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The Bucharest Municipality Museum holds within its numismatic collection an 

interesting late sixteenth century hoard, discovered in the Romanian Plain, relatively 

 
The only information kept in the inventory records of the BMM attests that 

forty-
out mentioning the existence of  

The hoard’s first mention dates from 19811 having ly 
referenced in literature2 1981 note differs from 

having en  notes that she 
saw it “in 19

3  
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Also, mentioning 
– in the note they akçes 

ahis  Çança and one at Amid – which 
differs from the one within the Museum’s collection   Further, she mentions 

th-16th – while the hoard 
s th century – without any reference to the 

Transylvanian thaler or the Polish-  
Therefore, c

 re-identifications ,  were all 
issued and are in fact 9 akçes and 11 ahi
repres -

- -
citi -

 and 

Pragu  
th century and 

the first decade of the 17th 
- – e coin hoards with issues 

- – an age 
when significant transformations took place in the monetary history of the West and of 

 

6, the 
present coin hoard is only the fourth – 

7 8 9 
– 

half-  
 

The Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth’s coinage 
- , is also reflected in Wallachian hoards from 

                                                           
 Also called dirhams  or  in literature

–  
  

– to express my 
appreciation  
6  
7 -  
8 -  
9 -  

 , according to the 
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 – including pre-Union coins 
and those issued in the Polish system  

The association of Polish 
other hoards: Rast 11 -  12 

 13  Beciu, Teleorman  , 
  

The mint in  represented  one coin 
, , 

and another one 8 , issued in , with the 
 -3 were  

in Vilnius  the former, from , d
Treasurer, , and it is a variant to the catalogue16 due to the legend on the 

its reverse  The 
mint from Riga has issued the most numerous Polish coins within the hoard 
– -6   

three-
gram coin with a silver content %17

within this standard, c – – stands out  of its 
aspect the legend, the city’s coat of arms, the fleur-de-lis – introduced on the city’s 

1  is  
All these indicate  -groschen coins are 

– one coin, apparently imitating an issue from 
18 – 19 – two fakes  

 
-increasing role of Polish coins in 

, Transylvania21 
22  

 
Transylvanian coinage during this period is mainly its scarce 

presence – mainly thalers – as it is found only in several hoards, each with only one coin 
                                                           
11 -  
12 -  
13 -  

 Berciu- - -  
 -  

16 
 

17  
18  
19 -  

  
21 -  
22 – -1
hofkammer  
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– 23

- , 
 

thalers are d end date raise several 
 

The issue from  displays no mintmark – such thalers originating 
from the mint at 26 – and 

 
 
The Imperial coins 

Braunschweig-
during the 16th  – 
Johann-Friedrich  -

and  of the - – 
Braunschweig-  
Younger -  the common issues of the two rulers replaced 
the representation of the “wild- , , with their own 
titles -
Friedrich differs27 
Braunschweig- – 

- –  resumes the old iconography in the aftermath of the war and, 
under Julius, adds a candle to the “wild- introducing Protestantism  

The coins  Wallachian hoards from the 
period, also the case of are the 
line The oldest among them is a half- -

-   and two 
thalers, one 

-  The se
are the Austrian ones, represented here -

-  The remaining German coins consist 
of a half-thaler from the Bisho : Bohemia, 

-
 T

                                                           
23 - -  

  –  
 -  

26  
27 – places them under the “occupation of Braunschweig – 

– – 
– – 
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coins within the hoard discovered a
containing such coins  presently only one hoard – –contains neither 
Austrian n  

The thalers originating from the two states seem to represent the main source of 
Western silver influx into Wallachia, drawing alongside them similar coins from other 

 
 
Dutch thalers

- 28, and one thaler at Bercioiu29  
and – 

 
utch coin  

of P  
 
The Ottoman coins, in terms of circulation during the late 16th century, 

witnessed two main flows of species, one from the Western world – from the German 
31 32 and so on – into the 

33

parts , and also  
th 

  
– where lighter akçes were minted and additional coins were 

struck from the surplus silver, coins 
– where the gold to silver ratio 

1336  

– 
decade of the 16th century – it was the main coin in circulation and the money of account, 

two decades of the 17th century  

                                                           
28 -  
29 
B s not part of the 

 
 -  

31  
32  
33  

  
 - -  

36  1983,   
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on the second type 
37

haraç 
principalities saw the share of this denomination – previously non-
principalities’ recorded payments – 
in Moldavia38  

 all issued during the 
-

 
The weights of the akçes from the present hoard are the lowest ones yet recorded 

in Wallachian finds from the late 16th century39 – one 
 , one from Çança , and one from an unidentified 

mint – while the rest are all 
containing such low-

 Given these 
weights, we consider akçes within this hoard dated after the 

– an akçe weighing 
, during the second part of Murad 

T
– 

– 
one is ntified – 

 
 -38, display similarities with a piece found at 

Bercioiu ,  Another 
ahi

with a die  and 
Bercioiu  

                                                           
37  
38 -  
39 

 -  
 - -  
 

- ahis
 

  
 Weighing and   
   
 

  
  
 -  
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unusual activity – ahi is mentioned in literature , struck on one side 
 

multiple 
ecially in the mints at Çança seem to offer arguments in favor of the 

view that such pieces were struck in great haste during the later phases of the ongoing 
- –  

 – amid great monetary turmoil  
– more exactly of their issuing 

mints – 
exclusively in the eastern parts is attested in four hoards , all of them apparently ending 
during the 16th century’s final decade – 

 the capital city’s coinage is also present in other hoards, this is the 
 

 
struck in Rumelia and Western Anatolia coins 7%

issued in Rumelia –  
found in the hoar

when we look at earlier hoards  
re 

Rumelia and Western Anatolia  This shift in the structure 
– without any coins from the Rumelian and Western Anatolian mints, 

61 – 

 
 
 
 

                                                           
 -  
  
 - -31

 
  
 

-  
 -  
  
  – 

present- -day 
 

  
  
 -  
 -  

61  
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Conclusions 
 The overall value of the hoard62 

three-groschens, to refer to the denominations within the hoard  and the 

represented the wage of an infantry soldier for five months63 or that of a cavalry soldier 
for three months
wheat – 
tax for three years66  

Wallachian documents record the use of thalers in transactions as early as 
67 haraç were paid in this 

the case of n
68  

of the 16th 
Videle 1, 69

71  
Th

 of the akçes are 
the lightest yet recorded in Wallachian finds72 
in all hoards from the period – – the heaviest 

ahis, three having a weight of under 3 g and 
 

The  earlier hypotheses mentioned in 
literature, specifically the one pertaining to the hoard from Bercioiu, according to which 
ahi

th 73

 after the reform, during -

                                                           
62 ahi 

-  
63  

  
  

66  
67 -  
68  
69 -  

  
71  
72  
73  
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-  
or if an influx existed later as a result of the movement of troops with the onset of the 
war76 ahis from the eastern 
mints with only light akçes minted at 
mo , and the numerous attempts 
made 77  the apparent shift of the 
structure of  and the presence of 
as l  

78 thaler influx 
into Wallachia, the first one, during the late 16th century, involving coins of German 
origin – arriving through commercial and later military enterprises – and a second one 
occurring later  
structure similar to that of other contemporary hoards, illustrating the increasing role of 
Polish-Lithuanian coinage and the still scarce presence of thalers from Transylvania and 

 
 

 – 
79

, etc
in thalers, whose share was approximate 81

nature, the savings of a merchant or a loc  
- Wallachian soil 

and that other contemporary hoards were discovered along the route 
 taking 

into account the presence of the Bohemian thaler , which would have 
needed some time to reach Wallachia, we consider the to have 
occurred during or soon  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
 -  
  

76 -  
77  1983,   
78  
79  

  
81  
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Thaler 
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-69 
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ahi 
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-  

  
  
The central ornament on the   
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Plates I-V. The coins of the hoard from G  
-V.  de la G  

 



Plate I. The coins of the hoard from Gălbinași.
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11                                              12                                      13

14                                               15                                      16

Plate II. The coins of the hoard from Gălbinași.
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17                                                     18                                      19

20                                                       21                                      22

Plate III. The coins of the hoard from Gălbinași.
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23                                                              24

25                    26                    27                   28                    29

30                    31                                           32                   33

Plate IV. The coins of the hoard from Gălbinași.
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34                                           35                                           36

37                                                                     38

43                                                                   44

39                                                                     40

41                                                                   42

Plate V. The coins of the hoard from Gălbinași.


