Balta Sarata cultural group ceramics.
Ceramic artifacts decoration and shapes typology

Saratd Tle pottery discovered in the Balta Sarata
cultural growp settlements play an essential part in
comparison wvith the metal and bone artifacts. The
necessary clronological framings, which led to the
identificatior of this cultural group were based. upon
ceramics. Thus, it is a certain fact that “...some features
of the prevbus cultures, i. c. Baden, Cotofem, and
especially Vitina were kept”' by the Balta cultural
group ceramcs,

The Balt Sdratd pottery detaches itself from the
common horzon that includes the incised pattern made
with a littl broom (“Besenstrich”) and stamped,
texture-like >atterns, having a parallel development
with the othr Bronze Age cultures in the area’. The
common decirative techniques led to similar petterns or
even identica ones (e.g. “wolf teeth”, hatched triangles,
stamped cirles surrounded by stamped points or
smaller circls). Similar vessel shapes and the past they
were made d are also known within the areas of the
neighbouring and partly contemporaneous cultures
“Mures, Otonani, Wietenberg, Vatina, Girla Mare and
Verbicioara, but on the whole they do differ from
these™.

BALA SARATA CULTURAL GROUP
CELAMICS DECORATION (PL. I)

1. Inciseadecorations (scratches)*

a) Pattms made with a little broom
(“Besenstricl”), whlch appear in a wide, Early Bronze
Age cultural horizon’. Globular pots of sack and jar
type, decorzed this way, were found at Valea
Timigului, Vsag and Silagiu. This pattern, besides its
aesthetic fuction, has also a heat-maintaining
function®,

b) X-likc (I) or cross-like incisions, succesive
stitches forrmg a channel (“Stichkanaltechnik’) (III)
and hooked-coss-like (swastica) incisions (IV). These
patterns apper on the bottom of the tureens and drshes
found at Bah Sirata’, Valea Timigului®, Iaz’, Sacu '°
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Ictar-Budinti“, Var'?, Susani'’, Jabar'*, and are specific
for the 1" and 2" phases of the Balta Sirati cultural
group but also for the neighbouring cultures (i.e.
Wietenberg, Otomani and Vatina).

c) Incisions organized in garland, arcade and zigzag
patterns pots, dishes and tureens decorated in this wa ay
were found at Valea Timisului'®, Balta Sarata'®, laz'’,
Var'®, Ciuta", Sacu®® and Romanestr . The patterns are
specific fot the 1*-3™ phases of the Balta Sirati cultural
group.

d) Fine incisions (scratches) often appear on pots,
dishes and tureens, more frequently in the earlier
phases.

e) Wide, vertical incisions with rounded ends. The
pattern is charactenstlc of mlddle and late phases, belng
recorded at Var?, Piltinig?’, Sacu?®, Romane tl
Susani?, Valea Trmrsulurz'l Balta Sirata?®, laz?.
appears on pots and cups and suggests the later
grooves.

f) Incisions made with a  hairbrush
(“Kammstrichverzierung”). The pattern appears
frequently in the earher phases on pots It is recorded at
Valea Timigului®, Iaz®' Vlsag, Silagiu®.

g) Hatchings (mcrsrons in a net-like pattern). This
pattern is specific for the early and middle phases, as a
Vatina culture feature (i.e. an import). It appears on
vessels found in the settlements from Valea Timisului®,
Iaz*, Buchin®, Sacu®.

2. Starmped decorations

a) Texture-like decorations (“Textilmuster™). This
pattern is recorded at Tészeg, in the Early Bronze Age,
being characteristic of the ending period of the Na
culture and of the beginning of the Hatvan culture It
appears in the settlements of Valea Timisului®, Iaz”.

b) Succesive stitches forming a channel.
(“Stichkanaltechnik™). The pattern is also recorde on
the Balta Saratd cultural group ceramics, but not inlaid
with a white substance, as m the Wietenberg and
Monteoru (phase Ic;4) cultures®. Vessels decorated in

* This paper is aart of a chapter from the doctoral thesis Balta Siraté cultural group in the context of Bronze Age in Banat.

THRACO-DACIA, tomut XVI, or. 1-2, 1995, Bucuregti, p. 81-86
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this way were found at Valea Timisului*', Iaz*, Balta
Sarata*’, Ciuta*, Ictar-Budinti®’.

c) Stamped circles surrounded by stamped points or
smaller circles. This patten is recorded in the
neighbouring Vatina and Wietenberg cultures, 2°¢ and
3™ phases*. It appears in the Balta Sirati cultural
group middle and late phases at Valea Timisului*’,
Balta Sarati*, Iaz*’, Var, Ciuta®, Jabar?, Buchin®,
Sacu®, Susani®, Rom?mesti“.

d) “Wolf teeth”. This pattern is also recorded on the
Wietenberg culture (2°¢ and 3™ phases) ceramics®’. It
appears in the Balta Saratd cultural group settlements
from Valea Timisului®®, laz*, Balta Sarat3*’, Sacu®'.

€) “Cord” decoration. The pattern is recorded in the
early (“pre”) phase, in the settlement from Silagiu® and
has analogies in the Schneckenberg B culture.

3. Decoration in relief. The notched (IIIb) and
alveolate (IIIc) belts generally appear on the common
pottery (pots, tureens, dishes). The conical prominences
and the knobs (IIIa) appear in the middle phase and are
placed on cups, bowls, jugs and carinated vessels. In the
late phase, these prominences resemble those from the
Early Iron Age (Hasllstatt) (e.g. Susani® and
Roménesti®, pointing downward or upward, surrounded
by grooves.

4. Perforations appear both in colanders SValea
Timisului“, Sacu®, Ciuta®’, Silagiu“, Var® and
hemispherical lids (Iaz’®) or flat lids (Sacu’). Such
perforations also appear in a jug from Romanesti”,
piercing the conical prominences on the middle part of
the body.

THE TYPOLOGY OF THE BALTA SARATA
CULTURAL GROUP VESSEL SHAPES AND
CERAMIC ARTIFACTS (Pl II)

1. Pots

a) Globular pots with short neck and straight rim.
On the lower part of the body and occasionally on the
whole body there are “Besenstrich”-like or bark-like
(rough and deep scratches) decorations. This type of
vessel is recorded in the ear% phase, at Valea
Timigului”, laz™, Visag”, Silagiu™.

b) Pots of sack type. The presence of this ceramic
category is recorded in all the Balta Siratd cultural
group settlements. They are sometimes decorated with
notched and alveolate belts (occasionally even on the
rim), with pattems made with a little broom and conical
or flat handles. Such vessels were found at Valea

Timigului”’, Iaz"™, Balta Sarati”, Sacu®®, Ciuta®',Var®,
Rominesti®, Visag®,

c) Pots of jar type. These pots are decorated with
notched and alveolate belts and are frequently found in
the seftlements of this cultural group: Valea
Timisului”, Iaz®, Balta Sirata®’, Silagiu™, Sacu®,
Var®, Roménesti®'.

d) Pots with two handles under the rim. Such vessels
were found at Valea Timisuluim, laz”, Visagg‘, Balta
Saratd’’, Roménesti’®. A variant or this type is the pot
with four handles under the rim and a line of stamped
little circles, like the one found at Valea Timisului®’.

All these type of pots belong to the common and
semi-fine pottery.

2. Carinated vessels

a) Carinated vessels with bulging body and outward
rim, with two handles on the middle part of the body or
no handles. Decorated under the nm with horizontal or
arcade-like incisions and stamped circles under the rim
and on the middle part of the body. Such vessels were
found at Valea Timisului’®, Sacu®®, Var'®.

b) Carinated vessels with shaped body and outward,
trumpet-like rim, downward conical prominences,
horizontal, oblique and garland-like decorations,
suggesting Early Hallstatt ums. Such vessels were
found at Romanesti'°'.

3. Cups

a) Cups in form of a truncated cone, with wide,
over-raised handle, found at Iaz'® Balta Sarata'®,
Sacu'®,

b) Cups with bulging body and two over-raised
handles, decorated with widide incisions with rounded
ends or fine, oblique and horizontal incisions. Such
cups were found at Valea Timisului'®®, Balta Sarata'®,
Sacu'?’,

c) Cups with bulging body and one over-raised
handle, decorated with fine, vertical or oblique
incisions on the middle part of the body. They were
found at Valea Timisului'®, Iaz'®, Balta Sarata'’,
Sacu'"!, Ictar-Budinti” .

4. Jugs

a) Jugs with a strong shaped body and two over-
raised handles, decorated with fine grooves above the
prominence and with vertical round ended incisions on
the middle Igxart of the body. Such jugs were found at
Roménesti'”, Susani'',

b) Jugs with bulging body and one wide, over-raised
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handle, having fine incisions on the middle part of the
body. They were found at Iaz''® and Romanesti' ',

5. Bows

Ceramic \essels of this type were found in most of
the Balta Saatd cultural group settlements. Some of
them are decrrated with fine oblique incisions on the
middle par. «f the body. Bowls were found at Valea
Timigului'”, Iaz''®, Balta Sirati'', Ictar-Budini'?,
Var'?!, Sacu'?, Roménegti'?’.

6. Tureen:

a) Tureen: with shaped body and rounded nm. Some
of them hawt ring shaped bottom or an over-raised
handle. This ype is decorated with oblique or vertical

incisions. Sich tureens were found at Sacu'?

Romﬁnest"j, susani'2é,

b) Tureen: with lobed rim, little handles and conical
prominences on the body, decorated with vertical,
oblique or acade-like incisions. they were found at
Valea Timiului'’’, Balta Sirata'?®, Susani'?’,
Roménesti'®.

c) Tureen with bulging body and ourward rim,
decorated unler the rim with vertical, oblique or
arcade-like ncisions, like those from Valea

Timigului'®, Jalta Sarati'*?, Sacu'*, Romanegti'*.

7. Dishes

a) Dishes with rounded nm and prominent upper
part of the bdy. Decorated with arcade-like incisions
under the rin, vertical and oblique incisions and
succesive stitaes on the middle part of the body. Such
dishes were fund at Valea Timisului'*’, laz"°, Balta
Saratd'’,  1bar'”®,  Sacu'®, Vvar'®, Ciuta',
Romanegti'*.

b) Disheswith lobed rim, decorated with arcade-
like, vertical c oblique incisions and succesive stitches,
found at Vata Timisului'*’, Iaz'¥, Balta Sarata'®’,
Susani'*, Sac'*’.

c) Dishes with perforated handles and conical
prominences 'n the middle part of the body, with
arcade-like, olique or vertical incisions and stamped
points. Such ishes were found at Valea Timigului'®,
Iaz'*’, Balta Sraté‘”, Sacu'f'l’ Ciuta!®,

d) A dish 1 form of a wruncated form and four little
feet on the boom was found at Iaz'>,

Some of thse types of tureens and dishes have ring
shaped botton and are decorated with X-like or cross-
like incisions)r succesive stitches forming a channel
(“Stichkanaltchnik™).

8. Anthropomorphic statuettes'”*

These are decorated on both sides with stamped
little circles (8a) or with three stamped circles (8b), like
those from Sacu. Fragments of anthropomorphic
statuettes, decorated with incisions and stamped little
circles (8c), with cylindrical lower part, decorated with
incisions and stamped circles on both sides (8d) were
found at Ciuta. It might seem surprising, but analogies,
both in form and decoration, are to be found within the
areas of Otomani (Fiizesabony) and Verbicioara
cultures'sS. At Valea Timisului, in Dwelling 1 (2*¢
level), two fragments of anthropomorphic statuettes
were found: one of Girla Mare type and one similar to

those from Sacu and Ciuta'*S.

9. Lids

a) A hemispherical lid with vertical perforated
border was found at Iaz. The type is known within the
area of Vatina culture'?’.

b) A flat lid with notched edge, flat handle and six
perforations was found at Sacu'*®,

10. Perforated vessels (Colanders)

a) Colanders with slightly outward, rounded rim,
like those from Valea timisului'®, Iaz'®®, Sacu'®',
Ciuta'?, Silagiu'®,

b) A colander with bulging body, rounded rim and a
spout was found at Var. The type is also known in the

transition period to the Bronze Age'*.

11. Little clay discs from the spindles.

A few were found at Valea Timisului'®®, Balta

Sarata'e®.

12. Chariot little wheels

We can not specify wheter they come from cult
chariots or wheter they were used for games.

a) With a straight profile, like that from Valea
Timigului'®’.

b) With a “hub”, like that from Sacu'®.

13. Clay pyramid, used as a support near the hearth
(“Feuerpyramide”).

A fragment was found at Var'’.

14. Arrow polisher (“Pteilglitter”)."

One sample was found at Sacu'”’.
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The evolution of the Balta Sératd cultural group
ceramics in this zone'” points to a process of
regionalization (individualization) and then of
sedimentation, with the contribution (influence) of the
neighbouring cultures. This contribution consists in
early Verbicioara (phase I) features (at Visag), Vatina
decoration elements (at Sacu and Valea Timisului) and
types of ceramic vessels. To the same effect, must be
mentioned the Vatina settlements from Ciuta - “Cornu
Dealului”, Caransebes - Balta Sdratd and Jupa -
Deal'’?, which ceased their existence in the Br B,
phase. This fact points to the conclusion that, between
the “pre” phase and the 1*' phase of the Balta Sirati
culutral group, the bearers of the Vatina culture and
those of the Balta Siratd cultural group coexisted.
Future archaeological researches will make things clear.
Besides these two cultures, the connections with the
Girla Mare culture have to be mentioned (the statuette
fragment from Valea Timigului) and also the striking
analogies of the anthropomorphic statuettes from sacu
and Ciuta with those belonging to Otomani culture. The
connections between Wietenberg culture and Balta
Sérata cultural group have been emphasized by
I. Andritoiu'™ and they were of long standing.
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