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VASILIKI PAPOULIAS
(22.11.1929 - 27.04.2014)

Professor Vasiliki PAPOULIAS has passed away at the end of April 2014.

Born in Tripoli, Arkadia, starting 1947 she read history, archeology and
philosophy in the university of Athens being the student of Dionysios Zakythinos,
Geogios Vlahos and Anastasios Orlandos. In 1956 she went to Munich to read
turcology. There she was the student of Franz Dolger, Hans Georg Beck, Frank
Babinger and Hans Joachim Kissling. In 1961 she passed her Ph. D with a thesis on
the origin and structure of the forced recruitment by the Ottomans of young boys
for the janissaries corps. Her thesis was published by the Siidost Institut in Munich
and won a prize from the Siidosteuropa Gesellschaft.

Between 1966 and 1975 she was a researcher with the Greek National Research
Foundation in Athens and in 1975 she was made professor for the history of the
Balkan area in the Faculty for Philosophy of the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki.
Her main course was The ideological and social premises of the political organization
of the Balkan Peninsula. Her PhD thesis was published in Greek in 2011 as Kazraywyrn
Kar vy oV Toroouolwuatos oto Obwuaviko kparog (Origin and structure of the
forced recruitment of young boys for the janissaries corps in the Ottoman state),
Thessaloniki, 2010. Her main contributions were Azo v avtoxparopio oto e0virko
KPATOG. 10£0A0YIKES Kot KOWVWVIKES TPODTOOETELS THG TOMTIKNG OPYAVIIGHS TWV YWPDV
¢ Xepoovioov tov Ajnov (From the empire to the national state. Ideological and
social prerequisites of the political organization of the countries of the Balkan
Peninsula), Thessaloniki, 2003 and A76 to apyaio arov vedtepo molvuepioud (From
ancient to modern pluralism), Thessaloniki, 2002, with a second edition in 2006.

From among Papoulias’ studies were remarked To épyo tov MeBodiov kot
Kvpidhov wg éxppaom tov ypiotiovikod ovpavicpov (The work of Methodius and
Kyrillus as an expression of Christian humanism) published in 1986, and the one
dedicated to Rigas Fereos entitled H évvowa tng Aaixrng xvplapyiog (The notion of
popular sovereignty) published in a collective tome in 2007.

A main contributor and supporter of Balkan studies, she was the vice-
president of the International Association for South-East European Studies since
1999 to the day of her death.

The professor tried her hand at drama producing E&émorn (Expiation),
Thessaloniki, 2011 and at prose, writing and publishing Ot 0o wnyég (The two
sources)and Ilepipévavtag v epnvn (Waiting for Peace), Thessaloniki, 2012,
and even at poetry, the volume 0d6¢ Aveo kot Kédtw Mio (High and Low One
Street), Thessaloniki, 2012, being a proof of her talent.

Vasiliki Papoulias will be remembered by the hundreds of students who
attended her courses in Thessaloniki and by the international community of Balkan
scholars.

Lia Brad Chisacof
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