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Among the inscribed jewellery discovered in Roman Dacia count also the rings 
decorated with the phrase VTERE FELIX, most identified in military or army related 
contexts, at Resculum – Bologa (1), Potaissa – Turda (3) and Aquae – Cioroiu Nou (1), 
to which add two examples found in burial contexts at Sucidava (1) and Dierna – 
Orşova (1). From the seven pieces discussed herein, three are worked of gold, other 
three are silver-made and one is in bronze. The inscription was incised on the bezel or 
ring body, beside the short or even complete versions of the phrase being also present 
two names, that of Valerius at Potaissa and Caeserius at Dierna. Although according to 
part of bibliography, rings in this class were assumed to conceal a most certain 
affiliation to Christianity, we believe they may be the exponents of a fashion trend that 
originated in the military environment, which later diffused in that civilian, where 
among others, it was also used to decorate jewellery. In Dacia, such rings start to 
emerge most surely from the end of the 2nd century AD, peaking in circulation during 
the first half of the 3rd century AD, in use, on the decreasing slope of the curve, until the 
4th century AD. Due to the find context, we believe they were used by soldiers or 
civilians in connection with the army, without yet further dismissing the possibility that 
in part, they were also used as signet rings. 

Among the inscribed jewellery pieces1 discovered in the Roman province of 
Dacia counts a particular class of objects, namely that of the rings decorated with the 
acclamation VTERE FELIX. This class includes as well, beside rings, bracelets, 
necklaces and obviously gems and cameos2. All these jewellery pieces had a complex 
functionality3 and are rather numerous in the territory of the Roman province of Dacia4, 
which is explained by the fact they could be worn by both men and women, children 
and adults and are, in most cases, the markers of certain wealth, social standing or even 
religious choice of the family or individual wearing them5. In the class of the rings 
inscribed VTERE FELIX, count 7 examples discovered at Resculum – Bologa (1), 
Potaissa – Turda (3), Dierna – Orşova (1), Sucidava – Corabia (1) and Aquae – Cioroiu 

1 Hamat 2014, p. 113-139; Hamat 2016, p. 85. 
2 Hamat 2014, p. 114; Hamat 2016, p. 85. 
3 Such jewellery was ascribed various functions, from that aesthetic and apotropaic to that of markers 

visible to the society or even that of seals, some even fulfilling a double functionality (Hamat 2016, 
p. 85).

4 Hamat 2014, p. 114. 
5 Hamat 2014, p. 114, 125. 
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Nou (1)6. The first piece of the kind identified in Romania is published in CIL III7, 
while later, in 1976, Nicolae Vlassa published the golden ring from Potaissa8. Over the 
time, they were catalogued in 1988 and then in 2002 by Nicolae Gudea and Ioan 
Ghiurco9, in 2005 Dorel Bondoc adding the piece identified at Cioroiu Nou10, with 
further additions in 2012, when Mihai Bărbulescu published the examples from 
Potaissa11. 

Short introduction 
The phrase VTERE FELIX was also used as VTI ME FELIX, seldom as VTERE 

FELICITER, but especially in the short form VF, V.T.F, VTI, or VTER(e) FELI(x), to 
which might add the owner’s name, that of the gods or even the acclamation VIVAS. It 
may be translated as “use (this) with luck”12. It decorated various ancient personal 
objects13, from jewellery14 to parts of military equipment15, brooches or buckles, 
Eucharistic spoons and various classes of objects of day to day life as mirrors or even 
pottery16, being found even on building materials17. Spreading at the scale of the entire 
empire18, with a chronology mainly encompassing the period of the 2nd-3rd centuries 
AD19, yet found in the 4th century AD20 as well, the phrase is known within the Roman 
Empire particularly in connection with objects originating in the military environment21, 
like belt fittings22. The bibliography on the issue of objects decorated with this formula 
in Dacia, references too mainly the finds in the military environment and presents 
especially Roman military equipment parts23, but also objects connected to the civil 
environment, like for instance pottery24 beside certain dress elements, among which we 
mention brooches25. Notable finds of jewellery inscribed with this phrase at the scale of 
the Roman Empire include a bracelet in the Hoxne hoard, inscribed VTERE FELIX 
DOMINA IULIANE26. Rings inscribed as such appear throughout the European territory 

6 Horedt 1978, p. 214, 217, Abb. 7/1; Florescu, Miclea 1979, p. 38, cat. no. 70; Gudea, Ghiurco 2002, 
p. 174, cat. no. 5; Bondoc 2010, p. 169-170, cat. no. 96, pl. XXXVII/96a; Bărbulescu 2012, p. 249-251.

7 CIL III, 1639, 4. 
8 Vlassa 1976, p. 217-218. 
9 Gudea, Ghiurco 2002, p. 173. 
10 Bondoc 2005, p. 10-11. 
11 Bărbulescu 2012, p. 249-251. 
12 Spier 2012, p. 42; Hamat 2016, p. 93; Bărbulescu 2012, p. 255. 
13 Spier 2012, p. 42. 
14 Apart from rings, also count bracelets like the one found in Hoxne hoard and inscribed with VTERE 

FELIX DOMINA IVLIANE (British Museum 1994, 0408.29). 
15 Alexandrescu 2007, p. 242-248; Redžic 2008, p. 155. 
16 It may be inscribed, painted, incised or applied, depending on the material (Alexandrescu 2007, 

p. 244).
17 Clayton 1977, p. 55. 
18 Finds of decorated objects with this phrase stretch from Britannia to Syria. 
19 Spier 2012, p. 42. 
20 Especially the jewellery was dated to the period of the 3rd-4th centuries. 
21 One of the best known examples is the belt from Lyon (Wuilleumier 1950, p. 146-148). 
22 Petculescu 1991; Redžic 2008. 
23 Petculescu 1991; Alexandrescu 2007, p. 242-248; Dinulescu 2011, p. 82-83; Bărbulescu 2012, 

p. 252- 254.
24 Bărbulescu 2012, p. 255. 
25 Bărbulescu 2012, p. 255. 
26 British Museum, collection number 1994, 0408.29. 
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of the empire, being present in finds and collections from Basel27, the Epinal Museum28, 
Mainz29, Trier30, Salona31, Carnuntum32 and Liptovská Mara33. In many cases, the 
inscription is completed with a name or other expressions. Thus, at Ragusa the 
established phrase is attached the acclamation VIVAS34, while in Pannonia, at Gerulata, 
a ring was incised with phrase VTERE FELIX IN DEO VINTIO35, while in Britannia a 
bracelet is inscribed with formula VTERE FELIX DOMINA IULIANE36. Such phrase 
may also be used on signet rings, case when a name adds37. Its presence on jewellery 
and especially on the rings discovered in Roman Dacia has arisen much debate in the 
past, in what their Christian nature38 is concerned, view disputed by part of the 
Romanian historiography39. We wish to mention Nelu Zugravu in particular, who drew 
attention to the fact that for the lack of any association with a specific mark, like for 
instance the cross or the Christogram, the acclamation, very popular in the pagan 
environment as well, should not be forcefully Christianised40. 
 

Find context (Fig. 1) 
Assumed for years as concealing certain affiliation to the Christian religion41, 

this distinct class of jewellery was in most cases discovered in military or army 
associated contexts. This is the case of the ring identified at Resculum, of the three 
specimens from Potaissa, as well as of the piece from Aquae – Cioroiu Nou42. Whilst 
two of the finds at Potaissa come precisely from the sewerage of the fort baths43, the 
specific find place of the golden ring discovered there is unknown44. We believe that 
this piece too, alike that from Resculum, may be framed to a military context. At 
Cioroiu Nou, the 2002 excavation campaign yielded a silver ring relevant here. It comes 
from the excavation made in the north-western corner of the fortification (S4, square 3, -
0.30 m)45, near the building newly discovered in the 2002 campaign46. Other two 
jewellery pieces of the kind were identified in burial contexts, like for instance the 
example from Sucidava. At Dierna, a ring inscribed with the phrase is mentioned in 
bibliography as identified in a child’s grave, more specifically in a lead sarcophagus 

                                                 
27 CIL XIII, 1002499. 
28 CIL XIII, 1002498. 
29 CIL XIII, 1002496a-b. 
30 CIL XIII, 1002497. 
31 Vlassa 1976, p. 217. 
32 Humer 2009, cat. no. 1514-6 – all in silver, cat. no. 1554 – glass; Daňová 2012, I-137, II-233 cat. 

no. 480 – gold. 
33 Daňová, Soják 2012, p. 190. 
34 Vlassa 1976, p. 218. 
35 Kolník 2001, p. 72. 
36 Yeroulanou 2010, p. 44. 
37 Hamat 2016, p. 98. 
38 Vlassa 1976, p. 217; Zugravu 1997, p. 179; Benea 1999, p. 65-67; Gudea, Ghiurco 2002, p. 173. 
39 Zugravu 1997, p. 179. 
40 Madgearu 1994, p. 479-502; Zugravu 1997, p. 179; Bondoc 2005, p. 12. 
41 Benea 1999, p. 65-67; Gudea, Ghiurco 2002, p. 173. 
42 Cat. no. 1-4, 7. 
43 Cat. no. 3-4. 
44 Bărbulescu 1994, p. 176. 
45 Bondoc 2005, p. 10. 
46 Petculescu et al. 2003, p. 88-89. 
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placed in a stone sarcophagus with gabled cover, the resting place of a child47. Still here, 
it is worth mentioning that other finds of Roman military equipment decorated with this 
acclamation48 are known at Potaissa and Sucidava49. 

Description. Typology 
The material of which these rings are made of, is not precisely that common in 

Dacia50, in terms of addressable market and raw material, quality and price ratio, three 
of them being worked of gold, other three of silver and one of bronze. This aligns to a 
state of facts for the finds at the scale of the empire, where the great majority of 
jewellery of the type is made of precious metals51. Each example herein has a simple 
shape and was likely worked in provincial workshops, according to the fashion and 
requirements of the local market and concordant to the owner’s interests. The sizes of 
these rings range from 1.2 cm and 2.5 cm, with the smallest inscribed with the name of 
Caeserius from Dierna. It is worth mentioning that small size does not exclude male 
owners, given the fashion of rings worn on the phalanx, as proven by observations on 
votive52 and funerary statues53, or the signet ring worn on the little finger, as reported by 
literary sources54. 

The inscription on the rings here was made by incising on the bezel or ring body 
the short version of the phrase, which is explainable owing to the small surface 
available for inscription. On the ring at Aquae – Cioroiu Nou the inscription was made 
on the central plate in the form of VTF55, alike that at Resculum and the golden ring at 
Potaissa. Typologically, these ring types may be included among those rings whose 
inscription is made directly on the body, framed, according to the inscription, in class E, 
beside those inscribed VIVA56. One of the rings at Potaissa, together with that at Dierna, 
has the inscription set on the loop. 

According to shape, the rings herein may be classified in three types, mirroring 
overall, a complex functionality. 

Type. 1. Ring with not delimited setting, convex shoulders and marked bezel. It 
corresponds to type IIIe for Gallia57, type III/a for Aquincum58, at Nazire Ergün it 
relates to type 2.859, at Emilie Riha to type 360, and in Bulgaria, to type VII61. This 
variety is spread on the entire European territory of the empire, both in silver and 

47 Benea 1999, p. 65 
48 Bărbulescu 2012, p. 252. 
49 Redžić 2008, p. 159; IDR II, 226. 
50 In this border province, precious metal jewellery remains rather rare by comparison with the 

neighbouring provinces of Pannonia and the two Moesias. 
51 Beside the precious or common metal examples, there are glass or amber rings decorated with the 

phrase (Alexandrescu 2007, p. 244, see footnote 17; Humer, Kremer 2012, p. 325). 
52 Bounegru et al. 2011, p. 72. 
53 A good example is the funerary statue of a women from MNUAI, inv. no. R 296. 
54 Hamat 2016. 
55 Bondoc 2005, p. 10. 
56 Hamat 2016, p. 92. 
57 Guiraud 1989, p. 181. 
58 Facsády 2009, p. 42. 
59 Ergün 1997, p. 724, fig. 3. 
60 Riha 1990, p. 33. 
61 Ruseva-Slokoska 1991, p. 100. 
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bronze, deemed metal copy of rings with convex shoulders and gemstone62. Upon the 
case, the shoulders may be decorated, the inscription may lay either on the bezel or set 
circularly starting from the shoulder continuing with the bezel and the other shoulder63. 
To this type belongs the ring discovered at Aquae – Cioroiu Nou64, worked in silver and 
dated to the 3rd century AD, and also the one from Resculum65. In the general 
chronology of the Roman Empire, the dating of the type comprises the period between 
the end of the 2nd century and the 3rd century AD66, found in finds from the following 
century included67. This type has several sub-types depending on shoulder height and 
setting, the ring in this catalogue having a heightened setting on to which the 
inscriptions were engraved. 

Type. 2. Ring with not delimited setting and round shoulders. It corresponds to 
type II, respectively variations d and g for Gallia68, 1.6 at Nazire Ergün69 and type V for 
Bulgaria70. 

In this type, the ring shoulders are wide and slightly rounded forming the setting, 
while the bezel is less marked71. Two rings discovered at Potaissa72 frame to this type. 
The dating at empire scale is rather broad, the type spanning chronologically over the 1st 
to 4th centuries AD, with most examples dating to the 3rd century AD, its second half 
and less in the 4th century AD73. The piece from Dacia was dated to the 3rd century AD, 
with a close parallel at Liptova74, outside empire borders. 

Type. 3. Simple loop. It corresponds at Nazire Ergün to type 875, in Gallia to 
type VIII, according to the typology drafted by Hélène Guiraud76. In Anamaria 
Facsády’s typology for Aquincum it relates to types IX-X77. Emilie Riha frames it to 
type 2978. In Bulgaria, it was framed to type III79, while Maria Bălăceanu frames it to 
type IX80 and Adriana Isac to type VII81.  

To the type belong the rings discovered at Potaissa82 and Dierna83. The 
description is very simple, it being the so-called simple loop without setting, the 

62 Riha 1990, p. 33. 
63 Hamat 2016, p. 94. 
64 Cat. no. 7. 
65 Cat. no. 1. 
66 Guiraud 1989, p. 185. 
67 Ruseva-Slokoska 1991, p. 76. 
68 Guiraud 1989, p. 181, fig. 11. 
69 Ergün 1997, p. 719. 
70 Ruseva-Slokoska 1991, p. 99. 
71 Hamat 2016, p. 95. 
72 Cat. no. 2-3. 
73 Daňová, Soják 2012, p. 190. 
74 Daňová, Soják 2012, p. 190, fig. 1-2. 
75 Ergün 1997, p. 721, fig. 4. 
76 Guiraud 1989, p. 197. 
77 Facsády, Verebes 2009, fig. 1. 
78 Riha 1990, pl. 14. 
79 Ruseva-Slokoska 1991, p. 99. 
80 Bălăceanu 1999, p. 116. 
81 Isac, Gaiu 2006, p. 419. 
82 Cat. no. 4. 
83 Cat. no. 5. 
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simplest possible shape easy to make. Band width varies, most specimens of the type 
being worked of gold, while late date Roman rings are decorated even in opus 
interrasile. Primary shape, the simple loop is found in both Greek and Etruscan 
traditions, related in most cases to the token of love between the lovers84, or being 
ascribed an apotropaic function in connection with the incantations incised on the ring 
body85. In the Roman world and Dacia, it has two subtypes: the simple loop and the 
multifaceted loop ring, both with several variations. The two examples here frame to the 
second subtype, both dated to the 3rd century AD86. Both subtypes survive until late in 
the Roman world as evidenced by the two golden polyhedral loops discovered at 
Patching-Sussex (Britannia) beside coins from Constans until Libius Severus87. 

Unfortunately, the ring discovered at Sucidava was impossible to frame, as it 
was lost and no photo survived.  

Chronology 
The dating of the rings present in the catalogue attached herein is much 

facilitated by the typological framing based on parallels within the Roman Empire. 
According to Nicolae Vlassa, this phrase emerges only after 250 AD 88, however based 
on ring typologies it may be reduced to even the end of the 2nd century AD. On military 
equipment elements, VTF emerges though sooner, during the second half of the 2nd 
century AD89, therefore this fashion diffuses too from the military to the civilian 
environment, where it was used to decorate various objects, some being jewellery pieces 
worn by both men and women and even children. Rings of the type are in use at least 
until early 4th century AD, compared to the military equipment, where the acclamation 
is found until the 3rd century90. Depending on the presence of such jewellery in hoards 
in association with Christian objects91, but also certain late Roman date Christian 
expressions adjoined, the phrase was connected with the Christian religion. 

Most pieces discussed here may be dated to the 3rd century AD based on find 
contexts. Thus, the ring at Aquae – Cioroiu Nou was dated by the excavators to the 3rd 
century AD92, similarly to the belt appliques93. In addition, the golden ring from 
Potaissa was dated by Nicoale Vlassa and then by Mihai Bărbulescu after 250 AD94. 

84 A series of inscriptions incised on rings discovered in Britannia were related to this ritual. They 
were ascribed to the Christian religion by Ivana Popović, however in truth, some inscriptions may be 
related to the pagan world as well, like for instance parum te amo (Marshall 1911, p. 652; Popović, 
Popović 2002, p. 160). 

85 Popović, Popović 2002, p. 160. 
86 The rings with multifaceted inscribed loop dated to the second half of the 2nd century AD come 

from a child sarcophagus discovered at Durostorm, while in a burial at Viminacium a similar type was 
identified, with the loop inscribed in opus interrasile and dated to the second half of the 4th century AD 
(Popović, Donevski 1999, p. 23, cat. no. 1-2; Popović 2001, p. 254, cat. no. 24). 

87 White et al. 1999, p. 301. 
88 Vlassa 1976, p. 217. 
89 Radman-Livaja 2008, p. 298. 
90 Petculescu 1991, p. 393-394; Redžic 2008, p. 158. 
91 Either the association of the formula on the same jewellery piece with Christian inscriptions like the 

case at Gerulata, or by association of such inscribed jewellery with Christian objects, like the case of 
Juliana bracelet in the hoard at Hoxne (Johns, Bland 1994, p. 173). 

92 Bondoc 2005, p. 10-11. 
93 Petculescu 1995, p. 119, 123. 
94 Vlassa 1976, p. 216; Bărbulescu 1994, p. 176. 
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The rings from Resculum, Dierna and also Potaissa may be dated similarly, between the 
end of the 2nd century AD and the Roman withdrawal from Dacia. 

An exception is the ring discovered in the female burial from Sucidava, which 
seems to have been dated to the 2nd century AD, however, we believe it rather dates to 
the end of this century. 
 

Functionality and owners 
The find context of such jewellery may speak of their functionality and 

particularly provide information on the former owner. In general, these rings were 
discovered either in forts or just nearby them, therefore we believe that the hypothesis 
according to which their owners were both soldiers and individuals connected to the 
soldierly life is plausible. Even little Caeserius might have been son of a soldier. 

Obviously, part of the rings were believed signet rings, Nicolae Vlassa 
theorising that the short version of the phrase is indicative of a signet ring, with letters 
assumed to be the abbreviation of a tria nomina95, theory which today was dismissed 
owing to the numerous jewellery finds displaying the complete formula96. It is true 
though that a name may emerge beside this phrase, hence, we believe that in certain 
cases, these rings might have also been used for sealing. This may be the case of the 
ring of Valerius, whom we believe was one of the fortress inhabitants. Furthermore, it is 
worth mentioning that most signet rings discovered in Dacia are worked of precious 
metals97, signets being rather important to the ancient peoples as when an individual 
died, the seal was either destroyed or on the contrary, inherited98 and therefore, the 
precious material may also be justified in this manner. Ancient sources mention seals 
used by soldiers to resolve various legal or even daily issues99. We may ask ourselves 
whether there was a connection between the golden rings in this catalogue, discovered 
in army related contexts and dated to the 3rd century AD and the fact that once with 
Septimius Severus, soldiers were granted the right to wear golden rings100. 
 

Conclusions 
Beside classical examples of beauty, jewellery in the Roman world was firstly 

indicative of social status and the mark of certain social, economic, professional or 
religious class, which was valid not only for both genders. We believe this is the case 
for most rings present in our catalogue, since most individuals wearing them were both 
soldiers and civilians likely connected with the army. The rings are incised with either 
the short version of the phrase or even the complete formula, some bearing also a male 
name, therefore they might have been used also as signet rings101. Recorded over time 
by part of the Romanian historiography as evidence of Christians present in Dacia prior 
Christianity became officially legal or even as Christian elements present in the Roman 
army, rings of the type may rather speak of the influence that the Roman army had on 

                                                 
95 Vlassa 1976, p. 217. 
96 Hamat 2016, p. 93. 
97 Hamat 2016, p. 91. 
98 Hamat 2016, p. 87. 
99 Bowman, Thomas 2003, nr. 643. 
100 Herodian, III, 8, 4. 
101 Hamat 2016, p. 100-101. 
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the daily life of the province. We believe they are the exponents of a fashion trend102 
originating in the military environment103, as in fact recorded by the finds of rings 
inscribed with the phrase within the rest of the empire. The lack of Christian symbols 
attached to such an inscription, made in fact the more recent historiography cautious as 
regards the idea we are dealing, at least in Dacia’s case, with Christian objects104. It is 
important to mention that as opposed to belt fittings specific to the Danubian limes105, 
jewellery of the type was discovered throughout the Roman Empire, being rather 
specific to a chronological frame rather than a geographical area. 

Fig. 1. VTERE FELIX inscribed rings from Roman Dacia (processed after Google earth) 
(Accessed: 06.12.2017) 

ANNEX 

Catalogue106 

Ring (Pl. I/1); Resculum – Bologa; silver; NM107; NM; silver ring inscribed VT(ere) F(elix); 
second half of the 3rd century; CIL III, 1639, 4; Gudea, Ghiurco 2002, p. 173; lost. 

102 This hypothesis was also argued by Dorel Bondoc when discussing the find at Cioroiu Nou 
(Bondoc 2005, p. 11). 

103 One should also mention that the fashion of assuming this phrase from military equipment pieces 
on jewellery is not singular, see the MNHMONEYE case (Hamat 2014, p. 121-122). 

104 Madgearu 1994, p. 479-502; Zugravu 1997, p. 179; Bondoc 2005, p. 12. 
105 Petculescu 1991, p. 393-394; Redžić 2008, p. 156. 
106 Place of finding, material, sizes, technique, short description, dating, bibliography, place of 

keeping. 
107 Not mentioned by the bibliography. 
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Ring (Pl. I/2); Potaissa – Turda; golden; d. = 1.6 cm, 2g; mould cast, incised; golden ring, bezel 
engraved with inscription VT. F; 3rd century AD108; Vlassa 1976, Gudea, Ghiurco 1988, p. 173; 
MNIT 109, inv. no IV. 5232. 

Ring (Pl. I/4); Potaissa – Turda, baths – found on the bottom of sewerage I; silver; 2.5 × 1.9 cm, 
interior 1.9 × 1.4 cm; mould cast, engraving; silver ring, the oval bezel, delimited by the loop, 
bears engraved the inscription VT(ere) F(elix) VAL(erii); first half of the 3rd century AD – until 
the departure of the Roman legion from Potaissa110; Bărbulescu 2012, p. 249, cat. no. 54, fig. 
133; MIT111, inv. no. 17043. 

Ring (Pl. I/3); Potaissa – Turda, baths – eastern wall of sewerage I; silver; 2 × 1.8 cm, interior 
1.8 × 1.6 cm, loop width 0.5 cm; mould casting, engraving; silver ring, in the form of a 
multifaceted loop. The ring has 12 faces, ten being engraved VETERE FELIX♠♠; 2nd – first half 
of the 3rd century AD – until the departure of the Roman legion from Potaissa112; Bărbulescu 
2012, p. 251, cat. no. 57, fig. 138-140; MIT, inv. no. 16327. 

Ring (Pl. I/5); Dierna – Orşova, child burial; golden; 1.2 × 1.3 cm, 1.43 g; hammering, incising; 
the piece is made of wide golden bar, hammered, the ring being polygonal and decorated with 
an inscription engraved in brief, with one letter on each side VTERE FELIX CAESARI113; 3rd 
century AD; Florescu, Miclea 1979, p. 38, cat. no. 70; Gudea, Ghiurco 2002, p. 173; KHM114, 
inv. no. VII b 60. 

Ring; Sucidava – Celei; bronze; NM; NM, incising; fragmentary bronze ring, surviving only the 
small plate on to which are incised letters VTERE FELIX; 3rd century AD; IDR II, no. 226; 
Gudea, Ghiurco 2002, p. 174, cat. no. 5; lost. 

Ring (Pl. I/6); Cioroiu Nou; silver; L = 2.5 × 2 cm, 5 g; NM; mould cast, incising; 3rd century 
AD; Petculescu et al. 2003, p. 89; Bondoc 2005, p. 10; Petolescu 2005, p. 78, cat. no. 102; 
Bondoc 2007, p. 39; MOC115 15610. 
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Pl. I. 1-6. VTERE FELIX inscribed rings from roman Dacia. 1. Ring found at Resculum – 
Bologa (after Gudea, Ghiurco 2002, pl. XVII); 2. Ring found at Potaissa – Turda (after Vlassa 
1976, fig. 1/1a-1b); 3. Ring found at Potaissa – Turda (after Bărbulescu 2012, p. 249, cat. no. 
54, fig. 133); 4. Ring found at Potaissa – Turda (after Bărbulescu 2012, p. 251, cat. no. 57, 
fig. 140); 5. Ring found at Dierna – Orşova (after Florescu, Miclea 1979, p. 38, cat. no. 70); 
6. Ring found at Aquae – Cioroiu Nou (after Bondoc 2007, p. 39, fig. 22)
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Inele cu inscripŃia VTERE FELIX descoperite în Dacia romană 
Rezumat 

Printre bijuteriile cu inscripŃie descoperite pe teritoriul Daciei Romane se 
numără şi inele decorate cu formula VTERE FELIX (Fig. 1, Pl. I/1-6). Cele mai multe 
dintre ele provin din contexte militare sau legate de armată, din siturile de epocă romană 
de la Resculum – Bologa (1), Potaissa – Turda (3), Aquae – Cioroiu Nou (1), alături de 
care avem şi două piese apărute în contexte funerare, la Sucidava – Corabia (1) şi 
Dierna – Orşova (1). Între cele şapte piese luate în discuŃie, trei sunt lucrate din aur, alte 
trei din argint, iar una din bronz. InscripŃia a fost executată prin incizare pe şaton sau pe 
corpul inelului, alături de formula prescurtată sau chiar întreagă, fiind prezente uneori şi 
nume, în cazul nostru Valerius la Potaissa şi Caeserius la Dierna. Deşi, conform 
bibliografiei mai vechi, inelele din această categorie au fost bănuite a ascunde o afiliere 
mai mult ca sigură la religia creştină, credem că ele pot fi mai degrabă considerate 
exponente ale unei mode care a pornit din mediul militar şi s-a răspândit mai apoi în 
mediul civil, unde, printre altele, a fost folosită şi pentru a decora bijuteriile. Din punct 
de vedere tipologic, inelele pot fi încadrate în trei mari categorii. Tipul 1 este 
reprezentat de inelul cu corpul şi montura un întreg, umerii convecşi şi şaton demarcat, 
tip în care se înscriu artefactele descoperite la Resculum – Bologa şi Aquae – Cioroiu 
Nou. Tipul 2, inelul cu corpul şi montura un întreg şi umeri rotunjiŃi, unde poate fi 
regăsită una dintre piesele descoperite la Potaissa – Turda. Şi tipul 3, inelul verighetă, 
reprezenat prin două descoperiri, de la Potaissa – Turda şi de la Dierna – Orşova. Din 
păcate pentru piesa de la Sucidava, nu s-a mai păstrat o documentaŃie foto, ea fiind 
pierdută azi şi, prin urmare, nu a mai putut fi încadrată. Pe teritoriul Daciei, aceste inele 
încep să apară cu siguranŃă de la finalul secolului al II-lea p.Chr., punctul maxim de 
circulaŃie fiind reprezentat de prima jumătate a secolului al III-lea p.Chr., pe panta 
descendentă a curbei fiind folosite până în secolul al IV-lea p.Chr. Datorită contextului 
de descoperire, probabil că ele au fost folosite de către militari sau de către civili care 
aveau legătură cu armata şi nu excludem posibilitatea ca o parte dintre acestea să fi fost 
folosite ca inele sigilare. 
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