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After the 2007 accession to th e EU, 
Romanjan cultural inscitucions have been 
discovering the potencial of non-disbursable 
fund s available through internacional open 
calls fo r projects proposal s. Pinancing 
generally goes from funding cu ltural events, 
mobility and training schemes to major 
investments in infrastructure and logiscics. 
Investments in culture help inscitucions in 
keeping their status as major attraccions 
for large audiences and thus rein force their 
mjssion withi n the communities o f origin . 

ASTRA project for the EEA Grants 
includes t:wo major objectives (the projec t is 
now undergoing the final stage o f evaluation, 
being rated as third on the national li st). 
First, it intends to build and develop a rugh­
standard storage facib ty fo r the movable 
ethnographic heritage artefacts from the 
open air museum: ASTRA Centre for 
H eritage. Thi s is goingto be a tate-of- the-art 
storage facility, with low energy and climate 
controUed, that will also hos t conservacion 
laboratories and the Centre fo r Training of 
Conservators. T he second direccion focuses 
on the restora tion and active con ervation 
of the wooden structu res within the open 
air museum. It airns mainJy at restoring a 
number o f buildings recently transferred 
witrun the mu seum, but prevencive 
conserva cion activities are included as well. 
Partners' exchange of know-how (with 
SI TEP rcsearch institute from on vay) 
is considered of benefit for both parts 
involved as it includes, besides prac tica! 
workshops, <lissemjnation activicies such 
as semjnars în both OI\l/ay and Roman.ia 
and accivicies regarding the etwork of the 
Museums Curators of Wooden Heritage 
that provides furth er sustai nabili ty of the 
proiect. 
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''Promo/ion of sustainable development of 
Romanian rural areas through the revitalization 
and valorisation of Wood Civilization -
L..emnArt" is another project of A TRA 
Museum participating in the Call under 
the PO DRU - Axjs 5.2. The project 
ai.ms at providing modern means (logistics, 
know-how etc.) for craftsmen from four 
geographical areas (Maramureş, Bucovina, 
Vrancea, Gorj) so tl1at th ey could turn 
from subsistence agriculture activities to 
promotion and valorisacion of the art 
and craft o f working the wood in order 
to unlock th e regeneration of wide rural 
commur,jties through proper valorisation o f 
cultural heritage. The project is connected 
to tl1e wider program of ASTRA Museum 
- Living Hurnan Treasures - that foresees 
the rescuing of the intangible cultural 
heritage through nacional and international 
development and th e implernentation of 
long term strategies. 

ASTRA fu seum also actively involves 
in creating and re-creating a universe for 
children through programs and strategies 
for nacional education and E uropean 
integracion at an early age. Foliowing the 
U E CO direccive concerning tl1e AIA 
2009 (International Year of Astronomy 
2009), A TRA developed a new project 
addressing mainly children and youtl1 
(with local partial financing from ibiu 
City Council): '54stronomical Observatory. 
Traditional version of the S '9·" The main goal 
is to raise awareness of the targe t group on 
the eth nograpruc vaJues that once stood 
at the heart of th e people's explanacion 
of cosmogony, sky, celestial phenomena 
and which brought fortl1 tl1e modern 
investigation of the unjverse. 
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La t but not least, even if the Museum 
is not considered to be an eligible solicitant 
for POR - 5.1 Axi , the ibiu Coun ty 

ouncil (the tutelary authori ty of the 
Museum), in collaboration with the Project 
Management Office, submitted the project 
"D evelopment and modernisation of the 
infrastructure for touristic valorisation of 
the ethnographic heritage of ASTRA Open 
Air Museum - D umbrava ibiului". The 
main objective is to improve the degree of 
touristic satisfaction of visitors concerning 
the ways of accessing the cultural product 
offered by the museum and also to expand 
the degree of securi ty of the exhibited 
monuments and of the mobile heritage 
collections. 

Cost versus benefit 
- according to ASTRA 
Sibiu/ Hermannstadt is one of the cities 

that proved thatculture can bea major vector 
of local revitalization,ASTRA Museum now 
being considered a good practice example 
in this respect. This is one more reason 
to support the idea why the money spent 
for culture îs able to trigger an important 
return on investment at the communi ty 
levei. ASTRA Museum understands its role 
as of major involvement in the life of the 
local communi ty, capable of generat:ing 
"heritage dividends" that come back at the 
levei where they are supposed to: public 
space of community life. 
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