
THE INVESTIGA TION, PRESERV A TION AND INTEGRA TION 
OF VERNACULAR MONUMENTS AND ARCHITECTURAL PILES IN ROMANIA 

More l ha n 100 yea rs have c la pscd s in cc Lh e first sc icnt il'i cal 
concerns for vern acu Iar archi tecture have ta ken shapc due lo 
t he activ ity a nd perso na lity of A lexa ndru Odobescu w ho , 
bes ides li te ra ry a nd a rchaeo logiea l topics, a lso took inlercst 
in t he study of peasan t creation. 

H e was not the on ly one who understood t hc scientif ic and 
eclu cationa I i mportanee of t he less impress ive ereations 
achieved lhro ugh t he cont ributi on of numero us generations 
ancl tra nsmitted by t radi t ion: we should men tio n oth er greal 
schola rs as Geo rgC' Bari ~ iu , Ion Ionescu de la B rad and P etre 

Woode11 ch11rc/1 of' lile X / Xllt ce11/11ry . l 'lop iş - ill ora11111rcş 
Conservcd i n s i l u . 
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JJ. GEOHGETA STOICA 

S. \urc lia n. In lhal s lagc of Lh e rcsea rches one ca nnol spea k 
about t he existencc of a clefined conceplion in t he fi e ld o[ 
vern ac ula r architecture , as cach catego ry of specia li ts , hist o­
ri ans , art his tori aus, geogra phers , phys ic ia ns a nd e thn o­
graplwrs pa id attenti on on ly Lo cc rta in aspects of t h is :1 rchilec­
t ure . 

In t hc second ha lf of t he X JX llJ cent ury, and espec ia lly în 
t he first deca cl es of t he XX lli, Yernacu Ia r arch i tec l u re began 
to attract t he a ltenlion of a rt histori a ns wh o s la rted t heir 
resea rches from lhe his tori ca l-aes lhct ic po int of v iew. Th e 
resuit was lhe publi ca ti on of a lbums of rura l a rchitecture 
where the s ide of the beautiful was emph asized . 

T he act iv ity of A lexa ndrn Tz i ga ra-Sa murcaş, t hat learned 
art hist oria n and one of lh ose wh o ad voca t ed t he reeogniti on 
of popula r creat ion as a co mponent of t he t reasury of R oma­
n ia n civ ilization a nd cullure, a lso in c lu ded t he fi e ld of a rchi­
lecture. He was Lhe one wh o t ransported a peasa nt house buil t 
by t he a rlisan Anlonie Mogoş from Cea uru (dis tri c t of Go rj) 
a nd rebuill it in one of the rooms of the Nationa l Art Museum 
in Bucha rest. 

A se ries o[ a lbu ms whose authors were Dimitrie Comşa and 
:Ma rga ret a M iller-Verghi brought the public in touch w ilh 
informatioos concerning popula r a rchi tec lure, t hus making 
it aware of t he va lu e of t hese monuments a nd of t heir specific 
charaete r . 

It was only in lhe t hird deca de of t he XXll1 cen tury Lha l 
one ca n ta lk about t he methodica l resea rches in t his fi e ld , 
when fo ur importa n t works appeared at short in terva ls: N . 
Iorga, L'arl populaire en Roumanie, son caractere, ses rapporls 
ei son origine, P aris 1923; Al. Tz i gara-Samurcaş , L'arl du 
peuple roumain , Geneva, 1925; G. Oprescu, Peasanl A ri in 
Romania , London , 1929. In these works , popula r ereation is 
approached from t he historica l p oint of v iew a nd t he aut hors 
stress its cont inu ity; its age-o Id sea ms ca n be t raced as fa r 
back as t he B ronze Age and ils artis lic t radi t ions a re re la ted 
lo th ose of E urope , of t he Middle East a ncl of t he E uras iati e 
s leppes. 

Corio la n P etrea nu , Atanas ie Popa a nd F lorea tă n culeseu 
are a mong t he most distinguished a ut hors of works on ru ra l 
arch itecture . 

Betwee n 1908 - 1916 and 1942 - 1943, a ser ies of parlieu­
la rly inte res ting a rti c les aud studies on his lori ca l monuments, 
inc luding th e vernacular ones , were p ub lished in t he „Bule­
Linul Comisiei Monumente lor Istorice" (Bulletin of t he B oard 
fo r His lor ica l Monuments) . 

Great R omani an geographers, as George Vâ lsan , Simion 
Mehedin ţ i a nd Vint il ă Mih ă il escu st udied vernacula r a rchi­
tecture within t he context of t he ir specia lit)l . Simion Mehe­
din ţ i aclvocated t he applieation of a nth ropogeographica l 
methods to t he study of ve rnacula r culture and he asserted 
t hat: „ ... the geographical method, applied lo cerlain characte­
rislic details as the shape of lhe dwellings, their location , etc. 
is bound to bear fruils .. . A whole series of facis and relationships 
between facls will then come to lhe fare when ihese anthropo-
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geographical or elh11ographic docwnc11ls will be poi11led oul un 
/h e map wilh lheir ac tual ex lenl and lh eir expla11alion will be 
lookcd for in llieir relalionship Io lhe area" ' . 

ln t he second ha lf of thc past cc ntury , a certa in number 
of phys icians we re intc reslecl inthe building sys tem , and în the 
co mfor t a nd hyg ienc of rura l ve rnacu Ia r arch itecture. Parti­
cu larly imporla nt a rc t hc wo rks o[ Dr . Gheo rghe C ră inicea nu 
a ncl D r. N . 1Vfano lesc u2 • T hcy supplied prec ious data on the 
ground or se ri ous resea rchcs in situ. 

T hc ctbn ographic s ludi es ci id noL overlock t hc as pcc Ls 
and problems of tradi t ional rural architec turc, a lth ough th e 
ang lc o[ approach so melimcs difrers from th a l of the a rt hislo­
rians . Onc ol' Lh c first works wh ose auth or was Tache P apa­
hagi, lmaqes d'e lh11ographie ro11maine3 , prese nls, a mong others, 
the a rchitec ture of a ll t hc a reas inhabiled by R oma nians and 
Macedoni a n Ro ma nia ns Dort h a ncl so ul h of th e Danube. 

fo 1926, t he cha ir o[ e lhnography a nd folkl ore was crea ted 
at t he Faculty of Litcra lure o[ the Cluj U ni vers iLy. R omulus 
Vuia, a pro[essor who occupi ed this cha ir , studied a nd pu­
b lished rema rkable wo rks on Lh e rura l se ttlemcnts a nd dwe l­
lings from T ransy lva ni a4 • 

T hc s tudies on a rchitecturc macle grea t progress in t he las L 
t hree decades as a res ui t of the sys tema li c a nd pla nned ac ti v ity 
o[ a gro up of rcsea rchers from th e s cti o n of p opular a rt of 
the Institute fo r Art History o[ Lhe R oma n ia n Aca cl emy, as 
we ll as t hose from the museums' d epartm enls of po pula r a rl 
and ethnography . T hc researches were direc ted towa rds Lhe 
s tudy of ve rnacular a rchitecture in ru ra l s urro undings, a nd 
the res ui t o[ t he publi ca li on of t hos e s tudies co ntributed to 
t he dc[initi on of t hc charac teri s ti cs of t his a rchi tecture i n 
Re mania . For t he first t ime, resea rches were carried ou t in 
a ll th c reg ions, a nd espec ia lly in those which were less known. 

1 S. Mcltedi n~i , Aplicări a11lropogeogra{ icc l n s{era etnograf iei, is tor iei 
ş i alior ş liin{e (A nlhropogcograp hi ca l a ppli cations i n Llie fi cld of et hno­
graphy, hislory and other scicnces), in S. Mchedin\.i , Opere alese (Seleclcd 
wo rks). clra w11 np by P rof. V. Mihă il escu , B uchar es l , 1967, p . 249 . 

2 Gil. Crăini cea nu , Ig iena ţăranu l ui româ n. Locuin/a, lncălfăminlea, 
lmbrăcă minlea ... (The Ro ma ni a n pcasa nt 's hygiene. T he dwellin g, foot­
wea r, clothes), B ucha rest, 1895; N. Ma nolescu, I giena făranulu i roman 
(The Ro ma nian peasa nt's hygie11e), 1895. 

3 T. Papahagi, lmages d' elhnographie roumaine, I - III, Bucharcst, 
1928- 1930 . 

4 R. Vuia, Le vlllage roumain ele Transy lvanie el du Banat , Bucarest , 
1937 ; idem, Salul românesc din Transilvania, 19-15. (The Romani a n vl ll age 
in Tra nsyl va nia). 

\iern acular arc llil l'c /11 re pile 
inlcg ral cd i n lire l encmenl {unei , 
l\fediaş - Si biu . 

AL Lh c sa me Lime, co mplete sc ienLi[ic a rchi vcs werc set up , 
in c lucling plans , surveys, photographs, s lides . T hei r valuc 
increases cach yea r as a co 11 scquence of t he rapid process o[ 
Lra nsformation in thc soc i a I a nd econom ic co n di t ions. 

A vas t ca mpa ig n or sys temat ic ga th ering of da ta co ncerning 
rura l a rchitec-ture was a lso underta ken for t he E lhnographic 
A tlas of Ho111a11ia , a work o[ nat iona l intercst which was begun 
in 10li5 a ncl was c laborat ed by t hc spec ialists of t hc Ins litute 
for E thn o logic a ncl Dialec lo log ic R esearches of the Boa rd o[ 

XXtl• cenlury wincl-mi /l, Saric /I ioi - T ulcea. Rebuii / i n /he Vi llage 
and l'oflu /ar .l r l l\J11sew 11 î n l111charcsl . 
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Socialist Cullurc and E<lucalion , in cooprral ion wilh Lhc spe­
cia I isls rrom l he m uscu ms of c lh nogra phy a n<l popu Ia r art 
of lh c who lr co unLry. T hc dala gat her(•cJ a long a per iod of 
Lrn ycars ( in c lu d ing lh e pub li cat io 11 or map and vo lu mrs of 

The " /;ou/a " of" Chi{u Cu{11i , JSJ.5, llra.~ / e 11i - J1 ehedin{i , arranged for 
popu/ar ari e~·llibi/ions. 

. . 

„ li a 1w I domnesc" ( 'J'h e 
prin.ce's inn), X V I 1 l lh ce ntury. 
Suceava, arrnnged as popu.Iar 
ari 11111se11m. 

commcnls), w hi ch a Iso inc lude precious informatio ns on Lhc 
present s la Le or ru ra I a rch itectu re, a re cent ra I izecl i n a spec ia I 
a rch ive. 

On t hc gro u nd of Lhe vast docu mcntary materia I resu I teci 
J'rom researches in bib li ograp hy, a rchives a ncl in situ , a ser ies 
of works or genera 1 information in c ludiog chapters on verna­
r u la r archile clurc, were c lab orated. We sha ll ment ion a m ong 
Lhc m : A ria populară româneascc'i (Ro manian popu la r Art), 
workecl ou t by a grou p or t he Inst it ute for Art History i n 1969, 
E /110,qraf'i a românească (Ro manian eLhn ogra phy) by I. V l ă­
dul,iu , il rhilec lura interiorului locuinfei fiirlin eş l i (T he a r ch i-
tecturc or t he prasanl clwe lling inler ior) , by G. Sto ica, as 
wc ll as a se ries of zo na l popula r art m onographies (Argeş, 
Vâlcea , Lhc J iu Va lley, Lhe Bistriţa Va lley, the Bîrsa Region , 
Lhc 'Wa llachian P la in , I.he Ma ram ureş, cLc.) 5 

Jrnpor lant researchcs werc ca rri ccl oul a lsa by t he "Io n 
Min cu" In LituLe for Arch iLecture fro m Bucha rest, fo llowecl 
by t hc wo rks of' sy nlh es is of prore so r G ri go re lonescu6 

a nd thc pa rLicula rl y inLeresLing slucli es or professor A l. 

G heorghiu .7 

J\rchiLec ls a nd e t hn ogra phcrs contributcd Lo a sc ri es of 
works co ncerning Lhc rura l a rchitcclure in var ious parts of 

:; G. Sto ica, l\1. Văgii , J\ r/a populară din Cimpia J\lunleniei (Popu lar 
art i n lhe Wa ll nchin n P ini n) , Bucharest , 1060 ; T . Bănii \ ea nu , Arta popLL lară 
di 11 nordu/ Transilvaniei (Popu lar Art i n lh c norlh or Tntnsylv:rnia), 
1969; G. l o ica , E. Secoşnn , I. V l:ldu\ iu , P. Petrescu , Arta populară 
clin \'Ucea (Popu lar Ar t in Vllcea) , R. Vileea , 1072; T. Bănă\ea m1 , 
Aria populară bucovi11ec1111'1 (Pop ul ar Arl in B ucovina), B uc harcsl, 
1075 ; P. Petresc u , Aria pop11lară din ~onele Argeş şi M11scel (Popula r Art 
ir1 lhe Argeş nnd Muscel Zones) , Buchnrcsl, 1067; Aria populară clin 
Valea .Jiului, r egiLLnca lfonedoara (Popu lar Art in Lhe .Jiu Vn ll ey, region 
of J lunedonrn ). B 11 charcst , 10G3. 

G Gr. Ionescu , I storia arhilec /11rii române8fi ( Hi story of Romanian 
nrd1itec.:lurc), B uc ltarcsl , l\J37; idem , Arhilec lurn popLLlară româneasât 
(Ro man inn pop ul ar Archilcct11rc). Buchnrcst. J057 ; idem , I storia arllilec­
t11rii în /lom/inia ( I li story ol' Arch ile·ture in Romania). Buchares t , 1\JG5; 
idem , Arhilec/111·c1 popu/ară în Jlomtinia (Popu lai· /\rch i l eclure in Hornan in) 
Bucltnres l , J071. 

7 A. Gl1 corg l1i u , Space, geom elr!J , archileclure, in „ Revue Rournnine 
<l 'hi s loire <le I 'a rt", Bucb::irest:, 1070 ; id em, fleclangles par{ails dans Ies 
pia ns des edi{ices pop11/aires roumai 11s. i 11 Revue rournninc ci ' ltisloire de 
l 'a r t, Buc lt arcsl, 1!J70 ; id em , Scara de acces ca f'ormă arilileclo11ică 111 
arhilec lura popu/arâ românească (Th e e11trance slni rcasc as nn architec loni c 
slrnpe in the Romnn inn popular nrch iteclure), in „ Monume11te islo ri cc ş i 

ele artă " ( I li s tor icn l nuci Art l\ionu111 cnls), Buchnrcst , l97G. 1. 
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Ho 111 a n ia 8 • 

In para lle l wiLh Lh c rcsca rchcs a nd works cl edi catccl Lo Lh c 
rura l s ide of vernacu la r architecturc , r csca rchcrs, a rchitec Ls , 
a rt h isto ri a ns dea I t. w i th so me of i ts oLher aspccts: urban arch i­
tectu re, " koula" (fortifi ccl dwelling), inns, privale counLry 
ho11 scs, churches, brid gcs, wc ll s , etc.° 

As Lhc resca rches inLo Lhe vernacu Ia r a rchitcc turc wcnt 
clceper a ncl clcepcr, t he idea o l' its s pec ifi c cha ra cte r bcca me 
more appa re nt, as we ll as thc fact that îl was crea teci by a rLi­
sa ns, a non y rnous for thc most part1° , Lh c rcprese ntat ives and 
keepe rs of a long- lasting traclition. Thcsc creat ions a rc im­
porta nt monumcnLs which se rve to unclc rsLa nd Lhe ori g in a li ty 

and creative power o[ Lh c Romanian peoplc, îLs capac ity Lo 

ac hi eYC works o[ hig h arLîsLic va lu e, even în Lh c ha rd co ndi­

tions of long cc nLuries o[ opp ress ion ; Lhey hra r w itness o[ an 

agr-o ld tradiLion, filLr red Lhrou g h Lliousa nd s o[ yea rs of expc­

ricncc, w hi ch lrd Lo a rc markablc refine me nL a ncl pcrf"ecL ion 

s I'. SL[111cul cscu , /\. Glworg liill , t>. Pcl rcsc1 1, n1ul ol. A rililcc lurn 
pop11laril rornti n cască. Hegiunea TJobrogea , Bucl1:1.rrsl , 1\J57; idem , id clll. 
Regiunea Ploieşti , Buctrnrcst 1958 ; idem. idem. Ji egiu11 ea Bucureş ti , 
Bu chares l. 1958 (Popul a r Homa nian a rchil cet urc: rcgion of Uobrndjn, 
region of I l oieşti , region of B11c ha resl). 

11 C. .Jojn , P. Pclrcscu ( Arilil ec /1.ua urbanl'i. romri11 easc1/ i 11 secolele 
al X \! II Jlca ş i al X l )(lcn (Ho mani a n town a re Iii Lee Lu re i 11 l he X V 11 Jth :rn<I 
X JXth ccntu ri cs) . Craio va, in „Studii ş i Cercetări de Is lori a Al"lci " . 
Bucharcst, 1%8, 1 ; C. Joja , Specificul arhil ecl11rii urbane româneş ti (Th 
specifi c clulraclcr o l Ro m:rni a n u r ban architecLure'o, în „St udii ş i cercetări 
de Istor ia A rlci": B uc lt:Hcsl, 1 \J70; Pa na i t Crislach c, I. Sch elclti , Biseri­
cile din Sălaj (Thc ehurchcs rrom S'll a j), in „Bulet inu l m o1111 111 enlelor 
istorice, B ucha rcst, l\J71 , 1 ; V . Drăgu\., 1\-lonwnen!ele .~ i centrele is lori<'c 
clin Romltllia (Monuments a ncl bi slo ri ca l cen Lers i n Roma ni a), i n „Mo nu­
mcnLc istor ice ş i de a rtă " , B uc lrnrcs t , 1075, 2 ; E. Gr ecea nu, Slr11ctura 
urbanii a oraşului Roman, mărl11rie a lreculului is toric (The urban sl ruc ture 
of Lh c Lown o[ Roman, w itness or thc hi sto ri ea l past). în „Mo num cnl e 
islori ce şi de nrlă " , B11cliarest, 1975, 2; I. D. ŞtcCtt n csc u. Arta veche a 
Marwnureş ultli (Ancicnt Ar l o f t he Maramureş) , Buch a rcst, G8: M. l s pir , 
Poduri vechi de pialril din Moldova (O lcl sL0 11 c bridgcs in foldavin). in 
„Monu111c11Lc istori ce ş i ele arLă", Bucharcs l , 1975, 1 ; M. Ispir , Raloşe le din 
Moldova (Mo lclavian roacls icl e inns), in „Mo numenle is tori ce ş i d e a rtă", 

Bucharest, t97G , 1 ; I. Dumitrescu, U n morwmenl de arilileclură din veacul 
al .\ V JJJicn . Co nacu l Filipescu din Filipeşlii de T lrg (A n XV IIIlh century 
monument of a r chitecture : the F ilipesc u co unLry h ousc în Filip cştii de 
Tirg), i11 „Monumente "istorice ş i d e artă", Bucharest, Hl76, 2; l. Goden. 
I. Cri sLnc he-Pa na it , J\IIo nwnente islorice bisericeş ti din eparhia Oradiei 
(f li slori ca l rc li gious m onum enLs în Lile clioccse of Oradea) , Oracle:1, 1978. 

to Wc find so m eti m cs 0 11 the master-girdcr, 011 thc railings, on Lil e 
cloor framc, clumsy inscripLi ons moclestl y noLchecl by Lhcsc a rli sans wlw 
lrncw bctLcr to cxpress Lhc111sc lvcs Lhrou gh Lhe monumc11Ls lhcy builL 
Lhan în writing. 

Tize "Greceww lwula", XV l l [tli centw·u. MiUclăreş li- VI/cea , arrangecl 
as a popular art m11sewn. 

of proportions. They are true documents of the history of the 
Romanian p eople and they b e long to the uniLary stock of 
culturc and civilization. The building technique, plans, ele­
vation, interior architecture, decoration, a ll contr ibute to 
demonstrate this fact. 

House of' Ecaterina T eo-
doroiu , XJXth cenluru. T!rgu 
Jiu -Gorj , arranyed as a m e­
moria/ exhibilion. 
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Tudor \1 /adimire:;cu".~ koula, 
.'\ Vi/f lit cen /11r ţ/. Cerne / i - l\ l e­
/1 edin/i , arrnnged as 1111 c.rhi/1ilio 11 
o r ilislor u. 

Voub/c-s loreycd hot1sc, .\'. l Xlh 
cenlury . C 11rlişoara- Go1j. J?e /111ill 
i11 lile \fil/age and Popn/ar Ari 
.1 ! 11 ·eum in flnchare.~ I . 

llouse w ilh a belvedere, XV JJllh 
century , Chiojdu M ic - flLLZău , 

recon stiluled a{ler Lhe original in 
lile Village and Popular Ari 
J\ J11 se11m in B 11cilares l . 
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Through research and awareness, vernacular architecture 
acquired a newe valency, which expia ins the concern for con­
scrvatinns hown by most of the researchers, already in t he 
past century. In Romania, the idea to preserve the monuments 
may be sa id to have been horn about the same time as the in­
terest to investigate and know them. After a time of d iscus­
sions and searching t hat followed t his interest, the [irst law 
for thc preservation of the monuments, e laboratecl by Grigore 
Tocilrscu on Spi ru Harel's initiative , appeared in 1892. The 
„Board for Pub li c Monuments" was created. lu 1900 it was 
Lransformecl and was ca llecl thc „Boa rcl for Historica 1 l\foou­
ments" . 

The 1892 law was modified ancl improved in 1919 by t he 
creation o[ Lhe regional sections w hich conlributed to t hc re­
sca rch and conservation o[ Lhe monumcnls in the area. 

For severa! decad es, t he u·real historian N .icola e Iorga kepL 
an eye on the act ivity of the „Board for HisLorica IM onuments" . 
His brilliant co llaboraLors wcrc Vasile Pârvan, Virgi l Dri'i­
ghiceanu, George Ba lş , Nico lae G hika-Budeşti, etc. These 
foremost specia li sLs contribuLed with works of capital impor­
Lancc to the knowleclgc o[ Lhe fond o[ rnonumrnLs ancl the 
actual sa lvaLion of rnany o[ them. 

During this period , which was imporLant for the e lucida­
tion o[ Lh e princip lcs a ncl methocls o[ reslora Lion, as wel l as 
or Lh e problems of organizuLion, a special attention was given 
Lo the isolated monurncnls , but vernacula r rnonumenLs and 
cnsembles, conside red less irnporLant, wcre in general over­
looked, ancl Lhcir conlribution Lo Lhe delineaLion o[ the histo­
r ica I ly co nsLiLutecl physiognomy of any scLt lemen t, was 
ignored. 

Thc DirecLions conLained in the Decision of the Council of 
MinisLers no. 661/1955 are t he first norm a livc act which regu-

"li anul lui J\llanuc" (1'1cuwc 's inn), X/XU1 cenlury, drawing by Lancelot. 

lates Lhe situation of the monuments in Romania after t he 
23 of August 1944, actua lly establishing the importance of t he 
monuments of vernacular architecture. 

When law 63/1974 concerning the protection ofthc nalional 
cultural palrimony came in force, it was possible Lo approach 
a much wicler series of problems , and that of t he restoration 
of monuments of a l! categories became a task of extensive 
cultural outlook. 

If we follow the history of Lhe researches in the fi e lcl of 
monumenls , it becomes obvious Lhat t he inlerest for vernacular 
archileclure, as a witness of the past ancl o[ Lhe originality of 
the Romanian people, increased and ripened a long a prolongecl 
period, but it was truly understood only in the last decades. 

As a resuit of the law concerning the protection of the na­
tional cultura l patrimony , a vast campaign has been initiated 
for t he assessment of t he inventory of vernacular architecture 
monuments through the museums and district patrimonial 
offices. This inventory will he completed by the publication 
of the ana lytica I repertor ies of this pa tri mony. 

A t the same time as the monuments of vernacu Iar archi­
tecture are investigated, inventoried and in c lu deci in the list 

Wooden ga l e, XfXth cenlury , 13erbeş li - J\llarr111wre.~ . r el11ti// in Ilie 
Vil/agr and Popular Arl J111sc11m în B11cliaresl. 

o[Ll1c·111011 11m t' ntsprotcctrd by law ,the way they are implc­
menlcd in Lhe ncw huildings is super ised , so that the Lypes o[ 
dwcllings miel t he structure of t he piles be conserved, in othcr 

" l/ a1111l lui :1/a1111c" ( .1/ c11111c·s i1111) af'ler rcsluralion. 
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words , LhaL Lh c wholc ex isti ng patrimony be preserved with-
0 11 t , in so cloing, seLting a hrake t o t he natural deve lop ment or 
t hc sett lernents . 

In view of a na lyz ing t hc present s ituation of th is catcgory 
o( monuments in connex ion with the comp lex cnsemble of 
prob lems wh ich are imp lied by t heir in tegrat ion in t he co n­
tcrnporary environmenta l bui ldings, certa in object ive factors 
have been assessed: 

- tradition, cons iderecl as a set o[ co nditions a nd rules 
sp ecific to a given p eriod , has disap pea recl for objective rea­
sons; 

- the iwed to build a great number of co nstructions of 
var ious types, most o[ which are too complex to make accord­
in g to a t rad it iona l way of bu ilcling (b locks of dwellings, so­
cia l-cultura l edifices, industria l buildings, etc .); 

- the tran format ion o[ t he way of life, mostly due to 
t he change in occupatio ns, requires a rev is ion and a divers ifi­
cation of the conception of the hab itat; 

- introd uci ng new materia ls leacls to a change in the 
aspect of t he b uildings ; 

- co ntemporary civil ization encourages origina li ty: each 
ma n loo ks for t hc formu la w hich meets best his socio-cultu ra l 
requirernents; 

- iso lated monuments or p iles should have a rencwed 
functiona lism in order to rema in viab le and be integrated rn 
Lhc present way of lifc. 

A new leg is lation which guara ntees t he preservation of 
t he c lass ified patrimony hrought about, i n t he new co nditions, 
the rev ival of a great number of monuments restored or kept 
in good state. In this way , vernacu lar monuments or piles 
became u eful to society a nd adapted t hemselves to its needs . 
As it is imposs ible to ma ke a n exha ust ive a na lys is of t he Ho­
manian exper ience in t his Iie ld within t he limi ts of t he pre­
se nt s tucly, we sha ll attempt to class ify the monuments accorcl­
ing to thc methocls used fo r the ir conservat ion a nd fo r their 
new funcLion. We sha ll g ive a few examples. 

Accord i ng to the actua l conditions of each monument or 
cnsemhle of vernacu Iar a rchitecture, different measures have 
been adopted in orcl er Lo integrate t hem in the prese nt way 
of life . 

Mctl1ods of 1n·cscrvation 

1. Iso la ted monuments o[ vernacu lar a rchitectu re are pre­
served in s itu: houses, " koule" (fortified dwellings), peasa nt 
technica l insta lla tions, inns , we lls, e tc . 
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Arliilec/ural pile, Mediaş - Sibiu 

2. Pi les of ve rnacula r a rchiLecLure preserved in s itu : rn a r­
ke L p laccs, strccts, urban or rura l centers . 

:·L Jso laLcd rn onum ents of ve rn acular a rchi tecture, reb uilt 
on another site: peasanl houses, domest ic bui ldings, we lls, 
gaLes, techni ca l insta llat ions , inns - as s in rrula r monum ents . 

4. Iso latecl monuments a ncl pi lcs o[ ve rn acula r a rchitec­
Lure cl isplaced !'rom Lhe i1· initi a l s ite in v iew or reco nstiLuting 
ensemb les wiU1in ouLd oo r muscums or „a rchi tecture re­
servat ions". 

Each of these methods of consen ·a Li on faced researcher a nd 
restorers with its own prob lems: t he monum ents had eith er 
tobe cleared or t he paras it ica l adcl iti ons, or co mponents which 
had surrouncled them and baci disappea red had to be rehuil t ; 
the specific character of the histori ca l a rea ha c! to be re­
estab lish ed; t he re lations hetween t he various components 
of the town s tructure had to be preserved; heights had to be 
gradu ated, the street network had to he fo ll owecl, t he iniLial 
p lan of t he settlement had tobe observed, etc. 

On ly t he wooden monuments of exceptiona l va lu e wh ich 
co u Id not be suffi ciently t umed to account on t he p lace of 
t heir origin were displaced, or t hose which rema ined outs icl e 
t he precin cts of t he settlements as a resuit of systematization 
or for wh ich no aclequate so lu tio n could be fo und to integrate 
Lhem in Lh e new ly bu iltcnsemh les. Ovc r 1,000 monumenLs o[ 
ve rn acu Ia r arch itectu re frorn the ru ra I zone were saved in 
t h is way . T hey a re now to be found either in t he big outdoor 
museums - t he Vi llao·e a nd Popu lar Ar t Museum [rom Bu­
cha rest (HJ36), the Ethn ograp h ic Museum of Transy lvan ia in 
Cluj (1929), thc Museum of Popu larTech niqu e in S ibiu (1965), 
the Museurn for Fru it :m el Vine G row ing from Go leş ti (1966) , 
or in t he a rchi tecture reservat ions from B uj oreni-Vîl cea, Curţi­
şoa ra -Gorj, T imişoa ra -Timiş , Baia Marc ancl Sighetu! 
Marmaţie i -Maramureş, Focşani -V ra ncea, etc . 

The d isp laced monumenLs were se lected acco rding to cri­
teria o[ cl ocum entary and aesthetic va lue a nd t he surrounclings 
have been reco nstituted in the outdoor museums accorclin cr 
to t he stru cture of a typica I sett lement w it h t he cha nges re­
qu ired hy its new functi on ; in the arrangement of t he a rchitec­
ture reservations, account: has bee n kept in genera l of l hc 
st ru ctures of t he sett lemcnts specifi c to the re leva nt zones. 
At t he same time as t he monuments were rebuilt ancl if it was 
poss ible, a specif ic tree and fl ower plan tation was undertaken 
in v iew of reconstiLuting t he surrounclings and restoring t he 
aspect of the natural s ite . T his recompos ition of t he ensemble 
has often renewed t he ratio monument su rrounding wit hin t he 
outdoor museum , it has reestahlished t he chro no logica l st ages 

http://patrimoniu.gov.ro



\ ' ernacu/ar a rcllil cc lure pile preserved în s ilu , './' i/i.~ca- Si/J i u . 

\lcrnw·11lar arcl1ilcc l111·1· p il c 11rcserved în s iLu , inlegralecl in t/1 e l enemenl 
f'1111<1. llri i {11. 

V iew of a slree / in Med iaş. Tl1e 11101111mcnl îs inl egralerl in Ilie l cn em en l 
rund 

of t he evo luLi on or 'Lh e rura l settlements, vcry o[ten impa ired 
because of t he ir a na rchic ext ension. 

Th e co mp lexity ol' t he prob le ms of t he preservat ion a nd 
integra Li on of t he vc rna cu la r a r ch itcctu re a mong Lh e s urrou nd­
in g bu ilcli ngs a ncl in tbe contempora ry way of life a Iso imp lies 
sctting off t he historica l fund by aclapting it fu nctio na lly a 11 d 
resetting it into t he pub lic c ircuit of some bu il clings and e n­
sembles documenLari ly and aes th · Lica lly important. 

By ass ig ning a new fun ction to it , cac h r esto red monument 
has become a po in t of attrac tion, a hi s tori ca I. sy mbo l in tegra Led 
in th e ensernh le bui lt today. This is t he r eason why, when 
s tar t in g t hc investigation a ncl restoration of the mon urne nLs, 
account has a lso hce n kept or w ha t t heir l'uture fun ction was 
tobe. 

Starti ng frorn Lh e id ea expressed by t he g reat h istor ia n 
Nico lae Iorga w ho sa id Lh at a monument „ „ . contains in 
itse lf severa l achievements: a skill Lo bui ld t hat is no m ore în 
use , a b eauty t hat ca nnot be rec reated and, bes id es, a m ore 
or less la rge amount o[ reco llec tions , sorncthing out of people's 
lives"11 , a n attempt has b een macle to evoke t he his tori ca l 
eve nts and facts a monume nt represents t h rough its new func­
Lio n . By integrating t hem in t hc actu a l aspect oI t he towns 
a nd villagcs, in tcrms of t he histo rica l b ackg round and t he 
new requirements, t he monuments of vernacular architectu re 
have a lso bcco me eIIicient means or patriotic a nd aesthc t ic 
cdu cation. 

T be new function s have been ass ig ncd on Lhc grouocl of 
a graduation of t he va lues and hy ana lys ing th e actua l cond i­
tious of each monument or architecLura l enscmble . Considcred 
rrom t he point of v iew of the ir integration by means of a new 
[11n cLion , Lhc mo nurnents of architecturc în Romania may b c 
c lass ifiecl în severa ! groups : 

1. Monumc nLs a rra nged as mu sc ums or cxhibi t ions; 

2. Monumcnts cqu ippecl [or tourisLic c ncl s; 

3 . Mo num c nts integrated in Lhc Le ne mcnt (unei ; 

4. Mo nu ments of religious irnporLance. 

L Monumen ts ai'l'anned a s mnst•um s 01· cxh ibitions 

T hi ca Legory inc lucl cs a rea l network of monuments 
" kou le" (forL ifiecl clwc llings), pri vate counLry houses, inns, 
peasant houses, et c . , arra nged as museums boLh Lo use thc 
space ava ilab le for th e disp lay of p a Lrimonial pieces of p a rt i­
cular va lu e a nd to a llow t hese monum ents to h e v isited ins icl e­
Bcs ides , t he mu seurns being instiLuLions des igned for t he p re. 
se rvation or th e na tiona I patrimony, th e rnonu me nt i tse I[ is 
co nsequently we ll ma in tained. 

T he arrangements w it h în Lh e vc rnat:u Ia r ar chitccture mo­
numents rnay bc g rouped in three catego ries of muscums, na­
mr ly: 

1.0. Monuments fitted for spcc ia lized ex hibiLions -
history, c th110graphy, a rL - prov id ccl with show-cases a nd 
pa nc ls for t he display of t he works , accord ing Lo Lh e requirc­
ments of mode rn mu seo logy. Such exhibitions have bee n 
arrangcd in „Hanu l Domnesc" (thc Prince's Inu) rrom u­
cea va t he " k oulc" from Mă l d 5reşL i a ncl Bujoreni - Vî lcea, Lhe 
" koula" [rom Cu r ţişoara -Gorj, t he " koula" [ro m Broş teni ­

Meh cdin~i , thc Vergu-M5nă i Iii housc în Buzău , ele. 
1.1. MonumenLs re la Lcd Lo Lh e deve loprnenL of some im­

porLa nt hi sLo ri ca l evc nt or Lo t he lire a nd activ ity of p ersona­
liLi cs , a rranged as a perm a ne nt or memori a l cx hibiLi on , w hcre 
Lhc aLm osphcre of Lh e period prcva i ls: the house of Ecater ina 
Teodoro iu in Tîrgu Jiu, thc housc of C . B rîncuş i in Hobi(:a­
Go rj , t he housc of T ud or Vladimirescu în Vladimir-Gorj , Lh c 
house of Cipria n Porumbcscu in thc cornmune Cipr ia n Po­
rumbescu in t he district of Suceava, e tc . 

1.2. R epresentaLive houses furnished and provided with 
peri od picces: t he Hagi-Prodan h ouse in P l oieşti ancl a ll the 

11 N. Iorga, Cum s-ar cuveni să se 1ngrijească monumentele istorice? 
(I-Iow shoulc\ historica l monuments be maintainccl?), in „Semănătorul ", 

14.Xl.1904, p . 721. 
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monumenls in outdoor museums and architectu re rese rvations. 
This formula is very popular and very successfu l as it mainLains 
the atmosphere of the peri od it re prese nts un a ltered . 

The a rrangement of these monuments rai sed [or architec ts 
and rnuseographers diffi cult problems b ecause, so met imes , 
the exh ibition th em ~s counterecl thc architecture o[ t hc monu­
ments. The b as ic idea was to turn the monument to full ac­
count, so in arranging the e xhibilions the most adequale so­
lu tions were aclopted in orcler that the arc hi tecture of the mo­
nument and the exhibitiou might h e perce ived as a whole and 
co ncomitantly . In order Lo achieve th is e ud in t he best of 
cond it ions, t hc museum profilc was det ermined , the prope r 
lheme was wo rked out, an origina l and at the same time unob­
trusive des ign was app lied so as to obtai n a ha rmon ious en­
semb le in which t he monument and t he exhibition s hou Ici 
[orm a sing le unit. 

2. J\'lonumcnts c1111ip1ted i'ol' touristic cnds 

T he monume nls of vern acular a rchilecture whic h hac! been 
usecl as inns , hote ls, restauranls, b ee r-houses, coffee-houses or 
shops, m a inla ined în most cases their inili a l fun ction after 
lhe in1 eriors werc prev ious ly equipped according to the requi­
rements of the mod ern way or li l'e ancl the re levant spec ific 
charac le r. 

Hesloration a nd a rrangements he lped turn to accou nt spaces 
considercd as insa nita ry and co nlributed at the sa me time to 
ma intain the specilic cha racte r of each loca li ty . 

One of thc mos l interest ing exa mples of a monument ranged 
in this catego ry is „Hanul lui Manuc" (Manuc's inn). It is 
situated in one of the o ld est parts of t he town of Buc ha rest, in 
„P i aţa Unirii " (Union Square); it was huilt presuma bly bet­
ween 1804-180612 , it was restored and inaugurated on the 
30th july Hl71 and it is today a p a rti cularly picluresquc spot 
in t he center of the ca pital. Seve ra l separa le pavilions joinecl 
in a harmonious ensemble display a histo ry of the whole Ho­
rnania n c ivil a rchitecture. The va riou s parts of the who le ha ve 
been equ ipped to se rve as an ho le i, beer-house , co nfeclionery, 
pastry-shop , various shopping centers, m ost of t he m in the 
style of the XIXtll century. Thc a rchitecture ancl functi ons of 
„Ha nul lui Manuc" ma ke of it a pa rt of t he e nsemble known 
uncler the name of „C urtea Veche" (The olcl pa lace). 

The restoration a nd a rra ngements carried out at „Hanul 
cu tei " (Th e lime-trees inn) , thosc on the Lipscan i , Gabroveni 
ancl Şe la ri streets in Buchares t , at t he Otel Market in the town 
of Baia Mare a ncl in the ti 1" of March Square in Sibiu, or on 
severa ! s treets of t he towns of Sighet, Sighişoara, Mediaş, 

Cluj-Napoca et c., are only so me exa mples of t hc use of 
vernacular archi tecture for touristic purposes. 

3. :Monuments integrated in the s tate h~nement fond 

T hc monumenls in this category are genera lly of modest 
dirnensions a ncl they a re diviclecl iuto two groups: 

3 .1. Houses w here on ly t he fac;ade has h ee n prese rved and 
the interior has been arranged acco rding to modern confort 
requ i rements. 

3 .2 . Houses whose interior a rchitecture has a lso been con­
served and where t he necessa ry lighting, heating and sewerage 
systerns have been fitted. 

Genera lly, the above mentioned rnonuments forrn groups 
- village aud town centers, streets or whole settlernents' 

12 Panait I. Panait, Hanul Lui Manuc (Manuc's inn), in „Buletinul 
Monumentelor istorice", Bucharest , 1968, 2. 
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- whose aspect is unifi ed a nd wl1ere th e subsequent buil­
dings integraled themse lves in the constitutecl ensemb les . 
They are pa r t of the tenement fund, namely they have main­
ta ined their initial function. Many Homanian towns have such 
centers and streets with similar clwellings: Mediaş, Sighişoara, 
Sibiu , Braşov, Cluj, Timi~oara , Botoşani, Roma n , Tg. Neamţ, 
Călăraşi, etc. 

1. Monumcu ts of religious importanee 

A se ries of monuments o[ thc cult, hui lt of wood betwee n 
t he XVJ!h ancl the XIXth century, hut which actua lly repre­
sent mu ch o ld cr traci i Li o ns , whose interior wa lls are or ten co­
vered with paintings, have been restored and prese rvecl in situ, 
keeping their initial function with certa in microclimate re­
strictions. We sha ll mention a few of t he m : Bogdan-Vodă, 
Cu hea, l euci , H oza vlea, Plopiş in t he Maramu reş, as we ll as 
others in the Cluj, B ih or , Go rj , Vîlcea ancl Vrancea distri cts. 

Beyond their definite fun ct ions, a lt lhese monuments , 
resto red or presc rYed în goocl state, a re the witnesses of a mi lie­
n ia I c ivilization ancl cul ture; t hey beca me the b ea rers o[ social 
or historical funct ions , they influc nced th e peo ple's conscience, 
enriched their cultural and aesthet ic outlook and embe llishecl 
t heir Iives. 

Their va lue rests in the decisive part they play in t he 
co nservation of the specific characler ancl inclividuality or t he 
surrounclings, of the town and rural c nse mbles , as we ll as .in 
t heir functional utility. The Hornani a n State co ns iders t hem 
as an integra l part of the co ntemporary env ironmental bui ldings 
and is concerned with their protection and res loration in the 
spirit of the present scientific co nception , as e nse mbles which 
s hou ld be integrally conservecl and inc lud ed in t he daily way 
of life . 

The confrontation between olcl ancl ucw sometimes inev i­
tably results in losses at the leve i of urban a ncl rural deve tor­
rnent, especia lly a rnong the lesser rnonu ments of vernacu lar 
architecture, because each society tends to express its own 
message through the huildings it e rects . That is why t he in­
vestigation and preservation of the monu ments or vernacu Iar 
architecture has beco me a highly actua l problem at world 
leve i , a problem in which thc ICOMOS and t he Internali onal 
Boarei for vernacu Iar architecture are ca I led to assert t hem­
se lves firm ly . 

Translatiou: E. Sturza 

lll~SUJ\fl~ 

P I us de cenl a ns se sont ecoules depui s qu 'un i nlercl sci enti fi qu e 
pour L'archil ec lure vcrnacu lnire a co mm ence ,\ se manifes ter cn Ro umani c, 
ma rqu c pur ! 'ne tivite de plusicurs person nnlilcs notoircs : hi slori ens 
d 'n rl , hi sturi cns, gcographes. medecins, ethnograpbcs , nrchit ccles. Au 
cours el e celle periodc, Ic probl eme a etc aborclc de differcntes mnni cres, 
en fonction de la specinlile des pcrsonncs en ca usc, ele la periode, el e 
la co ncepti on prevalant e. Au -delii des nclivitcs de rec herch e, d ' inven­
La ire et de classifiea lion des monurn ents sur ln basc d'une 1!\g isla ti on 
efficace, des res ulla ts rema rqu nb lcs ont ete obtenus nussi so us le rnpport 
de la co ns erva li on, de la rcstnurntion ct de l 'i nlcgralion des monuments 
et cnscmbl cs vernncu lnires co nformement a ux exi gences de la sociClc. 

E n fonclion des co ndili ons co ncrct cs de chaqu e monum ent, 011 a 
adopte, d'un cas :l l 'autre, I c~ mesures pa r lcs qu ell es ii pui sse s' integrer nu 
mode ele vie conl empora in. 

Modaliles de conservaliun: 1) monumenls d 'nrchitecture vernacuJairc 
isoles, co nserves în situ ; 2) ensembl es cl 'architeclure vcrnaculaire con­
serv(s în silu ; :3) monum ent s isol es. cl 'a rchilccturc vcrnacut aire demontes 
et remonlcs sur un emplaccment si mila i re: 4) monu ments et cnsembles 
d 'a rchitccture vernaculaire cl emonles ct rcmontcs dans Ic ca dre de «musees 
a ciel ouverl>> ou de «reserves d 'architecturcn. Chac une deces moda lites 
de cons ervation a soul eve d es probl erncs cm ce qui concerne: le cl~gagemcnt 
des rnonumcnts, Ic retabUsscment des ca rac t crcs specifiques el e la zone 
resp ec tive, la pr6scrvnlion des rapports cntre Ies diffcrentes parli es com­
posantes ele la slruclurc urba ine, la hicrarchisat ion des rcgimes de ha ulcur, 
la prescrvation du rcsea u routi er, Ic respect du plan initial, etc . 

Les nouvclles fonctions clc5 monumenls rcstaurcs ont ete assignecs cn 
vertu d ' unc hierarchie des valeurs el ele l 'analyse des caractcristiqucs 
ele chacun cl ' entre eux. Du point de vue des rnodaJit(>s d 'integration cn 
rapport a vcc la nouvelle fonction ass umee, Ies monum ents el 'architecture 
vernaculaire ele Roumanie pcuvent etre repa rtis dans Ies groupes sui­
vants: 1) monuments arnenages comme musees et lieux d 'expositions ; 
2) monumenls a menagcs dans des buts touristiques ; 3) monuments assignes 
au lo gement; 4) monuments du culte. Par l'attribution des differentes 
!onctions, chaque monument est devenu un nouveau point d'attraction. 
un repere historique et artistiquc integre au patrimolne actuel <le con­
structio n. 
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