
RAINBOW - WE ARRIVE TO YOU ON THE WINGS 
OF THE CULTURAL RAINBOW! 

AndreaDEĂ.K 
Project Manager 

Cristina Ioana FELEA 
Project Coordinator 

The National M useum of Eastern Carpathians 
Ro mania 

ln the second half of September 201 O the National Museum of 
Eastern Carpathians initiated a new project for children and youngsters 
from Covasna Counry, Romania. The project called RAINBOW - We 
arrive to you on the wings of the cultural rainbow! was initiated by 
the Museum, financed by the Administration of National Cultural 
Fund (AFCN) and supported by the Museum's partners: the General 
Office of Social Assistance and C hild Protection of Covasna County 
(DGASPC Cv- Directia Genera lă de Asistenta Socială si Protectia 
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Copilului Covasna), the „Carpa~ii Răsăriteni" Cultural and Scientific 
Association (ACŞCR), the "Mihai Viteazul" National College (CNMV) 
and the Centre for Drug Abuse Prevention Evaluation and Counselling 
of Covasna Cou nty (CPECA Cv- Centrul de Prevenire Evaluare şi 
Consi liere Antidrog Covasna). 

The project was meant for those children and youngsters from Covasna 
County who find themselves în orphanages, family houses and other 
centres as such, and for those who have special needs and require special 
attention provided for them in specialised day-care centres. Thus, more 
than 80 children and youngsters were expected to attend the creative 
workshops organised în the following 5 centres: 

- Nr. l Family Home from Întorsura Buzăului 22"d - 24'h September 
- The Rehabilitation Centre for Handicapped C hildren from C hilieni 

l " - 3'd October 
- Nr. 3 Family House, Sf. Gheorghe 11 'h - l 5'h Ocrober 
- The Centre for Emergency Reception Sf. Gheorghe l 9'h -21" Ocrober 
- Day-care Centre from Sf. Gheorghe 26'h - 28'h O ctober 

The workshops, programmed berween September and October 2010, 
were coordinated by the specialists of the Museum and DGASP Cv, by 
the CNMV and CPECA volunteers. 
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Through rhis projecr we aimed to involve rhe instirurionalised children 
and yo ungsrers and rhe children with special needs in rhe cultural life 
of rhe region, giving rhem free and easy access ro such acriviries rhey 
cannot normally arrend. In mosr of rhe cases rhey find rhemselves in 
rhe impossibili ry of coming to rhe museum. Thus we decided ro rake 
rhe museum ro rhem . The vo lunreers, whom are mainly secondary- and 
high-school srudenrs, are given rhe chance to ger involved in social and 
cul tural acrivities. Th e volunteers arrended previously rhe Museum's 
wo rkshops, becoming, rhrough the information and crafrs they have 
learned, bearers of traditional cultural heritage. ow they are given the 
opportuniry ro transmit this heritage ro o thers, ro beco me teachers, ro 
become aware of the fact that the heritage they are holding is important 
and that it also makes rhem important. 

Ali the materials that promoted this project and all the materials 
used as scienrific support (workbooks specially creared for rhe children 
arrending the workshops in the project) were bilingual - Romanian/ 
Hungarian . As well, half of che coordinators and volunteers speak boch 
languages. Thus, our project ai med ro overcome the language barrier that 
is set up by most of rhe cultural and social projects rhat are implemented 
in Covasna Coun ry. The co mmon denominator of rhe participants was 
nor erhnic in regration, buc rhe severe need of social inregration and the 
acu te need of facili tating rhe access to cultu re fo r children with limited 
possibili ties and resources. 

Workbook and diploma 
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ln all of the 5 centres we have chosen together with our partners we 
decided to organise 3 workshops: 

1. Clay modelling and painting on ceram ic vessels 
2. Traditional sewing 
3. Traditional weaving 

Beside rhese 3 workshops the participants played educational games 
and solved riddles found in the workbook created specially for this 
programme. Each participant received, at the end of each workshop 
series, a diploma and a prize. 

Mosc of the materials we worked with were lefe in each centre, 
according to rhe number of children. We hope rhat rhe participants 
will not stop practicing these crafts once the project has ended, chat 
they will continue working based on the information they learn from 
us and wirh the materials we leave behind. This project provided basic 
information regarding each craft practiced at a workshop bu t we do ho pe 
in a continuation of this project. 

We hope to be able to continue this projecr în order to reach a larger 
number of participants, these 5 centres being only a small part of all the 
institutions of the kind in our coun ty. As well , we hope to be able to 

enlarge rhe number of workshops, to include more activities. 

Our project has its own blog page, on which we posted news regarding 
rhe evolu tion of rhe workshops, impressions of the coordinators, pictures 
with the works of rhe children and a lot of interesting information abour 
our activities: http://mncrainbow.blogspot.com/. 
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