
THE NON FORMAL EDUCATION IN MUSEUM 

The ational Museum of Art of Romania 
organised in the first three months of 2009 
the first training in non formal education in 
museum for teachers. This training program 
was created in partnership with The Teacher 
Training Centre and it is accredited by 
The Ministry of Education, Research and 
Innovation for a period of two years. 

The main purpose of this training îs 
the increased utilization of the museum 
as a teaching resource. The course targets 
the primary school and secondary school 
teachers and its goals are the assimilation 
of the a transclisciplinary teaching practice, 
the accommodation with the concept of 
museum education, with the basic techniques 
used during an educational program and 
with the methods of investigation and 
encouragement of the students' interest 
for art. 

The necessity o f this kind of trai ning has 
many reasons: The first is the adaptation 
of the institutional teaching methods to 
the current needs o f the students. The 
great amount of information and the 
cliversification of the activity fields have lead 
to the need of changing the structure of the 
school curriculum in the last years moclifying 
the way of learning especially focused on a 
transclisciplinary and interactive approach. 

A second reason that leaded to the idea 
of this training it was the need of the 
teachers and educators for using other 
types of spaces as teaching resources beside 
the school itsel f. The ational Museum 
of Art of Romania is one of the most 
active Romanian institutions regarding the 
creation and encouragement of alternative 
types of education in its permanent and 
temporary exhibitions and in its branch 
museums (The museum of art collections, 
Zambaccian [useum, Pallady Museum). 

Iulia IORDAN 

Even since the year 2000 the D epartment 
of Education, Communication and Cultural 
Projects of the MAR has been organizing 
a variety of educational programmes for 
all ages. With times passing by, despite 
the increasing number of the museum 
educators, the possibilities of organization 
and realization remained insufficient for 
satisfying the requests from the schools and 
kindergartens. Thus the idea of transmitting 
this type of education through training for 
teachers appeared. 

The course presented here has some 
precedents. The first is the Summer School 
for parents and teachers organised in the 
summer of 2003. For five days 30 parents and 
teachers have participated in an interactive 
presentations and workshops held by 
psychologists and education curator from 
abroad and from other organizations from 
Romania. The goals of this summer school 
were the accommodation of the adults with 
communication techniques through image, 
the finding of connexions between art and 
daily life of each participant, the recognition 
and understanding of the values of the work 
of art. The purpose of this program was 
presenting o f the educational role of the 
museum as an interactive and ceative space. 
After this summer scbool the participants 
became freguent and active participants of 
the programmes offered by the museum 
and contributed to its popularization. 

The second event prececling the 2009 
training was the first pilot teacher training 
made in 2006. This programme didn't fully 
accomplish alJ its goals because it was a 
small project in its educational o ffer and 
time climension. H owever it permitted 
the identification of aspects tbat coukl be 
developed in the future fo r the benefit of 
the participants and of the museum. 
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The present training progra rns proposed 
for 2009-201 O are already success ful because 
of their cornplexity and because they are 
accredited by The Ministry of Education, 
Research and lnnovation. 

Before presenting the training's 
development at the beginning of 2009 
I wou ld like to give sorne conceptual 
explanation of the terrn "non formal" used 
in the fi eld of museum education. 

E ducatio n is class ified in pedagogical 
theory resources into three main types: 
formal education (practiced in institutions 
uke kindergartens, scbools, higb-schools, 
universmes etc.) , in for mal education 
(education seen rather as a medium's 
inAuence than a voluntary educative action). 
Tbe third for m o f education holds th e 
ideal solution when confronting with the 
deficiencies of an incoherent educational 
sys tem or with individual lacks of 
knowledge and skills. on formal education, 
understood as a compensatory rnethod 
of school education in Romania, refers to 
a relatively narrow range of possibilities 
that include institutions, associations, and 
fou ndations with educative activities for 
different age groups especially in big cities 
and mainly in Bucharest. Thus the number 
of participants to this kind of programs is 
very smaU reported to the children's real 
needs. U nfo rtunately, the school manages to 
be fuUy satisfying only in a few cases, using 
its usual educative programs, methods and 
rneans. The answer we propose is that the 
teachers use different methods and working 
spaces. 

Museum education bas its basis on the 
educational potential of the patrin1ony 
obj ect and on the latter's ex traorclinary 
capacity to stimulate bo th sensibility and 
inteUect. The training program held by 
the National Museum of Art of Rornania 
is wished to be a way of encouraging 
educators to use an educational alternative, 
thus contributing to the enbancement 
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of tbe pupils' knowledge. Judging by the 
experience we alread y have in working 
with schools and kindergartens, education 
tbrough the work of art creates a good 
relationship between school and museum , 
both institutions collaborating to achieve 
the same educative purpose. M useums' role 
in providing an efficient stimulating medium 
for the learning process bas been greatly 
emphasized in the pas t few years. Museum 
educatio n, through pupils' direct contact 
witl1 the objects of patrimony, facilitates 
tl1e assinlliation o f new knowledge and the 
completion of information received within 
the school. 

The training program we proposed is 
composed of 42 bours of theory and 
practice and it includes courses in museum 
education, non fo rmal education, art history 
and ludic educative methods. The trainers are 
education specialists from MAR and from 
o ther training organizations: the Institute 
for E ducational Sciences, the CREATIV 
Association and the Bucbarest School 
Inspectorate. The no tions and techniques 
of museum education are applied to MAR 
patrimony, but the training program's goal 
is to create the necessary abilities in order 
to be utiUzed in the teachers ' educational 
activities regardless of the types of museums 
or cultural institutions. After fi nalizing 
the training, ilie participants receive 11 
transferable professional credits. 

The program was initiated this January 
and about 60 school teachers came from all 
the capital's districts, being divided in two 
groups. The courses were held depencling 
on the teachers' schedule, thus one of the 
groups met during weekends and the o ther 
- during one the working days' afternoons. 
The training's theoretical presentations 
included interactive stages, thus involving 
the teacbers' active participation, wlUle the 
practicai o nes in tended to familiarize the 
participants with the museum's space and 
witl1 the actual work within the museum. 
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Therefore we o rganized guided tours in 
aU three art galleries and carried out two 
demonstrative lessons with twoschool classes 
loyal to our educative program . Likewise, 
the participants were given educational 
resources, among which educator ' guides 
macle by our educational sta ff n some 
of our most frequent program themes: 
Animals and Plants,· Of?jects jrom Dai!J Space,· 
Public Space, P1ivate Space; Fashion and Sţyles. 
Although during the training we've come 
aeros o rganization o r communication 
problems, at the end of the program the 
teachers ach.ieved the necessary training 
to bold some lessons with.in the museum, 
regarclless of the fi eld they special.ized in. 

Even though some o f the educators 
in.itially only had the gain o f professional 
cred.its as a mo tivation, most of the 
participants proved a real interes t for the 
type o f approach we put forward, fact 
confirmed by their interventions during 
the courses, but especially by their final 
projects. Thus, many o f these projects 
were macle in an interd.i sciplinary and 
creative manner, at the same cime keeping 
in rnind the curricular requ.irements. The 
preferred themes chosen in these projects 
are related to social education or to the 
connections between mathematics and 
sc1ences. Romanian language specific 
themes or semestrial evaluation themes 
were al o approached . We only wish that 
these projects be put to practice within the 
museum by as many teachers as possible. 
During the training period, some teachers 
undertook the responsibili ty o f coordinating 
a program in the museum, a h.ighly 
specialized med.ium. While in the beginning 
they perceived their lack of a specific 
background and knowledge, în the end they 
gained a much greater confidence in their 
own professional abilities. Ch.ildren's better 
school results and the parents' appreciation 
were other consequences of work.ing with.in 
the museum. 

As for the course's continuation, it will 
carry on for t:wo more years, depend.ing on 
the teachers' demand . Because this training 
is also addressed to gymnas ium teachers, we 
hope to soon be able to organize a work.ing 
group o f th.is k.ind. The teachers are invited 
to participate regardless of the fi eld they 
teach. The next training groups o f teachers 
or educators will be o rga n.ized on demand 
by registering at the museum's headquarter, 
or at Buchares t's Teachers' Training Centre. 
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