
THE BUILT HERITAGE CONSERVATION TRAINING CENTRE, 
BANFFY CASTLE, BONŢIDA 

The lnternational Built Her-
itage Conservation Train-
ing Centre (BHCT Centre) 
at Banffy Castle, Bonţida is 
jointly run by the Transyl
vania Trust and the Institute 
of Historic Building Conser
vation (UK). The Centre pro
motes a policy of Minimal 
lntervention in dealing with 
the repair of historic build
ings, combined with a strat
egy of Compatibility in tech
niques and materials, and the 
use of local resources. 
The Centre provides teach
ing modules, each of two 
weeks duration, which of
fer a theoretical and prac
ticai understanding of the 
care of the historic environ
ment. Its principal emphasis 
is to offer a direct hands-on 
learning experience for its 
students. This is achieved 
through practicai workshops 
in the crafts of Rendering, 
Masonry Consolidation, Car-
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pentry and Stonemasonry, 
within which students un-
dertake practicai restora-
tion projects directly on the 
castle buildings. 
The courses provided are 
available to craftsmen who 
are already within the build
ing industry, who seek to ei
ther specialize or widen their 
personal skills, and also to 
university students, mainly 
in the fields of Architecture 
and Structural Engineering. 
This has enabled students of 
those courses to undertake 
their vocational training 
through the BHCT Centre. 
The courses have attracted 
over 900 students so far from 
Romania, Hungary, Slovakia, 
Slovenia, The Czech Repub
lic, France, Estonia, Sweden, 
Belgium, Brazil, Australia, 
the USA and UK . 
Contact us through our web 
site at: www.heritagetrain
i n g - ban f f y cast Ie. org 
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