ARHEOLOGIA REPUBLICII MOLDOVA.
RETROSPECTIVA ISTORICA

VALENTIN DERGACEV

Acest volum al revistei "Thraco-Dacica", consacrat in intregime arheologiei preistorice a Republicii Moldova,
este pregitit cu concursul specialistilor Institutului de Arheologie si Istorie Veche al Academiei de Stiinte a
Republicii Moldova i publicat cu infelegerea Institutului Romén de Tracologie.

Republica Moldova este un stat relativ mic, api«irut pe harta politicd a lumii ca urmare a dcstramam URSS.
Capitala republicii este oragul Chigindu. Teritoriul ei ocupa o suprafata totalad de 33,7 mii km? §i coincide, in linii
generale, cu spatiul interfluvial format de cursul mijlociu i inferior al raurilor Prut gi Nistru. La nord, est gi sud
Repubhca Moldova se invecineazi cu Ucraina, iar la vest cu Romania. In plan geografic, ocupa periferia sud-vestici
a campiei Europei de Est, relieful ei fiind, in fond, de cimpie: in sudul republicii predomina gesul de stepj, iar la
nord relieful de cdmpie alterneazi cu platouri acoperite de paduri. Zona de stepi §i silvostepi este delimitatd de
cel mai impundtor (ca dimensiuni) platou - platoul Moldovenesc Central, acoperit in trecut de piduri, avind
indl{imea absoluta de 429 m. Clima e moderat continentald, cu iarna scurtd §i cu putind zapada gi vara lunga, calda.
In trecut, teritoriul {inutului se distingea prin bogdtia si varietatea faunei i florei, principala bogatie fiind diversele
soluri de cernoziom cu o fertilitate ridicata, care s-au constituit in perioada mijlocie §i tirzie a holocenului §i care
ocupi astdzi mai mult de 75% din suprafata tarii.

Conditiile climatice favorabile, bogdyia i diversitatea faunei §i florei au determinat popularea relativ timpurie
si intensd a acestor teritorii. Acest proces se accentueazi indeosebi in neolitic, cand odati cu trecerea la formele
productive ale economiei, teritoriul Republicii Moldova i cele limitrofe se transformd intr-o zond de penetrare §i
interactiune permanenta a comunitatilor de agricultori din spagiul carpato-dundrean §i balcanic, pe de o parte - cu
comunitigile de agricultori §i pastori din Europa centrald, iar pe de alta - cu comunitd(ile de pastori din Europa de
Est. Aceste imprejurari, care reflecta principalele particularititi distinctive ale evolutiei cultural-istorice a {inutului,
au gi determinat bogagia exceptionald a teritoriului in monumente arheologice. Acestea sunt reprezentate de grote,
stajiuni deschise din epoca de piatrd, ageziri ale agricultorilor primitivi §i necropole tumulare ale pastorilor din
eneolitic §i epoca bronzului, ageziri fortificate §i cetagui ale tracilor §i geto-dacilor, tumuli ai scitilor §i sarmatilor,
agezdri §i cetdfui ale populatici vechi romanegti §i ale celei slave din evul mediu timpuriu, ageziri, cimitire, orage
moldovenesti din evul mediu.

INCEPUTUL CERCETARILOR ARHEOLOGICE IN BASARABIA

(SEC. XIX - INCEPUTUL SEC. XX)

Primele marturii despre antichitatile din Moldova (tumuli cimerieni, agezari rurale §i orage, valurile lui Traian
etc.) le intdlnim in operele lui Herodot, in memoriile cilitorilor din evul mediu, cronicile moldovenegti ale lui
Grigore Ureche, Miron Costin, in cunoscuta lucrare a lui Dimitrie Cantemir "Descrierea Moldovei".

Interesul specializat fafa de vestigiile trecutului de pe teritoriul Moldovei a inceput si se manifeste abia de la
mijlocul sec. XIX prin amatorii de antichitii si doar partial prin arheologi profesionisti veniti din Rusia (contele
A. Uvarov, N. Blauberg, D. Samokvasov etc.).

Un rol de mare importanta I-a jucat Muzeul Arheologic din Odesa (intemeiat in 1825) si Societatea de Istone
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§i Antichitdti din Odesa (fondata in 1839), ai ciror colaboratori §i membri au inceput primii sa efectueze investigatii
arheologice in Basarabia (N. Murzakevici, F. Knauar, E.R. Stern §.a.).

in anii '80-’90 ai secolului trecut s-a desfdguratactivitatea unuia dintre primii arheologi basarabeni - Ion Casian
Suruceanu (1851-1897). Fiind amator pasionat §i un bun cunoscitor de istorie veche, 1. Suruceanu, datorit3
propriilor sdpaturi §i diverselor cilatorii de prospectare arheologicd, a reugit s3 adune una dintre cele mai bogate,
pentru acea vreme, colecfii de materiale arheologice §i numismatice. Aceastd valoroasd colecfie a stat la baza
primului muzeu istoric din Chigindu - organizat cu mijloace proprii ale lui I. Suruceanu - Muzeul de Antichitiyi ale
Pontului Scitic.

Pentru cunogtintele §i activitatea sa stiintifica, I. Suruceanu a fost ales membru titular al Societatii de Istorie
§i Antichitati din Odesa, membru de onoare al Academiei de $tiin{e din Romania §i membru al Societatii Imperiale
de Arheologie din Rusia. Din pécate, dupd moartea lui I. Suruceanu colectia §i biblioteca sa §tiintifici au fost
dispersate la diverse institutii §i in colectii particulare, iar Muzeul de Antichit3{i ale Pontului Scitic a fost inchis.

Dintre arheologii amatori autohtoni e necesar sd-i mengiondm pe sotii I. Ia. §i L. P. Stempkovski, din Tiraspol,
care cdtiva ani (din 1884 pand in 1902) au ficut sdpdturi pe malul sting al Nistrului, cercetind peste 400 de tumuli
cu numeroase morminte din diverse perioade istorice. Dar, degi ei au incercat s3 publice materialele privind
sdpaturile efectuate, rezultatele lor au rimas mult timp necunoscute specialigtilor .

in anul 1884 in Chigin3u a fost creatd Comisia Guberniala Stiinifici de Arhivistici din Basarabia, devenita
ulterior (1904) - Societatea Basarabeand istorico-arheologica bisericeasca §i Societatea Basarabeani a Naturalistilor
si a Amatorilor de Stiinge Naturale. Cu toate cd posibilitdgile lor erau limitate de anumi{i factori, §i comisia i
societdtile create au jucat un rol considerabil in depistarea, inregistrarea gi popularizarea monumentelor istorice
din {inut. Aceste societd{i organizau "cildtorii arheologice®, au infiinjat muzee §i biblioteci gtiinfifice, au publicat
lucrdri gtiin{ifice. Procesul activ de cercetare a monumentelor arheologice, care s-a profilat la inceputul secolului
in Basarabia, a fost intrerupt de primul rizboi mondial.

ARHEOLOGIA DIN ANII ’20-°30 AT SEC. XX

Situagia nu s-a imbunatagit substantial nici in perioada dintre cele doua rizboaie mondiale, cand Basarabia s-a
reunit cu Romania. In aceastd perioada gi-a intensificat activitatea :Societatea basarabeand istorico-arheologica
bisericeasca", care igi edita lucrarile cu regularitate, dar mai pugin in domeniul arheologiei. N-a desfagurat o activitate
insemnatd nici "Muzeul national de Istorie a Naturii" din Chigindu, ciruia ii lipseau specialigtii arheologi.

Cercetdrile arheologice au fost efectuate de catre arheologi amatori (C. Ambrogevici, T. Porucik, C. Dimitriu,
T, Vascautanu), care i§i publicau notele gtiingifice in "Arhivele Basarabiei”, editate la Chigindu gi, mai rar, in revistele
de la Iasi.

Una dintre figurile cele mai proeminente ale arheologiei dintre Prutgi Nistru este cea a lui Nicolae M. Morogan
(1890-1944). Facandu-gi studiile la Paris, acest erudit e primul dintre arheologii care au cercetat monumentele
preistorice din zona Prutului. N. Morogan a descoperit §i pus in circulagie §tiin{ifici diverse §i bogate materiale
arheologice din diferite epoci. Numeroase sunt lucririle sale stiintifice, printre care §i o monografie despre
paleoliticul din zona Prutului. Fiind editate in revistele din Basarabia §i din Roménia, precum i in unele reviste de
peste hotare, aceste Jucrari s-au bucurat de o inaltd apreciere in cercurile de specialitate din Europa.

fn anul 1940. N. Morogan a fost numit in funcia de director at Muzeului Nagional de Istorie a Naturii din
Chiginau. Au aparut perspective reale de a transforma acest muzeu intr-un centru de cercetare §tiingifici in domeniul
arheologiei §i istoriei vechi a tinutului. Razboiul §i moartea subitd a lui N. Morogan s-au opus acestei perspective.

La sfargitul rizboiului starea stiintei arheologice din Basarabia, incorporati in U.R.S.S,, era deplorabila.
Lipseau atét centrele stiin{ifice, cat gi cadrele de profesionigti.

DEZVOLTAREA ARHEOLOGIEI iN REPUBLICA MOLDOVA
IN ANII *40-60
Schimbdri pozitive in gtiin{a arheologicd moldoveneascd de dupd rdzboi au devenit posibile i prin sprijinul
acordat de Institutul de Arheologie al Academiei de Stiinfe a U.R.S.S., de sectia din Leningrad a acestuia §i de
Institutul de Arheologie al Academiei de Stiinte a Ucrainei.
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Cercetarea arheologica a fost marcata si de prezenta unor savanti remarcabili ca: P. P. Efimenko, T. S. Passek,
P. I. Boriskovski, A. P. Cernis, G. B. Feodorov, A. 1. Meliukova §i algii. Din 1947, sub conducerea lui T. S. Passek,
gi-a inceput lucrdrile expeditia organizata de Institutul de Istorie a Culturii Materiale al Academiei de $tiinte a
U.R.S.S.,care avea drept scop cercetarea monumentelor preistorice. In acelagi an, de la Institutul de Arheologie al
Academiei de Stiinte a R.S.S. Ucrainene a fost invitat in Moldova arheologul G. D. Smirnov, care a initiat sapaturi
sistematice in oragul medieval moldovenesc Orheiul Vechi. Din 1950, expedifia arheologicd Pruto-Nistreana,
condusd de citre G. B. Feodorov s-a ocupat de studierea monumentelor din evul mediu. Fiecare din aceste expeditii,
in afard de realizarea cercetarilor de teren de amploare, pregitea §i cadre gtiin{ifice autohtone.

Ca urmare a acestor actiuni, in Moldova s-au descoperit sute de monumente arheologice din diferite epoci,
multe cercetate sistematic prin sdpaturi.

Totodaté s-au creat conditii favorabile pentru formarea unui "Sector de Arheologie” (1961) pe 1dngé Institutul
de Istorie al Academiei de Stiinte a R.S.S.M. In acest sector, in frunte cu G. D. Smirnov, alaturi de E.A. Rikman,
transferat din Moscova, au inceput sd activeze mai mul{i cercetatori tineri moldoveni: P. P. Barnea, G. F.
Cebotarenco, N. A. Chetraru, I. Gh. Hancu, V. I. Marchevici, L. L. Polevoi, I. A. Rafalovici. Cu toate ci mai
continuau investigatiile de teren efectuate de catre specialigtii de la institutiile centrale §i din alte republici, "Sectorul
de arheologie” s-a transformat intr-o institugie de baza, care realiza coordonarea lucrarilor §i cercetarea gtiingifica
ir domeniul arheologiei gi istoriei vechi pe teritoriul republicii.

Investigatiile intreprinse in comun de catre P. 1. Boriskovski, A. P. Cernig, G. P. Sergheev, N. A. Chetraru pe
viile Prutului, Nistrului gi ale Rautului au avut in vedere numeroase monumente paleolitice §i mezolitice, dintre
care le mengiondm pe cele din grotele de la Ofatinti, Duruitoarea Veche, Brinzeni, stafiunile de la Ciutulesti,
Rascov-VII, Otaci-I §i Il etc. S-a constatat cd teritoriul Moldovei a fost locuit in acheulean §i musterian, iar mai apoi
ir. paleoliticul tarziu i pe parcursul mezoliticului.

Concomitent, prin cercetdrile efectuate de citre T. S. Passek, E. K. Cernis, V. I. Marchevici s-au evidentiat §i
studiat culturile neolitice: Bugo-Nistreand, cunoscuta printr-un gir de statiuni de 1angi Soroca; cea a ceramicii
liniare, reprezentatd prin agezirile de 1anga satul Gura Camencii, raionul Floregti, de 1anga Rusegtii Noi, raionul
Izloveni etc. Aceste culturi reflectd diverse etape de pitrundere §i de dezvoltare, in {inutul nostru, a formelor de
economie productivd, adica inceputul cultivarii cerealelor si cregterii animalelor.

Rodnice s-au dovedit a fi rezultatele cercetdrii culturilor eneolitice. Datoritd activitagii T. S. Passek, S. N.
Bibikov, V. 1. Marchevici, T. G. Movsa, E. K. Cernig au fost descoperite gi studiate zeci de monumente ale culturii
Gucuteni-Tripolie, iar in sudul Moldovei monumentele culturii Gumelnita (grupul Bolgrad). Au devenit renumite
descoperirile de la Ofatinti, Floregti, Holercani, Jora, Solonceni, Varvareuca-VIII, Vulcinegti §i altele. Analiza
cemplexd a materialelor ob{inute a permis specialitilor sd realizeze o caracterizare amanuntitid a culturilor
agro-pastorale din mileniile IV-IIli.e.n.; si interpreteze problemele genezei §i cronologia lor; relatiile acestora atat
c1 comunitafile inrudite din zona Balcano-Dunireani gi Transilvania, cit §i cu triburile de pastori timpurii din
stzpele de la nordul Mirii Negre.

Mai modeste, au fost in aceasta perioada, cercetarile privitoare la epoca bronzului din Moldova. Prin eforturile
depuse de 1. G. Oboldueva, A. 1. Meliukova, N. A. Chetraru, G. F. Cebotarenco s-au reinceput sdpaturile tumulilor
de la Gradigte, Tudora, Olanesti g.a. Au fost descoperite §i cercetate primele monumente ale culturii ceramicii cu
biie in relief de tip Calfa. In genere, ins3, monumentele din perioada timpurie $i mijlocie a bronzului au fost putin
cercetate. In schimb, cu rezultate imbucuritoare s-a soldat investigarea complexelor din perioada tirzie a bronzului.
Sipaturile arheologice efectuate de A. I. Meliukova, M. A. Romanovskaia §i G. I. Smirnova in agezirile de la
Ghindegti, Rogieticii Vechi §i Badragii Vechi au permis depistarea §i caracterizarea culturii Noua, raspandita in
zena de silvostepa a Moldovei dintre Nistru gi Carpati §i, partial, a culturii Sabatinovka, tipicd pentru raioanele
sudice, de stepi, ale Moldovei §i din zona de nord-vest a Mirii Negre.

O importan(a deosebitd pentru elucidarea problemelor legate de etapele ini{iale de formare a comunitagii
emo-culturale vechi romanesti §i, in special, a civilizagiei Statului Moldovenesc, a avut-o cercetarea monumentelor
cire apartin culturii tracilor vechi, a geto-dacilor gi a comunitdtilor din primele secole ale erei noastre. Investigatiile
d¢ teren, incepute de citre G. D. Smirnov i continuate de A. I. Meliukova, au demonstrat faptul ¢ majoritatea
nonumentelor din epoca timpurie a fierului reprezintd diverse variante locale §i cronologice ale comunitdtii
eno-culturale tracice. Au fost evidentiate §i descrise grupurile culturale de tip Chigindu, Saharna-Solonceni i
Soldinesti.
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Anumite succese au fost obginute in cercetarea monumentelor din epoca antici, realizati de citre G. D.
Smirnov, M. A. Romanovskaia, G. B. Feodorov. Rezultatele dobandite au permis, pe de o parte, identificarea culturii
geto-dacilor, iar pe de alta, definirea grupului cultural de tip Poienegti-Lucagevka, care a suscitat mai tirziu multe
controverse §i discutii gtiintifice.

O deosebitd atentie a fost acordata cercetdrii culturilor din epocile romana. slava §i feudald. Investigatiile
arheologice ale unei serii de monumente din aceasti perioad3 (Budegti, Bil{ata, Rudi §.a.), intreprinse de citre G.
B. Feodorov, E. A. Rikman si alti specialisti, au confirmat mirturiile autorilor latini despre popularea Moldovei de
catre dacii liberi gi despre penetratia intensd in mediul acestora a triburilor sarmatice de stepa. A fost, de asemenea,
atestatd influenta culturii romane tardive asupra populatiei autohtone §i nivelul avansat de dezvoltare a agezéirilor
agro-pastorale, reprezentate de purtatorii culturii Cerneahov (sec. III-1V e.n.).

n anii '50-°60, au fost cercetate monumentele din evul mediu timpuriu. G. B. Feodorov §i 1. A. Rafalovici au
descoperit §i investigat un gir de ageziri cu perioade de locuire diferite, care se incadreaza cronologic in sec. VI-IX.
In nordul Moldovei, au fost studiate ageziri, necropole gi, mai ales, cetdjuile Echimauti §i Alcedar ce au apartinut
triburilor slave ale tivertilor din sec. X-XIL in centrul i sudul Moldovei, cercetitorii I. Gh. Hancu §i G. F.
Cebotarenco au descoperit §i cercetat monumentele aga-numitei culturi balcano-dunirene din care fac parte
agezarile §i necropolele Lucagevka, Petruha, Hansca, cetatea Calfa de 1angd Tighina gi altele. Problemele referitoare
la apartenenja etnica gi culturala a acestor monumente au suscitat chiar de la inceput controverse care continua gi
astazi.

Rezultate considerabile au fost obginute in cercetarea monumentelor arheologice din evul mediu tarziu.
Arheologii G. D. Smirnov §i L. L. Polevoi au investigat agezirile din perinada dominatiei Hoardei de Aur: oragele
tatiregti de 1anga satele Trebujeni (Orheiul Vechi) si Costegti, agezirile rurale Lozova-I, Branegti-1I, X etc.

Importanta a fost descoperirea si studierea de catre P. P. Birnea a agezérilor rurale moldovenesti din sec.
XIV-XVII de la Malaiesti, Stdncauti, Poiana.

Lucrari de amploare a efectuat G. D. Smirnov in oragul medieval Orheiul Vechi, unde au fost depistate
numeroase locuinge §i constructii auxiliare, diverse obiecte care reflectd modul de via{a al unei populatii urbane
periferice din Statul Moldovenesc medieval, ilustrand megtegugurile, cultura i relatiile comerciale.

Investigatiile arheologice, efectuate in Moldova in primele decenii de dupi razboi, au ficut posibila editarea,
in prima jumitate a anilor 70, a "Hartii arheologice a R.S.S. Moldovenegti”, care a apdrut in opt editii de sine
statatoare, ce conjineau informatii despre cca. 4000 de monumente arheologice.

Pe baza materialelor obtinute au fost redactate numeroase articole, culegeri stiingifice $i monografii, publicate
la edituri unionale $i republicane. Ele au servit §i la pregitirea capitolelor despre istoria comunei primitive §i a
epocii medievale (prima edifie 1951; a doua 1965), a Istoriei R.S.S. Moldovenegti.

ARHEOLOGIA MOLDOVENEASCA IN ANII *70-°80

1n anii *70-'80, tinara stiin{a arheologici din Republica Moldova a obginut noi succese. Aceasta este perioada
de consolidare definitiva a colectivului de arheologi si de completare a lui cu cadre locale. Relatiile tradijionale de
colaborare cu cercetatorii de la institutiile din Kiev, Leningrad, Moscova §.a. au continuat. Acum, ins3, ajutorul
acestora dobandegte un caracter consultativ, manifestindu-se in primul rind, in pregitirea noii generatii de
arheologi.

N. A. Chetrary, I. A. Borziac, N. K. Anisiutkin, G. V. Grigorieva au intreprins s3paturi in sta{iunile paleolitice
de la Costegti, Hordinegti-1 gi II, Trinca-L1II etc. Analiza materialelor mai vechi in corelare cu cele noi au completat
esential cunoagterea paleoliticului timpuriu, mediu §i tardiv, coborandu-se data de inceput la peste 500 mii.

V. 1. Marchevici, V. A. Dergaciev, O. V. Larina au ob{inut succese considerabile in studierea culturilor neolitice
Bugo-Nistreana gi a ceramicii liniare. Au fost descoperite §i cercetate primele ageziri ale culturii Crig, necunoscute
anterior in Moldova,

Pentru eneolitic s-au realizat sdpaturi in agezarile culturii Gumelnifa (Lopdtica, Taraclia); tripoliene timpurii
(Alexandrovca, Cogernita, Isacovo), mijlocii (Cuconegtii Vechi, Virvareuca, Putinegti), tarzii (Branzeni-Tiganca,
Cubani, Costegti-IV, Gordinegti); ca §i in necropole tumulare si plane (Ofatingi, Dancu-I, I, Danceni). Rezultatele
descoperirilor se gisesc in publicatii §i lucrari de sintezi ale arheologilor V. 1. Marchevici, V. A. Dargaciev, V. L.
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Sorokin, I. V. Manzura g.a, Cercetarile efectuate au imbogagit mult cunostintele despre culturile celor mai vechi
agricultori, lamurindu-se unele probleme legate de tipologia, periodizarea §i geneza diverselor grupuri de monu-
mente; corelarea culturilor autohtone cu cele ale comunitigilor agrare din zonele carpato-danubiene, Europei
Centrale gi, mai ales, cu a crescatorilor de animale din Europa de Est,

Rezultate considerabile s-au obtinut, in aceasta perioada §i in studierea culturilor din epoca bronzului, lucrari
de amploare salvind complexe tumulare din zonele §antierelor de constructii. La realizarea lor i-au dat concursul
aproape toti colaboratorii institutului.

Imensul material arheologic acumulat a permis sistematizarea gi prezentarea detaliatd a particularititilor
culturilor de stepa de pe teritoriul Moldovei §i din regiunile limitrofe, ca §i ale culturilor mormintelor cu ocru i
inmormantirilor in catacombe sau ale culturii ceramicii cu briie in relief. Ele sunt de gisit in lucriri analitice
semnatede V. A. Dergacev, E. V. larovoi, E. N. Sava §i L. V. Manzura. in nordul republicii a fost descoperita cultura
Edinet, legatd de regiunea muntilor Carpafi. S-au continuat s3paturile arheologice in cadrul monumentelor din
epoca tirzie a bronzului, in agezirile culturilor Comarovo (Coteala-1,II), Noua i Sabatinovka (Costesti, Trinca,
Tomai, Petrugeni, Mereni). Au fost descoperite un §ir de tezaure de bronz, inclusiv cele de 1a Lozova, Varvareuca,
Dancu etc. O buna parte din acestea au devenit cunoscute datorita publicatiilor lui V. A. Dergacev, O. G. Levitki,
E. N. Sava §i cercetdtorului de la Universitatea de Stat din Chigindu, V. I. Cavruc.

Tn anii *70-'80 s-au investigat gi monumentele din perioada de tranzitie de la epoca bronzului la epoca fierului.
V. L. Lipugneanu, V. A. Dergaceyv, iar mai tarziu - O. G. Levitki, M. T. Caguba, S. M. Agulnicov, au studiat agezirile
grupului cultural Corlateni-Chigindu (Costegti, Trinca etc.), ale grupului cultural Saharna-Solonceni (Mateuti,
Alcedar-III) si necropola culturii Belozerka de la Cazaclia.

La cercetarea monumentelor culturii getice a contribuit docentul Universitdtii de Stat din Chiginau, I. T.
Niculitd care a efectuat investiga(ii in cetdtuile §i necropolele de la Hansca §i Butuceni. Au fost cercetati, de
asemanea, mul{i tumuli scitici, mai ales in partea stinga a Nistrului gi in sudul Republicii.

Rezultate au dat §i cercetdrile asupra monumentelor din epoca romand tarzie, fiind depistate numeroase
necropole. In prima jumatate a anilor 70, A. Romanovskaia a facut sipaturi in cetdguia dacica de la Rudi, jar I. A.
Rafalovici, V. I. Grosu, T. A. §cerbanovka, G. 1. Posticii, A. S. Levinschi au continuat cercetdrile asupra culturii
Sintana de Mureg-Cerneahov din sec. III-IV e.n. (Dinceni, Braviceni, Etulia, Bursuceni, Mereni).

O importan{a deosebitd in elucidarea problemelor simbiozei romano-slave au avut-o investigarea monumen-
telor arheologice din evul mediu timpuriu. Prezinti interes in acest sens cercetdrile efectuate de I. Gh. Hancu, L A
Rafalovici, G. F. Cebotarenco, G. I. Postic3, N. P. Telnov, I. P. Tentiucin agezirile Hansca, Trebujeni-Scoc, Petruha,
Rudi-V, Etulia, Molegti, Durlesti etc. Cu toate controversele existente in atribuirea lor etnicd, materialele date la
iveali constituie repere de bazi in solutionarea problemelor privind legiturile dintre populafia romana §i cea slava
din arealul carpato-danubiano-nistrean in perioada medievala timpurie.

Totin aceastd perioada s-au efectuat cercetdri stiintifice in oragul medieval Orheiul Vechide citre P. P. Barnea.
Dupi o anumitd intrerupere, au fost reluate, de citre A. P. Gorodenco, investigatiile arheologice in agezirile rurale
moldovenesti din evul mediu timpuriu de la Mildiesti §i Stinciui. O atengie deosebiti s-a acordat problemelor de
numismatici, in special de catre cercetdtorul A. A. Nudelman.

Cercetdrile arheologice din anii *70-’80, destul de numeroase §i diverse, sunt bine cunoscute de citre specialigti
datorita aparitiei unor serii de culegeri de articole gi a unui gir de publicatii monografice colective §i individuale: V.
L. Marchevici (in domeniul neoliticului §i eneoliticului), V. A. Dergacev (in problemele eneoliticului §i epocii
bronzului), A. I. Meliukova §i V. L. Lipugneanu (culturile tracice timpurii), E. A. Rikman §i V. 1. Grosu (epoca
romana tarzie), I. A. Rafalovici (cultura slava), I. G. Hancu (probemele arheologiei medievale), P. P. Barnea (in
domeniul culturii rurale §i urbane moldovenegti din evul mediu tarziu).

Pe baza materialelor adunate, au fost redactate primul volum din Istoria R.S.S. Moldovenegti, publicat in 1987,
si volumul Istoria Moldovei din cele mai vechi timpuri pana in epoca modernd, recent aparut (1992).

Acumularea masivd de izvoare arheologice, realizatd pe parcursul anilor *70-’80, largirea §i diferentierea
problematicii de cercetare gtiintifica, necesitatea de a se intreprinde sdpaturi de salvare in zonele gantierelor de
constructie, au impus un gir de masuri de reorganizare care s-au rasfrint asupra structurii institutiilor gtiintifice de
profil. Sectorul de arheologie, creat in cadrul Institutului de Istorie, a fost inclus, la inceputul anului 1978, in
componenta Sectiei de Etnografie §i Studiul Artelor a Academiei de $tiinte a Republicii Moldova, devenind mai
tarziu Sectie de Arheologie. In acelagi an, pe langa Sectia de Arheologie s-a format Sectia culturii populare cu
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Muzeul de Arheologie §i Etnografie, iar in 1979 Sectia de salvare a monumentelor din zonele gantierelor de
constructie.

Toate aceste masuri de reorganizare au fost sus{inute de o activitate intensa in vederea pregdtirii tinerilor
specialigti. Noua generatie de cercetdtori a preluat in mare masura traditiile constituite in arheologia moldoveneasci
din perioada postbelicad. Mai mult, datoritd specializirii efectuate in institutiile gtiin{ifice centrale, in primul rand,
in cadrul Sectiei din Leningrad a Institutului de Arheologie a Academiei de Stiinge a U.R.S.S. (stagii, studii la
aspiranturi), specialigtii tineri au luat contact cu procedee §i metode avansate de analiza gi interpretare arheologica.

Procesul de democratizare a vietii sociale din U.R.S.S. §i proclamarea suveranititii Republicii Moldova au
permis, pentru prima datd, sd vorbim in mod deschis despre neajunsurile existente in planificarea i realizirile
cercetdrilor stiinfifice in domeniul arheologiei i istoriei vechi a {inutului dintre Prut §i Nistru. A fost, pe drept,
criticatd monopolizarea, practicatd in trecut, a conceptiei dezvoltérii etno-culturale si istorice a comunitagilor vechi
§i medievale; reflectarea unilaterald a proceselor istorice, de reguld numai prin prisma factorului slav; ignorarea
cercetirilor in domeniul problematicii tracice, daco-romane si vechi romanegti. Toate acestea au influengat vadit
studierea obiectivi a istoriei antice §i medievale a {inutului §i s-au rasfrant negativ asupra scrierii istoriei romanilor
in Moldova. Circumstantele date au impus reorganizarea esentiala a subdiviziunillor Sectiei Stiin{elor Umanistice
si crearea in cadrul Academiei de §$tiinte a Republicii Moldova, a Institutului de Arheologie si Istorie Veche.

Astdzi, institutul este principala institu{ie gtiingifica, care organizeaza §i efectueaza investigatii in domeniul
arheologiei i istoriei vechi a Republicii Moldova §i a teritoriilor invecinate carpato-danubiene §i nistrene, din cele
mai vechi timpuri pand in evul mediu tarziu.

Institutul are doua sectii stiin{ifice §i doua stiintifico-auxiliare, ce reunesc aproape 30 de colaboratori gtiingifici
calificati, intre ei 13 doctori in istorie, 2 din ei avind titlu de doctor habilitat in istorie.

Activitatea cercetatorilor institutului este orientata spre depistarea §i studierea monumentelor arheologice,
cercetarea §i elucidarea aspectelor de bazi ale dezvoltdrii cultural-istorice a tuturor comunititilor preistorice gi
medievale care au locuit cindva pe teritoriul Moldovei in interinfluen{a lor complexa de veacuri, atit cu comunitdile
Europei de Sud-Est si Centrale, cit gi cu cele ale Europei de Est. Ca probleme stiin{ifice prioritare mentionam:
istoria §i cultura comunitigilor tracice, geneza §i evolujia comunitigilor etno-culturale romane §i, partial,
problemele culturii moldovenegti medievale.

Pe langa Institutul de Arheologie §i Istorie Veche func{ioneazi Muzeul de Arheologie, in care se pastreazi
aproximativ 90% din totalul colectiilor arheologice din republicd, se inregistreazi izvoarele §i materialele de arhiva.
Prin intermediul expozitiei permanente §i a celor temporare, organizate in afara institutului, Muzeul propaga activ
cunogstingele arheologice §i istorice atat in cercul oamenilor de stiin{d, cit gi in randul populatiei §i vizitatorilor
republicii.

Pe baza subdiviziunilor sale §i prin aspirantura Academiei de $tiinge, institutul infiptuiegte specializarea i
pregatirea cadrelor in domeniul arheologiei, istoriei vechi §i muzeisticii.

O activitate de bazi a institutului este cea editoriald. Se publicdi monografii dedicate unor situri arheologice,
studii abordénd categorii de materiale, harii §i repertorii ale izvoarelor §i monumentelor arheologice, broguri de
popularizare a gtiintei, albume. In viitorul apropiat va apare Anuarul institutului, in care vor fi publicate articole
in limba romani i in limbi striine.

Institutul dezvoltd §i este cointeresat in largirea colaborarii §tiingifice cu toate institutiile similare de peste
hotare.

Adresa noastra:

Institutul de Arheologie §i Istorie Veche,
str. 31 August, nr. 82, 277012 Chiginiu, R. Moldova, Tel. (3732) 23.74.69, Fax: (3732) 23.74.69

THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF THE REPUBLIC OF MOLDAVIA.
A RETROSPECTIVE VIEW

The present volume of "Thraco-Dacica" is totally devoted to the prehistoric archaeology of the Republic of
Moldavia. It is compiled by the specialists from the Institute of Archaeology and Ancient History, belonging to the
Academy of Sciences of the Republic of Moldavia, and published by the kidness of the Romanian Institute of
Thracology.
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Moldavia is a comparatively small state, which has unevenly been formed, due to the desintegration of the
ex-USSR. The capital of Moldavia is the city of Kishinev (Chigindu). The total area of the republic covers 33.7
thousand square kilometers. Its territory roughly corresponds to the Lower and Middle Prut-Dniestr interfluve. In
the north, east and south, Moldavia borders on the Ukraine, in the west - on Romania.

From the geographical point of view, Moldavia occupies the south-western extremity of the East-European
plain, which fact predetermined the general flat character of its relief. In the south it displays steppe slightly sloping
lowlands, in the north somewhat more clearly outlined forest-steppe highlands. The forest-steppe zone and the
steppe one are separated from each other by the most extensive Central Moldavian Highland, which in the past was
covered by woods, its absolute maximum altitude reaching 429 meters above the sea level.

The climate of Moldavia is moderately continental and it is characterized by a short mild winter, with a small
amount of snow and a lengthy hot summer. In the past, this land was notable for its abundant and various flora and
fauna. The main richness of this region is represented by its diverse highly fertile black earths, which were formed
during the middle and late Holocene and which cover more than 75% from the whole areal of the country.

The favourable natural conditions, the abundant and various fauna and flora predetermined the fairly early
and intensive habitation of this land throughout the whole course of its history. But this process was especially
intensive beginning with the Neolithic epoch, when, together with the transition to the productive forms of economy
the territory of Moldavia and the closely neighbouring regions were turned into a distinctive zone of continous
penetration and interaction between the agricultural Carpatho-Danubian and Balkan communities on the one hand
and the agricultural-stock-breeding Central European (mainly East-European) populations on the other hand. This
situation, which reflects the main distinctive features of the cultural and historical development inherent in our
land, conditioned the remarkable richness of the Moldavian land in ancient archaeological sites. To these belong
caves, rock shelters and open-air habitations of the Stone Age people; ancient agricultural settlements and tumular
necropoles of stock-breeding tribes of the Neo-Eneolithic and the Bronze Age; fortified settlements and ancient
citadels of the Thracians and Geto-Dacians, of the Scythian and Sarmatian nomads; settlements and fortresses
belonging to the autochtonous and Slavic populations of the Early Middle Ages; settlements, cemeteries and
Moldavian towns belonging to the Middle Ages.

EARLY ARCHAEOLOGICAL STUDIES
IN BESSARABIA (19TH-EARLY 20TH CENTURIES)

The first certified information regarding the antiquities in Moldavia (Cimmerian tumuli, rural settlements and
towns, the Trajan walls etc.), we find in the work of Herodotus, in the memories of the travellers in Middle Ages,
in the Moldavian chronicles of Grigore Ureche, Miron Costin as well as in the well-known paper of Dimitrie
Centemir, "Descriptio Moldaviae”.

During the mid-19th century appeared some professional interest in Moldavia’s vestiges of the past. Never-
theless, in the absence of any cultural and scientific centres of considerable importance in Bessarabia of that period,
the study of the archaeological monuments was conducted primarily by local antiquity amateurs and partly by
professionals coming from Russia (Count A. Uvarov, N. Blauberg, D. Samokvasov and others).

A considerable role was played by the Odessa Archaeological Museum (founded in 1825) and the Society of
Hstory and Antiquities in Odessa (founded in 1839), whose members and staff were the first to conduct archaeologi-
cal reserch in Bessarabia (N. Muzakevich, F. . Knauer, E. R. Shtern and others).

The 1880-90s witnessed the activity of lon Casian Suruceanu (1851-1897) - one of the first Bessarabian
archaeologists. Being a passionate amateur, well acquainted with ancient history, I. C. Suruceanu gathered, due to
his own excavations and various expeditions of archaeological prospections, the richest collection of archaeological
and numismatic materials at that time. This valuable collection was at the basis of the first historical museum in
Kshinev - founded by 1. Suruceanu on his own - "The Antiquities Museum of the Scythian Pont".

For his knowledge and scientifical career, I, Suruceanu was elected full member of the Society of History and
Auatiquities in Odessa, honorary member of the Academy of Science in Romania and member of the Imperial Society
of Archaeology in Russia.

Among local amateur archaeologists, the married couple 1. Ya. Stempkovskaja and L. P. Stempkovskij from
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Tiraspol are worth mentioning. In the period of 1884-1902, they conducted excavations on the left bank of the
Dniester, which revealed over 400 tumuli, with numerous burials, belonging to different cultures. Unfortunately,
despite all their attempts at publishing reports of the expeditions, the specialists remained unaware of their
achievements for a long time.

In 1884, the Scientific Commission for Archives was founded in Kishinev, later on, in 1904, being transformed
into the Bessarabian Church Society of History and Archaeology and the Bessarabian Society of the Naturalists and
Amateurs of Natural Sciences. In spite of their limited potential, both the Commission and then the Societies, played
a notable role in revealing the monuments, in their registration and popularization. Those societies organized
"archaeological journeys", founded museums and scientifical libraries, published scientifical works.

Unfortunately, the studies of the Bessarabian archaeological monuments, rather active in the early times, were
interrupted by World War .

THE STATE OF THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL STUDIES
IN THE 1920-30S

The circumstances did not change for the better in the inter-war period, when Bessarabia was re-united with
Romania. The Bessarabian Church Society Of History and Archaeology was rather active, regularly publishing its
papers, rather few in the archaeological field. Even the National Museum of Natural History in Kishinev did not
have a notable activity, because of the missing specialized archaeologists.

Throughout that period, the archaeological research was conducted by amateurs (Gh. Ambrozevici, T. Porucic,
C. Dimitriu, T. Vascduteanu and others) who published their reports in "The Bessarabian Archives” ("Arhivele
Basarabiei"), printed in Kishinev, and sometimes in research journals edited in Jagi.

One of the most outstanding figures of the Moldavian archaeology in that period was Nicolae N. Morogan
(1890-1944). Educated in Paris, being a scholar of great erudition, he was indeed the first professional archaeologist
to study the prehistoric monuments of the Prut region. Also, N. N. Morogan actively collected and systematized on
a professional level, vast archaeological materials, concerning different epochs. His scientific papers are numerous,
the first monograph on the Paleolithic in the Prut region being written by him. His works, published in the local
journals, as well as in Romanian and foreign ones brought N. N. Morosan a considerable renown among European
specialists.

P In 1940, N. N. Morogan was appointed Director of the National Museum of Natural History in Kishinev. This
fact opened up new perspectives of turning the latter into a research centre for the archaeology and ancient history
of the land. However, these prospects were not realized, due to World War I and, later, to N. N. Moroganu’s Death.

Thus, by the end of the war, the state of the archaeological science in Bessarabia, by then incorporated into
the USSR, was lamentable. Virtually, the whole of its territory remained unexplored. Research centres, even the
least qualified specialists were missing.

THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE MOLDAVIAN ARCHAEOLOGICAL
SCIENCE IN THE 1940-60S

The Moldavian archaeology began taking shape owing to the help provided by the Institute of Archaeology of
the USSR Academy of Sciences and its Leningrad Branch, as well as the Institute of Archaeology of the Ukrainian
Academy of Sciences.

Such well-known scholars as P. P. Efimenko, T. S. Passek, P. 1. Boriskovski, A- P. Chernysh, G. B. Fjodorov,
A. 1. Meljukova and many others stood at the origin of the Moldavian archaeology.

In 1947, the Tripolye expedition of the Institute of Material Culture History of the USSR Academy of Sciences,
and the Ukrainian Academy of Sciences, headed by T. S. Passek, started their work on the territory of Moldavia. In
the same year, the archaeologist G. D. Smirnov, from the Institute of Archaeology, of the Ukrainian Academy of
Sciences, was invited to begin systematic excavations at the site of the mediaeval Moldavian town of Orheiul Vechi
(Old Orhei). In 1950, the Prut Dniester expedition headed by G. B. Fjodorov began studying the monuments of the
Middle Ages. Each expedition carried out largescale field studies and also served for training local research
personnel.

Owing to these projects, there were discovered hundreds of archaeological monuments, concerning different
epochs in Moldavia and many of them were submitted to methodical excavations.
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On the other hand, as a result of intensive work in training young local specialists, in 1961 it became possible
to form a specialized Archaeology Section at the Institute of History of the newly-founded MSSR Academy of
Sciences. Along with G. D. Smirnov as a leader and E. A. Rikman (transfered from Moscow). a number of young
aspiring scholars came to work there; P. P. Byrnia, N. A. Ketraru, V. . Markievich, L. L. Polevoi, I. A. Rafalovich,
L. G. Khynku, G. F. Chebotarenko. As the field investigations went on, performed by specialists from the central
institutions as well as from other republics, "the archaeological section" was transformed in a basic institution, that
had as main purpose the co-ordination of work and scientifical research in the archaeological and ancient history
fields, on the republic’s territory.

The long-term expeditions, made in common by P. 1. Boriskovskij, A. P. Chernykh, G. P. Sergeev and N. A.
Chetraru in the valleys of the Prut, Dniester and Raut rivers allowed the discovery of numerous, nowadays widely
known, monuments of the Paleolithic and the Mezolithic. These are the caves in Ofatin{i, Duruitoarea Veche,
Branzeni, the settlements of Ciutulegti, Ragcov VIII, Otaci I and II etc. According to these studies, the territory of
Moldavia was inhabited since the Acheulean and Mousterian epochs, the Upper Paleolithic and the Mesolithic. At
the same time, T. S. Passek, Ye. K. Chernykh and V. I. Marchevici singled out and studied the most ancient Neolithic
cultures wich were represented in Moldavia: the Bug-Dniester culture from a group of settlements situated along
the Dniester near Soroca, the Linear Pottery culture from settlements near the village of Gura Camencii, the Floregti
county, near Rusestii Noi, the Jaloveni county. These cultures reflect different stages in the emergence and the
development of a farming economy, that is, the transition to agriculture and stock-breeding.

The studies of the Eneolithic cultures were the most effective. Owing to the efforts of T. S. Passek, S. N. Bibikov,
V. 1. Marchevici, T. G. Movsha and Ye. K. Chernysh, there were discovered and studied a great number of
Cucuteni-Tripolye culture monuments, as well as those of the Gumelnita culture (the Bolgrad group) in the southern
part of Moldavia. The sites near Ofatinti, Floregti, Holercani, Jora, Solonceni, Varvireuca VIII and Vulcinegti are
now widely known. A thorough analysis of the materials obtained made it possible to the specialists to characterize
in detail the agricultural and stock-breeding cultures of the period 4,000-3,000 B.C,, and provided a preliminary
attribution of their origin, chronology and extend of interrelations with both kindred communities in Transylvania
and the Balcanic Danubian region and the early stock-breeding tribes inhabiting the steppes northward of the
Black Sea.

The Bronze Age studies in that period were somewhat less productive in Moldavia. By the efforts of I. G.
Oboldueva, A. 1. Meliukova, N. A. Chetraru, G. F. Cebotarenko, re-started the excavations of the tumuli near the
villages of Gradigte, Tudora, Oldnesti. There were discovered and studied the first monuments of the
Mnogovalikovaia culture of the Calfa type. As a matter of fact, the monuments belonging to the Early and Middle
Bronze Age were less studied. Some good results were provided by the investigations of the complexes from the
Late Bronze Age. The first studies, carried out by A. I. Meljukova, M. A. Romanovskaja and G. I. Smirnova at the
sites of the Ghindegti, Rogsieticii Vechi and Badragii Vechi settlements were instrumental in the singling out and
characterizing the Noua culture, prevailent in the forest-steppe region of Moldavia, from the Dniester up to the
Carpathians and to some extent the Sabatinovka culture, typical the southern Moldavian steppes and the north-west
Pontic region.

The research regarding the monuments that belong to the Thracian culture, to the Geto-Dacians and to the
communities in the first centuries of our era, are of great importance for clearing up the problems concerning the
early stages of development for the old ethnic-cultural Romanian communities and especially for the civilisation in
the Moldavian state.

Field studies started by G. D. Smirnov and continued by A. I. Meljukova served to conclude that the Early Iron
Age monuments represented local and chronological varieties of the Thracian ethnic-cultural community. In the
course of the research, there were singled out and described the Kishinev, Saharna-Solonceni and $oldanegti cultural
groups.

Certain achievements were attained in the studies of the antique monuments, due to the efforts of G. D.
Smirnov, G. B. Fjodorov and M. A. Romanovskaja. On the one hand, the Geto-Dacian culture was identified and
on the other hand, the cultural group of Poienegti-Lucagovca type was singled out. Afterward its interpretation
became a subject of scholarly debates.

The cultures of the Roman, Slavic and feudal period were given considerable attention. Archaeological studies
of a number of monuments of the period (Budegti, Biltata, Rudi etc.) carried out by G. B. Fjodorov, E. A. Rikman
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and other specialists confirmed the evidence of the Roman authors concerning the inhabiting of Moldavia by the
free Dacians and the massive penetration into their lands of the steppic Sarmatian tribes. The influence of the Late
Roman culture upon the local population was ascertained, as well as considerable progress achieved by those
engaged in agriculture and stock-breeding, whose settlements represent the source of the Chernyakhov culture
monuments (the 3rd-4th centuries A.D.).

In the 1950-60s the Early Middle Ages Monuments were intensively studied. G. B. Fjodorov and I. A.
Rafalovich devoted their attention to the 6th-Sth centuries A. D. settlements. In the northern part of the republic,
excavations were conducted at the sites of the former settlements, cemeteries and especially fortresses of Echimauti
and Alcedar, inhabited by the Tivertsy Slavic tribes in the 10th-11th centuries. At the same time, in the central and
southern parts of Moldavia, I. G. Hancu and G. F. Cebotarenko unearhed and studied the monuments of the
so-called Balkan-Danubian culture. They are represented by settlements and cemeteries near the villages of
Lucasovca, Petruha and Hansca, the site of the Calfa fortress near Tighina and others. Their cultural and ethnic
interpretation became the subject of a keen scholarly debate, still in progress at present.

The monuments of the Late Middle Ages were studied with considerable success.

G. D. Smirnov and L. L. Polevoi conducted research on the settlements belonging to the Golden Horde areas
in the 13th-14th centuries. These are represented by the Tartarian towns near the villages of Trebujeni (Orheiul
Vechi) and Costegti; the rural settlements at Lozova I, Branegti II, X etc.

Moldavian rural settiements at Méldegti, Poiana, Stanciugi and others, belonging to the 14th-17th centuries,
discovered and studied by P. P. Barnea, were of considerable scientific importance. Large-scale research were carried
out by G.D. Smirnov at the site of the mediaeval town of Orheiul Vechi, where numerous dwellings were found, as
well as auxiliary constructions. There were accumulated rich collections, that illustrate everyday life, handicrafts,
culture and trade relations, characteristics of a peripheral urban settlement within the borders of the mediaeval
Moldavian state.

Archaeological studies carried out in Moldavia in the first postwar decades are well-known. They made possible
the "Archacological map of the Moldavian SSR" series (early 1970s), comprising 8 separate issues, that contain data
on approximately four thousand archaeological monuments.

Research’s results are reflected in numerous articles, a number of scientifical articles collections and in
monographs, published by republican and All-Union publishing houses. We should underline the fact that on the
basis of this research work, Moldavian archaeologists were able to contribute to corresponding sections for the first
(1951) and second (1965) editions of the History of the Moildavian SSR.

THE MOLDAVIAN ARCHAEOLOGY IN THE 1970-80S

In the "970-'80s, the young archaeological science in the Republic of Moldavia achieved new results. This is a
period of definitive strenghtening for the archaeological staff as well as of its supplement with local personnel. The
traditional co-operation relations with the researchers in the institutes of Kiev, Leningrad, Moscow and others, were
maintained. Still their help gains an advising character, mainly consisting in the training of the new generation of
archaeologists.

The efforts of N. A. Chetraru, I. A. Borziac, N. K. Anisiutkin and G. V. Grivorieva, were fructified in the
discovery of the Paleolithic sites at Costegti, Gordinesti I-1I, Trinca I-II etc. The analysis of the previous and new
data makes it possible to considerably extend our knowledge of the Early, Middle and Late Paleolithic on the
territory of Moldavia. On the basis of more specific and precise informations, specialists lowered its beginning date
at more than 500 thousand years ago.

Owing to the efforts of V. I. Marchevici, V. A. Dergacev and O. V. Larina considerable progress was achieved
in the studies of the Neolithic; the Bug-Dniester and Linear Pottery cultures. The first Crig culture settlements,
previously unknown in Moldavia, were unearthed and studied, as well as the Eneolithic monuments. Excavations
were undertaken at the sites of the settlements belonging to the Gumelni{a culture - the Bolgrad group (Lopitica,
Taraclia) - the results begin published in a monograph by V. S. Biele{chi; then, at the settlements of the Early
(Alexandrovca, Cogernita, Isacovo), Middle (Cuconestii Vechi, Varvireuca, Putinegti) and Late Tripolye culture
(Branzeni-Tiganca, Cubani, Costegti IV, Gordinegti), as well as in the plain and tumular cemeteries (Ofatinti, Dancu
I-1I, Danceni). These materials were published in journals and synthesis works by V. I. Marchevici, V. A. Dergacev,
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V. Ja. Sorokin, I. V. Manzura and other authors. Owing to the latest studies, our view over the ancient agricultural
cultures in all their development stages, became wider and more detailed. The problem of the typology, the
periodization and the genetic interpretation with regard to the different kinds of monument groups were elaborated
or defined more precisely, as well as the contacts of the local cultures with the agricultural communities in the
Carpathian-Danubian region, in the Central Europe and especially, with the stock-breeder cultures in Eastern
Europe.

The period was also exceptionally fruitful as regards the studies of the Bronze Age cultures. To some extend
this was due to a large-scale activity, aimed at saving burial tumular complexes in building sites and efectively
conducted by the whole staff.

The very largest collected archaeological material made it possible to classify and characterize in detail the
steppe-area cultures’peculiarities observed on the territory of Moldavia and the adjacent Carpathian-Dniester lands,
as well as those belonging to the Yamnaya, Catacombs and Mnogovalikovaja cultures. They were analysed in the
works of V. A. Dergacev, Ye. V. Jarovoi, E. N, Sava and 1. V. Manzura. Besides, the Edineg culture has been
discovered in the northern part of Moldavia and it relates to complexes known in the Carpathian basin. Excavations
in Bronze Age sites were also in progress, revealing the settlements belonging to the Komarovo culture (Coteala
I-II) and those of the Noua and Sabatinovka cultures (Costesti, Trinca, Tomai, Petrugeni, Mereni). At the same
time, were found some hoards of bronze objects (Lozova, Mandregti, Virvireuca, Dancu) etc. These findings are
well known to the scholars, thanks to reports and analytical works by V. A. Dergacev, O. G. Levitki, E. N. Sava and
V. L. Cavruc, our colleague from the state University of Moldavia.

Monuments belonging to the transition period from the Late Bronze Age to the Early Iron Age were also
successfully studied in 1970-1980s. V. I. Lapugneanu and V. A. Dergacev, and after wards O. G. Levitki, M. T.
Kashuba and S. M. Agulnigov, conducted research over the settlements of the Corldgeni-Kishinev cultural group
(Costesti, Trinca etc. ), the Beloziorka culture cemeteries (Cazaclia) and those of the Saharna-Solonceni cultural
group (Mateuti, Alcedar III). I. T. Niculitd, our colleague from the State University of Moldavia, took an active part
in the studies of the Getic culture monuments. He conducted excavation of ancient fortresses and cemeteries near
Hansca and Butuceni. Simultaneously, were studied a number of Scythian tumuli, especially on the left bank of the
Dniester and in the southern parts of the republic.

The monuments belonging to the Late Roman period were analyzed with a certain degree of success, being
identified numerous cemeteries. In the early 1970s, M. A. Romanovskaja conducted excavations at the site of
the ancient Dacian fortress at Rudi and 1. A. Rafalovich, V. I. Grossu. T. A. Shcherbakova, G. 1. Posticd and
A. N. Levinschi procedeed with excavations at the sites of the monuments belonging to the Santana de
Mureg-Chernjakov culture, dated back in the 3rd-4th centuries A.D. (Dinceni, Braviceni, Etulia, Bursuceni,
Mereni).The archaeological monuments of the Early Middle Ages are of primary importance for the study of
the Romanian-Slavic symbiosis. These are the monuments of the Slavic and Balcanic-Danubian culture from
the 6th-12th centuries. We should mention the long-term excavations by I. G. Hancu, N. P. Telnov, G. F.
Cebotarenko, G. I. Postici and 1. S. Tentiuc, that revealed the sites of numerous settlements, such as Hansca,
Trebujeni, Scos, Rudi V, Etulia, Molesti, Durlegti etc. Dispute all existing controverses that regard their
ethnical assignment, the discovered materials are considered to be basic markers in settling the dispute
concerning the relations between the Romanian and Slavic populations in the Carpathian-Danubian-Dniester
an areal during the Early Middle Ages.

At the same time, P. P. Barnea studied the mediaeval town of Orheiul Vechi. After a certain recess, A. N.
Gorodenko resumed his work at the research regarding the rural Moldavian settlements of Mildiegti and Stanciuti,
dated back in the Early Middle Ages. Considerable attention was paid at that time to the antique and mediaeval
numismatics, and these problems were reflected in the works of A. A. Nudelman.

Numerous and diverse archaeological studies since 1970-80s are widely known to the specialists, due to a series
of published articles collections, as well as to a number of individual and collective monographs: V. I. Marchevici
on the Neolithic and Eneolithic, V. A. Dergacev on the Eneolithic and the Bronze Age, A. 1. Meljukova (Institute
of Archaeology, USSR Academy of Sciences) and V. A. Lipugneanu on Early Thracian cultures, E.A. Rikman and
V.I. Grossu on the Late Roman period cultures, I. A. Rafalovich on Slavic cultures, I. G. Hincu on mediaeval
archaeology, P. P. Barnea on rural and urban Early Moldavian cultures since the Late Middle Ages, were higly
appreciated.
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Such factors as the intensive accumulation of archaeological sources in the period of the 1970-80s, large-scale
and differentiated research problems, together with the necessity of conducting urgent archaeological studies in the
areas of building sites, were reflected in the imperative need for some structural re-organization: the Archaeology
Section formerly created in the Institute of History was included in 1978 in the Department of Ethnography and
Study of Art of the MSSR Academy of Sciences, that later achieved the status of Archaeology Department. In 1978,
besides the Archaeology Section, the Popular Culture Department and the Museum of Archaeology and Ethno-
graphy were created and in 1979 - the Department for Monument’s Preservation in the area of building sites.

All these measures were taken simultaneously with an extensive training of young specialists. To a considerable
extend the young generation of researchers undertook the tradition prevailing in the Moldavian archaeology, set
up in the post-war period. Moreover, they were given access to modern analytical and interpretative methods and
were trained in the methodological evaluation of the archaeological evidences, thanks to intensive specialization
courses (undergraduate and post-graduate studies) taken at research centres, mainly at the Institute of Archaeology,
USSR Academy of Sciences (the Leningrad Branch).

In the meantime, the process of public life democratization in the USSR and the sovereignity proclamation
by the Republic of Moldavia allowed for the first time to speak openly about the considerable drawbacks in the
planning and the achievements in the field of archaeology and ancient history of the republic. The monopolization
of the concept of ethnic-cultural and historical development of the old mediaeval societies, as well as the biased
interpretation of the historical processes by means of emphasizing the "eastern factors” and ignoring the studies of
the Thracian, Dacian-Roman and old Romanian ethnic-cultural communities - all these past practices were subject
to well-deserved criticism. Directly or indirectly, the latter practices adversely affected the tackling of a number of
-ancient history matters and primarily those of history of the Moldavian people.

Under these circumstances, it was considered necessary to carry out a profound re-organization of the institutes
included in the Section of Humanities of the Academy and to create a separate Institute of Archaeology and Ancient
History of the Academy of Sciences of Moldavia.

The Institute of Archaeology and Ancient History was founded in 1991, being a representative research
institution, that organizes and conducts investigations in the archaeology and ancient history of Moldavia and the
adjacent Carpathian-Danubian and Dniester regions, from ancient times to the Late Middle Ages.

The institute comprises two research and two auxiliary departments, with a staff exceeding 30 qualified
scientific researchers, including 13 doctors in sciences.

The activity of the Institute aims at finding and studying archaeological sites, as well as tackling the principal
aspects of cultural and historical development of all the prehistoric and mediaeval communities that formerly
inhabited the territory of Moldavia in their century-old interactions with those from south-eastern, central and
eastern Europe. The newly created Institute will assign the study of the history and culture of the Thracian
communities, the genesis and development of the ethnic-cultural Romanian communities and partly, the problems
regarding the mediaeval Moldavian culture.

The Institute has its own Archaeological Museum, storing about 90 percent of all archaeological collections
in Moldavia and funding sources and archives. By both a permanent and some temporary itinerant exhibitions, the
Museum actively spreads archaeological and historical knowledge in the scientifical circles, as well as amongst the
population and the visitors of the Republic.

On the basis of its own divisions and by the post-graduate course of the Academy of Sciences, the Institute
provides necessary training and specialization for its research personnel in the fields of archaeology, ancient history
and museum science.

The Institute is carrying on an extensive publishing activity. It issues monographs regarding archaeological
sites, studies over materials of different kinds, maps and repertories with reference to the historical sources and
archaeological monuments, broshures for science popularization, albums. In the near future the Institute”Yearbook,
will be published with articles in Romanian and foreign languages.

The Institute develops and it is interested in widening the scientifical co-operation with all similar institutions
from abroad.

Our adress:

The Institute of Archaeology and Ancient History

31 August Street 82, 277012 Kishinev (Chigindu), Moldavia, tel. (3732) 23.74.69, fax. (3732) 23.74.69
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