
Balta Sărată cultural group ceramics. 
"' 

Ceramic artifacts decoration and shapes typology 

Sărată Tle pottery discovered in the Balta Sărată 
cultural grOlp settlements play an essential part in 
comparison Nith the metal and bone artifacts. The 
iiccessary clronological framings, which led to the 
identificatior of this cultural group were based- upon 
ceramics. Tius, it is a certain fact that ".„some features 
of the prevous cultures, i.e. Baden, Coţofeni, and 
especially V1tina were kept"1 by the Balta cultural 
group cerami!s. 

The Balti Sărată pottery detaches itself from the 
common horzon that includes the incised pattem made 
with a littlc broom ("Besenstrich'') and stamped, 
texture-like >attems, having a parallel develo�ent 
with the oth1r Bronze Age cultures in the area . The 
conunon dec1rative techniques led to similar petterns or 
even identica ones (e.g. "wolf teeth", hatched triangles, 
stamped cir1les surrounded by stamped points or 
smaller circ!�). Similar vessel shapes and the past they 
were made cf are also known within the areas of the 
neighbourin� and partly contemporaneous cultures 
"Mureş, Otonani, Wietenberg, Vatina, Gîrla Mare and 
Verbicioara, but on the whole they do differ from 
these"3• 

BAL1A SĂRATĂ CULTURAL GROUP 
CRAMICS DECORATION (PL. I) 

1. Incisealccorations ( scmtchcs) 4 
a) Pattms roade with a little broom 

("Besenstrici'), which appee.r in a wide, Early Bronze 
Age cultural horizons. Globular pots of sack and jar 
type, decon:ed this way, were found at Valea 
Timişului, Vc;ag and Silagiu. This pattem, besides its 
aesthetic fuction, has also a heat-maintaining 
function6• 

b) X-lik< (I) or cross-like mc1s1ons, succesive 
stitches fonmg a channel ("Stichlcanaltechnik") (III) 
and hooked-ross-like (swastica) incisions (IV). These 
patterns appcr on the bottom of the tureens and dishes 
found at Bah Sărată7, Valea Timişului8, Iaz9, Sacu 10, 
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Ictar-Budinţi1 1, Var12, Susani13, Jabăr14, and are specific 
for the l 11 and 2nd phases of the Balta Sărată cultural 
group but also for the neighbouring cultures (i.e. 
Wietenberg, Otomani and Vatina). 

c) Incisions organized in garland, arcade and zigz.ag 
patterns pots, dishes and tureens decorated in this war were found at Valea Timişului1s ,  Balta Sărată16, Iaz1 , 
Var18, Ciuta19, Sacu20 and Româneşti21 • The pattems are 
specific fot the l '1-3rd phases of the Balta Sărată cultural 
group. 

d) Fine incisions (scratches) often appear on pots, 
dishes and tureens, more frequently in the earlier 
phases. 

e) Wide, vertical incisions with rounded ends. The 
pattem is characteristic of middle and late phases, beinf recorded at Var22, Păltiniş23, Sacu24, Române1ti2 • 

Susani26, Valea Timişului27, Balta Sărată28, Iar . lt 
appears on pots and cups and suggests the later 
grooves. 

f) Incisions made with a hairbrush 
("Kammstrichverzierung"). The pattem appears 
frequently in the earlier phases on pots. It is recorded at 
Valea Timişului3°, Iaz3 1,  Visag, Silagiu32• 

g) Hatchings (incisions in a net-like pattem). This 
pattem is specific for the early and middle phases, as a 
Vatina culture feature (i.e. an import). It appears on 
vessels found in the settlements from Valea Timişului33, 
Iaz34, Buchin35, Sacu36• 

2. StJm:Jpcd dccorations 

a) Texture-like decorations ("Textilmuster"). This 
pattem is recorded at T6szeg, in the Early Bronze Age, 
being characteristic of the ending period of the Nagr,ev 
culture and of the beginning of the Hatvan culture 7• lt 
appears in the settlements of Valea Timişului38, Iaz39• 

b) Succesive stitches forming a channel. 
("Stichkanaltechnik''). The pattem is also recorde on 
the Balta Sărată cultural group ceramics, but not inlaid 
with a white substance, as in the Wietenberg and 
Monteoru (phase Ic3_.) cultures40• Vessels decorated in 

• This papcr ia a art of a cbapter from tbe doctoral tbesis Balta Sărată cultural group în tbe context of Bronze Age in Banat. 
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this wal were found at Valea Timişului41 ,  Iaz42, Balta 
Sărată4 , Ciuta44, Ictar-Budinţi45• 

c) Stamped circles surrounded by stamped points or 
smaller circles. This pattem is recorded in the 
neighbourin� Vatina and Wietenberg cultures, 2°d and 
3n1 phases4 • It appears in the Balta Sărată cultural 
group middle and late J'hases at Valea Timişului47, 
Balta Sărată48, laz49, Var50, Ciuta5 1 ,  Jabăr52, Buchin53, 
Sacu54, Susani55, Româneşti56• 

d) "Wolf teeth". This pattem is also recorded on the 
Wietenberg culture (2"d and 3n1 phases) ceramics57• It 
appears in the Balta Sărată cultural groug settlements 
from Valea Timişului58, Iar9, Balta Sărată 0, Sacu61 •  

e) "Cord" decoration. The pattem i s  recorded in the 
early ("pre") phase, in the settlement from Silagiu62 and 
has analogies in the Sclmeckenberg B culture. 

J. Decora/ion in relief. The notched (Illb) and 
alveolate (Ilic) belts generally appear on the common 
pottery (pots, tureens, dishes ). The conical prominences 
and the knobs (Illa) appear in the middle phase and are 
placed on cups, bowls, jugs and carinated vessels. In the 
late phase, these prominences resemble those from the 
Early Iron Age (Hasllstatt) (e.g. Susani63 and 
Româneşti64, pointing downward or upward, surrounded 
by grooves. 

4. Perforstions appear both in colanders �Valea 
Timişului65, Sacu66, Ciuta67, Silagiu68, Var6 and 
hemispherical lids (Iaz7°) or flat lids (Sacu71). Such 
perforations also appear in a jug from Româneştin, 
piercing the conical prominences on the middle part of 
the body. 

THE TYPOLOGY OF TIIE BALTA SĂRATĂ 
CULTURAL GROUP VESSEL SHAPES AND 

CERAMIC ARTIFACTS (Pl. II) 

J. Pots 

a) Globular pots with short neck and straight rim. 
On the lower part of the body and occasionally on the 
whole body there are "Besenstrich"-like or bark-like 
(rough and deep scratches) decorations. This type of 
vessel is recorded in the earlv phase, at Valea 
Timişului73, Iaz74, Visag75, Silagiu71i. 

b) Pots of sack type. The presence of this ceramic 
category is recorded in all the Balta Sărată cultural 
group settlements. They are sometimes decorated with 
notched and alveolate belts ( occasionally even on the 
rim), with patterns made with a little broom and conical 
or flat handles. Such vessels were found at Valea 

. 'şul .77 I 78 B l Săr v79 S 80 c· ta8 1  V 82 Tuni u1 , az , a ta ată , acu , 1u , ar , 
Româneşti83, Visag84• 

c) Pots of jar type. These pots are decorated with 
notched and alveolate belts and are frequently found in 
the settlements of this cultural gro�: Valea 
Timişului85, Iaz86, Balta Sărată87, Silagiu , Sacu89, 
Var90, Româneşti9 1 •  

d) Pots with two handles under the rim. Such vessels 
were found at Valea Timişului92, Iaz93, Visag94, Balta 
Sărată95, Româneşti96• A variant or this type is the pot 
with four handles under the rim and a line of stamped 
little circles, like the one found at Valea Timişului97• 

All these type of pots belong to the conunon and 
semi-fine pottery. 

2. Carinated vessels 

a) Carinated vessels with bulging body and outward 
rim, with two handles on the middle part of the body or 
no handles. Decorated under the rim with horizontal or 
arcade-like incisions and stamped circles under the rim 
and on the middle part of the body. Such vessels were 
found at Valea Timişului98, Sacu99, Var100• 

b) Carinated vessels with shaped body and outward, 
trumpet-like rim, downward conical prominences, 
horizontal, oblique and garland-like decorations, 
suggesting Early Hallstatt ums. Such vessels were 
found at Româneşti 101•  

3. Cups 

a) Cups in form of a truncated cane, with wide, 
over-raised handle, found at Iazio2, Balta SăratA103, 
Sacu104• 

b) Cups with bulging body and two over-raised 
handles, decorated with widide incisions with rounded 
ends or fine, oblique and horizontal incisions. Such 
cups were found at Valea Timişului 105, Balta Sărată106, 
Sacu107• 

c) Cups with bulging body and one over-raised 
handle, decorated with fine, vertical or oblique 
incisions on the middle part of the body. They were 
found at Valea Tirnisului 108, Iaz109, Balta Sărată 1 10, 
Sacu1 1 1 , Ictar-Budinţi 1 12 • 

4. Jugs 

a) Jugs with a strong shaped body and two over
raised handles, decorated with fine grooves above the 
prominence and with vertical round ended incisions on 
the middle oart of the body. Such jugs were found at 
Româneşti 1 !'3, Susani 1 14• 

b) Jugs with bulging body and one wide, over-raised 
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handle, ha'� fine incisions on the middle part of the 
body. They �re found at Iaz 1 1 5  and Româneşti 1 16• 

5. Bowfi 

Ceramic \essels of this type were found in most of 
the Balta Săiată cultural group settlements. Some of 
them are d:cirated with fine oblique incisions on the 
middle par: cf the body. Bowls were found at Valea 
Tirnişului 1 17, laz1 18, Balta Sărată 1 19, Ictar-Budinţi120, 
Var12 1 , Sacu121, Româneşti123• 

6. Tureen.• 

a) Tureem with shaped body and rounded rim. Some 
of them hav1 ring shaped bottom or an over-raised 
handle. This ype is decorated with oblique or vertical 
incisions. SlCh tureens were found at Sacu124, 
Româneşt 125, iusani 126• 

b) Tureem with lobed rim, little handles and conica! 
prominences on the body, decorated with vertical, 
oblique or ai::ade-like incisions. they were found at 
Valea Timi;ului 127 Balta Sărată128 Susani129 
Româneşti no. 

' 
' ' 

c) Tureen with bulging body and ourward rim, 
decorated unler the rim with vertical, oblique or 
arcade-lilce lJlcisions, like those from Valea 
Tirnişului 13 1 ,  lalta Sărată 132, Sacu133, Româneşti 134• 

7. Dishes 

a) Dishes with rounded rim and prominent upper 
part of the bdy. Decorated with arcade-like incisions 
under the rin, vertical and oblique incisions and 
succesive stitoes on the middle part of the bodl" Such 
dishes were f•und at Valea Timişuluim, Iaz13 , Balta 
Sărată137 lbăr138 Sacu139 Var140 c· ta141 , , , , lU , 

Româneşti 142• 
b) Dishes with lobed rim, decorated with arcade

like, vertical c oblique incisions and succesive stitches, 
found at Va�a Timişului143, Iaz144, Balta Sărată14s, 
Susani146, Sac 147• 

c) Dishes with perforated handles and conica) 
prominences 1n the middle part of the body, with 
arcade-lilce, olique or vertical incisions and stamped 
points. Such iishes were found at Valea Timişului148, 
Iaz149, Balta Srată150, Sacu15 1 , Ciuta 1 52• 

d) A dish l form of a truncated form and four little 
feet on the bobm was found at Iaz153• 

Some of thse types of tureens and dishes have ring 
shaped botton and are decorated with X-like or cross
like incisions )r succesive stitches forming a channel 
("Stichkanaltchnilc"). 

8. Anthropomorphic statuettes'54 

These are decorated on both sides with starnped 
little circles (Sa) or with three starnped circles (Sb), like 
those from Sacu. Fragments of anthropomorphic 
statuettes, decorated with incisions and stamped little 
circles (Se), with cylindrical lower part, decorated with 
incisions and stamped circles on both sides (Sd) were 
found at Ciuta. It might seem surprising, but analogies, 
both in form and decoration, are to be found within the 
areas of Otomani (Fiizesabony) and Verbicioara 
cultures155• At Valea Timişului, in Dwelling 1 (2nd 
levei), two fragments of anthropomorphic statuettes 
were found: one of Gîrla Mare type and one similar to 
those from Sacu and Ciuta156• 

9. Lids 

a) A hemispherical lid with vertical perforated 
border was found at laz. The type is known within the 
area of Vatina culture 157• 

b) A flat lid with notched edge, flat handle and six 
perforations was found at Sacu 158• 

JO. Perforated vessels (Colanders) 

a) Colanders with slightly outward, rounded rim, 
like those from Valea timişului159, laz160, Sacu16 1 ,  
Ciuta 162, Silagiu163• 

b) A colander with bulging body, rounded rim and a 
spout was found at Var. The type is alsa known in the 
transition period to the Bronze Age 164• 

11. Little clay discs from the spind/es. 

A few were found at Valea Timişului 165, Balta 
Sărată166• 

12. Chariot Jittle wheels 

We can not specify wheter they come from cult 
chariots or wheter they were used for games. 

a) With a straight profile, lik:e that from Valea 
Timişului167• 

b) With a "hub'', like that from Sacu 168• 

13. Clay pyramid, used as a support near the hearth 
("Feuerpyramide '}. 

A fragment was found at Var169• 

14. Anvw polisher ("Pfeilg/iitter'). 170 

One sample was found at Sacu171 • 
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The evolution of the Balta Sărată cultural group 
ceramics in this zonem points to a process of 
regionalization (individualization) and then of 
sedirnentation, with the contribution (influence) of the 
neighbouring cultures. This contribution consists in 
early Verbicioara (phase I) features (at Visag), Valina 
decoration elements (at Sacu and Valea Timişului) and 
types of ceramic vessels. To the same effect, must be 
mentioned the Vatina settlements from Ciuta - "Cornu 
Dealului", Caransebeş - Balta Sărată and Jupa -
Deal 173, which ceased their existence in the Br B2 phase. This fact points to the conclusion that, between 
the "pre" phase and the 111 phase of the Balta Sărată 
culutral group, the bearers of the Vatina culture and 
those of the Balta Sărată cultural group coexisted. 
Future archaeological researches will make things clear. 
Besides these two cultures, the connections with the 
Gîrla Mare culture have to be mentioned (the statuette 
fragment from Valea Timişului) and also the striking 
analogies of the anthropomorphic statuettes from sacu 
and Ciuta with those belonging to Otomani culture. The 
connections between Wietenberg culture and Balta 
Sărată cultural group have been emphasized by 
I.Andriţoiu 174 and they were of long standing. 
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