IN MEMORIAM DIRECTORULUI
DOCTOR DOCENT OCTAVIAN FLOCA

Székely Zoltan

Centrul cultural al Transilvaniei si dupa primul razboi mondial a ramas
orasul Cluj, unde a functionat si mai departe Universitatea fondata in secolut al
XIX-lea. Statutul roman a avut grija ca aceasta institutie universitara sa aiba si
mai departe un corp protesoral compus din cei mai distinsi oameni de stiinta ai
tarii. Astfel la Facultatea de Litere si Filosofie, la catedrele Filologiei clasice, la
limbile latina si greaca, la istoria antica si arheologie au fost numiti profesori
ca Th.A. Naum, $t. Bezdechi, E. Panaitescu $i D.M. Theodorescu. Acesti
profesori au format acele cadre didactice si stiintifice, care in timpul interbelic
si dupa al doilea razboi mondial au contribuit pe taram didactic si stiintific, ca
succesele romanesti in aceste domenii sa fie recunoscute si in strainatate.

Un reprezentant ilustru al arheologiei romanesti format la Cluj a fost
doctor docent Octavian Floca. M-am inscris la Filologia clasica la istoria antica
si arheologie in anul 1930. La aceste specialitati locul de meditatie pentru
studenti a fost Institutul de Studii Clasice, unde a fost si o biblioteca de
specialitate. Profesorii au {inut tot aici seminariile si examenele. Studentii
licentiati, care au fost refinuti la institutie ca preparatori au pregatit materialul
didactic si in lipsa profesorului ei s-au ocupat si cu studentii. Octavian Floca pe
vremea aceea, impreuna cu l.I. Rusu, a fost preparator la istoria antica si
arheologie. El ne-a predat numismatica greaca si romana. In acest timp, cat a
fost la Cluj ne-am imprietenit. in anul 1934 O. Floca a fost numit ca director la
Muzeul din Deva, iar legaturile noastre prietenesti s-au intrerupt numai in anul
1940, cand Ardealul de nord a trecut sub stapanirea maghiara si eu am fost la
Sfantu Gheorghe. Dupa al doilea razboi mondial, cand Ardealul de nord a fost
retrocedat Romaniei legatura noastra prieteneasca a fost imediat reluata.

Multe muzee din Ardealul de nord, printre care si Muzeul din Sfantu
Gheorghe, au suferit pierderile grele in timpul razboiului. Noul regim punand
muzeele sub Indrumarea Asezamantelor Culturale, o institutie noua creata, a
ordonatreorganizarea muzeelor din tara si reciclarea muzeografilor lor. impreuna
cu O. Floca si M. Moga am fost insarcinati ca sa vizitam toate muzeele din tara
si sa facem un raport despre starea lor. in urma acestor vizite au fost organizate
cursuri de perfectionare pentru cadrele muzeelor si vizite la cate un muzeu
reorganizat conform ideologiei noi. O. Floca a fost permanent lector la aceste
cursuri i prima vizita latin muzeu reorganizat a fost la Deva. Legaturile noastre
au fost foarte intime si ne-am informat reciproc despre problemele noastre
comune. Octavian Floca a fost cel care mi-a facut lecturizarea lucrarii despre
sapaturile facute la villa rustica romana de la Ciumatfaia. Pentru meritele
deosebite Tn activitatea noastra in anul 1957 am fost decorati cu Ordinul Muncii
clasa a lll-a si decoratia ne-a fost inméanata de dr. Petru Groza, presedintele
Republicii Ponulare Romane.
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Octavian Floca, ca om, a fost foarte corect si modest. Nu a fost cu
prejudecati fata de nimeni, sa fi fost ungur sau alta nationalitate, a fost
intelegator, tolerant si prietenos. El fiind mai in varsta, cu colegii mai tineri a
avut o comportare asa de cordiala incat toli i s-au adresat cu cea mai mare
incredere. Pe tinerii cercetatori i-a indrumat cu cea mai mare bunavointa si i-
a ajutat in toate problemele legate de arheologie. Pentru confirmarea acestui
tapt aduc o ilustrata trimisa mie, in anul 1982, nu mult inaintea morii sale,
cerand niste informatii pentru un tanar cercetator din Muzeul Deva. in aceasta
ilustrata indica, ca sanatatea lui era slaba.

Trebuie sa mai vorbesc despre acest om: de o mare cultura si cu o
pregatire profesionala deosebita ar fi trebuit sa aiba o catedra la o institutie
universitara, ca sa formeze cadre tinere de arheologi, predandu-le bogatele
sale cunostinte in domenioul arheologiei. A fost nu numai un cercetator foarte
bun, numismat, dar si un excelentinterpretator al vestigiilor trecutului indepartat
al dacilor si romanilor din regiunea Hunedoarei. Moartea lui prematura a fost o
mare pierdere pentru arheologia romana si pentru prietenii lui, care 1l stimau si
il iubeau. Pastram amintirea lui, ca a unui prieten si coleg, pe care rar gasim in
viata.
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IN MEMORIAM OF DOCTOR DOCENS
MANAGER OCTAVIAN FLOCA

Abstract

The city of Cluj remained the cultural centre of Transylvania after the World War | as well.
There the University founded in the 19" continued its existance. The Romanian State saw to it
that this university institution continue to have a teaching staff made up of the most distinguished
scientists of the country. Thus the Philology and Philosophy Department at the Classical
Philology Chair, at Greek and Latin, at archaeology and ancient history professors as were
named: Th. A. Naum, $t. Bezdechi, E. Panaitescu si D.M. Theodorescu. These professors formed
the teachers and scientists who in the inter-war period and after the World War Il have contributed
that the Romanian educational and scientifical achievements be recognized at home as well as
aboard.

A famous reprezentative of Romanian archaeology, taught in Cluj was doctor docens
manager Octavian Floca. | myself studing Classical Philology and ancient history and archaeology
in 1930. Bachelor students of those departaments learnt the students their lessons. In the
premices of the Classical Studies Institute were they also had a library handly. Protessors held
their seminaries and exams their as well. Graduates who are retained as training assistance
prepared the learning material and also dealt to the students when the professors were absence.
By that time Octavian Floca together with |.1. Rusu was a training assistent for ancient history and
archaeology. He taught us Greek and Roman coin study. So, while in Cluj we got friends with each
other. In 1943 he was appointed manager at the Deva museum and our friendly ties were broken
only in 1940 when Northern Transylvania shifted to Hungarian rule, | being in Sfantu Gheorghe
at that time. After World War Il when Northern Transylvania became part of Romania again our
relationship resumed imediately.

~ Many museums in Northern Transylvania including that in Stantu Gheorghe suffered
severe loses during the war. The new regim subjected museums to the authority of the new
institutions called the Cultural Settlements. The government ordered that the museums be
recognized and the staff thereof re-trained together with O. Floca and M. Moga we were
commissioned to visit all the museums from the country and report on there state. Follow as these
visits training courses were organized in keeping with the new ideology. Octavian Floca lectured
at all those courses and our first visit to re-organize a museum was in Deva. Our ties was very
close: we kept on each other inform all about our common problems. Octavian Floca lectured my
paper on the diggins at the Ciumataia Roman villa rustica; for distinguish service, we are both
awarded high Romanian medals in 1957.

From the human point of view as was very fair and humble person. He was understanding,
tolerant and friendly towards his younger colleagues. He was so cordial that everyboby adress him
with utmost confidence. He counselled the young researchers with extreme benevolence and he
helped them in all their archaeology-related problems. To illustrate this, I'd like to recall that in
1982, short before his death, he sent me a postcard in which he asked me for some information
on behalf of a younger researcher in his museum.

| must point out the great merits of this very special man as to the development of the
Romanian archaeology. Owing to his broad knowledge and high stander training he should have
its own University Chair, so that he woud be able to teach afd train young archaeologists. He was
not only a very good researcher and coin expert, but also an exquisite interpretor for Dacian and
Roman past in the Hunedoara region. His premature death was great loss for the Romanian
archaeology and also for his friends. We treasure his memory remembered him as a friend and
colleague who is very hard to find.
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