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Because of the special importance for the knowing of the late eneolithic
pertod from the south-east of Romania, the archaeological excavations from the
Hirsova tell were started again in 1985.1%

During the 1985—1988 campaigns, there were found remains of dwellings
that might be dated in the 16—17, 9—11, 4—6 centuries, in the First Iron Age and
in the Cernavoda 1 culture

Until now, the most consistent stratum belongs to the Cernavoda I culture.
Here, the stratigraphic and typological observations allowed us to notice the
existence of two levels of living 2,

The lower level, marked by surface dwellings, shows between the depths
of 1,10/1,20—1,30/1,40 m, according to the configuration of the land. It is thus
quite narrow.

Under the dwelling level it appeared a levelled stratum of vellow sandv
clay in which many traces of inhabitance like pottery fragments, fragments of
adobe, bones and tools or fragments of tools were found. The ceramic material
was composed of pottery fragments of Cernavoda and Gumelnita type. The fre-
quency of the first ones gradually decreased detrimental to the last ones until
1,90/2,00 m. That was the depth where we stopped our excavations in 1988.

We consider worth to notice that both in the dwelling level and in the
levelled stratum beneath it, among the ceramic material there were noticed strong
influences of Gumelnita type.

Although badly damaged by holes that belonged to later dwellings, the
inferior Cernavoda level kept the remains of four dwelling But because of the
ulterior interventions, we miss the information regarding their initial shape
and size.:

From the building point of view, all of them were built in the same way.
The walls were built of a wattle-and-daub covered with clay and chaff. The
floor was of yellow clay mixted with sand and well beaten. The roof was made
of reed or straws. To each dwelling there were noticed rebuildings of the walls.

The ‘pottery of the complexes is of an unitary sort. There lare two cate-
gories :

1) The rough pottery This one is differentiated from that of the upper level
as it has less shells in its composition. Ground potsherds and sometime fine gra-

' D. Galbenu, SCIV, 23, 2, 1962, p. 285—305.

2 D. Popovici, P. Hasotti, D. Galbenu, Lecture held in Tirgoviste at the
session of annual reports, 1986,

3 D. Berciu, S. Horintz, P. Roman, M.C.A,, 6, 1959, p. 99 and foll; S. Mo~
rintz, P. Roman, Dacia, N.S., 12, 1968, p. 47 and foll V. and A. Dodd- Oprit,escu,
S.CI.V.A. 32,4, 1981, p. 511 and foll. ; P. Roman, S.C.I.V.A., 32,1, 1981, p. 27—28.
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nulated sand were used. Sometime, this pottery has a bond of brown- wvellowish
clay outside it. In the excavations, its color is black-greish.

To this category belong the vessels with thick walls and of rather big size.
The most common shapes are those in a shape of a bitruncated cone with nar-
rowed and easily enlarged lips. Generally finished in a careless, way, they have
no decoration.

2) The fine pottery. It is well moulded, homogeneous ancd burnt. Its colors
are black-grey of light-brown. In the composition there is sand and a little ground
shell Sometime is completly missing.

From this sort of paste there were made vessels polished on either sides.
The most common shapes were in the shape of a bitruncated (Pl. 3/1—3, PlL. 4/1,4)
cone tureen with rounde profile and a higher upper part. There were also bowls
qullit'e hisgh and large with a right and narrowed lip that was. enlarging sometime
{PL. 4/2, 3). .
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Plansa 1
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Plansa 2

Unlike - the fine pottery of the upperlevel, the corded decoration and the
tubular handles were completly missing. :

All those characteristics shortly presented above, define in our view an early
horizont of the Cernavoda I culture that could be assimilated to the earliest level
of dwellings of the eponymous site.

In this context, a special interest is held by the discovery of some painted
pottery fragments from the Cucuteni culture (PL 1/2, 3, Pl 2), discovered quite
near of two of the dwellings of this level (no 5 & 7)4 J

To these ones it was added a ceramic fragment of ,,C type* (Pl 1/1, Pl 3/4),
moulded froem a paste of Cucuteni tvpe. It was red-buirnt but had in its composi-
tion ground shell and had a painted. decoration together with triangular im-
pressing °. .

The characteristic  traits of these pottery fragments, their shapes, the
paste and the decoration allow us to date them in a period corresponding to
Cucuteni Ay and A, periods. The existence of the ornamentation made with a
narrow band (PL 1/2) on the fragments of the partially reconstituted vessel, as
the cxistence of a single vessel with thick band decoration might rather indicate
Cucuteni A, phase®.

To draw a conclusion, the identification of an inhabitance level Lelenging
to the first phase of the Cucuteni culture al Hirsova confirms the opinions
according to which the penetration of this culture in the Gumelnita area in a
first phase is synchronous with the penetration of the ,C type® ceramic in the
area of the Cucuteni culture?. 3

If we remember that beneath the level of the dwellings that marked the
period of inhabitance it was noticed a sediment with a’ thickness between
0,40—0,50 m in which there were ceramic fragments belonging to the Cernavoda
and Gumelnita cenltures, we may assume that the beginning -of the Cernavoda
inhabitance here could be a little earlier, but placed in the same chrenology aned
most probably corresponding to Cucuteni A, period. 1

4 D. Popoviei, P. Hasotti, D. Galbenu, Cercetdri arheologice, 1X, sub tipar.

5 ibidem. :

S ibidem. : ‘

7 P. Roman, Dacia, N.S. 15, p. 129; idem, S.CILV.A, 33, 4, 1982, p. 405;
although in S.C.I.V.A,, 29, 2, 1978, p. 220 the author (P. Roman) seems rather io
incline towards the synchronism Cernaveda I = Cucuteni A—B and 3 N. Har-
tuche, Istros, I, 1980, p. 86.
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Plansa 3
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Plansa 4
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There are worth to mention the observations according to which the ceramic
material belonging to the Cernavoda culture from that level, presents a lot of the
Gumelnita type influences.

In the context of the links that existed between the Cucuteni and the
Gumelnita cultures, as well as between the first ones and the Cernavoda culture
we may notice that at this time we have a great number of datas that allow us
to make a better and more precis notation of the synchronism schecdule.

The discoveries from Brailita® (A II level)Y, Liscoteanca — ,Movila Olaru-
lui* (,The Potters’s Knoll*), ,Movila Mos Filon* (;Old Man Filon’s Knoli®),
»Movila din Balta“ (,,The Knoll the Marsh®) and Carcaliu ' assure the parallelism
betwen Gumelnita A, and Cucuteni A, periods 12,

On the other side, studying the discoveries from Gumelnita and Cascica-
rele ¥ it was proved that in Gumelnita B, phase there were kept in touch zll the
contacts with the Cucuteni tribes from Cucuteni A, phase %.

The imports from the B II level from Braila attributed to Cucuteni 4;'%
come to certify the svnchronism between Gumelnita B, and Cucuteni A, ™.

In the area of the Cernaveda I culture the first mentioncd Cucutenian
imports (although not very certain ores) were the frag. ments discovered at Olte-
nita — Renic. ' This settlement was dated as belonging to a late phase of the
respective culture %,

The researches made at Rimnicelu allowed the identification of some
Cucuteni fragments of painted pottery dated as Cucuteni B, in the Cernavoda
I site.

Some similar imports were noticed at Pietroasele ™.

Taking all these things into consideration, the discoveries from Hirsova
might indicate the [irst moment of the penetration of the Cernavoda communities
on the Danube line towards south in a moment that cerresponded to the end of
Cucuteni Ay and A, periods.

The stratigraphy of the sediments from Hirsova might suggest the existence
of several phases in the evolutin of the Cernavoda T phase. This idea was stregh-
tened by the fact that this phase seemed to exist till the corresponding pried of
Cucuteni A—B, phase.

Appearing for the first time at the TLower Danube in a period that corres-
ponded to the Cucuteni A; phase (the last one), the Cernavoda I culture will

know a long evolution. Its important moments and mceods of exprimation will
be better known in the future, as the researches go on.

JELUSTRATIONS LIST

Pl. 1/1, PL 3/4 — Cucuteni fragments, tvpe C.
Pl. 1/2, Pl. 2 — Cucuteni fragments A 4.
Pl. 3'1, 3, PL. 4, Pl. 5 — Ceramic belonging to Cernavoda I culture.
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