PRO MEMORIA

Adriana Rusu-Pescaru

1997 — anul aniversar in care muzeul devean sarbatoreste 115 ani de la
infiintare si 60 de ani de la aparitia primului numar al revistei,, SARGETIA ACTA
MUSEI DEVENSIS" face necesara o trecere in revista — chiar succinta — a
activitatii desfasurate de institufia noastra. Bazele muzeului au fost puse dupa
constituirea Societatii de Istorie si Arheologie a comitatului Hunedoara (1880)
aceasta avand initiativa si sprijinind infiintarea sa. Initial lipsit de un lacas
propriu, pe parcursul anilor adapostit in diverse cladiri necorespunzatoare,
obtine abia Tn 1938 cladirea Magna Curia in care este adapostit si astazi.
Colectiile sale au fost, initial, structurate pe trei domenii: istorie, stiintele naturii
sietnografie ele fiind divesificate pe parcursul anilor. Primul statut de organizare
elaborat in anul 1920 a fost inlocuit, ca fiind necorespunzator, cu altul in anul
1940. Confruntatin permanenta cu problemele materiale muzeul deveanreuseste
sa le depaseasca si sa se mentina printre institutiile similare cele mai apreciate
din tara.

Imbogatirea si diversificarea colectiilor fac necesare unele reorganizari si
deschideri de noi sectii ale muzeului. In afard de Muzeul Arheologic din
Sarmizegetusa, cel de Etnografie si arta populara de la Orastie si cel de Istorie
medie de la Castelul Corvinestilor din Hunedoara sunt infiintate: Sectia de
Stiintele naturii (1966), Muzeul mineritului din Petrosani (1968), Casa memoriala
Crisan (1979), Muzeul memorial Aurel Vlaicu (1982), Punctul muzeistic Tebea
(1984), Muzeul de istorie locala si etnografie Brad (1987), si, in acelasi an Secftia
de Arta din Deva. Muzeul devean a cunoscut el insusi mai multe reorganizari
(1938, 1968-1970, 1980-1981) iar cel din Sarmizegetusa a fost reorganizat in
anul 1982.

Judetul Hunedoara recunoscut ca pastrator al unor numeroase bogatii si
frumuseti ofera la tot pasul obiective istorice de interes national sau local.
Muzeul este cel care vegheaza asupra conservarii si restaurarii lor, in judet
existand 291 monumente istorice, de arta si ale naturii, dintre care: 111
monumente istorice si de arhitectura, 30 monumente si rezervalii arheologice,
2 muzee memoriale, 40 monumente de arta plastica, 29 rezervatii naturale si 79
monumente memoaoriale.

Nu putem sa nu amintim rezultatele obtinute in urma cercetarilor pe
santierele arheologice de importanta nationala de la Gradistea Muncelului
(Sarmizegatusa Regia), Micia, Germisara, Ulpia Traiana Sarmizegetusa, Tapae
etc.

Ca institutie de cultura muzeul este chemat nu numai sa descopere, sa
restaureze si sa conserve vestigiile trecutului istoric ci si sa valorifice rezultatele
cercetérilor stiintifice efectuate in diverse domenii istorice. In afara mijloacelor
specifice mezeografiei (expozitii, expuneri, conferinte etc.), unrol aparte revine
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publicarii rezultatelor cercetarii. Acest deziderat a fost inteles de slujitorii
muzeului devean.

inca din anul 1925 directorul losif Mallasz pune bazele unei reviste
proprii: ,,Publicatiile Muzeului Judetului Hunedoara" din care apar doar volumul
1 (1925), 1l (1926) si [l1-1V (1928) toate publicate la tipografia din Deva. Daca
primul numar contine un singur articol — al lui .Mallasz intitulat: ,,Ceva despre
trecutul pamantului nostru", in al doilea volum gasim si articole semnate de
Alexandru Borza, losif Lepsi si Gavril Todica. Cel mai amplu este insa fara
indoiala volumul 1lI-IV nu numai pentru ca insereaza si articole semnate de
Marton Roska si Mircea Eliade. Acest volum cuprinde pentru prima data o ampla
prezentare a activitatii muzeului pe anul 1927. Aflam din aceasta ca muzeul se
confrunta cu probleme financiare neprimind de la Prefectura nici a patra parte
din sumele alocate de labuget. Aflaminsa sirealizarile sale dintre care amintim:
prima inventariere a colectiilor numismatice (3387 monede de argint si aur),
prima catalogare a bibliotecii (2834 volume), aranjarea arhivei, inifierea si
realizarea primului schimb international de publicatii precum si imbogatirea
substantiala a colectiilor de stiintele naturii.

in 1937 prin grija dr.doc. Octavian Floca, directorul muzeului, se publica
primul numar din ACTA MUSEI REGIONALIS DEVENSIS — SARGETIA. Era
prima revista de arheologie locala a unei institutii muzeale de provincie, titlul
revistei suferind, pe parcurs, unele modificari. Astfel, volumul Il aparut in 1956
este intitulat ,,Contributii la cunoasterea regiunii Hunedoara" fara subtitluri de
Buletin, iar cu volumul V (1968) denumirea se stabilizeazala, SARGETIA —Acta
Musei Devensis". Pe parcursul celor 60 de ani de existenta a revistei volumele
au aparut sub ingrijirea unor colegii redactionale a caror componenta a suferit
modificari cu trecerea anilor. Din pacate, abia cu volumul VIl este mentionata
componenta colegiului care este format, initial, din specialisti din cadrul muzeului
ulterior fiind cooptati si specialisti din afara lui. Desigur nu-i vom putea aminti pe
toti dar nu putem sa nu mentionam macar pe directorul publicatiei, redactorul
responsabil si secretarul de redactie. Acestia sunt dr.doc. Octavian Floca, dr.
Mircea Valea sidr. loan Andritoiu pentru volumele ViI-VIil. incepand cu volumui
X1V (1979) se mentioneaza doar redactorul responsabil care devine loachim
Lazar, directorul muzeului si secretarul de redactie care raméane acelasi pentru
ca din 1981 (volumul XV) secretar de redactie sa devina Rodica Irimescu-
Andrus situatia menfinandu-se pana in 1991. De la volumul XXI-XXIV care
apare in acest an avem pe Adriana Rusu-Pescaru director al publicatiei, loachim
Lazar redactor responsabil si Adela Herban secretar de redactie.

Daca la primele sale numere SARGETIA publica cu predilectie studii de
arheologie, In voiumul Il gasim un studiu de etnogatie semnat de Nicolae
Dunare pentru ca odata cu cel de-al IV-lea volum aria de cuprindere sa fie
largita. Apar prezentarile de fonduri arhivistice iar cu volumul XV sunt publicate
recenzii, cronica activitatii muzeului, necroloage pentru ca in volumul XX sa fie
cuprinsa chiar o monografie — cea a satului Mihaileni — Brad. Mai mult chiar,
unele sunt dedicate unor personalitati sau unor evenimente. Astfel, volumul X1V
estededicatdr.doc. Octavian Flocala a 75-a aniversare, volumul Xlll centenarului
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independentei de stat a Romaéniei, volumul XVI-XVII centenarului muzeului
devean iar volumul XVIII-XIX bicentenarului rascoalei taranesti din 1784.

In paginile revistei SARGETIA au aparut studii si articole purtand semnétura
unor prestigiosi specialisti. Nu-i putem mentiona pe toti colaboratorii nostri dar
nici nu putem sa nu amintim macar numele arheologilor lon Nistor, Mihail
Macrea, Constantin Daicoviciu, Hadrian Daicoviciu, lon |. Russu, lon Horatiu
Crisan, Radu Vulpe, Lucia Marinescu, loan Glodariu, Liviu Marghitan, Doina
Benea, Radu Florescu, ale etnografilor Nicolae Dunare, Lucia Apolzan, Elena
Secosan, Valeriu Butura sau ale istoricilor David Prodan, Dan Berindei, Maria
Dogaru, Nicolae Lascu, loan Opris, Nicolae Edroiu, Gelu Neamiu, Simion
Retegan, Radu Popa dar insiruirea ar putea continua inca.

Pentru ca revista noastra sa fie cunoscuta de un cerc cat mai larg de
specialisti au fost stabilite relatii de schimb cu numeroase muzee si institutii de
cultura din t{ara dar si cu peste 250 de asemenea institutii din strainatate din
peste 25 de tark de pe toate continentele.

Acum, cand sarbatorim 60 de ani de existentd a publicatiei, gandurile
noastre se indreapta cu recunostiinta catre toti acei care prin truda lor au facut
ca SARGETIA sa devina o publicatie de prestigiu si dorim ca si pe viitor ea sa
se mentina la acelasi inalt nivel.
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1997 is a jubilee year for the Deva museum 115 years since its
establishment and 60 years since the first issue of the ,,SARGETIA ACTA
MUSEI DEVENSIS" yearly. This requires a—albeit brief -~ review of our activities
over the decades. The grounds of the museum were set up after the founding of
the Hunedoara County History and Archaeology Society (1880) which initiated
and supported the project. Initially lacking premices of its own, hosted at various
times in several unsuitable buildings, it is merely in 1938 that the museum is
granted the Magna Curia building, in which itfunctions today. Its collection were,
at first, structured on three fields: history, natural sciences and ethnography.
They were later diversified overthe years. The first organising states elaborated
in 1920 was replaced as unfit in 1940. Always facing material difficulties Deva
museum managed to overcome them and to remains among the best rated
museums in our country.

The enriching and diversifying of the collections required some re-
organization and the opening of the new sections. Beside the Sarmizegetusa
Archaeological Museum, the Orastie Ethnographical and Folk Art Museum, and
the Corvin Castle Mediaeval Museum and the following sections were founding:
the Nature Science Section (1966), the Mining Museum in Petrosani (1968), the
Crisan Memorial House (1979), the Aurel Vlaicu Memorial Museum (1982), the
Tebea Museum (1984), the Local History and Ethnography Museum in Brad
(1987), and in the same year Deva Art Section. Our museum was re-organized
several times (1938, 1968-1970, 1980-1981) and the Sarmizegetusa Sectionin
1982.

The Hunedoara County known as treasurer of many riches and beauties
in overwhelmingly rich in historical objects of nation wide or local importants.
Museum is responsable for their conservation and restoration. In our county
there are 291 historical, art and nature monuments of which 111 historical and
architecture monuments, 30 archaeological monuments and reservatipns, 2
memorial museums, 40 arts monuments, 229 natural reservs, and 79 memorial
monuments.

We are bound to mention the resultes of researches made of nationwide
importance archaeological sites in Gradistea Muncelului (Sarmizegetusa Regia),
Micia, Germisara, Ulpia Traiana Sarmizegetusa, Tapae etc.

As a culture institutions museum is called not only to discover, restorate
and preserve the remains of the past, but also to process the resultes of various
scientifical researches. Beside the specific means every museum is provided
with (exhibitions, lectures etc.), an important part it is played by the publishing
of work as results.

Even as early as 1925 manager losif Mallasz issues a publication belong
to the museum: ,,Publicatiile Muzeului Judetului Hunedoara". Only the 1*
(1925), the 2" (1926), 3-4" are issued, all of them being printed in Deva,
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Printed House. Whereas the 1% issue was made up over single article - titled:
,»Something about the past of our land" by |. Malasz, in the 2" one we can find
articles signed Alexndru Borza, losif Lepsi and Gavril Todica. The vastest is
however the 3-4" valume not only because provide article by Martin Roska and
Mircea Eliade, but also because it contains for the first time large compte-rendu
of the museum activities in 1927. We can thus find out that the museum faced
financial problems, as it received only less than the 4™ part of the amount
granted from the budget. One can also find out however some of the museums
successes: the firstinventory of the coin collections (3387 silver and gold cains),
the first cataloqueing of the library (2834 volumes), the arranging of the
archieve, the first international publication exchange, as well as the seisable
enriching of the nature scrience collections.

In 1937 as aresult the offerts of museum manager Dr. Octavian Floca, the
firstissue ACTAMUSEI REGIONALIS DEVENSIS -~ SARGETIA is being printed.
Itwas the first local archaeological publication issued outside Bucharest the title
thereof being subject to several changes. Thus the 3 volume (19586) is titled:
,.Contributions to a more thorough knowledge of the Hunedoara region".
Starting with volume 5™ (1968) the title is being stabilized of ,, SARGETIA — Acta
Musei Devensis". During the 60 years of issue of the volumes were appeared by
publishing committees whose compositions was also subject to change.
Unfortunately, it is only as of the volume 7' that the compositions of committee
is being mentioned. At first was made up of experts inside the museum staffes,
then other experts was also called to join in. We can not mentioned here that we
are bound to mentioned the manager, publishing in charge and the secretary of
the publication; these are: PhD. Octavian Floca, Dr. Mircea Valea and Dr. loan
Andritoiu for the 7""-13" volumes. As of the volume 14" (1979) only the publisher
in charge mentioned, this being loachim Lazar, the museum manager and the
secretary which stage the same. Then as the 1981, volume 15", the secretary
is Rodica Irimescu-Andrus, until 1991. From the volume 21'"-24" onwards
publication manager is Adriana Rusu-Pescaru, loachim Lazar publisher in
charge and Adela Herban secretary.

Ifin the firstissues SARGETIA published mainly archaeologist studies, in
volume 3" we find an ethnography paper signed by Nicolae Dunéare and as the
volume 4" the interest area is in larged with archieve, found presentations; with
15" book coments, activities, chronical, necrologues and volume 20" is actually
a monography the Mihaileni village near Brad. Moreover some volumes are
dedicated to some persons or events, thus, volume 14" is devoted Dr. Octavian
Floca on his 75™ anniversary, volume 13" to Romanians 100 years for
Independence, volume 16"-17" to the museum centenary and volume 18™-19"
to the bi-centenary, at the 1784 peasant operating.

SARGETIA has play-hosted to many studies and articles bearing signature
of prestigious experts. We can not mention all ot our collaborators but we must
list here the archaeologists lon Nistor, Mihail Macrea, Constantin Daicoviciu,
Hadrian Daicoviciu, lon I. Russu, lon Horatiu Crisan, Radu Vulpe, Lucia
Marinescu, loan Glodariu, Liviu Marghitan, Doinea Benea, Radu Florescu, the
ethnographers Nicolae Dunare, Lucia Apolzan, Elena Secosan, Valeriu Butura
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or the historians David Prodan, Dan Berindei, Maria Dogaru, Nicolae Lascu,
loan Opris, Nicolae Edroiu, Gelu Neamtu, Simion Retegan, Radu Popa and so
on.

To make our publication know as board a group of experts as posible
exchanges have being established with many museums and cultural institutions
within our country but also 250 such institutions in more than 25 countries
worldwide.

Now, as we celebrate 60 years of as existance of our publication, we must
pay our tribute to all those who through their work have made SARGETIA a
publication of great prestige and we can only wish for it to keep the same high
standards as in the past.
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