Maxim Gorki Str.343, Dersida344, Doroltu (fig. 3)343, Obreja (fig. 29/5)346,
Racos- Pratra Detunati337, Rotbav-La Pérduf (fig. 29/4)348, Vistea-Kikutverme
(fig. 30/4)349.

2. Fuming vases:

e Wietenberg Culture: Albesti339, Chintelnic331, Cicdu-Corabia332,
Dersida333, Feldioara3%4, Oarta de Sus (fig. 28/1, 32, 33, 34/1, 35; seven pieces,
each of them with their own peculiarities as regards their moulding and
decoration)333, Sic (fig. 30/3)355, Sighisoara-Dealu/ Turcului (fig. 26/3, 30/2)357,
Vistea (fig. 30/1).

What is the use of this vase? Possibly a ritual one: Albesti (they must be
rather put in connection with the fuming vases finds from here)338, Oarta de Sus
(uncovered in a clear context, namely it was part of a cultic complex)359,
Sighisoara-Dealul Turcului (fragments of a fuming vase have been identified near
the hearths)360. Even if Carol Kacsé has used in his article written in German
language the neutral term of geschlitzte Tonréhre (tube made of splitted clay), he
was inclined to put the respective receptacle in connection with the fire, with the
light producing,with the keeping of ash and charcoals, with the burning of special
substances36!. The lateral holes have been employed for the oxigen penetration
and the handles for the facility of pieces manipulation. Still, it is interesting that
the artifacts from Oarta de Sus didn't get in contact with the fire362, missing the
traces of burming, even in the case of fragmentary pieces.

Florin Gogiltan363, when speaking about the fuming-vases, refers to some
funnels with perforations, similar to the strainers, but being meant to protect the
flame that burnt on the little shrines (?), keeping 1t small, thus being also avoided
the possible danger of an open fire that could affect the shelter/dwelling.

2. Portable shrines:

e Glina Culture: Bucuresti- Bucurestii Noi, Bucuresti- Fundeni 364,

e Girla Mare Culture: Carna36;

e Monteoru Culture: Candesti-Cetdfura Nacu 3%,

» Otomani Culture: Silacea (miniatural)367, Tiream368;

o Wietenberg Culture: Cernat (altar-hearth that could be reconstructed; it
had an oval shape, with a clay border, at one end and on both sides having 3 (4?)
handles; also on the border there are two supports upon which two figurines have
been settled, one being a conical one - falus?; the other being an anthropomorphic
figurine - see the picture on the front cover of this book)3¢% Dersida370,
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Hapria37!, Mahaceni (possible fragments)372, Racos- Pratra Detunati®’3, Sighi-
soara- Wietenberg (fig. 26/4-5; several fragmentary altars and their foots have been
uncovered; they have a flat, rectangular, border and some of them must have had
handles t00)374, Turia (fig. 28/1; altar fragments)373,

These pieces, deposed or hanged in a space which was considered to be a
sacred one inside the dwelling376, have been probably used for the ritual practises
connected with the worship of fire377.

3. Lamps or aromatic-burners: it is hard to establish which of the
recipients in the Romanian BA would belong to that category. Possibly, we could
consider here polypod bowls (Fulischalen)378, discovered in the following milieus:

e Glina Culture: Branet, Ostrovu Corbului-Cliuc37?;

e Yamnaia Culture: Corliteni, Grivita330;

o the Jigodin Group: Leliceni- Muntele cu Piatrd381,

o the Livezile Group: Livezile- Dea/ul Baia382,

e Maké Culture: Foeni- Cimitirul Ortodox, Parta, Periam383.

To this kind of vessels, which was specific to the steppe cultural
manifestation starting from the north-pontic zone (Mihailovka) and up to the
Central Europe, in southern Germany, Tchech Republic, Slowakia, Hungary
(Caka, Nagyrev, Cham), a special attention was given by several specialists384,

In this category of vessels employed for lighting could be possibly included
the so-called fish-plates (Fischplatten) or other recipients (especially trays) with a
less higher edge383.

II1. Other objects of burnt clay:

1. Anthropomorphic idols:

Out of clay have been moulded a large amount of objects, with a diverse
functionality, with different shapes, some bearing omaments. We remind here for
the BA Romania the miniatural charriots and wheels386 votive axes387, the small
altar-tables (about these see further), zoomorphic388 and anthropomorphic
figurines. The latter have a large variability of shapes, some of them being
decorated. In some cases can be distinguished the sexual marks, fact which allows
1o fix the gender to which they belong. There are no rare situations when the
figurines lack their arms or legs, eyes, nose, mouth etc. Some, like those of the
Girla Mare Culture, made in the shape of a bell, have an axtremely nice
ornamentation.

The clay idols (or, sometimes, just parts of their human body) have been
uncovered in many cultural milieus, out of which we should mention:
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o the Balta Siratd Group: Ciuta-Grajdurile C.A.P.38%, Sacu-Tdrinioara’9",
Valea Timisului (in fact, this is a Garla Mare import)3%1;

o the Cehilut Group: Acas-Crasna Veche392, Suplacu de Barcau393;

e Glina Culture: Brane(3%4, Odaia Turcului393, Schitu- Gaura Desper39;

e the Gornea-Orlesti cultural aspect: Ocnele Mari- Zdup397

e Monteoru Culture: Coroteni3%8, Virtescoiu399;

e Mures Culture: Pecica?00;

e Nir Culture: Berea- Vii40l; somewhere between the localities Satulung
and Finteusu Mic402;

 Noua Culture: Birboasa*?3, Nicoleni (fig. 25/1-2)304;

o Otomani Culture: Acds-Crasna, Pir, Sdcuieni, Silacea, Suplacu de
Barcaud05;

e Tei Culture: Bucuresti-B4neasat06, Bucuresti- 7es407, Ciscioarele- Valea
Cosarului (four feminin figurines discovered in a ritual pit - fig. 24)308
Gradistea?Y?, Mogosesti4!9, Novaci4!!;

e Verbicioara Culture: Vulturesti!2;

o Wietenberg Culture: Agristeu?13, Dersida (fig. 25/3), Feldioara, Nicoleni,
Sighisoara- Dealul Turcului, Telna414,

Why have we insisted upon some of the clay figurines or their fragments?
Even if they have been unearthed in settlements, either in the archaeological stratum
or in the complexes (dwellings, pits), they have evidently played an important role
for the bearers of the various BA cultures. Some can be considered to be
representations of the gods or were part of an assembly that enbodied the god. We
think here about the clay leg which was empty inside, found in the large dwelling of
the Tei settlement at Mogosesti (fig. 5)*15, a leg inside which, the same like in its
pair that was not found, the remains of the vegetal matter of the worshipped god
were kept. Other figurines could possibly protect their cwner or his family and
house of illnesses, perils etc. or brought him prosperity, rich crops, many and
healthy domestic animals, good fortune at hunting or battle. Some of the i1dols have
their head broken since the old times. Were they used for magical practises?

We have noticed that even today there are baked in the oven
anthropomorphic figurines made of dough. Would 1t not be possible to exist, even
in an altered condition, a connection, a pagan continuity that comes since the BA
and even older between the baking of the clay idols and the ones made of dough,
as found in some villages of today Romania?

2. Miniatural cultic tables:

In some cultures of the BA some miniatural tables have been found. They
have been evidently used in the cultic practises, probably on a large number of
them organic matter (various plants or seeds) being burnt.
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Such tables have been discovered in the following cultures:
e Glina Culture: Bucuresti-Bucurestii Noi (fig. 26/1-2)316, Bucuresti-
Fundeni3!7;

e Monteoru Culture: Sirata Monteoru- Cet4fuia*18,

3. Hearth rings:
e Wietenberg Culture: pieces with rectangular outline in the cross-section=
Cernat?!?, Sighisoara-Dealul Turculur420.

4. Feuerbocke:

Tudor Soroceanu??! considers that the majority of objects considered to be
weights, by their paste or poor quality, easily dissolvable into the water, haven't
been used for the fishing trawls, but, on the contrary, they had their certain role
near the hearths. Some finds that account for that are those identified at Bucuresti-
Cdfelu Nou, Mogosesti, Otomani-Ceftatea de Pamaint, Tampa, Viersand-Poarta
Luncii. La Silacea, a site of the Otomani Culture, in the third chamber of the
sanctuary, near the shrines, clay weights with a pyramid shape, horizontally
perforated towards their point*22 have been found.

Some other opinions include the pieces of this kind in the category of
weights for the loom, or counter-weights for fixing the vegetal roof of the
shelters423,

Out of the multiple finds, we mention:

e Monteoru Culture: Mandrisca®24;

e Mures (Periam-Pecica) Culture: Pecica (fig. 36/2), Periam (fig. 36/1)425;

e Nir Culture: Berea326;

e the Odaia Turcului Group: Odaia Turcului (fig. 36/3);

e Otomani Culture: Cehalut, Otomani-Celatea de Pimdént, Sacuieni,
Socodor, Virsand4?7;

e Suciu de Sus Culture: Berveni-R4tul Caprei (unearthed in pit no.
2/1984)428 Boinesti42%, Carei-Ferma [ A.S. Moftii?*30, Vad431:

o Tei Culture: Bucuresti-Cafelu Nou*32, Bucuresti-Lunca Birzesti433,
Bucuresti- Oropeni4334 Mogosesti435;

e Verbicioara Culture: Rogova*36, Viersani- Poarta Luncii437,

o Wietenberg Culture: Bagdu, Bistrifa-/CHV, Casinul Nou, Cetea, Deva,
Pauleni (fig. 36/4) etc.#38

F.2. The fire and the metal
1. General aspects:

The metalurgy of the Romanian Neolithic is characterized by a special
efervescence in the production of copper objects, especially in the intra-Carpathian
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zone where, probably, surface autochtonous deposits have been exploited?3?.
Subsequently, in the transitional pertod from the Aeneolithic to the BA a certain
decline of this activity has occured, a new ascending curve being identified just in
the phases Il and III of the Cotofeni Culture?49,

The artifacts made of copper would have a significant distribution in the
EBA. Yet, a new stage would appear, the one of copper exploitation from deep
underground deposits. According to Horia Ciugudean, the melted metal piece from
Livezile-Baia (with a content of 91,8% Cu, 7,2% Zn, 0,8% Fe, 0,1% Pb and 0,03%
As) 'proofs that at the chronological horizon which is represented by the Livezile
Group the stage of native copper exploitation has been overpassed, being made the
passing towards its extraction out of the local deposits 431,

Until recently, it was considered that the oldest bronze pieces in Romania
would be the axe of Dumbravioara type from the last layer of the Schneckenberg
Culture at Sfdntu Gheorghe (South-Eastern Transylvania - fig. 1/2) and two
buttons with spiral bars from an ochre grave at Glivinestii Vechi442. Yet, it was
raised the question if the pieces are local products or of Aegean origin. Zsolt
Székely considers that, in the case of the mentioned axe, we cannot talk about a
bronze piece but of another one, made of arsenic copper?43,

With the metalurgy of the BA on the Romanian territory have delt in more
ample, in strictly specialized studies or in less extended interventions a large
number of specialists, out of which we should mention Ioan Andritoiu, Nikolaus
Boroffka, Horia Ciugudean, Valeriu Leahu, Sebastian Morintz, Mircea Petrescu-
Dimbovita, Petre Roman, Mihai Rotea, Cristian Schuster, Zsolt Székely,
Alexandru Vulpe##4 etc.

For some BA cultures we have no certain account for the metalurgy practise.
Still, in turn, we have proofs that the bearers of those cultural manifestations have
used metal objects (copper, arsenic-copper, bronze, silver, gold) (for instance the
cultures: Schneckenberg#3: flat axes, flat axes with up raised edges, cross-shaped
axes, chisels, piercers, axes with transversal handle hole, daggers, pins with conical
head, bracelets; Soimus446: axe with transversal handle hole; Verbicioara37: celt
of Transylvanian type, sickles with hook-shaped handle etc.). Some of the bronze
pieces found in the settlements bear traces of secondary burning. Such an example
is a knife discovered at Sultana in Coslogeni milieu, having its surface with a green
crust, impregnated with ash448,

2. Workshops:

As pointed by the presence of the lumps and bars in the deposits, but also in
some settlements or isolated finds, some small and stable or itinerant workshops
must have functioned in the north-western part of Romania, probably in order to
produce bronze objects?4?. This is not an isolated fact, but specific to almost the
entire teritory of Romania4>0,
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According to the opinion of Florin Gogiltan43!, the workshops have
satisfied the community necessities, the exceeding products being destined for
exchange. He considers that the existence of itinerant handicraftsman can be
supposed but practically, it is hard to be proven.

Other specialists, whose opinion we share, consider that it surely existed a
professional stratification. The metal working has been strictly done by specialized
persons who served several communities. Sometimes they were constrained to
move from one place to another, in 4 more or less extended range, in order to get
to various settlements.

2.1. Bronze lumps/melted bronze/slag/remains from moulding:

Generally, they have a rounded or oval shape, they are flat, having more or
less bulging sides, fact which is closely tied with the recipient into which the fluid
metal has been recovered. Some pieces have irregular shapes, some of them even
having a strange shape*>2,

e the Bideni III-Deva horizon: Pilatca-7Togu/ lui Mandru,sca (the
discovery here of an anvil with a cylindrical shape, with a weight of 2,260 kg,
having a longitudinal perforation that crosses most of its body, with a surface
furrowed by shallow cuts, with the lengts of 0,057 m, which is probably a
handicraft mark, together with a massive bronze lump, with a weight of 2,150 kg,
a diameter of 0,117 m and a maximal height of 0,038 m points to the existence of
a workshop here; the anvil has been used attached on a base made of wood, horn
or antler)#33;

e Coslogeni Culture: Ulmu (pieces of metal slag have been uncovered,
which would indicate the existence of a metalurgical activity in the settlement)#34,
Gradistea-Coslogeni (in this settlement, in a rounded pit, a fragmented plaque of
bumnt clay, ceramics, walls exfoliations determined by the heat of fire, ash, few
fragments of slag have been unearthed some of the objects having a plastic
deformation due to the high temperature they underwent; the plaque fragments are
pierced; both the mentioned fragments and the slag, some trickling even on the
smoothing of some wall fragments, have allowed the authors of the investigation
to discuss about an installation very probably employed in the metalurgical
activity; as resulted from the metalograrhical analysis, a percentage of Fe,O5 has
been identified, that varied between 0,52% and 15,17%; this would indicate the
respective slag as resulting from an iron alloys elaboration process, fact which
questions the assignement of the mientioned instaliation to the LBA)335;

o the Cugir-Band Group: Cugir-Pirdul Bugului (16 fragmentary bronze
lumps and more than 200 fragments of melted metal have belonged to a deposit
also consisting of three clay vases that contained bronze and gold objects)336;
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o the Livezile Group: Livezile-Bara (a melted piece of metal has been
unearthed, containing 92% Cu and 7% Zn, that, in the opinion of Horia Ciugudcan
"points with much probability to the surpassing of the phase when native copper
has been processed and to the passing towards its extraction from complex ores,
inside which the copper was associated with the zinc )37,

e Monteoru Culture: Naeni-Zanoaga (near the hearths no. 1 and 4 in the site
Cetdtuia I, in a possible workshop, several metal slag pieces have been found)?*38;

e Mures (Periam-Pecica) Culture: Pecica-Sanful Mare (fig. 37/3, 6, 10-12);
two pieces of crude bronze and six fragments of remains from moulding*59;

e Noua Culture: Bozia Noud (in a bronze deposit, three pieces of native
bronze)*6Y;

o Wietenberg Culture: Cetea%6l; Chintelnic462; Perisor (flat-convex lump
and few others smaller that this)#63, Simleul Silvaniei464; Unirea (three lumps, out
of which the small one had in composition 90,66% copper and 9,34% tin)465;

e BA without being possible to clearly indicate its belonging to a culture:
Balsa (deposit of the Uriu-Domanesti series, found in the cave Pratra Suncuiusului;
it comprised among others, two pieces of crude bronze)466, Bileni (deposit of the
Résesti-Bileni series, comprising four moulding remains)*¢7, Bitarci (in a deposit
consisting in 48 bronze and gold objects, eight bronze lumps have been also
identified)368, Bozia (in a deposit have been noticed two pieces of crude bronze
100)469, Carei (fig. 37/7-9; deposit that consisted in several lumps)?70, Ciuas (in
the deposit no. 2 three bronze lumps have been also found)*7!, Constanta- Pa/as
(fig. 37/1; deposit of the Nicolae Balcescu-Gura Dobrogei series that also
comprised two bronze lumps)472, Criciunesti (in the deposit have been unearthed
four bronze fumps)*73, Curtuiuseni (in the deposit found on the spot Urgés have
been also found two bronze lumps; from the same place comes another bronze
lump 100)*74, Dobra- Dealul Acds (here a big bronze lump has been discovered)?7>,
Domanesti (deposit consisting in 357 objects, out of which 6 were bronze
lumps)476, Ghermanesti (fig. 37/2; deposit comprising also three pieces of crude
bronze)4?7, Gura Dobrogei (out of the deposit a piece of crude bronze was
part)378, Jibou (pieces of crude bronze that have been melted together with five
axes)379, Lipus (deposit that also comprised a fragment of lump)480, Marca
(deposit comprising also a fragmentary bronze lump)*8!, Panticeu (fig. 37/5; a
core resulted from a chisel moulding and a moulding remain)*82, Prilog (the
deposit contained also eight bronze lumps)*83, Ruginoasa (a piece of crude bronze
was part of a deposit consisting in object made of the same metal)384, Sacuieni
(deposit that also contains two bronze lumps)485, Seleus (deposit with 17 pieces of
crude bronze)#86, Tomesti (a crude bronze remain found in a deposit)*¥7, Turda
(fig. 37/4; the former Turda county, the site is unknown, three bronze lumps)483,
Uriu (deposit with four bronze lumps)*8, Valea Largi (in the bronze deposit five
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lumps of the same metal have been uncovered)??Y, Valea Iui Mihai (in the deposit
no. 1 eighteen lumps have been found, in the deposit no. 1 one lump, in the deposit
no. 3 two bronze lumps have been discovered)*91.

2.2. Tools employed for moulding:

2.2.1. Mould (fig. 38, 39):

2.2.1.a. Made of stone:

e Coslogeni Culture: Gradistea-Coslogeni (bivalve moulds for celts,
harpoons and rings)492;

e Monteoru Culture: Ndeni-Zanoaga near the hearths no. 1 and 4 in the site
at Cetdfuwia I, in a possible workshop and in the surface S.I.H., several gritstone
moulds have been discovered)493;

e Mures (Pecica-Periam) Culture: Pecica-Sanful Mare (28 moulds, many of
them being made of stone)#94, Sannicolaul Mare#95;

e Noua Culture: Dobric (made of gritsone)496, Gura Hulubatului (moulds
for circular adnorment or hamess pieces)*®7, Oglinzi-Fafa Slatinei (iwo moulds
made of greenish gritstones, with the grooved part being blackened due to the
contact with the metal)¥3, Popeni-Cherchez (the valve made of mould gritstone
for celts and a mould fragment made of gritstone for adornments)#%?;

e Otomani Culture: Beltiug- 7evelr (fragmentary piece as part of a bronze
deposit)>Y0, Berea- Togul Evreului (2 pairs and a separate valve)30! Berea-
Bodzds3Y2, Cehalut- Campul Mic (twe mould valves and a semi-processed one)>Y3,
Ciumesti-F4ntdna Pisunii (deposit of 15 valves)3%4, Ciumesti- Pongrds (isolated
fmd)305 Domadnesti (in the bronze deposit no. 1 a valve has been dm.overed)’o6
Otomani-Cefatea de Pimint (in the settlement)®%7 Otomani-Cefdfuia (in the
seltlement)?08 Pir (in the settlement)3Y9;

e Suciu de Sus Culture: Culciu Mic319;

o Tei Culture: Bucuresti-Cemica (two valves)>!1, Butimanu (one mould)312,
Fratesti (three fragmentary valves);

o Wietenberg Culture: Cetea’!3, Dersida14, Fantanele-Dimbu/ Popiis's,
Feldioara®!®, Gherla-Peitris317, Nicoleni’'8 Oarta de Sus-Ghiile Botii319 Tureni-
Carierg 320,

e BA, without a certain cultural assignement: Logresti-Mosteni>2!, Rusu de
Jos = Beclean (deposit consisting in three moulds)322

2.2.1.b. Moulds made of clay:

o the Cornesti-Crvenka Group: Satu Mare523;

e Mures (Pecica-Periam) Culture: Pecica-Sanful Mare (several pieces)’4;

e Noua Culture: Girbovi325, Holboca (14 fragments)326, Nicoleni’27,
Rotbav valve (fragment)328, Sopteriu-La Romonfi (vitrified mould)529;
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e Otomani Culture: Ciumesti-Fdntina Pisunii (in the northern comer of a
construction a deposit comprising 15 mould valves made of burnt clay have been
also found)339;

e Wietenberg Culture: Eliseni®3!, Lapus (three valves)332, Nicoleni’33,
Sfantu Gheorghe-Pe Ses>34.

2.2.2. Spoons:

e Monteoru Culture: Naeni-Zdanoaga (near the hearths no. 1 and 4 in the site
at Cetdfuia I, in a possible workshop, a spoon has been unearthed)333;

e Noua Culture: Peteni (a spoon made of clay has been found)336.

2.2.3. Crucible:

e Glina Culture: Valea lasului337;

e Monteoru Culture: Ndeni-Z4noaga (near the hearths no. 1 and 4 in the site
at Cetdfuia I, in a possible workshop, several fragments of small crucible vases
have been discovered)>38;

e Verbicioara Culture: Dobra (crucible with metal traces)>3%, Rogova (fig.
27/1-2; two possible crucibles)349;

e Wietenberg Culture: Dersida33!, Sighisoara-Dealul Turcului (crucible
with oblique walls and pointed base, bearing traces of the melted metal - bronze or
copper)>*2, Simleul-Silvaniei (a piece with vitrified walls)>43.

2.2.2.4. Tuyéres:
e Wietenberg Culture: Dersida’44, Feldioara3*>, Gherla- Petris 346, Livezile-
Obiérsie>*7, Sighisoara-Dealul Turcului>38,

I'.3. The fire and the salt

Romania has allways been and still is a country rich in salt resources. In the
BA, the same like in all historical times, those who controlled the salt deposits
could possess an extremely precious export ware. It allowed the practising of a
very active products exchange, on a wide area and with populations located at a
considerably long distance. Thus, some of the most valuable objects could be
accumulated. For the Romanian BA, an eloquent example in this sense is, as
shown by the archaeological investigations, the site of the Monteoru Culture at
Sarata Monteoru49,

At Lunca-Porana Slatinei (fig. 16) the communities in that area, respectively
on the Moldova Valley and Neamt depression, have come to produce salt out of
the salted water of the springs, using the procedure of boiling it up to the mash
condition and afterwards of its drying in vases put on the hearths>3®. For the BA
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there are important the depositions in the zone A. Here have been identified three
main layers of that time33!, belonging to the Lunca cultural aspect, to the Costisa
and Noua cultures. For the first manifestation, just some hearth remains without
well defined structures have been uncovered332. In turn, for the Costisa
Culture333, even if hearths in their classical sense have not been discovered, some
remnants of open pyres have been found, for which account some surfaces of
blackish or reddened burnt ground, with ceramic fragments around.

In the Noua554 layer three hearths have been investigated, all of them larger
than 1sqm, raised upon a great number of flat river stones. The fire installations
and the area in their imediate surroundings, have been covered with a remarcable
quantity of ash, red burnt clay and charcoals. It seems that most intensly used was
the hearth no. 3 (diameter 1,40/1,20 m), because it was more compact, being also
possible to observe the remnants of a red burnt sticking plaster.

The salt has been also exploited at Ocnele Mari-Zdup355, where the
archaeological investigations have allowed the observation that in the BA it was
practised the drying of the salt on the hearths, in certain recipients which were
subsequently removed by being broken, thus being obtained the briquetted salt,
this ultimate condition facilitating its more easily transportation.

I.4. The fire and the agriculture

In order to obtain larger agricultural terrains, given that the majority of the
Romanian regions were forested at that time, it was often used the slash-and-bum
techique (a similar technique was employed for the settlements establishing). We
give here the examples in the following cultural milieus:

e Monteoru Culture: Cirlomanesti (between the phases IC4 and IC3 of the
culture a deforestation process occured, very probable by burning the forest -
comprising mostly decidous trees, out of which the elm detained 10,1%, the oak
7%, the hornbeam?>36 4,8% - which seems to have aimed at the extension of the
ground for vegetables cultivation, because this is the moment when the curve for
the Chenopodiaceae is progresively ascending, being represented by orrach337 =
Atriplex sp., spinach = Chenopodium sp., beet = Beta sp.)>38,

o EBA: Carei-Bobald ("between the layer of the Early Bronze Age (Nir Il-
Sanisldu) and the one that overlapped it, a burning and an ash deposition could be
observed, that indicated the setting to fire of the vegetation at that level"35%; 11 is
possible that the mentioned fire could be connected with burnings initiated in order
to obtain new terrains for agriculiture).
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G. The firc and the plants

I. Plant remains burnt in the adobe:

In order to provide an adequate consistence to the earth employed for
sticking the constructions walls, in the composition homogenized with water, the
remnants of some cereals, their chaff or various herbs have been included. Also,
the ruminant manure that was included in the composition of the clay, contained
vegetal remains. In the once burnt constructions, the traces of those plants
remained impressed into the adobe pieces. In those fragments we also find the
imprints of the wooden part of the houses skeleton or the reed wickerworks which
have been employed for the walls.

II. Charred plant remains (especially seeds):

According to some specialists, the seeds and chaff have just accidentally got
in contact with the fire. They have been found in the dwellings destroyed by blaze,
in the archaeological stratum, reaching there by the wind after being bumt, in
domestic pits, where they have been thrown because they were not useful
anymore for the food preparation or in storage jars, where the fire has extended
once the closest dwelling or settlement have been set to fire.

Other researchers consider that the the method of cereal concervation by
buming existed, especially for the species 7riticum monococcum and Triticum
spelia. It is possible that the cereal ears must have been dried into the oven before
being threshed>0. At Sirata Monteoru, in the cultic place B, that belonged to the
Monteoru culture, charred seeds have been discovered, being intentionally bumt
on the occasion of some magical-religious practises.

For the BA on Romania's terrritory, there are differential finds of vegetal
remains, that account for the fact that the mentioned plants have been employed
for the food preparation for people. The documentation for the eastern Romania
that previously was rather rich>®! is missing now; yet, it exists in southern and
western parts of the country. This fact can be determined both by the stage of
investigation and by the settling in the eastern regions of Romania of the
communities belonging to the Noua-Coslogeni cultural complex, starting with the
MBA. As pointed out by the archaeological investigations and archaeozoological
studies, they, have practised the cattle breeding as their main economical activity.

The BA populations used to collect, to cultivate, to use and consume various
plants362 (some crude, some smashed, some scalded, baked or boiled as soups or
mashes etc.), like cereals belonging to the genus 7riticum (monococcum - finds at
Carei, Carlomdnesti, Oarfa de Sus, Otomani, Sdrata Monteoru; cf. dicoccoides -
Carei; dicoccum - Oarta de Sus, Otomani, Sarata Monteoru; durum - Oarta de Sus,
spelta - Carlomanesti, Sdrata Monteoru; aestivum (vulgare) - Carei, Carlomanesti,
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Oarta de Sus, Otomani, Sirata Monteoru), genus Hordeum (vulgare vulgare -
Carei, Mediesul Aurit, Oarfa de Sus, Sirata Monteoru), Secale (cereale -
Carlomanesti, Oarta de Sus), species Panicum miliaceum (Odaia Turcului,
Sinzieni), Setaria (viridis - Odaia Turcului), vegetables (Piswn satiwun ssp. arvense
- Sarata Monteoru; Vicia ervilia - Sirata Monteoru), plants used for their oils or
fibers (Camelia sativa - Sirata Monteoru), some wild plants, out of which some are
being used (consumed) by people (Chenopodium album - Odaia Turculwm -
together with millet; Rumex acetosella - Carei, Oarta de Sus; Polygonuun
covolvulus - Sarata Monteoru, Sanzieni), trees and shrubs (Pinus silvesiris -
Mil3jet).

Out of the BA sites with finds of charred seeds, we mention here:

1. In the dwellings of:

e the Monteoru Culture: Sirata Monteoru (out of a construction inves-
tigated in 1952 have been recovered 5700 seeds of Hordewmn vulgare and a singic
seed of Triticumn cf. dicoccumn; out of another dwelling have been recovered 2005
seeds of 7riticum monococcun = 1,3%, T. dicoccumn = 90%, T. cf. spelta = 6,4%,
Hordeum vulgare vulgare = 1,4%, Pisum sativum ssp. arvense = 1,1%)303,

e the Otomani Culture: Carei-Bobald (from the floor of the dwelling in
section 111/1988 three heaps of charred seeds, in weight of about 1 kg364 have been
recovered; there is a possibility that they could have initially been deposed into
vessels; the paleobotanic analysis has identified the following species: Triticuin
monococcum = 0,4%, T. cf. dicoccoides = 0,3 %, T. dicoccuimn = 22,7%,
1. aestiviun = 1,1%, T. spsp. = 1,6%, Hordewn vulgare = 73,4%, Bromus sp. =
0,1%, Rumex acetosella = 0,1%)363, Mediesul Aurit (under the platform of 2
dwelling a wheat deposit has been uncovered - Triticun dicoccumn)>%%, Otomani-
Cetatea de Pamant (in section 13, square 19, at the depth of 1,60 m, from the floor
of a surface dwelling seeds of Triticuun monococcum = 2,2%, T. dicoccuun:
88,5%, T cf spelta =9,3%)%67 have been collected.

2. In the pits: :

e Monteoru Culture: Candesti-Coasta Banului (in a large dish, discovered
in a pit charred wheat grains have been found)>¢%, Carlomanesti (in the complex
43 grains of Triticuun monococcun = 2,4%, 1. dicoccum = 6,7%, T. cf spelta =
36,6%, 1. aestivum = 30,5%, T. cf durum =22,6%, Secale cereale = 0,6%, Pisum
cf. elatius = 0,6%)%% have been unearthed;

o the Odaia Turcului Group: Odaia Turcului in the pit 30/1985 pressed
chaff of Panicum miliaceum, Setaria sp. (cf viridis) and Chenopodium370 seeds
have been identified;

o Wietenberg Culture: Cluj-Napoca (in the ritual pit found there charred
seeds of Triticurn monococcum, Triticum aestivum L ssp vulgaris, Fagopyrus
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sagitattun, Sesamun indicum L, Cicer arietimum)>?! have been unearthed, Oarta
de Sus (in 1980 a significant sample of seeds has been discovered that, excepting a
single seed of Bromus sp., have all belonged to the Triticum dicoccum species; in
the pit C/1981 a sample of 468 grains of Triticun dicoccun = 2,4% and Hordeum
vulgare vulgare = 97,6% have been discovered; in the pit J/1984, possibly a
domestic one, 575 seeds belonging to 7riticum monococcum = 0,9%,
I dicoccum = 22,5%, T. aestivum=13%, T. cf durum=0,99%, T. sp. = 11,8%.,
Hordeum vulgare = 43,2%, H. vulgare nudumn = 0,2%, Secale cf. cereale = 0,2%,
Chenopodium sp. = 12%, Galium cf. spurium = 0,2%, Poa sp. = 0,5%, Rumex cf.
acetosella = 0,3%)°72 have been identified.

3. Recovered from other spaces:

e Monteoru Culture: Mdndastioara-Terchesti (on the altar table charred
wheat and millet grains have been discovered, being covered with a cup having its
mouth downwards)>73, Nastdseni (upon the gravel platform stuck with clay and
upon the altar-hearth situated in its center, charred wheat grains have been
found)374, Sarata Monteoru (in a cultic installation - Complex B - several seed
agglomerations of Calina sativa>’> have been found);

e Otomani Culture: Mediesul Aurit (out of a layer assigned to the phase I-11
of the culture), over 500 grains of Hordeun vulgare>76 have been recovered;

e Wietenberg Culture: Oarfa de Sus (wild spinach and monk's rhubarb)377,

H. The fire and the animals

Evidently, most of the animal osteological remains uncovered in the BA
settlements resulted from boiled foods. Some other part of them has been probably
fried or roasted. Out of the two latter categories, where we have certain proofs that
the bones has got in direct contact with the fire, we mention:

1. Burnt osteological remains from domestic animals:

e Coslogeni Culture: Gridistea Coslogeni (on the hearth of the oven no. 3
cremated osteological remnants have been discovered, probably coming from
domestic animals)>78;

e Girla Mare Culture: Izvoarele (in the pit of the deepened dwelling no.2,
osteological remains coming from bovids, suids, birds and fishes)37% have been
found, some of them being burnt,

o the Livezile Group: Livezile-Baia (some bones bear a pigmentation that
varies from reddish to black, charred fragments being also found; thus, the sample
coming from the section III, at the depth of 0,50-0,70 m, bore a reddish
pigmentation, the same as some bones in the section IA; out of the section S I, two
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charred bone fragments of caprovines together with the burnt proximal part of a
bovid metacarpal bone have been found; in the deepened dwelling 1/1994 four
bumnt bone fragments and a left part of a bovid mandible have been uncovered;
there was also a caprovine tibia, bearing burning traces)380;

e Monteoru Culture: Manastioara-Fitionesti (arranged in a circle near the
stone platform beside the aitar-hearth, burnt animal bones have been discovered,
probabily coming from caprovines)38!;

e out of the BA, without an exact cultural assignement: Bicaci (out of the
bronze deposit found here a charred bone has been recovered, belonging to an
undeterminable species)382.

2. Burnt osteological remains coming from wild animals:

There are few accounts for that. Such exaniples could be those two wild
boar bones (?), partly burnt, identified in the Tei settlement at Mironesti-La Panait
(dwelling no. 1). At Rogova-La Cazdrmi (Verbicioara Culture) a low percentage
of bones bear traces of contact with the fire, shaped as reddish or blackish spots;
out of these, we mention a burnt right ulna belonging to an adult hare>83,

NOTES

. Roman 1976a; Roman 1986.

2. Roman 1986.

3. Among those who employ the chronology of Petre Roman (some of them
evidently with some own nuances) we mention here Horia Ciugudean (1996), Zsoli
Szekely (1997a), Schuster (1997) etc.

4. Vulpe 1995; Vulpe 1997.

5. Among others see Bader 1978; Soroceanu 1991; Florescu 1991; Andrifoiu 1992;
Boroftka 1994; Schuster 1998.

6. For more ample references upon this topic see Leahu 1992; Guma 1995; Vulpe
1996, Schuster 1996¢; Schuster 1996d; Palincas 1996; Palincas 1997; Laszlo 1998;
Schuster 2000; Schuster, Popa 2000: 131sqq.; etc.

7. Regarding some environment aspects see Ciugudean 1996; Schuster 1997;
Székely 1997; Gogéltan 1999;

8. Some aspects of these issues have been tackled by Schuster, Popa 2000: 95-97.

9. For all these fire forms see Kernbach 1995: 200 sqq.

10. Wunenburger 2000: 62.

11. Wunenberg 2000: 62-64.

12. For the various BA manifestations see: the Copdceni Cultural Group: Rotea
1993; Ciugudean 1996; the Glina Culture: Roman 1976; Schuster 1995a; Schuster 1996a;
Schuster 1997; the Iernut Cultural Group: Ciugudean 1996; the Livezile Cultural Group:
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Ciugudean 1996; the Otomani Culture: Bader 1978; the Schneckenberg Culture: Székely
19974; the Suciu de Sus Culture: Bader 1978; the Soimus Cultural Group: Ciugudean
1996, the Tei Culture: Leahu 1966; Schuster, Popa 2000; the Wietenberg Culture:
Boroftka 1994; etc.

13.As concerns the fortified settlements belonging to the various cultures
communities of the BA on the territory of Romania, we mention, without giving here a
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Fitionesti, Sarata Monteoru etc.: Florescu and Constantinescu 1967b: 61sqq.; Florescu and
Buzdugan 1972: 103sqq.; Florescu, Florescu 1983; Florescu 1985: 7sqq.; Zahana 1990:
23sq; the Otomani Culture - Chegereu, Otomani-Cetdture, Salacea-Dealul Vida, Silindru,
Simian, Tarcea, Vasad: Bader 1978: 33 and pl. IX/A/a; the Wietenberg Culture (the
fortified settlements in the area of this culture represent 3% out of the total number of sites)
- Bernadea, Cluj-Napoca-Str. Cireselor nr. 55, Coldau, Dealu, Filias, Laslea, Liteni, Lu-
toasa, Oarfa de Sus, Porumbenii Mici, Racul, Sighisoara, Turea, Turia: Boroftka 1994: 100.

14. Cioflan, Maschio 2000: 10.

15. In the old specialized literature, the site at Pauleni was known under the
toponymic of Ciomortan. As regards the tower (or gate?) see Cavruc, Dumitroaia 2000:
131sq. and pl. II; IV,

16. Boroffka 1994: 87; Székely 1999.

17. Boroftka 1994: 32.

18. Palincas 1997: 175sqq.

19. Chicideanu 1994: 280.

20. This kind of settlements have been uncovered at Albesti, Andrieseni, Barboasa,
Baneasa, Barlad-Dealul lui llie and Valea Seacd, Blagesti-Dealul Brezina, Brezina and
Répa Frasinului, Bodeasa, Bodestii de Jos, Bogdana- Vo/oseni, Bogdanesti, Borlesti, Bozia
Noua, Bulbucani, Cavindesti, Cildrasi, Chircesti, Ciughinea, Coménesti, Corladteni, Cornii
de Sus, Crasna, Curteni, Dancu, Davideni, Dodesti, Draguseni, Dumestii Noi, Epureni,
Fedesti, Fichiteni, Gaiceana, Giurcani Garbovidf, Glavdnestii Vechi, Gropnifa, Havarna,
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Totoesti, Trestiana, Trusesti, Tafu, Ungheni, Untesti, Urdesti- 74drg, Valea Lupulu
(Florescu 1991: 24sqq.).

21. Andolina, Gradistea-Coslogeni, Crasani, Jegilia, Lupsanu, Stejaru, Ulmu
(Morintz 1978: 122sqq.; Florescu 1991: 146-154).

22. A Tet zolnikr has been investigated at Novaci, cf. Vulpe 1964: 319. V. Leahu
(1966: 51) believes this was not a classical cinderer. |

23. Zolnikr at Peteni (Florescu 1991: 100) and Unghem (Andritoiu, Vasiliev 1993:
102).

24. Florescu, Rugina, Vicoveanu 1967: 76.
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Schuster 1997: 29-33; the Jigodin Cultural Group: Roman, Pal, Csaba 1973: 562; the
Livezile Cultural Group: Ciugudean 1996: 80; the Otomani Culture: Bader 1978; the
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29. Paul 1995: 195; Andritoiu-1996: 109.

30. Constantiniu and Panait 1963: 302; Schuster 1997: 34 and fig. 17/1.

31. Florescu, Nicy, Radulescu 1971: 159 with footnote 10.

32. Florescu, Capitanu 1969: 58.

33. Szekely 1957: 157; Comsa 1991: 22.

34. Tico 1981: 250.

35. Berciu 1961: 128.

36. Bassa 1968: 15.

37. Motzoi-Chicideanu and Sandor-Chicideanu 1999: 75 and fig. 12.

38. Motzoi-Chicideanu and Sandor-Chicideanu 1999: 68 and fig. 7.

39. Németi 1997: 124,

40. Schuster, Popa 1997: 64; Schuster, Popa 2000: 38 and fig. §; 7.

41. Boroftka 1994: 169.
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43. DEX 1996: 1148.
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Chapter III
THE CONNECTION BETWEEN THE FIRE
AND THE AFTER LIFE OF THE BA PEOPLE!

A. General considerations about cremation

Cremation has sporadically appeared in the southern Balkan Peninsula, in
the Proto-Sesklo Culture (Soufli Magula). At Gura Baciului in western Romania
where the settlement is contemporary with the Proto-Sesklo Culture, one of the 7
burials found until now was a cremation one. While the neolithisation process has
covered larger and larger territories, the cremation rite has also spread in various
material cultures. Then, the burials have been grouped in necropolises, especially
in the cultures that followed the Linear Ceramic Culture in Central Europe (e.g.
Lengyel). In that time span has been dated the burial unearthed at Suplacu de
Barcau. During the second half of the 4th millenium, the first penetrations of
steppe populations have led to the cultural restructuring and formation of new
civilizations (Cernavodi I, Bodrogkerestur)?. Thus, in the final Aeneolithic, in
the western part of Romania is documented the Cotofeni Culture where, besides
the inhumation, the cremation rite apears too3. It seems that, in that case,
cremation comes, the same like in the neighboring Baden Culture, from a series of
ethnic-cultural elements originating in Central Europe. In the eastern regions of
Romania, cremation has penetrated after the end of the Cucuteni-Tripolie Culture,
the depositions being made in urns or simple pits. Some influences which brought
their contribution to the diffusion process towards the Eastern Europe were
represented by the bearers of the Schnurverziertekeramik and the Globular
Amphorae Cultures. A cemetery with cremation burials has been studied at
Suceava. The interments contained remnants of the cremated individuals together
with their inventory, especially consisting of ceramic fragments recovered from
the pyred. .

The ethnic-cultural syntheses of the Aeneolithic, that manifested themselves
by practising the cremation in tumuli, would became more and more frequent
during the Early and Middle BA. Such an example would be the Costisa Culture,
where some burials combined a diversity of cultural elements, like: cremation,
tumuli and stone cists, the latter being taken over from the bearers of the Globular
Amphorae Culture. A certain find of this kind has been made at §erbénesti and a
probable one at Borlesti. Also, at Hartop was discovered a possible tumulus
destroyed by sliding grounds and containing a stone cist and cremated remnants>.

In the EBA there have been found some cremation burials south of the
Carpathians, in the Glina, Schneckenberg and the so-called horizon of the cist
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burials. In South-Eastern Transylvania cremation existed im a cist grave, under a
Tumulus. In the north-western part of the same historical province, this funerary
rite has been identified in the Makoé and Nir civilizations. Subsequently, the
weight of cremation has grown, so that, in cultures like Garla Mare (which 1s part
of the urn field culture), from Oltenia cremation is exclusively practised, while in
others, like Wietenberg, even if cremation is frequently used, there are also
inhumed skeletons. These latter ones, by taking into account the archaeological
context, are considered to be human sacrifices. Also in the MBA, cremation is well
documented in Romania but, in the necropolis from Streda (Slowakia) belonging
to the same cultural range, the mentioned funerary rite detains 52%°.

Referring to the sprituality of those communities, that would explain the
appearance and distribution of the cremation, we could say that, starting from the
transitional period from the Neolithic to the BA, both by foreign intrusion and
inner evolution of the communities, a great change has gradually occured in the
religious beliefs. It resulted in the spreading of cremation on a higher and higher
range. Thus, as pointed out by lon Nestor, “the distruction of the corpse by burning
(in most cases including the given offerings too!) is based, of course, on another
perspective upon the relation between the material cover and its "double", its
"shadow’, more or less material, of the human being. This aspect of the matter
must be kept in mind when discussing about this rite, for which the opinions are
varying from a purely utilitarian interpretation (hygene reasons) and up to the
spiritualist one (a new "religion", with abstract-spiritual character)"’.

Together with this change, which became evident in the cemeteries, it was
adopted the cult of the sun, that lateron would became the most important one in
the BA of Romania and in subsequent historical periods. There is still a debate
among specialists, concerning the possibility to exist a figurative representation of
the patron divinity, namely the sun, embodied in a human body, even if solar disks
and figurines are already found. The separation of the soul from the body and its
raising towards the sky, towards the sun, was probably considered 1o have
facilitated the contact with the divinity and, in some cases, to attract its
benevolence, if the entiere funerary ritual was accuratel accomplished.

In Romania, cremation has manifested itself in various aspects.

As concerns the heat of bumning, we could consider that sometimes the dead
were lesser or more intensely burnt, fact which is pointed out by the colour of the
bone remnants.

As to these degrees of cremation, we should say that we have:

a) an intense cremation when the human or animal bones are being charred
and strongly put out of shape. Their colour varies from bluish-grey to white. The
white colour indicate their long exposure to a high temperature,
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b) below 800 C degrees, the burning of the matter remains incomplete.

¢) a shight cremation, when the bones undergo the heating of the tire n a
lesser degree. In this case, scorching or smoking appears to a lesser degree and the
shape of the bone is preserved.

Besides, the cremation process might affect the entire body or just a part of
it. Thus, a partial cremation occures8. One of the oldest finds of this kind in
Romania has been mentioned by Teutsch in 1899. He discovered near Brasov a
cist burial in which the remains of the skeletons have been partly burnt®.

As concemns the fracture pattern, an experiment performed by Baby (1954)
and Binford (1963) has proved that cremating the flash covered bones or dried
bones, provides a different fracture pattern. Thus, the dried bones, when being
bumt, cracking and longitudinal splitting appear at their surface, without warping
or twisting. On the contrary, the flash covered bones gives curved transverse
fracture lines, longitudinal splitting and marked warping.

Another important indication we can obtain from the study of cremated
bones burning degree is the position of the dead upon the pyre. Thus, the bones
located towards the center of the body are of white colour and very warped, while
those at the margins, namely the head and foot are blackened and slightly
scarched, due to the fact that they underwent a lesser heat. Also, the combustion is
complete at the dorsal bones in comparison with the ventral ones. This shows that
the dead was set in an either extended positionon on its back upon the pyre, or on
its stomach undemeath the pyre !9,

Some burials containing urns with unburnt children skeletons, unearthed in
Hungary (at Deszk) and Romania (at Pir!l) have been interpreted during the '40s
by I. Foltiny as a transitional stage between inhumation and cremation!2. In time,
it was proven that this hypothesis was not justified, as in a close range of the
Mures Culture, in cemeteries like Mokrin and Ostrojicevo, but also in Bulgaria!3,
several such burials have been found, being probably a specific ritual, adapted to a
certain age group (children) or death conditions!4. J. Németi considers this kind of
burials to have a southern origin. They are also found in Mesopotamia, Anatolia,
Greece, but also in Spain!3.

B. The pyres

One of the most important elements that make possibile the cremation is the
pyre. Some interesting structures of this kind have been discovered in the
Monteoru Culture, one of the civilisations whose existence has practically
developed all along the BA.

The pyres unearthed by now, belong to the following categories:
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1. Cormmunity pyres
The most relevant example for this first kind of pyre is the one unearthed on

the spot Poiana Scorusului, from Sarata Monteoru, the éponimic locality of the
culture (fig. 23). It consisted of a large stone platform with a surface of more than
125 sqm, with a stone socle, hardened with clay and succesive pavements made of
stone. On one side, above the pavement stones there were found the breakings of a
wall, made of a wooden structure (consisting of beams and thick wattle) covered
with clay and straws. In the central part of the pyre there was a circle arch that
delimited a surface situated lower than the stone margins. Considering this
position of its components, it was presumed that the pyre was structured in steps.
In the central area there were bumt the dead of the community. Thus, segments of
skeletons in anatomical connection and some secondarily burnt objects have been
found. By observing the position of the bodies found at Sdrata Monteoru-Porana
Scorugului, 1t could be inferred that the individuals were placed in a crouched
position on the pyre, before being burnt!®, .

Yet, the cemetery in which the cremated corpses have been buried was not
found!?. In the other cultures of the BA, no similar pyre has been discovered by
now.

Considering the results of the latest excavations, the achaeologists Ion
Chicideanu-Motzoi and Monica Sandor-Chicideanu have considered that the so-
called funerary pyre might have been a cultic complex, while the human remnants
could have been remains of possible human sacrifices!8.

In the necropolis from Dumbrdvita, in the space destined for being
necropolis, an oval-shaped surface has been unearthed, being paved with stones
and covered with a stratum of charcoal and bearing traces of burning, being
probably used for the funerary ceremonies. Under the stone stratum a charriot
wheel has been found, emphasizing the symbolism of that space!?.

In the cemetery at Sibigeni have not been found clear traces of the place
where the dead were cremated. Yet, it is not excluded that a round-shaped hearth,
located in the western part of the settlement to have served for such a purpose (fig.
7/2). Its diameter was of 1,50 m. For this hypotheses accound the following: its
shape and dimensions, good preservation conditions, its location outside the
perimeter of the shelters and at the border of the settlement, its construction mode
(stones and ceramic fragments), the absence of the domestic remnants around it. In
the southern part of the hearth it was discovered a cylindrical pit, in which the
‘cremated debris from the hearth has been probably gathered. On that hearth it
could be cremated any individual in crouched position20. g

Also, in some burials in the necropolis discovered in Deva (e.g. burial no.
9), some pieces of adobe from the pyre have been found, together with the
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cremated bones, being probably gathered by chance, having no significance for the
funerary ritual?!. Yet, this is not a singular case22,

At Poduri-Dealul Ghindarulus a cremation burial has been found. In the ring
that was raised prior to that funerary complex and where the um has been buried,
there were traces of fire, probabily coming from the pyre23.

2. Family pyres

In the site at Candesti, a special kind of pyre has been unearthed. In the
stone ring no. 7, there was a rectamgular platform, which covered 23 sqm, half of
it being used as a family pyre. On that spot have been burnt the four members of

the family and afterwards they have been buried in small pits, located in the other
half of the ring (fig.11)24.

3. Individual pyres

These were not large and were placed at distance from the grave, near the
grave, on the stone ring, in the tumulus, or even inside the pit.

In the necropolis from Candesti, it was found a case when, during the
inhumation of an individual, another one was being burnt on the stone ring that
surrounded the pit. Its remnants were covered with a vessel placed with its mouth
downwards. Then, above the pit and pyre have been placed conglomerate stones
and big boulders. On the surface of the soil, after the inhumation of the mentioned
individual, right above the pit, a third individual was burnt and a stone mound or a
similar construction was being made23. Such burials appear in the central part of
the necropolis, where the rich interments existed.

Generally, the pyres, no matter if they were community, family or individual
ones, were located outside the settlement and necropolis. The funerary ceremonies
took place somewhere else and, afterwards, the remnants of the cremation were
brought and buried in the cemetery. Some authors presume that the burning of the
dead might have taken place in the necropolis too26. While the corpses were set to
fire, some sicative oils were thrown upon them, in order to assure a better burning.

C. The fire

This was one of the most important elements of the cremation rite. In
people, it aroused two oposite feelings: admiration and fear. Admiration because
of its glittering flames and confort of its heat and fear because of its destructive
capacity. Even if there are no certain accounts for that, we presume that a special
cult must have been dedicated to the fire2’?. In all cultic places there were found
traces of using it, in various rituals. The sacred fire was always alight during the
ceremonies, including the funerary ones.
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The sacred fire was playing different, but very important roles in the
funerary ceremonies: -

- it was a messenger of the community to the God,

- it smoothened the path of the soul of the dead towards the after world;

- it helped the soul to detach from the body of the dead;

- it was a mediator between the community and the ancestors whose help
was required in certain occasions;

- it had a purifying role28.

At Candesti, near some of the burials there was a small hearth, where the
offerings were burnt or periodically the fire was lighted (probably during the
various ceremonies) like in the case of the ring 129,

The burning of the pit walls30 was part of the purification ritual of the
burials. As found at Céandesti, a special interment pointed to a ritual of partial
cremation, used for a craftsman. Before the interment, the pit has been purified by
fire The dead has been deposed over the hot charcoals, evidently lacking the
intention of burnig the corpse. The fire has probabily destroyed the clothing of the
individual, but also affected the objects he had in a small bag that he wore nead the
hip (a bigger and a smaller chisel, a dagger, an arrow point). The content of the
bag has been found covered with charcoals and ash3!. The significance of this kind
of ritual could not be decoded.

D. The funerary ceremony

Cremation consisted in burning the deceased, together with some of his
goods and offerings, sometimes being accompanied by human and animal
sacrifices.

The dead has been placed upon the pyre, in either crouched of supined
position. The corpse was dressed, wore its adornments and amulets and sometimes
was accompanied by sacrified animals or humans. The fire was set and during the
cremation has been intensified by using some sicative oils32. During the time of
burning the corpse and afterwards, the funerary banquet took place. The pots and
dishes used for that purpose have been ritually broken and thrown into the fire.
This is why, in some sites there are found ceramic fragments, being strongly put
out of shape by the flames (e.g. Libotin)33. The same changes underwent the
adornments of the dead. In some burials there were not found the objects that
decorated the clothing or body of the dead but, the remnants bore bluish traces of
copper oxides.

After the end of cremation, the people have waited for the pyre to get
cooled. After that, they carefully gathered the dead remains and depésited them
into an urn. We don't know weather that receptacle was kept for some time before
being buried or was imediately interred. Of course, in the cases when other rituals
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were employed the cremated bones might have been spread onto the surface of the
soil, thrown into the wind or onto a water course34.

The remains of the cadaver were not worthless, because, they were usually
given a special care when being buried, so that the whole body should have been
represented. One such example could be found in the cemetery at Dumbravita
where, no matter the age or sex of the individuals the entire skeleton was
represented in the umn, with the single exception of the individual in M. 15, where
the long bones were missing. This might be due either to a special ritual, to their
damaging in time or, more probably, to an unintentional act, determined by the
friability specific for the infans I bones33. For example, in the necropolis from
Cama, it could be noticed that cremation has been employed in most of the cases
with an intense fire, that resulted in a strong fragmentation and deformation of the
bones. It could be pointed out a special care for gathering the remnants coming
from the skull, because its components, together with isolated teeth, are found in
all the urns, while the other parts of the body are not always present36. In other
cemeteries of the BA there were also situations when just few pieces of bones were
placed in the pit and then a symbolic burial occured.

E. The soul of the dead

The conceptions regarding the soul location into the human body have
varied from one historical time to another and sometimes even from one
community to another3’.

As we have already seen, in the BA and subsequently, up to the recent
times, by the change that occured in the magical-religious conceptions, it could be
noticed the duality of the human being. Thus, any individual was and is considered
to have a body and a soul. The latter, being of a more or less material essence, is
very vulnerable and must always have a shelter. During the cremation of the
corpses the soul, would more easily detach from the body, flying towards the sky,
sometimes being a mediator for establishing contacts between the community and
divinity.

In the old times Romania, according to the rituals employed in the
archaeological finds, we can presume that the soul was located in the head
(possibly but not compulsory in the brain). This interpretation would explain the
special care given to the skulls, both at inhumed and cremated individuals. The
spirit and powers of the ancestors have probably accumulated into the head. In
some natural populations, it could be noticed the custom of eating the brain of the
enemies for destroying their soul and forces. Also, other communities used the
heads as amulets, after taking out their bones and brain and making some
conservation treatments upon the remaining skin38. Another fact that accounts for
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that ideea is the observation that the cremated skull bones are carefully recovered,
excepting the ritual practises in which the head needed to be cut away.

Few examples regarding the care given to the burying of the skull we find in
the Romanian BA. Thus, in the tumular necropolis at Poiana Ampoiului, in the
mantle of a mound, a skull surrounded by ceramic fragments has been found3®.
Also, at Céndesti, there are several burials in which, together with the inbumed
skeletons a number of skulls have been unearthed?. Interred skulls have been also
discovered at: Dersida-M1, Sibiseni-M. 35, 434! Tiream (M. 1)32 Poiana
Aiudului-Cheile Aiudului43. Fragments of crania have been buried at Lazuri,
Carei-Bobald** etc. This is indeed an explanation for the cult of the ancestors,
whose spirit is to be found in the head.

In the Wietenberg Culture a certain significance must have had the mandible
as pars pro foto or, on the contrary, the missing of this part (e.g. Sibiseni).

A very interesting custom, connected with the cremation funerary rite, was
to make a hole into the wall of the umns, the so-called window of the soul through
which the spirit of the dead could wonder in and out of the grave, probably visiting
the world of the living and joining the community at the ceremonies dedicated to
the ancestors, when the spirits were invoked. Such windows of the soul are found
in the Monteoru and Girla Mare cultures*S. We presume that this custom must
have been used also in some cist burials, whose stone sledges had an intentional
groove (e.g. Medias- Maziriste-Pe ses, M. 2)%. It is possible that, imediately afier
this detachment and until a new body was found, the soul might have had a
temporary rest in some objects (stones, vases, idols etc.). Maybe the cups with
high leg of Cornesti-Crvenka type found at Comesti-Cornet, which have some
perforations with no special functionality*’7 might have been also created as a
temporay location of the souls (fig. 34/2). This belief in the duality body/soul must
have been deeply enrooted as it's been used even much later, in the Laténe times
(the Getae-Dacians period)?8.

F. The cultic places
They had a certain location, according to their functionality. Therefore, they
could be placed:

- in the settlement

One of the most important cultic place of this kind was found at Qarta de
Sus-Ghirle Botii*?. Near or inside an almost circular ditch, some pits with parts of
human bodies, horse skeletons, anomments made of gold and silver, ceramic
fragments have been unearthed (fig. 12/a-b). In others there were whole-sized
pots, ceramic fragments, burnt clay objects, objects made of bone and stone,
adornments, bronze implements, moulds.
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- in the necropolis (e.g. Cindesti’?)

Regarding the same topic, we ought to mention here a tumulus at Izvoarele-
La Cruced! inside which four inhumation burials have existed and besides
contained a so-called a/far with four stone pillars, bearing a lot of ash, charcoals,
animal bones and plant seeds.

Also, at Livezile, near a tumulus, a cultic place has been found, consisting of
a stone pillar of about 1 m height and a stone sledge of 2x1 m, around which
animal bones, charcoals and ash have been found>2.

- between the settlement and the necropolis

At Céndesti®3 for instance, in the mentioned space, there was a cultic place
that was considered by the archaeologist M. Florescu to have had that location
because the ceremonies held there were supposed to bring together the living of
the settlement and the ancestors in the cemetery, especially when the former
needed the help of the latter.

- overlapped with the necropolis
At Bradut, a tumular necropolis belonging to the Schneckenberg Culture
has been overlapped by a cultic place of the Noua civilization>4.

G. The necropolises

1. General considerations

We should mention here that, during the first stages of the Neolithic time,
there were no necropolises. The dead used to be placed in isolated burials in the
settlement, near or even under the dwelling33. The cemeteries appeared in the final
part of the mentioned epoch, starting with the Aeneolithic time, being totally
secluded from the settlement.

Initially, the necropolises must have been very small, comprising
exclusively the members of a single family and lateron appeared the necropolises
in which the whole community was interred.

During the BA, the cremation rite has been increasingly used, as a sign that
a great change in the spiritual life of people has occured. For instance, in the
Monteoru Culture which practically covered the entire epoch, the archaeologist
M. Florescu who has carried out excavations in the necropolis at Candesti, has
considered that cremation had a greater and greater extension, even if inhumation
was still strongly preserved36. At the same time, Al. Oancea didn't share her
opinion, stating that in the cemetery at Cindesti cannot be estimated a gradual
increase in the weight of cremation but, on the contrary, in most of the cases, it can
be mentioned its constant percentage in the total number of burials. Yet, he agrees
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with the idea that in the last phase of the culture, the weight of the cremation
burials of the Monteoru Culture is bigger in Moldova (10%), in comparison with
Muntenia (5%)57. At the same time, N. Bolohan, who has also studied the
necropolis at Candesti, has stated that evidently, "the main funerary rite in that
cemelery is represented by inhumation, but permanently associated with
cremation”, while "the small number of cremation burials point out their ritual
‘character"8 . Yet, this assumption doesn't stands for all other necropolises of the
Monteoru Culture. For instance, at Padureni, there is a necropolis, where all 10
burials found are cremation ones>?.

We should also mention here another significance of the cremation in the
necropolis at Candesti. By studying the funerary rituals, it could be inferred that
such a rite has been employed just in the case of the children, probably considering
their purity and to some individuals with special merits for the community
(warriors)®0.

As conerns the Noua Culture, to mention these two important material
cultures of the Romanian BA, we could say that cremation burials detain a small
percentage in Moldova (10-14%) out of the total number of bunals found there. L.
Dascdlu has also noticed that the biritual cemeteries are concentrated in the
western part of the mentioned province, especially in the Neamt County. At the
same time, she could observe that cremation has moslty appeared in the Noua I
phase (in the necropolises at Cioinagi-Balintesti, Cabesti, Sabdoani, Braesti) and
seldom in those belonging to the Noua II phase (Doina, Ciritei)®!.

According to the funerary rite employed in the BA, we could find three
kinds of material cultures: some of them have exclusively used the inhumation,
some others have exclusively employed cremation, while others have utilized both
rites. Their situation is presented in the Table 4.

As we are not interested here in the inhumation cemeteries, we will simply
pass to the next categories, namely those of the necropolises that have exclusively
employed cremation or both inhumation and cremation rites.

In the cemeteries that have both inhumation and cremation interments, the
cremation burials appeared either separately from the inhumation graves or
associated with them. In the latter case, taking into consideration the context, we
find either inhumation or cremation as a main grave. Also, the cremation burials
might be either spread among inhumation burials, or grouped together in a certain
area of the necropolis. In the Monteoru necropolis at Pietroasa Mici, there were
three groups of burials: the package burials on a restrained area of the cemetery
-and the crouched skeleton burials on a wider range. Among the latter, have been
placed the cremation burials, about 4 m far one from another®2.

As concerns the cemeteries that exclusively used the cremation rite, we
could say that the differentiation among individuals has been given by their
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position in the cemetery, by the dimensions and fittings of the burials and by their
offerings in the grave.

2. Geographical location

Geographically, the cemeteries had a certain location, according to the
occupations and places prefered by the various civilisations. They could be found
on lower, middle or higher terraces, on the plateaus and highlands. There are also
burials in the caves (e.g. in the Igrita Group)3.

3. Distance from the settlement

We should mention here that the cemeteries were located either near the
settlement, or not far away, being separated from it by a natural obstacle or a water
course. Such an example would be the cemeteries belonging to the Periam-Pecica
(Mures) Culture®?, Sometimes, they were a little bit farther, like in the
Wietenberg Culture, where most of the cemeteries are situated about 1 km far
from the settlement®3. Still, some other cemteries of this material culture are
located at small distance from settlement (100-400 m)®6.

4. Relation with previous settlements

Some funerary constructions have been raised on the place where previously
settlements have been located. Thus, in the Livezile milieu we have proves in this
sense 1n the case of the 7Twnulus I mantle at Ampoita (in W-E profile, close to the
center of the mound a lense of burnt clay and remnants of hearths have been
found)®7; in the tumuli at Izvoare-La Furci, investigated in 1887 and 197268 (the
first has contained a layer of charcoal and sherds, the second having at its base a
clay layer, with traces of charcoal and rare ceramic fragments); under the stone
mantle of the tumuli at Izvoarele-Gruiu/ Rosu, there was a lense of yellow-clayish
colour, containing some sherds and charcoal pigments®?; in the Twmulus I at
Livezile-Dealul Sirbului, in the ground located at the base of the mound, animal
bones, sherds and charcoal fragments have been uncovered’0; the mentioned
situation is also found in the case of the funerary construction at Livezile-Baja’l;
the mantle of the tumuli at Cheile Aiudului-Poiana Aiudului’2 has contained a
large quantity of animal bones, ceramic fragments, adobe lumps, charcoal
pigments as well as remnants of heaths or traces of some funerary banquets; at
Vilisoara-La Strungd a hearth with a lot of ash, charcoals and animal bones has
been uncovered?’3.

S. Settled or moving commmunity
When considering the number of burials found in a cemetery, we should say
that those containing just few interments have pointed to a rather mobile
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community, while those with a large number of burials have indicated a more
stressed sedentarization. For the first situation we could mention the tumular ochre
burials of the BA while for the second we could mention the communities of the
Garla Mare Culture.

6. Cemetery organization )

There is no much information about it. The distance between burials varied
from small to large. For instance, at Cadbesti the burials had large spaces between
them’4.

Considering the archaeological finds, we could see that some necropolises
had a certain disposition of the burials according to the rank of the individual in
the society’3, while others had no rule in the distribution of the interments.

Yet, we find interesting to notice that in the Wietenberg necropolis from
Sibiseni, it was unearthed a strip of about 2 m width, which was occupied almost
by no burial at all and was crossing the cemetery from south-east to north-west.
This must have been the main alley of the cemetery’®.

It is also interesting to note that usually, the cemeteries were placed in flat
and sheltered places, at a certain distance away from the settlement. Yet, we have
also an example when the burials have unproperly been placed. We refer here at
the necropolis no. 4 at Sdrata Monteoru, where the cemetery has been located on a
hardly accesible slope (the northern one), so that the burials had to be adapted to
that situation. The explanation for this fact was the one that the nearby settlement
has been inhabited without interruption during the BA, the location of the
cemeteries being permanently changed according to the new necessities. The
formation of this cemetery has appeared at the same time with some other changes
that affected the life of the respective community, namely: the habitation area
restraining, the fortification of the acropolis, the establishing of some ritual
constructions, the fortification with ditch and wall, being presumed to have existed
a cultural pressure too. The pits of the burials have been stabilized with stones,
thus being created some kind of catacomb burials. Also, in comparison with other
Monteoru cemeteries, it could be observed that here the family burials have been
given up to, individual burials and just few double burials being mostly
mentioned’”.

1. Social differentiation

As stated by M. Petrescu-Dimbovifa "due fo the production development in
all fields, the social differentiations among the members of the society has
increased, gradually appearing, out of the tribal mass, a category of leaders, of
military leaders, especially at the communities orientated towards cattle breeding
and warfare"8,
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The cemeteries were the mirror that reflected the world of the living. The
dead were supposed to start their after life accompanied by the implements they
used in the world of the living, by some of their animals and sometimes, by their
faithful servants or beloved relatives. Besides, as the social ranking was more and
more evident, some power centers that existed in the real life have been also
outlined in the necropolises (e.g. Sibiseni , Deva80). In the cemetery at Ghidici, the
archaeologist Marin Nica has detected seven such power centers8!, each group
surrounding a rich burial. In the Cdma necropolis, it could be noticed that the
power centers did not exist. On the contrary, the graves have been spread without
any rule, as rich, middle class or poor burials were close together82. Thus, we can
see, there was a great diversity in this aspect, even in the same cultural range
(Girla Mare).

As stated by the archaeologist Vladimir Dumitrescu, who exclusively
studied the cemetery from Carna, the burials were richer or poorer, as follows:

- 42 poor graves - with one or two vessels;

- 54 middle class graves - with 3 up to 5 vessels (or, at least two vessels and
a statuette);

- 15 rich graves - with 6 up to 8 vessels (or 5 vessels and a statuete);

- 5 very rich graves - with at least 9 vessels (or 8 vessels and a statuete).

Their proportion looks like in the following graph:

Carna

13% 4%
557 360/0 @ Poor burials

Middle class burials
O Rich burials
O Very rich bunials

47%

The repartition on social layers of the burials in the necropolis at Céarna.

In the cemeteries of the Monteoru Culture, in the initial stages of the
culture, the necropolises comprised especially family burials, which were probably
grouped according to their status. The rich burials detained a central position,
while the poorer ones were scattered at the periphery of the cemeteries®3,
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It could be noticed that even if the chieftains were men, women still
detained a high position in the society. There are rich burials belonging to such
individuals and, in some cases, their skeleton was covered with beads, probably
coming from a shroud or clothing of the dead?4.

A well defined caste was the one of the warriors that existed not only in the
Monteoru Culture but also in the Mures (Periam-Pecica) and Wietenberg
civilizations that seemingly had a more intense warfare activity.

It is evident that the children were raised in the spirit of the caste to which
they would have belonged. For instance, if they were meant to be warriors, they
were trained starting from early childhood to be so. If they were part of the high
caste, they had the specific life of those people. This is why, we find children
burials, contatining arrow points or other rank insignia, like in the necropolis at
Poiana - Monteoru Culture or a very rich inventory like in some cemetries of the
BA35. In the necropolis at Pietroasa Mici, two out of those 64 burials contained
cremated individuals. These were burials no. 30 with the remnants belonging to an
infans II and no. 35, also with the remnants of an infans II. Interesting is that a
differentiation existed even between these two graves. One of them had inventory,
while the other one had nothing86. As I already presumed in another paper87, the
treatment of the children must have been done according to the social rank of that
individual. Each child has belonged to a certain caste and its treatment at the
funerary ceremony must have been done according to its social rank. The rich

‘burials containted prestige goods, a larger number of vessels, weapons or
adornmentd which became lesser and lesser up to the poorest grave where they
were missing.

In some certain situations, in double or multiple burials that associated
cremation with inhumation, the first funerary rite has been used for pointing out a
submissive relationship of one dead to the other. In the Monteoru Culture, this
happened especially in the rich graves®8,

Until now, we have found two possible situations:

a) the inhumed individual was sacrificed to a cremated one

At Sibiseni, in burial no. 40, there were parts of a chopped skeleton of an
adolescent individual, that, together with the skull without mandible, have been
put on the bottom of the pit. Above, it was placed an urn with lid, containing
slightly burnt bones and ash. Those two burials have been done at the same time.
The cremation one keept with the usual rules of the cremation burials89.

b) the cremated individual was sacrificed to the inhumed on e
In a ring uncovered at Céndesti, it was found a central main burial where a
woman has been interred, with the cremated bones of a child near her legs. Around
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the ring have been buried children with incomplete skeletons. Their pits were
covered with a stone. These individuals, the same as the cremated child, are
considered to be sacrificed9.

At Casolt, in Tumulus no. 6, the cremated bones have been placed under the
double inhumation burial in the cassette 2.

Also, at Rotbav, behind the inhumed skeleton found in a stone cist, there
were cremation remnants?1,

Some of the human sacrifices are in connection with certain beliefs or rituals
(foundation, fertility etc.) which were considered to bring a benefit for the
community but could not be decoded by now. At Sibiseni, for instance, in burial
no. 35, there was a child skull, without mandible, placed on a fragmented bovid
skull. Beside 1t, there were cremated fragments, possibly belonging to another
child, together with 2 fragmented vessels. As we already seen, the cranium and

therefore the mandible as pars pro foto, have played an important role in the cult of
the skull.

H. The burials
As strictly concerns the burials, we should take into account:
I. the relation between the fire and the inhumation burials on one side and
II. the relation between the fire and the cremation burials on the other side.
*
I. The connection between the fire and the inhumed individuals might refer
to:

a) the ""construction'' elements of the burial:

Usually, the pits bore no traces of fire. Yet, there are situations when a fire
was set inside the pit or cist of the burial, burning until its walls became red and
then, after the purifying ritual, the funerary ceremony was initiated (e.g.
Candesti’?).

o The unburnt organic structures, in inhumation burials

In some of the inhumation funerary complexes of some civilisations of the
BA unburnt remnants of some wooden constructions have been found: Yamnaia
(Bogonos; Glavinestii Vechi, mound no. [V/1949, burial no. 2)°3; Srubno-
Hvalinsk (Hamangia®* - in the tumulus two inhumation burials have been found,
both of them having traces of wooden rot): Baldovinesti®?, Baia®6, Sultana®7. In
other burials the rests coming of mats made of plants (sometimes accompanied by
fabrics) have been preserved: the Livezile Culture (Campia Turzii - Tumulus no.
/1, on the bottom of the pit in the central burial, but also around the skeleton, has
been detected the existence of a stratum of a black matter, posssible remnants of a
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cover made of organic matter)®®, Yamnaia (Corlateni - Tumulus I, burial no. 2;
Glavinestii Vechi - mound 1/1949, in burials no. 1-2, 4, 7-8, 11-12, 14, 18; mound
[1/1949, burial no. 1; Holboca, collective burials 21-22, 23-24-25, 28-29-30 and
individual 6, 16, 33, 36; Prijeni - burial no. 3; Valea Lupului - mound I, burial no.
5; The Big Mound, burials no. 2-221)%.

e the burnt organic structures or the context around the dead, in

inhumation burials

At Poiana Aiudului-Cheile Aiudului, in 7wmnulus no. IX (out of 16), that
contained 6 burials, two contained traces of fire. In burial no. 1, a deposition of a
child skeleton among the boulders of the fumu/us mantle was found, at -0,50 m
depth. In the area around his head it was detected a surface of burnt earth,
charcoals and Cotofeni sherds. In the same cemetery, in burial 4 it was discovered
the skeleton of an adult individual, with a various inventory, close to the skeleton
being located a hearth with bumnt traces, charcoals, bovid bones and ceramics!109,

Another example that accounts for the ideea referring to the connection
between the fire and the context around the dead is the find at Milostea, where a
tumular cemetery has been discovered, containing burials with inhumed skeletons.
Yet, in some partly destroyed burials found in the furnu/i no. 11 and VI (burial 1) of
the EBA, the archaeological context indicated that the skeletons must have been
covered with a thick layer of boulders, that reached up to the recent surface of the
soil. Yet, between the lower stratum of boulders and the skeletons, charcoals have
been found. The interpretation given to this situation by the archaeologists Eug.
Popescu and Alexandru Vulpe was that the charcoals must have resulted from the
slow combustion of a wooden cover placed above the dead!01,

We should also mention here the necropolis at Coroteni, with its burial 8. It
contained the inhumed skeleton of a child, in an undetermined position, due to its
precarious preservation condition. Above, a mound has been raised. It consisted of
ceramic fragments, river stones, a flint grinder and a rubber made of gritstone.
Underneath the mound and above the skeleton, there were a large number of
charcoal traces!02,

At Brdesti- Vatra Satului, there were some burials (no. 3, 9-10) which
contained charcoals, usually placed on the bottom of th pit103,

At Nieni-Z4noaga, a burial of three individuals has been found. Its inventory
comprised 3 cups, 1 pixide and a re-used axe (fig. 40). Yet, the filling of the pit
contained an askos, other fragmentary vases, massive pieces of adobe bearing traces
of pillars resulted from a burned construction, stones with burning traces!04.

At the base of an isolated fumulus investigated at Izvoarele-La Cruce a layer

of 0,12 m thick containing ceramic fragments and charcoals pigments have been
found!05.
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In a rumulus uncovered at Mada, besides the three burials with inhumed
skeletons, small atypical badly burnt sherds, as well as small traces of burning
have been uncovered 106,

b) the burnt inventory in inhumation burials:

In some cemeteries there are vases from the inventory of the burials with
traces of secondary burning!97. As concerns the pieces of adornment or other
objects, they have no traces of fire.

c) the offerings in inhumation burials:
In burials there are usually remnants or organic matter (wood, vegetals,
grains, animal bones). They can be either unburnt or burnt (charcoals, ash).

e Unburnt offerings in inhumation burials

Some offerings of animal origin without traces of fire have been uncovered
in the funerary complexes of the Yamnaia Culture (Holboca, - burial 6 a sheep rib;
Larga Jijia - burial 1 - fa/us; Prajeni - burial 3, snail shells in the filling of the
pit) 108,

In the cemeteries of the Noua Culture there are rather often found animal
bones in the burials. For instance at Briesti, such offerings have been found in
burials no. 4, 7, 9-10 and 24. More seldom it was uncovered at Trusesti- Jugiuieta
and Sabdoani!09,

There is a large number of such examples but we will not deal with them
here.

e Burnt offerings in inhumation burials

There is a possibility that some of the animal bones found in the burials
could have been either boiled or slightly roasted (their covering flash).

An interesting find regarding the vegetal offerings was made at Poiana
Aiudului-Cheile Aiudului, Tumulus V, burial 3, near the crouched skeleton of an
adult being found a fragmentary vessel inside which charred millet grains have
been found!10.

d) the dead

The inhumed skeleton might be connected with the fire by a symbolism that
is hard to be completely decoded in our days. A very interesting case we consider
the burial no. 500 at Candesti (fig. 9/1), which had a special character. [t contained
the skeletons of some sacrificed individuals, found under a hearth. Initially, it's
been dug a tronconic pit, with big boulders incarved into its south-western wall,
making a wall that advanced towards the center of the pit. On the bottom of the pit

93

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



there was a stratum of small stones and sand. Two individuals that previously have
been tied up have been thrown in there, with their knees in front of their forehead
and their arms tightly close to their chest and elbows on their abdomen. Above
them a cup with its mouth downwards has been put and then the pit has been filled
up with big boulders, settled with somethig so that no piece of ground has been
found between them. At the suface of the soil has been made a congolmerate
platform and towards the southern part of the pit, right above the place where it
was the head of the sacrificed people, a boulder and s semi-circle made of sledge
stones has been constructed. This was meant to protect a huge hearth erected on
that site (fig. 9/1). The archaeologist Marilena Florescu who discovered this burial,
has forwarded the hypotheses that these indiviuals might have been members of
the community who disobeyed the rules, prisoners of battle, or they might have
been sacrificed for divinity or as a cult of the ancestors!!1.

A very interesting find we might consider the one at Andrid. The unearthed
complex consisted in a ditch, having its base and walls burnt until they got
reddened. The walls were rather obliquely dug. It contained a large quantity of ash
and charcoals, many sherds and human bones thrown there without any anatomical
connection and belonging to several individuals. There were found especially parts
of the spine, long bones and especially skulls (fig. 12/1a-b). They bore no traces of
burning, except some dark brown colour spots, resulted from their contact with the
hot ash that covered them. The presumed dimensions of the pit must have been of
4,5-5 m. The ditch has been discovered in the settlement. The archaeologist has
pointed out that the mentioned ditch has been filled at the same time, while its
subsequent disturbing was excluded!!2.

Another case that we find important for the topic here was unearthed at
Carei-Bobald where, in a re/l settlement, in a usual domestic pit, a human
mandible has been uncovered. Also, in the pit no. 3 a skull without mandible was
human skeleton without any anatomical connection, just the coxsl bones, the
femori, five vertebrae, some ribs, phalanxes of a hand and a leg being buried. That
skeleton was considered to have been chopped before the interment. It had
petrified ash on the bones!13.

At Pir, in the well known necropolis of the Otomani Culture, two burials
(M. 10 and 18) have been set upon the remains of some burnt dwellings!!4.

I[I. The relation between the fire and the cremation burials is mostly
evident because of using this element for cremation. We have already discussed
some aspects in this regard.
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a) According to the number of burials found together there are:

o single (isolated) burials (e.g. Vidrall3; 116; Giurtelecu-Simleului; Noslac;
Scoala; Targu Secuiesc!!?; Vladnic!!8, Sanisliu-Pdsund 1%, Sicuieni!2Y,
Foieni!2!, Vladnic!22, Birboasal23);

o groups of burials'2% (e.g. Sighisoara-Hertes 25, Obrejal26, Socol127);

o cemeteries (Bistrital28, Carna!2%, Ozun130);

o cenotaphs. Some finds assigned to this category are considered to be the
urns that didn't contain any bones. Among other sites, they have been found at
[ernut (M. 2) and Sighisoara (M. 3)!131;

¢ Of couse, we should not neglect here the biritual cemeteries that bring
together inhumed and cremated burials, like those at Cioinagi Balintestil32
Pietroasa Mici!33, Briestil34 etc.

We will refer here to the burials in their strict complexity, no matter if they
belong to one category or another.

b) By their location they were:

e in a place especially destined for burying the dead. This type of
burials is most characteristic for the BA;

e close to the settlement (e.g. one burial at Sibdoani!39);

e in the settlement. Such examples we find at Sintimbru, Sinnicoari!36,
Apahidal3?,

¢) The structures used for the burials are also very different:

Thus, the main types of structure in the burials are:

e simple pits, with no structure. Such pits have been found at Aiton M. 8§,
Dumbrivita, M. 5, 17138;

o pits carved into rock (Nieni-Colarea-M. 913%) (fig. 12/2);

o pits with stone cists (Nieni-Colarea 140);

e pits with stones or boulder structure. Such situations have been found
by N. Chidiosan at Aiton, where the pits had rectangular shape, having their
bottom paved with stones (M. 2, 4)141,

d) As to the type of burials, we could say that they are:

o flat. Such examples would be the cemeteries of the Scheckenberg, Tei,
Wietenberg cultures etc., as well as most of the Glina, Verbicioara, Monteoru
and Noua ones;

e tumuli. We should mention here that the mantle of the tumuli consisted
either of earth (Iamnaia Culture) or boulders in the Livezile Culture (Ampoita-
Peret, Telna, Silciua de Jos, Vilisoara etc.!142). In the tumuli, we can find the
deposition of the remnants directly on the soil, in the central part of the mound
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(Ampoita-Peret), Tumulus VII, burial 3143; Livezile-Basa, Tumulus II, burial
3144) " deposition at the periphery of the fumulus mantle (Metes, Twmulus I, burial
1145) or in superficially pits dug among its boulders, usually in the central zone of
the tumulus (e.g. Ampoita-Peret, Tumulus VII, burial 3149),

At Telna, in a cemetery consisting of 9 mounds, the fumulus located at the
north-western periphery of the necropolis had a mantle consisting of massive
boulders, some of them being vertically thrusted into the soil. The mound containd
6 burials, all with inhumed skeletons147.

About the usage of boulders for the fumuli mantle, Horia Ciugudean
considers that the explanation of the employment of stone for it due to their
location in mountaineous zones cannot be fully accepted because there were cases
when such boulders have been brought from large distances, even if a simple
earthen fumulus might have been more simple. He continues, stating that "without
neglecting the geologic factor, we consider that we cannot ignore the role of the
lithical symbolism, the certain magical-religious meanings of the stone, which are
also at the basis of the megalithic occidental monuments 148,

e stone ring fumuli. Such examples we find at Metes, Tureni-La Furci14%
etc. In the first mentioned site, 10 mounds (8 complete and 2 destroyed) have been
found. The only excavated tumulus contained 2 stone rings made of limestone
boulders, one being located at the edge of the mound, while the second was at
3,50-4,00 m from its middle. The center of the mound was covered with several
lines of boulders. All these stones have been covered with the mantle of the
rurnufus. The mound contained 8 burials (6 with inhumed skeletons -some without
anatomical connection and 2 with cremated individuals)!39.

o cist burials in tumuli, as found at Ocland-Dealul Pietros!3!, Casoli-
Twmnulus 4-5, 8152, Bradug-Dealul Rotund (Tumulus 11, 13 etc.)153, Albesti (M. 1,
2)154. Such an example would be also the burial discovered at Serbinesti!35. The
stone walls of the cist had a red up to a brown colour that could be determined by
their passing through the fire. Under the bottom sledge, in the central part of the
burial, in a small shallow pit, some charred bones have been found. Their
stratigraphy shows that this was a certain funerary ritual. The burial has been dated
in the Early BA156,

e cist burials in flat burials at Moresti, Archiud, Rotbav!57 Hartop!38.
Another cremation burial in a small stone cist, belonging to a child, has been
discovered at Apa Saratd - Pescdreasca 139,

e mixed burials with urn, cist, tumuli, pits etc.160 At Archiud, for
instance, there are cremation burials in stone cists, with urns ( Tumulus 65) or
without it (7umulus 58)161. Such interments have been also found at Bridut
(Tumulus 9 etc.)162, |
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e) When the position of the burial in the tumulus is considered, we find:

e main burials, located in the center of the funulus, like the one found in
Tumulus no. VI, burial no. 5 at Ampoita- Peret 165 or Livezile-Baral®4.

e secondary burials, as found in 7wnulus no. VII, burials no. 2 and 3 at
Ampoita-Peret, Metes, burials no. 1 and 8163, They have also a secondary position
in the tumuli at Casolt!166,

f) Referring to the ritual employed for the burial, there are:

Cremation inside, near, between, underneath or above the urns

e cremations with remnants exclusively deposed inside the standing umns, with
a lid consisting in another vase or stone sledge, or having no lid at all. This ritual is
most commounly employed (e.g. Rimnicu Valceal®? Ploscalé® Piscolt-
Nisipdrie 169, Sanisldu- Nisiparie 170, Ciumesti- Bostdnarie, Ciumesti-Grajdurii7!,
Mediesu Aurit- Togul fui Schweizer!72, Bereal’3| lemnut-Hulpistil74, Aiton/M. 1-
3175 Moldova Veche-Ostrovul Mare-Kalinovidf!7® Liubcova- Tigliriel7,
Ostrovul Mare-Botul Piscului!78, Balta Verde-La morminti'’%, Cioinagi-
Balintesti!80, Cindesti!8! Sibdoanil82, Braesti-M. 15183),

e cremations with remnants deposed inside the standing urns, which are
protected by stones or boulders (fig. 10/1-4) are found in the Monteoru and
Wietenberg Cultures (excluding the south-western part of its areal)!84,

e cremations with the remnants deposed inside and outside the urns. This
kind of bone distribution must have had a certain meaning as it is found in various
cultures of the Romanian BA (Monteoru, Wietenberg etc.). For instance, at
Pietroasa Micd, in burial no. 35, the cremated bones were also placed in a cup that
served as an urn, some of them being left outside, on the bottom of the pit!85. The
same situation has been found at Dumbrévita, in burial no. 1 and 14b, where the
bones where both inside and outside the urn!86. This must have had no connection
with the age of the dead, as the individual from Pietroasa Micd was an infans /1
and those from Dumbravita were an adult woman (burial 1), respectively an adult
man (burial 14b)!87; A complex cremation ritual, that employed both the stone cist
element and the urn was found at Bradut. In 7wnul/us no. 13, there was a cist
without the bottom stone sledge, inside with a cup, containing ash, charcoals and
cremated bones, both inside and outside the vessel 188,

e cremations with the remnants deposed just between the urns. Such a case
was found in the double burial no. XLVI at C4drna, where the remnants of an adult
male have been found between the vases!8.

e cremations with the remnants deposed undermeath the ums. At Cérna, in
burial no. XLVI, under the urn, there were cremated bones of an rnfans /199,
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e cremations above the urns At Band-Cetatea Surpdturii three burials of the
BA have been unearthed. In al three a lobed vase has been put with the ash and
charred bones of the dead above the mouth of the urn, while above the human
remains a cup has been placed!?1,

Cremation in pits, with or without other vases

e cremation in small pits, with or without inventory (e.g. Candesti1?2). Also
at Albesti, traces of other two cremation burials in small pits have been
uncovered!93,

e cremations with remnants deposed on the bottom of the pit, covered with
one or several complete or fragmentary pots, sometimes having just their handle
broken, placed with their mouth downwards. When referring at the necropolis at
Candesti, M. Florescu has mentioned that, according to the position of the human
bones in the pit (namely those covered with the pots), they must have been carried
in a kind of bag from the pyre to the burial placel®¥. Another similar case was
found at Valea lui Mihai-Groapa cu lutr. The pit contained 28 vases with their
mouth downwards, having around them a lot of charred bones and ash!93. Another
necropolis in which such a ritual was employed is the one at Pir!96, Regarding this
custom that has been studied along the historical periods by Tiberiu Musca, the
mentioned archaeologist considers that this was a long time practise in Romania,
being used starting with the EBA and until the 8 century A.D. Taking into
account that such burials do not occur in large number, he also forwarded the
hypothesis that such customs could be connected with a ritual for expelling the
ghosts (strigoi)197,

e cremations with remnants deposed on the bottom of the pit with a standing
pot as an offering set above the pit. The urn is missing (e.g Candesti).

e cremations in pits, with the remnants spread all over their surface,
associated with broken vases (fig. 9/2). Such examples have been found at Aiton
(M. B), Dumbrivita (burials 5, 17)!98, Plosca (M. 48-49)19°. In a burial at Piscolt-
Nisipdrie, together with the human remains, just a bracelet has been found200. In
tumular cereteries they are found in a central position at (Ampoita-Peret, Twnulus
VIII; Livezile-Baia, Tummilus I), in a secondary one (Cetea, Ampoita-Dealul
Dosciorulur etc.), at the periphery of the mantle (Metes, Tumulus 1) or in
supperficially pits dug among the boulders, usually in the central area of the
tumulus (Metes, Tumulus 1; Ampoita-Peret, Tumulus VIN29!. Another case is
‘burial no. 37 at Cioinagi-Balintesti202. In the necropolis at Candesti, it could be
noticed that the custom of spreading the cremated bones on the surface of the pit

was usually practised in the early phases of the cemetery while later it was used
the cremation in urns293,
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Dumitru Berciu has considered that the vase which was found in some pit
cremation burials (burial VII - Ostrovul Corbului and burial III Balta Verde) was
the receptacle in which the remains of the dead have been carried from the pyre to
the cemetery204. On the other hand, at Candesti, M. Florescu has presumed that
such a treatment of the dead, with their remains thrown in the pit together with
pottery must have been determined by the fact that, out of a certain reason, those
persons must have had no family or descendants. Thus, they were not surrounded
with the same care like the other members of the community, when all the rituals
were kept. The same kind of burial must have had those who disobeyed the rules
of the society, those who have brought a diseasse considered to be a great
misfortune, or the foreigners205,

g) As concerns the number of cremated individuals found inside the

burials, they were:

e burials containing the bones of one individual. This is the most often
found situation in the Romanian BA cemeteries. Yet, the rituals are extremely
variable, according to the civilisation to which the dead has belonged.

e burials containting the bones of two individuals:

g.1.) The remnants might be placed inside the same umn, like in burial no. LI
at Cama, that contained the bones of an 8 years old child and a mature with an
undeterminable sex206. A double burial is also M. 42, unearthed at Plosca2Y7;

g.2.) They can be also separated into two urns, like in burials no. XLVI
where, under an urn, the remnants of a child (infans I) have been found, while
between the vases were found those of an adult man. Moreover, burial no. LIV, was
a multiple burial in which one of the urns contained the remnants belonging to a
man and a woman2%8. In burial no. LXI it was interred a mature with undetermined
sex and in another pot a suckling20%. Also, in LXXX, an adolescent has been found
in an urn and a suckling in another210, Other double burials have been found in
other Gérla Mare cemeteries, like Balta Verde (no. IV-V) and (VI)211,

e intentionally overlapped burials. This is a rare situation and it was found at
Dumbrdvita, burials 14a and b, where the two urns have been overlapped and
separated by a stone sledge?!2,

e multiple burials. In such cemeteries there are several urns buried together,
at the same time, in the same pit. Such burials we find in some cemeteries of the
Wietenberg Culture (e.g. Ocna Sibiului-14 urns, with 2-3 urns grouped
together)213. At Cérna there were also such burials. The most interesting case
uncovered in this necropolis was burial no. LIV. In one urn it was found the
cremated skeleton of a possible mature man. In another urn there were the
remnants of 2 adult individuals (probably man and woman), under a vase were the
parts of cremated skull bones of an undetermined adult, while between some other
pots there were the bones of an undetermined adult?!4.
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h) depth of the burials:

The urns were placed in the grave at a certain depth. At Ampoita, a
discovery assigned to the EBA, in the Tumulus no. VII, both cremation burials
(M.2 and M.3 were located at -0,15 m)2!5. In the Wietenberg Culture, they were
oftenly situated at about -0,20 -0,30 m depth, being very often destroyed by the
tillage works216 (for instance the necropolis at Bistrita2!7). Usually there were no
overlapped burials, fact which points to the ideea that they had markings at the
surface. The distance between the burials of the Wietenberg Culture differed from
one cemetery to another but, in the necropolis from Deva, for instance it varied
between 0,80 and 2 m2!8. At Dumbrivita the burials are usually deep (between 1
and 2 m).

The two cremation burials at Pietroasa Micd, have been also dug at a lesser
depth (M. 30 at -0,40 m and M. 35 at -0,25 m)219.

At Bechet, a group of three burials belonging to the Garla Mare Culture
have been discovered; the depth of the first two pits was of -0,70 m, respectively
0,65 m, in the third case the burial being disturbed?2,

Of course, the funerary ritual must have been strictly kept but, we have to
mention here that, some variations in the depth of the burials must have been also
determined by the type of soil into which they were dug.

i) the urns:
| These were pots, or other various categories of vessels (e.g. dishes, cups,
hearth-vases), of different dimensions, which served as receptacles for deposition
of cremated bones. In some burials, which have been found undisturbed, like
those in the necropolis at Deva (burials 9-11), just a part of the um has been found,
bearing traces of secondary burning. It was put forward the hypothesis that those
receptacles might have been ritually broken before being placed into the funerary
pit?2l. A similar situation was found at Plosca, where half of a Zwillingsgef3 3 has
been employed as an urn in a burial (M. 47)222,

Another similar find was the one at Gruia, where a burial of the Verbicioara
Culture was discovered. It contained an urn with cremated bones, without
inventory, the vase bearing traces of secondary burning223,

At Dersida (M. 6) and Dumbrivita, it could be noticed that fragments
resulted from the same vessel had different colours and burning degrees224,

Besides, at least some of the urns must have been made strictly for this
purpose, as they don't have anallogies in the settlement (Deva burials 10, 16-
17)225. In some material cultures, like the Wietenberg civilization, the vessels in
the inventory were sometimes put inside the urn, either complete (like in burial no.
6 at Dumbravita) or ritually broken and afterwards mixed with the cremated bones
(like in burial no. 2, 12 at Dumbravita)226. The usual number of adjacent vessels to
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the umns were 1 (e.g. Bacdinfi, Sdntimbru) or 2 in number. The larger number of
inventory vessels were found in the rich burials227. Also, the metal inventory
pieces are exceptionally rare in the mentioned material culture228,

The burials could be protected or not by a stratum of stones which
surrounded them or was put above the urns. One such example was the burial no.
30 discovered in the necropolis at Pietroasa Mici, belonging to an infans 171229
(fig. 10/1). Yet, in the burials from South-Westem Transylvania, this custom is
missing. In the same region, it could be noticed that the urns were never covered
with stone sledge lids as found in other parts of Romania239,

Another interesting custom regarding the urn protection, was found at
Bechet, where the urn, consisting in a thronconical vessel, besides the ash and
cremated bones, contained a spindle whorl, above them being placed a cup and a
small bowl, both covered with a bigger bowl231,

Another case of the urn protection with another vessel was found at Bistrita.
In the mentioned necropolis, burial 8 contained an umn with a lid which was put
inside another vase and covered with a second 1id232,

Also, in burial 14b at Dumbravifa the remains of the corpse have been put
into a small vase which, in its turn, was placed up side down into a dish233,

In the Wietenberg Culture it was interesting to notice that in some
cemeteries, like those at Bistrifa and Dumbravita, the dimensions, decoration and
paste quality are consequent with the social status or age of the individual?34. As
stated by the archaeologists, the urn in burial no. 13 at Dumbravifa, probably
belonging to a child?33, had small dimensions, according to those of the individual.
And this is not a singular case. At Plosca, as ums for cremated childsren, cups
have been employed?36.

j. the offerings in cremation burials:

The food and drink accompanied the dead in their travel to the after world.
The food might have been offered in its natural conditon (unburnt) or cooked (by
boiling, roasting, baking or frying it). It is difficult today to identify which was the
procedure that the food has underwent. What we find in the archaeological record
is that, in most of the burials, together with the urn, there are interred other
containers too. We should mention here that the offerings, as normal, consisted
both in animal and plant remains.

j-1.) Animal remains:

We could find many such examples but, we could mention here the burial at
Atel, where, the cremation burial has contained an umn, ash and bone splinters,
together with animal bones, a big ruminant maxillary bone and a fragmentary

cattle femur237.
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At Naeni-Colarea for instance, in the burial coming from "zone M. 1
passim", Bos taurus, Ovis capra and Equus cabalus non-cremated bone fragments
have been unearthed. Also, in burial no. 3, there were Ovis capra bones, with
burning features similar to those found on the human skeleton, of female sex.
Besides, in burial no. 9, have been found animal bones, 3 of them being cremated,
while many others were non-cremated ones. The cremated ones have belonged to
a big animal. but they didn't provide any further data that would allow the
identification of the species. Among the cremated bones and those human ones
two fragmentary molars have been found, that could have belonged to a Bos
taurus. Other bone parts also indicate the presence of a smaller dimensions
species?38.

In all three burials, the same like in the other interments of the cemetery, in
the filling earth of the pits, Stagnicola and Cepaea sp. shells have been found in
large number, the latter just in burial no. 9239,

Animal bones that are placed in the urns are sometimes burnt and sometimes
are not, the same like the inventory of the individuals. In the necropolis at Céma,
just four burials contained animal remnants, out of which just three we considered
to have contained offerings.

In burial no. LXXX (Urn no. 311), together with the bones of a juvenis
individual, a cattle horn has been found, a scapula of a mole (7alpa europaea),
some parts of the maxillae and mandible (with an incisor), the righ cubitus,
femori, a dorsal vertebra coming from a Spalax thyphulus L. and some other
undeterminable animal bones. The 7alpa and Spalax bones were only shightly
burnt in comparison with the other remnants, so that they were considered to have
had no connection with the other animal bones240,

In burial no. LXXXV (Um no. 331) some unidentifiable animal bones have
been recovered, together with the remnants of a mature female individual?4!.

Burial no. XCIX (Urn no. 385) contained one ruminant verfebra, with the
same cremation degree like those of the mature man found in the urn242,

In burial no. CX, together with the urn no. 416, a distal part of a #7bia has
been found which, by its dimensions, it was considered to have probably belonged
to a Cervus elaphus. It had the same cremation degree like the mature individual,
whose sex could not be established?43.

In the necropolis at Pietroasa Mica, out of the two cremation burials, just no.
30 contained in the urn, among the remnants of an infans II, a charred pork bone244,

In a burial discovered at Balta Saratd, together with the bones of the dead
some animal remains have been found. They underwent an oxidant burning.
According to the results of the archaeozoological analysis, the animal remnants
have belonged to a sheep, aged at 25-28 months. This accounts for the fact that the
interment has been done in spring, or the latest at the beginning of the summer24>.
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In & necropolis at Voiteg, that comprised 24 burials, 7 interments have also
contained an animal offering, placed in a dish, near the um. Some of them bore a
pigmentation determined by the contact with the fire, the most evident being at the
caprovine bones in burial no. 9. All interments mostly contained suid or caprovine
bones, but the wild species were present too (roe deer). Generally, there is a single
kind of offering, just in M. 6 being found two species (pig and sheep)246.

In the necropolis from Dumbravita, the offering appears in just one burial
(no. 12), out of the 11 ones which have been anthropologically studied. Together
with the bones of an snfans II, ovicaprine remnants have been found247

In the necropolis at Libotin, in Tumulus 18, the only one that contained
human burials, cremated animal remnants have been put into the urns, together
with the human ones. In the first out of the two urns, the phalanx I and a rib
fragment of a big animal of undetermined species have been found, while in the
second one a bone fragment coming from a big animal and a mefatarsus of an
ovicaprin have been identified. In the central deposition of the tumulus there were
also bone fragments coming from a big animal, whose species could not be
identified248,

At Hartop-Sub Plopr in the stone cist burial, besides the cremated human
remains, some animal bones have been found?49.

j.-2.) Plant remains:
In the cemetery at Poiana Aiudului-Cheile Aiudului in the 7Twnulus V, a
vase with charred millet seeds has been unearthed2>9,

k) The inventory in cremation burials

It usually consisted of vessels, implements, weapons, adornments, animal
sacrifices or remnants from the funerary feast and, sometimes of human sacrifices,
all placed near, above or inside the urns. An interesting situation was found at
Plosca, where one of the burials (M. 38) contained a miniatural shrine, together
with an anthropomorphic figurine231. Of course, there are also burials with a poor
inventory of even without any piece of it (e.g. Sibdoani, burials 15-16)232.

The charriots or parts of them that often appear in the cultic places2>3 might
have had, besides another significance, a psychopompous role too, because they
are sometimes found also inside the graves (Bistrifa-M. 6, Dersida-M. 3)2%.

In most of the cases, the objects were passed through the fire together with
the deceased, fact which shows that the individuals were set on the pyre wearing
their clothing. Yet, there are also cases when the inventory pieces were not burnt,
being just placed in the burial without traces of fire. In the necropolis from
Liubcova, some objects made of bronze have been found twisted and partly
destroyed because of the burning process233. There are also examples when the
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objects have been broken and just pieces of them have been ritually burnt,
accompanying the dead. Such a custom is known since the MBA and is also
mentioned in a very notable find from the Igrifa Cave256,

) the animal sacrifices in cremation cemeteries

In the necropolis at Cdma have been found just 4 burials (LXXX, LXXXV,
XCIX, CX) containing animal remnants and bearing the same traces of burning
like the human ones, meaning that the respective animals have been cremated
together with their owners. In just one urn from Cidma (Burial no. LXXIX), there
were found the bones of a dog, cremated together with those of the dead. The
archaeologist V1. Dumitrescu has presumed that, the same like in our times, the

dog must have been cremated in order to accompany its master in the after
world237,

m) the anthropological analyses in cremation burials and cemeteries

At Ampoita, an EBA necropolis, consisted in 9 tumuli, out of which 8 have
been analyzed. In 7wmulus no. VII, in burials no. 2 and 3, and in Twnulus VIII,
burial no. 5, some fragments of human bones, belonging to 3 adult individuals
have been found. We should emphasize here the small amount of bones recovered
for each individual?59.

In the cemetery at Naeni-Colarea were brought together several kinds of
interments, out of which we mentioned here the burials with inhumation in stone
cists, or those with the pits carved into the rock.. The anthropological analysis
performed in the the so-called "zone M. 1 passim" have provided, among animal
bones, two cremated fragments of a iumerus and femur. By their features,
dimensions and cross-section structure, they could be assigned to a mature
individual, who was probably a man.

In burial no. 3 human cremated bones have been also discovered. They have
been burnt with reductory fire, most of them being from yellowish-grey up to
black. The white colour bones being in small number, the authors of the
anthropological analysis have inferred that the pyre must have been small and
undried woods must have been used for burning the corpse, as a proof of that
being also considered the rare crackings identified upon the long bones diaphyses.

The skull, represented by 49 fragments, has indicated the existence of a
metopic suture on the frontal bone. Some parts of the occipital (with the external
occipital protuberance of 0 degree) some parietal and temporal fragments, and
parts of the left zygomatic arch, together with the superior edge of the right orbit,
have pointed to the female sex for the mentioned individual.
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Out of the post-cranial skeleton, some ribs, radius, humerus, tibia and femur
parts (79 fragments) could be determined. The age established for that individual
was the incipient mature. The dead was accompanied by an animal offering
presented in one of the above sections.

In burial no. 9 of the same site, together with a premolar and a segment of a
humeral diaphysis without traces of fire, other cremated bones, coming from the
skull, (parretal and occipital), parts of a femural diaphysis, humerus, radius and
cubrtus have been found. Taking into account the dimensions and morphology of
these bones and also analysing the cross-section of the long bones, it was inferred
that the individual must have been a male, belonging to the adult at the limit with
the mature age group260,

At Sighisoara-Hertes, during some rescue excavation, a Wietenberg
settlement and three burials have been found. In burial no. 1, in the urn, have been
identified the bones of a child261,

At Poduri-Dealul Ghindarului a cremation burial has been found, containing
an urn with remnants belonging to a 1-3 years old child262.

At Libotin, some fumuli have been studied. The only one that contained
human remmnants was Tumulus no. 18, where 2 urns have been unearthed. The first
one, a hearth-vase, contained the bones of an adult, together with few fragments
belonging to an infans II. In the second, besides the bones of an infans II, there
were few coming from the body of the adult individual. Some bone fragments
have been also found in the central deposition, part of them being animal bones,
while others belonged to the individual no. 2263,

In the 7Tumulus no. 21, at Lapus, have been analyzed the cremated bones of
the two individuals discovered in the urn. Both of them were superficially bumnt.
Especially by considering the long bones, it could be inferred that the first
cremated person (A) was a juvenis between 15-18 years old. The other remnants
have belonged to a possible woman, aged at about 20 years. By the position of the
bones in the urn, as indicated by the archaeologist, it was important to find that the
juvenis bones were at the bottom of the urn, while those of the woman were above,
towards the mouth of the vessel.

At Ciumesti- Bostindrie, in an unnumbered burial excavated in 1962, it was
found a very fragmentary skeleton, superficially burnt. The analysis of those
remnants have indicated a possible adult or mature individual, probably belonging
to the female sex. In the same site, in burial no. 3, have been studied some bones
with the same cremation degree like the previous mentioned ones. The features of
the bones have pointed to a young individual (adolescent or incipient adult), whose
sex could not be determined.
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NOTES

1. In the previous chapter it was rendered the relation between the fire and the
settlements. The cemetery was a projection of the world of the living. Usually, but not as a
rule, tt retlected the welfare of the community and it maintained the power centers that
existed in the every day life. As in the BA Romania two funerary rituals have been

employed,

they have

inhumation and cremation, we will dead here with both of them, 1n as much as
any connection with the fire. Also, when the cultic places are being considered,

we will take into consideration here just those constructions that are connected with the
deceased, because the others have been already mentioned.
2. Comsa 1960: 103; Drimba 1984: 45; Ursulescu 1994: 194sq.; Ciugudean 1996:
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3. Roman 1976a: 31-33; Nikolova 1992: 89; Nikolova 1993: 561-564.
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7. Nestor 1960: 127. For the hygene reasons, see also Zaharia 1989: 427.
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See also the Chapter I (with recent Romanian traditons regarding the fire).
For further discussions about the role of the fire see Florescu 1979:°117.
Florescu 1979:125.
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Florescu 1979: 114.
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32. During the anthropological analysis of the necropolis from Naeni-Colarea, the
authors of the study, namely Dardu Nicoldescu-Plopsor and Mircea St. Udrescu have
identified a femural fragment which they presumed to bear traces of impregnation with the
sicative oil. That bone belonged to a male individual, whose age was estimated to be either
adult or at the limit with the mature category (for details, see Nicoldescu-Plopsor, Udrescu
1981: 452). As there are no chemical studied upon this bone fragment, this must be
considered just a hypothesis which could be proved or denied by following studies.

33. Kacso 1990: 90.

34. In fact, some accounts for the customs regarding the water usage in the various
rituals have been identified at the Getae-Dacian populations by V. Sirbu (see Sirbu 1987:
73-75).

35. Comsa 1997.

36. Nicoldescu-Plopsor 1961: 382.

37. C. Balaceanu-Stolnici has found various locations of the soul for the old times
in this part of Europe. The sould had to be found in the head, cerebral ventricles, liver,
diaphragm. Sometimes also the blood was considered to be the bearer of the human spirit.
In the ancient Greece, the soul consisted of a fluid that was taken from the air (pneuma)
and distributed into the body by various meant, using the cerebral ventricles or the nerves
(Balaceanu-Stolnici 1981: 11-42). At that time, in Greece there were famous schools that
delt with the study of the soul essence. A very important one, with a great impact in the
epoch, was the school of Pitagora. Yet, it is interesting to note an observation made by C.
Bildceanu-Stolnici. He has mentioned that "the correlation among soul, breathing and air
Is not proper to the Pitagora school that is better known for this theory. Thus, the indo-
european dwesiu means fo breathe, but also the soul ot the dead or the soul. Out of the
same root also comes the Greek word theos=divinity, as well as the word in the old Slavic
duch=breathing and dusa=soul. This must be a correlation that comes at least since the
Neolithic times and to which the Greek tilosophy has given a more complex significance”
(Bélaceanu-Stolnici 1981: 25). After Christianization, the Romanian folk tradition has
forwarded several variants regarding the way Adam has obtained his soul. He was either
created by God who has given him the soul, or he was made by the Devil and was given
the soul by God. In some folk poems the soul appears to be taken from the wind or from
the sacred spirit (Candrea 1999: 134-142). As we can see, this 1s also a kind of fluid,
similar to the ancient Greek pneuma. The existence of this pneuma does not exclude its
location into the head.

38. For instance, the head-hunter indians sguaruna or huambisa, called by the
Spanish jivaro (=savage), who inhabited the territories along the Santiago, Morona and
Pastaza rivers, in the amazonian region of the Ecuador and Peru states. They used to cut
away the head of their enemy. The skin and the adjacent tissues were carefully taken oftf
the bones. Then, those skins were filled with hot sand that made them get very small,
without changing the features of the individual. The mouth, eyes and the opening in the
region of the throat (where the skinning has started) were sewed and so the head reached
the dimensions of a fist (the so-called zanza heads). It followed the fixing and conservation
treatments made with plant extracts whose recipes were secretly kept by the shamans of the
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tribes. The heads used to be wore at the belt, existing the belief that this is a way of getting
rid of the spirits of the killed people who, othewise, might have haunted the warrior. The
custom 1s lost now, the last trophees of this kind being made between 1980-1985 (see
permanent exhibition at the Museum of Natural History Grigore Antipa - Bucharest.

39. Ciugudean 1996: 62.

40. Florescu 1980a: 83.

41. Andritoiu 1986-1987: 62.

42. Németi 1969: 67.
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conception must have been accepted on a wider range of Europe as, we found that in Great
Britain, at Stonehenge, one of the interpretations is connected with the funerary character
of the monument. This feature is attested not only by the surrounding necropolises or the
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blocks of the complex have been intentionaly pierced. These holes of the sould is
interpreted in the same manner like the window of the souls from Romania. There is a
possibility that the menhires could have had a magical-religious significance and were not
a tomb stone. As stated by Ivar Lissner “When the soul abandons the body it looks for
anothor place, for another body to get in. This other body is the menhire. It was destined to
receive the soul of a person who was buried in the neighborhood or even far away. This Is
why there are menhires that are carved in such a manner that they show the ruff'torm of the
human body" (Drimba 1984: 49, note 55).

46. Bldjan 1989: 63.

47. Guma 1997: pl. XLII/2.

48. Berciu 1939: 259; Ionitd, Ursachi 1988: 86; Andrijoiu, Rustoiu 1997: 76.
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Chapter IV
DEMOGRAFIC ASPECTS OF THE CREMATION

CEMETERIES DATED BACK IN THE BA OF ROMANIA

The anthropologists were always challenged by the ideea of reconstructing
inasmuch as possible the society of the prehistoric populations. After the burials
discovery, they tried to bring together the pieces of bones, in order to re-create the
skeleton of the individuals. By using the specific elements that are usually
employed in the anthropological determinations, there were found their main
features and characteristics. Yet, this happens in the case of the interred skeletons.
The cremated ones are mostly represented by more or less destroyed remains. In
fortunate situations, there are found teeth or other significant parts of the body,
which can be used for estabilishing the age and sex of the individual. Still, there is
not an unusual situation to have some cremation burials that cannot be determined.
All data collected from skeletons and referring to the age and sex are the starting
point for the paleodemographical studies.

As concemns the information taken from the field, concerning the community
interred in a cemetery, sometimes this could be influenced, by some objective or
subjective factors. Out of the first ones, we could mention:

1. The destruction of a part of the necropolis, due to some sliding grounds,
public utility works, overflows etc.;

2. The between and inside tribal conflicts, which determined the missing of
some skeletons from the cemetery, or the inclusion of others, from another
community;

3. The existence of a larger number of necropolises, having different
locations and being not detected in the field.

Some of the subjective factors that can be taken into account, are:

A. The non-digging of the cemetery in its whole.

B. The partial prelevation of the osteological materials by the anthropologist.

All the mentioned elements have a contribution in getting some biased
results in the skeleton studies regarding the respective cemeteries. This is why, the
data detained by archaeologists, must always be compared with those of the
anthropologists, in order to avoid, as much as possible, the erroneous
interpretations of those burials.

In the following pages, we will briefly present some demographical aspects
of cremation cemeteries from the BA in Romania, aspects referring to the
mortality, with its repartition on age groups and sexes (Table 1), sex ratio (Table
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2), as well as to the life expectancy of the analyzed series (Table 3). For all
mentioned tables, besides the cremation necropolises, we have used the
inhumation ones, in order to provide a more clear image upon the demographic
aspects of the Romanian Bronze Age. All of them have provided elements that
made possible some interpretations regarding the life and health level, of the
communities under study. Of course for each age category, there were some
differences from one necropolis to another, which could probably be determined
by the social-economical regional factors.

A. The infantile mortality

At the archaic populations, its rate was high. The children have frequently
died, because of inadequate care, some wrong habits of their mothers, or lack of
hygiene.

In comparison with the Neolithic times of Romania, the infantile mortality
was higher during the Bronze Age. Yet, this is not a real growth, because in the
Neolithic there were some customs regarding children that made possible the
location of the burials outside the cemetery (usually in the settlement)!. Generally,
the most frequent proportions were concentrated between the limits of 20-40%
(Table 1). As a general feature of the cemeteries from the mentioned period of
time, it could be pointed out the greater weight of the children of the firsi age
category (infans I), in the total of those series. We could note that a large number
of children have died in the necropolis at BistritaZ (30,43%)3 (fig. 4). At Cérna, a
number of 14 individuals, which represented 13.72% from the total, was
represented just by sucklings (0-1 year old). All the subjects deceased in their first
childhood detained 32.35% (Table 1).

There were also necropolises, in which the infans /I category had a higher
mortality than the one of the infans I. As relevant examples in this sense could be
given the cemeteries at Pietroasa Mica (14.06% infans I in comparison with
4.69% infans I), Ghidici (15.79% infans II and 10.53% infans I) and Dumbravita
(18.19% infans II and 9.09% infans I) (Table 1). For this facts it could not be
found a plausible explanation. Yet, by analyzing the evolution trend of the second
period of childhood, it was pointed out its constant increase from the Early, up to
the Late Bronze Age.

B. The mortality of the juvenis category

Usually, the weight of the respective group in the Bronze Age was less
represented than the other age categories. For example, in the cemetery from
Carna, the percentage of the juvenis category had a weight of 1,96% (Table 1).
The reverse situation was found at Ghidici (15,79%) (Table 1), but also at Bistrita

(21,74%) (fig. 4).
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C. The mortality of the.adults

The number of individuals who died at this age category varied from one
necropolis to another.

A relatively small weight of the mentioned age category had the
necropolises at Pietroasa Micd (15.63%), while in the cemeteries at Dumbrévita
(36.36%) (Table 1) and Bistrita (47,83%) it was rather high. Interesting was the
cemetery from Ghidici, where, in the adult categories, just women have been
represented, while men were missing?. Yet, this situation may be biased by the
small number of individuals analyzed in this necropolis.

Usually, in the adult age, the same as in the juvenis group, a greater number
of deceased women has been detected. This is due to the fact that both age
categories being their periods of maximal fertility, a greater number of deaths
appeared as a consequence of parturition, due to some complications (pelvic
infections, septicemia) which appeared during, or soon after it. This situation is
perfectly explainable, taking into account that such events appeared frequently
even in later necropolises.

From the archaeological viewpoint, the existence of some intra- and
intertribal conflicts is a certain fact. Anthropologically, in some cemeteries, it
could be noticed the presence, in greater number of male individuals. They
belonged especially to the adult and mature age groups, and thus, being killed at
the time when those subjects were in full strength. The evident differences
between the number of adult men and women appeared in necropolises such as the
one at Cidma (8.82% men and 4.90% women)>.

D. The mortality of the matures

In comparison with the preceding age group, matures have the highest
mortality rate with a slight trend towards decreasing in the later phases of the BA®.
We consider important to stress here that, for this age category, prevalent was the
male sex, the females reaching lower percentages. This fact could be perfectly
explained, if we take into consideration that most women died, as we previously
said, at the juvenis and adult ages, fact which had as a consequence their presence
in small number at the mature age. In order to give just an example, at Ghidici, the

male mature individuals reached 26.32%, in comparison with the females, that
detained 5.26%".

E. The mortality of the seniles

Generally, the number of individuals who have reached the senile age was
small in the Bronze Age. In the necropolises of the Middle Bronze Age that we are
interested in (Dumbrdvifa, Ghidici, Cdrna, Pietroasa Mica), this age category was
mussing. All these aspects point out the fact that the archaic populations didn't have
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a long life, the subjects seldom passing over the adult or mature age. In the case of
women, it could be pointed out their prevalence in the age group under study.
When they could surpass their fertile period, they used to live longer then men,
due to the higher rezistence of their body.

As a general feature of the Bronze Age, it could be noticed the increase in
number of the individuals who died at the senile age, due to the better social-
economical conditions, compared with the Neolithic times. The higer economical
level has determined the growth of the life duration, by the presence in larger
number of the longevives individuals8.

F. The sex-ratio

Normally, between the two sexes existed no great discrepancies as concerns
their weight in some necropolises (Table 2). This is why, if the percentages had
close values, it was considered that their proportion was balanced (e.g. Ghidici -
fig. 6 - where 50% men and 50% women existed -Table 2). There were also
identified necropolises in which women and men existed in very different
proportions (Table 2). In the cemetery at Carna, due to the greater number of
individuals with unknown sex, any assumptions could be made, concerning the sex
ratio. In the series at Dumbravita (fig. 7), the female subjects detained a higher
percentage (54.14%, in comparison with 42.80% the male ones). In other cases,
like the cemeteries from Pietroasa Mica (fig. 5), it could be noticed that the male
individuals were better represented than the female ones. This fact, associated with
the existence of a funerary inventory consisting mostly of weapons, has led to the
conclusion that the respective individuals could have died mostly due to some
intra- or intertribal conflicts.

G. The life expectancy

In the Bronze Age, the average age at death tempted to grow starting from
the early to the late phase. For the cemeteries with a lesser number of individuals,
like those from Ghidici and Dumbrévita, the mentioned indicator has been
calculated by the average age at death.

Yet, for the different large cemeteries it could be noticed the existence of a
regional variation of this indicator, certainly determined by specific social-economical
factors. In order to have a better illustration of this assertion, in table no. 3 we have
used both the data coming from cremation cemeteries and those from inhumation
ones, of course, all dated back in the Bronze Age.

H. Concluding remarks
The Romanian Bronze Age has as one of the most important feature the high

infantile mortality, especially when children of the age infans I are concerned.
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Still, there are some exceptions to that rule, in the necropolises from Pietroasa
Mica and Ghidici, where the infans Il individuals have prevailed.

The adolescents have deceased less frequently both than the children and the
adults. In the cemetery at Pietroasa Mica, the juvenile subjects and adults were in
equal proportions.

As to the adults, we could say that their mortality was higher for the women,
because they lacked the hygiene and medical assistance during parturition.

At the mature age category, the male individuals were represented in greater
number, than the female ones.

For the seniles, it has been noticed the trend of increasing their weight in the
series, starting from the EBA, up to the LBA. This fact would have an explanation
if we have in view that the society of that time had a better economical level, in
comparison with the Neolithic times. The improved living conditions have also
determined a higher average age at death, even if in some necropolises it was still
very low. ‘

The sex-ratio was generally balanced, excepting the necropolises at
Pietroasa Mica for instance, where men outnumbered women, probably due to
some inter- or intratribal conflicts, in which, of course, men were mostly affected.

As a final conclusion, we could say that the populations buried in the
cremation necropolises of the Romanian BA had a mortality that reflected the low
development level of the society. The demographical evolution was very similar in
all regions of the country, because it was placed under the influence of analogous
economical and social systems and, not at the least, of the customs and beliefs of
the people.

Necropolis Total Infans | Infans I Juvenis Adultus Maturus
Number Number % Number % Number % Number % Number %

Cama 102 33 3235 5 490 2 19 22 2157 40 39.22
Dumbrivija 19 2 10.53 3 15.79 3 15.79 4 21.05 7 36.84
Ghidici 11 1 9.09 2 18.18 1 9.09 4 36.36 3 27127

Table 1 - Repartition of the individuals on age groups and their weight in the series,
for the necropolises under study.
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Necropolis Males Females

- No. % No. %
Zimnicea | 20 54.05 17 45.95
Sarata Monteoru 60 52.20 55 47.82
Pietroasa Mica 34 65.38 18 34.62.
Céandesti 133 62.44 80 37.56
Cioinagi-Balintesti 8 57.14 6 42.86
Ghidici 5 50.00 5 50.00
Dumbravita 3 42.86 4 57.14
Trusesti 35 58.33 25 41.66
Braesti 14 100 - -
Zimnicea [I 14 53.85 12 46.15

Table 2 - Sex-ratios in some cemeteries of the Bronze Age in Romania.

Necropolis TotalO-x years Males20-x years Females20-x years
Zimnicea | 28.29 35.93 40.00
Sarata Monteoru 22.00 - -
Candesti 22.11 37.29 34.38
Ghidici 25.71 47.00 31.00
Dumbridvita 24.23 40.00 24.80
Cioinagi-Balintesti 27.00 - -

Trusesti 28.02 47.29 42.72
Braesti 27.80 49.20 -
Zimnicea Il 22.92 29.80 27.50

Table 3 - Average age at death in some cemeteries of the Bronze Age in Romania.
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Fig. 1 - The proportion between the age categories in the necropolis at Bistrita.

Pietroasa Mica

Females
B Males

I

w5

65%

Fig. 2 - The proportion between males and females in the necropolis
at Pietroasa Mica.

Females
E Males

Fig. 3 - The proportion between males and females in the necropolis at Ghidici.
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Dumbravita

O Females
B Males

Fig. 4 - The proportion between males and females in the necropolis at
Dumbravita.

NOTES

1. Comsa 1998a: 18-35.

2. The anthropological analysis or this cemetery has been mentioned by two
archaeologists (Crisan 1970: 145-149) and Andritoiu (1994: 149). They have provided the
data we have employed for the graph in this text, without other details. We haven't found in
the anthropological literature any article referring to the necropolist at Bistrifa.

3. This necropolis could not be included in Table 1, because the infans [ and infans
II age groups were not separated, being mentioned just the 7 children in all. Besides, the
sex of the juvenis and adult individual had no sex mentioned in the sources we found (see,
for instance, Andritoiu, 1994: 149). We have to mention again that we found any published
anthropological study concemning this cemetery.

4. Comsa 1999.

5. Nicoldescu-Plopsor 1961: 378-380, table 1 and 2.

6. Miu 1996: 9-14.

7. Comsa 1999.

8. Maksimilian et al. 1963: 15, 69.
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Chapter V
SOME CONCLUSIONS

Those mentioned in the previous chapters are certainly proving that the fire
has been a constant presence, with a primordial significance in the every day life
of the people, but also on the occasion of some magical-religious rituals or burial
ceremonies of the Romanian BA.

The fire was initially taken out of the nature and subsequently created by
using two pieces of wood that were rubbed one upon another until the resulted heat
was lighting the easily flamable organic matters, or by hitting two flintstones one
with another. The hearth, that appeared under such conditions, became an element
of socialization and progress. Around the fire, around the hearth, this real
ombilicus mundi, has been structured, sedimented and developed the society!. The
fire 1s present and involved in establishing the settlements and most probably the
necropolises, bringing its contribution to the purification of the place, to the
construction of the dwellings and shelters, to the raising of some artifical
fortifications of the settlement, to the processing of some raw materials and
transforming them into implements, weapons, adornments. The fire helped at the
food preparations, at heating and lighting,.

The fire and the world of the living

Taking into account that, excepting the south-eastern part and partly the
south-western region of Romania the remaining territory was forested, it is evident
that the people of the BA, if could not find a clearing in the major vegetation both
for establishing their settlements and to enlarge the space they needed for the
practising of agriculture, they used to deforest some perimeters, either by cutting
down the trees, an operation which is rather difficult, or, more often, by using the
fire. Of course, there is not too much information regarding this type of cleaning
the area that was destined for fixing a settlement. Still, some situations that have
been registered in the archaeological record in the sites at Carei-Bobald and
Carlomanesti? are eloquent examples.

Once the place has been cleaned of vegetation, some foundation rituals used
to be perfomed, that unfortunately, could not be clearly identified by the
archaeological studies. Specific rituals must have been done also on the occasion
of founding some constructions, no matter if they were dwellings or shelters. Some
finds, especially animal remains, seem to converge towards this hypothesis. We
have to mention that in the Otomani milieu, in order to assure a good resistance of
the constructions in time some rituals existed, being practised by the entire
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community and sometimes including even human sacrifices3. Thus, in the close
neighboring of the entrance in the megaron temple at Silacea, a child skeleton has
been discovered. At Otomani, near a dwelling, a woman has been placed in an
unusual position, her legs being tied. Anthropologically speaking, it could be
inferred that her age at the moment she deceased was around 55 years (immaturus 1)
and phenotipically resembled the individuals in the quadruple burial at Silacea?.
Close to the woman, another skeleton has been unearthed, probably belonging to
an adult, being buried together with a dog skull.

Such human sacrifices were also specific to the Otomani communities from
across the borders of Romania, such a confirmation being found at Spiski Stvrto
(Slowakia)3. We have to remind here that in the fortified settlement uncovered
there, in a ritual pit, 9 people violently killed have been found, having around them
objects made unuseful on purpose, by breaking them. The filling earth contained a
lot of ash mixed with burnt animal bones.

As we could see, the fire installations (hearths, ovens, some pits) have been
located both in the perimeter of the constructions and outside them. Evidently,
those installations had a certain functionality. First, we have to mention the
domestic one, the hearths and the ovens being employed for the food preparation.
Also, they were used as a source for heating and lighting. Some hearths had also a
cultic role, upon them being cooked the foods used in some magical-religious
ceremonies.

The fire in some pits has been used in some workshops for producing metal
objects. In fact, the hearth was not present only in such workshops but also in
others, like those for chopping flint artifacts as found at Mironesti-La Panait®.

The power of the fire was also necessary in creating a large line of bumnt
clay products. Hearths identical to those described in Chapter II, have been
identified in some ranges that get over the borders of today Romania, even if those
civilizations are represented on its territory too (Noua in Republic of Moldova,
Otomani in Hungary and Slowakia, Tei in Bulgaria, Suciu de Sus in the Ukraine).

Evidently, the hearth types of the BA have been maintained in the Romanian
space along all periods, reaching up to the 19t-20'h centuries of the 279 millenium
A.D. Of course, the weight of a certain type or another has varied in time: for some
has increased, for others, on the contrary, has decreased. In some cases, the simple
stove or the one with oven have taken the place of the open hearth. As we could
see in Chapter I, the hearth (the stove plays even today a significant role for the
Romanians, especially for those in the rural milieu, mainly in the villages which
are not shadowed by big cities.

The data regarding the hearth of the BA as a factor around which an entire
family, group of families or the whole community gravitates are almost inexistent.
The location, often chaotic of the houses and implicitly of the hearths (fact which
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is also valid for the domestic and storage pits), doesn't provide us clear information
in the sense of the up mentioned issue. Evidently, the hearth inside the dwelling
served to a single family. The exterior ones were probably used in common by
several families or by a larger family comprising families-generations.

Unfortunately, the presence of the hearths in the settlements, doesn't offer us
a picture. of the inner structure of the habitate, the social organization of the
community and the number of its members. We have already found the
presumption about the inner single hearths. Yet, the presence of several hearths in
a larger construction gives complications to the demographic calculations. To all
these, the existence of the exterior hearths can be added, which, as we mentioned,
could be employed by several families.

In the Glina settlement at Schitu-Gaura Despei, 6 constructions and 3 pits
could be investigated’. In the dwelling no. 6 a hearth has been unearthed. Another
hearth was an exterior one. A pit was found inside the same dwelling, some others
were outside. The last pit, filled with earth, ash and rare pigments of adobe,
located not far from the dwelling, had on its bottom the beheaded skeleton of a
dog. By analyzing the position of the dwellings, pits and hearths, all arranged
according to a certain plan and considering that we have investigated the entire
settlement, we can hardly estimate the social sructure of the community. It is
difficult to make any statements regarding the number of persons that inhabited the
settlement. Judging the dimensions of the dwellings, the individuals that could
live inside them - in number of six, two adults and the rest children, hypothetically
and ideally, we can estimate that the total population of the village has reached a
maximal number of 30-36 persons8.

We have also found a similar situation in a Glina settlement, namely at
Schitu-La Conac®. There, four surface constructions, four domestic pits, a storage
one and some hearths have been investigated, being located either inside or outside
the dwelling.

Even if the Tei settlement at Mogosesti was not entirely preserved due to the
sliding grounds and so it could not be completely studied, the relation hearths-
constructions-social structure seem to be more clear!0. Thus, the hearths no. 1-3
have served the dwelling no. 1 with special destination, the hearth no. 3bis was
located in the absidal area of the complex no. 2, while the hearths 4-7 have
flancked the comers of the burnt clay platform. Consequently, each hearth had a
clear destination. The first 3 have been used during some specific activities (we
consider that the mentioned construction was a cultic one, for the men, of warriors
gatherings)!!. To the same activities have been destined the hearths in_the comers
of the platform!2. The hearth 3bis had a domestic use, being employed for the
heating and lighting the deepened dwelling, but also for the food preparation.
Thus, keeping in mind those complexes as well as other constructions, the
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domestic and storage pits investigated, we could say that the settlement at
Mogosesti had a perimeter destined for the cultic activities, located most probably
in the center of the village, and another laic one for habitation and quotidian
activities.

Regarding the decorated cultic hearths from Sighisoara-Dealu/ Turcului, a
feary debate has existed!3. N. Boroffkal4 has questioned the belonging of these
hearths to the Wietenberg culture. Subsequently, as a decorated fragment of a
hearth has been found in a cultic pit at Albesti, he changed his opinion!3.

As we have already seen, the fire has made possible the food preparation.
The meat and plants have been transformed by fire, thus, making more accesible
and diversified the nutrition of man. Some vegetables have been boiled, the same
like a part of the meat. The meat could be also fried or roasted. The seeds,
especially the cereal ones, after being grinded, have been also boiled, thus being
obtained mashes or have been baked, thus being made small breads.

Not only for the food has been transformed the raw material by using the
fire. Some other categories of raw materials were the ores and clay that underwent
the same process.

In the MBA, but especially in the LBA and the beginning of the first phase
of the Iron Age a more intense metallurgical activity has been detected, especially
in Transylvania and less intensely in Banat. The other historical provinces have
also accounts for the metal processing, only that, due to the lack of raw material
has been less intensly performed by the communities in Oltenia, Muntenia,
Dobroudja and Moldova. Notably, the moulding elements, metal objects, moulding
remnants have been discovered both in the settlements, burials but also in the
deposits. In the latter case, the metal objects have become prestige goods.

The fire has received a primary role in developing some objects categories,
that became indispensabile to the every day life, but also to the magical-religious
practises, as it was the pottery. The multitude of vase types, of other burnt clay
objects, that could entirely be recovered or just in fragments, in large quantities in
the settlements but also in necropolises or isolated burials are proves in this sense.
A significant part of pottery has been used in the households for keeping,
preparing or consuming the foods and liquids. Some of the recipients were rather
ruffly made, some others being done more carefully and with a better quality clay.
Their burning, being either intense, by using various wood essences for
combustion has created the possbility to obtain other kinds of recipients too.

Among other burnt clay pieces - out of which we have chosen just few
(idols, culltic tables, altars, hearths, Fufischalen, fuming vases, Feuerbocke) out of
their large line - have been employed in the every day life, while others in the
cultic ones. Not few are those with double utility and we consider here some vases
- the cups for instance are found both in the settlements and in the burials, also the
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miniatural houses etc. Interestingly, in the LBA, according to A. Vulpel®, it seems
that the importance of the prestige goods has been replaced by the value of the
metal. In his opinion, the presence of the fragmentary picces simbolizes on one
hand their primary function and on the other hand their value in metal, a process
that seem to point to a laicisation of the sacred significance, the sacred value
being replaced by the metal quantity that still maintains a sacred significance!”.

In-the MBA but mosly in the LBA and Early Iron Age!8, near metal pieces
depositions, pottery is also placed. In Chapter II we have mentioned the cups
deposit found upon a hearth at Cornesti!? in the Vatina milieu0. Also, we have
referred to the large construction with a special destination belonging to the Tei
Culture and discovered at Mogosesti2l. Also to the mentioned cultural
manifestation it belongs the deposit with 12 cups unearthed at Popesti2? and also
12 cups have been unearthed in a pit at Bucuresti-Cafe/u Nou?3, and to the
Verbicioara and Noua cultures those at Govora (17 vases deposed in a pit dug into
chalk, that did not contain animal bones, ahs or charcoals)?4, respectively at
Feldioara23. We should not forget the deposits at Valea Iui Mihai and Oradea-
Salca26.

The after world of the BA people

Up to now, it was made an in-depth study regarding the relation between the
fire and the settlements. In other words, 1ts connection with the world of the living.

Each society is functioning according to its own rules and has its own
customs and beliefs. Especially when passsage rites are taken into acount, people
are very careful and do their best in order to fulfill all the various rituals that have
to be done on certain occasions (birth, marriage, death). This is an information we
know from the recent communities but, it must have been so for the old
populations too.

Going back to the BA people, we should emphasize here that, indeed, a
large piece of information is provided by the investigations carried out in the
settlements. A part of the spiritual life of those communities can be detected there.
Also, some aspects referring to the family or society can be inferred in such a
study as they were up mentioned. Still, we have to notice that the largest
documentation about the beliefs and customs of a society can be obtained through
the anthropological analysis of the cemeteries, as well as through a lot of attention
paid to the rites and rituals employed there.

And because we have mentioned the settlement, we should also point out the
various relations existing between this one and the cemetery. For instance, a
settlement might have a single necropolis that is located at a certain distance from
it. We should not elude the ideea that also, the only existing settlement might have
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several cemeteries, especially when it comprises a large number of individuals or
is inhabited for a very long time.

These necropolises can girdle the scttlement or, in some cases, can be spread
around 1t, according to the possibilities of digging burials in the region. When the
number of cemeteries is large and they are not discovered by archaeologists, they
provide a somehow biased information about the individuals of the settlement.
Things are even more complicated when the cemeteries contain just people
belonging to a certain age category or sex (children, women, men). Fortunately,
even 1f such finds exist elsewhere, in Romania there are no accounts for this kind
of necropolises. Of course, the number of children interred in the cemeteries is not
small, but, this fact is determined by some certain factors and not by the rituals
employed there. Besides, there are cases when children are being sacrificed for
various reasons, which we cannot surely find.

It is interesting to note here also the cultic places which, in some cases, are
located between the settlement and the necropolis. We consider this location to be
of a great importance, because it was in a kind of neutral land, where the living
people could encounter the spirits of the dead or could invoke them for help when
needed.

Cremation has appeared as a consequence of a deep change that occurred in
the spirituality of the people, that resulted in the appearance of the duality body
and soul. This conception has found a proper way of thinking, that allowed people
to adopt it more easily. In fact, as we pointed out, this must have been an older
ideea, taken over and intensly developed by the Bronze Age communities. Of
course, this process lasted a longer time and this is why, even in the mentioned
period there are still biritual cemeteries, despite the fact that the rite of cremation
was spread on a wide area. In fact, when the funerary rite is considered, the BA is
a kind of transitional stage from the inhumation towards cremation, that in the
subsequent periods would became almost generally employed.

The most important thing that happened during the cremation was the
burning of the dead, when the physical part of the body was destroyed, having as a
purpose to release the soul of the deceased.

We have thought a lot about the pyres that have been unearthed in Romania.
In our opinion the largest one, at Sirata Monteoru, could be used not for only a
corpse, but for several ones at the same time. It could be very useful during the
epidemics or when battle prisoners had to be sacrificed. Of course, even if its
dimensions are large, on certain occasions a single cadaver could be burnt too.

We should also make here some comments regarding the position of the dead
on the pyre. It is very important to know how it was. The deceased was placed in an
extended or in a flexed position? In our opinion we think that each of them could
have had a certain symbolism. The extended one could be a sign that the individual
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would have been destined for becoming a messenger to the gods and to send them
the requests of the community, while the flexed one could mean a return of the
individual to the foetus stage, thus being prepared for the revival in the after world.
We should not forget that most of the entirely or partly cremated individuals were
dressed when being set to fire, bore their weapons, adornments or implements and
were even accompanied by faithful animals, servants or possible relatives.

As concemns the burial rituals, it is very interesting to note their diversity
identified for the territory of Romania. As the Bronze Age people were very
practical ones, like all prehistoric communities, they would have done nothing
without a motivation. This is why, we consider that each category or rituals must
have been employed on certain situations (people without relatives, foreigners).
Some of them must have also underwent some changes in order to protect the
community from the ghosts. Some of the burials might have been connected with
rituals of foundation, of fertility or the like. Some of them could not be decoded, as
the case found at Sibiseni, in burials no. 35 or 4027, |

The urns, as we could see, were the permanent or temporary locations for
the souls of the deceased. Such a conception, regarding the necessity of having a
rest in an object made of a resistant material was identified on wide areas, not only
of Europe but worldwide. This points out the fragile structure of the souls, which
can easily be destroyed when being free, without any cover. We have also posed
ourselves a question. Why did the BA commmunities had to break the pots during
the funerary ceremony? Making a comparison with the customs existing in today
Romania, we have drawn the conclusion that they must have done that for
protecting the comumunity agains the spirits that wouldn't like to leave and could
find a rest in those vases. [t was not necessary that all pottery should be broken
because some vessels contained the food and drinks that accompanied the dead in
the after world so that, they played a major role in the ceremony. Also, it was very
important that the soul could detach from the body after being purified by fire.
This is why the flames had to touch the corpse at least for a short time or to purify
the pit. Thus, by a sympathetic contact between the cadaver and the pit, the former
could became pure.

There are many cremation cemeteries discovered in Romania but just few of
them have been anthropologically studied. Of course, depending upon the intensity
of the crematory process, the features of the individuals could be identified in a
large or small number. In this respect, just two material cultures of the Bronze Age
are better known, namely the Wietenberg and Garla Mare civilizations. From the
first one the cemteries at Bistrifa and Dumbrivifa are known, while from the
second the necropolises at Cirna and Ghidici are studied by now. As already
mentioned in Chapter III, there are also some isolated finds or burials coming
from biritual cemteries that have been also taken for study.
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The data resulted from the anthropological investigations were the basis for
the demographic comparisons that appears in Chapter IV. A fact which is well
known for the Romanian BA is the high rate of infantile mortality, determined by
the lack of hygene and unproper living conditions for the small children. As soon
as the childhood was surpassed, the juvenile and adult age categories contained a
large number of female individuals that, due to the birth complications died at
early ages.

The matures are mostly represented by males, as they were involved both in
intra- or intertribal conflicts, being at the age when their their full strenght was
achieved. If the females could get over the adult age, they were mostly represented in
the senile category, as they have a better resistence of the body in comparison with
men and in connection with their capacity of giving birth to children, when their
imunitary system has to face the challenges of the milieu both for mother and child.

The sex-ratio is sometimes biased by the incomplete study of the cemeteries
(Cama, Ghidici) or by the impossibility of establishing the sex of some individuals
but, usually, the proportion between the two sexes is balanced. There are cases,
like in the biritual necropolis at Pietroasa Mica,.when the number of men excede
that of the women, or even the reverse situation, when men are outnumbered by
women. The most important conclusion resulted out of the demographical study is
the higher longevity of the BA people in comparison with the Neolithic times. This
was influenced by the higher economical level of the communities that also
resulted in better living conditions for the individuals.

NOTES

1. Gogaltan 1996: 14.

2. Carciumaru 1996: 72; Német1 1997: 124.

3. Comsa - Schuster 1995: 282 sq.

4. In burial no. 1, also belonging to the Otomani culture, the skeleton of a man aged
at about 40 zears (maturus I) a woman of aproximately 50 years, a girl of about 13-13,5
years (Infans [I-juvenis) and a suckling of 2-2,5 months probably also of female sex have
been discovered, all individuals being set in unusual positions. According to the
anthropological determinations made upon them, a certain phenotipical uniformity could
be noticed. Also, it was drawn the conclusion that between the male and the female
skeletons could exist the kinship relation of brother-sister and not husband-wife. The age
difference existing between those two individuals (the woman being older than the man)
could be considered to be another account for that ideea. Also, the adolescent was the
daughter of the woman and the suckling the child of the juvenis individual, as she could
give birth to children at the age of 13-13,5 years. It was presumed that, at least three of
those four persons have violently deceased, while the abnormal positions have been fixed
before the cadaver rigidity.
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5. Nizna Misla 1993: 93.

6. Schuster, Popa 1995: 39.

7. Schuster 1997: 204sq. and hig. 21.

8. Schuster 1997: 46.

9. Schuster 1997: 206 and figs. 20; 22.

10. Schuster, Popa 2000: 23sq. and fig. 7-12.

11. Schuster, Popa 2000: 28.

12. Schuster, Popa 2000: 36sq.

13. Regarding these aspcts see Boroftka 1994: 104.

14. Boroftka 1994: 104.

15. Balta, Boroftka 1996: 380, 390 and fig. 102.

16. Vulpe 1996b: 520, 522.

17. According to A. Vulpe (1996b: 522) there are several metal deposits, among
which there are those in which fragmentary pieces have been associated with lumps, being
identified especially in the northern and north-western Romania (Vulpe 1996b: 524).

18. Vulpe 1996b: 524.

19. Radu 1972: 271sqq.

20. M Guma has assigned the finds at Cornesti to the moment denominated by him
as Cornesti-Crvenka (1997: 43sqq.).

21. Schuster, Popa 2000: 27sq.

22. Vulpe 1996b: 524.

23. Leahu 1966: 59. Interestingly, also at Bucuresti- Care/u Nou have been
identified six grooves-pits into which the inhabitants of the Te1 II] settlements have
gathered and deposited the remains of the Tei I habitation situated on the hillfoot.

24. Berciu, Purcarescu, Roman 1961: 134 sqq. and fig. 3/1-6. Acording to A. Vulpe
(1996b: 524) the find belongs to the Govora group. For details regarding the issue of the
Govora group and the adverse attitudes see Palincas 1996; Palincas 1997; Schuster 2000:
30sq.

25. Székely 1953: 12.

26. Kacso 1990: 97; Vulpe 1996b: 524.

27. Andrifon 1992: 34.
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TABLE 1
Early Bronze Age
(the most important cultures)

Intra-Carpathian regions Extra-Carpathian regions
(Transylvania, Crisana, (Oltenia, Muntenia,
Maramures, Banat): Moldova, Dobrogea):
Zabala Twmular ochre burials
Mako Yamnaia
Schneckenberg Glina
Livezile Catacomb burials
Vucedol Bogdanesti
Copaceni Monteoru
Nir Odaia Turcului
Rosia Nieni (-Schneckenberg)
Jigodin The Horizon of cist burials
Vinkovci Orlesti (-Gornea)
Soimus
Iernut
Mures (Periam-Pecica)
Gorea (-Orlesti)
Sanislau
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TABLE 2

Middle Bronze Age
(the most important cultures)

Intra-Carpathian regions
(Transylvania, Crisana,

Extra-Carpathian regions
(Oltenia, Muntenia,

Maramures, Banat): Moldova, Dobrogea):
Ciomortan Tei
Wietenberg Verbicioara

Vatina Monteoru
Otomani Costisa
Suciu de Sus Garla Mare

Mures
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TABLE 3

Late Bronze Age
(the most important cultures)

Intra-Carpathian regions
(Transylvania, Crisana,

Extra-Carpathian regions
(Oltenia, Muntenia,

Maramures, Banat): Moldova, Dobrogea):
Otomani Tei
Wietenberg Monteoru

Suciu de Sus

Racoviteni-Petrisoru (?)

Mures Garla Mare
Igrita Balta Sarata
Cehalut Cruceni-Belegis
Lapus Verbicioara
Hiigelgraberkeramik Coslogeni
Biharea (?) Zimnicea-Plovdiv
Noua The mixture horizon (Tei, Coslogeni,

Zimnicea-Plovdiv)

Noua
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TABLE 4

Rites of the main material cultures
and cultural groups of the BA!

Matenial culture/ Inhumation Cremation Bintual
cultural group
Balta Sarata X
Ciomortan X
the horizon of cist burials X
Copéceni X
Costisa X
Cruceni-Belegi$§ X
Garla Mare X
Glina X
Hiigelgraber X
lgrita
Jigodin X
Livezile X
Monteoru X
Nieni-Schneckenberg X
Nir X
Noua X
Periam-Pecica (Mures) X
Otomani X
Petrisoru-Racoviteni X
Rosia X
Sanislau X
Suciu de Sus X
Soimus X
Tei X
Vatina X
Verbicioara X
Wietenberg X
Zabala X
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NOTES

1 Out of the rich bibliography, we mention: Crisan 1960; Dumitrescu 1960;
Harfuche, Anastasiu 1965; Székely 1970; Roman et al. 1973; Zahana 1973; Székely 1977,
Bader 1978; Florescu 1978; Florescu 1979; Emodi 1980; Székely 1980; Vulpe,
Drambocianu 1981; Andrifoiu 1986-1987; Leahu 1987; Ursulescu, Sadurschi 1988;
Székely 1989; Blajan 1989; Birzu 1989; Machnik 1991; Andrifoiu 1992; Rogozea 1992;
Székely 1992; Sicarin 1993; Németi, Roman 1994-19935; Comori 1995; Rotea 1995;
Német1 1996b; Ciugudean 1996; Németi1 1996b; Schuster 1997; Morintz 1997b; Ciugudean
1998; Serbidnescu, Balteanu 1998; Székely 1998c; Gogaltan 1999; etc.
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THE LIST OF THE SITES MENTIONED IN THE TEXT

(the commune, town and county being mentioned*)

ACAS = commune Acis, Satu Mare County;

AGRISTEU = commune Bélauseri, Mures County;

AITON = commune Aiton, Cluj County;

ALBESTI = commune Albesti, Botosani County;

ALBESTI = suburban commune of the Sighisoara town, Mures County;
AMPOITA = commune Metes, Alba County;

ANADOLINA = commune Ciocanesti, lalomita County;

ANDRID = commune Andrid, Satu Mare County:

ANDRIESENI = commune Andrieseni, Iasi County;

APAHIDA = commune Apahida, Cluj County;

APA SARATA = village included into the Cimpulung town, Arges County;
ARCHIUD = commune Teaca, Bistrifa-Nasidud County,

ATEL = commune Atel, Sibiu County;

BAIA = commune Baia, Tulcea County;

BALDOVINESTI = commune Vadeni, Braila County;

BALINTESTI CIOINAGI = commune Beresti-Maria, Galati County;
BALSA = commune Balsa, Hunedoara County;

BALTA SARATA = village included into the Caransebes town, Caras-Severin
County;

BALTA VERDE = village part of the suburban commune Podari belonging to the
Craiova city, Dolj County;

BAND = commune Band, Mures County;

BARLAD = Barlad town, Vaslui County;

BACAINTI = commune Sibot, Alba County;

BADENI = commune Moldovenesti, Cluj County;

BAGAU = commune Lopadea Noui, Alba County;

BALENI = commune Bileni, Galati County;

BANEASA = commune Bineasa, Galati County;

BARBOASA = commune Oncesti, Baciu County;

BATARCI = commune Bitarci, Satu Mare County;

BECHET = commune Orodel, Dolj County;

BECLEAN = Beclean town, Bistrifa Ndsaud County;

BELTIUG = commune Beltiug, Satu Mare County;

BEREA = commune Sanisldu, Satu Mare County;

BERNADEA = commune Bahnea, Mures County;

BERVENI = commune Berveni, Satu Mare Countyj,
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BEUDIU = commune Nuseni, Bistrita-Nisaud County;

BIHAREA = commune Biharea, Bihor County;

BICACI = commune Cefa, Bihor County,

BISTRITA = Bistrita town, Bistrita-Ndsdud County;

BLAGESTI = commune Bligesti, Vaslui County;

BLAJEL = commune Blijel, Sibiu County;

BODEASA = commune Saveni, Botosani County;

BODESTII DE JOS = commune Bodesti, Neamt County;
BOGDANA-VOLOSENI = commune Stinilesti, Vaslui County;

BOGDANESTI = commune Bogdinesti, Baciu County;

BOGDANESTI = commune Filciu, Vaslui County;

BOGONOS = commune Lefcani, lasi County;

BOINESTI = commune Bixad, Satu Mare County;

BOIU = commune Rapoltu Mare, Hunedoara County,

BORLESTI = commune Borlesti, Neamt County;

BOZIA NOUA = commune Berezeni, Neamt County;

BOZIA NOUA = today part of the Bozia village, commune Filciu, Vaslui County;
BOZIENII DE SUS = commune Dulcesti, Neam{ County;

BRANET = commune Bérza, Olt County;

BRASOV = Brasov city, Brasov County;

BRATOVOIESTI = commune Bratovoiesti, Dolj County;

BRADUT = commune Briduf, Covasna County;

BRAESTI = commune Briesti, Botosani County;

BRAILITA = Briila city, Briila County;

BUCURA = village included into the Vanju Mare town, Mehedinti County,
BUCURESTI = quarters: Baneasa, Bucurestii Noi, Cédtelu Nou, Ciurel, Colentina,
Fundeni, Lunca Barzesti, Pantelimon, Tei, Vacaresti; suburban villages and
communes = Cemica, Chiajna, Chitila, Glina, Pantelimon, Otopeni, Rosu;
BUGEAC = commune Ostrov, Constanta County;

BULBUCANI = commune Gropnifa, lasi County;

BULZESTI = commune Bulzesti, Dolj County;

BUTIMANU = commune Butimanu, Dambovita County;

CAREI = Carei town, Satu Mare;

CASOLT = commune Rosia, Sibiu County;

CAVINDESTI = commune Cavindesti, Galafi County;

CAMPIA TURZII = Campia Turzii town, Cluj County;

CANDESTI = commune Dumbriveni, Vrancea County;

CARLOMANESTI = commune Vernesti, Buzdu County;

CARNA = former village, now included into the Dunireni village, commune

Goicea, Dolj County;
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CABESTI = commune Cibesti, Baciu County;

CALATA = commune Cilitele, Cluj County;

CALARASI = commune Cilirasi, Botosani County;

CALATEA = commune Astileu, subordinated to the Alesd town, Bihor County;
CASCIOARELE = commune Cascioarele, Cilirasi County;

CAUAS = commune Ciuas, Satu Mare County;

CEHALUT = commune Cehal, Satu Mare County;

CEHEI = village included into the Simleul Silvaniei town, Silaj County;
CERNAT = commune Cemat, Covasna County;

CERU BACAINTI = commune Céru Baciinfi, Alba County;

CETEA = commune Galda de Jos, Alba County;

CHEILE AIUDULUI = commune Livezile, Alba County;

CHERESEU = commune Santdu, Satu Mare County;

CHINTELNIC = commune Sieu-Mdégherus, Bistrifa-Ndsaud County;
CHIRCESTI = commune Miclesti, Vaslui1 County;

CICEU-CORABIA = commune Petru Rares, Bistrifa-Nasiaud County;
CIUGHINEA = commune Ripiceni, Botosani County;

CIUMESTI = commune Sanislau, Satu Mare County;

CIUTA = commune Obreja, Caras Severin County;

CLOPOTIVA = commune Rau de Mori, Hunedoara County;
CLUIJ-NAPOCA = Cluj-Napoca city, Cluj County;

CIONAGI = village included into the Balintesti village, suburban commune
Beresti-Meria, Galati County;

CIRITEI = village part of the Piatra Neamt city, Neamt County;

COLDAU = village belonging to the Beclean town, Bistrifa Nisiud County;
COMANESTI = commune Cavadinesti, Galati County;

CONSTANTA = Constanta city, Constanta County;

CORLATENI = commune Corliteni, Botosani County;

COROTENI = commune Slobozia Bradului, Vrancea County;

CORNESTI = commune Comesti, Cluj County;

CORNESTI = commune Ortisoara, Timis County;

CORNII DE SUS = commune Tatiresti, Bacdu County;

COSLOGENI = commune Dichiseni, Caldrasi County;

COSTISA = commune Costisa, Neamt County;,

COSENI = suburban village of the Sfantu Gheorghe city, Covasna County;
CRASNA = commune Crasna, Silaj County;

CRASNA = commune Albesti, Vaslui County;

CRASNALEUCA = commune Cofusca, Botosani County;
CRACIUNESTI = commune Bocicoiu Mare, Maramures County;
CRASANI = commune Balaci, Ialomita Countyj,
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CUCIULATA = commune Hoghiz, Brasov County;

CUGIR = Cugir town, Alba County;

CULCIU MARE = commune Culciu, Satu Mare County;
CURTENI = commune Oltenesti, Vaslui County;
CURTUIUSENI = commune Curtuiuseni, Bihor County;
DAIA ROMANA = commune Daia Roméni, Alba County;
DANCU = commune Holboca, lasi County;

DAVIDENI = commune Tambucani, Neam{ County;
DABULENI = commune Dibuleni, Dolj County;

DEALU MORII = commune Dealu Morii, Bacdu County;
DERSIDA = commune Bobota, Silaj County;

DEVA = Deva city, Hunedoara County;

DEUSU = commune Chinteni, Cluj County;

DINDESTI = commune Andrid, Satu Mare County;
DOBRA = commune Supur, Satu Mare County;

DOBRIC = commune Caianu Mare, Bistrifa Nasiud County;,
DODESTI = commune Banca, Vaslui County;,

DOINA = commune Girov, Neam{ County,

DOMANESTI = commune Moftiu, Satu Mare County;
DOROLTU = commune Aghiresu, Cluj County;
DRAGANESTI-OLT = Driganesti-Olt town, Olt County;
DRAGUSENI = commune Driguseni, Botosani County;
DULCEANCA = commune Vedea, Teleorman County;
DULCESTI = commune Dulcesti, Neam{ County;
DUMBRAVITA = commune Ciianu Mic, Bistrita-Nasaud County;
DUMESTII NOI = commune Dumesti, Vaslui County;
ELISENI = commune Secuieni, Harghita County;
EPURENI = commune Epureni, Vaslui County;
ERESTEGHIN = village included into the Moacsa village, commune Moacsa,
Covasna County;

FANTANELE = commune Ceru-Biciiut, Alba County;
FAGETEL = commune Remetea, Harghita County;
FEDESTI = commune Suletea, Vaslui County;,
FELDIOARA = commune Feldioara, Brasov County;
FELNAC = commune Felnac, Arad County;

FICHITENI = commune Podu Turcului, Bacdu County;
FILIAS = locality which is part of the Cristuru Secuiesc town, Harghita County;
FINTEUSU MIC = commune Satulung, Maramures County;
FOENI = commune Foeni, Timisoara County;

FOIENI = commune Foieni, Satu Mare County,
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FRATESTI = comumune Fritesti, Giurgiu County;

GARBOVAT = commune Ghidigeni, Galati County;

GAICEANA = commune Giiceana, Baciu County;

GALASENI = commune Migesti, Bihor County;

GALASENI = commune Cuzpilac, Silaj County;

GEOAGIU DE SUS = commune Geoagiu, Hunedoara County;

GHERLA = Gherla town, Cluj County,

GHERMANESTI = commune Banca, Vaslui County;

GHIDFALAU = commune Ghidfaliu, Covasna County;

GHIDICI = commune Piscu Vechi, Dolj County;

GHIRBOM = commune Berghin, Alba County;

GIURCANI = commune Gagesti, Vaslui County;

GIURTELECU SIMLEULUI = commune Maeriste, Sdlaj County;

GLAVANESTI = commune Andrieseni, lasi County;

GLAVANESTII VECHI = today included into the Glavinesti village, commune
Andrieseni, lasi County;

GOGOSU = commune Gogosu, Mehedinti1 County;

GOVORA = commune Mihdesti, Vilcea County.

GRADISTEA= commune Comana, Giurgiu County;

GRADISTEA-COSLOGENI = commune Dichiseni, Cilirasi County;

GRECT = village included into the Sitaru village, comuna Gradistea, [l1fov County;

GRIVITA = commune Grivita, Galati County;

GROPNITA = commune Gropnita, lasi County;

GRUIA = commune Gruia, Mehedin{i County;

GURA BACIULUI = commune Baciu, Cluj County;

GURA DOBROGEI = commune Cogealac, Constanta County;

GURA HULUBATULUI (HULUBEI) = village included into the Voroveni
village, commune Davidesti, Arges County;

HAMANGIA = commune Baia, Tulcea County;

HAVARNA = commune Havirna, Botosani County;

HARTOP = commune Preutesti, Suceava County;

HALCENI = commune Sipote, lasi County;

HAPRIA = village part of the suburban commune Ciugud, belonging to the Alba
lulia city, Alba County,;

HOLBOCA = village of the suburban commune Holboca, belonging to the lasi
city, last County;

HORGA = commune Epureni, Vaslui County;

HORNICENI = commune Homiceni, Vaslui County;

HOROIATA = commune Bogdénesti, Vaslui County;

IASI = lasi city, lasi County;
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IERNUT = commune Iernut, Mures County;

IGRITA = commune Cornesti, Cluj County;

IVESTI = commune Ivesti, Vaslui County;

[ZVOARELE = commune Gruia, Mehedinti County;
IZVOARELE = former Bedeleu, commune Livezile, Alba County;
[ZVORUL BERHECIULUI = commune Izvorul Berheciului, Baciu County;
IZVORU CRISULUI = commune Izvoru Crisului, Cluj County;
JEBEL = commune Jebel, Timisoara County;

JEGALIA = commune Jegilia, Calirasi County;

JIBOU = Jibou town, Silaj County,

JIGALIA = commune Suletea, Vaslui County;

LARGA = commune Larga, Buziu County;

LARGA JUIA = commune Movileni, Iasi County;

LASLEA = commune Laslea, Sibiu County;

LAZURI = commune Lazuri, Satu Mare County;

LAPUS = commune Lipus, Maramures County;

LARGASENI = commune Corbita, Vrancea County;

LATESTI = commune Murgeni, Vaslui County;

LELICENI = commune Sancraieni, Harghita County;
LETCANI = commune Letcani, Iasi County;

LIBOTIN = commune Cupseni, Maramures County;
LICHITISENI = commune Vultureni, Baciu County;

LITENI = commune Liteni, Suceava County;

LIUBCOVA = commune Berzasca, Caras-Severin County;
LIVEZILE = commune Livezile, Alba County;

LIVEZILE = commune Livezile, Bistrifa-Nasaud County;
LOGRESTI-MOSTENI = commune Logresti, Gorj County;
LUDOS = commune Ludos, Sibiu County;

LUPESTI = commune Malusteni, Vaslui County;

LUPSANU = commune Lupsanu, Calarasi County;

LUTOASA = commune Lemnia, Covasna County;

MADA = commune Balsa, Hunedoara County;

MARCA = commune Marca, Silaj County;

MANDRISCA = village included into the Valea Seacd village, commune Valea
Seaca, Bacau County;

MAHACENI = commune Unirea, Alba County;

MALAESTI = commune Vutcani, Vaslui County;
MANASTIOARA = commune Fitionesti, Vrancea County;
MASCATENI = commune Albesti, Botosani County;
MEDIAS = Medias town, Sibiu County,
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MEDIESU AURIT = commune Mediesu Aurit, Satu Mare County;
METES = commune Metes, Alba County;

MIHAILESTI = Mihiilesti town, Giurgiu County;

MILESTI = commune Podu Turcului, Bacdu County;

MILOSTEA = commune Sldtioara, Valcea County;

MIORCANI = commune Raddauti-Prut, Botosani County;

MIRCESTI = commune Tacuta, Vaslui County;

MLAJET = Nehoiu town, Buziu County;

MOARA JORII = commune Héanesti, Botosani County;

MOGOSESTI = commune Adunatii Copéaceni, Giurgiu County;
MOLDOVA VECHE = locality which is part of the Moldova Noua town, Caras-
Severin County;

MORARESTI = village included into the Bradesti village, commune Bridesti,
Dolj County;

MORESTI = commune Moresti, Mures County;

MOTOSENI = commune Motoseni, Bacau County;

MURGENI = commune Murgeni, Vaslui County;

MUSATA = commune Berezeni, Vaslui County;

NAENI = commune Nieni, Buziu County;

NASTASENI = commune Parincea, Baciu County;

NICOLAE BALCESCU = commune Nicolae Bilcescu, Constanta County;
NICOLENI = commune Simonesti, Harghita County;

NOSLAC = commune Noslac, Alba County;

NOVACTI = Mihailesti town, Giurgiu County;

OARTA DE SUS = commune Oarta de Sus, Maramures County;
OBREIJA = commune Mihalt, Alba County;

OCLAND = commune Ocland, Harghita County;

OCNA SIBIULUI = Ocna Sibiului town, Sibiu County;

OCNELE MARI = included into the Rdmnicu Vilcea city, Vilcea County;
ODAIA TURCULUI = commune Matdsaru, Ddmbovita County;
OGLINZI = commune Raucesti, Neamt County;

ORODEL = commune Orodel, Dolj County;

OREVITA Mare = village part of the Vanju Mare town, Mehedinti County;
OSTROVU CORBULUI = commune Hinova, Mehedinti County;
OSTROVU MARE = commune Gogosu, Mehedinti County;

OTOMANI = commune Silacea, Bihor County;

OZUN-LISNAU = commune Ozun, Covasna County;

PANTICEU = commune Panticeu, Cluj County;

PARTA = commune Sag, Timisoara County;

PAHNA = commune Oltenesti, Vaslui County;
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P/:\DURENI = village included into the Mardsesti town, Vrancea County;
PALATCA = commune Pilatca, Cluj County;

PALTINIS = commune Piltinis, Botosani County;

PAULENI CIUC = today Pauleni, suburban commune to the Miercurea Ciuc city,
Harghita County,

PAULIS = commune Piulis, Arad County;

PECICA = commune Pecica, Arad County;

PERIAM = commune Periam, Timisoara County;

PERISOR = commune Zagra, Brasov County;

PESTERA = commune Astileu, Bihor County;,

PETRESTII DE SUS = commune Petrestii de Sus, Cluj County;
PETENI = commune Zabala, Covasna County;

PIANU DE SUS = commune Pianu, Alba County;

PIATRA NEAMT = Piatra Neam{ city, Neamt County;
PIETROASA MICA = commune Pietroasele, Buziu County;
PIETROSANI = commune Pietrosani, Teleorman County;

PIR = commune Pir, Satu Mare County;

PISCOLT = commune Piscolt, Satu Mare County;

PLESANI = commune Calarasi, Botosani County;

PLOSCA = commune Bistret, Dolj County;

POCHISCANI = village included into the Balintesti village, commune Beresti-
Beria suburban to the Beresti town, Galati Countys;

PODU ILOAIEI = commune Podu Iloaiei, Iasi County;
PODURI = commune Poduri, Bacdu County;

POIANA = commune Nicoresti, Galafi County;

POIANA AIUDULUI = commune Livezile, Alba County;
POIANA AMPOIULUI = commune Metes, Alba County;
POPENI-(CHERCHEZ) = commune Gagesti, Vaslui County;
POPESTI = commune Popesti, Giurgiu County;
PORUMBENII MARI = commune Mugeni, Harghita County;
PORUMBENII MICI = commune Mugeni, Harghita County;
PRAJENI = commune Prijeni, Botosani County;

PRILOG = commune Orasu Nou, Satu Mare County;

PUFESTI = commune Pufesti, Vrancea County,

PUTINEIU = commune Putineiu, Giurgiu County;

RACOS = commune Racos, Brasov County,

RACU = commune Siculeni, Harghita County;

RATESUL CUZEI = commune Rebricea, Vaslui County;
RAMNICU VALCEA = Ramnicu Vilcea city, Valcea County;
RANZESTI = commune Filciu, Vaslui County,
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RAUSENI = commune Riuseni, Botosani County;
RIBICIOARA = commune Ribita, Hunedoara County;
RIPICENI = commune Ripiceni, Botosani County;
ROGOAZA = commune Corbasca, Bacdu County;
ROGOVA = commune Rogova, Mehedin{i County;
ROTBAYV = commune Feldioara, Brasov County;
RUGINESTI = commune Ruginesti, Vrancea County;
RUGINOASA = commune Dulcesti, Neam{ County;
RUSENII NOI = commune Holboca, lagi County;

SACU = commune Sacu, Caras-Severin County;
SANISLAU = commune Sanisliu, Satu Mare County;
SASCUT = commune Sascut, Bacdu County,

SATULUNG = commune Satulung, Maramures County;
SATU MARE = commune Secusigiu, Arad County;

SATU NOU = commune Berezeni, Vaslui County;
SANNICOARA = commune Apahida, Cluj County;
SANNICOLAUL MARE = Sannicolaul Mare town, Timis County;
SANNICOLAUL ROMAN = commune Cefa, Bihor County;
SANZIENI = commune Sanzieni, Covasna County;
SANTIMBRU = commune Santimbru, Alba County;
SARBI = commune Banca, Vaslui County;

SARCA = commune Biltati, lasi County;

SABAOANI = commune Sibioani, Neam{ County;
SACUIENI = commune Sicueni, Bihor County;

SALACEA = commune Silacea, Satu Mare County;
SALCIUA DE JOS = commune Silciua, Alba County;
SARATA MONTEORU = commune Merei, Buziu County;
SASENI = commune Beresti-Meria, Galati County;
SAVENI = Siveni town, Botosani County;

SAVESTI = commune Poiana Teiului, Neam{ County;
SCHITU = commune Schitu, Giurgiu County;

SCHITU BRANCOVENI = commune Schitu, Olt County;
SCUTARI = commune Mileanca, Botosani County;
SELEUS = commune Danes, Mures County;

SFANTU GHEORGHE = Sfintu Gheorghe city, Covasna County;
SIBISENI = village included into the Vinfu de Jos town, Alba County;
SIC = commune Sic, Cluj County;

SIGHISOARA = Sighisoara town, Mures County;
SIMERIA = Simenia town, Hunedoara County;

SIMILA = commune Zorleni, Vaslui County;
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SLOBOZIA = commune Hinesti, Botosani County;

SOCODOR = commune Socodor, Arad County;

SOCOL = commune Socol, Caras-Severin County;

STEJARU = commune Saraiu, Constanta County;

STIMBIENI = commune Stimbieni, Botosani County;

STUHULET = commune Berezeni, Vaslui County,;

SUCEAVA = Suceava city, Suceava County;

SULTANA = commune Manastirea, Calarasi County,

SUPLACU DE BARCAU = commune Suplacu de Barciu, Bihor County:
SERBANESTI = commune Rociu, Arges County;

SERBANESTI = commune Zvoristea, Suceava County;

SILINDRU = commune Simian, Bihor County;

SIMIAN = village of the Simian suburban commune belongin to the Drobeta-
Tumu Severin city, Mehedinti County;

SIMLEUL SILVANIEI = Simleul Silvaniei town, Silaj County;
SISCANI = village belonging to the Adjud town, Vrancea County;
SOPTERIU = commune Urmenis, Bistrifa-Nédsdud County;

SULETEA = commune Suletea, Vaslui County;

TARCEA = commune Tarcea, Bihor County;

TAMPA = commune Bicia, Hunedoara County;

TARGU SECUIESC = Targu Secuiesc town, Covasna County;
TAMASENI = commune Viisoara, Vaslui County;

TATARESTII DE SUS = commune Tatdrestii de Sus, Teleorman County;
TAUTESTI = village of the Rediu suburban commune, lasi city, Iasi County;
TAVADESTI = commune Dealul Morii, Baciu County;

TERCHESTI = commune Urechesti, Vrancea County;

TETOIU = commune Tetoiu, Vilcea County;

TINOSU = commune Tinosu, Prahova County;

TIREAM = commune Tiream, Satu Mare County;

TOMESTI = commune Pogana, Vaslui County;

TOTOESTI = commune Erbiceni, lasi County;

TRESTIANA = commune Grivita, Vaslui County;

TRUSESTI = commune Trusesti, Botogani County;

TUFENI = commune Tufeni, Olt County;

TUREA = commune Gérbau, Cluj County;

TURENI = commune Tureni, Cluj County;

TURIA = commune Turia, Covasna County;

TAFU = commune Banca, Vaslui County;

TELNA = commune Ighiu, Alba County;

ULMU = commune Ulmu, lalomifa County;
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UNIREA = commune Unirea, Alba County;

UNGHENI = commune Ungheni, Mures County;

UNTESTI = commune Bogdénesti, Vaslui County;

URDESTI = commune Viisoara, Vaslui County;

URIU = commune Uriu, Bistrifa Nasdud County;

VALEA IASULUI = commune Valea lasului, ArgesCounty;

VALEA LARGA = commune Valea Largi, Mures;

VALEA LUI MIHAI = commune Valea lui Mihai, Bihor County;
VALEA LUPULUI = commune Rediu, Iasi County;

VALEA MACRISULUI = commune Valea Micrisului, Ialomita County;
VALEA MORII = commune Vidra, Alba County;

VALEA TIMISULUI = commune Buchiu, Caras Severin County;
VATA DE SUS = commune Vata de Jos, Hunedoara County;
VANATORI = commune Vianitori-Neamf, Neam{ County;
VARTESCOIU = commune Virtescoiu, Vrancea County;
VARTOAPE = commune Virtoape, Teloarman County;

VALENII SOMCUTEI = commune Somcuta Mare, Maramures County;
VALISOARA = commune Livezile, Alba County;

VASAD = commune Curtuiseni, Bihor County;

VERBICIOARA = commune Verbifa, Dolj County;

VIDRA = commune Vidra, Vrancea County;

VIERSANI = commune Jupénesti, Gorj County;

VIISOARA = village part of the Bistrita city, Bistrifa-Nasdud County;
VISTEA = commune Garbau, Cluj County;

VLADNIC = commune Parincea, Bacdu County;

VOITEG = commune Voiteg, Timis County;

VULTURESTI = commune Vulturesti, Olt County;

ZAUAN = commune , Silaj County;

ZOLTAN = commune Ghidfaldu, Covasna County.

* See also the map with the most recent administrative disribution, attached to this list.
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Buziu), Dacia N.S. XXXIV: 23-51.

Zaharia 1994 = E. Zaharia, Cupfor, in C. Preda (ed.), Enciclopedia Arheologier si
Istorief Vechi a Romdnier I. A-C, Bucuresti: 392-393.

Zaharia 1995 = E. Zaharia, Cultura Zibala/Zdbala Culture, \n Comori: 235-
286=286-287.

Zaharia 1996 = L. Zaharia, Sdrata Monteoru, Cronica Cercetdrilor Arheologice.
Campania 1995, A XXX-a Sesiune nafionald de rapoarte arheologice,
Braila, 2-5 mai 1996, Brdila: 104-105.

Zaharia and Barzn 1999 = E. Zaharia and L. Barzu, Sdrata Monteoru. Sapaturiic
arheologice din Poiana Scorusului din 1952 si 1954, MCA S.N. 1. 41-58.

Zaharia and Petrescu-Dimbovita 1970 = N. and E.M. Zaharia and M. Petrescu-Dim-
bovita, Aseziri din Moldova. De la paleolitic pind in secolul al XVIII-lea, lasi.
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ABBREVIATIONS

Acta = Acta, Muzeul National Secuiesc, Miercurea-Ciuc.

Aluta = Aluta, Muzeul Judetean Covasna, Sfintu Gheorghe.

AMN = Acta Musei Napocensis, Muzeul Transilvaniei, Cluj-Napoca.

AMP = Acta Musei Porolissensis, Muzeul Judetean Silaj, Zalau.

Angustia = Muzeul Carpatilor Résdriteni, Sfintu Gheorghe.

AO/AO S.N. = Arhivele Olteniei/Arhivele Olteniei S.N., Institutul de Studii
Socio-Umane, Craiova.

Apulum = Apulum, Muzeul Unirii, Alba-lulia.

Argessis = Argessis, Muzeul Judefean Arges, Pitesti.

ArhMold = Arheologia Moldovei, Institutul de Arheologie, lasi.

Banatica = Banatica, Muzeul Banatului Montan, Resita.

Bibliotheca Historica et Archaeologica Banatica = Bibliotheca Historica
et Archaeologica Banatica, Muzeul Banatului, Timisoara.

Bibliotheca Musei Antiquitatis = Bibliotheca Musei Antiquitatis, Muzeul
Judetean Neamt, Piatra-Neam{.

Bibliotheca Musei Apulensis = Bibliotheca Musei Apulensis, Muzeul
Unirii, Alba-Iulia.

Bibliotheca Musei Giurgiuvensis = Bibliotheca Musei Giurgiuvensis,
Muzeul Judetean “7Teoharie Antonescu”, Giurgiu.

Bibliotheca Thracologica = Bibliotheca Thracologica, Institutul Romén de
Tracologie, Bucuresti.

BMJG = Buletinul Muzeului Judetean "7eoharie Antonescu", Giurgiu.

Bucuresti = Bucuresti, Muzeul Municipiului, Bucuresti.

CA = Cercetari Arheologice, Muzeul National de Istorie a Romaniei,
Bucuresti.

CAANT = Cercetiri Arheologice in Aria Nord-Tracd, Institutul Roman de
Tracologie, Bucuresti.

CAB = Cercetari Arheologice in Bucuresti, Muzeul Municipiului,
Bucuresti.

Carpica = Muzeul Judetean "Julian Anfonescu", Bacau.

CCDJ/ CCBD = Cultura si Civilizatie la Dundrea de Jos, Muzeul Dunarii
de Jos, Calarasi.

Crisia = Muzeul Téri1 Crisurilor, Oradea.

Dacia/ Dacia N.S. = Dacia/Dacia N.S., Institutul de Arheologie "V. Parvan"

Danubius = Danubius, Muzeul Judetean Galati, Galati.

Drobeta = Drobeta, Muzeul Regiunii Portilor de Fier, Drobeta-Turnu
Severin.
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Ephemeris Napocensis = Ephemeris Napocensis, Institutul de Arheologic,
Cluj-Napoca.

Marisia = Marisia, Muzeul Judetean Mures, Targu Mures.

MCA/MCA S.N. = Matenale s1 Cercetdri Arheologice/Serie Noua.

MemAnt = Memoria Antiquitatis, Muzeul Judetean Neamt, Piatra-Neamt.

Peuce = Peuce, Institutul de Cercetari Socio-Umane, Tulcea.

PZ = Priahistorische Zeitschrift, Berlin.

Revista Bistritei = Revista Bistritei, Muzeul Judetean Bistrita-Nasaud,
Bistrita.

RevIst = Revista de istorie, Bucuresti.

Sargetia = Sargetia, Muzeul Civilizatiei Daco-Romane, Deva.

Satu-Mare = Satu-Mare, Muzeul Judetean, Satu-Mare.

SCA = Studii si Cercetiri de Antropologie, Bucuresti,

SCIV/SCIVA = Studii si Cercetdri de Istorie Veche/Studii si Cercetari de
Istorie Veche si Arheologie, Institutul de Arheologie "Vasile Pirvan”, Bucuresti.

SympThrac = Symposia Thracologica, Institutul Roman de Tracologie,
Bucuresti.

Thraco-Dacica = Thraco-Dacica, Institutul Roman de Tracologie,
Bucuresti.

Vrancea = Vrancea, Muzeul Judetean Vrancea, Focsani.

169

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



1000km|

i
I e e e |

(Rl

TRANSYLVANIA

8§y,
. % -
A, <
‘o, M
"y, m

“v
1) ™
<
oA

vianodgoa aned

Fig. 1. 1 = The map of Central and South-Eastern Europe;

Main historical provinces of Romania.
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Fig. 2. 1 = Schitu-La Conac; 2 = Schitu-Gaura Despei (1 adobe, 2 hearth, 3
ceramic fragments, 4 stone, 5 bone, 6 vessel, 7 probable perimeter of the
dwellings). 1-2 apud Schuster.
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Fig. 3. 1 = Schitu-La Conac (1 adobe, 2 hearth, 3 ceramic fragments, 4 stone,
5 bone, 6 vessel, 7 probable perimeter of the dwellings); 2 = Bucuresti-Chitila
(1 hearth, 2 cereal pit, 3 dwelling of the 6th century A.D., 4 oven, 5 pillar pits,
6 domestic pit, 7 natural level difference). 1 apud Schuster, 2 apud Boroneant.
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Fig. 4. Mogosesti. 1 stone, 2 adobe, 3 ceramic fragments, 4 bone,
5 Feuerbocke, 6 ash, 7 perimeter of the dwelling. Apud Schuster, Popa.
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5. Mogosesti. Apud Schuster, Popa.

Fig.
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Fig. 6. Mogosesti. Apud Schuster, Popa.
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Fig. 7. 1 = Ghidici (1 burnt clay floor, 2 hearth, 3 pillar, 4 adobe, 5 weight,
6 ceramic fragments, 7 portable hearth, 8 ash); 2 = Sibigeni. 1 apud Nica,
2 apud Paul.
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Fig. 8. 1 = Garbovit; 2 = Cluj-Becas (1 ceramic fragments, 2 stone, 3
bones, 4 adobe, 5 burning traces, 6 black earth and ash, 7 ash, 8 charcoals).
1 apud Florescu, 2 apud Gogéltan - Cocis - Paki.
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Fig. 9. Candesti: 1 burial no. 500, with human skeletons under the hearth; 2
Candesti - burial of cremation in pit, with broken vase. Apud Florescu.
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Fig. 10. 1-2 = Pietroasa Micd - cremation burial no. 30 and 35 protected by
stones: ; 3-4 = Candesti. 1-2 apud Oancea, 3-4 apud Florescu.
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Fig. 11. Céandesti: plan of ring no. 7 (family bunal). Apud Florescu.
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Fig. 12. Andrid-Curtea Grajdurilor: a = plan of the ditch (1 human bones, 2
" burning traces, 3 wooden charcoals, 4 ash), b = profile of the ditch (1 vegetal
layer, 2 BA layer); 2 = Naeni-Colarea: burial carved into the rock, with the umn
on the bottom of the pit. 1 apud Németi, 2 apud Vulpe, Drimbocianu.
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Fig. 13. Candesti: 1 = family altar in dwelling IIb, 2 = cultic place
(reconstruction). Apud Florescu.
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Fig. 14. 1 = Manastioara-Fitionesti; 2 = Candesti-Cetdtuia Nacu.
Apud Florescu.
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plan and profile;
profile (a sticking plaster, b ceramic fragments

and stones, ¢ burnt earth, d initial hearth). Apud Florescu, Constantinescu.
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1-Parincea: a = reconstruction, b
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Terchesti-Chitila: a
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Fig. 16. Lunca-Poiana Slatinei: profile; 1 actual soil with ceramic fragments of the Iron Ages and
10th-12th century A.D., 2 carth with ceramic fragments of Corlateni-Canlia type, 3 Hallstatt pit, 4
Noua layer, 5 layer II - Komarow-Costisa, 6 layer I - Komarow-Costisa, 7 earth with ceramic
fragments of StarCevo-Cris and Precucuteni type, 8 ash layers, 9 layer with charcoal and burnt soil,
10 stone sledges, 11 red burning traces, 12 archaeologically sterile soil. Apud Dumitroaia.
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Fig. 17. 1 = Bédeni (1 vegetal layer, 2 Wietenberg layer, 3 sterile soil,
4 mixed layer, 5 sporadical ceramic fragments); 2 = Cornesti-Podeiul Mic;
3 = Coldau (1 ditch, 2 stone sledges, 3 wall). 1 apud Lazarovici et al.,
2 apud Boroflka, 3 apud Vlassa.
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Fig. 18. Costisa-Cetatuie: 1 stones, 2 adobe, 3 hearths, 4 burni floor,
5 ceramic fragments. Apud Vulpe
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Fig. 19. Garbovat: ovens (1 raw clay, 2 clay blackened by burning, 3 clay
reddened by burning, 4 ash, 5 fire place of the oven, 6 gravel from under
the oven). Apud Florescu.
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Fig. 20. Pauleni: dwelling no. 7. 1 hearth, 2 adobe, 3 Ciomortan sherds, 4
Wietenberg sherds, 5 stone, 6 grinder fragments, 7 sherds without cultural
assignment. Apud Cavruc, Rotea.
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Fig. 21. 1 = Deus-Lunga; 2 = Rogova-La Cazdrmi (1 adobe, 2 oven
fragments, 3 ceramic fragments, 4 vessel rim). 1 apud Lazarovici, 2 apud
Criciunescu.
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Fig. 22. Popesti. 1 animal gallery, 2 stone, 3 wood, 4 adobe clods, 5 hearth,
6 limits of the plan, 7 adobe, 8 ash. Apud Palincas.
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Fig. 23. Sarata Monteoru: 1 animal bone, 2 ceramic fragments, 3 cremation
burial of the 6th century A.D., 4 bronze object, 5 burnt bones, 6 adobe,
7 adobe with wickerwork traces, 8 remains of charred human skeletons and
ceramic fragments, 9 axe fragment, 10 burnt floor, 11 flint arrow point,
12 heap of human bones, 13 sectors of investigation. Apud Zaharia.
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Fig. 24. Cascioarele: 1-4 =1idols; 5=pit (1,2, 3, 4). Apud Sirbu, Damian.
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Fig. 25. 1-2 = Nicoleni; 3 = Dersida. 1-2 apud Florescu, 3 apud Boroftka.
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Fig. 26. 1-2 = Bucuresti-Bucuresti Noi; 3-5 = Sighisoara. 1-2 apud
Schuster, 3-5 apud Andrifoiu.
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Fig. 27. 1 = Rogova; 2 = Dobra; 3 = Berveni-Ratul Caprei; 4 = Pecica. 1-2
apud Craciunescu, 3 apud Németi, 4 apud Soroceanu.
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Sighisoara-Dealul Turcului. 1 apud Szekely,
2 apud Borofika.
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Dorolfu; 4 = Rotbav; 5 = Obreja; 6 =
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Sighisoara. Apud Boroftka.

Ciceu-Corabia; 3

Fig. 29. 1-2
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= Sighisoara;

Vistea; 2

Fig. 30. 1-4
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Fig. 31. 1 = Acas; 2 = Pigcol-Nisipdrie. Apud Kacso.
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Fig. 32. Oarta de Sus. Apud Kacso.
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Fig. 33. Oarta de Sus. Apud Kacso.
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Fig. 34. 1 = Oarta de Sus; 2 = Cornesti. 1 apud Kacso, 2 apud Guma.
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Fig. 35. Oarta de Sus. Apud Kacso.
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Fig. 36. 1 = Periam; 2 = Pecica; 3 = Odaia Turcului; 4 = Piuleni. 1-2 apud
Soroceanu, 3 apud Alexandrescu, 4 apud Cavruc, Dumitroaia.
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Fig. 37. 1 = Constanta-Palas; 2 = Ghermaénesti; 3, 6, 10-12 = Pecica,
4 = Turda; 5 = Panticeu; 7-9 = Carei. 1-2, 4-5 apud Petrescu-Dimbovita,
3, 6, 10-12 apud Gogaltan, 7-9 apud Iercosan.
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Satchinez.

a, 3=

Leliceni-Muntele cu piatr
3 apud Vulpe, 2 apud Roman et al.

Fig. 38. 1 = Pecica; 2
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Fig. 39. 1 = Nicoleni; 2 = Satu Mare; 3-4 = Gradistea-Coslogen; 5 Pecica.
1 apud Székely, 2, 5 apud Gogaltan, 3-4 apud Neagu, Nanu.
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Fig. 40. Ndeni-Zanoaga: Bural no. 1 (1 pyxidium, 2 cup, 3 traces of a
bronze object, 4 cup, 5 stone axe, 6 big cup). Apud Motzoi-Chicideanu,
Sandor-Chicideanu.
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Fig. 41. Geoagiu de Sus: 1-6 = adobe fragments; 7 = reconstruction.
Apud Ciugudean.
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Fig.

42. Hearth with hemisphaerical detachable lid: 1 = reconstruction (1 hearth, 2 clay lid, 3 rope, 4 bread,
5 charcoals); 2 = contemporary hearth with hemisphaerical detachable lid at Dulceanca, 1972.
Photo by Dr. Maria Comsa.
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